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PREFACE 



The Reverend Charles Buck was a Dissenting minister of 
South Britain, who died a few years since; a man of con- 
siderable erudition, of an inquisitive and discriminating mind^ 
and of fervent j»iety. His most elaborate work was his Theo- 
logical Dictionary, which has passed through several editions^ 
and 18 still held in high and just esteem. Besides this lie pub-^ 
lished several volumes of Miscellanies, all of which have a ooih^ 
siderable degree of merit, and have had a pretty extensive* cir- 
culation. But of all his works, that which is here offered ta 
the public, and which forms a part x)f his Miscellanies, blends, 
the useful with the pleasant, in the greatest degree. Of hi& 
" Anecdotes^ Religious, Moral and Entertaining, alphabetfcally^ 
arranged and interspersed with a variety of useful observa^- 
tions," I hesitate not to say^ that I knpw of no work, whic^ 
more happily unites instruction with entertainment. It reh 
quires no effort of the mind to be understood^ and; can wear^f^ 
no one by a long demand of attention to a particular subject. 
It cannot be read without interest, and it is, in every part^ 
calculated to leave an impression on the mind favourable to 
virtue, piety or benevolence. It instructs by example. It can 
be taken up at a leisure moment, and laid down at pleemu^ 
without leaving a subject unfinished. All who read serious 
hook» at hUy I am ready to suppose, would' like to have ifefc 
their poasesmon^ such a bookaA this.. It in a. book of amwtt^ 
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ment for the scholar, and of profitable inatniction to those who 
read bat little. The character given of it when first published, 
in the Evangelical Review, was as follows. " This work is 
*^ well calculated for young persons, and may prove in many 
" cases, a very acceptable present to them, as it conveyi^ much 
*' instruction, mingled with entertainment. It will also serve 
" for a pleasing companion to the traveller in the chaise or the 
^ stage coach. In short, it affords a copious fund of rational 
''amusement for a leisure hour. We have no doubt but it 
"will obtain, as it certainly merits, an extCAaive circula- 
" tion." 

ASHBEL GREEN. 

PhOadelpMaj Aug. 3d, 1831. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



To infotm the mind, affect the heait, and j)iDmote the hest ioteiesta of 
mankind, must ever be considered as a pleasing and honourable employ. 
Various means, indeed, may b6 made use of in order to aopompHsh these 
ends. Some do good by wise and judicious ponversation : others by con- 
stant and laborious teaching ; and many by an excellent and uniform cha- 
racter. The Compiler of uese volumes has here attempted to contribute 
somethine towards so good and desirable a work. 

It need not be observed, that men are naturally indifferent abdut their 
duty to GK)d, and unconcerned as to the wel&re of their immortal souJs. 
Any attempt, therefore, to set before them the grand object of veneratioa 
and worship^ to rouse them to duty, to facilitate their luippiness, to show 
them the deformity of vice, and to inspire them with true and exalted view* 
of the tacred Religion of Jesus, cannot, I think, be considered as unworthy 
of attention. How &r this Work will conduce to these ends^ must be kh 
to the judgment df the Reader. 

Volumes of Anecdotes have already been presented to the public under 
various titles; but none that I know of which have been more particularly 
selected as religioua, and more immediately calculated to lead men to ^ 
nuine devotion and soUd piety. It is to be lamented, that while many write 
merely to amuse the imagination, the real profit of the mind is not tnoudit 
o£ The passions, perhaps, are afiected, and the fancy pleased, while me 
temper remains unsulnlued, the heart unimpressed, and the conduct unsta- 
ble and irregular. Now, without incurring tne charge of egotism, I hope the 
present Work, while it affords a degree of entertainment to the Reader, 
will also tend to excite reverence for the best of Beings ; a regard for the no- 
ble and delightful system of Christianity ; together wiUi benevoleiM^ to our 
fellow mortus, and an earnest desire to devote ourselves to the glory and 
service of our God and Saviour. 

The Reader will evidently see that novelty has not been so much my de- 
ngn as utility. If any object, however, to the Work on this account, I can 
omy say in reply, thieit Anecdotes cannot be made. In writing on any 

Sstem, invention may be displayed, and the ideas of the author may bear 
e air of novelty : but in a Wori of this kind, we must confine ourselves to 
our materials. I own it b not difficult to find, now and then, an original 
Anecdote ; but, in this age of writing and publishing, it would be v^ dif- 
ficult indeed to find a volume of them, since almost every thing of impor- 
tance is speedily conveyed to the press for the public benefit. We must, 
therefore, take them as we find them, and make the best improvement of 
them we can. 

I am conscious that every Anecdote will not strike the mind of the Reader 
with equal importance : nor can it be expected, that, in a selection of some 
hundreds, it should be so. Besides, men are of different tastes ; they form 
different views, and are situated in different circumstances : each one, there^ 
fore, will judge favourably of that which is most congenial to his own ideas. 
The compileri however, deprecates the severity of the critic, and'hopes that 
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euaSaar wifl pnfinm the oflSoe of a kind fiiend who is more diipowd t» 
pardon than to induke a spirit of invectiTe. m respect to authenticity^ 
whidi is of considembiB importance in a woric of this kmd, I have cardAilly 
avoided what appeared to be apocryphaL and bore but scrupubus evidence ^ 
yet, after all, if an;f thing should be tound of this kind, (which I am i^oraUt 
ot, if there be,) still its moral or use will be found beneidal, pointmff the 
Header to view religion and morality as worthy of his sincere segara and 
constant pursuit. 

To conclude : if any go6d be done, any mind instructed, any comfort de- 
riyed ; if love to men, gratitude to our adorable Redeemer, and a.firm adhe> 
lenoB to the truth, be excited or promoted by this^ selection, it will abundantr 
ly compensate the little lal)our and feeble effints of the Compiler. 

C. B. 
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AFFLICTIONS. 

Whoever considers the manifold 
calamities to which mankind are ex- 
posed in the present state, must feel 
some emotion of sorrow. Sin has 
introduced great misery and univer- 
sal disorder into the world. No per- 
son, however mean and obscure, or 
eminent and exalted, can stand invul- 
nerable against the arrows of adver- 
sity. It is, however, the peculiar pri- 
vilege of a good man, that though, 
alike with others, he partakes of the 
sufferings of humanity, yet he sees 
a wise hand directing every event, 
and rendering all subservient to a 
grand and glorious end. He desires 
to learn the noble lessons of patience 
and submission, while his heart glows 
with gratitude to Him, to \\hom he 
is indebted for every comfort he en- 
joys, arid without whose permission 
he knows no evil can transpire. 

Ebenezer Adams, a celebrated Gtua- 
ker of Philadelphia, on visiting a 
lady of rank, whom he found six 
months afler the death of her hus- 
ban.d sitting on a sofa covered with 
black cloth, and in all the dignity of 
wo, approached her with great so- 
lemnity, and gently taking her by 
the hand, thus accosted her : — "fib, 
friend^ 1 see that thou hast not yet 
forgiven God Almighty." This *a- 
sonable reproof had such an effect 
upon the person to whom it was ad- 
dressed, that she immediately had all 
her trappings of grief destroyed, and 
went about her necessary business 
and avocations. " A word s{K)kcp in 
due season, how good is it !" 

Afflictions, though not blessinffs in 
themselves, yet when eancti^oa are 
productive of great good to them who 



are exercised thereby. Even Deme* 
triusj a heathen, could say, "That 
nothing could be more unhappy than 
a man who had never known affiio 
tion." And one who was not a hea- 
then has left it on record, That it 
was good for him to be afflicted. Let 
us not therefore sink into desponden- 
cy under a view of approaching dif- 
ficulties, nor suffer our imaginationa 
to dwell with horror on supposed fii- 
ture events. "The evils and afflic- 
tions of this life, indeed, appear like 
rocks and precipices, rugged and bar- 
ren, at a distance ; but at our nearer 
approach we shall find Utile fruitful 
spots, and refreshing springs, mixe^ 
with the harshness and deformitio^ 
of nature.'^ 

A Minister was recovering of a 
dangerous illness, when one of hia 
friends addressed him thus : " Sir^ 
though God seems to be bringing you 
up from the gates of death, yet it wiU 
be a long time before you will suffi- 
ciently retrieve your strength, and re- 
gain vigour enough of mind to preach 
as usual." The good roan answered, 
"You are mistaken, my friend; for 
this six weeks' illness has taught m© 
more divlmty than all my past stu- 
dies and all my ten years' ministry 
put together." 

It is related of one, who, under 
great severity, had fled from the worst 
of masters to the best, (I mean ho 
had sought rest in the bosom of Je- 
sus Christ, the common friend of the 
tceary and the heavy laden,) that he 
was so impressed with a sense of tlie 
benefit he nad derived from his afffic-^ 
tioiis, that lying on his dc'ath-bed^ 
and seeing his master stand by, ho 
eagerly caught the hands of hU o|h 
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presBor, and kiMUiff them, saidi 
*' These hands have brought me to 
heaven." Thus many have had rea- 
son to bless God for afflictions, as be- 
ing the instruments in his hand of 
promoting the welfiure of their im- 
mortal souls ! 

It is said of Dr. W., that from his 
most early in&ncy to his dying day, 
he scarcely ever knew wlutt nealth 
was; yet we are told that he looked 
upon this alHiction as the greatest 
blessing of his life. And the reason 
he assigned for it was, that, being na- 
turally of a warm temper and an am- 
bitious disposition, these visitations 
of Divine Providence weaned his af- 
fections from the world, and brought 
every passion into subjection to the 
Plyine will. 



AVARICE. 

Of all characters, perhaps, none 
are so truly wretched as the miser* 
The prodigal, it is true, spends his 
substance, out then he attempts to 
enjoy himself, and to make others 
hapi^ around him ; whereas the co- 
ttons man dbes neither.— -Avarice is 
a principle not oiily detestable in its 
nature,' but prejudknied to the posses- 
sor of it ; inasmuch as it alienates the 
mind from God, frequently leads to 
dishonesty amone men, and, what is 
worse, is a disoraer hardly ever cu- 
red. "Other passions have their ho- 
lidays, but avarice never suffers its 
votaries to rest" - 

«(>h cursedluBt of gold ! when for thy salce 
The fool throws up hie interest in both 

worlds, 
First starv'd in this, then damn'd in that 

to come." Blaib. 

<« Joshua," says Ambrose, " could 
stop the course of the sun, but all his 
power could not stop the course of 
avarice. The sun, stood, still, but 
avarice went on* Joshua obtained a 
victory when the sun stood still ; but 
when avarice was at work, Joshua 
was defeated.!' 

In December, 1790,. died at Paris, 
literally of want, Mr. Osten^ald, a 
well known banker. This man felt 
t}|« violence of the cdifQ^B^ o| avaiipe 



(for surely it is rather a disease than 
a passion of the mind) so strongly 
that, within a few days of his death, 
no importunities could induce him to 
buy a few pounds of meat, for the 
purpose of makinff a little soup for 
him. " Tis true, (said he,) I should 
not dislike the soup, but I have no 
appetite for the meat ; what, then, is 
to become of that 7" At the time that 
he refused this nourishment, for fear 
of being obliged to give away two or 
three pounds of meat, there was tied 
round his neck a silken bag which 
contained 800 assignats, of 1,000 li- 
vres each. At his outset in life, he 
drank a pint of beer, which served 
him for supper, every night at a house 
much frequented, from which he car- 
ried homd all the bottle corks he 
could come at : of these, in the course 
of eight years, he had collected as 
many as sold for 12 louis d'ors ; a 
sum that laid the foundation of hia 
future fortune, the superstructure of 
which was rapidly raised by his unr 
conmion success in stock-jobbing. 
He died possessed of 12&,000/.sterling. 
There have been few persons in 
whom avarice has predominated more 
than in the late Mr. Elwes. Hia 
mother, indeed, was excessively ava- 
ricious, and though she was left near- 
ly 100,000/. by her husband, yet sh& 
absolutely starved herself to death. 
Mr^ Elwes seemed not less wretched 
than his mother. At his house at 
Stoke, in Suffolk, if a window were 
broken, it was mended by a piece of 
brown paper, or by patching it T^ith 
a small bit of glass ; and this had 
been done so frequently, and in so 
many shapes, that it would have puzr 
zled a mathematician to say what 
figure they represented. To save fii^, 
he would walk about the remains of 
an old green-house, or sit vrith a ser- 
vant in the kitchen I In the advance 
of the season his morning empl6y- 
ment was to pick up chips, bones, or 
any thing he coula find, . and carry 
them home in his pocket, for fire! 
One day he was surprised by a neigh- 
bouring gentleman m the act of pull* 
W. ^wn,^ with, jpeal djpculty, iix 
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crew's neat for this purpose ; and 
when the genUeman wondered why 
he should give himself so much trou- 
ble, "0, Sir," replied Elwes, "it is 
retdly a shame tpat these creatures 
shomd do so ; do but see what waste 
they make. They don't care how 
extravagant they tue." He would 
almost eat any thing to save expense. 
At a time when he was wcnth eight 
hundred thousand pounds, he would 
eat game at the last state of putrefiu> 
tion, and meat that no other person 
could touch! As to his dress^ any 
thing would do. He wore a wig for 
a fortnight which he picked up in a 
rut in the lane, when riding with 
another gentleman. His shoes he 
never suffered to be cleaned, lest they 
should be worn out the sooner. Ab 
the infirmities of old age, however, 
came upon him, he began to be more 
wretched. It is said^ that he was 
heard frequently at midnight as if 
struggling with some one in his 
chamber, and crying out^ " I will 
keep my money; ncAwdy shall rob 
me of my property." There are 
many other remarkable circumstances 
related of him, but what we have al- 
ready quoted afford a striking proof 
of the vanity of sublunary things, and 
of the insidficiency of nches to ren- 
der mankind happy. — See his Life. 

Daniel Dancer, Esq. was remark- 
able for a miserlv disposition. Lady 
Tempest was the only person who 
had tne least influence on this unfor- 
tunate man. She had one day the 
pleasure of prevailing on him to purr 
chase a hat (having worn his own 
for thirteen years') from a Jew for a 
shilling; but to ner great surprise, 
when she callied the next day, she 
saw the old chapeau still covered his 
head ! On inquiry it was found that, 
after much solicitation,, be had pre-^ 
vailed on old Griiiiths, his servant, to 
purchase the hat for eighteen pence, 



riches ! He never took snufl^ far that 
was extiavBgant, but he alwa^ car* 
ried a snuff-box. This probably he 
would fill in the coarse of a month, 
by pinches obtained from others! 
When the box was iidl, he would 
barter the contents for a fiuthing can- 
dle at a neighbourii^ green grocer's : 
this candle was maite to last till the 
box was again full, as he never sof' 
fered any fight in his house, except 
while he was going to bed.. He sd- 
dom waabed ms £ce and hands but 
when the son shone forth ; then he 
would betake himself to a neighbour- 
ing pool, and used sand instead of' 
soap: when he was washed, he- 
would lie on his back, and dry him- 
self in the sun, as he never used a 
towel, for that would wear, and^ 
whoi diity, the washing was ezpen-> 
sive. Since his death there have been 
jugs of dollars and shillings found in 
the stable. At the dead S night he 
has been known to go to thia place,, 
but for what purpose even Old Grjf- 
JUha could not tell ;. but it now ap-^ 
pears he used to rob one jug to aod. 
to the other. 

M. y andille was the most remark- 
able man in Paris, both on account 
of his immense riches and his ex- 
treme avarice. He lodged as high 
up as the roof would admit him, to. 
avoid noise or visits ; . maintained one 
poor old woman to attend him in his. 
garret, and allowed her only seven 
sous per week,or a half penny per day. 

His usual diet was bread and mila, 
and, b^ way of indulgence, some poor- 
sour wine on a Sunday. This pru- 
dent economist had been a magistrate- 
or officer at Boulogne, from which, 
obscurity he was promoted to Paris,, 
for the reputation of his wealth, 
which he lent upon undeniable secu- 
rity to the public funds, not caring toi 
trust individuals with what constitu- 
ted all his happiness. While a ma- 



which Mr. Dancer bought the day eistrate at Boulogne, he maintained 
before for a shilling! He generally, niinself by taking upon him to be 
m severe weather, laid in bed to keep t milk taster-general at the market,, 
himself warm : to light a fire he and from one to another filled his; 
thought, expensive, ucugh he had belly and washed down his bread* 
^-pOCw. per annum, besides immeniie. without exgenae to hioiflelC 
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When he was become exceeding- 
ly rich, he one day heard a woodman 
go by in summer, at which season 
they stock themselves with fuel for 
the winter. He agreed with him at 
the lowest rate possible, and stole 
from the poor man several logs, with 
which he loaded himself to his secret 
hiding hole, and thus contracted, in 
that hot season, a fever. ' He then 
sent, for the first time, for a surgeon 
to bleed him, who, asking half a li- 
vre for the operation, was dismissed ; 
he then sent for an apothecary, but 
he was as high in his demand. He 
next sfent for a poor barber, who un- 
dertook to open a vein for three 
pence a time; but understanding 
from the barber that he should be 
blooded three times, he asked what 
quantity of blood it was meant to 
take at once. 'About eight ounces 
each time,' answered the barber. — 
' That will be nine-pence : — too much, 
too much!' says the old miser: 'I 
have determined to go a cheaper way 
to work; take at once the whole 
quantity you designed to take at three 
•times, and that will save me sixpence ;' 
which being insisted on, he lost twen- 
ty-four ounces of blood, and died in 
a few days, leaving all his vast trea- 
sure to the King, whom he made \iii^ 
sole heir. Thus he contracted his dis- 
order by pilfering, and his death by 
an unprecedented piece of parsimony. 

INSTANCES OF BENEFICENCE, 

AND CHARITY. 

" It is more blessed to give than to 
receive," says our Lord. Happy is 
he who can subscribe sincerely to this 
truth, and whose felicity arises in pro- 
portion as he alleviates the distresses 
of others. To do good is to resemble 
the best of Beings. It is, indeed our 
honour, and renders us valuable and 
useful in society. A compassionate 
heart and a liberal hand form a de- 
gree of amiablene?!s ever worthy to be 
venerated. There is a threefold plea- 
sure in doing good. , It is pleasant to 
God for his creatures to be like hirn ; 
it is pleasant to ourselves to discharge 
our duty ; aiad it is pleasant to the ob- 



ject who b relieved by our munifi- 
cence. 

It was a common saying of Julius 
CiBsar, " that no music was so charm- 
ing in his ears as the request of his 
friends, and the supplication of those 
in want of his assistance." Let C hris- 
tians learn to imitate this Pagan. 

The King of Prussia once rang the 
bell of his cabinet, but as nobody an- 
swered, he opened tl^c door of the anti- 
chamber, and found his page fast 
asleep upon a chair. He went up t6 
awake him, but coming nearer he ob- 
sersed a paper in his pocket, upon 
which something was written. Tliis 
excited his curiosty . He pul led it out, 
and found that it was a letter from 
the page's mother ; the contents of 
which were nearly as follow : " She 
returned her son many thanks for the 
money he had saved out of liis salary, 
and had sent to her, which had pro- 
ved a very timely assistance. God 
would certainly reward him for it, 
and if he continued to serve God, and 
his King faithfully and conscientious- 
ly, he could not fail of success and 
prosperity in this world." Upon read- 
ing this, the King stept softly into 
his closet, fetched a rouleau of ducats, 
and put it with the letter into the 
page's pocket. He then rang so long 
till the page awoke, and came into 
his closet. " You have been asleep, 
I suppose," said the King. The page, 
could not deny it, stammered out an 
excuse, put (in his embarrassment) 
his hand into his pocket, and felt the 
rouleau of ducats. He immediately 
pulled it out, turned pale, and looked 
at the King with tears in his eyes. 
" What is the matter with you?'* 
said the King. " O," replied the 
page, "somebody has contrived my 
ruin : I know nothing of this money.'* 
" "What God bestows," resumed the 
Khi'S. "lif' bestows in ski^p.* Send 
the njuney to your mother : rive my 
respect^i to' her, and inform her that 
I will take care of both her and you." 

It is said of the excellent Lord Chief 
Justice Hale, that he frequently invi- 

* A German Proverb* 
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ted hii poor ndghboun to dinner, 
and made them sit at table with him- 
flel£ If any of them were tack, bo 
that they could not come, he would 
4Knd provisions to them, warm from 
his own table : and he did not confine 
his bounties to the poor of his own 
parish, but difiused supplies to the 
ne^hbouring parishes as occasion re- 
quired. He always treated the old, 
the needy, and the sick, with the ten- 
derness and fiuniliarity that became 
•one who considered they were of the 
■same nature with himself, and were 
reduced to no other necessities but 
«uch as he himself might be hraagi^ 
to. Common beggars he considered 
in another view : if any of these met 
hisn on his walks, or came to hi« Joor, 
he would adk such as were capable of 
working, why they wetU about »o 
idle 9 " they answered, it tiw be- 
eiiiu>e they could not get emjdoy, he 
would send them to some field, to 

Sther all the stones in it, and lay 
em in a heap ; and then paid them 
liberally for their pains. This bein? 
done, he used to send his carts, and 
cause them to be carried to. such pla- 
ices of the highway as needed mend- 
ing. 

Mr. Gilpin, who was called the 
Apostle of the North, was such an 
luwpitable man, that every Thursday 
throughout the year he had a very 
large quantity of meat dressed whol- 
ly tor the poor ; and every day they 
had what quantity of broth they want- 
ed. Twenty-four of the poorest were 
his constant pensioners. Four times 
in the year a dinner was provided for 
them, when they received from the 
steward a certain quantity of corn, 
and a sum of money ; and at Christ- 
mas they had always an ox divided 
among them. Dunng some nart of 
the year, from Michaelmas to Easter^ 
he expected to see all his parishioners 
and tneir femilies. For their recep- 
tion he had three tables well coverea ; 
the first was for gentlemen, the se- 
cond for husbandmen and fiurmers, 
and the third for day labourers. This 
pi^ce of hospitality he never omitted, 
9V9a whien losses or a scarcity of 



pfs^on made its oontiiTiiice la- 
ther difficuh to him. Even when he 
was- absent, no alteration was made 
in- his family expenses; the poor 
were fed, anu his neighboors entof' 
tained as usual Strangers and tn- 
vellers found a cheerful reception ; all 
were welcome that came ; and even 
their beasts had so much «re ta^ 
of them that it was huTDOTP»^7 ■^Oi 

"if ahorse wa. tunr* ^~ff ™ ""^ 
part of the cou-cry, it wouMmmie. 
Stely ,»ako ite way tiv tlie rectP--*^ 

maj^nave bef^ us, ^^^[^^ 
procrairti'wte, but to fr^2 
LportuniW of -«««^g "»«™- 

When Mr. Baxter lost a thousand 
pounds, which he had laid up for the 
erection of a school, he used frequent- 
ly to mention the misfortune as an 
excitement to be charitable while 
God gives the power of bestowing, 
and considered nimself as culpabfe in 
some degree for having so long delay- 
ed the performance of a good action, 
and suffered his benevolence to be de- 
feated for want of quickness and di&- 
gence. 

Dr. Tillotson (afterwards Arch-^ 
bishop) gave the most exemplary 
proof^of his charity. The revocation' 
of the Edict of Nantz having driven 
thousands of the Huguenots to this 
country, many of them settled at Cau" 
terbury, where their posterity still 
continue. The Kingnaving granti- 
ed briefs to collect idms for their fe^ 
lie^ Dr. T. was peculiarly active in 
promoting their success; and when 
Dr. Beveridge, one of the Prebendar 
ries of Canterbury, refused to wad 
the briefs, as being contrary to the 
rubric, he was silenced by Dr. T. 
with this energetic reply, *' Doctor^ 
Doctor, charity is above rvJbrict.^* 

A wealthy merchant having lost 
by one shiplvreck to the value of 
1,500/. ordered his clerk to distribute 
100^, among poor ministers and peo- 
ple ; adding, that if his fortune was, 
E'ng by 1,500/. at a lump, it was 
h time to make sure of opme pari 
3re it was gQiie<. 
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Of Dr. Samuel Wright it is said, 
that hifl charity was conducted upon 
nile ; for which purpose he kept a 
purse, in which was found this me- 
morandum : " Something from all the 
«aoney I receive to he put into this 
1>urae for charitable uses. Prom my 
salary as minister, which is uncer- 
^in, a tenth part — ^from occasional 
and eKtraordinary gifts, which are 
tt«re uncctwin, a twentieth part— 

S2'TLT?*^y •*■ ^^'^gs I print, 
^-*.jntert«t of my e»tate,% seventh 

uJ^^^"^ ^ g^rtleman who had Wn 
accustomed to 0iv« «*» , '^ 

winds waL 8>1^ / ^7 ^™® *^o^- 
aanas waj s^T^ppge^ to be at ttu» noint 

of death, his presunipiive heir inquS 

€d where his fortune was to be found 1 



might not be perceived what she put 
down, she covered the guinea with & 
halfpenny.— One little boy had with 
much trouble reared a brood of chick- 
when the collection came to be 



ens 

made, he sold them all, and gave 
every birthing he got for them to- 
wards it, and tMs was his whole stock, 
and all the living that he had. 

The following anecdote of Bishop 
Barrington does high honour to hn 
liberality and piety. A relation of 
Mrs. Barrington having experienced 
som* embarrassments and disappoint- 
ments in life, wished to amend his si- 
t««4ion (being a military officer), Irj' 
entering into the church, thinking 
that the Binhop wuuld provide hanf 

To whom he answered, "thai irwM "^^f^ ^^^ ^}^' ^^ making thb 
in^e pockets of the indigent." '''^\l7^^Z:^^^--:!^}t^rT;^h 

When some bedding was to be 
given away to the poor at O 



«L poor woman carried home two pair 
of blankets, a pair for herself and 
husband, and a pair for six children. 
As soon as the children saw them, 
they jumped out of their straw, caught 
them in their arms, kissed and blessed 
them, and danced for joy. A very 
old woman, the first night she found 
herself so comfortably covered, could 
not sleep a wink ; being kept awake 
by the contrary emotions of transport 
on the one hand, and fear of not being 
thankfid enough on the other. 

A poor cottager within a few miles 
of London, who had a*wife and six 
children, was seized on for his rent ; 
and whilst the poor woman was im- 
ploring the mercy of the officers, a 
person came by, and inquiring into 
the cause of her distress, immediate- 
ly discharged the debt, amounting to 
eleven pounds, and walked away. 
For this timely and truly generous 
action, the distressed family were in- 
debted to a tradesman on Ludgate 
HilL The name is concealed, but 
ithe action shall not be forgotten. 

When a collection was made in 
Wales for the Bible Society, we are 
told that a ]poor servant maid put 
down one gumea on the plate, being 
ppe third of her wages. That it 



was asked what profttrment woifld 
satisfy him 1 To thiH home question 
he reailily answered, that aboyt &00L 
a year would make him a happjr 
man. " You shall have it," said niii 
lordship, " but not out of the patri- 
mony of the church. I will not d^ 
prive a worthy and regular divine Uy 
provide for a necessitous relation. 
You shall have the sum yon mentioti 
out of ray own pocket." 

While Lord Thurlow was at Col- 
lege, he was often too licentious with 
his tongue, and, entering once into 
a dispute with an elective and tem- 
porary officer, he was asked " whether 
he knew that he was talking to the 
Dean ?" " Yes, Mr. Dean," repHeA 
Mr, Thuriow, and never afterwards 
saw him without reiterating, " Mr. 
Dean, Mr. Dean," which set them 
at variance. When he became At- 
torney General, they met by accident; 
and he addressed his old friend ttn- 
wittingly, " How do you do, Mr. 
Deanl" which so hurt the old can- 
tab, that he left the room withoiit 
making him any reply. On his ob- 
taining the office of Lord Chancel- 
lor, he took an opportunity of meet- 
ing once more with his quondam 
acquaintance, and again addressed 
him with, ** How do you do, Mr. 
i)cati?»--"My Lord," replied th^ 
othet sullenly, "I am not now a deat% 
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asd therefore do not deserve the ti- 
tle." " But you are a Dean," said 
his Lordship : — " and, to satisfy you 
that it is so^ read this paper, by which 
you will find that you are Dean 
(tf — -o : and I am so convinced that 
you vnll do honour to the appoint- 
ment, that I am sorry any part of my 
conduct should have given offence to 
80 good a man." 

It would be injustice here to omit 
the name of that great philanthropist, 
Mr. John Howard, who, after in- 
specting the receptacles of crime, of 
S^verty, and misery, throughout 
reat Britain and Ireland, left his 
native country, relinquished his o^n 
ease, to visit the wretched abodes of 
those who were in want, and bound 
in fetters of iron, in other parts of the 
world. He' travelled three times 
through France, four through Ger^ 
many, jSve through Holland, twice 
through Italy, once through Spain 
and Fortugal, and also through Den- 
mark, Sweden, Russia, Poland, and 
part of Turkey. These excursions 
occupied (yrith some short intervals 
of rest at home) the period of twelve 
years. 

Never before was such a consider- 
able portion of the life of man appli- 
ed to a more benevolent and lauda- 
ble purpose. He gave up his own 
comfort that he mignt bestow it upon 
others. He was often immured in 
prison, that others mi^ht be set at 
liberty. He exposed himself to dan- 
ger, that he might free others from it. 
He visited the gloomy cell, that he 
might inspire a ray of hope and joy 
in me breasts of the wretched. Yea, 
he not only lived but died in the no- 
ble cause of benevolence ; for, in 
visiting a young lady who lay dan- 
gerously ill of an epidemic fever, in 
order to administer relief, \\gi caught 
the didtt'mper, and fell a viciun to 
his liunianity, on January 20, 171>0. 

Mr. Howard's worth seems to be 
appreciated by two or three singular 
circumstances. 1 lie first \va8, tliat a 
libei'al subscription was onened to de- 
fray the expenses of erectmg a statue 
to his honour, ichile yet dLive^ and 



the sum of 1,5332. 13*. 6d. was actu- 
ally subscribed. But the jprindplefl of 
Howard were abhorrent nom ostenta- 
tion, and when he heard of it, " l^ve 
not I," said he, "one friend in En- 
gland who would put a stop to sucb 
a proceeding 7" The business was 
accordingly dropped.—Another cir- 
cumstance was, that his death was an- 
nounced in the London Grazctte, a 
compliment which no private subject 
ever received before. — And a thirf 
circumstance deserves to be noticed, 
that, though a Dissenter, a monument 
v<ras erected to hia memory in St. 
Paul's Cathedral. The inscription 
tells us with truth, " That he trod an 
open but unfrequented path to unmor- 
tality, in the ardent and unremitted 
exercise of Christian charity." And 
concludes, " May this tribute to his 
fame excite an emulation of his truly 
honourable actions." 

Mr. Burke justly observed of this 
great man, "that he visited all Eu- 
rope (and the East) not to survey the 
sumptuousness of palaces or the state- 
liness of temples ; not to make accu- 
rate measurements of the remains of 
ancient grandeur, nor to form a scale 
of the curiosity of modem art ; not to 
collect medals, or to collate manu- 
scripts : but to dive into the depth of 
dungeons ; to plunge into the infec- 
tion of hospitals ; to survey the man- 
sions of sorrow and of pain ; to take 
the gauge and dimensions of misery, 
depression and contempt ; to remem- 
ber the forgotten ; to attend to the 
neglected ; to visit the forsaken ; and 
to compare and to collate the distress- 
es of all men and in all countries. 
His plan is original, and it is as full 
of genius as it is of humanity. It is 
a voyage of discovery, a circumnavi- 
gation of charity ; and abready the 
benefit of his labour is felt more or less 
in every countiy." 

The late John Thornton, Esq. of 
Clapham, was distinguished by great 
liberality ; he disposed of large sums 
in various charitable designs, with un- 
remittii>(| constancy, during a long 
course of years. His charities were 
much larger than is common with 
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wealthy penons of goed reputation 
ibr beneficencey-iiuoimioh that he was 
almcwt regarded aa a j[»odigy. He was 
tiie patron of all pieus, exemplary, 
and hborionB Miniaters oi the Grospel ; 
frequently educating ^roung men 
whom he finmd to be religioaaly dia- 
pofsed, and purchasing many liviogs^ 
whidi he gave to Ministers, in order 
that the Grospel might be preached in 
those places where he aupposed the 
pe<^Ie were perishing n>r lack of 
knowledge. He also dispersed a very 
ffreat number of Bibles in different 
Emguages, in distant countries, per-' 
haps in all the four quarters of the 
globe, and with them vast quantitiesof 
leligious books, calculated to alamithe 
consdenoe and ailect the heart with 
the importance of eternal things. He 
also patronised every undertaking 
which was suited to supply the wants, 
to relieve the distresses, or to increase 
the comforts of the human species, in 
whatever climate, or of whatever de- 
fKniption, provided they properly fell 
within his sphere of action. Perhaps 
it would even be difficult to name one 
public or private charity of evident 
utility to wnich he was not a bene&c- 
toR>— May such noble and benevolent 
characters be folind in every age ! 

BISHpFS. 

The office of a Bishop is certainly 
honourable : but it should be recollect- 
ed, at the same time, that it is very 
important. He, therefore, who un- 
dertakes it for the sake of emolument, 
and not from a love to souls, may sus- 
pect himself of having run before he 
was sent. 

Bishops have it greatly in their 
power to do good, and it is well when 
they are convinced of the duties of 
the situation they sustain, and^ act 
with proportionate zeal and activity 
Out of the vast number who have ar- 
rived to this honour, we have had some 
instances of men who have made use 
of their authority to promote the best 
ends, and **who did not count their 
lives dear unto themselves." 

" Old Bicdiop Latimer, it is said, in 
A coarse finexe gown, trudged afoot, 



I his testament hanging at aaeoid of 
his leathern girdle, aim his spectadea 
at the other, and, without ceiemonyv- 
instructed the people in rustic style 
from a hollow tree { while the courtly . 
Ridley, in satm and fur, taught tto 
same principles in the cath^ral of 
the metropolis." 

Archbishop Wiltiams once sud to 
a friend of his, " I have passed through 
many places of honour and trust, b<Sh 
in church and state, more than any 
of my order in England these seven^ 
years before ; yet were I but assured 
that by my preaching I hadconverted 
but one soul to Gcm, I should take 
th^in more s[Mritual joy and comfort 
than in all the hcmours and offices 
which have been bestowed upon me.** 

Of Archbishop Matthews it is said 
that he had an admirable talent for 
preaching, which he never suffered 
to be idle ; but used to ffo from one 
town to another, to preach to crowded 
audiences. He kept an exact account 
of the sermons which he preached 
idler he was preferred; by which it' 
appears, that he pre4ched,when Dean 
of Durham, 721 ; when Bishop of 
that diocese, 550; and when Arch- 
bishop of York, 721 ; in all 1993. 
Preferment, it seems, did not injure 
him. 

Archbishop Sheldon expended in 
public and private benefactions, and 
acts of chanty, no less than 66,000/. 
as appeared from his accounts; much 
of this money was appropriated to the 
relief of the necessitous in the time of 
the plague, and to the redemption of 
Christian slaves. 

Aichbishop Leighton was a most 
exemplary character : Bishop Burnet 
says, " he had the greatest elevation 
of soul, the largest compass of know- 
ledge, the most mortified and heavenly 
disposition, that I ever yet saw in 
mortal. He had the greatest parts as 
well as virtue, with the itiost perfect 
humility, that I ever saw in man ; and 
had « sublime strain in preaching, 
with so grave a gesture, and such a 
majesty both of thou^t, of language^ 
and pronunciation, that I never onoe 
saw a wandering eye where ho 
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hfan ; and of whom I can eay, with 
great truth, that in a free and te- 
qfkoBA coaveraatbn with him for 
above two and twen^ y^v^ ^ never 
knew him say an idb word, or a 
word that had not a direct tendency 
to edificatbn $ and I never once, aaw 
him in any other temper but that I 
wished tcr' be m, the last moment 
<ifmylife» 

It is said of Bishop Burnet that 
he was exfaremelj laborioas in his 
episcopal office. Every sunmier he 
made a tour, for six weeks or two 
months, thimigh some district of his 
diocese, daily preaching, and con- 
firming from <»mch to cburch ; so 
as in we compass of three years, be- 
flides his triennial visitadon, to so 
through all the principal livings m 
bis diocese. 

It is a fovotarable circumstance 
when bishops are. disposed to coun- 
tenance those clergymen who arede- 
tfermined to be active and diligent in 
promoting the wel&re of their ][»- 
lishioners. Not long since, at a vis- 
itation in Ireland, me name of Mr. 
Bhaw, a pious and useful clergyman 
was mentioned. "What!" said a 
clergyman, "what mad Shaw P* 
The bishop answered, " Sir, if Mr. 
Shaw is mad, I vnsh he may bite all 
the clergy in iily diocese." 

Of Archbishop Seeker we are m- 
formed that he kept two paper books, 
one called the black, the other the 
white book ; in which he entered 
dovm such notices as he received 
concerning the different character of 
each of his clereymen, as they hap- 

Ced to suit the design of either 
k. : those whose character he found 
to be bad, he resohed never tonro- 
motc, nor did, paying no resard to 
any solicitation made in their behalf ; 
and those of good character he always 
encouraged. Whenever any pub- 
fications came to his knowledge that 
were mamfostly ealeolated to corrupt 
good morals, or sobveitthe founda- 
Son of Christianity, he did his ut- 
«iost to slop the eBieslatioaof them; 



with any undna rigour* thatha niOiB 
than once aztttidid his bounty to 
them In distreaa. And when their 
writinflB oovid not peopady be sim> 
pnaaed hf lawfol aiKkorily, be 
engaged men d ability to answer 
thrai, and lewaided them fat thnr 
trouble. Even the fobehoods wui 
nusrepMsentations of writers in the 
newapapen on religioas or eoolesi«8i- 
tioalsubjeete he peneiaBy took caia 
to have contradicted. What was 
akn greatly to his praise, he was no 
bigot With the Dissenters, it. is 
said, he was sincerely desirous of cul- 
tivating a good understanding ; ht 
considered them, in general, aa a 
conscientious and valuable obss of 
men : with some of the most enmutat 
of them, Watts^ Doddridg^ Leland; 
Chandler, Lardner, he maintained 
an intereourse of friendship or civili- 
ty. Such l&erality is worthy to be 
imitated. 

Dr. Thomas Wilson, Bishop of 
Soder and Man, is reported to nave 
I expended more than ten thousand 
pounds in acte pf charity and benefi- 
cence. He preached evenr Liord'a- 
day at eighty-three years of age. 

As Glueen Caroline was once in 
conversation with several of our En- 
glish bishops, his Lordship of Man 
came in to pay his respects. She no 
sooner glimpsed him at a distance, 
>than she said to the prelates who 
were present, " My Lordb, here comeo 
a Bishop, whose errand is not to aj^ply 
for a tnmshtion { he would not part 
with his spouse (his diocese) becauae 
she is poor." With regard to the 
righte ov conscience in owers, he ex- 
ercised the most candid and benevo- 
lent moderation. lie admitted Dia* 
sMiters to the holy communion, and 
administered it to them, either siting 
or standing, as they themselvea ap- 
proved. 8udi amiable jnd uniform 
moderation had so ftvourable an ef- 
fect that, a ftw years after hia settie- 
ment in the island, not a mjj^lB dis- 
senting con^ffation of any kmd 
to be mmd m lit. 

B 
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' BLtm— «BLINJ>NB88 

It is 8Oiii0ifiM.t remarinMe, that, 
iRrheie there is « defidency in the or- 
ttUM of the fatunan frame, we often 
nnd it amply compeasated hy a mipe- 
liority of menial exoeOence, and par- 
ticuIariT ia the ease of blindness. 
Thoufhone would imame that of 
aliotheiB, the blinl would be moat 
peevish* and ftetfiil, yet their beha- 
yma is dften highly expressive, not 
only of tesignalion, bat of cheerful- 
liess. Indeed, ** the cobudob Parent 
-of nature, whose bemgnity isperma- 
nent as ms existence, and bocndless 
«s his-emptre, has neither left his aP 
Dieted creatnies without consolation 
or lesooroe. Even from their loss, 
however oppressive and inetrievable, 
they derive advantages; not indeed 
adequate to recompense, but in some 
degree sufficient to alleviate their mis- 
ery. The attention of the soul 'is 
ndt -dissipated by the immense multi- 
fdiflity of eumimding dbjects. Her 
contemplations are more unifonnly 
ifixed tipon herseUI and the revolu- 
tions -of her own internal frame. 
Hence her perceptions of such exter- 
nal things as are contiguous and ob- 
vious to ner observation become more 
fively and exquisite. Hence, even 
•ber instruments of corporal sensation 
-are mote -assiduously cultivated and 
imiRoi^ so that fromihera«he4e- 
lives such notices and presages of ap- 
proadung pteasure or impending dan- 
ger, as entirely escape the attention 
of those who depend for security on 
the reports of thor eyes." 

Mr. Henry M^yes, thoush blind 
from his infi^y, by the ardour and 
aadduity of his application, and by 
the force of a genius to which noth- 
ing is impenetrable has not onlv made 
incredible advances in Mechanical 
Operations, in Music, and in the 
Languages, but is Hkewise profiMind- 
ly^Ued in Qeometry, in C^cs, in 
Aigebsa, » Astronomy, in Chemis- 
tnr, and in aU the other biUiches of 
Natural Philosophy, as taught b^ 
Newdl^ and received by an adBU^ 
xiiUL world. 

AicUock is said to h»^ toon tiie 



light onfy for five montlM. Beslte 
having made Mmaelfmastwr of Qneb 
Latin, Itatian, aadFrendv hewaa 
also a great poet. 

A French kdy, who lost her 
sight at two years old, was possessed 
of many talents which alleviated bqr 
mislbrtune. '* In writing to her," H 
is said, "no ink is lued, but the le^ 
ters are pricked down on Uie p(4wr; 
and, by.the delicacy of her touch, fea- 
ling each letter, she follows them sue* 
cessively, and reads eveiy word with 
her fingers' ends. She herself in 
writing makes use of a pencil, as she 
ctiuld not know when ner pen was 
df^3 her guide on the paper IS a small 
thui ruler, and of the bieadth of her 
writing. On finishing a letter, she 
wets it, so as to fix tho traces of her 
pencil, that they are not obscuied or 
efhced; then proceeds to fold and 
seal it, and write the direction, all by 
her own address, and without the as- 
sistance of any other person. Her 
writing is very straight, well cut, mid 
the. soling no less correct. To readi 
this singular mechanism, the indefiit- 
igable cares of her affectionate moth- 
er were long employed, who, accus- 
tominff her ^iughter to feel letters cut 
in cards of pasteboard, brought her -to 
distinffuish an A from a 6, and thus 
the vekola alphabet, and afterwards 
to spell words; then, by the remem- 
brance of the shape of the letters, to 
uelmeate them on paper ; and, lartly, 
to arrange them so as to form words 
and sentences. She sews and hems 
perfectly well, and in all her wcnks 
she threads the needle for herself 
however smaU." 

Dr. Nicholas Saunderson, bom in 
1662^ may be considered as a prodigy 
for hia. applicatbn and success ro 
mathematical literature, though he 
lost his sight by the small-pox before 
he was a year dd. When yoouA 
he could make long and difficult ciS* 
Gulations. without leaving any sen- 
sible marks to assist his memory. Aft- 
eighteen he was tau^^ the piinci- 
ples of Algebca and G^eometry. Ha 
went to Chmt College Cambridge 
at twenfy-fiia. jg^ lepntatioa was 
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«hm spread throagh the UniTenity, 
ind numbers attended to hear his 
Mathematical Lectures. He made 
such proliciency, that he was after- 
wards elected Lucaiion Professor of 
BfathematicsiB 1771, and in 1736 he 
Iras admitted member of the Royal 
Sodety. He invented, for hb own 
use, a pelpaUe Arithmetic ; that is, 
a method of performing operations in 
Arithmetic solely by the sense of 
touch. His sense of touch was so 
perfect, that he could discover, with 
the greatest exactness, the slightest 
inequalities of surface, and could dis- 
tinguish, in the most finished works, 
the smallest oversight in the polish. 
We have a remarkable instance of 
a blind guide in John Metcal^ of 
Manchester, who very lately followed 
the occupation of conduoting stran- 

Strs through intricate roads during 
e niffht, or when the tracks weie 
covered with snow. And, strange as 
this may appear to those who can see, 
the employment o£ this men was af- 
terwards that of a projector and sur- 
veyor of highways in difficult and 
aiioiintainous parts! With the as- 
sistance only of a long staff, he has 
been several times seen traversing the 
loads, ascending pfeeipioeS) explonng 
vaUtn^s, and investigating their se- 
veral extents, forms, and situation, so 
as to answer faia designs in the best 
manner. Most of the roads over the 
Peak in Derbyshire have been al- 
^tered by his directions, particularly 
those in the vicinity of Buxton ; and 
he has -sinoe constructed a new one 
betwixt Winabw and Congleton, 
with a view to open a communica- 
tion to the great London road, with- 
aot being doliged to pass over the 
SMHrntains.— -see the account by Dr. 
Bew, published in the Transactions 
41^ tlw Manchester Society. 



BUSTING-PLACE OF CAPUCHIM8. 

[RdaUd by Mr. Brydone.] 

• I* At Bdogna they shewed us the^ 
duleton of a celebnUed b«iuty, who 



died at a peilod of Ufo wfaearahe waa 
still the object of uaiveiaak admiia> 
tiim. By way of makhoig atonement 
for her own vanity, she bifqueathed 
herself as a monument to curb th* 
vanity of othen. Recollecting on 
her death-bed the jgreat adulation that 
hadheen paid to ber charms, and the 
fotal change they were soon^ to un- 
dergo^ she ordered that her body 
should be dissected, and her bonea 
hung up for the inspection of all 
young maidens who are inclined Uk 
be vam of thor beautv." ., 

" Our late visit to the famous Con- 
vent of Capuchins about a mile witb-> 
out the city of Palermo, brought tb» 
above anecdote to mj remeDU>rance» 
This Convent contams nothing very 
remarkable but the burying-jplace^ 
which, indeed, is a great curiosity.. 
This is a vast subterraneous apart- 
ment, divided into laige commodious 
gall^eries, the walls on each side of 
which are hollowed into a variety ot 
niches, as if intended for a gpreai col- 
lection of statues. These niches, in- 
stead of statues, are all filled with 
dead, bodies, set upright on their legs,, 
and fixed by the back to the inside of 
the nich. Their number is about 
three hundred. They are all dressed 
in thecfothes they usually wore, and 
form a uHMt resectable and venera^ 
ble assembly. The skin and mua- 
des, by a certain prepaiation, becomo 
as dry and hard as a piece of stock- 
fish; and although many of them 
have been here upwaids of 250 yean^ 
yet none are reduced to Skeletons, 
The muscles, indeed, in some, appear 
to be a good deal more shrunk thaa 
in others; probably because thesa 
pefsons had been mcie attennuated at 
the time of their death. Here tha 
pecuple of Palermo pay daily visits ta 
their deceased fiiends, and lecal with 
pleasure and regret the vaiiousscenea 
of their past hfe. Here they fomi> 
fiaiiie themselves with their ikh 
ture state, and choose the com^ 
pany they would wish to keep in 
another world. It is a oommoa 
thing to make chdce of their nid^ 
and to tiy if their body fits i^ 
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tktlno alternatiioiis migr be 
IT mftor tlwf avB dnd; and loisa- 
tBDH, by wa J of a vohinliuy penaiiee, 
tlMnr aodiMlom thnndTea to itauid 
icnr nimn in tlvM mefaea. The bo* 
dies of the priMei and fint nobility 
aie lodged in haDdeome cheats or 
tnuiks, flome of them ricfaly adorned 
Theee are net inthe shajpe of ooBkan, 
but all of one width, and abont a foot 
«nd ft half or two feet deep. The 
keys are kept by the nearest relations 
ci the fiuaauy, who semetinies come 
and drop a tear over their departed 
friends. lamnotsnreifthis oenot 
a better method of diqKMdnff of the 
dead than out's. These visits mnst 
prove admhrable lessons of hnmHity ; 
and I assure yon they are not such 
objects of terror as you would ima« 
gine. They are said, even for ages 
after death, to retain a strong lile- 
ness to what they were when alive ; 
so that, as soon as you have conquer- 
ed the first feelings excited by these 
vnieiabfo figuret^ you oidy consider 
this as a vast gdlery oT original pcnr- 
traits, drawn after the Uib t^ the yarn- 
test ajid most unprejudiced hand. It 
must be owned that the colours axe 
rather fitded; uid the pencil does not 
appear to have been the most flatter- 
ing^ in the world. But no matter : it 
is the pencB of truth, and not. of a 
mercenary who oi^ wants tei^ease. 
We were alle^ng, too, that it might 
be madiB of very considerable utm^ 
to society, and that these dumb ora- 
tors couid give tiie most pathetic lec- 
tures upon pride and vanity. When- 
ever a fellow began to strut, or afiect 
the haughty or superdUous- air^ he 
should bis sent to converse with his 
fiiends in the gallery; and if their 
arguments did notbrin^him to a pro- 
per vmy of thinking, 1 would give 
mm up as incorrisiUe. If the lady 
above mentioned had been preserved 
in this- moxtd gallery, the lesson 
would have been stronger : for those 
very features that had raisedlier vanii- 
ty would still have remained, only di- 
gested of all their powers, and dis- 
ttmed of every charm. Some of '^e 
Cttpuchios sbep in these galleilea^ 



every nkfat, and pretend tohave 

ny wonwriiil viaions and revelatioBaf 
but the truthiii^ that very few pecqple 
balievethem. 

GAR]>8« 

CiKDfl were first invented under 
the rsign of Charles VI. King of 
France, to amuse him duritag the in<* 
tervals of the disorder \rfaieh carried 
Imn to the grave. The world would 
have sustained no loss had his Msp 
jeslT been suffered to die in peace 
without this invention. They seem, 
however, to be the detight of vast 
numbers of mankind ; and even men 
who profess to have a superiority of 
taste luid a greater extent of know- 
ledge than the g^eralit3r, pass aw»y 
too much of their time in this use- 
less and often tnjuriouspursuit. The 
following is a very painted and suit^ 
able reproof to such : 

Mr.L«cke having be«i intiodu^ 
ced by Lord Shaftesl^ir^ to the Duke 
of Buckingham and Lord Hali&x, 
these three noblemen, instead ofeon*- 
versing with the phikeopher, as 
mieht naturaUjr have been expected, 
OB literaiT subjects^ in a very idiort 
tame sat dtown to cards. Mr. Locke^ 
after looking on for some time, puJl^ 
ed out his pocket-bod^ and bmn to 
write with great attention. One of 
the company observing this, took the 
liberty of asking him what he wae 
writmg. '* My Lord,*' said Locke^ 
" I am endeavouring, as for as possi- 
ble^ to profit by my present situation ( 
for, having waited with impatience 
for the honour of bdng in company 
v^th the greatest geniuses of the age^ 
I thought [ could do nothing better 
thantovmte down your conversa- 
tion : and, indeed, I have set down 
the substance of what you have said 
for this hour or two." This well« 
timed ridicule had its desired effect^ 
and these noblemen, fully sensible dt 
it» force, immediately quitted their 
phy, and entered into a conversation 
more rational, and better suited to 
the dignity of their characters. 

**FUiiiik it very wonderful," sayn 
Addison, ** to see penonis of the best 
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the children before the axag nga ti otL, 
" Repeat me^ the ibinih eommuid- 
ment.'*^" Now, little man, do yon 
understand Uiemeani^ ctf'this com- 
numdmenf?" <^eB, Sr."— '<TheR 
if you do, you wfll be i^ toaofwer 
me these question^^: Do thoee keej^ 
holy the Sabbath-day who lay inbetf 
till e^ht or nine o'clock in tto mam- 
ing, instead of riainff to say their 
prayers and read the Bible V* " N«i 
Sir."— "Do thoee keep the «bbatk 
who fodder their cattle when odier 
people are going to church 7*' **No(, 
Sb."— <* Does God Almighty bleM 
such people as go to ale-hoosea, and 
don't tnind the instruction of their 
ministeir' "No^, Sir."— "Don't thaw 
who love Qod read the Bible to their 
fiinulies, particularly on dundajT 
evenings, and have pra^eia evorf 
morning and night in thor hooaea.** 
« Yes, Sir." A ereat variety of such 
pertinent and fimiliar ^ueations im 
would frequently ask, m the Bioal 
engaging manner, on every part oT 
the CatechiBmj as he thought most. 
oonductye to the unpfEovement. andfc 
edification ofhisparisn.. 

CBRISTIANITr^ 

NorwiTHSTANDina all the obJec~ 
tfons which infidels and sceptics hav» 
brou^t against Christianity, yet it 
has nothing to fear from impartial ex- 
aminatioiu It will- bear the closest 
inspection of the most wise,^ and out^ 
jStand aU the virulent attempUr of the- 
mostvncked. It wfll afford mstruo-^ 
tion to the philosopher, however exalte 
ed, and render consolation to the ig-^ 
norant, however wretched. Its-doc*- 
triliea are sublime, just, and pure.. 
Its precepts are founded on the mosfe 
consummate vrisdbm, truth, and love,' 
every way calculated to promote the 
holiness, peace, and interest of man- 
kind. Its privileges, are grea.t and 
extensive, allowing its votaries the 
most noble ancf refined pleasures inc 
the piresent state, and ope^hiffbefoie 
them a boundless prospect of tQuruHV 
tality and glory iii the fttture. 

Aa to the effects of Chri)itianitT»' 
tJiev have been and still are-ooaw 



MDse passing away a dozen hours 
together in snuffling and dividing a 
pack of cards, with no ottier conver- 
■atk>n but what is made up of a few 
game phrases, and no otner idefts 
but those of black or red spots ran- 
ged together in difilerent figures. 
Would not a man laugh to hear any 
one of this species complaining that 
life is short 7" 

Mr. Dodd, an eminent •minister, 
being solicited to play at cards, arose 
from his seat, and uncovered his 
bead. The company asked hmi 
what he was goinff to do. He re- 

flied, "To crave uod's blessing." 
'hey immediately exdaimed, "We 
never ask a blessing on such an occa- 
sion." "Then," said he, " I never en- 
gage in any thing, but v?hat I beg of 
Gol to give his blessing.'*' 
' A hay who once heard Mr. Ro- 
maine, expressed herself mightily 
pleased with his discourse, axid tdd 
mm afterwards, that she thought she 
eould comply with his doctrine, and 
give up etery thing but one. "And 
what is tliat, madam 1" "Cards, 
Sir." — " You think you could not be 
happy without them V " No> Sir ; 
I know I could not."— " Then, Ma- 
dam, they are your god,^ and they 
must save you." This pointed apd 
just reply is said to haye issued i9 her 
conversion. 

CATECHialtrav 
Catechising is an exceltent 
mean of informing the mind and: 
impressing the heart, and should be 
attended to by all who wish well to 
their children. No Minister of the 
QoMe\ who has opportunity, should 
neglect this pert of his work. The 
late Mr. Hervey's method ofinstruct- 
iBg young ptople waa such^ that 
while it aflbided profit to them, it 
was a mean of reproof to others. 

Some of his parishioners havihg 
laid in bed on a Sunday morning 
longer than he approved, and others 
having been busy in foddering their 
cattle when he was comibg to church, 
and several having freouented the 
•J^house,, he tbua catseoiifled one of 
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emble, and afford at least a ooUatenl 
proof of the superiority and exoellen- 
ey of the system. " Destitute of all 
human advantages," says one, " pro- 
tected by no authority, assisted by no 
art; not-secommended by the reputa- 
tion of its authors, not enforced by 
eloquence in its advocates, the word 
of God grew mightily, and prevailed. 
Twelve men, poor, artl«is, and illite- 
rate, wo behola triumphing over the 
&rcert and most determined opposi- 
tion ; over the tyranny of the magis- 
tmteandthe subtleties of the philoso- 
pher; over the prejudice of the Gen- 
tile and the l^otry of the Jew." 

" The religion of Jesus," says Bish- 
op Taylor, "trampled over the phUo- 
sephy of the world, the arguments of 
the subtle, the discourses of the elo- 
quent, the power of princes, the in- 
terest of states, the inclination of na- 
ture^ the blindness of zeal, the force 
of custom, the solicitation of passions, 
the pleasure of sin, and the busy arts 
of the devil." 

Sir Isaac Newton set out in life a 
clamorous infidel, but, on a nice ex^ 
amination of the evidences for Chris- 
tianity, he found reason to change 
his opinion. When the celebrated 
Dr. £dmund Hall^ was talking in- 
fidelity before him, bir Isaac address- 
ed him in these or the like words :— 
« Dr.HalIey» I am always glad to hear 
you when you speak about astronomy, 
at other parts of the mathematics, be- 
cause that is a subject you have stu- 
died, and well understand; but you 
should not talk of Christianity, for 
you have not studied it. I have, and 
am certain that you know nothing of 
the matter." This was a just reproof, 
and one that would be very suitable 
to be given to half the infidels of the 
present day, for they o^n speak of 
what they have never studira, and 
what, in faid^ they are entir^y igno- 
rant o£ Dr. Johnson, therefore, well 
observed, that no honest man could 
be a Deist, for no man could be so af- 
ter 9, foir e!Kamination of the proofii 
of Christiamty. On the name of 
Hume bonff mentioned to him, ** No^ 
8ii^" said E»; "Home •waed tft« 



clergyman in the bishopric of Dur« 
ham, that he had never read the New 
Testament with attention." 

The late Lord B-«— e, the celebra- 
ted infidel, was one day readbg in 
Calvin's Institutions. — A clergyman 
of his Lordshb^s acquaintance com» 
ing on a visit, Lord B. said to ium^ 
" You have caught me reading John 
Calvin. He was indeed a man of 
ffreat parts, profound sense, and vast 
teaming. He handles the doctrines, 
of grace in a very masteriy manner." 
" DoetrineaqfgpraceP* repbed the cler* 
eyman. "The doctrines of grace 
have set all mankind together by the 
ears." " I am suxprisea to hear yoa 
aayso," answered Lord B. " you pro* 
fess to believe and to preach Chnsti* 
anity. Those doctrines are certainly 
the doctrines of the Bible, and if I be- 
lieve the BiUe, I must believe them ; 
and let me seriously tell you, that the 
greatest miracle in the wond ia, the 
subsistence of Christianity, aitd ite 
continued preservation as a religion^ 
when the preaching of it is commits 
ted to the. care of such unehristian 
wretohes aa you." 

Lord Bacon, towards the latter end 
of his life, said, that a smattering of 
philosophy would lead a man to Athe- 
ism, but a thorough insight of it wiQ 
lead % man back again to a fir^ cause,, 
and that the first principle of right 
reason is teli^on ; and seriously pw> 
fesses, that, afUr all his studies and 
inquisitions, he durst not die with 
an^ other thoughts than those of re- 
ligion, tau|dit, as it is professed, 
among the Uhristians. To the above 
we may add the names of Mr. Charles 
Gildon, Lord Lyttleton, Gilbert Vest^ 
Esq. Soame Jenjns, Esq. and the 
late Sir John Pnngle, who^ though 
they had imbibed Deistical princi* 
^es,were afterwards converted to the 
Chnstian foitb, and four out of the 
five wrote in defence o/it 

Infidels should never talk of our 
giving up Christianity, till they can 
propose something superior to it.. 
Lora Chesterfield's answer, there-^ 
fore, to an infidel lady was very just. 
Whea«t BruwKl^he wasixLvuca hj 
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Voltaire to topwith him, and with 
fiSaidftme C. The conversation hap- 
pening to torn upon the aflairs of 
England, " I thinK, my Lord," said 
l^Iadam C. ** that the pariiament of 
England conaista of five (xt six hun- 
di^ of the best informed and moat 
aensible men in the kingdom." 
"True, madam, they are generally 
aapposed to be so." — " What, then, 
my Xord, can be the reason that they 
tolerate so great an absurdity as the 
Christian religion 1" "I suppose^ 
madam," repUeid his Lordship, ** it is 
because they have not been able to 
■ibstitute any thing better in its 
stead: when they can, I don't doubt 
but in their wis^iom they will readily 
adopt it." 

Chiistianity is the best system for 
raising the standard of morals, and 
promoting the happiness of a go- 
vernment. The French, after mak- 
ing the boldest experiment in pro- ^ 

fimenese ever made by a nation in I or injure o&eis by a careless, wan- 
casting off its God, and who for a ton, or unkuid coiidacL .**As every 



rant, than in the present^ day. I 
think myself happy to live in a tinw 
when thiere are so many wise, excel- 
lent, and fiuthlul mknisten^ such m 
multitude of seiious people, so many 
Bibles and other good books distribu- 
ted, and sogreat anumberiMfpublie 
societies finr the pniiKue of conoeii- 
ing schemes and aaopting pbms kt 
the general good. 

CIVILITY* 
Rudeness ill beoomea men pos- 
sessed of ability, power, riches^ or 
religion. It is a law, not to be dia- 
pensed with— "To honour all men." 
Christians especially are called upon 
to show respect and Jundness to man- 
kind. " Sanctified dyility is a gnat 
ornament to Christianity." Pi^ of 
disposition, connected with urbanity 
of manners, characteriae both tlie- 
Chriatian and the gentleman. We 
should always be careful not to hurt 



time seriously delibeiated whether 
^ere should be any god at all ; who, 
after madly stampuig on the yoke of 
Christ, attempted to establisn oider 
on the basis of a wild and profligate 
philosophy ; was oMiged at len^£ to 
bid an orat<» teU the abused multitude, 
that, under a philosophical religion, 
every sooal bond was broken in 
pieces; and that Christianity, or 
something like it, must be re-estab- 



aotioa may produce efiecta over whictt 
human power baa no influence, and 
wfaii^ human sagacity cannot fore- 
see, we should not ligntly venture t» 
the verge of evil, nor strike at others^ 
though with a reed, lest, liketherod. 
of mSmcs it become a serpent in oqe 
hand." 

" If a civil word or two wiH render 
a man happy," said a French lam, 
"he nuat be a wretch indeed who 



lished to preserve any degree of order I will not give them to him." Wer» 



or decency. 

With respect to the propagation of 
Christianity, it is with pleasure I ob- 
serve, that though some of its pro- 
fessors are nominal, yet there is eveiy 
reaA>n to believe tliat it is making 
piogress in the world. The judg- 
ments of Grod, indeed, are in the 
eaitb, but his love and mercy are 
there also. The various commotions 
among the difierent states render the 
book of Providence diflkult to be 
read in many reapects; but it cer- 
tainly must be pimsing to consider, 
that there never, peniaps, was a 
more general zeal, or petitet eflerts 
made wt the imtiuctiNi of the igno- 



Mpenon to keep thb in view, yea« 
were all mankind to observe it, now 
mUQh bapp^ would the world be 
than what it is 1 We may say of this 
dispositiMi, "that it is tike lighting 
another man's candle by one's own» 
which loses none of fts tight by what 
the other gains." 

Frederic 11. King of Prussia^ 
made it a pdnt to return every mark 
of respect oi^ clviUty shewn him iit 
the stveet by those who met hun. 
He one day olbaorved at table, thal^ 
whenever he rode through the street* 
of Berlin, his hat was Sways in hitt 
hand. Biuroa PoUnitz, iwho was 
piesenti said, "ThftthkMajeityJiai 
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no oocaskm to notice the dvility off The fitUowing, we ue mfonnecL i 
eyeiy one who pulled his hat off to a true lehtion of an event whieh. 
him in the street." "And why not?' 



<t, 



why 
said the Kinff, in a lively tone : " are 
they not all human beings as well as 
myself?" 

It was a maxim of a celebrated 
minister, "that if achild but lispedto 
give you pleasure, you ought to be 
pleased." When occasional^ preach- 
uig in the villages, he used to be de- 
listed in visiting the poor, and, 
vraen solicited, would r^^e himself 
with their brown bread and black 
tea ; but took care, at the same time, 
that they should lose nothing by their 
attention. "When a poor person 
shows anxiety to administet to your 
comfort," he would say, " do not in- 
terrupt him. Why deprive lum of 
the Measure of expressing his finKend- 
shipV' *^ ^^ 

CONSCIENCE. 

Of all the horrors human beings 
ean feel, none perhaps are equal to 
those of a guiHy ooniicience. Item- 



happened m a neighbouring state^ 
not many years ago ^— A jeweller, t 
man of good character ana considei^ 
able wealth, having occasion^ in tha 
way of business, to travel some du- 
tance from the place of his abod^. 
took along with him a servant : he 
had with mm some of his best jew- 
els^ and a large sum of money, to 
which his servant was likewise privyw 
The master having occasion to dis- 
mount on the road, the servant 
watched his opportunity, took a pis- 
tol from the master's saddle, and 
shot him dead on the spot; then, 
rifling hhn of his iewels and mone^, 
and nanging a utrge stone to his 
neck, he' threw him into the nearest 
canal. With this booty he made off" 
to a distant part of the country,, 
where he hai reason to believe that 
neither he nor his master were 
known. There he began to trade^ 
in a veTfiow way at first, that his: 
ofiscurity ni^t screen him ^m ob- 
servation ; and in the dourse of many 



hitters every comlbrt, it dashes every years seemed to rise up, bj^ the natu- 
pleasure with sorrow, it fills the mina I ral progress of business, mto wealth 
with despair, and produces wretch- [ana consideration; so that his good 



edness iii the greatest degree. " To 
five under sudi disquietude," ssys 
Blair, " is already to undergo one of 
the most severe punishments wkich 
human nature can sufifer. When 
the world threatens us with any of 
its evils, we know the extent aAd dis- 
cam the limits of the danger. We 
see the quarter on whieh we are ex- 
posed to its attack. We measure 
our own strength with tbat of oarad- 
versary, and can tak^ precautions 
either for making resistance^ or for 
contriving escape. Bui wheaiui awa- 
kened conscience places kel!ne the 
sinner the just vengeance of the Al- 
mighty, the prospect is confounding, 
heoLUsethe danger is hcondless. It 
is a dark unknown which threatens 
ham. The arm thai^ stretched over 
him he can neither see nor resist 
No wonder that the lonesome soli- 
tade, or die midiiight hoar,^ shovdd 
atrikflt him with homvJ' 



/bftune appeared at once the^ect 
of industnr and the reward of virtue.. 
Of these he counterfeit^ the appear-^ 
ance so weH, that he grew into great 
credit, married into a good fiunily^ 
and, by laying out his hidden stores 
cfiBereetly, as he saw occasion, and 
joining to all an universal affability^ 
he was at length admitted to a share 
of the government of the town, and 
rose frmn one post to another, till at 
last he was chosen chief magistrate.. 
In this office he maintains a rair 
charactCT, and continued to fill it 
with no small applause, both as go- 
vernor and judge ; till one diay, as ne 
sat on the bench widi some of his bre- 
thren, a criminal was brought before 
hhn, who was accused of murdering* 
his master. The evidence came out 
full; the jury brought in their ver- 
dict that the prisoner was guilty, and 
the whole assembly waited the sen^ 
tenee of theprendent of the Ckmk 
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(^ludi happened to be Mnuelf) in 
puAwmpvOM. MeaiiwhiieheapMW- 
id tabe BimituiieldiioidBr mad agi- 
letioii of mind; hii eoiour dnnjied df* 
tn; at iength he ftfoee iioro his leat, 
MidyOoiBine down fiom the bench, pla- 
ced himeerf just by the unfortmiate 
man atthe bar,to the no small astonish- 
aent of all j^icsent "You see be- 
fore yon, (said he, addrraetng him- 
self to those who had sat on the 
bench with him,) a striking instance 
of the just awarm of Heaven, which 
this day, after thirty years' conoeal- 
anent, presents to you a greater crimi- 
nal than the man just now found 
guilty." Then he made an ample 
eonfesnon of his heinous offence, 
with an its peodiar aggravations: 
" Nor ean I,** continued he, "feel any 
relief from the aflonies of an awaken- 
ed conedenoe, out by requiring that 
jusCioe be forthwith done against roe, 
m the most public and solemn roan-^ 
ner." We may easily imagine the 
amaiement of all, especially his fel- 
low judges. They aocordingiy pr»> 
eeeded, upon his oonfession, to pass 
sentence upon him, and he died with 
•U the fffmptoms of a penitiMit mind. 
See Fordyce*s Dialogs on Educa- 
tion, and EneydoDBedia Britannica. 
A Mr. Thormigfagood, of the 17th 
century, having repniveid the sin c^ 
sweariiig, one of his heueis, sensiUe 
of his gmlt, andthinkinff he was Uie 
pemen particttlarly intended, resolved ' 
to 1^ hin; and in order to do it, he 
kid hknsdf behind a hedse, which he 
knew Mr. Thoroughgpod would ride 
by when he went to weach his weekly 
lecture. When Mr. T, came tothie 
place, he ofiered toshoothim, but his 
piece fidled, and only flashed in tiie 
puib The next we» he lay in the 
flone piaoe, with the same intent 
When Mr. T. came up^ the wretch 
offend tot five again $ but ^ pkioe 
wevdd not go o£ Upon this, his 
consdenoe accusing lum for sach m 
wickedness, he went after him, and, 
fiUling down on his knees, with tears 
in his eye% tetrted tli« whole to him, 
«nd begged his pard<m. Thk Pro- 
vidence was the mean of his oonyer- 



slon, and he becme, fium that tlme^ 
a serious good man. 

The iamous Mr. Giljni, who wa« 
called the Father of li» Poor, and 
the Apostle of the North, onee had 
his horses stolen. The news vfaa 
quickly mopazated, and every one 
expressed the highest indignation at 
it. The thie^ however, was rejoic- 
ing over his prize, when, by the re- 
Eort of the countnr, he found whose 
oTics he had taken. Terrified at 
what he had done, he instantly came 
tremUins back, confessed-the net, re> 
turned the horses, and declared be 
believed the devil would have seized 
him directly, had he carried them off 
when he knew they bebnged to Mr. 
Gilpin. 

Experienced ministers sometimee 
describe the feelings and situationtf 
of their hearers 80 exact, that, while 
the serious part are profited, the igno- 
rant are astonished. It is related of 
Mr. Richard Qarrat, that he used to 
walk to Petworth, every Monday. 
In one of these walks, a country fei- 
low, that had been his hearer the day 
before, and had been cut to the heart 
by somewhat he had deliveved^ sani» 
up to faim with his scythe upon his 
sbonklers, and in mighty n^ tdd 
him, " he would be thedeath of him,lbr 
he was sure he was a witch, he Imv- 
ing told him the day befiire what na 
one in* the world knew of him but 
[ Qod and the-devil, and, therefbre, he 
moat certainly dealt with the devil.** ^ 

One of the most sensible men I 
ever knew, lays one, but whose lifi^ 
as well as creed had been rather eo- 
cMitric, returned me the following an- 
swer, not many months before hia 
death, when I asked hkn, ** Whether 
his former irregularities were not both 
accompanied at the time, and succeed, 
ed afterwards, by some sense of men- 
tal peinr "Yest^'saidhe; ^'but I 
have scarce ever owned it until now. 
We ^meaning we infidels and men 
of fistshionaUe morals^ do not tell yoa 
all that passes in our kearts !" 

James Le Fevre, of £taples, di^ 
not outwardly depart from the Chuidi 
of RoiDe^ but at th« bottom of his 
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heart was a Protestant. He was pro- 
tected by the Glueen of Navarre, sis- 
ter to Francis I.; and, dming with 
her in company with some other learn- 
ed men, whose oonvetsation pleased 
the Clueen, he began to weep; and, 
when the Glueen asked him the rea- 
son of it, he answered, "the enormi- 
ty of his sins threw him into that 
grief! It was not the remembrance 
of any lewdness he had been guilty 
o^ and with regard to other vices he 
felt his conscience eas^ enough : but 
he was pricked in his ccmscience, 
that, having known the truth and 
taught it to several persons who had 
seafed it with their blood, he had the 
weakness to keep himself in an ssy- 
ham far from the places where crowns 
of martyrdom were distributed." He 
went to bed, where he was found 
dead a few hours after. 

An instance of the power of con- 
tKsence we have in Lord Rochester. 
•* One day," says he, " I was at un 
atheistical meetmg at a person's of 
quality : I undertook to manage the 
•cause, and was the principal dispu- 
tant against God and' piety, and for 
my performance received the applause 
l>r tne whole oompttny ; upon which 
tmy njind was terribly struck, and I 
iinqnediatefy rmlied thus to myself—* 
* Grood Goa ! niat a man that walks 
npriff ht, that seesihe wonderM works 
or (Mdf and has the use ef hu sen- 
ses and reason, should use thttnto the 
^e^^ of his Oieator r '' 



THB OONSGIENTIOUB JUDGE* 

Sir Matthew Hale, when Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer, was very 
exact and impartial in his administra- 
tion of justice. He would never re- 
ceive any private addresses or recom- 
mendations from the greatest |)ersons, 
in any matter in which justice was 
concerned. One of the first Peers of 
England went once to his chamber, 
and told him, ** That, having a suit 
in law to be tried before him, ne was 
then to acquaint 1dm with it, that he 
ndffht the better unjlerstand it when 
St dMMild come to be heard in Court.'' 



Upon which Sir Mattiiew inteiiiqp«.«k 
edThim, and said, " He did not 4e«t 
fidrly, to come to his dumber abeuft 
such afiairs, for he never leoeived BMXf 
information of causes bnt in opeol 
court, where both parties were to be 
heard aHke," so he would not suffer 
him to go on. Whereupon his QnoB 
(for he was a Duke) went away not 
a Uttle dissatisfied, and complained 
of it to the Kins, as a rudeness that 
was not to be endured. But his Ma- 
jesty bade him content himself that 
he was no worse used, and said, " He 
verily believed he would have used 
himself no better, if he had gone to 
solicit him in any of his own causes.** 
Another passage fell out in one of 
his circuits, which was somewhat cen- 
sured as an affectation of unreasons 
able strictness; but it flowed from 
his exactness to the rules he had set 
himself. A gentleman had sent him 
a buck for his table that had a trial 
at the Assizes ; so, when he heard 
his name, he asked, " If he was not 
the same person that had sent him 
venison 1" And findins he was the 
same, he told him, "He e<iuhi not 
suffer the trial to go on, till he had 
paid him for his buck;" To which 
the gentleman answered, *' That he 
never sold his venison, and that he 
had done nothing to him which he 
did not do to every Judse that had 
ffone that dreuit," which was con> 
firmed by several ffentiemen then 
present ; bntejl would not do^ for the 
Lord Chief Baron had learned from 
Solomon, that *< a gift perverteth the 
ways of judgment;" and therefore 
he would not suffer the trial to go Km 
till he had paid for the present ; upon 
which the gentleman withdrew the 
record. And at Salisbu]^, the Dean 
and Chapter having, according to. 
custom, presented liim.with six swar 
loaves in his circuit, he made hie 
servants pay fof the sugar before he 
wonld try their cause* 



COKTINTHXNT. 

Dr. Hammbnd, it is 
tKmbled wilhacomplioetioii ofdie» 
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Mden^ aad^ utai he bad gol the font 
■pen him, he need to thaiik God that 
k WM not.the itoiie i and when he 
had the atone, that he had not both 
tfiete dbtemiieia on him at the iama 
fme. Thua we eee how Chriotiam- 
ty inflnenoea. the mind, and learna ua 
to be iidimianTe and leaiffned under 

i; and, indeed, 



adyene piondenoeaj 
however men may booat of their oon- 
laga or fertitade, thevmiut be atran- 
ffen to genuine and mstinff peace, if 
they are nnafanaint4wi with rdigun. 
*' Poeta, indeed, and noveliata, nave 
beaatifiiUj deacribed contentment, 
and have often charmed thsxt admi- 
leiB into a momentary oblivion of 
their aonowa : bat t^ haa made 
way for aubaeqnent diaaatiafiiction 
with ever^ aitnation and employment 
an real hm. The citixen fiincieathat 
contentment dwella in rural obacuri- 
ty ; the.ruatic condudea that it may 
be fiMud in the aplendour and plea- 
Borea of tiie metropolian CoortierB 
freiend to think that this pleaaing 
campanbn ia inseparable from ratire- 
meat ; the pow emmeoualy imagine 
thatitmaybefoundinpalaioea. Bri- 
torn araiue themaelvtea with deacrip- 
^R8 of Arcadian grovea ; the Area- 
diana probably conclude that none 
are ao happy aa the kihabitanta of 
thii^ &sroined iaia. They who have 
it in ^r power are continually 
shifting from one place and pursuit 
to anolhajr : and such aa are exclu- 
ded fron^ this privilege, envy, grudee, 
^■nd mnrmur. The world resembles 
a number of pec^lo in a fever, who 
lelish- aoth|ng, aicr always restless, 
and try Ky i^o^EMant change of place 
or posture'^ «8^pe firom &eir unea- 
sy sens^tioA^ ; but all their efforto are 
in vain. DoesiM>t this single conai- 
demtion prove that godliness is the 
hMjkh of the soul, aiSi thai without it 
therecaabe noabidingconteatmentl" 
A Mr. Liawienoe, who was asuf- 
.ferer fiir oonacieAce sake, if he would 
have consulted witti fleah and blood, 
^ was said of one of the martrm, 
had eleven ^ood atj^uments against 
tfonnnng; vu. a w& aiMl ten cfafl- 
SxeiL Being «iioe ai|ud how he 



wMNiw*. to "*nTMiiiF than afl. hocheer- 
ftdly rallied, "TheymnekaUMveon 
Matthew, n. 34: 'Take there- 
fine no thought for the mofraw,* *' Ae. 
Cmitentment and reaignatioii, id 
such trying cJie mn Btances, are not 
only bmainga to the posseiison^ bat 
they fill by-atandeia with Mtonisb- 
ment Henoe, said Dr. W. to a 
poor miniate, ^'I wonder, Mr. W., 
iMnp^ jCKL do to live ao eopdbrtaUy ; 
methmka you, with your numeroua 
iiunily, live more plentiiully on the 
providence of God than I can wiUi 
the benefita of the pariah." 

When Archbishop Feneion's libfft- 
ry was on fir&— "Uod be piaiaed," 
said he^ " that it ia not the habitation 
ofsooMpoorman." 

It ia our intereat aa well as our 
dutf cheerfully to aoquiesoe in the 
vrill of Grod, whatever befidls ua.— 
** That wa may noicomphdn of whal 
i«, let ua aee (M'a hand in all eventa; 
and that we may not be afitaid of whaft 
ahaU te, let us see all eventa in God'a 
hands."— ''When I waa rich," aaya 
one, "I possessed God in all; and 
now I am poor, I poasess all in 
Grod." Thua a right temper of mind 
involvea bkaaedneaa in itself. "I 
carry all aijgooda with me wherever 
I go," flud a phihiaopher. So a 
Christian may truly aay. 

While Dr. DoddGridce was at Bath 
on his way to Falmouth, (firom which 
latter place he embarked for Liibon« 
for the recovery of his health,) Lady 
H — ^s house at Bath waa his home. 
In the moming of the day on 
which he aet out finom thenoe fat 
Falmouth, Lady H. came into the 
room, and found him weepingyover 
that paasage in Daniel, chapJfL 11 
and 13 vero cs " O Daniel, a man 
greatly beloved," dec " You asa in 
tears, Sir," said Lady H. "I am 
weepuig, Madam," answered the 
l^ood i^octor ; " but they are tears of 
oomiort and joy. I can giv^up nqr 
ootintiy, my relations, uid friendly 
intotbiehaaidaofGod} andastomy- 
m\ff I can aa weH go to heaven fraa 
Liabon aa fiKxoi my aani study at 
Nofthampton," 
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Bom pesnEMfy pkeM mnit the 
miiid of Dr. Walto have batai, when 
IB the pfoepect of deedi he nid, "I 
UeM God I can lie down with oom- 
fhrt at night, muohoitoiia whether I 
awake in thia world er another." 

«No doubt,** aaid the hite Mr. 
BfowiL of Haddington, ** I have met 
With trials as well asothen; yet so 
iund hath Qod been U> me, that I 
think, if God were to give me as ma- 
ny years as I have alr^y lived in the 
world, I wonki not de«re one single 
cireonMtanoe in my kt clianged, ex- 
cept that I wish I had less sm. It 
might be written on my coffin, * Here 
lies one of the eares of providenoe, 
who early wanted both lather and 
mother, and yet never nuased them.* ** 

CONVERSATION. 

It is mueh tolie lamented that pro- 
ttmng Christians are engaged so lit- 
tle in retigiom ocmversation. Sub- 
jects trite and oseloBS often occupy 
their attention, while topics of a pro- 
fitable nature are ns^eded. The ibl- 
bwing instance shows the necessity 
and utility of serious converse. 

A number of intimate friends be- 
ing at dinner together on the Lord's 
^y, one of the company, Ih order to 
prevent impertinent discourse, said, 
" /It iff a queaHoHj whether we shaU aU 
go to heaven or not ?" This plain 
hint occasioned a j^eral seriousness 
and self-examination. One thought 
— ^If any of this company go to heU, 
it must be m3nMlf ; and so thought 
another; even the servants who wait- 
ed flt table were affected in the same 
manner. In dioit, it was afterwards 
foui^that this <me sentence proved, 
l^ the special Messing of God upon 
it, instrumental to their oonvevBion. 

For some yean before Mr. Hervey*s 
death, he visited veiy few of the prm- 
cipal persons in \m neighbourhood. 
Being once asked, "Why he so sel- 
dom went to see the neighbouring 
gentlemen, who yet shewed Um ai 
posrible esteem and respect I** he an- 
swered, " I ean hardly name a peKte 
£unily where the eonmiitiaa e«Cf 



tnras vpon the thiH* ^ God. I 
hesor much fimthy aad weridly ^iC 
diat, but not a woid el Christ; aad 
I am detemiiied not to viot those 
companies where there k not rocm 
bt my Maater as well aa mysel£** 

Were clergymen in genemi to aet 
as Mr. Hervey did, it woold itofleet 
more honour on their ohaacter than 
tikas visiting for the sake of worid- 
\y pleasure and sensual eitjoymenl. 
But it is to be feared that the case Is 
very different with many. ** It is, I 
think, remarked by some one who 
went into the eompany of the dergy 
at one of their feasts, in hopes of fii^ 
ing among them that elegance and 
phikMOphical spirit of converse which 
he had in vain souriit among otheis, 
that nothing was tdked of with any 
apparent animation but the flavooi 
of the venkon, the fine relish oi the 
hams, the richness of the pie-cruit, 
and the exodlence of the claret.— 
These, indeed, caused the most cor- 
dial ccmmtulations $ and these, in- 
terrupteJ only by the conjectures of 
the next vacancies in livine, staUs, and 
mitres, constituted the whole of the 
discourse, in a symposium oonsiBtiiw 
of the instructor of mankind. If 
such be the case, we are not to wonder 
that the sublnner soit of convenation 
is rarely to be found in the oonftnon 
lanks, who are often too deficient in 
education to be able to inteichanffe 
their sentiments with any coasiderftDle 
advantage to the mind or the morals.* 
" The gift of speech," says Herve^; 
"is the great preromrtsve of our ra- 
tional nature. And it is a pity that 
such a superior faculty should be de- 
based to the meanest pirposcs. Sup- 
pose all our stately vessels, that pass 
and repass the oceen, were to cany 
out nothing but tinsd, and theatoKal 
decorations ; were to import nothing 
but glittering baubles and Mcely fim- 
ded toys; would such a method of 
trading be well judged in itself or 
beneficial fai its consecjuenees? Ar- 
tiookite speech is the mstnunent of 
much nobler ctmrneree^ intended to 
transmit and ^iffiue the treasurss of 
thoaiad. ABdwfilnatthiepiwtioe 
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%B aftogethet ai fanudieioitt ; must not 
the iflSie be iimmtely moie detri- 
ttentft], if tBiiB vehicle of intellectual 
wealth be freighted only with pleasing 
^pperiesl" 

** In the multiitade of words theie 
waht^h not dii'^ He who talks 
nnfeh, not pnly often renders himsell^ 
.unpleasant to the company, bnt u in 
danger of offending Grod. There is 
a happy mediom, which shoald be 
attended to ; neither to seal up the 
lips' in monkish stu^dity, nor, on the 
other hand, to be guilt^ of imperti- 
nent and trifling loquaci^. 

Zeno, being jiresent where a per- 
son of a 16quaciou8 disposition played 
himself o£^ said, with an air of con- 
cern in his countenance, ** I perceive 
that poor gentleman is ilL He has 
a violent flux upon him." The com- 
pany was alarmed, and the speaker 
stopped in^his career. " Yes," added 
the. philosopher, " the flux is so vio- 
lent, that it has carried his ears into 
his tongue." 

The Rev. Mr. Berridge being 
once visited by a very 'Io(|uacioua 
young lady, who, forgettmg the 
modesty of her sex, and the supe- 
rior gravity of an aged divine, en- 
Iprossed all the conversation of the 
interview with small talk concerning 
herself when she rose to retire, he 
said, " Madam, before you withdraw, 
■I have one piece of advice to ^ve 
you ; and that is, when you go mto 
oompany again, afler you have talk- 
ed half an hctir without intermix 
sion, I recommend it to you to stop 
awhile, and see if any other of the 
oomnany has any tiling to say " 

Tnough the above mentioned re- 
proof were suitable, yet iti» not to be 
understood that the giflof «)nversa- 
tion is to be lightly appreciated, but 
only to be used with judgment. 
' They who cannot talfc at all are, per- 
haps, as miser^He to themselves, as 
th^ who talk much are disagreeable 
to<ytherB. ' 

A gentleman who acquired a very 
^eonsiSerable fortune in trade, was ab-. 
•olutelv wretched because he could 
not talk in company. **Ia]namoat 



unhappy man,'' said ba. "I am in- 
vited to convenatioii*— I go to ooq- 
versatbn*— but, aha 1 Ihavenoeon- 
veiaation.'' Frcmthis inatanoe im 
may leam how modk won emidiio- 
tive to our happiness it iato stoie oar 
minds with inteneetoal wealth, *l» ffi^ 
to be heaping op riches ki expecta- 
tion that money will supply iSbe plaea 
of every thing else. 

Much is to be gained by judicioQi 
convenation. IV&nage once heard 
y aiilles say, that of ten things which 
he knew, he had learned nme ham 
conversation. **The tongue of the 
wiM," says Sobmon, ** uwth knaw- 
ledge an^t" And again, *<The 
tongue Of the just is as cfaoioe sfl- 
ver/' 

In convenntion, gveat care should 
be taken to introduce subjects with 
discretion and propriety. A penoQ 
once harangued on the strength of 
Samson. "I afiuoi,^ saidhe, "that 
this same Samson was the str on g ei t 
man that ever did or ever will five in 
the world." *(i deny it," repUed one 
of the compttny : " you yourself aw 
stronger 0an he." — "How do yon 
make our that 1" " Because you just 
now li^ged him in by head and 
shouli^rB." 

CONVERSIONS. 

To be convinced of the depravity 
of human nature, to have our undiv- 
standing enlightened, the will reno- 
vated, and wa conduct changed fim 
a course of sin to holiness, must ev« 
be ccmsidered as the greatest evidenoea 
of divine &vour, and the most valda- 
ble blessings we can be the partaken 
of. 

The accotmts given us, indeed of 
singular, sudden, and extraordinaiy 
conversions,' certainly deserve cloae 
attention, as many have, after all that 
tiiey have professed, proved thea^ 
selves still slaves to sin. Howesu^ 
to r^Eict all such instances becftviiw 
some have been counterfeit, is acllif 
iniudkiaus and uncharitable. Tito 
Ibuowing, I believe^ may be depeni- 
edon. 

3 
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Mr. Thomas Tregross, .of Exeter, 
dated hia convernon, after he had 
been some time in the ministry, and 
a su^rer fbr non-conformitj too! 
And it is a circumstance which- de- 
serves remark, that he considered a 
sermon composed and preached by 
himself, on Luke xii. 47, as the mean 
of his conversion ! 

A godly minister of the Gospel 
occasionallr visiting a gay person, 
was introduced to a room near to 
that wherein she dressed. After 
waiting some hours, the lady came 
in, and found him in tears. She in- 
quired the reason of his weeping. 
tie replied, " Madam, I weep on re- 
flecting that you spend so many hours 
before your glass, and in adorning 
your person, while I spend so few 
hours befote my God, and in adorn- 
ing my soul." The rebuke struck 
her consciencfc. She lived and died 
a monument of grace. 

Doctor Staunton was called the 
4Bearching preacher. Preaching once 
at Warborough, neai Oxford, a man 
was so much affected with his first 
prayer, that he ran home, and desir- 
ed his wife to get ready a^d come to 
church, for there was one iu the pul- 
pit who prayed like an angei. The 
woman hastened away, and lieard 
the sermon, which, imoer the Divine 
blessing, was the mean of her con- 
version, and she afterwards proved 
an eminent Christian ! 

A Mr. Woodward, who was Min^ 
,ister at Dursley in Gloucestershire, 
Was brought to think seriously by 
the followmg incident. Being out 
one evening late, as he was coming 
home^ some dogs fell a fighting about 
him, when he thought himself in 
great danger, which caused a serious 
reflection m him, what would have 
become of his soul if he should have 
been torn to pieces by them ; and so^ 
leaving his former company, he chan- 
ged it for that of the godly professors 
at Wotton, who vaed to pray and 
lepeat sermons, and sing together; 
wfiich edifying society he lirand so 
lienefictal, that he used to sayi 
J though Oxford made him a scholai^ 



the professors of Wotton fitted him 
for the Ministry." 

Lady H ; once spoke to a work- 
man who was repairing a garden 
wall, and pressed tiim to take some 
thought concerning eternity and the 
state of his soul. Some years after* 
wards she was speakine to another 
on the same subject, and said to him 
"Thomas, I fear you never piay, 
nor look to Christ for salvation." 
" Your Ladyship is mistaken," an- 
swered the man; "I heard what 
passed between you and James at 
such a time, ana the word you de- 
signed for him took effect on me." 
"How did you hear it 1" " I heard it 
on the other side of the garden, 
through a hole in the wall, and shall 
never forget the impression I recei* 
ved." 

When Oliver Cromwell entered 
upon the command of the Parlia- 
ment's army against Charles L he 
ordered all his soldiers to carry a Bi- 
ble in their pockets, (the same which 
is now called Field's.) Among the 
rest there was a wild, wicked young 
fellow, who ran away from his ap- 
prenticeship in London for the sa&e 
of plunder and dissipatbn. This 
fellow was obliged to be in the fesh- 
ion. Being one day ordered out upon 
a skirmishmg party, or to attack some 
fortress, he returned to his quarters 
in the evening without hurt. When 
he was goin^ to bed, pulling the Bi- 
ble out of his pocket, he observed a 
hole in it. His curiosity led him to 
trkce the depth of this hole into his 
BibVQ ; he found a bullet was gone 
as far^ the 11th chap, of Ecclesias- 
tea, 9th verse. "Rejoice, O young 
man, in )Sa^y youth, and let thy heart 
cheer thee Vn the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, 
and in the sigU of thine eyes ; but 
know thou, that S6r all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment." 
The words were set home upon hia 
heart hy the Divine Spirit, so that 
he became a very serious and sound 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ* 
and lived in London many yean al^ 
ter the dvU wan wen over. He 
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imed pleasantly to ofaserve to Dr. 
CvBiifl, Author of the Christian 
Temper, that the Bible was the mean 
cf saving his soul and body too. 

It is said of a merchant, that talk- 
ing to his friend who fell down dead 
bnore- him, he immediately upon it 
retired, and considered it to so good 
a purpose, that it became the mean 
of nis conversion. 

A certain libertine, of a most aban- 
, doned character, happened one day 
to stroU into a church, where he 
heard the 5th chapter of Genesis read; 
importing, that so long lived such 
and such persons, and yet the con- 
elusion was, "they died." Enos liv- 
ed 905 years, and he died— Seth 912, 
and he died — Methusaleh 969, and 
he died. The frequent repetition of 
the words, fte died^ notwithstanding 
the great length of years they had 
lived, struck him so (keply with the 
thought of death and eternity, that 
through divine grace he became a 
most exemplary Christian. 

Mr. Flavel being in London in 
1673, his old bookseller, Mr. Boul- 
ter, gave him the following relation, 
viz. <' That some time berore, there 
came into his shop a sparkish gentle- 
man, to inquire mr some play hooks. 
Mr. Boulter told him he had none ; 
but shewed him Mr. Flavel's little 
treatise of * Keeping the Heart,' 
intreatinj^ him to read it, and assur- 
ed him it would do him more good 
Ulan play books. The gentleman 
vead tne title; and glancing upon 
several pages here and there, broke 
out into these and such other ex- 
pressions — * What a fimatic was he 
who made this book I' Mr. Boulter 
begged of him to buy and read it, 
and told him, * he had no cause to 
censure it so bitterly.* At last he 
bought it, but told hun he would not 
lead it < What vrill you do with it, 
thenr said Mr. Boulter. 'I will 
tear and bum it,' said he, 'and send 
it to the devil' Mr. Boulter told 
him, 'then he should not have it.' 
Upon this the gmtleman promised 
io read it; and Mf, Bomter told 
luxo^ < If he disliked it upon leading, 



he would letum him las money/ 
About a month after, the gentlemaD 
came to the shop again in a verr 
modest habit, and with a sefioii* 
countenance addremd him thusi 
' Sir, I most heartily thank yoa for 
putting this book into my hands — \ 
bless God that moved you to do it : — 
it hath saved my soul — ^bleaied be 
God, that ever I came into your 
shop.' And then he bought an hun» 
diea more of those books of him, and 
told him, ' he would give them to the 
poor, who could not buy them.' " 

A godly fiiithful mimster, of the 
17th century, having finished prayer, 
and looking round upon the congie> 
gation, observed a young gentleman 
just shut into one o( the pews, wha 
discovered much uneasiness in that 
situation, and seemed to wish to get 
put again. The minister feeling a 
pecuhar desire to detain him, hit up- 
on the following singular expedienL 
Turning towards one of the members 
of his church, who sat in the gallery^ 
he asked him this question uoud — 
" Brother, do you repent of your codk 
ing to Christ 7" " No, Sir," he re- 

filed ; " I never was luppy till then, 
only repent that I did not come to 
him sooner." The minister then 
turned towards the opposite gallery, 
and addressed himself to an aged 
member in the same mannei^— ** Bro* 
ther, do you repent that you came i» 
Christ r^ « No, Siri" said he : "I 
have known the Lord from my youtk 
up." He then looked down upon tYi» 
young man^ whose attention was ful'^ 
ly engaged^ and fixing bis eyes upon 
him, said---" Young man, are yovk 
willing to come to Christ T thi» \m-^ 
expected address from the pulpit, ex- 
citing the observatioa of all the peo- 
ple, so affected him,, that he sat down 
and hid his fiice. The person who 
sat next to him encouraged him to. 
rise, and answer the question. The 
minister repeated it— ^ Young man^ 
are you wuing to come to Christ 1'^ 
With a tremiHous voice he replied^ 
«« Yes^ Sir." '^But when, Sirr ad. 
ded th& miniater, in a solemn and loud 
QDe.-«-Qe mildly aiunreiec^ ^KQfl% 
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Sir/' "Then «te7,"8aidhei"aiid hear 
the wmdotOod, which you will find 
m2Cor. vi 8: Behold now u the ac- 
oipted tinM, behold now u the day of 
(Huvation." By this sennon he was 
greatlv affected. Hecame into the vee- 
WTf after service, dissolved in tears. 
That nnwiUinffness to staj, which he 
had disooverec^ was occasioned by the 
strict injunction of his &ther, who 
threatened, that, if ever he went to 
htar the fiinatics, he would turn him 
oat of doors. Having now heard, 
and unable to conceal the feelings of 
his mind, he vras afraid to meet his 
£Uher. The minister sat down, uid 
wrote an affectionate letter to him, 
which had so good an effect, that both 
ftther and mother came to hear for 
themselves. They were boUi brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, and 
fitther, mother, and son, were to- 
gether received with universal joy in- 
to that church. 

The story of poor Joseph is so well 
kiiown, that it needs not a place here. 
However, it is pleasing to find that a 
person was savmgly converted by^ the 
means of reading that account in a 
periodical publicatioD. 

DEATH 

. " The best course of moral instruc-^ 
tion against the passions," says Sau- 
rin, " IS death." The grave u a dis- 
coverer of the absurdity of sin of eve- 
ry kind^ There the ambitious may 
learn the folly of ambition ; there the 
ndn may learn the vanity of all hu- 
man thmgs; there the voluptuous 
may read a mortifyinff lesson on the 
absurdity of sensual Measure. 

The mregate population on the 
soriaceof the known habitable globe 
IS estimated at 895,300,000 souls. If 
we reckon, with the andents, that a 
gMieration lasts 30 year% then m that 
space, 896,300,000 human beimra witt 
whom and die } coiise^ntly 81,760 
must be dropping into eternihr every 
^)[»3407eveiy lMar,orabout M every 
nniate. Reader, how awful k this re- 
flation I Consider, Prepare-Watch 1 

The caksnlttinii^asitienwcts death 



in Great Britain, is as follows : every- 
year, about 333,706; every months 
about 26^592; every week, about 
6,398 ; every day, 9Jl4 : every hour, 
40; and every three mihutes 2^ 

Constantine the Great, in order to 
reclaim a miser, took a lance, and 
marked out a space of ground of the 
sixe of the human body, and told him, 
" Add heap to heap, accumulate rich- 
es upon riches, extend the bounds of 
your poesesflions, conquer, the whole 
world, in a few days such a spot as 
this will be all you will have." " I 
take this spear," says Saurin; " I 
mark out this space among you ; in 
a few days you will be worth no more 
than this. Go to the tomb of the av- 
aricious man; go down and see hie 
coffin, and his shroud ; in four days 
these may be all you vnll have." 

" Death," says the same author, 
"puts an end to the most specious 
titles, to the most dazzling firrandeuTt 
and to the most delicious life. The 
thought of this period of human glo- 
ry reminds me of the memorable ac-^ 
ivaa of a prince, who, although he 
was a heathen, was wiser than many 
Christians ; I mean the ffr^t Saladin. 
Aflter he had subdued Egypt, paseed 
the Euphrates, and conquered cities 
; without number; after ne had reta- 
ken Jerusalem, and performed exploits 
more than human in those wars 
which superstition had stirred up for 
the recovery of the Hdy Lan<( he 
finished his Hfe in the performance 
of an action that ought to be trans* 
mitted to the most distant posterity. 

" A moment before he uttered his 
last sigh, he called the herald who 
had carried his banner before him in 
all his battles ; he commanded him to 
fiisten to the top of a lanoe the shroud 
in which the dying prince was soon 
to bp buried. *Go,' said he, 'carry 
the lance, unfuri this banner ; am^ 
while you hft u[f this standard, pn>> 
claim — Thi% this is all that remains 
to SaladfaitheQnsat (the Cortquetor 
and the King of the Empire) of all his 
glory.' Christians (says SaurinY I 
perform to-day the oflloe of this ne> 
tald. I fosten to ths irtaff ef a ipa«r 
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wfiOBoal and intellectual pleasiuM^ 
worldly richea, and human honoun. 
All theae J reduce to the piece of 
cn^ in which you will ahortly be 
Ipned. Thia itandard of death I 
lift up in your sight, and I cry— Thi% 
^ia la all that will remain to you of 
toe poaaesdona for which you ex- 
chan^ your aouls." 

Philip, King of Macedon, aa he 
waa wrestling at the Olympic gumes, 
fell down in the sand ; an^ when he 
rose again, seeing the print of his bo- 
dy in the sand, cried out, " O kmo lit- 
tle a parcel of earth will hold us, 
when we are dead^ who are ambi- 
tumaly seeking after the whale world 
whilst toe are livintt /" 

A Sultan amusing himself with 
walking observed a Dervise sitting 
with a human skull in his lap, and 
appearing to be in a very profound 
xeyerie ; his attitude and manner sur- 
prised the Sultan, who demandod the 
cause of his being so deeply engaged 
in reflection. "Sire," swd the Per- 
vise^ " this dcull waa presented to me 
this morning ; and i have from that 
moment been end^vourin^, vn ▼ain, 
to discover whether it is the skull of 
a powerful Monarch like your Ma- 
jesty, or a poor Der«se like myself." 
A humbling consideration truly ! 

Mr. B mentioning to Dr. 

Johnson^ that he had seen the execu- 
tion of several convicts at Tyburn 
two days before, and that none of 
them seemed to be under any concern.; 
** Most of them, Sir," said Johnson, 
**bave never thought at allj' "But 
isr not the fiear of death natural to 
man 9" said B. " Sa much so, Sir." 
said Johnson, "that the whole of 
fife is but keephig away the thoughts 
of it." There are some exceptions, 
however, to this remark. Dr. Donne, 
it is said, some time bef&re his death, 
when he waa emamted with study 
and sickness, caused himself to b« 
wrapped up in a sheets which, was 
gathered over b&i head&i the manner 
df a shroud, and,^ having closed hia 
eyes, he had hia portrait taken, whfeh 
waa kept by hiahed^aidteas loiu^aa ha 
fived, to xemind him.o('mortafiy.. 



When Garrick ahowed Br. Jbkii* 
son hia fine houae^gaidena^ atirtiia% 
pieturea, Ac. at ^anpton Cooit^ 
what ideaa did they awaken in th» 
mind of that great manl Inalead dT 
a flattering compiimenl^ whkh was 
expected, '^Ahl David^ David, D^ 
vid," aid the Doctor,^ dapping hi* 
hand upon the little man's shouldery 
"these are the things which make a. 
death-bed terrible." 

Lewis the Xlth of France waa si^ 
fearful of death, that, aa often aa ife 
came into hia physiciaD'a head to 
threaten him witn death he put 
money into bia handa to pacify hmu. 
His physician ia said to have jEot 
55,000 erowna from him in £v» 
months. 

u I Kive heard of a man," say» 
Gui^ " ^t would never be pra> 
a^nc at any ftineral ; he could nok 
<4ven bear the sight of any of hia owxk 
grey hairs, and, therefore, used a 
black lead comb to discdour them, 
lest, by these, the thoughta of 
death, which he abhorred, should 
crowd in upon him.'*^ 

Mere dignity of sta^n, or woridl^ 
afliuence, cannot produce real felici- 
ty : there is stilTan uncomfortable re- 
flection,, that an will terminatie in 
death. " Hence," said the late popu- 
lar Mr. W. " I'd rather be a beggar* 
boy at sixteen, without a shiuuig,^ 
than the Chamberlain of London, at 
seventy !** 

That waa a pertinent and empha-' 
tical reply, which a FeUow. of Ema-- 
nuel CollJBge,, in Cambridge, matib to 
a friend' of^ lus of ^e same Colli^ge^ 
The latter, at the Restoration, had 
been representing the great dSfficul- 
tiies Tas they seemed to him) of ecnr- 
formity m point of conscience, con-r 
eluding, however, with these words :i 
" But We most live." To which th» 
other answered only with the lik» 
number of words:. "But we. must 
(also) die.**^ Than which a better an^ 
swer could not possibly be giVen^ 
Let those whom it may eonoenii 
weigh the anawer welt 

" Consider deatii in. itaeIC it d^'^aft 
a goodwriterobseryei^ ^asadaceneit 
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•id the tolemsky ef Ae Kene In- 
enMefl as death advatioei. Eveiy 
fltep the hat enemy takae^ alanm ; 
every fiesh eymptoni itiikee tenor 
tiitb te epectaton, and ipreaiii n- 
lenoe and gloomuien thnnigfa the 
dwelling; toe diaeaae baffles the* 
vowerm medicine. They who stand 
(y, observe Its progress ; the dying 
man watches their looks; he sus- 
pects his case to be desperate. The 
l^ysician at length pronounces it so ; 
he believes it. riTow the wheel of 
life goes down apace. The vkal 
0ame burns fiiint and irregular ; rea- 
son intennits, short intervals of sense 
divide his thoughts and passions: 
now himself is the object; then his 
iunily. His firiends, his Telations, 
his children, crowd around Ha bed, 
shed their unavailing tears overVim, 



and having, as he used, eaten mm- 
egg, he sa^to his daughter, ^ I thfaik- 
I am yet hungry : you may bring naif 
another egg." But having muMd t 
whiles he said, " £bldf dauffhteff 
hold i my MoBter eaUa me** With 
these words his sight fiuled himf 
whereupoa he callra for the Bible^ 
and said, "Turn to the 8th chapter 
to the Romans, and set my finger on 
the words — */ am 'persuaded that 
neither deatf^y nor life^ <^. ahaU he 
able to separate me from the love of' 
€hdf which is in Christ Jesus mi^ 
Lord.^" When this was done, lii» 
said,. " Now ismy finder upon them? " 
Bein^ told it was, without any more, 
he said, " iVoto, Qod he with yoUy my 
children; I have hreakfaated with 
you, and shall sup with my Lortt 
Jesus Christ this night." And then 



and receive his last blessing. Bi^ expired. 

pulwbeate a surrender to the pafel Addison, after a long and manly 
wnqueror ; ^eyes swrni j hu. tongue I b^t vain stkiggle with Ss distemper, 
^dters; a c(dd sweat bedews his ihce; dUnussed hiV physicians, and ^tli 
\» gnmns i he expires V* them all hopes of life. But with his 

hopeft of life he dismissed not his con- 
cerns for the Hving, but sent for a 
youth who was nearly related, and 
finely acxsomplished.' He came, but, 
life now glimmering in the socket, 
the dying (Hend was silent. After 
a decent and proper pause, the youth 
said, " Dear Sir, you sent for me. I 
believe and I hope you have some com* 
mands ; if you have, I shall hold them 
most sacred." May distant ages not 
only hear but feel the reply t Forci- 
bly grasping the youth's hand, he 
softly said, " See m what peace a 
Christian can die !" He sp&e vnth 
difficulty, and soon expired. 

Beza, in his younger years, was 
one day in the church of Charenton, 
where he providentially heard the 
91st Psalm expounded. It was fol- 
lowed with such power to him, that 
he not only found it sweet and plea- 
sant, but was enabled to believe that 
the Lord would fulfil to him all the- 
promises of that psalm. . At his death,, 
he declared to his Christian finendk 
that he had feund it so indieed. Tha% 
as he had been enabled to close vnNi 
the< second verse, ihl tahbg the JjoA 



HAPPY DEATB«^ 

** BLES3ED are ihe dead who die 
in the liord." Nothing can be more 
consolatory to a pious mind>.than the 
conaderation of the happy deaths of 
^Uevers. The idea of dissolution is, 
indeed, somewhat terrific in itself; 
hit when we behold the Christian in 
that moment superior to every fear, 
ahd often happy beyond expression, 
it tends to brighten our hopes, ani- 
ipate our ndnd^ and helps us to look 
£>rward^ to our own exit with a de- 
gree of composure and submission. 
•^There is nothing in history," says 
Addison^ *^ which i» so improving as 
those accounts whksh we meet with 
of the deaths of eminent persons, and 
of their behaviour i|i that dreadful sea- 
son." 

A happy death, no less than an 
bply 11^ IS the gift of God. Hence 
])r. Guise never prayed in public- 
without thanking God for aftwlio 
^htttft in the fiith. 

Mr. Robert Bruoe, the moniiDg 
hdb^ he died, being «! bieak&st, 
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1^ iufl Ged, »ad gul a sore daiiB tkat 
JbB should be Ub refuge andjbrtremt 
99 he had Ibmid remarkalil j, in the 
after ehanges of his life, that the Lofd 
had delivered him from the mare qf 
the fowler, for he had been in fre- 
quent haiaid hy the lying in wait of 
many to ensnare him; and from the 
noiMme feotUtnce (&T he was some- 
times in great hazard from tiie pes- 
tilence) in those places where he was 
called to reside ; and, amidst the civil 
wars, which were then so hot in 
France, he had most oonvincing de- 
lireranoes from many imminent ha- 
zaids, when he was called to be pre- 
sent sometimes with the Protestant 
Princes upon the field, where thxnir 
oanda didfaU dbovi him. And thus, 
when near his end, he found that 
Psalm so observably verified on which 
he was caused to hope, that he went 
tiiiongfa all these promises, declaring 
the comfortable accomplishmfflit of 
them, how he found the Lord giving 
hia Angela charge over him, often 
antvoering him when he caUed upon 
him ; how he had been with him in 
irouhUf had delivered him, and had 
Mtisfedhim with long life. And 
now, says he, I have no more to wait 
for, but the fiilfilling of these last 
words of the Psalm — " / wiU shew 
Xim my solvation j which with con- 
fidence I long fyr." 



AND 



DEATHS, REMARKABLE, 
PRESENTIMENT OF. 

Though we are not bound to be- 
lieve every idle story ]^n>pagated b^ 
the weak and superstitious, yet it 
must be confessed there have been 
singular monitions and very remarkar 
Ue events which have preceded the 
death of some men, the testimonies 
for which we cannot reasonably re- 
ject. The foUowmg, I believe, are 
attested by indubitable evidence. 

The pious Mr. Ambrose had a 
Teiy strong impulae on hk mind of 
the approach of death, and took a 
forma! leave of his friends at their 
hoDseB a little before his dqpaitnre^ 
and the last night of his life heseiril 
ttbidiBDoune Gwoenung aqgel»to tito 



press. The next day he shut 
self 19 in his paiionr, whero, to the 
great surmise and renet of all wh» 
saw him, he was found just ezpirinff. 

Dr. WiUet, in his epirtie ded£ito^ 
prefixed to his Hexapla upon Exo- 
dus, has this expresBkm: " It is moet 
honourable for a soldier to die fight- 
ing, and for a bishop or pastor pray- 
ing; and, if my mercifiil God shall 
vouchsafe to grant me my request, 
my earnest desire is, that m writii^ 
and commenting upon some part of 
the scripture, I may finish my days." 
This request was granted him, for he 
was called hence as he was compoe- 
ing a CfMnmentuTf upon LevUicus. 

Archbishop Usher often said, he 
hoped to die with the laI^p]age of the 
publican in his mouth; and his bio- 
grapher tells us, that his wish was 
ftdfilled: he died, saying, '< God be 
msrciftd to me a sinner. 

There was a remarkable circum- 
stance in Dr. Leighton's death. He 
often used to say, that, if he were to 
choose a j^lace to die in, it should be 
an^ inn ; it looking like a pilgrim's 
going home, to whom.this wo«a wae 
all as an inn, and who wa» weary 
with the noise and conftudon of it. 
He added, that the officioosness and 
care of friends were an entanglement 
to a dying man, and that the uncon- 
cerned attendance of those that could 
be procured in such a place would 
give less disturbance. He obtained 
I what he desbed, for he £ed at the 
Bell-Inn, in Warwick Lane, in the 
year 1684. 

The manner of Mr. Saltmarsh'e 
death was so extraordinary, that it 
deserves a place m this coUectioD. 
Dec. 4, 1647, being at his house at 
nford in Essex, he told his wife he 
had been in a trance, and received a 
message from God, which he must 
immemately deliver to tlw army. He 
went that night to London, and next 
day to Windsor: being come ta the 
council of officers, he UM them that 
the Lord had left them; that fae 
would not prospertheir consultations, 
but destroy them by divisions among 
themselves, because they had sou^t 
to dflrtsoy the pe^ eCGod, th^Mu 
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who stood bj them in their greateit 
ttUfficnltiei. Ho thon went to the 
Qdnenil, and, without moving his 
hajt, tokl him, that God was highly 
displeased with him ibr committing 
of saints to prison. Tho like mes- 
aa^ he deliyerod to Cromwell, rfr- 
qmring him to take eflfectual measures 
for the enlargement of the members 
of the army who were committed Ibr 
not complying with the general coim- 
dl. He then took his leave of the 
officers, telling them he had now done 
his errand, and must never see them 
any more. After which he went to 
London, and took leave of his Mends 
there, telling them his work was 
<k>ne, and desiring some of them to 
be careful of his wife. Thursday, 
Dec. 9, he returned to Dford in per- 
fect health : next day he told his wife 
he had now finished his work, and 
must go to his Father. Sunday 
morning, Dec. 11, he was taken 
speechless, and about four in the 
afternoon died. 

Dr. James Sponer, some days be- 
fore he died, gave orders that nothing 
of black should be in his coffin — 
" For," said he, "I have been ja sor- 
rowful man tnese many years, la- 
menting the deplorable state of Christ's 
Church militant here on earth ; but 
now, being upon the ixmit of retiring 
into the chuch triumphant in Heaven, 
I will not have the least mark of sor- 
row left upon me ; but my body shall 
be wrapt up all over in white, for a 
testimony that I die in expectation of 
a better and more glorious state of 
Christ's church to come, even upon 
earth." 

The Georgia Analytical Reposi- 
tory, No. 3, contains the following 
singular account of the death of Mrs. 
Daniel On the morning preceding 
her death, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 
junior, left her in perfect healthy ex- 
pecting their return at dinner tune ; 
shorthr after this hour they arrived, 
and found the victuals on the table 
ttsarcely cold. To th^ unutterable 
surprise, their mother appeared in her 
grave clothes, having also prepared 
and token possesion of a smtable 
place foi ]»t corpse^ To the eaioMt 



and affectionate inquiries Which were^ 
imnuidiately addrnsed to her, she 
calmly rephed, " I am admonished by 
a strong unpression on my mind that 
my departure is at hand; I hope 
ffraoe has prepared me formy change: 
I have no desire to remain any longer 
in thb world. Pray be composed, 
and resi^ me to the will of my God. 
I am going to the rest that I have 
loi^ desired." 

With the best means in their power 
to re-animale her feeble body, they 
used all the remonstrances and en- 
treaties that prudence and affection 
could suggest, to banish from her 
mind the idea of instant dissolution : 
observations were made on her case, 
the natural appearance of her counte> 
nance; and hopes very confidently 
expressed that sne must be mistaken 
in tier views of so sudden a death : in 
reply she said, " I should be very 
sorry to find this to be the ease-, but 
am imder no apprehension of it. I 
have received an assurance of being 
in heaven in a short time : my soiu 
is in perfect peace ; I feel no pain, and 
am happy : compose yourselves, and 
leave me to my joys. Love and serve 
God, and you will soon follow me to hi» 

Sresence ! May God bless you, my 
ear children, and keep you in th& 
way of his holy commandments." 

W ith great composure, she directed} 
a pair of hose and d handkerchief, 
wmch she had laid by themselves fos 
the purpose, to be put on her corpse, 
as the only articles she had omitted 
in otherwise fitting herself for the 
coffin. Nothing l&e distortion was- 
seen in her features ; no symptoms of 
alarm, nor the slightest degree of 
derangement, appeared in her conduct- 
or conversation. Life gradually re> 
treated to the extremities of the sys- 
tem ; her breath began to fiiil, and ia 
the course of a very few minutes she 
gently departed. 

She hod been remoikably healthy 
for many years, and never appeared 
more so than she was a little before 
her dissolution. li iis supposed, that, 
within two houra from the time she 
conceived herself warned to prepare 
immedialdy fas dflatb« dw was iik 
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«Mrnity : sdynral of her ndgfabonn, 
jjlio''an3 wortiij of the highest oon- 
iidenito, speak of her as a pioiui and 
exceUenf character. Th6 extraordi- 
sary manner of her dissolution is 
said to have had a happy e£foct, in 
connexion with her dying counsel, on 
her surviving relatives. 



DIFFIDENCE. 

While we behold some possessed 
but of little knowledge, ana a medi- 
ocrity of talent, put on all the con- 
sequence of learnmg and all the bold" 
ness of authority, we are sometimes, 
on the other hand, eipectatora of men 
of uncommon worth, fine genius, and 
extensive abilities, laboonnff under 
the iettens of diffidence and fear. It 
is, however, an unhappy circumstance 
^r such, as it must be injurious to 
fhemselvesj while it precIwHes in some 
respect their usefiilness to others. 

It is said of the learned Junius, that 
he had such an invincible modesty, 
that throughout his life he appeared 
to common observers under peci^ar 
^sadvantages, and could scarcely 
speak upon the most common sub- 
jects witn strangers without a suffu- 
sion in his countenance. In this 
respect he seems to have equalled our 
fiumous Mr. Addison, who likewise 



not' remembered, that, while he m« 
sided at Deptfofd, he ever pfenched 
puMidy in the neighbouriiood, ex* 
cepting once, when ne accepted an 
appointment to preach at the Aicb- 
deacon's visitaticm, at Dartford. In 
this instance he kept his intention an 
entire secret, lest a multitude should 
be drawn to hear him. ^ He after- 
wards mentioned toa particular friend| 
that fiom the hour he stood engaf^, 
which was several weeks before the 
time, he could scarcely think of any 
thing else ; and that, when the day 
arrived, his spirits were so extremely 
agitated, that, for a few minutes after 
he was in the pulpit, he was deprived 
of his eye-signt. 



DStlBERATlON ; 

Off the Town CUrk qf Epk^aui. 

Deliberation, which is the act of 
considering things before an under- 
taking or making dunce, is very 
essential to our honour and comfort 
in the' present state. " I have he«td 
one say (observes Dr. Mather) that 
there wae a gentleman, in the 19tb 
chapter of Acts, to whom he was 
more indebted than to any man in 
the world. This was he whom our 
translation calls the Town-clerk of 
Ephesus, whose counsel it was to do 



was at once one of the greatest philo- 1 nothing rashly. Upon any proposal 
sophers, as well as one of the most I of • 



abashed and modest men of his time. 
Such was the diffidence of that 
good man Dr. Conyers, that if he saw 
a Strang in his conffre^iion, es- 
pecially if he suspected hun to be a 
minister, it woula so disconcert him, 
as to render Um almost incapable of 
speaking. On these ooeaaionfl he 
would sometimes say to Mr. Thorn- 
ton— "If you expect any bteswiir 
under my nunistery, I beg you wiO 
not bring so many black eoatt with 

VRAM »» 

you. 

Perhaps there have been martyrs 
who appfoac^ied the raek on the stake 
with less dis l iw i iii g sensations than 
be has felt when tmat to enter upon 
bk othfirwka deiii^bitfid wink* fli» 



consequences, it was a usual 
speech with him—* we shall first a4« 
vise with the Town-clerk of Ephesusu' 
One, in a fond compliance vvith a 
friend, forgetting the Town-clerk, 
may do that in haete which he may 
repent at leisure — ^may do what may 
cost him several hundreds of pounds, 
besides troubles which he would noi 
have undergone for thousands." 

DISPUtATIOir. 

So much have the tempeni of meQ 
been agitated in controvercy, and sq 
numeroitithe quibbles of dtqiutanti^ 
that it has, with greet proprkiiy, beat 
ealled a thorny path. 

Bi$ Qemy W<^m to dislike Hi 
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ijhttt he ordered the fiiUowing inecrip- 
tion to be put on his monument : 

** Hie Jaeet hujus sententls primus auctor— 
'*' Disputandl pruritus eoctesie scabies, 
'' Nomen alias quaere." 

** Here lies the first author of this sentence— 
.'"The itch of disputation is the bane of the 
Church. 

" Seek his name elsewhere i" 

The same person beine asked if he 
thought a Papist could be saved, 
"You may he saved," replied he, 
** without knowing that" An excel- 
lent answer to the questions of im- 
pertinent curiosity in religious mat- 
ters. 

A certain disputant was once la- 
bouring a point (in which himself 
was more interest^ than Grod,) and, 
finding his antagonbt hard to be con- 
vlnceo, he so &r forgot himself as to 
reverse the nature^f his argument, 
and, lifting up a dreadful cmb stick 
wMch he nad in his hand, says he, 
'* If you won't believe it, I'll make you 
believe it" 

Philip Melancthon being gone to 
the conferences at Spire in 1529, he 
made a little journey to Bretten to see 
his mother. This good woman asked 
iam what she must believe amidst so 
mmy disputes, and repeated him her 
fvayera^ which contained nothing su- 
perstitioiis. "Gro on, mother," said 
ne, "to beHeve and pray as you have 
done, and never trouble vourself about 
religious controversies." It is said of 
diiis great man, that he lonired for 
<d(»th for two reasonf ; I. Tnat he 
iinight enioy the much desired pre- 
sence ana sight of Christ, and of the 
heavenly Church ; and, 2. That he 
might be freed tKXoa the cruel and 
implacable discords of divines. 

Even Luther, who was no small 
controversialist, used to pray in the 
following manner : " From a vain- 
glorious doctor, a contentious pastor, 
and nice questions, the Lord deliver 
his church." 

There are some persons who are 
habitually dispotedtowranglinff, and 
it is curious enough to hear sudi j us- 
tify their conduct by a piretenoe of 
«eal for the truth. It is not the love 
pf truth, hut of ndoiy, that engages 



them in disputation. "I have wiC* 
nessed," savs Dr. Beattie, "manjr^ 
contests of this kind ; but have seldom 
seen them lead, or even tend, to any 
useful discovery. Where ostentatioBy 
self-conceit, or love of paradox, are 
not concerned, they commonly arise 
from some verbal ambiguitv, or from 
the misconceptioR of some met, which 
both parties, taking it for granted 
that tney perfectly understand, are at 
no pains to ascertain. I once saw a 
number of persons neither unlearned 
nor ill-bred meet together to pass a so- 
cial evening. A (uspute arose about 
the propriety of a certain action, in 
which some of the company had been 
interested the evening before. Two 
parties of disputants were immediate- 
ly formed, and the matter was.w^mily 
argued from six o'clock till midaight 
when the company broke up. Not 
being able to enter into the merits of 
the cause, I did not take any part in 
the controversy; but I observed that 
each of the speakers persisted to the 
last in the opinion he took up at the 
beginning, in which he seemed to be 
ramer confirmed than staggered by 
the arguments that had b^n urged 
in opposition. Thus most disputes, 
if I mistake not, will be found to be 
equally unprofitable. If a cataloffue 
were to be made of all the truths mat 
have been discovered by wrangling 
in company, or by solemn disputation 
in the schools, I believe it would ap- 
pear that the contending parties 
might have been employed as advan- 
tageously to mankind, and much moie 
so to themselves, in whipping a top^ 
or brandishing a rattle." 

"The following little parable or 
story," says Bishop Patrick, " I have 
somewhere met with out of Anselnu 
They were two men, says he, who, 
a little before the sun was up, fell 
into a very earnest debate concerning 
that part of the heavens wherein that 

!;loriou8 body was to arise that day« 
n this controversy they suffered 
themsdves to be so rar engaired, that 
at last they fell together by Uie ean. 
and ceased not Qn&t bunetings till 
they had beaten out each otbexa eyoa^ 
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■nd 80 it came to peas that, when a 
little after the aim did show hia fiice, 
neither of these doughty champions 
could discern one jot. So it is often 
with controversialists." 

It must, however, be observed that 
there is a difference to be made be- 
tween disputations and the wrong 
management of them. Disptftation of 
itself IS not an evil. " The ministry 
of our Lord was a perpetual contro- 
versy. St. Paul's Epistles are, most of 
them, controversial. The Apostles 
oame at truth by muck dispiUing a- 
mon^ themselves, Acts xv. 7, and they 
eonvmced Jews and Gentiles by dispu- 
ting with both, Acts xvii. 17 ; xix. 
8." But the evil arises from the bad 
spirit with which controversy is often 
conducted. It is prettily said by 
Archbishop Tillotson, that those who 
eie transported by passion, by their 
ill management of a good cause, and 
by their ungracious way of maintain- 
ing the truw, have found out a cun- 
ning way to be in the wrong, even 
when they are in the right. Alas ! 
what a pity that our passions should 
be such bsmriers to the promotion of 
truth and the improvement of our 
minds! 



DRESS. 

To say much upon this subject, 
perhaps, would be considered as im- 
pertinent and intruding, since indi- 
viduals are here suppled to judge 
for themselves. Let it, however, be 
observed, that in this, as well as in 
other things, an extreme should be 
guarded against. To be led by 
every &shion which fancy dictates, 
is a mark of a little, effeminate, and 
worldly mind ; and to be rigidly plain, 
carries with it an air of affected sin- 
gularity. There is a simple elegance, 
connected with uniform neatness, 
about some persons, that appears more 
Gonnstent than all tiie meretricious or- 
naments of the gay, or the very pe- 
culiar dress of those who run to the 
odier extreme. 

Fliilopemen, the greatest soldier of 
liifj^ in Gieece, was uauallyclad 



in a very plain dress, and often went 
abroad without any servant or atten- 
dance: in this manner he came alone 
to the house of a friend, who had in- 
vited him to dinner. The mistress 
of the &mily, who expected him, (as 
the General of the Achieans,) took 
him for a servant, and begged ho 
would give her assistance in the 
kitchen, because her husband was 
absent Philopemen, without cere- 
mony, threw off his cloak, and fell to 
the cleaving of wood. The husband 
coming in at that instant, and^ sur- 
prised at the oddness of the sight : 
"How now. Lord Philopemen T' 
says he: "what's the meaning of 
this?" "O," answered the oOien 
" I am paying the interest of my bad 
looks." 

Augustus Cssmt used to wear no 
other apparel but such as his wife, 
his sister, or daughter, made him ; 
and used to say, "That rich and gay 
clothing was either the ensign of 
pride or the nurse of luxury." 

It is said of the celebrated Mr. 
Whitfield, that he was always very 
clean and neat, and often said, pleas- 
antly, " That a minister of the Gos- 
pel ought to be without a spot."-— 
Sir Edward Coke was very neat in 
his dress, and it was one of his sen- 
timents, "That the cleanness of a 
mtn's clothes ought to put him in 
mind of keeping all clean within." — 
Mr. Nelson, the learned and pious 
author of many excellent booKs of 
devotion, was peculiarly elegant in 
his dress and appearance. Though 
such an advocate for strict piety, he 
was willing to convince the world 
that it did not consist in a monkish 
habit, or exterior habiliment Men 
of a studious turn sometimes, how- 
ever, have been so absorbed in pursuit 
of intellectual pleasures, that they 
have paid little attention to their bo^ 
dies. 

Francis Eudes de Mezery, an emi- 
nent French historian, was so negli- 
gent of his dress, that he might have 
passed for a beggar rather tlun what 
ne was. He was actually seized one 
morning by the aichen oes pauvie^ 
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or paruh offioen; which miftake 
ynm 90 fu fiom jpiDTokiim^ him, that 
he waa highly mverted with it, and 
told them that *' He was not able to 
walk on fiiot, hot, as aoon as a new 
wheel was put to his chariot, he 
would attend them wherever they 
thought proper." 

Sir Matthew Hale, while a stodent 
at Lincoln's Inn, neglected his appa- 
rel 80 much, that he was once taken, 
when there was a press for the Ejng's 
service, as a fit person for it. Some 
that knew him coming by, and giving 
notice who he was, the pressmen let 
him go; from which time he began 
to be more decent in his dress. 

It is said of the late Mr. Romaine, 
that, when at Oxford, the desire of 
mentid improvement had gained such 
an aseendancj over him as to render 
him inattentive to that decency of 
dress which generally distinguishes 
the clerical order. Passing by the 
apartments of the master of one of 
the colleges in his dishabille, a gen- 
tleman who was a visitant asked, 
" What slovenly fellow is that with 
his stockings about his heels V The 
master returned for answer, " That 
slovenly fellow, as you call him, is 
one of the greatest geniuses of the 
age, and is likely to be one of the 
greatest men in the kingdom." 



DRUNKENNESS. 

" A DRUNKEN man is a greaj^r 
monster than any that is to be found 
amohg all the creatures which God 
has made ; as indeed, there is no cha- 
racter which appears more despicable 
and defamed m the eyes of all rea- 
sonable persons than that of a drunk- 
ard." 

.^schines, commending PhiUp, 
King of Macedon, for a jovial man. 
that would drink freely, Demosthenes 
answered, " That this was a good 
quality in a sponge, but not m a 
king." 

Bonoeus, one of our own country- 
men, who was addicted to this vice, 
having set up for a share in the Ro- 
znan empire, and being defeated in a 



mat battle, hanged hiiniel£ Whn 
He was seen by the army in this me- 
lancholy situation, notwithstanding 
he had behaved himaelf Teiy bimyely, 
the common Jest was, thftt the thing 
they saw hanging on the tree hefixre 
them waa not a man, but a bottle. 

Alexander having invited seyeral 
of his friends and general officers to 
supper, proposed a crown as a reward 
for him who should drink most He 
who conquered on this occasion was 
Promachus, who swallowed fourteen 
measures of wine, that is eightem 
or twenty rants. After receiving the 

{>rize, wmcn was a crown worth a ta- 
ent, i. e. about a thousand crowns, 
he survived his victory but three days. 
Of the rest of the guests, forty died 
of their intemperate drinking. 

When this same prince was at Ba- 
bylon,^ after having eqpent a whole 
night in carousipg, a second was. pro- 
pcMcd to him. Jae met accordingly, 
and there were twenty guests at ta- 
ble : he drank to the he^th of every 
person in company, and then pledged 
them severally. After this, calling 
for Hercules' cup, which held an in- 
credible quantity, it was filled, when 
he poured it all down, drinking to a 
Macedonian of the company, Proteas 
by name; and afterwards pledged 
bun again in the same extravagant 
bumper. He had no sooner swailow> 
ed it, than he fell upon the fioor. 
"Here then," cries Seneca, (descri- 
bing the fatal effects of drunkenness) 
"this hero, unconquered by all the 
toils of prodigious marches, exposed 
to the dangers of sieges and combats, 
to the most violent extremes of heat 
and cold, here he lies subdued by Us 
intemperance, and struck to the earth 
by the fatal cup of Hercules." In 
this condition he was seized with a 
fever, which, in a few days, termina- 
ted in death. He was 32 years and 
8 months old, of which he had reign- 
ed 12. No one, says Plutarch, sus- 
pected then that Alexander had been 
poisoned : the true poison which 
Drought him to this end was wine, 
whicn has killed many thousands be- 
sides Alexander. 
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' ** The caution of an heathen prince 
{see Elsther i. y. 8.) even when he 
would show his generosity, may 
shame many who are called <i^hri0- 
tians, that thin)^ they do not sufficient- 
ly show their gopd house-keeping,* 
nor hid their friends welcome, unless 
they maJke them drunk, and, under 
pretence of sending the health round, 
send the sin round, and death with it." 

Anachonis, the philosopher, heing 
asked hy what means a man might 
best guard against the vice of drunk- 
enness 1 he made answer, " By bear- 
ing constantly in his view the loath- 
some indecent behaviour of such as 
are intoxicated in this manner." Up- 
on this principle probably was found- 
ed the custom of the Lacedemonians, 
of exposing their drunken slaves to 
their chiknen, lyho, by that means, 
conceived an early aversion to a vice 
which makes men appear so mon- 
strous and irrational. 

The fiimous Bernard Gilpn disco- 
vered the seriousness of hi» disposi- 
tion very early in life. A begging 
friar came to his Other's house, where, 
according to the custom of the times, 
he was received iff a very hospitable 
manner. The friar made too' free, 
and was not sober enough to save ap- 
pearances. The next monAng, how- 
ever, he ordered the bell to toU ; and 
from the pulpit expressed himself 
with great vehemence against the de- 
bauchery of the times, and particu- 
larly against drunkenness. Young 
Gilpin, Uien a child by his mother's 
knee, seemed, for seme time, exceed- 
ingly affected, with the friar's dis- 
course, and at length, with the' utmost 
indignation, cried out—" Oh, Mam- 
ma^ you hear how this fellow dares 
speak against drunkenness, and was 
^hunk himself yesternight at our 
house T' How carefril and circum- 
spect should professors of religion be 
in their conduct ! Even infantine 
wisdom cannot help discerning and 
marking the inconsistencies of such. 

7%e Drunkard confounded. 

A notorious drunkard, who used, 
when told of his ungodly Ufe, to shake 



off all the threalenings of the word, 
upon a presumptuous hope of the 
mercy of God, was, at last, laid on a 
bed of sickness, and which, for a time, 
scared all his old cmnpanions in ini- 
quity from visiting turn ; but heaiinj^ 
he was cheery and pleasant in his 
sickness, some of them ventured to 
see him ; whom they feund very con- 
fident of Uie mercy of God, whereby 
their hands were much strengthened 
in their old ways : ' but before ne died, 
his tone was much chained ; his vain 
hopes vanished, and his guilty con- 
science awakened. Now ready to die, 
he cries out in despair, " O ! Sii)^, I 
had prei>ared a plaister, and thought 
all was vrell ; but now it vriU stick no 
longer." Thus b the word of Qod 
verified : " There is no peace to the 
wicked." 

T%« Drunkard recovered* 

The late R. P. of W. was, for some 
time, awfhlly ensnared by the sin of 
drunkenness, but was, at lencth, re- 
covered from it in the fellowuig sin- 
gular way; he had a tame goat, which 
was wont to fellow him to the ale- 
house which he frequented. One 
day, by way of frolick, he gave the 
ammai so much ale,.that- it became 
intoxicated. What particularly struck 
Mr. P. was, that, from that time, 
though the creature would follow him 
to the door, he never could get it to 
enter the house. Revolving this cir- 
.cumstance- in his mind, Mr. P. was 
^ed to see how much the sin by which 
he had been enslaved had sunk him 
beneath a beast, and from that time 
became a sober man. 



DiTELS. 

The number of duels that are nbw 
feught proves the sad depravity o« 
the times, and of the little sense men 
have of another world. " If every 
one," says Addison, "that fought a 
duel were ^ to stand in the pillory, it 
would quickly lessen the number of 
these men of imaginary honour, and 
put an end to so uwura a practice.^ 

" When hdDour is a support to vir* 
4 
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REL1GI01TS, KOSALf AND 



%iioiis principles, and nms parallel 
with the laws of Qod and our coun- 
try, it cannot be too much cherished 
uiid encouraged ; but wlien the die* 
tates of honour are contrary to those 
of religion and equity, they are the 
greatest depravations of human na- 
ture, by givmg wrong ambitions and 
fiilse i(feas of what is good and laud- 
able, and should, therefore, be explo- 
<cled by all governments, and driven 
out, as the bane and' plague of human 
society." 

Gbston, Marquis de Renty, an il- 
lustrious nobleman, having a com- 
mand in the French army, had the 
misfortune to receive a chanenge from 
a person of distinction in the same 
(Kivice. The Marquis returned for 
answer, ** That he was ready to con- 
vince the gentleman that, he was in 
the wrong ; or^ if he could not con- 
vince him, was as ready to ask his 
pardon." The other, not satisfied 
with this reply, insisted upon his 
meeting him . with the sword. To 
which ma Marquis sent this answer ; 
** That he was resolved not to do it, 
unce God and his King had forbidden 
it; otherwise he would have him 
know, that all the endeavours he had 
ttted to pacify him did not proceed 
ftom any fear at him, but of Almigh- 
ty, God and his dis{^[ea8ure — ^that he 
■should go ever^ day about his usual 
liusiness, and if he did assault him, 
he would make him repent it." The 
uigry man, not able to provoke the 
Marouis to a duel, and meeting him 
one day by chance^ drew his sword, 
and attacked him. The Marquis 
soon wounded and disarmed both him 
and his second, with the assistance of 
a servant who attended him. But 
then did this truly Christian noble- 
man, show the difference betwixt a 
brutish and a Christian courage ; for, 
leading them to his tent, he refreshed 
th^m with vrine and cordials, caused 
their wounds to be dressed, and their 
awords to be restored to them ; then 
dismissed them with Christian and 
friendly advice, and was never heard 
to mention the affair afterwards, even 
• to his nearest friends, (t was a usual 



saying with this gveat man, ** That 
there was more true courage and gtf^ 
nerosity in bearing and forgiving aa 
injury for the love of Grod, than in 
reqmtting it with another ; in sufier* 
ihg rather than revenging, because 
the thing was really move difficult. 
Adding, that bulls and bean had con- 
rage enough, but it was brutal cou- 
rage ; whereas that of men should be 
such as became rational beings and 
Christians." 

A quarrel having aakea between & 
dslebn^ gentleman in the literary 
world and one of hk aoqjoaintancea^ 
the latter heriNcatty, and less lacont*" 
caUy, concluding a letter to the for* 
raer, on the subject of the dispute,, 
with, ** I have a lifo at your service^ 
if you dare take it." To which the 
other replied : " You si^ you have a 
life at my service, if I dm take it. 
I must confess to you, that I dare not 
take it ; I thuik my God I have not 
the courage to take it. But though 
I own that I am afraid to deprive you 
of your life, yet, Sir, permit me \a 
assure you, that I am e<^ually thank« 
ful to the Alaiighty Bemg, for mer^ 
cifully bestowing, on me sufficient 
resolution, if attacked, to defend my 
own." This unexpected kind of re- 
ply had the proper effect ; it brought 
the madmim back again to his reason* 
Friends intervened, and the affidr waa 
compromised. 

It is reported of the fkmous Yiis- 
oount de Turenne, that, when hs 
was a young officer, and at the siege 
of a fortified town, he had no less 
than twelve challenges sent him, all 
of which he put in his pocket without 
farther notice : but^ being soon after 
cmnmanded upon a demerate attack 
on some part of the tbrtificationa^ 
he sent & oillet to each of the cU» 
lengers, acquainting them, " That 
he had received their papers, which 
he deferred answering tul a. proper 
occasion offered both wesi and ium* 
self to exert their courage for the 
King'ip service ; that, being ordered 
to assault the ^lem^'s works the next 
day, he desired their company, when 
they would have an opportunity of 
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BJffnatiang their own bravery, and of 
hems witnesses of his." We may 



leave the reader to determine, in this 
case, who acted most like a man of 
sense, of tempef, and of true cou- 
nee. 

Two friends happiening to quarrel 
at a tavern, one of them,, a man of a 
hasty disposition, insisted that the 
other should fight him next morning. 
The challenge was accepted on con- 
dition' that they should breakfast to- 
fletber at the house of the person chal- 
l^nff ed, previous to their going to the 
field, when the challenger came 
in the morning, according to appoint- 

g6nt, he founde very preparation made 
r break&st, and his fnend with his 
-wife and children ready to receive 
him: their repast being ended, and 
the family' withdrawn, without the 
least intimation of their purpose hav- 
ing transpired, the challenger asked 
ihe other if he was ready to at- 
tend ?~« No Sir," said he, " not tiU 
we are more on a par : that amiable 
woman, and those six lovely children, 
who just now breakfasted with u^ 
depend, under Providence, on my 
life for subsistence ; and, till you can 
stake something equal, in my estkna- 
tion, to the weukre of seven pers^p 
•dearer to me than the apple of 1^ 
€ye, I cannot think we are equally 
matched." " We are not indeed!" 
replied the other, giving him his 
hand. — These two persons became 
firmer friends than ever. 

Sir Cholmley Deering, member lof 
parliament for the county of Kent, 
was kUled by his intimate friend, Mr. 
Thomhill, in a duel, the 9th of May, 
1711. These gentlemen, having sat 
too long over a glass of wine, it 
seems, began to make personal re- 
flections on each other, which tm>- 
duoed a chalienffe ; and both of them 
were grieved &ey had quarrelled, 
some tmie before they fought; but, 
deluded by a fidse notion of honour, 
believiojg their courage would be 
ddled in question if &ey did not 
fight, they armed themsdves ^m/^ 
0WOMB snd pistol^ went^ without any 



malice, in the same coach, to the 

5 lace where the matter was to be 
ecided ; and, on the first discluffgfr 
of the pititols, Sir Cholmley wai 
mortally wounded, and died a few 
days alter, lamenting the unhappy- 
occasion, and that acme of their 
friends would be so good as to en- 
deavour to make up the matter be- 
fore they fought ; for it seems some 
days had elapsed between the chal- 
lenge and the engagement : nor was^ 
Mr. Thornhill less afflicted than his 
dying friend, for the unfortunate 
murder which thail felse notion of* 
honour had incited him to commit on 
a gentleman in whose defence he 
would readily have ventured his owa 
Ufe at another time. " I have relat- 
ed this more largely, (says the writer 
of this article,^ that gentlemen, re- 
flecting on this unhappy adventure, 
may, when passionate words are let 
fell, deliberate a little before they run 
hea(fiong to their own destruction. 
It has been observed, that the Ro- 
mans, the bravest men that ever ruled 
the world, ^ve no encouragement to% 
this practice of duelling. They 
thought there was more honour in 
passing b)r an afiront, than resenting 
it : especially in so outrageous a 
minner. The highest point of ho- 
iffUr among them was, the saving- 
the life of a fellow-citizen; but, 
unong us, no man is thought brave^ 
till he has murdered a friend ; and: 
shall Christians whose very chsuRse- 
teristic is a forgiving, benevolent, 
temper, become more savage than^ 
heathens, by encouraging these bav-> 
barous encounters 1 The parliament, 
it is true, was so sensible of thfr 
inhumanity of the practice, that a 
bill was brought in, in 1711, to pre- 
vent tiie infemous p/actice of duel-, 
ling ; but it was unaccountably 
dropped, and we have yet no law 
that sufficienUy restrains gentiemenk 
from cutting the throats of their 
friends and relations ; for that ab-> 
surd notion still prevaUs, TViat he i^ 
a scoundrel vho refuieti ta ba m 
murdBvettJ* 
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EARLY RISING. 

It cannot be denied that early 
rifling is conducive both to the health 
of the body and the improvement of 
the mind. It was an omervation of 
Swift, "That he never knew any 
man come to greatness and eminence 
who lay in bed of a morning." 
Though this observation of an indi- 
vidual is not received as an universal 
maxim, it is certain that some of the 
most eminent characters which ever 
existed accustomed themselves to 
early rising. It seems, also, that 
people in general rose earlier in for- 
mer times than now. In the four- 
teenth century, the shops in Paris 
were opened at four in the morning ; 
at present a shop-keeper is scarcdy 
awake at seven. The Iving of France 
dined at eight in the morning, and 
retired to his bedchamber at the 
same hour in the evening. During 
the feign of Henry VII i. fashiona- 
ble people in England break&sted at 
seven in the morning, and dined at 
ten in the forenoon. In Elizabeth's 
time the nobility, gentry, and students, 
dined at eleven in the forenoon, and 
supped between five and six in the 
afternoon. 

Various have been the means nii|^e 
use of to overcome the habit of sleep- 
ing long of a morning. Buffon, it is 
said, always rose vnth the sun ; he 
often used to tell by what means he 
had accustomed himself to rise early. 
"In my youth," says he, "I was 
Tery fond of sleep ; it robbed me of 
a great deal of my time ; but my 
poor Joseph (his domestic servant) 
was of great service in enabling me 
to overcome it. I promised to give 
Joseph a crown every time that he 
could make me get up at six. Next 
morning he did not fail to awake me, 
and to torment me, but he only re- 
ceived abuse. The next day after he 
did the same, with no better success ; 
and I was obliged at noon to confess 
.that I had lost my time. I told him 
that he did not know how to manage 
his business ; that he ought to think 
of my promise, and not to mind my 



threats. The day fbllovdng he erO" 
ployed force; I begged for induU 

fence, I bid him be gone, stormed, 
ut Joseph persiste;^. I was, there- 
fore, obliged to comply, and he was 
rewarded ever^ day for the abuse 
which he suffered at the moment 
when I awoke, by thanks accompani- 
ed with a crown, which he received 
about an hour after. Yes, I am in- 
debted to poor Joseph for ten or a 
dozen of the volumes of my vwjrks." 
Frederick II. King of'^ Prussia, 
rose very early in the morning, and 
in general allowed a very short part 
of his time to sleep. But as age and 
infirmities increased upon him, his 
sleep was broken and disturbed ; and 
when he fell asleep towards the morn- 
ing, he frequently missed his usual 
early hour of rising. This loss of 
time, as he deemed it, he bore veiy 
impatiently, and gave strict orders to 
his attendants never to suffer him to 
sleep longer than fbxa o'clock in the 
morning, and to pay no attention to 
his unwillingness to rise. One morn- 
ing, at the appointed time, the page 
whose turn it was to attend him, and 
who had not been long in his service 
came to his bed, and awoke him. 
*\L,et me sleep but a little longer," 
said the Monarch : " I am still much 
&tigued." " Your Majesty has given 
positive orders I should wake you so 
eariy," replied the page. — " But ano- 
ther quarter of an hour more." "Not 
one minute," said the page : " it has 
struck four; I am ordered to insist 
upon your Majesty's rising." — 
"Well," said the King, "you are a 
brave lad : had you let me sleep on, 
you would have &ied ill for yoiir 
neglect." 

Czar Peter, the &mdus phflosopher, 
who honourai London so long with 
his residence, whom Muscovy en- 
joyed so many years, and whose 
memory will ever be the admiration 
of Europe, used constant^ to rise 
before day ; and when he- saw the 
morning break, would express his 
wonder that men should be so stupid 
not to rise every morning to behold 
one of the most gloxious sighta ill 
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theimivene. "Theyt^keadeligliV' 
Mid he, " in guong <m a pietuie, the 
trifliiig work of a DMntal, and at the 
same tune neriect one pamted by the 
hand of the. Deity himself. Fmr my 
part," added he, ** I am for making 
my life as long as I can,^ and theie- 
ibre deep as little as possible.'* 

Dr. W . Gonge was very conseiona- 
Me in spending his time, firom his 
youth to his yery death. He used 
to rise very early both winter and 
iRmuner. In the winter, he constant- 
ly rose long before day-Ught ; and in 
the summer time, about four o'clock 
in the morning ; by which means he 
had done half a da^'s work before 
others had begun their studies. If he 
heard any at work before he got to 
his study, he would say (as Demos- 
thenes did concerning the smith,) 
^That he was much troubled that 
any t^ould be at their calling before 
he was at his." 

Dr. Doddridge, in his Exposition 
of Rom. xiii. and 13 verse, has these 
words : " I will here record the ob- 
servation which I have found of great 
use to myself and to which I may 
■ay that the production of this work, 
aiid most of my other writings, is 
owing; viz. that the difference be- 
tween rising at five and at seven of 
the clock in the mominj^, for the 
space of 40 years, supposing a man 
lo go to bed at the same hour at 
Wht, is nearly equivalent to the 
aShtion of ten yeara to a man's life, 
of which (supposing the two hours 
In question to be spent) eight hours, 
every day, thovAd be spent in study 
and devotion.'^ 

^The solemn stillness of the 
morning, just before break of day, 
(says a good author,) is fit and friend- 
ly to the cool and undisturbed recol-. 
lection of a man just risen from his 
bed, fully refreshed, and in perfect 
health. Let him compare his con- 
dition with that of half the world, 
and let him feel an indisposition to 
admire and adore his Psotector, if he 
can. How many great events have 
come to pass since 1 hav6 slept I I 
ftelmyiiMilmfiGanoe.. ThehevM»L- 



1y bodies have moved oi>r ^ S'Mt. 
wheeb of nature have none of tlwiBi 
stood stiU ; vegetation is advanced ;: 
the season is oome forward: fleets 
have continued saihnff ; councils have- 
been held ; and, on uie opposite ride* 
of the world, in broad noon daj^ 
business and pleasure, amusements^ 
battles and revolutions, have taken, 
place, without my concunenoe, ood^ 
sent, or knowledge. Great Godt 
what am I in the world 1 An insect,, 
a nothing ! 

" How many of my feDow-crea^ 
tures have spent the whole night in* 
praying, in vain, for ten minutes^ 
sleep; liow many, in racking pain,., 
crying, " Would God it were morn- 
ing I" How many in priison I How 
many in the commission of great 
crimes I How many have been bomtw 
out of house and home ! How many 
have been shipwrecked at sea, or lost 
in untrodden ways in the land I How 
many have been robbed and murder-^ 
ed ; now many have died . unnre-^ 
pared, and are now lifting up ttieir 
eyes in torment ! And here staBd* I^ 
a monument of mercy, * the livittf^ 
the living, to praise God.* O Lord,, 
thou patient and mercifiil Being, unto, 
thee will I look up : I will bemoaits 
the vices and ' sympathize with tlio« 
distresses of my feUow-creatures : I 
will try this day to show my gratitude^ 
to my Preserver,, by takin^care nOk 
to offend himJ' 

FMINENT PERSONS RAISED^ 

JTROM LOW situations;. 

This article perhaps vrill not be 
found superfluous, when we consider 
that its tendiency is to encoarage^ 
merit obscured by indigent cireum^ 
stances, and to suppress pride an^ 
vanity m any who, though arrived at 
the summit of prosperity, have for* 
gotten the humbte vallcn^ thrDQ|^ 
which they once traversed.. 

Archbishop Abbot was educaledt 
and maiiitaine<f by publas charity^ 
Tillotson^ft fatherwas a weaver; andf 
does not i^pear to have been in cir^ 
emnstancefr sufficient to provkle for Wm. 
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MQ. Pope SixtuB y. while he wai| 
a boy keeping a neighbour's hogs, a 
Frenciscian friar, who had lost his 
way, applied to him, for direction, 
which he gave with so good a srac^ 
and at the same time offereu his 
services so earnestly to attend him as 
a waiting boy, provided he would 
teach him to read, that the friar took 
him home to his conveht. Such was 
his first step to the road of prefer- 
ment, which he pursued so steadily, 
that he was admitted to make his 
profession at fourteen years of age ; 
was ordained a priest, by the name 
of Father Montalto, and at last 
arrived at the honour of the Pope- 
dom. 

On his elevatbn to the tiarOf he 
used to say, in contempt of the pas- 
quinades that were made upon his 
hurth, that he was domus natjis iUus- 
irif bom of an illustrious house ; be- 
cause the sunbeams, passing through 
the broken walls and ragged roo^ 
illustrated every comer of h^ father's 
hut. The poor people of Italy, till 
of late, have been accustomed to ex- 
cite in their children an application 
toi study, by relating to them the 
story 01 this pope. 

Pope Benedict XII. was the son 
of a miller, whence he came to be 
called the White Cardinal. He 
never forgot his former condition; 
and when he was upon marrying his 
niece, he refused to give her to the 
great lord who sued for her, and 
married her to a tradesman. 

Ubussa, princess of Bohemia, first 
ennobled, and then nmrried, Primas- 
laus, who before was a plain hus- 
bandnuqi. In remembrance of his 
former condition, .he preserved a pair 
of wooden shoes. Being asked the^ 
cause of his doing so, he made the' 
following answer : — ** I have brought 
these shoes with me for the purpose 
of setting them up aa a monument in 
the Castle of Vwegxade, and of ex- 
Ijibiting then^ to my successors, that 
aU niay know that the first prince of 
Bohemia "was.called to his high digni- 
ty from, the cart and the plough ; and 
t^ I py^. whp. ^m. elevated ta.^ 



crown, may bear constantly in mind 
that I have nothing whereof to b» 
proud." 

John Prideaux, Bishop of Wor- 
cester, was originally very poor. Be^ 
fore he applied himself to learnings 
he stood candidate for the ofiSce of 
parish clerk at Ugborow, in Devon^ 
shire, and to his great mortification 
another was chosen into that place;.. 
Such was his poverty on his first 
coming to Oxford, thi^ he was em- 
ployed in servile offices in the Kitch-^ 
en of Exeter College for his support. 
He has been often heard to say, that 
if he had been elected clerk of UglxK 
row, he should never have been a 
bishop. He was so far from being 
ashamed of his former povert^r, that 
he kept the leather breeches which he 
wore at Oxford as a memorial of it.. 
He died 29th July, 1650, aged seven- 
ty-two. 

We are told of this sreatman, that^ 
towards the latter end of his life, he 
sufiTered so much from plundering 
and sequestration, that he was redu- 
ced to nis oriffinal state of poverty.. 
A friend comms to see him, and sa- 
luting lum in me common form of 
"How doth your lordship dol" 
" Never better in my life (said he,) 
only I have toa great a stomach $ 
for 1 have eaten that little plate which 
the sequestration left me, I have eat- 
en a great library of excellent books,, 
1 have «aten a great deal of linen,, 
much of my brass, some of my pew- 
ter, and now I am come to eat icon i 
and what will come next I know 
not." 

Isaac Maddox, a famous Eiiglisjii 
prelate,, who was bom of obscure pa- 
rents, whom he lost while he was 
young, was taken care of by an aunt» 
who placed him in a chanty sch»ol^ 
and afterwards put him on trial to 
a pastry cook ; but before he was 
bound apprentice, the master told 
her that the boy was not fit for trade ; 
that he was continually reading books 
of learning above his (the master's) 
comprehension ; and therafore advith 
ed tnat she should take him away^ 
and seiul him \»ek to scbml^ to w> 
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Ipwthe bentofhifl mcliiuition. He 
WBB theiefore sent to one of the uni- 
venities of Scotland ; from thence 
he went to Cambridge, and roie from 
one degree to another, until he was 
made successively the Bishop of 
Asaph and Worcester. • 

The names of Parker, Whitgift, 
Ghrindal, Potter, and a vast number 
of others, migbt here be subjoined, 
who rose fivm humble situations in 
fife; but the above must suffice. 
Let me, however, add, that no kind 
of catumny or disrespect whatever 
should be attached to such characters, 
whose piety or talents have rendered 
them conspicuous in the world ; for, 
'*It is no uncommon thing," says 
one, "in the dispensations of the 
only wise GKxl, to keep those persons 
ludden for a time under the veil of 
obscurity, whom be intends shsJI 
make the most illustrious appearance 
on earth ; and that those whom In- 
finite Wisdom hath appointed for the 
emancipation or redemption of others, 
as preparatory to that, shall them- 
selves experience the hardships of 
bondage, toil, and labour, so that, like 
the rising sun, the^ may more visi- 
bly shed their lighten, and sensi- 
bly communicate their usefulness to 
a benighted world." 



Mb brother Smerdis out of envy, 
because' he couU draw a stronger 
bow than himself or any of his fi>l- 
lowers; and the monster Caligula 
slew his brother, because he was a 
beautifrd young man. 

MutiuB, a citizen of Rome, wa» 
noted to be of such an envious and 
malevolent disposition, that Publius, 
one day, observing him to be very 
sad, said, " Either some great evil is 
happened to Mutius, or some great 
good to another.'' 

" Dionysius, the tyrant, (says Plu- 
tarch,) out of envy, punished Philoze- 
nius, the musician, because he could 
sing ; and Plato, the philosopher, be^ 
cause he could dispute better than, 
himself." 



ENVY. 

" Envy," eajs Johnson, " is, above 
all other vices, inconsistent with the 
chuacter of a social being, because it 
sacrifices truth and kindness to very 
weak temptations. He that plun- 
ders a w^thy neighbour^ gains as 
much as he takes away, and may im- 
prove his own condition in the same 
proportion as he impairs another's ; 
but he that blasts a floorishinff re- 
putation, must be content with a 
small dividend of additional &me, so 
small as can afford very little conse^ 
lation to balance the guilt by which 
it is obtained." 



When Aristides, so remarkable for 
his inviolable attachment to justice, 
was tried by the people at Athens, 
and condemned to banishment, a 
peasant, who was unacquainted with 
the person of Aristides, applied to 
him to vote against Aristides. " HaA 
he done you any wrong," said Aris- 
tides, " that you are for punishing him 
in this manner?" "No," replied the- 
countryman, " I don't even know 
him ; but I am tired and angry with> 
hearing every one call him the juaV* 
Let us watch against the first ri- 
sing of this base spirit, and learn 
rather to be thankful for what we are, 
than envy others because we are in- 
ferior to them ; remembering that 
we also have our place and excellence 
in the scale of being. " It should 
help to keep us from Mivying others,." 
says Henry, **when we consider how 
many there are above whom we are 
placed. Instead of fretting that any 
are preferred before us in honour, 
power, estate, or interest, in gifts,, 
graces, or usefulness, we have reason 
to Uess God, if we, who are less thaiv 
the least, are not put hiAdmosts" 



" Base envy wIttiexB at anrther's J07, 
"And hales that exoeUenGe It cannot reach.** 



STERNITT. 



'^ When I endeavour to 
eternity ta myself" says Sturin, " I 
I avail mysdC of whatever I can. con-» 
Cambyies, Kihg^ of Penia, slew PceiVe most feog and durable. I heap. 
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imagination on ima^nation, conjec- 
tate on conjecture. First, I consider 
thoee long lives which all men wish,, 
and some attain. I observe those oM 
men who Uve four or five generations, 
and who alone make the history of 
an age. I do more : I turn to ancient 
chronicles, I go back to the patriar- 
chal age, and consider life extending 
througn a thousand years ; and I say 
to myself all this is not eternity, all 
this is only a point in comparison of 
«temity. Having represented to my- 
self real objects, 1 form ideas of ima- 
^nary ones. I go from our age to 
Uie tmie of puraishing the gospel, 
from thence to the pubucation of the 
law, from the law to the flood, from 
the flood to the creation ; I join this 
epoch to the present time, and I ima- 
eme Adam yet living. Had Adam 
Eyed till now, and had he lived in 
misery, had he passed all his time in 
a fire, or on a rack, what idea must 
we form of his condition 1 At what 
price would we agree to expose our- 
selves to misery so great 1 What im- 
perial glory would appear glorious 
were it followed by so much wo 7 
Yet this is not eternity; all this is 
nothing in comparison of eternity ! 
I go rarther still. I proceed from 
imagination to imagination, from one 
supposition to another. I take the 
greatest number of years that can be 
imagined. I add ages to ages, mil- 
lions of ages to miluons of ages. I 
ibrm of aU these one fixed number, 
and I stay my imagination. After 
this I suppose (jod to create a world 
like this which we inhabit. I sup- 
pose him creating it^ by forming one 
atom after another, and employing in 
the production of each atom the tima 
fixed in my calculation just now men- 
tioned ! What numberless ages would 
the creation of such a world in such 
a manner require! Then I. suppose 
the Creator to arrange these atoms, 
Hud to pursue the same plan of ar- 
ranging them as of creating them. 
W&t numberless ages would such 
an arrangemcat require ! Finally, I 
suppose mm toi dissolve and annihi- 
late the w1m1)I| and observing the 



same method in this dissolution as h^ 
observed in the creation and disposi- 
tion of the whole. What an im- 
mense duration would be consumed t* 
Yet this is. not eternity; all this is 
only a point in comparison of etemi- 

It was a question asked of the 
brethren, both in the classical and. 
provincial meetings of ministersj^ 
twice in the year, if they preached 
the duties of the times 7 And when 
it was found that Mr. Leighton did 
not, he was censured fi)r this omis- 
sion, but said, '< If all the brethreii 
have preached to the times, may not 
one poor brother be sufifered to preach 
on eternity V 

A lady having spent the after- 
noon and evening at cards, and ii^ 
gay company, wheashe came home^ 
found her servant maid reading a 
pious book. She looked over her 
shoulders, and said, "Poor melan- 
choly soul 1 what pleasure canst thoU) 
find in poring so long over that 
book?" That night the ladv could' 
not sleep, but lay sighiiig and creep- 
ing very much. Her servant asked 
her once and again, what was the- 
matter? At length she burftt out 
into a flood of tears, and said, " O ! 
it was one word I saw in your book. . 
that troubles me : there I saw thai 
word eternity. O how happy should 
I be if I were ptepared for eternity T*^ 
The consequence of this impression- 
was, that she laid aside her cards,, 
forsook her gay company, and set 
herself seriously to prepare lor ano- 
other world. 

A religious maUi skilled in all Ir- 
terature, was so ardently bent to im- 
press eternity on his mind, that he* 
read over carefully seven times a 
treatise on eternity, and had done it 
oftener, had not speedier death sum- 
moned him into it 

Awful as the consideration' of eter- 
nity is, it is. a source of great consola- 
tion to the righteous. An eminent 
minister j after having been silent in. 
company a considerable time, and* 
being aaked the reason, signified that 
the ]^wei» of his mind: wL been eor- 
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lemnly absorbed with the thought 
of everlasting happiness. " O my 
friends,?' said he, with an energy that 
sarpri»Bd all present, " consider what 
it IS to be for ever with the Lord — 
for ever, for ever, for ever I'' 

EXAMPLE. 

One of the most effectual means 
of doing eood, and impressing the 
minds m others, is by example. He 
who exhibits those excelUncies in 
his life which he proclaims with his 
tongue, will appear the most amiable 
and prove the most useful. A fine 
genius, a retentive memory, an elo- 
quent tongue, may be desirable ; but 
an enlightened mind and uniform 
life are every way superior. Well- 
doing must be joined with well 
thinking, in order to form the Chris- 
tian and constitute real excellency of 
character. 

It is observed of Ciesar, that he 
never said to his soldiers — " Ite," go 
on; but, " Venite," come on, of fol- 
low me. So our great Exemplar, 
while he commands us to duty, nath 
shown us the way. "Follow me," 
is the divine injunction. 

Two architects were once candi« 
dates for the building a certain tem- 
ple at Athens. The first harangued 
the crowd very learnedly upon the 
difierent orders of architecture, and 
dhowed them in what manner the 
temple should be built The other, 
who got up after him, only observed, 
** That what his brother had spoken 
he could do ;*' and thus he at once 
gained the cause. 3o, however ex- 
cellent the discussion or profession of 
Christianity may be, the practice of 
it is &r more so. 

Such is the force of example, that 
even our enemies are sometimes pe> 
netrated with admiration, and con- 
strained to bear a testimony in our 
&vour. It is observed of Bishop 
Jewel, that his afiability of behaviour 
and sanctity of fife made a fierce and 
bifl;oted Papist sometimes say to him, 
** I should love thee, Jewel, if thou 
wett not a Zuingtim. In thy fiiith 
tiipu ait an h^rptic { but Moely in 



thy life thou art an angel. Thoa 
art very good and honest, but a Lu^r 
theran." 

Lord Peterborough, moie &me^ 
for wit than religion, when he lodg- 
ed with Fenelon, at Cambray, was 
so charmed with the piety and vir- 
tue of the Archbishop, that he ex- 
claimed at parting, " If I stay here 
any longer, I shall become a Chris- 
tian in spite of myself.'' 

FILIAL AFFECTION. 
" Honour thy Sotther and mother," 
is part of that sacred law given to 
mankind, ever worthy to be remem- 
bered. It becomes us to revere, obey, 
and love them to whom we are so 
greatly indebted. Disobedience to 
parents hath been awfully marked 
with God's displeasure, while afiec-^ 
tion for them wad attention to them, 
have been emmently sanctioned by 
him as the means ef'^promoting their- 
fehcity and> our own honour and^ 
esteem^ So> jvstly is filial^ affection^ 
appreciated by the Chinese, that they 
erect public monuments and trium- 
plud arches in honour of those chil« 
dren who have given proof of grett^ 
filial afifection. 

Among the multitude of persona 
who were proscribed under the^ 
second triumvirate of Rome, were> 
the celebrated orator Cicero and his ; 
brother Cluintus. The latter found' 
means to conceal himself so effectu--, 
ally at home, that the soldiers could 
not find him. Enraged at their dia-^ 
appointment, they put his son to th& 
torture, in order to make him dis* 
cover the place of his &ther'8 con- 
cealment ; but filial affection wa& 
proof against the most exquisite tor- 
ments. An invduntary sigh, and 
sometimes a deep ffroan, were all that 
could be extorted from the youths 
His agonies were increased ; but 
with amazing fortitude hip still per- 
sisted in his resolution of not betray- 
ing his &ther. Cluintus was not mr 
off; and it may bie imagined, better 
than can be expressed, how his heart 
must have been aiiccled vnth the sigh^ 
and gn^y^ a Boa expirkig in ust\ 
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toe to save his life. He could bear 
it jop longer ; but, quitting the place 
of his concealment, he presented 
himself to the assassins, begging of 
them to put him to death, ana dismiss 
the innocent youth. But the inhu- 
man monsters, without beinff the 
least affected with the tears either of 
the father or the son, answered that 
they must both die ; the &ther be- 
cause he was proscribed, and the son* 
because he had concealed the father. 
Then a new contest of tenderness 
arose who should die first ; but this 
the assassins soon decided, by behead* 
ing them both at the same time. 

Cinna undertook to ^et Pomponius 
Strabo murdered in his tent, but his 
«on saved his fife, which was the first 
Temarkalde transaction of Pompey 
the Ghreat. The treacherous Cinna 
had gained over one Terentius, a 
^lonfi&nt of Pomfwy's, and prevailed 
<m him to assassinate the Greneral, 
«nd seduce his troops. Young Pcmb- 
pey being informed of his design a 
^w hcar» hefore it was to be put in 
tfixacution, placed, a faithful guard 
Tound the ^prietohum, s« that none of 
4he conspirators could come near it 
He then watohed all the motions of 
Ihe camp, ^and endeavoured to appea se 
the fury of the soldiers by such acts 
of prudence as were worthy of the 
ddest commanders. However, some 
of the mutineers having forced open 
one of the gates of the camp, in order 
to desert to Cinna, the General's son 
threw himself flat on his back in 
their way, crying out, that they should 
not break ihieii oath, and desert their 
commander, without treading his 
body to death. By this means he 
put a stop to their desertion, and 
afterwards wrought so ef&ctually 
upon them by his aflecdng speeches 
and engaging carriage, that he le- 
^conciled them to his father. 

Miltiades, a fimious Athenian canor 
mander, died in prison, where he had 
been cast Sof debt. His son Simon, 
to redeem his fathers bo4y for bunal, 
voluntarily submitted hij^lf a prison 
ner in hi%iioom, where he ufas li^pt 
in pbaina tiU the debt wm fmit 



. Epaminondas, wkJiinit all doufaL 
was one of die greatest generals imd 
one of the best men Grreece ever pro* 
duced. Before him the city of Thebea 
was not distinguished by any memo* 
rable action; and after him it was 
not famous Sbr its virtues,, but ite 
misfortunes, till it sunk into its origi- 
nal obscurity, so that it saw its glory 
take birth and expire with this great 
man. The victory he obtain^ at 
Leuctra, had drawn the eyes and ad- 
miration of all the neighbouring peo- 
ple upon Epaminondas, who looked 
upon him as the support of Thebes, 
as the triumphant conqueror or 
all Sparta, as the deliverer of all 
Greece; in a word, as the greatest 
man and the most excellent captain 
that ever was in the world. In the 
midst txf this universal applause, so 
capable of making the general of an 
army forget the man for the victor, 
Epaminondas, little sensible to so 
anecting and so deserved a glory i 
" My joy," said he, " arises from my 
sense of that which the news of my 
victory will give my &ther and mj 
mother." 

" Nothing in history seemft so valu* 
able to me," says RoUin, " as such 
sentiments which do honour to hu- 
man nature, and proceed from a heart 
which neither false glory nor &Is» 
greatness have corrupted. I confess 
it with grief I see these noble sen- 
timents daily expire amongst u& 
especially in persons where birth and 
rank raise them above others, who 
too frequently are neiflier good fii- 
thers, good sons, good husbands, nor 
good mends ; and who would think 
ft a disgrace to expresci for a father 
and mother the tender regard of which, 
we have here so fine an example from 
the pagan above mentioned." 

A gentleman of Sweden was con- 
demned to amfkt death as a punish- 
ment for certain offences committed 
by him in the dischaige of an impopf 
tant puhlie Q^ce^ whwh he had filW 
ed for a number of yean with an 
integrity tM bad nevev be^ne under- . 
goM either sin^ieiQa. oit iatpeMli^ 
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VmoL yean of age, was no sooner ap- 
prued of the predicament to which 
the wretched author of his beinff was 
xeduced, than he flew, to the Judge 
who had pronounced the fiUal decree, 
and, throwing himself at his feet, 
prayed " that De might be allowed to 
waSStx in the room of a fiither whom 
fae adored, and whose loss he declar- 
ed it was impassible for him to sur- 
vi^." The magistrate was thunder- 
struck at this extraordinary proce- 
dure in the sfm, and would hardly 
be persuaded that he was sincere In it. 
Being at length satisfied, however, 
that the joung man actuaOy wished 
fiv nothmff more ardently than to 
aaive his Other's life at the expense, of 
has own, he wrote an account of the 
whole affidr to the King; and the 
conseaueBce was, that his Majesty 
tmmeoiately . despatched back tl» 
courier, wiu orders to Mnt a fine 
pardon to' the fiither, and to confer a 
title of honour on his incomparable 
son. The last mark of royal &vour, 
however, the youth begged leave, 
with all humili^, to decline ; and the 
motive for the refusal of it was not 
less noble than the -conduct by which 
he had deserved it was generous and 
disinterested. " Of what avail," ex- 
claimed he, "could the most exalted 
titie be to me, humbled as my family 
already b in the dust % Alas I would 
it not serve but as a monument to 
perpetuate in the minds of my coun- 
trymen the direful remembrance of 
an unhappy father's shame !" His 
Majesty (the King of Sweden) actu- 
ally shed tears when this magnani- 
mous speech vTas reported to him; 
and, sending fot the heroic youth to 
Court, he appointed him directly to, 
the office of his private -confidential 
secretarv. 

Mr. Robert Tillotson went up to 
London on a visit to his son, when 
he was Dean of Canterbury, and, 
being in the dress of a plain countiy- 
man, was insulted by one of the 
Dean's servants, for inquiring if 
John Tillotson was at home. jQis 



" It is my worthy lather :" and, run- 
ning to the door to receive him, he 
fell down upon his knees in the pre- 
sence of his servants to adL his fiitlunr's 
blessing. 

It is mentioned, as an amiable part 
of the character of the judicbus Mr. 
Hooker, that he used to say, "If I 
had no other reason and motive for 
being rditfious, I would strive ear- 
nestly to be so for the sake of my 
aged mother, that I may requite her 
care of me, and cause the widow's 
heart to sing for joy." 

FLATTERY. 

'' As there is no character so de* 
fcNrmed," st^ Johnson, "as to fright 
away from it tne prostitates of praise^ 
so there is no degree of enoomiastie 
veneration which pride has refused. 
The Emperors of Rome suffered 
themselves to be worshipped in their 
lives with filtars and sacrifice ; and 
in an age more enlightened, the terms 
peculiar to the praise and worship of 
the Supreme Being have been applied 
to virretches whom it was the reproach 
of humanity to number among men, 
and whom nothing but riches or pow* 
er hindered those that read or wrote 
their deification from hunting into 
the toils of justice, as disturbers of 
the peace of nature." 

" The only coin that is most cur- 
rent among mankind (says another) 
is flattery : the only benefit of whicn 
is, that by hearing what we are not, 
we may learn wM.t we ought to be." 
As Canute the Great, King of 
England, was walking on the sea- 
shore at Southampton, accompanied 
by his courtieiB) who offered him the 
grossest flattery, comparing him to 
Uie greatest heroes of antiquity, and 
asserting that hii^ power was more 
than human, he ordered a chair to be 
placed on the beach, while the tide 
was coming in. Sitting down with 
a majestic air, he thus addressed him- 
self to the sea: "Thou sea, that art 
a part of my dominions, and the land 
wnereon I sit, is mine^ no one ever 
person, however, being described to I broke nw commands vdth impunity. 
the De&D, he immediately exclaimed, 1 1, therefore, charge thee to^come no 
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Suther upon m^ land, and not to 
presume to wet either my feet or my 
robe, who am thy Soyereign." But 
the sea, rolling on as before, and 
without any respect, not onlV wets 
the skirts of his robe, but likewise 
splashed his thighs. On which he 
rose up suddeiuy, and, addressing 
himself to hb attendants, upbraided 
them with their ridiculous flattery, 
and very judiciously expatiated on 
the narrow and limited power of (he 
greatest monarch on earth. 

A flatterer one day complimented 
Alphonso y. in the following words : 
<* Sire, you are not only a King like 
others, but you are alao the brother, 
the nephew, and the son of a King.** 
** Well," replied thenft>narch, " what 
do all these vain titles prove 1 That 
1 hold the crown from my ancestors, 
without ever having done any thing 
to deserve it.*' 

His Majesty, ' King James the 
]BUrst, once asked Bi&op Andrews 
and Bishop Neale the following ques- 
tion : — " My Lords, cannot I take my 
subjects' money when I want it, 
without all this formality in Parlia- 
ment?" Bishop Neale readily an- 
swered, "God forbid, Sir, but you 
should ; you are the breath of our 
nostrils." Whereupon the King 
turned, and said to Bishop Andrews 
"Well, my Lord, what say you 7" 
" Sir," replied the Bishop, " I have 
no sidll to judge of parliamentary 
cases." The King answered, "No 
put ofls, my Lord ; answer me pre- 
sently." " Then, Sir," said he, " I 
think it lawfid for you to take my 
brother Neale's money, for he offers 
it. 

HfV It is lamentable to reflect how even 
good men have been guilty of extra- 
vagant adulation and ridiculous flat- 
tery. Thus Archbishop Abbot, who 
manifested such great zeal for the 
Protestant religion, speaking of his 
Royal Master King James the L he 
says, " Whose life hath been so im- 
maculate and unspotted, &c. that 
even malice itseli^ which leaves 
nothing unsearehed, could never find 
true blemish in it, nor cast probable 



asperrion on it. 2^ealous as a David ; 
learned and wise ; the Solomon of our 
age; religious as Josias; careful of 
sprouling Chnst's faith as Constan- 
tme the Great ; just as Moses ; unde- 
filed in all his ways as a Jehotdiaphat 
and Hezekiah ; rail of clemency as 
a Theodosius." If Mr. Walpole 
had seen this passage, he certainly 
would not have said that "Honest 
Abbot could not flatter." 

The following passages from the 
Bishop of Downe's sermon and a let- 
ter from General Digby to the Mar- 
quis of Ormond show the impious 
nonsense as well as flattery that was 
preached and propagated after the 
death of Charles I. " The person 
now murdered," says tlie Bishop^ 
" was not the Lord of Glor^, but a 

glorious Lord, Christ's own vicar, his 
eutenant and vicegerent here on 
earth." [One would imagine he was 
speaking of his Htdiness of Rome,] 
" Albeit he was inferior to Christ as 
man is to God, yet was his privilege 
of inviolability fiir more clear than 
was Cluist's; for Christ was not a 
temporal prince, his kingdom was not 
of this world ; and, therefore, when 
he vouchsafed to come into this world, 
and to become the son of man, he did 
subject himself to the law ; but our 
gracious Sovereign was well known 
to be a temporal prince, a free mo- 
narch, to woom they did all owe and 
had sworn allegiance. The iMUflia- 
ment is the great council, ana hath 
acted more against the Lord and So- 
vereign than the other did «gainst 
Christ The proceedings against 
our Sovereign were more illegal^ and 
in many things more crueV 

" From the creation of the world," 
says General Pigby, " to the accursed 
day of this damnable murder, nothing 
parallel to it was ever heard 6t 
Even the crucifying our blessed Sa- 
viour, if we consider him only in hu- 
man nature, di4 nothing equal this," 
&C. &c. 



FORWARDNESS. 

Nothing, perhaps, is more unbe- 
coming young ^noDs than the a»^ 
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•■mptkm of conseqaenee before men 
of age, wifldom, and experience. — 
The advice, therefore, or Parmenio^ 
the Grecian general, to his son, was 
worthy of him to gi^e, and worthy of 
every man of sense to adopt : "My 
son," says he^ " would yon be great, 
you must be less ;" that is, you must 
be leas in your own eyes if you would 
be neat in the eyes of others. 

An acute Frenchman has remariL 
ed, "that the modest deportment Of 
leally wise men^ when contrasted to 
the assuming air of the young and 
knorant, may be compared to the 
fflflerent appearance of wheat, which, 
while its ear is empty, holds up its 
head proudly, but as soon as it is filled 
with grain bends modesthrdown, and 
wfth<&aw8 from obserratum." 

Anthony Blackwall, the author of 
that excellent work, the " Sacred Glas- 
sies Defended and Illustrated, " had the 
l^city to bring up many excellent 
scholars in his seminAries at Derby 
and Bosworth. A gentlemen who had 
been his scholar, wing patron of the 
church of Clapham, m Surrey, pre- 
sented him to that living, as a mark 
of his gratitude and esteem. This 
happening late in life, and Blackwall 
having occasion to wait upon the 
Bishop of the diocese, he was some- 
what pertly questioned by a young 
chaplam as to the exteftt of his learn- 
ing. "Boy," replied the indignant 
veteran, "I have forgot more than 
ever you knew/' An answer this 
much like that of Sergeant Glanvilte 
to the young lawyer. 
Once, at a meeting of ministers, a 

auestion of moment was started to be 
ebated among them. Upon the first 
proposal of it, a confident young man 
shoots hifkbolt presently. " Truly," 
said he, •''I hold it so.'^ " You hold, 
Si^!'* ansv^red a grave minister; 
** it becomes you to hold your tongue." 
Nothing IS more ri^culous than to 
boast advantages of education which 
have notbeenimpioved. A young cler- 
gyman in America was lately boast- 
ing, among his relations, of having 
been educatedat two colleges, Harvard 
and Cambridge. " Yoo remind me,** 



said an aged dtvine p wiatut, "of an 
instance I xnew, of a calf that sock- 
ed two cows." "What was the cm* 
sequence 1" said a tfabd penon. — 
"Why, Sir,'* replied the oU gende- 
man, very gravely, " the consequence 
was, that ao was tLferjgrtat coif.** 

A young minister once preaching 
for Mr. Brewer, evidently labovoea 
to set himte^foffto the best advan- 
tage. Being afterwards very sottcit- 
ous to know of "Mi, Brewer what 
the people said of him, he received 
the following answer. "Why, Sir, 
the people said, and I said wfUi then^ 
that you B6itd lamaverydeverftt- 
tow." 

A very youDgdergyinan, who had 
just left ooUege, presenleda pedtioii 
to the King of Prussia, requestnig 
that his Majesty would appoint hinf 
inspector in a eertaiir phee where a 
vacancy had just happened. As it 
was an office of mueh conseguence^ 
the King was ofifended at the pre- 
sumption and importunity of so 
young a man, and, instead of any an- 
swer to the petitioiL he wrote under- 
neath, " 2 Book of Sanrad, chap. X. 
verse 5." and zetumedit. The 
young dergyman was eager to ex- 
amine the quotatxm, but to his great 
disappointment found the woidii^ 
" Tarry at Jerfeho until your hettds 
be grown." 

TRIEND8RTP. 

It has been observed, that a real 
friend is somewhat like a ghost or 
apparition ; mubh talked o^ but hard- 
ly ever seen. Though tMs may not 
be justly true, it must, however,be 
confessed, that a friend does not ap^ 
pear every day, and that he who has 
m reality found one, ought to value 
his boon, and be thankful. 

Where persons are united by the 
bonds of genuine friendship, there is 
nothing, perhaps, more conducive to 
felicity. It supports and strengthens 
the mind, alleviates the pains of lifo^ 
and renders the present state, at leas^ 
somewhat comfortable. " Sorrows," 
says Lord Verulam, " by being com- 
municated, grow less, and joys great- 
5 
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er." " And indeed," obaerves ano- 
ther, " sorrow, like a stream, loses 
itself in nuuiy channels ; while joy, 
like a ray of the sun, reflects with a 
greater ardour and .quickness when 
It rebounds up>n a man from the 
breast of his fnend." 

" Friendship i myaterioiis cement of thjB sool, 
Sweetner of Ufe, and solder of society. 
I owe thee much. Thou hast deserved firom me 
Par, far beyond what I can ever pay : 
Oft have I proved the labour of thy love,. 
And the warm efforts of the geoUe heart, 
Anxious to please." 

• BULIR. 

The veiy ingenious and amiabte 
Bishop Berkley, of Cloyne^ in IreUnd, 
was so entirely contented With his 
income in that diocese, that when of- 
fered by the Earl of Chesterfield (the 
Lordlaentenant) a bishoprick much 
more beneficial tnan that he possessed, 
he dedined it with these words : " I 
love my neishbours, and they love me ; 
why then should I begin in my old 
days to form new connexions^ and 
tear myself from those friends whose 
kindness is to me the greatest happi- 
ness I enjoy 7" Acting in this m- 
■tance, like the celebrated Plutarch, 
who, being asked why he resided in 
Us native city, so obscure and so lit- 
tle, "I stay," said he^ "lest it should 
grow less. 

Lord Stanhope was at Eton School 
with one of the Scots noblemen who 
were condemned aft^r the rebellion 
of 1715. While the Privy CouncU 
were deliberatinj|r upon the sijg;ning 
qf the warrant for tae execution of 
tibis unfortunate nobleman, Lord S. 
requested the lifp of his old school- 
feltpw (whom he had never seen since 
he was at school.) His request was 
ligfused, till he threatened to give up 
lus place, if the Council did not com- 
ply with it. TIus menace procured 
mm the life of his associate in early 
taSBj to whom he afterwards sent a 
handsome sum of money. Connex- 
ions and friendships are sometimes 
^rmed in schools, which are never 
forgotten through life ! 
« A lady of quali^ being on a visit 
to Dr. Watts, at Stoke Newington, 
tbe Doctor thus accosted her : "Ma- 



dam, your Ladyship is come to 
me on a very remarkable day!" 
" Why is this day so remarkable V 
answered the Countess. " This very 
day, thirty ^ears," leplied the Doctor, 
" I came hither to the bouse of loy. 
good friend, Sir Thomas Abney, in^ 
tending to spend but one single week 
under this friendly roo^ and I have 
extended my visit to the length of 
exactly thirty years." Lady Abney, 
who was present, immediately said 
to the Doctor, " Sir, wbeit you term 
a long thirty year's visit, I consider 
as the shortest visit my family eve- 
received." 

It is said of the late Mr. Smeatcm 
(whom \ have noticed under the arti- 
cle Precocity) that, early in life, he 
attracted the notice of the late Duke 
and Duchess of Glueensbury, from a 
strong resemblance to their favourite 
Cray, the poet. The commencement 
of this acquaintance was singular, 
but the continuance of their esteem 
and partiality lasted through life. — 
Their first meeting was at a publio 
place, whero) wcdking wiUi Mrs. 
Smeaton, he observed an elderly lady 
and gentleman fix an evident and 
marked attention on him. At length 
they stopped him, and the Ducheaa 
Tof eccentric memory) said, " Sir, 1 
aon't know who you are, or what you ' 
are, but so stnmgly do you resemble 
my poor dear G&y, we mtut be ac- 
quainted : you shall go hcnne and sup 
vrith us ; and, if the minds of the 
two men accord, as do the countenan- 
ces, you will find two cheerful old 
folks, who can love you ^ffellj and I 
think (or you are an hypocrite) yoti 
can as weU deserve it" The invita- 
tion was accepted, and, as long as the 
Duke and Duchess lived, the friend- 
hip was as cordial as uninterrupted. 
Sir Philip Sidney was a person 
universally admired for his talents, 
knowledge and jx)Iite attainments.— 
He was a subject of England, but 
was honoured with an oner of the 
crown of Poland. Clueen Elizabeth 
used to can him " her Philip," and 
the Prince of Orange, "his Master/' 
Lord Brooks was so proud of hk 
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flfiendshipt that he would have it pert 
of his epitaph—" Here lies Sir Phi- 
lip Sidney* 8 friend ;" and, as a testi- 
mony of lespect for hk memory, his 
death was lamented, in verse, by the 
Kings of Franoe and Scotland, and 
hy the two universities of England. 



HAPPINESS. 

Yarious, sincere, and constant, 
«re the ef&rts of men to procure that 
happiness which the nature of the 
mind requires ; but most seem to be 
ignorant both of the source and 
means of genuine felicity. The esti- 
mate whicn men make of life is gene- 
rally false, and the objects they pur- 
wae, however s][)ecious and fascuia- 
'ting, are found in the end delusoiy 
and vain, while the very thing they 
neglect and despise is the most pro- 
ductive of real ^ood; I mean the 
knowledge and enioyment of the &- 
▼our of <5od. Religion alone can af- 
£>rd true joy andrpsmnuient peace. — 
It is this theit insiores fortitude, sup- 
ports patience, and, by its profi^)ect8 
and pnHnises, darts a cheering ray 
into the darkest shade of human life. 
An Italian Bishop struggled 
through great difficulties without re- 
pining, and met with much opposi- 
tion in the discha^e of his episcopal 
function without ever betraying the 
least impatience. An intimate friend 
of his, who highly admired those vir- 
tues which he thought it impossible 
to imitate, one day asked the prelate, 
if he could conununicate his secret of 
being always easy 1 " Yes," replied 
the old man, "I can teach you my 
secret, and with great facility : it con- 
sists in nothing more than making a 
light use of my eyes." His friend 
buffed him to explain himself. — 
** £u)st willingly, (returned the Bish- 
op :) in whatever state I am, I first- of 
all Look up to heaven, and remember 
that my principal business here is to 
get there ; I then look down upon the 
earth, and call to mind how small a 
apace I shall occupy in it when I come 
to be interred. I then look abroad in 
tile wcHrbi^ and observe what nuUi- 



tudes there are who are in all 
pects more unhappy than myself. — 
Thus I learn where true happineas 
is placed, where al! our cares must 
end, and how rery little reason Y 
have to repine or to complain.**' 

Great part of the infencity of men 
rises not so much from their situa^ 
tions or circumstances as ftosa. their 
pride, vanity, and ambitious expecta- 
tions. In order to be happy, these 
dispositions must be subdued ; " we 
must always keep before our eyes 
such views of the world as shall pre- 
vent our expecting more from it than 
it is designed to afford. We destroy 
our joys by devouring them before 
hand veith too eager expectation.— 
We ruin the happmess of life when, 
we attempt to raise it too high." — 
Menedemus being told one day, that 
it was a sreat feficity to have whatr 
ever we desire, " Yes," said he, " but 
it is a miLch greater to desire nothing' 
but what we have" 

None are more mistaken than: 
those who ima^ne happiness consiste 
in extensive ridies, spendid retinue, 
or having a i^ast number of servante 
to wait on Uiem. Bishop Mancinz 
staying once on a visit to Monsieur 
Poussin till it was daric, Mons. P. 
took the candQe in his hand, lighted 
him down stairs, and waitied upon 
him to his coach. The prelate was 
sorry to see him do it hunsel^ and 
could not help saying, " I very much 
pity you, Monsieur Poussin, that yon 
nave not one servant." " And I pit]!! 
you morS) my Lord, (replied Pous- 
sin, > that you have so many." Were 
the nappiness of the humble and re« 
tired weighed wHh that of the great^ 
the former, I believe, would abun- 
dantly preponderate. 

It was a good roeech of an empe-> 
ror, "You," said he, "gaze on my 
purple robe and ffolden. crofvn ; but,, 
did you know what cares are under 
it, you would not take it up fixHO the 
ground to have it" It was a tmo 
saving of Augustine: "Man^r ai» 
miserable by fovin^ hurtful i&npi 
but thqr aie moie miaeiable by haraig 
them." 



80 



JLBLiaiOVS, MORAL, AKD 



One mjiaag to a phikwopher, 
. " GouUest thou but pleaae DioDysius, 
thou needest not eat nerba and roots ;" 
the philoaopber answered, "Couldest 
thou but eat herba and roots, thou 
needest not please Dionyaius.'' To 
tiie humble-minded, temptations to 
greatness are no great temptations. ^ 

He who would wish to maintain 
happiness through life, must elevate 
his mind above those little trifling 
Tezations incident to all. A person 
having behaved very rudely to Mr. 
Boswell, he went to Dr. Johnson, 
and talked of it as a serious di»- 
tress. Dr. Johnson laoghed, and said, 
** Connder, iSKr, hotoinngnificani this 
tnll appear twelve months hence." — 
** Were this consideration (says Mr. 
B.) i^>plied to most of the little vex- 
atbns of life, by which our quiet is 
Vk) often disturbed, it would prevent 
many painful sensations. I have tried 
it firequently and with good ejSect." 

Dr. Cotton Mather gives the fol- 
lowing plain but suitable advice to 
his son on this head.-^" It may not 
be amiss for you to hwe two heaps ; 
a heap ofunintelligibleSf and a heap 
olincurables. Every now and then 
you will meet with something or 
other that may pretty much distress 
your thoughts : but the shortest way 
wi^ the vexations will be, to throw 
them into the heap they belong to,^ 
and be no more distressed about them. 

"You will meet with some un- 
■iccountable and incomprehensible 
thing, -particularLv in the conduct of 
many people. Throw them into your 
heap of tminteliigiUee i leave them 
tiieriB. Trouble your mind no for- 
ther ; hope the bast, or think no more 
about them. 

"You will meet with aome onper- 
■uadable people; no oocmseL no rea- 
aon, will oo any thing upon tne obsti- 
nate, eapeciajly as to Abe making of 
due submissions upon ofienoes. — 
Throw them into toe heap of imnib- 
rubles ; leave them theie. And so do 

CD go. on to do as you can what you 
ve ito do. l«t not ,the crookad 
tlungs lAiat ieanootfae fliade ptraight 
^nrnmber you.'* 



hooarth'8 tail-fisob. 

A PBw months before that ingent' 
ous artist Hogarth was seized with the 
malady which deprived society of one 
of itsmost distinguished omaments, he 
proposed to his matehlesBpencil the 
work he has entitled the Tail-PieGe. 
The first idea of thb is said to have 
been started in company at his own 
table. " My next undertaking," 
said Hogarth, " shall be the end of 
all things.'' " If that is the case," re- 
plied one of his iiriends, " your busi- 
ness will be finished ; for there will 
be an end of the painter." " There 
will so," answeiea Hogarth, sighing 
heavily, "and, therefore, the sooner 
my work is done the better." Ac- 
cordingly he began the next da^, and 
continued his desi^with a dihgenoe. 
that seemed to indicate an apprehen- 
sion (as the report goes) he should 
not live till he had completed it-^ 
This, however, he did, in the most 
inffenious manner, by gpcwping eveiy 
thing which could denote the end of 
all things ; — a broken bottle — an old 
broom worn to the stump — the butt 
end of an old firelock^-a cracked bell 
— a bow unstrung— a crown tumbled 
in pieces — towers in ruins— the sign- 
post of a tavern, called the World's 
End, tumbling— 'the moon in her 
wane — ^the map of the globe burning 
--« gibbet ifldling, the Irad^ gone, and 
the chains which held it dropping- 
down— Phoebus and his horses dead 
in the ck>ud8«-a vessel wrecked — 
Time, with his hour glass and scythe 
broken ; a tobacoo-pipe in his mouth, 
the last whifi'of smoke gcnng outr— a 
play-book opened, with exeunt om- 
nee stampi in the comer— <an empty 
purasH— and a statute of bankruptoy 
taken out a^inst Nature. " So fiur 
good," criedlEioffarth ; "nothing f^ 
mains but this,^ taking his pencil in 
a sort <^ prophetic fury, and dasl ' 
off the similitude of a painter's 
let broken—" Finis," exolaimed Ho- 

rith : " /Ae deedudone, aUiaover?* 
is a very remarkable and well- 
known iact that he never again took 
the pallet in hand. It is acireuni* 
stan»leit koom^^peihapi^thftt hft 
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<fied aboat a year after he had fin- 
khed this extraoidinary Tail-Piece. 

HUMAN NATURE. 

"Lo! this only have I founc^" 
aaith Solomon, " tnat Grod made man 
upright, but they have sought oat 
many inventions.^ If just- observa- 
tion, general experience, and the de- 
cisions of Scripture, are to be regard- 
edf every one must know that hu- 
man nature is corrapt, that all our 
powers are contaminated by 'sin, 3rea, 
that there is not only imbecility, but 
awful depravity, in the heart of eve- 
ry, man. Indeed, the very heathens 
themselves had some &int glimmer- 
ing of the consequences of original 
sin. Xenophon, in his CyropscUa, 
ffpeaks of a young nobleman of Me- 
ma, who, having yielded to a tempta- 
tion he had no distrust of, so confi- 
dent was he of his own strength, con- 
fessed his weakness to Cyrus^ and 
told him he found he had two soulcr; 
that one of them, which inclined him 
to do well, had always the superiority 
in his prince's presence ; but that the 
other, which Iwl him to do il^ gener- 
ally got the better out of his sight 

He who boasts of absolute inno- 
cence, and supposes that no infirmity 
attaches to his character, is a stran- 
ger both to his heart and his life. 

The learned, judicious, and pious 
Boerhaave relates, "that he never 
flaw a criminal dragged to execution 
without askitig himself. Who knows 
whether this man is not less culpable 
than myself 7 On the days when the 
prisons of this city are emptied into 
the grave, let every spectator of the 
dreadful procession put the same ques- 
tion to his own heart. Few among 
those that crowd in thousands to the 
legal massacre, and look with care- 
lessness, perhaps with triumph, on 
the utmost exacerbations of numan 
misery, would then be able to return 
without horror and diejection. Fotj 
who can congratulate himself upon> a 
life passed vrithout some act more 
miscniievous to tlie peace or pros- 
perity of others than the- tiheft or~a 
jiece ofmanfiyl**' 



When some one mtm talking be* 
fore that acute Scotchman, lector 
Cheyne, of the excellency of haman 
natdrej — " Bootf hoot, mon,** aaid be, 
^^Hwman nature i» a rogt» aiid a- 
woimdrely or why vovid U perpeht' 
cMy stand in need of Idwr and reti- 
ffion?" And, surely, if a cause bor 
examined l^ its effect if a prkicipW 
be considered by its operation, that 
man must indeed be bund who wilt: 
not acknowledge the depravity ef ha» 
man nature. i 

Dr. Gill once preadiing on faoman 
inalMhty, a gentleman present wa» 
much offendedf and took him to taak* 
for degmding human nature. " Fkay, . 
Sir," said the Doctor, " what do yoa 
think that men can contribute te their' 
own conversion V BEe enumeraled a- 
variety of perticuUrs. — ^^And have* 
you done alt this 7" said the Dott/qge^ 
** Why, no, I can't say I have yet y 
but I hope I shalL begin soon.''^"ir 
you have these thhies in your power,, 
and have not done them, you deserve^ 
to be doubly damned, and are but iO* 
qualified to be an advocate for free-> 
will, which has done you so litUft 
good." 

HUMANITTr 

" It is- just we should have a BOp^^ 
rioT tenderness for a fiither, a wift^ 
a chil<^ or a friend ; but there is ib 
sort of affection which we owe to ali 
mankind, a» htmg membenr of &e» 
same fimaly of wMcb God is. tho 
Creator and Father. Let us iUustrete; 
this by the circular undulations whidk 
the fall of a stone causes on the sur- 
fiice of a clear and tranquil water.. 
The agitation in the centre,, by eoiar- 
municating itself a&x off, faia» a: 
great number of tiembling^ircle8,.tfae» 
Sdntness of whose impsesskm is iik 
proportion to the largeness oitheiv 
circurafefenoe^ till the last seems U> 
escape Ibom' our sight.. Here ». aa 
image of the different degfees a£ our 
affectienft Wetove, principaUyi.thal. 
which toudie» us the most nearir;: 
and less and Iesa.in psoportionrto tBe» 
distance. We consider mankind^ 
with rdatioa to« ns, as. divided into* 

6* 
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dijflfeieal djtmwm, wtary tmB of wluch 
UKfMBsing gitiditttty oobabU af great- 
er mimbi^ tiMn the former; we 
j^tn» eurBekee in the wMllert, which 
14 sunieimded bjot)i«« wote eztend- 
e4, aod fixim thence we dietiibute to 
th0 di£krenl orden of men which 
they eotttain different degrees of affec- 
tion nofe or lees strong, in propor- 
tion to their distance from ns, in such 
a manner as that the last has hardly 
any share of it. These different 
dasses may be ranked in the follow- 
ioff order : a wife, children, fiiends^ 
lotions, men of the ^ame religion ; 
i^xt are those of the same trade or 
piK)£»»ion as ourselves ; the other 
classes oomprehend our neighbours, 
foUow-icitiaens, and countrymen ;. the 
last, which includes all the rest, is the 
universal class of mankind." 

§ir Philip Sidney, at the battle 
near Zutphen, displayed the most 
undaunted courage. He had two 
j^ofses killed under him ; and, whilst 
ptouAjtiiog a third, waii wounded by 
a musket-shot ou^ of the trenches, 
which broke the bone of his thigh. 
He returned about a nule and a half 
on horseback to the camp ;. and beinf 
fiunt with the loss of blood, and 
p^bably parched with thirst, through 
the heat of the weather, he called 
jRup ^nk.. It was presently brought 
him } but a& he was putting the vjbs- 
sel to his mouth, a poor wounded 
soldier, who happened to be carried 
hy him at that mstant, looked up to 
it with wishftd eyes. The gallant 
uid. generous Sicuiey took the bottle 
§fom his mouth, just when he was 
ffoing ta drink, and deliyered it to 
uie soldier, saying, " Thy necessity 
V yet greater than mine !" 

Gtueen Caroline, one day, observ- 
ing that her daughter, the late Prin- 
oess of Orange, had made one of the 
ladies stand a long time, while she 
wasJalkinff to her upon some trivial 
9iibjeet, indeed till she was almost 
Mady to fiunt, was resolved to give 
her a practical reprimand for hat ill 
Miavieiir, that ahonld: lMy?e moie 
weight than ^vrisal pvse^ When 
H» PwMss, tbfmloas^ asm to to 



in the evening, «s usual, ta read to 
her, and was drawing herself achair Uk 
sit down on, the Gtueen said, — "No^ 
my dear, you must not sit at pro- 
sent ; for I intend to make you stand 
this evening as long as you suffered 
Lady --.-«• to remain to-day in the- 
same position. She is a woman or 
the first quality ; but, had she been & 
nursery maid, you should have re- 
membered she was a human crea- 
ture as well as yourself." 

As soon as the soldiers of the truly 
gallant Czar of Moscovy were mas- 
ters of the town of Narva, they fell 
to plunder, and gave themselves up 
to the most enormous barbarities. The 
Czar ran from place to place .to put a 
stop to the disorder and massacre. 
He even turned upon his own victo- 
rious but ungovernable troops, and 
threatoned to drench his dagger in 
their hearts if they did not immedi- 
ately desist from rapine and slaugh- 
ter, and allow quarter to their van- 
quished foes. 

A Chinese Emperor being told 
that his enemies had raised an insur- 
rection in one of the distent provin- 
ces ; " Come, then, my friends," said 
he, " follow me, and I promise you 
that we shall quickly destroy them." 
He marched forwaro, and the rebels 
submitted upon his approach. All. 
now thought that he would teke the- 
most signal revenge, but were sur- 
prised to see the captives treated with 
mildness and humanity. "How," 
cried the First Minister, " is this the 
manner in which you fulfil your 
promise? Your royal word was 
given that your enemies should be 
destroyed, and behold you have par- 
doned all, and even caressed some !" 
" I promised (replied the Emperor, 
with a generous air) to destroy my 
enemies ; I have fulfilled my word ;; 
for, see, they are enemies no longer r 
I have made friends of them." Xet 
every Christian imitate so noble aa- 
examplji^ and learn " tpoveicome evilc 
with good>" 

HmiylV. of France, though Uv 
waniof, dteserves to be record^ afr 
000 who.d!QfightediMldq»Ui«.sheddiiig^ 
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<|f Mood where U could be avoided. 
When he was advised to take Paris 
by assault, before the arrival of the 
auxiliaries which the Kiqg of Spain 
was sending to the succour of the 
league, he would not give his consent 
to expose that capital to the horrors 
which a city taken by storm must ex- 
perience. " I am," said he, " the 
real father of my people ; I am like 
that genuine mother who presented 
herseff before Solomon : I would 
much rather net have Paris in my 
possession, than possess it in a state 
of niin, by the slaughter of so many 
persons." If those who delight so 
much in bloodshed would learn to 
imitate this illustrious monarch, we 
should not hear of so much carnage 
and slaughter among mankind. And, 
as one observes, " if Christian na- 
tions were nations of Christians, all 
war would be impossible and un- 
known amongst them." 

JEWS. 

"The numbers, dispersion, and 
adherence of the Jews to their reli- 
gion," says Addison, " have furnished 
every age, and every nation of the 
world, with the strongest arguments 
for the Christian faith, not only as 
these very pArticulars are foretold of 
them, but as they themselves are the 
depositories of these and all the other 
prophecies which tend to their own 
confiision. Their number furnishes 
vs with a sufficient cloud of witness- 
es that attest the truth of the Bible. 
Their dispersion spreads these wit- 
nesses through all parts of the world. 
The adherence to their religion makes 
their testimony unquestionable." — 
Notwithstanding, however, their ge- 
neral obstinacy and unbelief, many m- 
dividuals among them have been 
struck with the evidence produced in 
favour of our Messiah. 

^ Dr. South informs us, that a Rab- 
bi who lived about fifty years before 
Christ, upon the consideration of Ja- 
cob's prophecy. Gen. xlix. 10. of Dan- 
iel's seventy weeks (Daniel, ix.) said, 
that it was impossible for the coming 
•f the Messiah. Uf. b« deferred beyond 



fifty yean ; a proportioD of time vait^. 
different from that of 1800. 

At a solepnn disputation which 
was hold at Venice, m the 17th oei»' 
tury, between a Jew and a Chiirtko 
—the Christian strong ugued, £»»» 
Daniel's pnmhecy of tlw seventr 
weeks, thi^ Jesus was tha Mesnah- 
whom the Jews had long expected 
f^om the predictions of their prophets ; 
—the learned Rabbi who presided 
at this disputation was so forcibly 
struck by the argument, that he put 
an end to the business by saying, 
" Let us shut up our Bibles, for if 
we proceed in the examination of this 
prophecy, it will make us all become 
Christians." — Bishop Watson. 

A learned Rabbi of the Jews, at 
Aleppo, being dangerously ill, called' 
his mends together, and desired them 
seriously to consider the various for- 
mer captivities endured by their nation^ 
as a punishment* for the hardness d 
their nearts, and their present captiv- 
ity, which has continued sixteen hun- 
dred years, "the occasion of which," 
said ne, "is doubtless our unbelief. 
We have lon^ looked for the Messiah^ 
and the Christians have believed ia 
one Jesus, of our nation, who was of 
the seed of Abraham and David, and 
bom in Bethlehem, (for aught we 
know,) may be the true Messiah ; and 
we may have suffered this Ions cap- 
tivity because we have rejected him* 
Therefore, my advice is, as my last 
words, that if the Messiah which we- 
expect do not come at or about the* 
year 1650, reckoning from the birth- 
of their Christ, then you may know- 
and believe that this Jesus is the> 
Christ, and you shall have no other." 
— HiU's Six Sermons, 1648. 

A person travelling some time ago* 
in a stage coach with a Jew, who ap- 
peared more intelligent and commu-« 
nicative than most he had ever met: 
with before, conversed with him very: 
freely about the opinions of the mo^ 
dem Jews. Among other thkiffs^ 
he asked him, " In what liffht M* 
viewed hiis expected Messiah 7 To- 
which the Jew replied, with great 



RSLIOIOITS, MORAL, AND 



Mm, thai I commit my eternal all 
into hia hands, and depend upon 
him for everlasting lijj^." 

A Jew went from Palis to Rome, 
in order to acquire a just idea of the 
Chiistian reUgion, as at the fountain 
head. There he beheld amony, in- 
trigue, and ahominations, of all sorts ; 
and aiter gratifying his curiosity in 
every particular, returned to France, 
where lie gave a detail of his ohserva- 
tions to a friend, by whom he had 
been long solicited to abjure Judaism. 
From such a recital, the Christian 
expected nothing but an obstinate 
perseverance in the old worship, and 
was struck with amazement when 
the Jew acquainted him with his 
resolution of requesting baptism upon 
the following grounds of conviction ; 
That he had seen at Rome every 
body, from the Pope down to the 
beggar, using all their endeavours to 
subvert the Christian faith, which, 
nevertheless, daily took deeper and 
firmer root, and must, therefore, be of 
divine institution. 

However dispersed and unbeliev- 
ii^ the Jews are at present, we have 
reason to believe, from the aspect of 
scripture prophecy, that they shall, 
in due time, be converted to Christi- 
anity. " And m^ht we presume to 
anticipate the glorious scene, when 
this conversion ^haU take place, 
we might picture to ourselves the 
heretofore incredulous, but still zea- 
lous Jew, with the Books of Moses 
in his hand, anxiously tracing out 
the particular outlines of that sacred 
character to which his attention is 
now, for the first timCy directed. 
Mark ^s countenance, speaking the 
language of increasing astonishment, 
as the rays of evangeuc light, reflect- 
ed from the different parts of his fa- 
vourite law, break through the thick 
doud that has hitherto obscured his 
understanding. Behold him placed 
at the foot of the cross; one while 
bowed down witii shame and com- 
pimction for the erying sins of his 
nation ; one whilie hfiing up his 
c^es, and fixing them ill mous adora- 
tion on, hinotwWin hj9 wierB piet-* 



ced. In the language of heartfelt 
rapture hear him crying out, * Bless^ 
ea be Grod, I have at length found 
him, of whom Moses and the pro- 
phets did write ; the Lamb of God,, 
slain for the recovery of a lost worlds 
For this is he, of whom it is written, 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows ; yet we did es- 
teem him stricken of God and afilict- 
ed, &c. Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace ; for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation.* " 



INSTANCES OF lONORANCSr 
AND PROFANITY. 

Whatever intelligence and puri- 
ty man possessed in his original 
state, it is evident that " the gold is. 
become dim, and the most fine gold 
changed." The scripture does not^ 
in the least, exaggerate, when it de- 
clares the understanding to be en- 
veloped in the grossest ignorance, and 
the neart deceitful above all thin^ 
and desperately wicked. Perhaps ul 
no one thing is the mind of man. 
more dark and benighted, than in res- 
pect to the fear and knowledge of 
that God} who is the author of our 
existence and the source of all our 
Uessings. Converse \vith men on; 
sublunary tilings, and the temporal 
concerns in which they are engaged,, 
and they are all attention, life, and 
activity; but propose to them- their 
duty to God, and the necessity of 
being concerned for their souls, and 
they diiscover the greatest stupidity^^ 
the most awful ignorance connected- 
with the most shocking perverseness< 
of will. — The foUowinff instances of" 
knorance may not be j^easant to the 
feelings of an enlightened mind ; but 
they are not without their use, as 
they teach us to value the smallest, 
degree of spiritual knowledge, and 
to excite us to the most vigorous ex- 
ertions to diffuse it. 

Synesius, though raised to be a. 
bishop in the Christian church,. stiU. 
continued to be a determined Plato- 
I nist, and had so far imbibed the spirit, 
and doctQj)& oT that school, as to do^ 
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fkse his sentiiDfliito thiif:->"A» 
darkness i»BW8t nroper and oommo- 
dious for those who nave weak tym, 
80 I hold that lies and JIcHmu aie 
useAil to the peeple, and that tnUh 
would be hurtlul to those who are 
not able to bear its light and splen- 
dour." Unhappy SynesiusI it is 
much to be feared truth did not dart 
its celetUal ray on thee, or such gross 
iffnoninoe would not have beclouded 
uy mind. 

The Rev. Mr. Coehlan asking a 
lady in the neighbourhood of I*^r- 
wich, "Whether she knew any 
thing of Christ?" she answered, 
*' Yes, .Sir; I remember thatlonoe 
saw his picture." 

Lady H. being once at Tunbridse, 
asked a poor man's daughter, "Whe- 
ther she took any thought for her 
soul?" The young woman answered, 
" I never knew tluit I had a soul." — 
" Bid TOUr mother call on me to^y, " 
xepUed the Countess. When the old 
woman came, my lady said to her, 
« How is it that your daughter is six- 
teen years of age, and does not know 
that she has a soul ?" The woman 
answered, "In troth, my lady, I have 
so much oaie upon me to find my 
daughter in food and clothes for her 
body, that Ihave no time to talk to her 
about her soul." 

Fanner V— — once said to a min- 
iBter, " Sir, you preach about foith, and 
aay a great ded coneemix^ it : pmy 
what IS foith ?" - The mmister an- 
swered, " What is your idea of it ?" 
He replied, "I suppose it to be the 
ten commandments. 

A Mr. C. on a minister's mention- 
ing'to him, in his last sickneas, the 
necessity of the Holy Ghost's influ> 
ence, answered, " I suppose, Sir, that 
the Holy Ghost was a geod man, who 
tived a-gieat while. ago." 

LadvH. once asking a lady, "Whe- 
ther she knew who it was that re- 
deemed her?" Moeived for answer, 
** Yes, Madam, I know V0iy well who 
it was that latemsd IBB : it waa Pon- 
tinsPilal?." 

Fmnds de MaQieibe, a Fioioh 
poet| used to fay, that when the ipoor 



pramised him that they would pnyto 
Godforhim, "thathedidnotbeliev« 
they could have any great inteiesC 
in neaven, since tliey were left in 
such a bad condition upon earth | 
and that he should be b^r pleased 
if the Duke de Luyne, or some other 
fovouriteu had made him the samer 
promise." 

An old woman of seventy yean of 
a^e being inquired of by a GUwpol 
minister concerning the state of her 
soul, and how she expected to be^ 
saved ? replied, with a degree of' 
warmth, " Not by this book (glutting 
her hand upon the Bible, which lay 
on the table) but by my ovm heart,* 
and the prayer-book." 

An elderly woman having heard 
the doctrine of the new birth msisted 
on in a sermon fi!om 2 Corinthiani^ 
V. 17. upon leaving the place of wor-- 
shijp, was overheara to address hm- 
sell wiUi apparent seriousness, in* 
words to this effect : " Well, this can- 
not be true ; for the wise man- sayi^. 
< There is nothing new under tha^ 
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sun. 

" Several persons of sixty ytaiL 
and. upwards,** mj^ Mr. DootitOl^^ 
"being asked concerning the three 
offices of Christ, could give no other 
account of them than thi% That 
they were Father, Son, and Hohr 
Ghost." 

" I have heard of a witty parson,'* 
says Dr. Beattie, " who^ havmg been 
dismiseed for irregularities, used, 
afterwards in convenation to sayx 
that he thanked God he was n<yti 
cashiered for iffnoiance and insul^. 
fidency, but onfy for vice and immo- 
rality r' 

A gentleman who ha^' engaged ft . 
footman, in his setvigss^ on tdlin^. 
him that " morning ^ and evening^ 
prayers were ofiered in the fomily^ 
and that he hoped it would not be. 
any objection to him," he replied,, 
"JHo, Snr ; but I hope you will eoB•^ 
aider it in my wiages." 

Lewis IX«i)c^ttUy stopped B prints 
who after having pmyed for tiia 
health of l0B bod^, was begiimine to 
implora haaven for^his ftttaie welSu^ 
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---" Hold ! bold !" cried he, "you have 
gone fax enoogh for once. Never be 
tiresome in your address to God Al- 
nughty. Stop now, and pray for my 
«ml another time," 

A certain gentleoian in France, 
having feasted nigh on sensual gratifi- 
cations, said, "Let God Almighty 
give me all the good things in Paris, 
and secure me from the monster 
Dc»th, and he may keep his heaven 
to himself and welcome." 

Henry II. hearing Mentz, his 
<€hief dty, was taken, used this blas- 
phemous speech: "I shall never," 
«aid he, " love God any more, that suf- 
fered a city so dear to me to be taken 
irom me." 

W. Tindall, who made the first 
^version of the Bible in English, once 
fell in company vnth a certain divine 
xemarkable for his learning, with 
whom he disputed, and drove him 
«o close, that at length the divine 
blasphemously cried out, "We had 
better be witiiout God's laws than 
the Pope's." 

f n tne reign of Edward VT. most 
tfC the priests in Scotland imagined 
(he lE7ew T<i!«rAm«n* tor lie a composi- 
tion of Luther's, and asserted that 
•the Old alone was the word of God. 

Caligula, the Roman Emperor, 
^Qcnmnuided that he should be wor- 
shipped as a god, and caused a tem- 
ple to be erecSed for him. He built 
also his house in the capitol, that so 
he might dwell with Jupiter; but 
being angry that Jupiter was still 
preferred before hin^ he afterwards 
erected a temple in his palace, and 
■would have haa the statue of Jupiter 
Olympus in his form brought thitner $ 
the snip, however, which was sent 
for it was broken in pieces by a thun- 
derbolt He uffed to sit in the mid- 
dle of the images of the gods, and 
caused the most rare and costly 
^wls and birds to be sacrificed to him. 
He had also certtdn instruments 
made, whereby he imitated thunder 
and lightning ; and when it really 
thundered, he used to cast stones 
towards heaven, saying,— " Either 
Itoi ihalt kiU me, or I wiU kUl 



thee ;" with other blasphemies, whicb 
are not proper to mention in this- 
work. 

Xerxes having made a bridge of 
boats over the Hellespont, for the 
passage of his immense army £n>m 
Asia into Europe, a tempest arose, 
and destroyed it; upon which he 
caused his men to give the sea three 
hundred stripes, and throw chains in 
it, to bind it to its good behaviour ; 
which office was performed, accom- 
pmniod with these arrogant expres- 
sions : " Unruly water ! thy lord has 
ordered thee this punuhment : and, 
whether liiou wilt or no, he is resolv- 
ed to pass over thee." 

A certain Italian having his ene- 
my in his power, told him there was 
no possible way for him to save his- 
life, unless he would immediately 
deny and renounce his Saviour. 
The timorous wretch, in hopes of 
mercy, did it ; when Uie other forth- 
with stabbed him to the heart, saying 
— " That now he had a full and noble 
revenge, for he had killed at once 
both nis body and soul." 

The above are only individual in- 
stances of error and depravity ; but 
what shall we say when we consider 
the mass of manlund at large ? The 
inhabitants of the globe are compu- 
ted to be upwards of eight hundred 
millions. Of these, four hundred and 
eighty-one miUions are supposed to 
be Pagans; one hundred and forty 
millions are Mahometans ; nine mil- 
lions are Jews; only one hundred 
and seventy millions are called Chris- 
tians. Of these only fifty milliona 
are Protestants ; and of these, alas I 
how few are truly devoted to God ! 



INDOLENCE. 

" No disposition so totally unfits t 
man for all the social ofiices and so- 
cial enjoyments of life as indolenee>. 
An idle man is a mere blank in the 
creation, and lives to no purpose.** 
He is* his ovm tormentor; always 
full of wants and of complaints t 
while his inactivity often proves fiital 
both to his body and bis mindL 
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^'The worst importunities, themoettlence will conquer all the rest." If 
embariasaing perplexities of business, I we do not agree altogether with this 



are softness and luxury, compared 
with the incessant cravings of vacan- 
ey, and the unsatis&ctory expedient 
of idleness." 

It was a law among the Athenians, 
" That those who had been brought 
up to no employ by their parents, 
should not be obliged to keep them if 
the^ came to want in their old age," 
which all other (legitimate) children 
were. 

'. So uncommon, and so much out 
of fiishion, is idleness in China^ that 
it is jecorded of one of the Emper 
rors, that, seeing a.man unemployed, 
he expressed his gret and his fears, 
that, on account oi the man's idle- 
ness, some one of his subjects must 
1)6 that day destitute of food. 

"Augustus," says Flavel,/! built 
an Aprckgapcliay a city void of busi- 
ness ; but I am sure Grod never erect* 
ed any city, town, or fiunily, to that 
end. If you be negligent, you can- 
not be innocent^' 

" Pray of what did your brotHier 
die V said the Marquis Spinola, on« 
day, to Sir Horace Vere. " He died, 
Sir," replied he, "of having nothing 
to "do." "Alas! Sir," said Spinola, 
''that b enough to kill any general 
of us all." Montesquieu says, " We 
in general place idleness among the 
beatitudes of heaven ; it should ra- 
ther, I think, be put amidst the tor- 
tures of heU. Austin calls it the 
bu|^in£ a man alive." 

Yana Servilius, descended of a 
Pnetorian &mily, was remaxkable 
for nothing but sloth and indolence, 
in which be grew old and odious, in- 
somuch that it was commonly said by 
such as passed his house, tiRc Varia 
fituaest — Hero lies Varia! Thus 
speaking of him as a person not only 
dead, but buried to all intents and 
purposes of rational existence. 

"If you ask me," sayis Lavater, 
" which is the real hereditary sin of 
human nature, do you imagine I 
shall aiiswer, pride or luxury, or am- 
bition or egotism 7 No; I shall say, 
indolence. He who conquers indo- 



gentleman's opinion, it shows us, at 
feast, what a great evil he supposed 
indolence to be. 

" AVlien I visited a country neigh- 
bour of mine (says Lord Clarendon) 
in the morning, I alwajrs fouiod him 
in bed ; and when 1 came in the af- 
ternoon, he was asleep, and to most 
men besides myself was denied. 
Once walking wi^ him, I doubted 
ho was melancholy, and, by spending 
his time so much m bed, and so much 
alone, that there, was something that 
troubled him; otherwise that it could 
not be that a man upon whom Qad. 
had poured so mioiy blessings, should 
he so Uttie oonteAted as he appeared 
to be. To whichhe answeredj ' that 
he thought himself the most hxpof 
mail ahve in a vrife, who was all toe 
comfort he could have in this world ; 
that he was at so much ease in his 
fortune, he did not wish it greater ; 
but he said he would deal fireely with 
me, and tell me, if he were melan- 
choly, (which he suspected himself 
ot,) what was the tme cause of it; 
that he had somewhat he knew noi 
what to do with ; his time he knew 
not how to spend ; which was the ret- 
son he loved his lied so much, and 
slept at other times^ which he said he 
fomid did him no good in his health." 
Lord Clarendon adds, that the unhap- 
py gentleman's melancholy daily in- 
creaised with the agony of hU thoughts, 
till he contracted those diseases which 
carried him off at the age- of thirty- 
six. 

How wretched must this disposition 
make the possessor of it ! Man was 
made for activity, and in the present 
state, indeed, much of his happiness 
seems to depend on it When he 
becomes idle, he becomes miserable : 
both a plague toothers, and a burden 
to himself. It is a saying among the 
Turks, that a " busy man is troubled 
with one devil, but the idle man with 
a thousand ;" and the Grrand Seign- 
ior himsclii we are told, is always 
taught some mechanical business. 
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INFIDBLITT. 

Whateyer spedotu arguments 
infidels bring forward in support of 
their doctrines, there is one thln^ 
which seems veiy prominent in their 
characters; J mean pride. They op- 
pose their own reason to the &cts of 
ages, the folfihnent of prophecy, 
the evidence of miracles, and the 
good sense of the wisest and best 
men who have ever lived. 

" The sufficiency of human rca- 
ikm," says Young, "is the golden 
eaif which these men set up to be 
worshipped ; and, is the frenzies of 
their extravagant devotion to it, they 
trample on venerable authority, strike 
at an oak with an osier, the doctrine 
of GK)d'8 own {planting, and the 
eiowth of ages, wi^4fae sudden and 
rortuhous shoots of imaginatiota, abor> 
tive births of an hour. The human 
improvements on divine revelation 
may be compared to the profiining of 
the Holy Bible mth the figure of 
Heathen idols under Aniiochua Epu 
pkane8 ; or, rather, to the proud JRo- 
man £mperor, who took the head 
from Jupiter's statue, and placed his 
own in its stead." 

The elegant Saurin strikingly de- 
scribes the foUy and madness ofsuch 
men; "What surprises me, what 
fitumbles me, what frightens me, is to 
see a diminutive creature, a con- 
temptible man, a little ray of light 
glimmering through a few feeble or- 
gans, controvert a point with the Su- 
preme Being, oppose that Intelli- 
gence who setteth at the helm of the 
world, question what he affirms, dis- 

Eute wlmt he determines, appeal from 
is decision, and even after God hath 
given evidence, reject all doctrines 
that ar0 beyond his capacity. Enter 
into thy nothingness, mortal crea- 
ture ! What madness animates thee 1 
How darest thou pretend, thou who 
art but a point, thou whoso essence 
is^ but an atom, to measure thyself 
with the Supreme Being, with Him 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain ?" 

Men of infidel principles are 
flometiidcs as ignorant as they are im- 



I pertinent One of this «ort was ma- 
king himself merry in a large com- 
pany at the expense of the Scriptures^ 
and told his companions that he could 
jprove the prophet of the Christian 
(as he called Christ) mistaken, even 
upon the most cammon subjects. 
After awakening the curiosity of the 
company, he thus gratified it 
"Christ says that old bottles aro 
not so strong as new, (alluding to 
Matt. ix. 17 j) and therefore if new 
wine is put into old bottles it will 
break tbem. Now, don't every body 
know that old class is just as strong 
as new 7 for w&)ever heard that giass 
was the weaker fijr being old V* 

A clexsyman in company, who had 
been made the butt of nis wit, gently 
re|wwed the ignorance and folly of 
this iQ^itting, by askmg him if he un- 
derstood <3Teek. « Greek, Sir ! no^ 
Sir ; but what ha^ Greek to do with 
it ? A'bottle is a bottle, wh^her it be 
inr Greek or Endish; everybody 
knows that an old bottle is just as 
good and as strong as a new one." 
" Not quite. Sir," replied the other, "if 
they are made of leather or skins, as 
the fact waa ais to the bottfes Christ 
speaks o^ as the Greek name im- 
ports, and indeed it is so in many 
countries, even to this day, that peo 
pie use skins by way of vessels to con- 
tain wine." On which side the laugh- 
ter of the company turned is not very 
difficult to conceive. W« may here 
learn - that the knowledge of the 
original languages in which the Scrip- 
tures are written is of no small utility 
to a Ghristian minister. 

Mr. Hobbes, the celebrated infidel, 
in bravado would sometimes speak 
very unbecoming things of God and 
his word. Yet when alone he was 
haunted with the most tormenting 
refibctions, and would awake in great 
terror if his candle happened to go 
out in the night. He could never 
bear any discourse of death, and seemi- 
ed to cast off all thought of it. Not- 
withstanding all his h^h pretensiona 
to learning and philosophy, his unc 
easiness constrained him to confess^ 
when he drew near to the grave, that 
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*)ie was about to take a leap in the 
iark." 

Even the hero of modem infidels, 
we are informed, when he came to 
die, was in the greatest *horror. 
When the Doctor came, he exclaimed, 
" I am abandoned by God and man. 
Doctor, I will give you half of what 
I am worth, if you will give me six 
months life." The Doctor answered, 
"Sir, you cannot live six weeks." 
Toltaire replied, " Then I shall go 
to hell, and you will go with me I" 
and soon expired. 

The late celebrated Mr. Gibbon, 
just before his death, confossed, that 
"when he considered all worldly 
things, they were all fleeting ; when 
he looked back, they had been fl^et- 
inff; and when he looked forward, 
aUwaa dark and doub^tU." Surely 
no one can wish to be an infidel for 
theoomfort of it! 

Infidelity is not only shocking as to 
its nature, butevery way injurious as to 
its tendency. ThefollowmffiiMtonce 
is a confirmation of it A servant 
who viraited at the table of Mr. M. 
often hearing this subj^ brought 
forward, af last became as ^eat an 
adept in these principJ^JS as his mas- 
ter ; and being thOHMighly convinced 
that for any of bis misdeeds he 
should have no st^r account to moke 
was resolved tojprofit by the doctrine, 
and made <^vith many thin^ of va- 
lue, partfculafly the plate. He was, 
however, so closely pursued, that he 
was brought back with his prey to 
Ids master's house, who examined 
him before some select friends. At 
first the man was sullen, and would 
answer no questions ; but Iseing urged 



removed my greatest temnr: 
slioiild I fear the least 1" 



to give a reiyipn foiHr his infamous be- 
haviour, he resolutely said, " I had 
heard you so often talk of the impossi- 
bility of a future state, and that after 
death there was no reward for virtue, 
nor punishment for vice, that I was 
tempted to commit the robbery."— 
«*Willj but, you rascal," replied Mal- 
let, *' had you no fear of the gallows ?" 
« Sir,*' said the fellow, looking sternly 
at his master "what is that to you? 
Iflhadainindtaventuiethat you had 



LEARNING. 

Whilc some pride thcma cl re a in 
their aoquiienenta, and assume m 
great degree of consequmoe fiom 
Uieir superiority of knowledge, them 
are others, who make it their husinew 
to depreciate leamin|r, and thmk no 

respect due to, or felicity to arise fiom, 
intellectual attainments. fiutasign». 

ranoe a no honour, so knowl^ge if 
no duigrace to a rational creature. 
It is true, indeed, "that many paits 
of what is called learning leaemUe 
the man's hone, which had but two 
feults ; he was hard to catd^ andffood 
for nothing when he was cau^t.'' 
But that uowledge which has the 
glofy of the Divine Being, our own 
leal improvement, and the good of 
others, for its object, should be sought 
by all ; and we should disdain to be 
upon a level with those, "who, like 
brutes inclosed in a narrow ciicle of 
sensations, never aspire to improve 
their faculty of intelligence any farther 
than as its improvement is necessary 
to the sensual enjoyment of a few 

Soss gratifications, in which all their 
idty is contained." 

Bishop Beveridge, at 18 years of age^ 
wrote a Treatise on ibe Excellency and 
Use of Oriental Tonnes, espedaUy 
Hebrew, Chaldee, Synac, Arabu^ and 
Samaritan, with a Syriac Grammar. 

Witsius made so rapid a progress 
in learning, that before he was fifteen 
years of age, he could not only speak 
and write the Latin language car» 
rectly, and with some degree of flu- 
ency, but also readily interpret the 
books of the Greek Testament, and- 
the Orations of Isocrates, and render 
the Hebrew Commentaries of Samuel 
into Latin* At the same time giving 
the etymology of the original wordi^ 
and assigning the reasons of the vuin^ 
tions of the pointingnammatically. 

It is said of John Ficus, Prince oP 
Mirandula, that such was his genius 
for learning languages, that he was 
master of two and twenty bcfon he 
had seen so many yean. 
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Jftmes Crichton, known by the ap- 
pellation of the admirable Crichton, 
was bom in Scotland. At the age 
of twenty jears, he thought of im- 
teroving hmiself by forei^ travel; 
tnd having arrived at Pans, the de- 
irire of procuring the notice of its uni- 
versity, or the pride of making known 
Ms attainments, induced him to affix 
|>lacaTd8 on the gates of h« colleges, 
challenging the professors to dispute 
imth him in all the branches of litera- 
ture and the sciences in ten language^ 
iind either in prose or in verse. On 
^eday appointed, three thousahd au- 
'^tors assembled. Fifty masters, who 



quiring but in communicating hitf 
knowledge, that sometimes, like Nero, 
he wish^ he had never known his 
letters. 



LONDON. 

As London is the mnd emporium 
of the world, and aj^ace where there 
is every advantage, it is no wonder it 
should be the resort of all ranks tyf 
people. Its religious advantages, 
nowever, are not less than its politi- 
cal and commercial. Here the gos- 
pel is preached in all its purity, fOid 
vast multitudes flock to hear it. 



Here are. lectures at aH seasons to BCr 
had laboriously prepared for the con- 1 commodate the people, and to leave 
lest, proposed to him the most intri- 1 the ignorant without excuse. Here 

cate questions, and he replied to — ' * — ' "" * ' 

them m the language they required 

with the happiest propriety of ex- 

piession, with an acuteness that 

■eemed superior to everjr difficulty, I meetings to inspire with ardour, and 

and vrith an erudition which appear- 1 social companies to instruct and es- 



are ministers of all denomintttioiu, 
and of Vfirious gifts, stdted to the dif> 
ferent sentiments, tastes, and experi- 
ence of hearers. Here aire pablic 



ed to have no bounds. Four cele 
brated doctors of the church then ven- 
tured to enter into disputation with 
him. He obviated every objection 
they could urge in opposition to him ; 
he refuted every argument they ad- 
vanced. A sentiment of terror min- 
gled itself with their admiration of 
h ifi- They conceived him to be an an- 
tichrist. This singular exibition con- 
tinued from nine m the morning till 
nx at night, and was closed by the 
President of the University, who^ 
ha^g expressed in the strongest 
terms of compliment the sense he en- 
tertained of ms capacity and know- 
ledge, advanced towards him, accom- 
panied by four professors, and bestow- 
ed on him adiainond ring and a purse 
of gold. 

It must not, however, be under- 

tftood that the study of the sciences, 

or the acquisition oflanguages, always 

procure the literary adventurer the 

happiness he desires. Joseph Scaliger 

perfectly understood thirteen lan- 

^tttges, was deejay versed in almost 

every branch of melrature, and was 

]^luips one (tf the glecitest teholars 

tfaM any age has predfioied; yet he 

liiund so mai^h petfloi^, iUrt hi oo 



tablish the mind. Here are friendly 
societies and charitable institutional 
to excite generomty and move com- 
passion, ui this respect I look on 
London as superior to any city iii the 
world, and bonder not af the parted 
attachment many possess to it. Nor 
is London less fenuous for learning. 
" The happiness of London," saVs 
Dr. Johnson, " 'w hot V) be conceiv- 
ed but by those who have resided in 
it. I will venture \o h^y, there is 
more learning and sdence vrlthin the 
circumference of ten miles from 
where we sit, than in aH the rest of 
the kingdom." 

King James the First, vriUing to 
make a present to Dr. Donne, tp- 
pointed him to wait on bim at dinner 
the next day. fiOs migesty being set 
down, before he ^te any meat, said, 
" Dr. Donne, J have invited you to 
dinner, and though yon sit not down 
with me, yet I will carve to you of a 
dish that I know you love. You love 
London well : I do, theref(»re, make 
you Dean of St. Paul's; tsOk^yoOr 
meat home to your study, say gracie, 
and much good miw It do you.'^ 

Mr. 'C-- — ^ of o n , being in 
etniipaiiy once ^ivtth a noghbciiiziBg 
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itti^ister, who had an invitation to go 
tmrn the country to a church in Lon- 
don, and the conversation turned 
upon that subject, ms neighbour said 

to him, " Brother C , I see my 

cajU exceeding clear to leave 6 , 

and go to London." Mr. C re- 

pUed, "Ah, brother, London is a 
fine place ; and as it is to go there, 
you can hear very quick ; but if God 
had called you to go to poor Cran- 
field, he might luive called long 
enough, I fear, before you would have 
beard him." 

According to Justice Colquhoun's 
calculation, "There are in London 
about 502 places of worship: One 
cathedral, one abbey, 114 churches, 
130 chapels and chapels of ease, 207 
meetings and chapels for dissenters, 
A^ chapels for foreigners, and 6 sy- 
nagogues. About ^50 public and 
private schools, including yins of 
court, colleges, &c AtouI eight 
fiocieties for morals, ten societies for 
learning and arts, 122 asylums for 
indigent; about 17 asylums for sick 
and lame, 13 dispensaries^ and 704 
friendly societies. Charity distribu-^ 
ted, 75O,00O2.per annum.'^ This i% 
a pleasing account ; but the follow- 
ing^ I think, we cannot read without 
feeling emotions both of sorrow and 
pity. "There are about 2500 per- 
sons committed for trial in one year. 
Annual depredations amount to about 
^100,000/. E^hteen prisons, 5204 
alehouses, withm the biUs of mortali- 
^. Amount of coin counterfeited 
290,000/. per annum. About 3000 
xeceivers of stolen goods ; about 50^000 
prostitutes. About 10,000 ser- 
vants at all times out of place : 20^000 
vise every morning, without know- 
ing how they are to subsist through 
ih^ day." 

LTINO. 
The practice of lying is so preva- 
lent in the world, and appears under 
flo many forms, that a firm adherence 
to truth in every thins is considered 
as a disagreeable nngumrity by many. 
Ev^a they who are not ^pdty of open 
" ai«t0o often found in the shame- 



fill practice of equiv)catioD. Let all 
such, however, remetiber, that lying 
lips are an abominatiou to the Lor(V 
and that he who wilfully <leoeives his 
neighbour, either by his v^ngue or 
his conduct, is a being to be^>eade4 
in society, and, wMle attempt^ to 
deceive others, he is actually in^M)a^. 
ing upon and will eventually deceive 
himsel£ 

The following instance of Dr. 
Johnson's conduct in this respect,' 
while it reflects honour on him, wil^ 
reprove many who are living in thl^ 
sin. It is said of him, that he 
would not allow his servants to say. 
he was not at home, if he really waa^ 
(as it is too much the custom of 
many.) " A servant's strict regard 
for truth," said he, " must be weak-, 
ened by such a practice. A philoso- 
pher may know that it is merely ti^ 
form of denial ; but few servants aro' 
such distinguishers. If I aecustom 
a servant to tell a lie for me, have I 
not reason to apprehend that he will 
tell many more lor himself T' 

A stnct adherence to truth the; 
Doctor considered as a sacred oUiffa- 
tion, insomuch that, in relating tne 
most minute anecdote, he would not 
allow himself the smallest addition tO: 
embellish lus story. The late Mr. 
Tyers, who knew Dr Johnson inti- 
mately, observed, "that he alwayi^ 
talked as if he was talking upoi^ 
oath." 

Herodotus tells us, in the fixivt, 
book of his history, that from the ace. 
of five years to that of twenty, th« 
ancient Persians instructed their 
children only in three things ; vb. tq 
manage a hors^ to shoot dexterouslv 
withtne bow, and to apeak the truth^ 
Which shows of how much impor^ 
tance they tiiought it to fix thb vir^ 
tuous haUt on the mind of youtl^ 
betimes. 

The following awful account is r»^ 
lated of a man, whose name shall be 
concealed, in tenderness to surviving^ 
relatives. He waited upon a magiih 
trate near Hitchin, in the county of 
Hertford, and informed him tiiat hg^ 
had been stopped by a young gjantiftr 
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fn»n of Hitchi«i who had knocked 
him down, an« searched his pocketg, 
but, not findng any thing there, he 
suffered hin *» depart The ma^s- 
trate, a9*>ni6bed at this piece of in- 
teOige^ce, despatched a messenger to 
the joung gentleman, ordering him 
to dppear mmiediately and answer to 
the charge exhibited against him: 
the youth obeyed the simunons, ac- 
companied by his ffuardian and an in- 
timate friend. Upon their arrival at 
the seat of justice, the accused and 
ihe accuser were confronted ; when 
the magistrate hinted to the man, he 
"Was fearful that he had made the 
charge with no other view than that 
of extorting money, and bade him 
fake care how he proceeded; exhor- 
ting him, in the most earnest and pa- 
thetic manner, to beware of the dread- 
ful train of consequences attending 
perjury. 

The man insisted upon making 
oath of what he had advanced : the 
(iath was accordingly administered, 
and the business niUy investigated, 
tvhen the innocence of the young 
gentleman was established, he having 
Ey the most incontrovertible evidence, 
proved an alibi. The in&mous 
wretch, finding his intentions thus 
frustrated, returned home much cha- 
grined, and, meeting soon afterwards 
tvith one of his neighbours, he de- 
clared he had not sworp to any thing 
but the truth, calling God to witness 
the same in the most solemn man- 
ner, and wished, if it was not as he 
W said, his jaws might be locked, 
and that his flesh nught rot upon his 
bones ; when, terrible to relate ! his 
jaws were instantly locked, and the 
Use of the faculty ne had so awfully 
perverted was denied him forever; 
and after lingering nearly a fortnight, 
he expired in the greatest asoniesj ms 
flesh uterally rotting upon nis bones ! 

MEMORY. 
As a clear judgment and a fine 
^nius are every way valuable, so a 
good memory is of considerable ad- 
vantage. It is the storehouse of the 
lou], and the repository of intellectu- 



al wealth. It is the library of tfin» 
mind which we carry about with vul 
It is, indeec^ to be lamented, that^ it 
often retains useless lumber and in- 
significant ideas, but it will be the" 
business of a wise man to lay up m 
it those treasures which, in due time^ 
he can lay out with utility. Many 
rules have been given for strengthen- 
ing the memory, such as cleJEir appre> 
hension, method in what we commit 
to memory, frequent review, repeti- 
tion, writing it in clear characters, &c. 
These, if attended to, no doubt wilt 
be serviceable ; for the memory, like 
the body, is improved by exercise. 
B[a]^py is he who, in addition to s 
cultivated understanding, posesses- 
the powers of retention and recollec- 
tion. He has a source of entertain- 
ment within himself. He can either 
be employed in retirement, or be use- 
ful ui society. He camea his wealth: 
with him wherever he goes, and 
makes use of it whenever he pleases. 
Some of the following instances, as 
well as those under Precocity, may 
be thought, by many readers, apo- 
cryphaj, but there does not appear 
tb me any reason to doubt their au- 
thenticity. 

Mr. Thomas Vincent had the 
whole New Testament and Psalms 
by heart. He took this pains, he 
often said, not knowing but they whe 
took from him his pulpit, might, in 
time, demand his Bible also. 

Henry de Mesmes had such a 
memory, that he could repeat Homer 
from one end to the other. 

Anthony Magliabechi, bom at 
Florence, was distinguished by his 
great memory and constant attention 
to study. A gentleman, by way of 
experimsnt, is said to have lent him 
a manuscript he was going to print ; 
and coming, some time aAer it waa 
returned, with a melancholy fece, 
pretending to have lost it, he request- 
ed Magliabechi to recollect as^ much 
as he could of it; upon which he 
wrote down the whole verbatim ex- 
actly as he had read it. 

mshop Jewel had naturally a very 
strong memory, which he had greal- 
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Jj impiDTed by ait, so that he ooold 
«KBctiy repeat whatever he wrote 
after onee reading. While the bell 
was ringing, he committed to his me- 
mory a repetition sennon, and pxo- 
nomiced it withoyt hesitation. He 
waa a constant preacher; and, in 
his own sermons, bis course was to 
write down only the heads, and me- 
ditate upon thte rest while the bell 
was ringing to. church. So firm was 
his memory, that he used to say, if 
he were to deliver a premeditated 
speech before a thousand auditors, 
snouting or fighting all the while, 
they would not put him out. John 
Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester, who 
was burnt in the reign of Q,ueen 
Mary, once, to try him, wrote about 
forty Welsh and Irish words. Mr. 
Jewel, going a littk while aside, and 
leooQecting them in>bis memory, and 
reading them twice or thrice over, 
said "them by heart, backward and 
forward, exactly in the same order 
they were set down. And another 
tin^ he did the same by ten lines of 
Erasmus's paraphrase in English; 
the words of which being read some- 
times confosedly without order, and 
aomelimes in order, by the Lord 
Keeper Bacon, Mr. Jewel, thinking 
a wnile on them, presently repeated 
them again, backward and forward, 
in their right order, and in their 
wrong, just as they were read to him ; I 
and he taught his tutor, Mr. Park- 
hunt, the same art. 

Jedediah Buxton, a poor illiterate 
English peasant, who died some yean 
ago, was remarkable for his know- 
ledge of the relative proportions 
of nunjbers, their powew and pro- 
gressive denominations. To these 
objects he applied the whole force 
of his mind, and upon these his 
attention was so constantly rivetted, 
that he frequently took no notice 'of 
external objects, and,vwhen he did, it 
was only with respect to their num- 
bers. If any space of time was men- 
tioned befoN him, he would soon 
adfter say, that it contained so many 
Bainutes} and if any dialanoe, he 
would assi^ tho. number of Aoif" 



breadtlu in it, tnm wlien no . 
tion was asked him by the eompuiy. 
Being required to multiply 456b^ 
378, he gave the product, by meniai 
arithmeticj (for he could ndther nad 
nor wiite,^ as soon as a peisoD in 
company nad completed it in ^b» 



common way. Beuig requestad to» 
work it audibly, that his method 
might be known, he multiplies 456 
fint b}r 5, which produced WO ; this 
he again multiplied by 20, and found 
the product 45,600, which was the 
multiplicand multiplied l^ 100 ^ 
this product he agam multiplied by 
3, which produced 136,800, the suio 
of the multiplicand multiplied by 300. 
It remainea, therefore, to muttiplr 
this by 78, which he affected by miiH- 
tiplying 2380 (the produet ti the- 
multipBcand multiphed by 5) by 15^ 
5 times 15 being 75;, this product 
being 34,200, he added to 136»800^ 
which was the multiplicand multiplied 
by 300; and this produced 171,000^ 
vmich was 375 times 456. To oom^ 
plete his operation, therefore^ ha 
multiplied 456 by 3, which jho* 
duced 1368 ; and having added thia 
number to 171,000, he found tho 
product of 456, multiplied by 378, tq 
be 172,36a 

By this it appean that Jedediah^ 
method of aritiunetic was entirely hia 
own, and that he was so little ac- 
quainted with the common rules, as 
to multiply 456 first by 5, and th* 
product by 20, to find what sum ik 
would produce multiplied by 100 fc 
whereas, had he added two cyphers 
to the figures, he would have obtsiflk** 
ed the product all at once. 

A person who heard of his asto- 
nishing performance, meeting will^ 
him accidentally, in order to tiy hi* 
calculating powers, proposed to hin% 
the following qnestuma. Admit ik 
fisld be 423 yards fong, and 3^ broad* 
what is the area 1 Alter the figUfSft 
were read to himdisHnctly, he gave tfaa 
true product, 162,009. yards, in thft 
spaoe of two minutes.. The same peiw 
son asked him how many acres tb* 
said field measured; and in elev^ 
minutes he replied 33 acren^ 1 raod^ 
6* 



M 



RBLIOiaUB, M&RAL, AV1> 



35 peicbes, 90 yaide and a quarter. 
He was then asked, how many bar- 
ley-coma would reach 8 miles 1 In a 
nunute and a half he answered, 
1,500,640 barley-corns. He was 
luLewise asked^ Supposine the dis- 
tance between York and London to 
be 204 miles, how man.^ times will a 
coach wheel turn round in that space, 
allowing - the circumference of the 
wheel to be 6 yards? In thirteen 
nunutes he answered 59,840 times. 

Being asked how long after the firing 
of one of the cannons at Retford the 
report might be heard at Haughton 
Park, the distance being 5 miles, and 
supposing thesound to move at the rate 
of 1 142 feet in one second of time, he 
replied, after about a (quarter of an 
hour, in 23 seconds, 7 thirds, and that 
46 remained. He was then asked, 
Admit 3,584 bigocoli plants are set in 
rowf^ four feet: asunder, and the plants 
seven feet apart^ in a rectangular plot 
of ground, now much land will these 
pkuits occupy ? In near half an hour, 
ne said, 2 acres, 1 rood, 8 perches and 
9 half. 

This extraordinary man would 
stride over a pece of land or a afield, 
and. tell the contents of it with as 
much exactness as if he had measur- 
ed it by the ehain^ In this manner 
he measured the whole lordship of 
Elmeton, c^ some thousands of acres, 
Moneine to Sir John Rhodes, and 
brought him the contents not only in 
acres, roods, and perches, but even in 
square inches. 

After this, he reduced them for his 
<ywn amusement into square hair- 
btreadths, computing about 48 to each 
ude of the inch ; which produced 
such an incomprehensible number as 
ftppeared altoseiher astonishing. 

The oniy objects of Jedediah's cu- 
nosity, next to figures, were the King 
and royal family; and his desire to 
see them was so strong, that, in the 
Ibeginning of spring, 1754, h» walked 
«p to London for that purj^ose, but 
was obliged to return diaappomted, as 
kis Majesty had vemovod to Kensing- 
lon, just as he arrived m town. He 
yw^ however, intzoduped la the B^^' 



al Soci^, whom he called the Volk 
of the Siety Court. The gentlemen 
who were then present asked him. 
several questions in arithmetic, ta 
prove his abilities, and dismissed 
him with a handsome gratuitv. 

During his residence in London^ 
he was carried to see the tragedy of 
Kiiig Richard III. performed at 
Drury-lane playhouse ; and it was, 
expected that tne novelty of every 
thing in this place, together with the 
splendour of the surrounding objects,, 
would have fixed him in astonishment, 
or that his passion would in some 
degree have been roused by the action 
of the performers, even if'^he did not 
fully comprehend the dialogue. But 
his thoughts were otherwise employ- 
ed. During the dances^ his attention 
was engaged in reckoning the number 
of steps. After a fine piece of music, 
he declared that the innumerable 
sounds produced by the instruments,, 
'perplexed him beyond measure. — 
But he counted the words uttered by 
Mr. Garrick in the whole courae (tf! 
the entertainment, and affirmed that 
in this he had perfectly succeeded. , 

Bom to no fortune, and brought 
.up to no particular profession, J. 
Buxton supported himself by the la- 
bour of his nands ; and though his ta- 
lents, had they been properly cultivate 
ed, might have qualified him for actings 
a distinguished part on the theatre of 
li% he pursued " the noiseless tenor of 
his way," sufficiently contented if he- 
could gratify the wants of nature, and 
procure a daily subsistence for himself 
and family. He died in 1778, being 
about 70 years of age. See his Life 

PARENTAL AFFECTION. 

God hath wisely and kindly im- 
planted in the breasts of parents a. 
most ardent principle of affection to- 
wards their children. And, indeed,, 
the various trials and difficulties oi' & 
femHy require more than ordinary 
regard to conduct it with propriety ;: 
toTbear with poitience whatever tran-t 
spires, and to watch with constancy 
against every eiaX to. whiiph.childreA 
are exposed^ 
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Aj^esilausi King of Sparta, was, of 
all mankind, one of the most tender 
and indulgent &thers to his children. 
It is reported of him, that when they 
'were httle he' would play with them 
and divert himself and them with 
riding upon a stick, and that, having 
■heen surprised by a friend in that 
action, he desired him not to tell any 
body of it, till he himself was a &ther. 
Henry IV. of France, would have his 
children call him papa, or father, and 
not Sire, which was the new feshion 
introduced by Catherine De Medicis. 
He used frequently to join in their 
amusements ; and one day, as he was 

going on all-fours with the Dauphin, 
is son, on his back, an ambassador 
suddenly entered the apartment, and 
surprised him in this attitude. The 
monarch, without moving from it, 
said to him, " Monsieur T Ambassa- 
deuTy have you any children T ** Yes, 
Sire," replied he. " Very well ; then 
I shall finish my race round my cham- 
ber." 

History informs u% that a &ther 
went to the agents of a tyrant to en- 
deavour to redeem his two sons, mili- 
tary men, who, with some other cap- 
tives of war, were appointed to die. 
He offered as a ransom to surrender 
his own life and a large sum of money. 
The soldiers who nad it in charge 
to put them to death, informed him 
that this equivalent would be accept- 
ed for one of his sons, and for one only, 
because they should be accountable for 
the execution of two persons j he 
might therefore choose which he 
would redeem. Anxious to save even 
one of them thus, at the expense of 
his own life, he yet was utterly^ un- 
able to decide which should die, by 
choosing the other to live ; and re- 
mained m the agony of his dilemma 
so long, that they were both slain. 

It is said that when the famous Dr. 
Kennicott had taken orders,, he came 
to officiate in his clerical capacity in 
his native town : when his father, 
who was parish clerk, proceeded to 
place the surplice on his shoulders 
a struffcle ensued between the 



that respect to hb ioq which he had 
been accustomed to show to other 
clergjrman : to this filial obedience he 
was obliged to submit A circum- 
stance is added, that his mother had 
often declared she should never be 
able to support the joy of hearing 
her son preach, and that, on her at* 
tendance at the church for the fint 
time, she was so overcome, as to be 
taken out in a state of tempoiuy 
insensibility. 

After all, we discover the matest 
affection to our children by enfteavooT' 
ing to foim their minds into a virtuous 
and religious mould ; when we tender 
to them suitable instruction, and 
above all, earnestly pray for them, 
that they may be preserved fhMn the 
snaie axtd danger of the present world 
and be taught to prepare for a better. 
" ParentSj'^says Dr. Doddridge, "are 
greatly solicitous forthe tempwd hap- 
piness of their children. For thi* 
they latxHir and watch; for this 
they deny themselves many an enjoy- 
ment, ana subject themselves to many 
an uneasy circumstance. But, alas ! 
where is the real friendship of all this,, 
while the precious soul is neglected 1 
It brings to n^ mind the account 
which an ancient writer* gives of the 
old Cartbamnians, which I can never 
recollect without great emotion. He 
is speaking of that diabolical custom, 
which so long prevailed amongst them, 
of offering their cUldren ta a detesta- 
ble Idol, which was formed in such a 
manner, that an in&nt put into its 
hands, which were stretched out to re- 
ceive it, would immediately foil into ar 
gulph c^ fire. He adds a curcumstance- 
which one cannot mention without 
horror : that the mothers, who, with 
their own hands, presented the little 
innocents, thought it an unfortunate- 
omen that the victim should be ofier- 
ed weeping; and therefore used » 
^reat many fond artifices to divert 
It, that soothed by the kisses and ca- 
resses of a parent, it might smile in 
the dreadful moment in which it was 
to be given up to the idoL Such is their* 
parental care and love, such their con*- 
do^ oF the son and the aJOfection of i wm. for the present ease and pim^eri- 
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the parent, who ixisistedon paying i 
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ty of their childreiij who neglect their 
goals: a fond lohcitiide, tluit they 
may pus nmling into the hands at 
the destroyer." 

" To give children good instruction 
«nd a bad example," says Archbishop 
Tillotson, " is but beckoning to them 
with the hand to show them the way 
to heaven, while we take them by the 
hand, and lead them to helL" The 
following will show an instance of 
fipirituaf afiection : 

Mr. P. Henry drew up a short form 
of the baptismal covenant, for the use 
of his children : it was this — 

"I take God the Father to be my 
chief good and highest end. 

yi take God 3ie Son to be my 
Prince and Saviour. 

" I take God tiie Holy Ghost to be 
my sanctifier, teacher, guide, and 
comforter. 

"I take the word of Gk)d to be my 
rule in all my actions ; 

" And the people of God to be my 
people in all conditions. 

" I do likewise devote and dedicate 
unto the Lord my whole sel^ all I 
am, all I have, and all I can do. 

" And this I do deliberately, sin- 
cerely, fteely, and for ever." 

This he taught his children, and 
each of them soleomly repeated it 
every Lord's day evening, after they 
were catechised, he puttmg his amen 
to it, and sometimes addling, " So say 
and so do, and you are mack for ever." 
He also took pains to lead them to 
understand it, and to persuade them 
to a free and cheerful consent to it. 
When they grew up, he made them 
all write it over severally with thdr 
own hands, and very solemnly set 
their names to it, which he told them 
he would keep by him, and it should 
be produced as a testimony against 
them if they should afterwards de|)art 
from God, and turn from foUowing 
after him. 



PERSECUTION. 

Persecution and intolerance are 
words at which my soul recoils; 
words which call up the most unplea- 
sant ideas i which make me tremble 



when I consider theinexpressibiede* 
pravity of the human miM, and how^ 
nur it has been extended and mani- 
fested among mankind. 

Of all the absurdities and impieties^, 
that of persecution for difference of* 
opinion is the most cruel and flagrant^ . 
nothing more unreasonable, nothing 
more abhorrent for the true genius of 
Christianity; 

That a man should be indifferent 
as to what he believes, or suppose that 
all doctrines are alike,, this would be 
a mark of an ignomnt and impious 
m&id. Every man is bound to search 
into the will of his Creator, so &r as it 
b revealed ; to study his obligations to 
him, and to be earnestly concerned 
for the promotion of ms glory in 
the world. But to triumph over 
others, to attempt to rob them of their 
private judgment, or to persecute 
them in any way because they differ 
from us in thought^ is the greatest 
disgrace to reason, religion, and hu- 
manity. It is also as useless as it is 
wicked. It may make hypocrites, 
but not christians. Attempts have 
been made to establish an exact uni- 
formity of sentiment, but all in vain» 
so it must be, while variety charac- 
terises all the works, material and in- 
telIectual,of theCreator'shand. Racks, 
tortures, gibbets, fires, with all the in- 
struments of cruelty, have been ap^ 
plied, but the mind nas risen superior 
to all ; yea, the very sanguinary me- 
thod made use of have, instead of re- 
pressing, supported and stren^hened 
the cause of truth, while it has mjured 
that of the opposers, It was a true 
saying ofthe Emperor Maximilian II, 
that " Such princes as tyrannize over 
the consciences of men, attack the 
throne of the Supreme Being, and 
frequently lose the earth by interfering 
too much with heaven.** The spirit 
of persecution has been tod prevsdent 
in every age, and almost in every par- 
ty ; nor has free toleration been right- 
ly understood till within these few 
years. The accounts given us of the 
ten pagan persecutions ; the succe»> 
sive and unneard of cruelties of the 
chnich of Rome, and^ nkfi t the twa 
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tfrat portion of this spirit uraong 
Protestants are enough to make ha- 
manity su^en at the thought We, 
hdwever, live in a time when this 
npirit begins to be treated as it 
should be. The dawn of truth, 
bve, and intelligence, ajipears, and 
the glorious Sun of reli^ous liberty 
sheds his benign influence, around 
us. May it nev^ cease to shine, 
till the whole world be enlightened, 
and the spirit of intolerance and 
religious oppression be heard of no 
more! Amen. 

Francis 1. Kin^ of France, used 
to declare, *Hhat if he thought the 
blood in his arm was tainted with the 
Lutheran heresy, he would have it 
cut off; and that he would not spare 
even his own children, if they enter- 
tained sentiments contrary to the 
CathoUc Church." 

Don Pedro, one of the Spanish 
Captains taken by Sir F. Drake, 
being examined berore the Lords of 
the Priyv Council} as to what was 
their design of invading us ? replied, 
" To subdue the nation, and root it 
out" — " And what meant you," said 
the Lords, "to do with the Catho- 
lics?" "To send them good men," 
says he, "directly to heaven, and 
you heretics to^ hell."— " For what 
end were your whips of cord and 
wire?" "To whip you heretics to 
death." — "What would you have 
done with the young children." 
" They above seven years old should 
have gone the way their fathers went: 
the rest should have lived in peroetu- 
al bondage, branded in the forehead 
with theletter L. for Lutheran." 

N. B. The instruments of torture 
above alluded to, as thumb screws, 
wUps, &c. are still shewn among 
other curiosities in the Tower of 
liondon. 

The history of the dreadful perse- 
cution of the Protestants under 
Charles IX. of France, needs not a 
place here ; but one of the most hor- 
rid circumstances attending it was, 
that when the news of this event 
feacbed Rome^ Pope Giegoiy X|IL 



instituted the most stdemn leiaiciiig; 

S'ving thanks to Almighty God &r 
is glorious victory!!! An in-- 
stance that has noparalleleveninheU.- 

What a diffisrent spirit did- Lewig 
XIL of France manifest ! When he 
was incited to persecute the Walden^ 
ses, he returned this truly ^reat uid 
noble reply: "Gk)d forbid that I 
should persecute any for being more 
religious than myself." 

We cannot be si^Sdently thank- 
ful for the liberty we now enjoy. 
How our fore&thers suffered, histo- 
ry informs us. Of the pious and ex- 
cellent Mr. Shaw, a nriend writes, 
" I have known him to spend part of 
many days and nights too in religious 
exercises, when the times were sa 
dangerous, that it would hazard an 
imprisonment to be worshippinff Grod 
with five or six people Uke mmded 
with himself. I have sometimes 
been in his company for a whole 
night tt^ether, when we have beeir 
obuged to steal to the place in the 
dark, and stup in the Yoice by cloth- 
ing and fiist closing the windows, till 
the first daybreak down a chiimiey 
has given us notice to be ^one." 

"I have," says one, "nine chil- 
dren, and my ambition is^ to engage 
them to treat a spirit of intolerance 
as Hamilcar taught Hannibal to treat 
the old Roman spirit of universal do- 
minion. The enthusiastic Cartha- 
finian parent, going to offer a sacri- 
ce to Jupiter for the success of an 
intended war, took with him his littie 
son Hannibal, then only nine years 
of age, and ^iger to accompany his 
father, led him to the altar, made 
him lay his little hand on the sacri- 
fice, and swear that he would never^ 
be in friendship with the Romans. 
We may sanctify this thought by 
transferring it to other objecte ; and 
while we smg in the church. Glory 
to God in the highest, vow perpetual 
peace with all mankind, and reject 
all weapons except those which an 
spirituu ; we may, we must declaie 
war against a spait of intolerance 
firom generatipn to generation." 
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POVERTY. 

^HonoH the blessingg of life, and 
a GpiQpeteiicy of temporal £ivoiur8, 
are every way desirable, yet they 
who are in a measure deprived of 
^em, should' remember that poverty 
in itself is no real disgrace, though 
considered as such by those whose 
minds are ilifluenced by custom and 
prejudice more than truth and be- 
nevolence. It must be confessed, in- 
deed, that a considerable part of man- 
lund make themselves poor by their 
pride, extravagance^ and dissipation ; 
yet I beUeve poverty is frequently an 
Attendant on genius and piety ; since 
many of the most wise, able, and ex- 
cellent characters have languished 
under the severity of want and dis- 
tress. 

Homer, poor and blind, resorted to 
the public places to recite his verses 
for a morsel of bread. 

The illustrious Cardinal Bentivog- 
Uo, the ornament of Italy and of liter- 
ature, lanffuished in his old age in 
the most Sstressful poveiW, and hav- 
ing sold hi& palace to satisQ^ his credi- 
tors, left notning behind hun but his 
reputation. 

Our great Milton, as every one 
knows, sold his immortal wofk for 
10/. to a bookseller, being too poor to 
undertake the printing of it on his 
4)wn account. 

It is said that Samuel Boyse, 
whose Poem on Creation ranks high 
in the scale of poetic excellence, was 
absolutely fiunished to deati^; and 
was found, dead in a garret, with a 
blanket thrown over his shoulder, 
and &stened by a skewer, with a pen 
in his hand. He was buried by the 
parish. 

Louis De Boissi, a celebrated 
French writer, and incontestably one 
of the first geniuses Fiance ever pro- 
duced, wanted breadL While all 
France was ringing with plaudits on 
his uncoBunon talents, he was lan- 
guishing at home with a wife and 
ehild under the pressures of the ex- 
tremest poverty, yea, to such a de^ 
eree, that he at hgt sunk into despon-. 
pency, and absolutely gave himself 



vnfe, and child, up to be starved in _ 
solitary apartment; and would ac- 
tually have been so, had it not beea 
for a friend who found them in thnt 
miserable state, where they had been 
for two or three days without bread. 

Otway, a poet of the first class, is 
said to have died in want, or, as r&^ 
lated by one of his biographers, by 
swallowing, after a long &8t, a piece 
of bread which charity had supplied. 
He went out, as is reported, almost 
naked, in the rage of hunger, and, 
finding a gentleman in a neighbour- 
ing coiTee-house, asked him for a shil- 
ling. The gentlei^cui gave him a 
gmnea, and Otway, going away, 
bought a roll, and was dioaked with 
the first mouthful. « All this," says 
Dr. Johnson, " I hope is not true j'* 
but observes, " that mdigence aiid its 
concomitants, sorrow and despon- 
dency, pressed hard upon him, has 
never been denied, whatever immedi- 
ate cause might bring him to the 
grave." 

The iamous Dr. Groldsmith was so 
poor, that he travelled on foot most 
part of his tour, on the Continent: 
when he approached any peasant's 
house, he played on the Grerman flute^ 
which sometimes procured him a 
lodging and subsistence for the next 
day. 

^ The great Dr. Johnson, for some 
time after he had reared his fame on 
an adamautine base, was flattered by 
the great, and listened to by the learn- 
ed, was not able to emerge from po- 
verty and dependence. It is upoii 
reccord that he was arrested for a pal- 
try debt of five guineas, and was 
obliged to his fiiend Mr. S. Richard- 
son for emanpipatipQ. 

To these we might add a long Kst 
of men eminent for their piety, and 
singular for their zeal to promote the 
good of mankind ; yea, the illustrious 
Apostles and the Loid Jesus Christ 
himself were poor. Though our Sa- 
vour was a Iting, possessed of aH 
possible glory andinteUuance in himr 
set^ yet white here we £id^ *< instead 
of a crown of gdd he had a oown ct 
thorns ; for a sceptre, a xeed put Vk 
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hu hand in derision ; for a throne, a 
ciods; instead of palaces, not a place 
to ^y his head in ; instead of sumpta- 
ous feasts to others, oftentimes hun- 
gry and thirsty himself ; instead of 
great attendants, a company of poor 
Ishermen; instead of treasures to 
give them, not money enough to pay 
tribute without working a miracle ; 
and the preferment offered them was 
to give each of them his cross to bear. 
In all things the reverse of worldly 
greatness from the first to the last ; a 
manger for a cradle at his birth ; not 
a place to lay his head sometimes in 
his life, nor a grave of his own at his 

death."— Maclauiin's Ser. on Gal. 
vL14. 



PRAYER. 

"What," says Hervey, "can be 
8o truly becoming a dependant state 
as to pay our adoring homage to the 
Author of all perfection, and profess 
our devoted allegiance to the Supreme 
Ahniffhty Grovemor of the universe 7 
Can mere be a more sublime pleasure, 
than to dwell in fixed contemplation 
on the beauties of the eternal mind ? 
Can there be a more advantageous 
employ, than to present our requests 
to the Father of mercies 1" " Men 
(said our gracious Saviour) ought 
iilways to pray, and not to feint" 

The old Duke of Bedford used to 
W, " I consider the prayers of God's 
Aunisters and People as the best 
walls round my house." 

The great Dr. Boerhaave acknow- 
ledged, that an hour spent everjr 
morning in private .prayer and medi- 
tation gave him a spirit and vigour 
for the business of the day, and Kept 
his temper active, patient and calm. 

It is said ^f Colonel Gardiner, that 
he had always his two hours 'with 
God in a morning. If his regiment 
were to march at four, he would be 
up at two. Alas I we have few offi- 
cers who think it tbeir duty or ho- 
nour to be found in prayer. 

For authors to imriorethe bless- 
In^^ of the Diving Being on ^eir 
writings, is connifered as a species 
of enthusiasm by many ; yet we find 



Dr. Johnson, who was never con- 
sidered as an enthusiast, making use 
of the following prayer on the occasion 
of his writing one of his most cel- 
ebrated publications :— " Alraijjhty 
God, the giver of all good ttun^ 
without whose help all labour is m- 
effectual, and witnout whose grace 
all wisdom is folly ; grant, I beseech 
thee, that in this undertaking thy 
Holy Spirit may not be withheld 
from me but that f may promote thy 
glory, and the salvation of myself and 
others : grant this, O Lord, for the 
sake of thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen." 

Dr. Doddridge used frequently to 
observe, that he never advanced well 
in human learning without prayer, 
and that he always made the most 
proficiency in his studies when he 
prayed with the greatest fervency. 

tt is related of Uorshead, professor 
of medicine, that he joined devotion 
with the knowledge and practice of 
physic. He carerally prayed to Grod 
to bless his prescription, and publish- 
ed a form of prayer upon tnis suV 
ject. 

"God" says Dr. Watts, "experts 
to be acknowledged in the common 
affairs of life, and he does as certain- 
ly expect it in the superior operations 
of the mind, and in the search of 
knowledge and truth." The very 
Greek Heathens, by the light of rea- 
son, were taught to say, E« Atos apx^ 
(uvOa, and the Latins, "A Jove 
Principium Musse." In works of 
learning he thought it neccessary to 
begin with God. Bishop Saunder- 
son says, that study without prayer 
is atheism, as well as that prayer 
without study is presum|>tion. Ajxd 
we are still more abundantly encoura- 
ged by the testimony of those who have 
Acknowledged, from their own ex- 

Eerience, that sincere prayer was Ho 
inderance to their studies : they 
have goiten more knowledge some- 
times uix>n their knees than by their 
labour in perusing a variety of au- 
thors ; and they have left this observa* 
tion for such as follow : Bene orasse 
est bene studuisse ; Praying is the best 
studying. 
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Though the foUowing iiu*tticeof 
the praying luce has often been read, 
and perhaps aa often told, yet, as 
there moy he some Into whose hands 
this work may &U who have never 
lead nor heard it, we shall here insert 
It Not long after the year 16G2, 
Mr. Ghrove^ a gentleman of great 
opulence, whose seat was near fiird- 
bosh, upon his wife's lying danger- 
ously ill, sent to his parish minister 
to pray with her. When the mes- 
sei^r came, he was just going out 
with the hounds, and sent word he 
would come when the hunt was over. 
At Mr. Ghrove's expressing much 
resentment against the minister, for 
choosing rather to follow lus diver- 
sions t£in attend his wife under the 
circumstances in which she then lay, 
one of the servants said, " Sir, our 
shepherd, if you will send for him, 
can pray very well ; we have often 
heard him at prayer in the field." 
Upon this he was immediately sent 
for : and Mr. Grrove asking him " whe- 
ther he ever did or could pray *?" the 
shepherd fixed his e^es upon him, 
ana, with peculiar seriousness in his 
countenance, replied, "God forbid, 
Sir, 1 should live one day without 
prayer." Hereupon he was desired 
to pray with the sick lady, which he 
did so pertinently to her case, with 
such fiuency and fervency of devotion, 
as greatly to astonish the husband 
and all present. When tiiey arose 
from their knees, the gentleman ad- 
dressed him to this eifect : " Your 
language and manner discover you U) 
be a very different person from what 
your present appearance indicates. I 
conjif^re you to inform who and what 
you are, and what were your views 
and situation in life before you came 
into my service." Whereupon he 
tpki him, " he was one of the minis- 
ters who had lately been ejected from 
the church, and that, ha>ing nothing 
of his own left, he was content for a 
livelihoodt to submit to the honest 
and peaceful employment of tending 
sheep." Upon hearing this, Mr. Grove 
said, " Then you shall be my shep- 
herd," and immediately elected a 



meetinff-hoose on his own estate^ia 
which Mr. Inoe preached, and gatb- 
eied a congregation of DisBentera.^ 

While it is our du^ personallj^to 
dedicate ouTMlves to God, our fimi- 
lies also should . not be neglected. 
But, aksl how much degenerated 
are we in this respect 1 "In. the 
dajrs of our fisLthers," says good Bish- 
op Burnet, "when a person came 
early to the door of his neighbour, 
and deedied to speak with the master 
of the house, it was as common a 
thing for the servants to tell him with 
freeJom, * My master js at pira3rer,'.a8 
it is now to say, ' My master is not 
up.' " 

The following instance may teach 
us that fimoily devotion may be attend- 
ed to even by those who are in digni- 
fied and pubuc situations. Sir Thom- 
as Abney kept up reffuhir prayer in 
his fiimily during all the thne he was 
Lord Mayor of London ; and in the 
evening of the day he entered on hia 
office, he, without anj notice, with- 
drew from the pubhc assembly at 
Guildhall, afler supper, went to his 
house there performed family wor- 
ship, and then returned to tlie com- 
pany. 

PRECOCITY OF GENIUS. 

While the constent labours and 
extensive researches of eminent men 
deserve our praise, the premature de- 
velopment of genius excites both our 
admiration and astonisbment To 
see juvenile years graced with all the 
beauties of science and leamfaig, 
strikes the mind as a singular pheno- 
menon. Whether all human souk 
be equal, so that their powers are 
only expanded, or restrained accord- 
ing to corporeal organization, or whe- 
ther they are different in their own 
nature, may, perhaps, be a matter of 
much controversy. It is evident, 
however, that what has cost many 
the labour of years, have been almost 
the first thoughts of others possessed 
of an early and fruitful genius. A 
few instances are here selected, 
which will, perhaps, afibrd some 
degree oi entertainment to the reader. 
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Braise PMcal, oiie of the sub- 
liaiest geniuns the world ever pro- 
diiMd, was borti at Clertiioiit in Au- 
tergne, in 1693. He ne^er had any 
lireoeptor but hid fiither. So great a 
turn had he for the mathematics) that 
he learned, or rather invented, geom- 
etry when but twelves years old ; for 
jiiB fother was unwilling to initiate 
liim in that science early, for fear of 
Its diverting him from the study of 
the languages. At sixteen he com- 
posed a curious mathematical piece. 
About nineteen he invented his ma- 
dune of arithmetic, which has been 
much adnuied by ths learned. He 
afterwards employed himself assidu- 
ously in making experiments ac- 
coimng to the new philosophy, and 



'oricelUus. At the 9se of twenty- 
four, his mind took a mfferent turn ; 
■for, all at once, he became as great a 
-devotee as any age has ever produced 
and gave himself up entirely to pray- 
er and mortification. 

Christian Henry Heinecken was 
bom at Lubec, Feb. 6, 1721, and died 
there June 27, 1725, after having dis- 
played the most amazing proofs o( in- 
tellectual powers. He could talk at 
ten months old, and scaicely had 
completed his first year of life, when 
he already knew and recited the prin- 
cipal acts contained in the five books 
ofMoseSj with a number of verses on 
tho creation ; at thirteen months, he 
knew the history of the Old Testa- 
ment, and the new at fourteen j in 
his tiiirteenth m<mth, the history of 
the nations of antiquity, geography, 
anatomy, the use of maps, and nearly 
eight thousand Latin woids. Before 
the end <^ his third year, he was well 
acquainted with the histoiy of Den- 
mark, and the genealc^ of the crovm- 
ed heads of Europe ; in his fourth 
year, he had learned tiie doctrines of 
divinity, with their ]iroo& from the 
Bible, ecclesiastical histoiy, the insti- 
tutes, 900 hymns vrith their tunes, 80 
psalms entire chapters of the Old 
«nd New Testaments, 1500 verses 
and sentences from andent Latin 
elaasks, almost the whole Orbis Pic- 



tus of Comenius, wfaenoe he had de« 
rived all his knowledge of the Latin 
language; arithmetic, the histoiy of 
the buropean empires and kingdoms ; 
could pomt out in the maps whatever 
plaoe be was asked for, or passed by 
m his joumies ; and recite aB U^ 
ancient and modem historical ane^ 
dotes relating to it. His stupendow 
memory caught and retained every 
word he vnis told ; his ever active 
imagination used, whatew he' saw 
or heard, instantiy to apply some exr 
amples or sentences ftmn the Bible, 
geography, profone or ecclesiastical 
histoiy, the Ortns Fictus, or from aur 
cient classics. At the Court of Den- 
mark, he delivered twelve speeches 
without once foultering ; and under- 



irly impraived upon those oi went public exanunation on a variety 



of sulgects, especially the history erf 
Denmark. He spoke Geman, La- 
tin, French, and Low Dutch, and 
was' exceedingly good-natured and 
well behaved, but of a most tender 
and delicate bodily constitution; ne- 
ver ate any solid food, but chiefly 
subsisted on nurses' milk, not being 
weaned till within a very few months 
of his death, at which time he was 
not quite four years old. There is a 
dissertation on this child, {published 
by M. Martini at Lubec, in 1730; 
where the author attempts to assign 
the natural causes for the. astonishing 
capacity of this great man in embryo, 
who was just 3iown to the wdrld, 
and snatehed away. 
John Lewis Candiac, a premature 

§enius, was bom .at Candiac, in the 
iocese of Nismes, in France, in 
1719. In the cradle he distinguished 
his letters; at thirteen months he 
knew them perfectiy ; at three years 
of age he read Latm, either prmted 
or in manuscript ; at four, he transla- 
ted from that tongue ; at six, he read 
Greek and Hebrew, was maimer of 
the principles of arithmeitc, history, 
geography, heraldry, and the science 
of medals, and had read the best au- 
thors on almost eveir branch of lite- 
rature. He died of a oomplicatiiMi 
of disorders at Paris, 1796. 
John Philip Baratiere was a most 
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«Mr«r Ike FUBiidi CkoKlial £kAiii»> 
Uck, — g N uwuitgi nhgro heiwM 
boniJAnnijrlO^lTaL TlisFmndi 
«M hii nMther toogae, with mme 
wimb of High Dutch ;tiid b^mMiu 
•f hii fkthers UHouibly talkivff La^ 
tin to Um, it beetme m fiuniliu le 
Inm -aa the iwt; so that, withanft 
hnowing the rales of mmaan, his 
it four yean of «^ talked Fnnch 
lo hie Biother, Lalm to his ftther, aad 
•High Dutch to the aaid and mof^- 
houriag children, without, mixing or 
mnfiMmdiiig thet remeetive hmguagea. 
^Abeut the imddie of hie fiA year, 
iie aoqnind Qfeek in like omuumk ; 
•o that in fifteen nwBthe hepedactly 
-nndeiitoQd all the Qieek. books in 
the OU and New Testament, whi6h 
he translated into Latin. When five 
years and eight months old, he en- 
tered upon Hebrew j aad in three 
years more, was so expert in the He- 
new text, that, from a Bible wkhout 
•jpointa, he couki give the sense of the 
uriginal in Latin or French, or trane- 
'late, extempore, the Latin or French 
versions into Hebrew. He oompo^ 
«ed a dictionary of nore and diffioilt 
Hebrew words; and, about his tenth 
year, amused himself for twelve 
months with the Rabbinical writers. 
With these he intermixed a known 
ledge of the ChatdaicT Syriac, a^d 
Arabic, and acc^uiied a taste for divi- 
nity and ecclesiasticai antiquity, by 
studying the Greek fathers of the 
' first four ages of the church. In the 
midst of these occupations, a ][>air of 
' globes coming into his possession, he 
ooukl, in eight or ten days, resolve all 
- the problems on them ; andinJanua- 
■ TVi 1735^ he devised his project for the 
msoovery of the longitude, which he 
• oommunicated to the Royal Society 
of London, and the Royal Academy 
^f Sciences St Berlin. In June, l'73l, 
he was matriculated m the Univerd- 



OlMnehes of th»cifdle of Fnaeowa, 
wh«, astonishad at^his woBdsrfol w 
Isnls, adhMtted hiB to assist in tbe 
AsBhsrwriniw of the Synod; and to 
pmnrve the wmaatj of m singular 
an event, it was f9pil«Ded:in their 
•ols. la 1734) m^ Maigmve of 
Biandenbrnvh Aoapaeh giuited this 
yvaag schofaur apsosionof fiifyfio* 
lins; andlusiatbcr receiving a-call 
to the French Chureh at Stettin, in 
Ponennia, yeone Bamtiere wws, on 
the joamey, awnittcd' Master of 
Alts. At Berlin, he was ho^ouiad 
with asvetal • coniifwariaas with the 
King of Pmsaia, and was leoeived 
into the Roni Aoadem^'. Towards 
the dose of his life, he acquired a con- 
■derable taste focnieda)s,inscri{^tioBf(, 
and antiqiiitiea; metaphynoal inqiiir 
lies, and experimental philosophy.—- 
He wrote ssvenl essays and disser- 
tations ; :mide astvonemical remarks 
and laborious cakuktions ; took ffreat 
pams towards a histoiy of the here- 
sies of the anti-trinituians, and of 
the thirty years' war in Germany : 
his last .publication, which appeared 
in 1740, was on the succession of the 
Bishops of Rome. The final work 
he eqgaged in, and ion whii^ he ^- 
thereu large materials, was inquiries 
concerning the £gyptuin Antiquities. 
But the substance of this biasing bm- 
teor was now ahnost exhausted ; he 
was always weak and sickly, and died 
October the 5th, 1740, aged nineteen 
years, eight months and sixteen days. 

So true is it that " premature ge- 
nius too rarely enjoys a long career. 
The acoeleratbn of nature in the 
mental powers seems to hurry the 
progress of the animal economy, and 
to anticipate the regular close of tem- 
poral existence." Baratiere published 
eleven difierent pieces, and left 36 
manuscripts on various subjects, the 
contents of whkh m^ be seen in Us 
life, written by M. Formey, :f^&e- 
sor of Philosophy. at Berlin. 

John Smeaton, bomnear Leeds, in 
1724, was an eminent civil eoginMr. 



1732, hewaspiesented by his&ther 
nt'the vummtt of the Reformed 



ty of Akorf; and at the close of The stren^ of his understanding, 



and the originality of his genius, ap- 
peared at:e8r^ age:.hiSiplaythiDgs 
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wnmok thtplMi^ of)chUaiM^ 
hi the teok whuh- hmb eupkij^ 
mAhe appwnd ta have gnater ea» 
IvIaiiiiiMiit in aniniip tlto iDfliiiii'iUMF 
iBigfafaourlioad wDrkf.uid in aikin^ 
llHBt: qi]0ati6n% than) in any thtnf 
Qua dajT'be; waa aeen (to the 
ftof.his frionds) on the top- of 
fetha'aiMinii.fixinff ; upsometmng 

&ke a unndmill ; another time he at^- 
tmded flome mem fixing a pumiiai 
a'JMighbeiuing liUage, asil^obeerning 
tfaanr eut off a iiieoe of aboied pipe^ 
bawaaaolndLy Mitopieeuffeit, and 
hetactaally made vfikhi it. a working; 
|MiBp< that naeed- water. ThiB hap- 
pened white he was in petticoats, and 

lihely befione he attained, hi* 

year 




PBBikCIUKQ. 

" The biatoi^ of the pidpit^" says 
•ne, 'tiacurious and entertaining. It 
baa apolBen all huufoagesj and in all 
aorti of' style, ft lua partalcen of aJU 
tbe customs of the schobls^ the thaa- 
ties, and Uieoonrts of dl the coun- 
tries whene it has been erected It 
has been a seat of wisdom, and a sink 
oi nonsense, it has been fiUed by 
the best and tlie wont of>meni It has 
pfoved in some hands a trumpet of 
tMditton, and in< others a source of 
^eaice and omwalatinn ;. but on a &ir 
Salanee, coUeoted from authentic his- 
tory, there would appear no propor- 
tion between tius l^nefits and the 
inischlefii vHiioh. mankind have deri- 
"ved: ftonvitf so. much do the advan- 
tages of it piepondeiaba t In a woid} 
dwmgelieai preadnng has- been, and 
yet continues to be, reputed fooliah- 
liesB ; but it is seal wisdom, a wisdom 
«iid a power by which it- pleasath 
Gt)d to save the souls of men." 

The judioioua Bishop Burnet ppa* 
jpnibed a way to stop ma progress of 
^e puritan ministera) wnen com- 
"Ij^ned against by saaie of the clergy 
iat bredane into and pmelung into 
their paffocSiai cfaaasea. "Out-live, 
eot-labouf, ooli'preacnihBm," said his 
Jb^oidflhiDi 

St. Maatuii having to preach be- 
|bz« tba X^oi4 Maynr, the Court of 



AUeimaBt ftob aft 8t PMl'a, ter 
Doctor diose a aakjeel i» wiatli ]» 
had anoppartnnilytrf dii|Ma^kKb 
indgmant and Vniirni^ Se wm 
heard vrith adniralion and mdaxm^ 
by themorerinleUiMit paiioftka Mr 
dience. Bui as- na waa retoriui^ 
ijomidinner with the Lord Mayor ilk 
the evemnc, a poor man mmam 
htm, puUea him by the aleew of hi* 
gown, and asked mm, if he weietha 
gBntleman thai preached befofo tfaa 
Loid Mayor 1 He lepKed, "H» 
was."—" Sir," says he, "I came with 
hopea^ of fletting soma eood for mm 
soul, but fwaa grtatly disappointeJ^ 
for I could not underrtand a> great 
deal of what you said : you wera 
quite above me » " Friend) if I did nei 
give yon a sermosE, yonhave given me 
one; and by the graee of God| I vriU 
never pli^ the fool to preadi befom 
ray Lord Mayor in such a manner 
ai^in." . 

There is nothing like nmplicity i^ 
pae^aching. The Rev. Mr. fierridse, 
although kmg accustomed to tne 
sohod^ waa remarkably oaiefiil to 
preach with great plainness of speech^ 
so much so, that, if possible, theie- 
raight not be uttored a word but the 
nwaneet of his hearers might under»^ 
stand. On an occasion when the 
Rev. Mr. Romaine had been preach- 
ing at lus church, after the servioe, the- 
g(Md vicar said, " Brother Romaine^ 
your sermon was good, but my peo*> 
pie cannot understand vour laor 
guage." Mr. Romaine, whose styW 
was remarkably ample, could not re- 
ofdlect any expression in his sermon 
tiiat coula be above th^ comprehenr 
sion, and therefore requested him to- 
mention it. Mr. Berridge said, " Yon. 
have endeavoured to prove that God 
is Ommacient and Omnipotent s but 
if you had said that God was almighty 
and knew every thing, they wouMt 
have understood you." Let young dir- 
vines^ emeciafl^r those who are caJledl 
to preach to plain and simple eongva- 
gallons^ remember this. 

There is too much affectaiioD senie-> 



tSmea discovered even in eiving out 
the text. The Uto Mr. Mitoer^ dT 
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Hull, ufled to tell of a divine whom 
be once heard, vrho, instead of an- 
noandnff his text in tlie lunial way, 
b^gan with obeemng to his hearers, 
that "A very interestinir caution 
which he meant to make toe eiound- 
work of the ohsenrations which he 
should then bring forvnird to them, 
was to be found on sacred record in 
the 13th i^erse of the 10th chapter of 
Che apostle Paui*s former letter to the 
eburch of Christ in the populous and 
polite city of Corinth." 

Perhaps those sermons have the 
best effect which make our hearers 
out of love with themselves. When 
Father Massilon had preached his 
first advent at Versailles, Lewis XIV. 
said these remarkable words to him : 
*' Father, I have heard many fine 
oratore in my chapel, and have been 
much pleased with them; but as for 

fou, always when I have heard you 
have been very much displetuBed 
with mjTself." 

Those who believe themselves call- 
ed to the sacred work of the ministry, 
whether primates or curates, ought to 
be diligent in their work, and espe- 
cmlly in preachin&r the gospel A no- 
ted filar in Ituy, famous for his 
learning and preaching, was com- 
manded to preach before the Pope at 
a year of Jubilee ; and, to be the bet- 
ter fumishedjhe repaired a good while 
before to Rome, to see the feshion of 
the conclave, to accommodate his ser- 
mon the better. When the day came 
he was to preach, having ended his 
praver, he, looking a lone time about, 
at last cried with a loud voice three 
times, " St. Peter was a fool ! St. Pe- 
ter was a fool ) St. Peter was a fool !" 
Which words ended, he came out of 
the pulpit. Being after convented 
before toe Pope, and asked why he 
80 carried bunself; he answered, 
•* Surely, Holy Father, if a priest may 
go to heaven abounding m wealth, 
lonoar, and preferment, and live at 
ease, never or sehkm to preach, then 
surely St. Peter was a fool, who took 
such a hard way in travellinff, in 
ftsling, in preaching, to go thiuer." 

It'is related of Dr. Guue, that he | 



lost his eyesight whilst he was iiv 
prayer befiirB sermon. liavii^ finish- 
ed prayer, he was consequent^ forced 
to preach vrithout notes. As he wag 
led out of the meeting after service 
was over, he could not help lament- 
ing his sudden and total blindness. A 
good old gentlewoman, who heard 
him deplore his loss, answered him, 
"Grod be praised thai your sight is 
gone : I never heard you preach so 
powerful a sermon in niy Ine. Now 
we shall have no move notes : I wish, 
for my own part, that the Lord had 
taken away your eyesight twenty 
years ago, for your ministry would 
have heea more useful by twenty 
degrees." Whatever may be said m 
fovour of notes, the old gentlewoman,, 
however, formed a strone argument 
against them from her feelings. 

As collections are sometimes neces" 
sary to be made for charitable pur- 
poses and the support of the gospel, it 
devolves upon mmisters more particu- 
larly to say something to excite the 
^nerosity of the auditory. Dr. Gill^ 
It is said, preaching a charity sermon 
some years since, concluded thus: 
" Here are at present, I doubt no^ 
persons of diviaed sentiments, some 
believing in free-will, and some in 
free-grace. Those of you who are 
free-willers, and merit-mongers, will 
ffive to this collection of course, for 
Uie sake of what you suppose you 
will get by it Those of you, on the 
other hand, who expect salvation by 
grace alone, will contribute to thepre* 
sent charity out of love and gratitude 
to God. So, between free-will and 
free-grace, I hope we shall have a 
good collection." Though there be 
nothing, perhaps, reprehensible in the 
above, yet it were to be wished that 
some who undertake to pleiad the/ 
cause of charity and the gospel would 
do it with less effirontery, and not in- 
sult the understandings and feelings 
of the people, as is too much the case. 
'* I never preached a sermon," says 
the excellent Mr. Shepherd, " whieh 
did not cost me j^ayers and strong 
cries vrith tears in. the composing w 
it. I never preached the sermon of • 
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which I had not first got good to my 
kadi. I never Went up to the pulpit, 
but sus if going up to ffye account to 
God of my conduct' ' 



VISTAKES Air0 smoiTLARIl'Ifefl 
Of I^EACASRS. 

A CERTAIN preacher Baving lost hia 
fi>itune in the South Sea Scheme, 
1719, and having occasion to mention 
(he delivemnce of the Israelites froin 
Egypt, told his audience that Pharaoh 
and his host were all drown^ in the 
South Sea. The less a minister in- 
terferes with the cares of this world, 
the better ; the better both as to his 
personal hapj^boesa asid public minisi- 
tratipns. 

Many years ag(H a Mr. Tavcmour, 
of Water Eaton, in Oxfordshire, high 
sheriffof the county, came, it is said, 
in pure charity, not out of ostentation, 
and gave the schdars a sermon in St;. 
Mary's Church, with his gold chain 
about his neck, and hip swoid by his 
side, and accosted them thus : ** Arri- 
nog at the mount of St. Mary's, in 
the stony stage where I now stand, 
I have brought you some fine biscuits, 
baken in we oven of charity, and 
carefully conserved for the cmckens 
of the church, the sparrows of the spi- 
rit, and the sweet swaUowa of salva- 
tion." — What an assemblage of kna- 
ges! 

Dr. Sacheverell, in one of hia 
inpeeches or sermons,, made use of the 
Allowing simile : " They concur like 
parallel fines, meeting in one common 
oentre." The Doctor,one would think, 
must have been a sorry mathona- 
tician. 

A Mr. Swinton, chaplain of the 
goal at Oxford,, and also a frequent 
preacher 'before the Universities, was 
a learned man, but often thoughtlesat 
and absent He once preached the- 
condemnation serman on repentance 
befisra the ooniictaonthc preceding 
day of thdr execution. In the close 
he told' his a u di e nc e , that he should 
eive them die remainder H what he 
Sad to say on the subject the next: 
I«9d' sDay. A Doctor of IHsinity,, 



and a plain matter of fret m^n, bf 
way <tt offering an apology for Mr^ 
S-- — >, gravely remaned, ''that li»- 

had proMbly preached the sermon bor 
fore the UnivenityJ* ''Yes, Sir,*^ 
said Dr. Johnson, "but the Univer- 
sity we^ not to be hanged the next 
morning.'' 

An emmeat man, who had been 
weH bred, told hia eongregatioii at 
Whitehall, *' that if&y did not 
voudisafe to give their lives a new 
turn, the^ must certainhr go to a. 
place which he did not thimk fit !»• 
name in that courtly audience." Thi» 
was minong the matter with a wiu 
ness! 

A Mr. Peters, in pieadiing-on Fk. 
cvii. 7. t«ld his audience that Ghid'* 
right way was a great way ahoiit. 
He then made a orcmnflex on th* 
CQshiim, and said, that the Israeiileft 
were led ^^crinldedom emn enn^ 
kledom." 

SipnZ thejsoet, and BumeC, w«» 
old rivds. On some public oo 

they both preached before the 

of Commons. There prevailed, at 
that time, an indecent custom. Whctt 
the preacher touched any &voiirit» 
topic in a manner that del^hted U» 
auditory, their approbation waa ex-^ 
pressed by a loud nmn, continued m 
proportion to their zeal or pleasoML 
When Burnet preached, part of h£k 
congregation hummed so loud and 06 
long, that he sat down to enjoy it, anSt 
rubbed his &oe vrith hishandkercfaieiL 
When Sprat preached, he lftewii» 
was honoured with the like anilnil^ 
ting hum ; but he stretched out hi»; 
hand to the oongiegi^on, and cfie^ 
** Peace, peace ; 1 pray jm, peafce.* 

This humming practice bringitxk 
mind the custom prevalent is ths^ 
fourth century. Tne preachef Hhai 
proDMted, yea sometimes exhorted; 
thcdr hearera, as at staga plays, t&%t^ 
tify their applause l^ dioutiBrar 
elapping their hands; Snch prartieaA 
must have been Terv iBd0oa«N% oiA 
ill-suited bolb to th» pbee,. pcnmui 
and subjects*. Happy for 1% mA 
! customs have sunk into obiivibn^ 

Th« liat oC anecdotes, undet Ifioi 
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article, might have been greatly en- 

brged ; but it would, perhaps, be loss 

of time to enumerate every thing 

which ignorance and mistake have 

been the parents of. 
I 

ANECDOTES OF THOSE WHO 

READ THEIR SERMONS. 

" It requires," sajrs one, "a degree 
of courtesy to caHl this preadiing, and 
seems to need no sifts but teeth and 
tongue, and heroly these, as many 
persons perform it." Bishop Wif- 
kins observes, that ** It will not be 
convenient for one that is a constant 
preacher to pen all his discourses, or 
to tie himself to phrases : when we 
lutve the matter and notion well di- 
feeted, the ezpressbns of it will easily 
follow." " By a slavish confinement 
to paper, and disuse of memory," sa>ra 
another, ^ a minister quite uiKiuali- 
fies himself to meacb on any accident^ 
al occasion. He would do it if he 
had hin notes ; but neither the time, 
the nature of the occasion, nor even 
decency, will permit him to have 
them ; and,therefore, loses that oppor- 
tunity of servinff the Lord. Yea, 
what if any disoxder should affect his 
eyes in youth or old agel Will he 
preach Chrut without his eyes, or, 
at least, without a pair of glasses 1 
No 'y he will no longer draw a sickle 
in the harvJest, though the Lord of 
the harvest should not deprive him of 
life, reason, tongue, or strength of 
body, but quit the field like a lazy 
coward, before he is called from it. 
Yea, &rther^he ii^ on his ordinary 
occasions, equally hable to be useless. 
What i^by some unforeseen accident, 
he happened to drop his notes be- 
tween nisr chamber and his church ; 
«r, by forffetfolness, leave them be- 
hind himf The misfortune would 
not only render him no minister for 
that week, but the very notion of his 
disappointment^ occasioned by a cul- 
pable practice, would provoke the 
giiefofsome, and the mirth of o^rs." 

■ The author of this w«k,. however, 
Viust beg leave to remark, that though 



mons, yet he is no advocate fot tuu- 
^tutted ones; and upon particular 
occasions, some may find it conveni- 
ent to read their discourses. 

Mr. Heard having heard Dr. 
M— - preach, the Doctor afterwards 
a^DBd him, how he liked his sermon 1 
« Like it !" said Mr. H. "Why, Sir, 
I have liked it and admired it these 
twenty years." The Doctor stared. 
" Upon that shel^" added Mr. H. 
"you will find it verbatim. Mr.. 
Boehm was an excellent preacher V 
Mr. I^ was a bookseller; and book- 
sellers are sometimes dangerous hear- 
ers, when a preacher deam in borrow- 
ed sermons. 

Three several tjlergymen, on three 
successive Sundays, Slivered the ve- 
ry same discourse, on " Fall not out 
by the way," in the same church, and 
to the same congregation, not. for 
Sromone of our Universities. 

A late minister of read a 

discourse in his church, intended to 
excite his congregation to gratitude 
for an interval of fine weather, whilst, 
at the very interval of reading it, the 
rain descended in torrents £om the 
bursting clouds, with a violence suffi- 
cient to show the folly (^ being tied, 
tonot^^ 

They who read sermons composed* 
by others, are very often led into mis- 
takes. A German divine says, "One 
of these setailers of small ware, ha- 
ving picked up an homily comnoseds 
some years before, when the pWue 
was raging in the country, preached* 
it to his congregation on the LordV 
Day. Towiurds the close, having- 
sharply reproved vice, he added, '/or 
these vices it is that God has visited 
you and your families with that cru^ 
el scourge the pUxgue^ which is now 
spreading every where in thfs town.*^ 
At uttering these words, the people 
were all so thunderstruck, that the- 
chief magiistmte was obliged to go- 
to the pulpit, and to ask him, ' For 
Ood^ssakej SWypardan the iMerrup- 
tUm^ and injform me where the- 



plague isj that I may instantly en-- 

deavowrtopreveni its farther spread- 

\» thuT i^eakft against loading s^^. \j,ngP <" The plague^^ Sir St re^Uef^ 
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the preacher : '/ know rushing about 
the plague. Whether it ia in the 
town or notf it is in my homily.* " 

A minister, not &r from London, 
one day went to his {rface of worship, 
and happened, by n^iect, to leave 
his notes on hu closet table. A ser- 
vant, who did not affect his master's 
reading method, fumbled them 
among some rubbish in the comer of 
the room, and went his way. The 
minister, missing his sermon, whis- 
pered the pew-opener to fetch it while 
he was praying : the man went, and 
searched for a mil hour, but could not 
find it. The minister prayed all the 
timcj with the avocation of some 
longing glances at the door fer the 
pew-opener: when he prayed hun- 
self out of breath, and the people out 
of patience^ he sat down wearied. — 
At length the man appeared, but no 
sermon : after some minutes' painful 
reflection, he rose up^ and plainly 
told the congregation that the sermcm 
was lost, and, therefore^ thej were to 
have none that day ; but withal pro- 
mised, 11 the sermon should be found, 
that he would cause it to be printed 
for their instruction, and never preach 
by notes again. 

The following is not a bad portrait 
of one who entirely confines nimself 
to his notes. " He lays open his per- 
formance at large in the face of the 
whole assembly, like a boy at school ^ 
he reads and blunders, and blunders 
and reads ; he stands in the pulpit 
like a speaking statue, without life 
and motion ; his eyes are fixed down 
to the space of a kw square inches, 
as if he stared at a ghost ; he hangs 
his head over his scroll, as if he were 
receiving sentence of death. If the 
poor drudge could look around him, 
ne Would see the half of his audience 
dozing over his dull repetition ; not a 
soul affected, unless^ perhaps, an old 
beggar ^ves a groan nom a dark cor- 
ner when he l^rs the sound.. An 
honest countryman, happenkig to 
hear one of mese paper geniuses 

rch, was asked by his wife, when 
went home, how he liked the 
pceacher. "Alasl" oud he^ <'hel 



was as poor a preacher as ever I saw^ 
woman: he was just like a crow 

Sicking the com ; nir he always put 
own his head for a jnck, and then 
looked ab«ut to see if any perscm wi» 
coming near him." 

Mr. Betterton being one day at 
dinner at his Grace's the Aichbishop 
of Canterbury, his Grace expressed 
his astonishment that the representa- 
tion of febles in their pieces should 
make more impression upon the 
mind,, than that of truth in the ser- 
mons of the clergy : upon which Mr. 
Betterton, desiring leave to explain 
the reason of it, and obtaining it, on 
condition of preserving the respect 
due to religion, said, " May it please 
^our Grace, it is because the clergy^ 
in reading their sermons, pronounce 
them as if they were reading fiibles ; 
and we, in acting our parts,, and using 
them in a proper gesture, represent 
them like matters of &ct." There 
i& undoubtedly, a considerable degree 
of weight in Mr. Betterton's-observa- 
tion: the want of life, earnestness^ 
and energy, in the clergy, prevents 
their being attended to in the manner 
which could be wished, and greatly 
lessens the effect of the discourses.. 



ACTION OF PREACHERS. 
Among many things which strength- 
en the prejudices of men against re- 
ligbn, is the awkward, irreverent,, 
and slovenly manner of some (other- 
wise exceUent and celebrated) minis- 
ters in the pulpit. While a man 
should certainly be on his guard, lest 
by an over-attention to his gesture, he 
convert the pulpit intp a stage, mere- 
ly to show how well he can perform,, 
so he ought to be very cautious that 
he be not so indifferent and trifling as- 
to excite the indignation of the au«^ 
ditory. If there be a place in creation 
where propriety of speech, solemnity 
of manner, and decency of action,, be 
exhibited, surely the pulpit is the 
place. It is said of Dr; Doddridge^ 
that in one of his diaideS' thtfe waiB 
found an account of an adtnonition he 
had received from a friend; eonoenUng 
an improper gestuxe in. his ffoblic; 
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pmyen, whieh seemed to denote a 
dne want of rerereiice to God. Upon 
which he writes, " I would enffiave 
tMs admonition upon my iieart. A 
woid to the wise is enough. *^ 

I once knew (says doe) a pious and 
aensiblo yoong man, who, thfongh a 
bod habii; whidi he had unfortunate- 
It acqubed, made so many anHes^ as 
tne people termed them, m tlie pu]!- 
|Mt, as to pfejudice and gtieve many. 
A very serious and sensible person, 
who constantly heard him, really 
thought he was afflicted with that 
species of paralysis termed St. Vi- 
ttts's dance ; ana hearing some blame 
htm, seriously entered on his defence, 
on the ground of its b^g a visitation 
of God 

MIMIOKINO PH£ACBER9. 

I KNBw a young man of respecta- 
ble talents, (says a good author,.) who 
absolutely unfitted liimself for public 
speaking by mimicking others. He 
was educated for the ministiTr and 
was in every respect well qualified for 
the office ; but having, without suspi- 
cion, frequently amused himself and 
others by imitatii^ the ton^s and ges- 
tures of the most eminent preachers 
of the city where he lived, when he 
began to jpreach himself he could not 
avoid &Umg into one or the other of 
those tones and manners which he 
had so often mimicked. This, as 
soon as it was perceived, threw the 
audience into a burst of laughter, 
and he was soon obliged to qmt the 
profession altogether, for no other 
reason than henad thus spoiled him- 
Mlf br the talent of imitation. I 
may add, says this writer, in forther 
support of this remark, that I have 
known no instance of one eminent 
for mimicking who did not, in time,, 
make himself contemptible. 

FAITfiFBLNESfik — FAVTBTClL 
PRSACaEBS. 

fe beeoaes all who are called to 
™ snored office of the nrinistfy to be 
raithftilinthe discharge of the work 
fianuQittedtotlMaL. ItoiistlieEean; 



thing in this abhorrent from decency^ 
and respect : on the contrary, £uth> 
•fulness to a people is the highest 
mark of concern for them. 

The Bishop of Dtirham once re- 
quiring the famous Mr. Gilpin, upon 
his canonical obedience, to preacn a 
visitation sermon, he found himself 
obliged to comply, though without 
any previous nonce, and after the 
cle^ were assembled. This prelate 
was a well-meamng but weak man, 
and wholly in the hand^ of his Chan- 
cellor. Mr. Gilpin thought this no 
unfkvouiablb opportunity to open his 
Lordship's eyes, and induce liim to 
eiert himself where there Was so 
great a reason foj* it ; for private in- 
formation had often been given him 
vrithout success. Mr. C^Ipin w&i^ 
now resolved, therefore, to venturd 
upon a public application.^^ In this: 
spirit, before he concluded his sermon,, 
turning towards the Bishop^he ad- 
dressed lum thus— "My discourse 
now. Reverend Father, must be di- 
rected to you. God hath exalted you. 
to be Bishop of this diocese, and re- 
quiretb an account of your govern- 
ment thereof. A reforQCiation of all 
those matters which are amiss mih^ 
church is expected at your hands.--— 
And, now, lest perhaps, while it is 
apparent that so many enormities are 
committed every where, your Lord- 
ship should make answer, that you 
had no notice of them given you, and' 
that these things never came to your 
knowledge, [for this, it seems, was the 
Bishop's common apolc^ to all com- 
plaints,] behold, I bring these things 
to your knowledge this day. Say not^ 
then, that these crimes have beeil 
committed by the fault of othen^, 
without your knowledge; for, what- 
ever either yourself should do in per-^ 
son, or suffer by your connivance to» 
be done of others, is wholly your own. 
Therefore, in the presence of God,, 
his angels, and men^ I pronounce ^oU' 
to be the author of aU these evils;, 
yea, and in that strict diiy of getierit 
account I will be a witness to testify 
against ydu, that all these things-' 
luivu come ta^our knowlfidg0 by m^ 
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j and all these men shall bear 
iHUiess thereof who hare heard me 
sneak unto you this day." This free- 
dom alarmed every one : the Bbhop, 
Aey said, had now got that advantage 
over him that had been long souffht 
Ibr. But when Mr. Gilpin, berore 
he went home, went to pay his com- 
pliments to his Lordship, "Sir," 
said the Bishop, " I purpose to wait 
upon you home myself." This he 
accordingly did ; and as soon as Mr. 
Oilpin had carried him into a parlour, 
the Bishop turned suddenly round, 
and seizins him eagerly hy the hand, 
"Father Gilpin," says he, "I ac- 
knowledge you are fitter to be Bishop 
Of Durham than I am to be parson 
of this church of your's. I ask for- 
giveness of past injuries. Forgive 
m^ &ther: I know you have ene 
mies; but, while I hve Bishop of 
Durham, be secure; none of them 
shall cause you any fiirther trouble." 
Thus, " he that rebuketh a man, af- 
terwards shall find more &vour than 
he that flattereth with his tongue." 

Lewis XII. of France^ made war 
with the Protestants on the score of 
xel^on, and, at the head of his army, 
besieged the city of St Jean D* An- 
gel^, which, after a considerable siege, 
capitulated upon v^ advantageous 
terms. While the lung remained in 
tiiis town, after the capitulation, Mr. 
Welch, the protestant minister, con- 
tinued to preach as usual; but the 
King hearing of it, was much offend- 
ed, and one&y sent the Duke D'Es- 
pemon to order him out of the pul- 
mt, and to bring him before him. — 
The Duke went with his guard; and, 
as soon as he entered the church 
where Mr. Wekh was preaching, 
Mr. Welch desired the people to 
make waj, and to set a seat, that the 
Duke nught hear the word of the 
Lord. Tne Duke^ instead of inter- 
rupting him, sat down, and heard 
him with ^t* attention, till he had 
finished his dnoourse, and then told 
him he most go with hun to the King : 
which Mr. Wefeh leadily did.— 
When the Duke came to the King, 
the King aafced him^ " Why he 



brought not the minisKer, and why 
he <Sd not interrupt faimT' The 
Duke answered, "never man spake 
like this man; but that he had brought 
him with hun." Whereupon, Mr. 
Welch was called into the King'^ 

{>resence, and upon his admission sU 
ently prayed to God for wisdcwn and 
assistance. The King asked him, 
" How he durst preach where he wa% 
since it was against the law of France 
for any man to preach within the 
verge of his court?" Mr. Welch 
answered, . " Sir, if you did right, you. 
would come and hear me preach, and 
make all France hear me likewise : 
for (said he) I preach not as those* 
men whom you near: my preaching' 
differs fmm theirs in these two pomts :- 
first I preach that you must be saved- 
by the merits and death of Jesus 
Christ, and not by any merits of 
works of your own. Next, I preach,, 
that, as you are Kin|[ of France, you 
are under the authonty and command' 
of no man on earth. Those men 
(addad he] whom you hear, subject 
you to the Pope of Rome ; which I 
Tvzll never do." The King replied no 
more, but " Et Men voua etiez men 
rninistre: Well^ weU; you shall be 
my minister.*^ Accorduigly, he was 
favourably dismissed, ana tne King- 
left the town in peace. 

Knox, the Scotch reformer, said,, 
"there was nothing in the pleasant; 
face of a lady to affray him ; assured 
the aueen of Scots, that, if there 
were any spark of the Spirit of God, 
yea, of honesty, or vrisdom in her,, 
she would not be offended with hi» 
affirming in his sermons, that the di- 
versions of her court were diabolic^ 
crimes, evidences of impiety or insa- 
nity." 

Dr. Hu^h Latimer, one of the pri- 
ipitive reformers, was raised to the 
Bishopric of Worcester in the reign 
of Henry VIII. It was the custom 
of those times for each of the Bish- 
ops to make presents to the King on 
new-year's day. Bishop Latimer 
went with the rest of his brethren ta 
make the usual ofiering ; but,instead- 
of a pone of gold, he presented th» 
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Kktf with a New Tcgtamenl, in 
iriiMi WM a iMf doabled down to 
tUi iMMMd " WhoranMiifen and 
ttlttltefen God will fudge." 

Dr. EdiiMUHl CakiBj was never 
known to be intiaikiated when he 
thougfal hie duty waioonoeraed. He 
dueatoeoMUfe the condoct of Cromr 
well to his &oe. His grandson in- 
Ipnns us, that hehad Goienil Monck 
in his auditor in his own church, 
Mon after the Restoration ; and that, 
havinx occasion to speak in his ser- 
mon <H filthy lucre, he said : " Some 
man will betray three kingdoms for 
filthy lucre's sake," and immediately 
threw his faandkerdiief, whieh he 
usually waved up and down while he 
was preaching, towards the Gkneral's 
pew. 

Baxter, it is said, discovered the 
same intrepidity when he reproved 
CiDmwell, and expostukted with 
Charles IL, as when he preached to 
a congrq^on of mechanics. 

The late Mr. Whitefield, in « ser*- 
moB he preached at Haworth,(for Mr. 
Grimshaw,) having spoken severely 
of those pn>£9SBorB of the gospel, wh^, 
hj their loose and evil conduct, cau- 
sed the ways of truth to be evil spo- 
ken o^ intunated his hope that it was 
not necessary to enlarge much upon 
that topic to the congre^tbn before 
him, wno had so long enjoyed the be- 
nefit of an able and oithful preacher, 
and he was willing to beheve that 
their profiting appeared to all men. — 
This roused Mr. Grirashaw's spirit 
and notwithstanding the great regard 
he had for the preacher, He stood up 
and interrupted him^ saying, with a 
loud voice, "O, Sir! for God's sake 
do not speak so; I pray you, do not 
flatter them : I fear the greater part 
of them are going to hell with their 
eyes open." 

Bifhop Bnmet is said to have 're- 
monstrated with King Charies II. in 
the folbvnng manner:^" The only 
mean of extriealing yoarself fmm 
tiifl troubles- which surround' you ia 
to remove the. cscmd at eddyanv 
guilty creatures thatibitter «Mat yomr 
court; for nothing bath mf mack) 



tended tt> alienate the afibctionfS o| 
your sabjeotsft sfler the great leyall^ 
and deliverances you have experi^BH: 
oed, as the scandalous repoffts of yoqr 
life and con yp r sttti on, which, if yon 
persist in^ Diviiie vengeanee will pur- 
sue you m this life, and render yoa 
for ever miserable in that which ii to 
come." An address o( a similar kind, 
to the same monareh, is to be found 
in Uie dedication of Barday's Apo^ 
logy for the duakers. 

It is said of Mi. Whiston that he 
vras remarkable for speaking the 
plainest truths on every oeoasio% and 
to persons of every deffree. During 
the year 1725, wfaenlu^ with Dr. 
Clarke^ Dr. Berkeley, and others, had 
the honour to attend dueen Caroline 
on a certain day of ever^r week, to 
talk of the , progrees of scieiioe, her 
Majesty one evening took occaaon 
to pay him a just compliment on his 
truth and integrity, requesting that 
he would, with his usual plainnessi 
point out to her an;^ feuH that he- 
might have observed in her conduct. 
At first he begged to be excused, add- 
ing, tliat few persons could bear to- 
have their &ults plainly tdld to them, 
and least of all royal penonages^ who, 
from their ele^ration^ are necessarily 
surrounded by flatterers^ to whoso 
lips truth is a stranger. Her Majes*- 
ty replied, that he was to conatder her 
not as a queen, but as a philosopher; 
and that philoBophy is of vety. little 
use, if it cannot enable its pred^ssora 
to bear, without offence, truths neces- 
sary to their own improvements — 
Upon? this he told' her, that the great- 
est fault which he had* obserwd iii 
her conduct was her indecent beha- 
viour in the house of God, which he 
assured her had made very unfevout* 
able impressions on ^e minds of ma* 
ny. persons, who, coming to town from 
distbnt parts of the countr^r, had 
gone to chapel to obtain a s^^t of 
her Majesty, the King, and ttteroyali 
femily^ TIbd Qaieen; made ^no repra i; 
but^ m aboutr aba weeka aAegrwara%. 
renewed hinntequast^tliat Mc Whitob 
tcBiwould:pohi^.eut thbimosti ghodng 
iid^iopilbtfes xni her emdw^ T«f 
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iSd^ be answeied, that he had laid 
tjown a maxim from which he could 
not deviate; — ^never to point out to 
any person more than one &ult at a 
time, and never to give a second le- 
.proof tin he had ob^rvej some good 
consequence to have arisen from the 
first. Much to the Ctueen's honour, 
tSie was pleased with this plain deal- 
ing, and continued to think favoura- 
bly of Mr. Whiston. 



ENCOURAQEMENT TO PREACHERS. 
He who is de^us of doing good, 
and, for that end, preaches explains, 
and enforces the truth, will Kel no 
small degree of uneasiness, if he do 
not -find his labours attended with 
some degree of success. It b not 
mxffident that he pra3r8, studies, and 
labours, but his benevolent mind will 
'be anxious to hear of some good ef- 
iect. Let none, however, encaged in 
this aacred work, despair. Woo can 
tell what the net contains while it is 
under water 1 Who can know the 
extent of his usefulness while in the 
present state? Let not any suppose 
ne is useless, because he himself has 
not evidence of it It is not always 
proper for ministers to know how tax 
mey have been successful. What 
God sees necessary for encourage- 
ment, we may expect ; but for more 
than this, we must wait with , pa- 
tience until that day when the whole 
will be disclosed. In the mean time, 
ignorance of the event of our exer- 
tions, must not produce indifference 
<and laxity in them. The two fol- 
lowing anecdotes may afford encou- 
ragement to ministers : 

A minister of the gospel was, about 
thirty years ago, called to the impor- 
tant work of preaching to his feliow- 
anners the unsearchable riches of 
Christi but being extremely diffident 
of hh abilities, and having preach^ 
for several years seemingly to little 
purpose, he came to a resolution to 
preach no more. Happening to be 
much straitened in his sermon, on a 
Lord's day afternoon, and drinking 
tea afterwards with some Christian 
firiends, he hinted his intention to 



them, and declared that be could not 
preach even that same evening. — 
They represented the disappointnient 
it must be to a large congregation^ 
who were assembling together, as no 
other imnistereoaldnoisibly be pro- 
cured then to supply nis place, and, 
therefore, they b«gged he would try 
once more. He replied, tiiat it was 
in vain to argue witn him, for he was 
quite determmed not to |weach any 
more. Just at that instant, a person 
knocked at the door, and, being ad* 
mitted, it proved to be a good old ex- 
perienced Christian, who lived at a 
considerable distance, and she mid 
she came on purpose to desire Mr. 
— — — to preach that eveningfirom a 
particular passage of scripture : she 



said she could not account for it, but 
she could not be happy witiiout co- 
ming fifom home to desire it nught be 
preached from that evening. Being 
asked what the text was, she said she 
could not tell where it was, but the 
words were these : " Then I said, 1 
will speak no more in his name ; but 
his word was as a fire shut up in my 
bones, and I was weary vwth for- 
bearing, and I could not stay." This 
extraordinary circumstance so rtruck 
the preacher, that he i^ubmitted to 
preach from these words that evening : 
ne experienced much liberty, and his 
continued ever since with wonderful 
success and comfort. 

N. B. The good woman has often 
protested nnce, that she knew no- 
thing of the minister's intention, or 
the debate about his preaching. 

The late Rev. Mr. Warrow, of 
Manchester, a little before his death, 
was complaming to some of his peo- 
ple, that he had not been made the 
instrument of calling one soul to the 
knowledge of the truth for the last 
eight years of his ministry. He 
preached but two sermons aSterthis, 
before the Lord called him to himself; 
and, soon after his death, between 
twenty and thirty persons proposed 
themselves as churcn members, who 
had been called under Mr. W.'s two 
last sermons. Let not ministers 
think their work is done, while tbejr 
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oui peach another aermoii, or speak 
vBotner word. 

FRBQITBlfT AND V8BF17L 
PREACHBRa. 

However pleasant the aoj^uisition 
of knowledge may be to ministers of 
the gospel, tnej must remember, that 
they are not called perpetually to 
*< breathe the air of the study, and 
tread the dust <^ the schools," but to 
be laborious and active in the 'com- 
munication of truth to others. They 
are not to be as " sullen lamps, en- 
lightening *<*rV.^in8elTes;" but as 
conspicuous dons, enlightening and 
animating all around them. He is the 
best minister, who joins with a pious 
mind, a benevdent and useful life. 

It appears from a little account 
book, wherein Mr. Whitefield minu- 
ted the times and places of his minis- 
terial labours, that he preached up- 
wards of eighteen thousand sermons 
from the time of his ordination to 
that of his death. 

In the nrst year of Dr. Cotton 
Mather's ministry, he had reason to 
believe, he was made the instrument 
of converting at least thirty souls. 
It was constantly one of his first 
thoughts in a morning " What good 
may I do toniay 7'* He resolvedthis 
fieneral question into many particu- 
lars. His question for the Lord's-day 
morning, constantly was — " What 
shall I do, as the pastor of a Church, 
for the good of tne flock under my 
charge 1" His question for Monday 
mormngwas, " What shall I do for 
the goal of my own &milv 1" in 
which he considered himself as a 
husband, a father, and a master. For 

Tuesday morning "What good 

flhall I do for relations abroad?" — 
Sometimes he changed this medita 



tion for anoti^er — " What good shall 
I do to my enemies 7" for it was his 
laudable ambition to be able to say, 
he did not know of any person in the 
world, who had done him any ill of- 
fice, but be had done him a good one 
for it His question for Wednesday 
morning was, " What shall I do for 
the churches of the Lord, and the 



more general inteiefts of xeligioa m 
«ie world I**— His question fyr 
Thursday morning waa^ ''What 
good may I do to ihe several societies 
to which I am related 7" The ques- 
tion for Friday morning was^ "What 
special ob'^Msts of e<nnpas8ion, and 
subjects of action, may I take un- 
der nw parj(icular care, and what shall 
I do for them 7" And his Saturday 
morning quesdoii, relating more im- 
mediately to himself was, "What 
more have I to do for the interest of 
God in my own heart and life7'' 

The Rev. Mr. B. had nine child- 
ren ; two departed in their infieincy ; 
a son of twenty-two, and a daughter 
of thirty, died triumphantly in the 
feith of Christ, both of whom, with 
his surviving son and four daughters^ 
he had the inexpressible pleasure of 
admitting into the communion of his 
church, every one of them being the 
fruit of his own ministry. 

The Rev. Mr. Berriclge, is said, in 
one year, to have been visited by a 
thousand different persons under se- • 
rious impressions; and it has been 
computed, that under his own and 
the joint ministry of Mr. Hicks, 
about four thousand were awakened 
to a concern for, their soids in the 
space of twelve months. Incredible 
as this may appear, it comes authen- 
ticated through a channel so respect- 
able, that it would be illiberal to dis- 
believe it. 

The Rev. Mr. Grimshaw was veiy 
laborious, fiiithful, and useful in his 
work. Without intermitting his sta- 
ted services at home, he went much 
abroad. In a course of time, he es- 
tablished two circuits, which, with 
some occasional variations, he usually 
traced every week, alternately. One 
of these he often pleasantly ddled his 
idle week, because he seldom preach- 
ed more than twelve or fourteen times. 
His sermons, in his working, or busy 
week, often exceeded the number of 
twenty-four, and sometimes amount- 
ed to thirty. 

He once apologized for the length 
of his discourse to this effect : **ltl 
were in some situations^ I might not 



ENT£ltTAININO ANSCDOns. 




Ibipicit needfol to ipedL 80 miich ; Imt 
many of my hfiarers who are wicked 
and caieieM are likewise very i^o- 
-fant, and Tery slow of apprehension. 
If they do not uiiderataiKl tnU I can- 
not hope to do them goTj^ and when 
I think of the uncertainty of life, that 
perhaps it may he the laft oroortanity 
afforded, and that it is possihle I may 
lierer see them again tul I meet them 
in the great day, I know not how to 
be expbcit enough. I endeavour to 
set the subject in a variety of lights ; 
I express the same thoughts in dif- 
ferent words, and can scarcely tell 
how to leave oS, lest I should have 
omitted something, for the want of 
which my preaching and their hearing 
might prove in vain, ibid thus, 
though I fear I weary others, I am 
still unable to satisfy myself." 

Though he often preached to great 
numbers, he was a no less attentive 
servant to a few. When any were 
willing to hear, he was ready to 
preach; and he often cheermlly 
walked miles in the winter, in storms 

of wind, rain, or snow, upon lonely "Who do men say that I am T 
unsheltered moors, to preach to a When one asked a philoi 
shoall company of poor, aged, decrepit — *--* ^^- " ^-^ 
people, in a cottage. 

With the following description of a 
true preacher, we will conclude this 
article: 

'HBaving imbibed the meek and 
bwly spirit of his Master, he will not 
be ambitious of saying ^ne things to 
win applause, but of saying uaeful 
things to win souls. Such a preacher 
will not come into the pulpit, as an 
actor comes upon the stage, to person- 
ate a feigned character, and to forget 
his real one, to utter sentiments or re- 

§ resent passions not his own. ^ No ; 
le man and the preacher are, in this 
case, one and the same. When he is 
in the pulpit, the man appears as well 
as the preacher ; when ne is out of it, 
the preacher appears as well as the 
inan. In the pulpit he is the man, 
wound up to an higher tone ; the man 
seen in a more solemn light of a seri- 
ous character : out of it, he is the 
E readier unbent; the preacher seen 
1 the softer light of orainaiy human- 



ity: or. k may be taken thm: is 
the puqnt, the lefioiiB rh/^nrin ap- 
pears in lum all pom nd TClblfeiitt 
ont of it, mixed and shaded ; bntslOl 
it 18 the same serioos eharaieter : tha 
man of virtue, the man of piety, u^ 
pears."— See Dr. Fofdyoe's Ew> 
quenoe of the Pulpit 

^ PRIDE. 

Of all the evil pnnajXeB which be* 
long to human naturei, none, perhaps 
is more prevalent than pride. There 
are some^ however, iil'o are more un- 
der its influence thkn others, " who 
think of nothing but themselvtss, and 
who imagine Si the world thinks 
about them too; they suppose ihey 
are the subject of every conversation, 
and fimcy every wheel which moves 
in society hath some rekition to them. 
People oC this sort are verr desirous 
of knowing what is said of tnem ; and, 
as they have no conce^^on that any 
but glorious things are said oi them, 
Uiey are extremely solyitous to know 
them, And often put this question — 

— - - -amr»' 

philosopher 
what ^e ffreat God tras doi^gl he 
replied, "His whole employment is 
to lift up the humble and to cast down 
the proud.'' And indeed, there is no 
one sin which the Almichty seems 
more determined to punisn than this. 
The examples of (rod's displeasure 
against it are most strikingly exhibited 
in the histories of Pharaoh, Heze- 
kiah, Haman, Nebuchadnezzar, and 
Herod. 

One day, when Alcibiades was 
boasting of his wealth, and the great 
estates m his posseseion (which ge- 




geograpmcai map, 
him to find Attica. It was so small, 
it could scarcely be discerned upon 
the draught; he found it, however, 
though with some difficulty ; but upon 
being desbed to point out his own es- 
tate there— "It is too smaD," says 
he, "to be distinguished in so Uttle a 
space." " See, then," lepHed docnir 
tei^ "how much yoa are aflected 

8 



RSLIOIOUB, MORAL, AND 



^ouft animperoeptible point of land V* 
Thu reasoning might have been 
Qiged much fiirther %1L For what 
was Attica compared to all Greece, 
Greece to £uiope,Europe to the whole 
world, and the whole world itself to 
the vast extent of the infinite orbs 
which surround it 7 What an insect, 
what a nothing, is the most powerful 
prince of the earth, in the midst of 
this abyss of bodies and immense 
i^ttces, and how little of it does he 
occupy 1 

When Pope Adrian VI. was ad- 
vanced to the Pontifical Chair, he 
built a college at Louvain, and caused 
the following account of his rise and 
preferments to be inscribed over the 
gate : " Trajectum plantavUf Louva- 
mum riftavUi Qeaar incrementum 
dedit : Utrecht planted, Louvain wa- 
tered, the emperor gave the increase." 
tJnder which some impartial hand, 
to.rebuke the ungodliness of the Pon- 
ti£[| added, J9tc Deu» nikil fecit : In 
all this, Grod and his Providence had 
nothing to do." 

Pride is not only an attendant in 
the busy and gay scenes of life, but 
predominant even in death. It is 
said of a prince, that he ordered these 
woi^ to be engraved on his tomb ; 
'* I could do all wings." But the very 
subject of information was a contra- 
diotion to the assertion. 

Henry IIL of France was so proud, 
ihat he set rails about his table, and 
affected the pomp of an Eastern king ; 
and yet so mean, that he often walked 
in procession with a beggarly brother- 
hood, with a string ofDeads on his 
hands, and a whip at his girdle 

It was a strange and Sioughtless 
expression of a very ingenious author 
— '* Among all the mmions of vices," 
says he, " that I inherit firom Adam, 
I have escaped the first and fiither sin 
of pride ;" and attempts to prove it by 
asserting his humihty, after many 
boasted mstances of his learning and 
acquirements. It appears this man 
Uvadmuch abroad, and convened but 
little at home. He knew much of 
the world, but was not acquainted 
vnih hiBuidf { and while he practised 



this vanity in so public a manner, ho 
strongly denied tnat any bebnged to 
him. 



PROVIDENCE ; PROVIDENCES. 
It has beenremarked, that he who 
duly ohservesIMvine providences shall 
never want providences to observe; 
and certainly it becomes us as rational 
creatures and true Christians, to con- 
template the consummate wisdom 
and unbounded goodness of God in 
the various events which transpire. 
It is true there are many difficult texts 
in the book of Providence which we 
cannot easily elucidate; but, even 
what we at present see, hear, and 
know, should lead us to admire Him 
who ordereth all things after the 
counsel of his own will; and to wait 
with patience till the day arrive when 
the various leaves of tins copious vo- 
lume shall be unfolded to our view, 
and when we shall be constrained to 
say, " He hath done all things well.'' 
Kichard Boyle,(generally odled the 
Great Earl of Cork,) it is said, out- 
lived most of those who liad known 
the meanness of his beginning ; but 
he delighted to remember it hunsel^ 
and even took pains to preserve the 
memory of it to posterity m the motto 
which he always used, and which 
he caused to be placed on his tomb, 
vijL "<rocP« Providence is my in- 
heritanctj* A noble motto truly I 

The history of God's providence^ 
as connected with the government of 
his church, afifords matter both for 
admiration and thankfulness. " Who 
would have thought," says Saurin, 
*' that King Henry VIII., a cruel and 
superstitious king, the greatest enemy 
the Reformation ever had; he wbio 
by the fury of his arms, and by the 
productions of his pen, opposed this, 
great work, refuting those whom he. 
could not persecute, and persecuting 
those whom he could not refute ; who 
would have thought that this monarch: 
should first serve the work he intend- 
ed to subvert, clear the way fin re- 
formation, anid, by shaking off the 
yoke of the Roman Ponti^ executs 
the plan of Providence, while ho 
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lUemseA to do nothing but ntkte fais 
>w>laptaoq8ne8B and ambition 1 
^ ^'Who would, have thoughlj that 
the ambitioUB Clement,* to maintain 
•ome chimerioil ririits which the 
]nide of the dergy bad forged, and 
which the cowardioe of the people, 
and Uie efifemQiacy of their princes, 
liad eranted; who would have be- 
hsveS, that this ambitioug Pope, by 
hurling the thunders of the Yatioan 
against this King, would have lost 
afi England, and thus woukl have 
given the first stab to a tyranny 
which he intended to confirm. 

" Who would have imagined, that 
Zuinglius would have had such ama- 
adng success amon^ the people in the 
world the most inviolably attached to 
the customs of thdr pndeoessors ; a 
people scrupulously retaining even 
the dress of their ancestors ; a peo- 
ple^, above all, so inimical to innova- 
tions in religion, that they will hard- 
ly bear a new explication of a passage 
of scripture, a new argument^ or a 
modem critical remark ; who would 
have supposed, that they could have 
^een persuaded to embrace a religion 
diametrically opposite to that which 
they had imbibed with thedr mother's 
mi&9 

" Who would have beUeved, that 
LiWther could have surmounted the 
obstacles that opposed the success of 



riie nominated Dr. Cote one of thft 
commissioners. This Doctor, oomiilg 
with the commissbn to Chester, an 
hb journey, the Mayor of that dty, 
hearing that her Majesty vraa sending 
a messenger into Ireland, and he be- 
ing a cfaurdiman, waited on the Doc- 
tor, who, in discourse with the May- 
or, took out of a cloak-bag a leather 
box, saying unto him, Here is a comr 
mission tnxU shaU lash the heretics sf 
Irdandy calling the Protestants by 
that^title. The good woman of the 
house, being well affected to the Pro- 
testant religion, and, also, having a 
brother, named John Edmonds, of 
the san^ then a citizen in Dublin, 
vras much troubled at the Doctor'iB 
words ; but watching her convenient 
time, while the Mayor took his leave, 
and the Doctor complimented Him 
down the stiurs, she opened the box, 
took the commisfdon out, ^d placed 
in lieu thereof a sheet of paper with 
a pack of cards wrapt up tnerein, the 
knave of clubs being faced uppermost. 
The Doctor, coming up to nu cham- 
ber, and suspecting n(ihing of what 
had been done, put up the box as 
formerly. The next oay, going to 
the water side, wind and weather 
serving him, he sailed towards Ire- 
land, and landed on the 7th of Octo- 
ber, 1558, at Dublin. When he ar- 
rived at the Castle, the Lord Fitxr 



his preaching inOccmany ; and that 1 Walter, being Lord Deputy, sent for 
the proud emperor, ChatiRB V., who I him to come Wore him and the Privy 



reckoned amon^ his captives, pontiffit 
and kings, coum not subdue one mi- 
serable monk 1 

"Who would have thought, that 
the barbarous tribunal of the inqui- 
eition, which had enslaved so many 
nations to superstition, should have 
.been one of the principal causes of 
the reformation in the United Pro- 
vinces 1" 

Glueen Mary having dealt severely 
with the Protestants in England, 
about the latter end of her reign, 
signed a commission to take the same 
course with them in Irdand ; and, to 
^](ficute the same vrith greater force, 

^Uppe dement vn. 



CounciL He came accordingly, ancf, 
after he had made a speech, relating 
upon v?hat account he had come over, 
he presented the box to the Lord De- 
puty, who, causing it to be opened, 
that the secretary might read the 
commisnon, there was nothing, save 
a pack of cards, with the knave of 
dubs uppermost; which not mily 
startled tu Lord Deputy and Coun-« 
cil, but the Doctor, who assured them 
he had a comnussion, but knew not 
how it was ffone. Then the Lord 
Deputy ma& answer, "I^et us have 
another commission, and we will 
shuffle the cards in the meanwhile." 
The Doctor, being troubled in'hk 
mind, went away, and letuoied inla 
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ftn^fanA^ tad, ooDuag uiCo Comt, 
obtained anolber commiwinn ; bat, 
•tayiog for the wind on the water 
aide^ newi came to him that the 
Ctaeen was dead, and thna Grod pre- 
served the Protestants of Ireland. — 
CLoeen Elizabeth was so delighted 
with this story; which was related to 
her by Lord Fits Walter, on his re- 
turn to England, that she sent for 
Elizabeth Edmonds^ whose husband's 
name was Mathershad, and gave her 
a pension of 401. during her ufo. 

7here are some circumstances in 
the life of Mr. Oliver Hey wood who 
was a persecuted minister of the se- 
venteenth oentuj^, which afford as 
pleasing ideas of the providential 
care of Grod towards his people. The 
foHowmg anecdote, says his biogm- 
pher, is authentic. It is said, uat 
tuB little stock of money was quite 
exhausted, the hnotty provisions were 
entirely consumed, and Martha, a 
maid servant, who had lived in his 
&mi]y several years, and who often 
assisted them, could now lend no 
more assistance from the little savings 
of former days. Mr. Heywood stul 
trusted, that Qod would provide, 
when he had nothing but the Divine 
promise to live upon. He said, 

" When cruise and bam) both are dx7, 
" We BtUl wlU trust in God Moat Hlgh.'^ 

When the childrea began to be 
impatient for want of food, Mr. Hey- 
wood called ys servant, and said to 
her, " Martha, take a basket, and go 

to fiali&x; call upon Mr. N ^ 

the shopkeeper, in Northgatei and 
tell him, I desire him tcl leml me live 
shiUin|^» if he will be kind enough 
to. do itf buy us sonle dheese, some 
bread, iaA such other little things as 
you knew we most Want : be as ex- 
peditious as yoH can in retoming, for 
the poor chudren begin to be netful 
for want of WNnethii^ to eat. Pot 
on your hat and doak, and the Lord 
^ve ' you ^ood speed : in the mean 
time, we will ofier up ottr requeifte to 
Him, who feedelb the young ravens 
when thqr oir, and who knows what 
we have seed of before we ask him.*' 
Maithft observed herauuter's diiec- 
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tions f but when she came near th9 
house where she was ordered to hex 
for the loan of five shillings, througS 
timidity and bashfalness, her heart 
foiled her. She paawd by the door 
again and a^^dn, without haviitf 
courage to go in and tell her erran£ 
At length, Mr. N— ; — , standing at 
his slu^door, and seeing Martha m 
the street, called her to hmi, and said, 
"Are you not Mr. Heyvirood's ser- 
vant T'* When she had, vnth an 
anxioos heart, answered in Uie affirm- 
ative, he added, " I am glad I have 
this opportunity of seeing you: some 

friencb at M ^ have remitted to 

me five guineas for ypiur master, and 
I was just thinking how I eould con- 
trive to send it." Martha burst into 
tetm, and, for some time, oonld not 
utter a syllable. The necessities of 
the fomily, their trust in ProvidenciL 
the seasonaUeness of the supply, and 
1^ variety of other ideas^ breaking ixi 
upon her mind at onoe, quite over- 
Dowered her. At length the told 

Mr. N upcm what errand she 

came, bat that she had not coufage 
to aflk him to lend her poor master 
money. The tradesman could not 
but be affected with the story, and 
told Martha to come to him when the 
like necessity (diould press upon them 
at any future time. She made haste 
to procure the necessary provision^ 
uid, with a h««rt lightened of its 
buiden, vbik home to tell the socoess 
of her Journey. 

Though she had not been fong ab> 
sent, the hungry fomily had often 
looked wishfiilfy out at the window 
for her arrival. When she knodced 
at her master's door, which now must 
be kept kK^ed and barred, for fear of 
constables and baihfis, it was pre- 
sently opened; and the joy to see 
her was as great as when a fleet of 
ships arrive, laden with provisions^ 
for the relief of a starving towi^ 
elosdy besieged by an enemy. The 
ehildren danced round the maid, eager 
to lodL into the basket of eatables; 
the patient mother wiped her eyes; 
the father smiled, and said, "The 
Lord hath hot forgoCten ito be gm^ 
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dow ; his word is true firom the be- 
jpmoDSi the young lions do lack 
90d moEet hanger, but they that seek 
the Lord, sluw not want any good 
thmg.^ Martha related erery cir- 
emnstance of her little expedition, as 
soon as tears of joy would permit 
hef ; uid all partook of the homely 
fiure, with a sweeter relish tha|i the 
fiurtidious Roman nobles ever knew, 
when thousands of pounds were ex- 
pended to furnish one repast^ Had 
you been present while tnia pious fii- 
mily were eatinff their bread and 
cheese, and drinkinff pure water from 
the spring, you might, perhaps, have 
heard the good man thus addressing 
the wife of his bosom : " Did I not 
tell yon, my dear, thai Gbd would 
surely provide for us 7 ^ Why were 
yoa so fearful, O you of little faith 1 
Our heavenly Father knoweth that 
we have need of these things. Jesus 
said to his dnciples, When I sent 
you without purae or scrip, lacked ye 
any tMng ? And they said. Nothing, 
Lord." 

The spirit of i>er8ecuti0n laged so 
wannly against him, that this worthy 
mail was under the necessity of taking 
leave of his dear fiimily, and going he 
knew nofwhither. But the question 
was, how should he be equipped for 
his journey 7 He had a horse ; but the 
little money that remained must be 
left fyt the support of the &mUy, for 
whom Mr. Hey wood was much more 
concerned thim for myself. One 
winter's morning, when it was yet 
dark, the horse was saddled ; and this 
good man, after bidding adieu to his 
affectionate wife^ and saluting his 
children in their beds^ set out, like 
Abraham when he left his father's 
house, not knowing whither he went. 
He moved silently along in by-ways 
for some time, for fear of being seen, 
till he lud got out of the neiffhbour- 
iMiod. Having not one farthing in 
his pocket to biear his travelling ex- 
penses,^ he eommitted l^nself to the 
protection of Providence. He deter- 
mined at length to leave his horse at 
full liberty to go what way it would, 
and thus traveDed ooi foi «coa«dera- 



ble part of the day, till both man and 
beast stood m great need of refresh- 
ment. Towardii evening, the hone 
bent its course to afiurm house, alittio 
out of the road. Mr. Hevwood call« 
ed at the door, and a dean decent 
woman came out to inquire what he 
wanted. "I have reason," said he^ 
" to make an apohgy for giving yoit 
this trouble, being an entire stranger 
in these parts. My horse stands in 
need as well as mvs^ of shelter and 
refreshment for tne night : if yoa 
could any way make it convenient to 
furnish my horse with a little hay, and 
a stand under cover, and myself with 
a seat by your fire side, I ask no> 
more.*' The good woman, a little 
surprised at his request, told him she 
would consult her husband.-- After 
a few minutes, they both came to the 
door, and Mr. Heywood repeated hi» 
solicitation; but told them that he 
had no money to satisfy them for any 
trouble they might have on his ac- 
count ; yet he boped God would re- 
ward them. They inmiediately de- 
sired him to alight; the master led 
the horse into the stable, and the mis* 
tress took the stranger into the house» 
invited him to sit down, stirred up 
the fire, and began to prepare hin» 
something to eat. Mr.. Hey wood told 
her, " that he was concemed to see 
her ffive herself so much trouble^ 
that, being unable to make her any 
recompense, he did not request either 
a supper or a bed, but onl^ that he 
plight sit by the fire side till morn- 
ing.'* The mistress assured him,, 
<* that for an act of hospitality she didi 
no expect any reward, .and that, 
though the accommodations hex house 
would affoid were but indifTerent, he 
should be welcome to them, and^re* 
fore she hoped' he would make hnn- 
self easy.^ After supper^ they all 
sat down before the fire, and' the mas- 
ter of the house dtoired te know of 
the stranger, what countrynum he 
was. — "1 was bom,'* said' he, '<in 
Lincohishike,.but I have a wife and 
famHy in the neighbourhood of Hali^ 
fox." << That is a town,** said ^b» 
fanner^ "whsie I have been j- andl 



6a 



BSLXOIOITCV MOBALi ilir9 



•ome JWT* tgo I liad a fittte aoqnaiiil* 
anoe with sevenl pexaons there. Pniy 
do you know Mr. S— , and Mr. 
S— -land Isold Mr. Rvetafiwl" 
The itnineer gave suitable answenr 
to these uSl many other inquiries. At 
lexmth the kind hostess asked htm, 
•yfhe' knew any thing of one Mr. 
OEver Hey wood^ who was fermerly 
a minister at some chapel not fiur 
from Hali&x, but was now, for some 
account orother, forbidden to preachl'^ 
The stranger replied, "Then is a 
great d^ of noise and talk about that 
mant some speak well, others say 
•very thing that is bad of him ; for my 
own part, 1 can say little in his fk- 
Vour." *' I believe," said the fkrmer^ 
** he is of that sect which is every 
where spoken against ; but, pray, do 
you personally Imow him 1 and what 
uit mat inclines yon to ibrm such an 
indifierent opinion of his character 1" 
■^I do know something of him," said 
the stranger ; " but as i do not choose 
to propagate an ill rep(»rt of any one, 
if you pkase, we will talk on some 
other subject." After keeping the 
fiirmer and hi» wife in suspense for 
some time, who were a little uneasy 
at whs^ he had said, he told them, 
<* That he was the poor outcast of 
whom they had made so many kind 
inquiries." All wa» then surprise, 
azMl joy, and thankfulness, that a 
meicifiil Providence had brought him 
under their roof. The master of the 
; house said, "Mr. Heywood, I am 
glad to see yon here, having loxig had 
^ a sincere regard for you, from \Se 6k- 
voorable reports I have always heard 
of you.. The night is not &r spent 
I heive a few nei^bonrs who love the 
gospel : if you will give us a word of 
exhortation,. I will run and acquaint 
them- This is an obscure place, and^ 
as your coming here is not known,, I 
hope we shall have no inttoruption." 
Mr. HejTwood consented: a small 
eongregainon was gathered; and he 
pleached to them with that fervour, 
affection, and enlargement, which at- 
ten£iig drcumalanees served to in- 
wfiite* On th^ j^yftd occaston, a 
imall coiltfftinn wm vohmtarily laade 



to help the poor traveller on bi^ wa^» 
There is hardly any article mder 
which a greater fund of mutter mi^fat 
be brou&t forward than under wm 
of Provioieiice. Indeed, the life of aK> 
most every individual presents us 
with some singular eventa relative t» 
the dispensations of Providence.. 
Most men, who have any sense of tlMr 
Divine &vour at all, have seen som»* 
thiog or otner remarkable in the 
coursa of their lives, which must lead 
them to adore the wise designs and 
kind interpositions of Him who go* 
vems the uuverse at large, and each 
inhabitant there(tf in parucular. Bul 
the above must suffice. 



EBADIN6. 
Amidbt the profusion of advantB* 
ges we enjoy Vn the present state, that 
•f the art of prihtingmust not be con- 
sidered as the least Before this happy 
invention, it need not be said vAiat 
difficulties were in the way to mental 
acquirements. This art is replete 
with a variety of pleasant and lasting^^ 
effects, and though, ^e all oUier &- 
vourSj abused by the vicious and pn>> 
fene, It will be considered by the pioucr 
and wise as a cause for great grati- 
tude. 

As to reading, the sacred oraclea 
should occupy our attention, and be 
the subject of our study in preference- 
to any other book whatever. Its sub* 
Ikne descriptions, historic relations^. 
I>ure doctrines, and interesting sen- 
timents, should not (miy be re»l but 
remembered bv all. 

In the reading of other bo<^ the 
same object shoind be kept in view a« 
in readmg this ;. I mean the improve- 
ment of our minds and the rectitude 
of our conduct Some, indeed, read 
only for amusement, and not for pro- 
fit, and on this account it is that they 
E refer a novel to a book that is eailea* 
ited for real instruction, not remem^ 
bering that these works of iniagiB>> 
txm, while they tend to raise pleasiH 
sensations, toe often infiise w sabw 
poistm of loose principles and bmefiil 
munondiify. 

Tfaesa ace otheiiiidi^MentolMi^ 



B»TERTAXNIN» ANSCI^OTES. 



91 



110 tifte fi>r mdingofttiy kind. S«eh 
tf 6 cannot expect to bave enkfjged 
ininds or extenaive knowledge $ nor 
can they, I tlunk, be the moat happy 
ppurt of the hoinan race. " Sorrow," 
aa one obaervea, "iaakind of rort of 
ihe 90vl which every new idea contii- 
bntea in tta paaaageto sooor away. It 
ia the putrefikction of stagnant life, 
and 18 remedied by exerdae and m»> 
tion," By reading, the mind u often 
feflfeshed, the powen exerted and en> 
livened, and tne judgment informed. 
Men of aenae and of religion have 
alwaya delighted in it, and even 
amidst the bustle of the gay work), 
and in the briUtant career of heroism, 
men have retained a taste for reading. 
Alexander was very fond of reading. 
Whilst he was fiSing the world with 
the fame of victories, marking his pro- 
sreas by bkwd and slaughter, march* 
Eig over smokinff towns and ravaged 
provinces, and though hurried on by 
nesh ardour to new victoriea^ yet he 
found time hang heavy upon him 
wBen he had no book. 

Brutus spent among books all those 
moments which he could spare from 
the duties cf his office : even the day 
before the celebrated battle of Phar- 
salia, which was about to decide the 
empire of the universe, be was busy 
in ikis tent, and emj^oyed till night in 
making an extract trom Polvbias. 

Pliny, the Elder, while at his 
meals, made some one read to him ; 
and, when he travelled, he bad al- 
ways a book and convenienoes for 
wnting along with him. 

Petrarch was always low spirited 
when he did not read or write. That 
he might not loae time when he tra- 
velled, he wrote in all the inns where 
he stopped. One of hu friends, the 
Bishop of Cavaillon, fearing that he 
wouldj by this ardour, injure his 
health, begged him one day to give 
him the key of hia library. Fetruch 
consented, not knowing what he waa 
ffoing to do with It. The Bishop 
focked up Ua booka, and forbade him 
to read or write for ten dariL Pe- 
tralch obeyedi though wiA tne gieal^ 
eil lelodalBe : but the fteit day tg^ 



pesQted longer to him than a year; thi 
second, he had a head-ache fiem 
morning to night, and the third ha 
found hunael^ euly in t^ morning: 
very feverish. The ^ Bishop^ 
tooched with hia oondmui, restored 
him the key, and, at the sambtimeL 
his health and spirits. 

Akibiades, meeting with a scho^. 
master, who had none of Homer*a 
worka^ could not forbear giving him 
a box on the ev, and treating bunas 
an krnorant fellow, and one who 
ooula not make any other than igno* 
rant acholars: "Must we not aay 
the same," aays Rollin, " of a pn>- 
fessor who has no booka Y* 

Yalesius borrowed books of every 
body, and used to say, " He learned 
more from borrowed books than from 
hia own; because, not having the 
same opportunity of leviewiug uien^ 
he reaa them with more care.'' 

Archbishop Ussher, suspecting that 
the Fathers had been misquoted by 
Stapleton, a Papist, took up a firm 
resolution, '< That, in due time, (if 
God gave bun life,) he would read all 
the Fathers, and trust none but hia 
own eyes in searching out their 
sense :'' which great wok, he began 
at twenty years of age, and finished 
at thirty-eight; strictly confining him- 
self to read such a portion eveiy day, 
from which he anfifered no occasion to 
divert him. 

William King, the poet, at eu[hteen 
years of aee, was elected to dhriatli 
church, where he is said to have pro- 
secuted his studies with so much in- 
tenseness and activity, (hat, before 
he was eight years standing, he had 
read over, and made remarks upon 
twenty-two thousand odd hunmnd 
books and manuacripts. 

Pope says, " That from fourteen 
to twenty, he read only for amuae- 
ment ; from twenty to twenty-seveOi^ 
for improvement and instruction :— 
that, m the first part of this time, h» 
desired only to know ; and, inthiS8»> 
cond, he endeavoured to judge." 

Bishop Butler^s abetrose work on 
the analogy of rehgton to human na^ 
tuii% waa « fiurouiils bodsL ^yitli 
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aveen Cawfinc- She tcdd Mr. 

Sale, the orientalkl, " That she read 
IfceTeiy day at break&ct;'' ao light 
dd her meMpkyaical mind make of 
that booL wbch Dr. Uoadly, Bishop 
of Win^of^^^i BBid he could never 
look vtto without making his head 

achf^ 

Inhere are some books which re- 
quire peculiar attention in reading in 
order to understand them. A spruce 
macaroni was boasting, one day, that 
he had the most happy genius in the 
world. " Every thmg/^said he, " is 
easy to me ! People aiH Euclid's ele- 
ments a hard book; but I read it 
yesterday from beginninff to end in a 
piece of the afternoon, between din- 
ner and tea-time." "Read all Eu- 
clid," answered a gentleman present, 
'^in one afternoon 1 How was that 
posnble V* " Upon *my honour, I 
did, and never read smoother reading 
in my life." — " Did you master aU 
the demonstrations! and sohre all the 
problems as you went T ' '^ Demon-v 
strations and problems! I suppose 
you. mean the a^s, and b^ and c's ; 
and I's, and d's, and 3's; and the 
pictures of scratches, and scrawb? 
WOi no; I skipt all they. I only 
read Euclid himself; and all Euclid 
I did read, and in one piece of the 
afternoon too.'*— Alas! now many 
such readers are there! Such are 
likely to get as much knowledge of 
the subject they read, as this young 
man did of geometry. 

Those who have collected books, 
and whose good nature has prompted 
them to accommodate their friends 
with them, will feel the sting of an 
answer which a man of wit made to 
one who lamented the difBcult^ which 
he found in persuading his friends to 
return the volumes which he had lent 
them: "Sir," said he, "your ac- 
quaintance &id, I suppose, that it is 
much more easy to retain the books 
themselves, than what is ocmtaised in 
thenu" I would just observe here, 
that nothing can be more mean and- 
imkitid, than to borrow books* of per- 
sons, and to lose ttiem, as is too fre- 
quently the cwe« If my frisad gra- 



tifies my request in lending r i^ hf 
so doin^, he saves me the expense of 

rurchaamg; or it, aJao^ by the loan, 
gain considerable information, or 
intellectual profit, it is base and un-^ 
grateful either to sufter the book to 
be injured, or not to return it I 
give this as a hint to some who are 
more in the habit of bdrrovfing than 
returning books. 

"He who would read with plea- 
sure,*' says Dr. Knox, "vnll attend 
to the times of the day, and the sea- 
sons of the year. The morning has 
been universally approved as the best 
time for study ; the afternoon may 
be most advantageously spent in im> 
(irovinff conversation. Those &cul- 
ties wmch, before dinner, are capable 
of engaging in the acutest and sub- 
limest disquisitions, are found, by ge- 
neral experience, to be comparatively 
dull ana stupid after it." I know 
not bow it is,** said a celebrated wri^ 
ter, '" but all my philosophy, in which 
I was so Warmly engaged in the 
morning, anpeara like nonsense as 
soon as I nave dined.'' Very hot 
weather is particularly unfavourabl<» 
to reading. The months of July,. 
August, and September, are hy na 
means the seasons in which the fruit» 
of the mind arrive at maturity. 

"Then are iiaee capital mis-> 
takes," says one, "inrege^tobookft. 
Some) through their own indolence, 
and others from a sincere belief of the 
vanity of human science, read no- 
hook hvtt the Battle, But these good 
men do not consider that, for the same 
reasons, they ought not to preach 
sensons ; fer sermons are libri, ore, 
vwaquevocefpronunciati: The holy 
scriptures are iihutrcUed by other 
writings. Othen collect great quan> 
titles of books for shoWf and not for 
service. This is a vast parade,, even 
unworthy of reprooC Others pur- 
chase large hbiaries, with a sincere 
design of reading all the books. But 
a very large hbraxy , is learned luvury. 
not elegance; much less vtiUiy*' 
Much reading, is no proof of mudh 
learning ; fiist readen are ofteft de- 
8u|toiy ones, £teope the yeasoa 
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BMiie know ao liitlei is because they 
wadaomadL, ThelvBUuolibrorumf 
and the true scholar, a^e two very 
diffident chafacten. Tet we are 
told of the fimnoua Perkins, that he 
had the knack of quickly running 
through a iblio, and entering entirely 
into tne author's subject, while he 
appeared to be only skimming the 
Bumce ; but then it must be remem- 
bered, that he was a man of uncom- 
mon quickness and penetration. 

RETIREMENT. 

However, pleasant and profitable 
society may be, there are certain mo- 
ments when we should consider it 
our duty to retire from the world. 
" The great and the worthy, the pious 
and the virtuous,*' says a divine, 
" have ever been addicted to serious 
retirement. It is. the characteristic 
of little and frivolous minds, to be 
wholly occupied with the vulgar ob- 
jects of life. These fill up tneir de- 
^ores, and supply all the entertain- 
aient widch their coarse apprehen- 
dons can relish ; but a more refined 
and enlarged ndnd, leaves the world 
behind it, feels a call for hi^er d[«i- 
sores, and seeks them in retreat The 
nan of public spirit has recourse to 
ft, in order to form plans for general 
fiood ; the man of genius, in order to 
dwell on his fiivourite themes ; the 
philosopher, to pursue his ^Bscove- 
ries ; and tne saint to improve, him- 
fldf in divine things.*' 

Similis, captain of the^ guards to 
Adrian, ^ot leave to quit that empe- 
ror's service, and spent the last seven 
years of his life in rural retirement 
At his death, he ordered the follow- 
ing inscription on his tomb : '' Here 
Kes Simihs, who lived but seven years, 
though he died at ^ty-seven." Our 
true age, and our real fife, are to be 
dated nom the time of our abstraction 
from the world, and of our conversion 
toQod. 

Sir John Mason, Privy Counsellor 
to Henry VCn., upon his death-bed, 
delivered himself to those about him 
to this purport: <*Ihave seen five 



seller to four. I have seen the moat 
remarkable things in foreign pait% 
and been present at most state trans' 
actbns for thirty years together, and 
have learned this, after so many years 
experience, that seriousness is the 
greatest wisdcMn, temperance the best 
physician, and a good conscience the 
oest estate i and were I to live my 
time over again, I would change the 
court for a oldster; my privy coun- 
sellor's bustles for an hermit's re- 
tirement ; and the whole life I have 
lived in Ihb mdace for one hour's 011- 
joyment of Qod in the Chapel : all 
things else forsake me, besides my 
God, my duty, my prayer." 

It is said of a captain, of vrhcaxi his- 
torians have taken more care to re- 
cord the wisdom than the name, that 
he required the Emperor Charles Y. 
to discharge him from his service. 
Charles asked the reason. The pru- 
dent soldier replied, "Because tnere 
ought to be a pause between the huny 
of ufe and the day of death." 

The great Emperor Charles y. 
towards the close ot Us life, renred to 
a monastery. He said^ that he had 
tasted more satisfaction in his solitude 
in one day than in all the triumpha 
of his former reigns ; and that the 
sincere study, profession, and prac- 
tice of the Christian religion had in 
it such joys and sweetnesses that 
courts are strangers to : and, in hia 
retirement, we are told that he was 
particularly curious with regard to the 
construction of clocks and watches; 
and having found, after repeat^ tri- 
als, that he could not bring any two 
of them to go^ exactly alike, he re- 
flected, it is said, with a mixture of 
surprise as well as regret on his own 
folly, in having bestowed so much 
time and labour in the more vain at- 
tempt of bringing mankind to precise 
uniformity of sentiment concerning 
the intricate and mysterious doctrines 
of religion. 

Mr. Isaac Ambrose used to retire 
every year for a month into a fittla 
hut in a wood, where he shunned all 

. society, and devoted himself toreli* 

prixioeS) ana have been privy oonn-lgious contemplation; and of the ik« 
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tnotiB Law it is aaid, that such was 
liis love of letiiement, that it was rety 
seldom he passed more than two houis 
in the company of any person. 

Retirement requires a mind en- 
larged and improved. He who has 
never been in the habit of reading 
and contemplation, will find it no re- 
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quelqn'an a qui on puisBe fin de tesam 
en terns que la sohtude est ude belle 
chose.' <S<riitude is certainly a fin» 
thing, but there is a pleasure in* hav- 
ing some one whom we may teHi 
from time to time, that solitude b « 
fine thmg :* " and besides, 

Thoughts shnt up want air, 



wiu cuuu3iupuu.iuu, miu uiiu »!. iw *w- Thoughts ghut up Want air, 

lie^ but a burden to him. A trades- And spoil like bales unopened to the son. 

man, who had acquired a large for- - TIs eonverec qualifies for solitude, 
tune in London, retired from busi 



ness and went to live at Y^orcealteT, 
His mind being without its usual 
occupation, and naving nothing else 
to supply its place, preyed upon itself, 
so that existence was a torment to 
him. At last he was sdzed with the 
stone, and a Mend, who found him 
in one of his severest fit& having ex- 
pressed his concern, " No, no, Sir," 
said he, " don't pity me ; what I now 
feel is ease, compared with that tor- 
tuie of mind from which it relieves 
me." What a pity it is, that they 
who think it so much their duty to 
cnlttvate their busines^ never think 
^ ouWiri>*ing tkoir minds ! Such« 
when age or infirmity calls them to 
tetirement, find notlunff pleasing to 
xeflect on, but are tirra of life, and 
every thing proves a burden to them. 
A mind well informed is better than 
a pocket well stored. 

Profitable as retirement is, it must 
be remembered that aU our time is 
not to be spent in this way. An ex- 
treme is to be giurded against, or 
otherwise our retirement, perhaps, 
will be more injurious than usefulto 
us. A gentleman of Brabant, it is 
said, lived five and twenty years with- 
out ever eoinff out of his own house, 
entertaimng nimself with forming a 
magnificent cabinet of pictures and 
paintings. This gentleman might 
nave done more gora in the course of 
this twenty-five years, by mixing him- 
self with society, than by all his col- 
lection of paintings and pictures. 

** Although retirement is my dear 
delight," says Melmoth, ** yet, upon 
some occanons, I think I have too 
much of it ; an^I agree with Balzac, 
' Glue hi solitude est oertainement une 



I qualifies for solitude 
As exercise for salutary rest 

Tomfo. 

There is, perhaps, some truth in 
the foUowing remark of Horace Wal- 
pole. Earl of Orford— Tew Eng- 
uslunen, I have observed, can bear 
solitude without being hurt by it. Our 
climate makes us capricious, and ws 
must rub off ova roughness and hu- 
mours against one another." 

REVERENCE OF GOD, 
RELIGION} ETC. 
He who possesses no reverence for 
the Divine Being, who, while he be- 
lieves in his existence, violates lutf 
laws and despises his authority^ 
shows at once the depravity of lus 
heart and the weakness of his reason ; 
and yet, alas 1 how many such char 
racters are there who view the great 
God as a tyrant, and consider him as 
an object whose service may be dis- 
pensea with 1 Indeed, were we to 
form an idea of the Divine character 
by the respect paid to it by Uie ffe- 
nerality, we should suppose him the 
greatest enemy instead of the best 
mend of mortals. To fear and serve 
God, however, is the vdce of reason^ 
wisdom, and religion. Let^ him, 
therefore, who wilniUy lives in the 
n^ect of his duty to God, remember, 
that he is a disgrace to himself, an 
enemy to his fellow creatures, and ob- 
noxious to the Divine displeasure. 

The sublime descriptbns of Jehor 
vah, as given in the saored Scriptures^ 
should impress our minds with the 
highest ideas of veneration and re- 
gard. An elegant writer iusdy ob- 
serves, " Meditation on sucn a Beings 
so constantly and so wonderfully ewr«. 
ployed in promoting the good of hif 



twlle choee, mau il y t pJaisir d'avoir \ cieatttrW} tends suiely to cnish evi^i 
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M^h and to enlai^ee every generous 
action of the bouj. It softens the 
Jbeart into compassioni and expands 
it into benevolence, when we consider 
Boiankind as framed and supported by 
the same ahnighty power,ana redeem- 
ed by the same coodness. The pride 
of knowledge, ue splendour of con- 
quest, and the pageantry of power, 
shrink into obscurity and inngni- 
ficance, when we reflect on Him 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain. All the lurkfaig impurities 
of our souls are seen with loath- 
ing, and all the secret crimes of our 
lives remembered with horror, while 
we consider that he trieth the very 
heart and reins, and that his eye seeth 
a&r off. All the dark and tempes- 
tuous scenes of the world cease to 
alarm and depress us, adversity loses 
her sting, and prosperity assumes new 
and more delightful charms, when we 
consider that no event takes place 
without the appointment of our Ma- 
ker." — ^White^s Sermons. 
. The celebrated Linnseus, always 
testified in his conversation, writings, 
and actions, the greatest sense of 
God's omnisdence ; yea, he was so 
itrongly impressed with the idea, that 
he wrote over the door of his library, 
"Innocui vivUe^ numen ad eetf" 
" Live innocent Grod is present." 
The ^reat Mr. Boyle had such a 



read to them. Now, if they could 
not endure to hear the words repeated 
which they had spoken during a few 
hours, how shall tney bear to have aU 
that they have . uttered through a 
long course of years brousht forth as 
evidence against them at me tribunal 
of God r 

Let me here iust drop a word to 
those who^ while they profess^ at- 
tachment to religion, only mjure it by 
their irregularity of character. I be- 
lieve nothing gives infidels a greater 
reason to suspect the reality of reli- 
gion, nothing furnishes skeptics with 
stronger arguments finr their tenets^ 
nothing males the profiine more con* 
tented m their course of impietjr, than 
when they find those who protess su- 
perior sanctity no better 4han the 
world at large. Lord Rochester told 
Bishop Burnet, that " there was no- 
thing that gave him and voanj others 
a more secret encouragement in their 
ill-ways, than that l£ose who pre- 
tended to believe lived so, that they 
could not be thought to be in earnest.'* 
O ye professors who are marked fox 
volatility of disposition and indecision 
of character, tmnk what you are do- 
ing. Let not the sacred religion of 
Jesus be wounded in the house of hu 
friends. If religion be nothing in 
your view, act honestly ; give up the 
name ; but if it be (as it surely is) 
veneration of God, and sqch a sense I divine, then let aU your powers be 



of .his presence, that he n^ver men 
tioned the name of Grod without a 
pause and visible stop in his discourse. 
How ^Ufferent the conduct of these 
illustrious men to that of many who 
live in the constant violation of the 
third command! How shocking to 
the ears of a pbus man, to hdar the 
name of God so irreverently and un- 
necessarily used as it is ! Let such 
as axe guilty of the practice leooQect 
what an awful account they . must 
give ih the great day of judgment. 
"The ctory is well known," says 
Mr. Scott) <' of the person who invi- 
ted a company of his friends that 
were accustomed to take the Lord's 
name in vain ; and contrived to luive 
«11 their discoune taken diywa, and 



employed in its defence, and your 
life one continued testimony of ito 
excellence. 

Many have mistaken the agitation 
of the passions for real religion. " We 
may easily conceive," says Dr. Sten- 
net, " how apleasing kind of sensation 
excited in the breast by a pathetic 
description of misery, particularly the 
sufferings of Christ, may be taken for 
religion. One of a compassionate 
disposition, but grossly ignorant^ pe» 
haps an Indian, hearmg for the fix«| 
time, in a Christian assembly, a stri^ 
king description of our Saviour's M 
passion, melted into tears, and, after 
the service was over, eagerly bft* 
sought the preacher to be ingenuous 
witE him, and tell him whwier Ibp 
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del he haJ reUled waa true, for he 
iKiped in Ood that inch a cruel deed 
fwuM neret have been perpetra- 
ted!" 

Such WW Mr. Hertey'8 strict jrie^, 
that beBofined no moment to goun- 
fanprored. When be wu <»lled 
down to tea, be used lo bring his 
Hebrew BiUe oi Oniek TettaoKiit 
with him; and would either spealc 
Opon one (em or upon eerenl vei- 
M, as occaMon ofleied. "This," 
mja Mr. Ronwine, "was generdlj 
an improring aeanm. The glory of 
God ia very seldom promoted at the 
tfla-table ; bnt it was at Mr. Henev'B. 
Drinking tea wiUi him was like 
heing at an ordinWe; : 
aanctified by Iha word of Ond and 
mver." 

DiKarded as religkin u, there is 
nothing so well calculated to ins{»re 



tlK mind with hope, oi possen it 
with real comfort. Sicb», power, 
or human leaniing, cannot vie with 
TitalgodlireBS. — "Itctn^d," says Hu- 
go GiDtiue, " givt all my Itaming 
and honour for tht plain inUgrity 
ilfJohn (Jricfc," who was a religious 
poor man that spent eight hours or 
bill time in jmjM, eigu in lat 
and bnt eight m mealB, sleep, 
Other necessaries. "This spiritual 
wisdom is the principal thing. 

Secretary Walsingbsni,an eminent 
ccnrtiei and atataiman in Q.ueen Eli- 
■ab^'a time, in his old age retired 

lojiriyaey, in the country. Some 



to see him, and tidd him he was 
lanoholy. "Nn"eaidhe, "lamnot 
melancholy i I am serious : and it is 
' fit 1 should be so. Ah I my friends, 

round atsnit as. God ii serious, who 
ciercisetb patience towards us. Christ 
is serious, who shed his blood for ub. 
The Holy Gfhort is serious, in atri- 
»ing agHUist the obalinacy of our 
Iwuts : the holy Sori^ures bring to 
oar ears the moat serious things in 
the woildi the holy Gacrament re- 
BSsenlB the moat serious and awlnl 



are in beavea and bell are seriotHl 
How then con we be gaj T 

By this aerioDsneaa above-men- 
tioned, we aie, howerer, not to un- 
derstand a gtoominSBi of temper, 0( 
an absolute seclusion Grom society. 
There is a happy medium which re- 
ligion teaches, " Human nature ia 
not so miserable as that we should be 
always melancholy, nor so happy as 
"""' ' — " ■"" always mer^. A 
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not Uto aa if there 
the woiidi nor, at the 
ime, as if there were no men 
Disgust with the votld should 
jrerent our asaisting the iiUia- 
of it ; and our contempt of 
Ufe should dwBjB be accompanied 
with charity tor the living," 

Religion, howevet, should be the 
grand business of life, and without it 



.. . titles, aim ejtensive riche^ 
ire aU empty things. Let ns then 
iludy bow to live to God, to know 
lurselve^ to improve out lime. Let 
IS not imagine that the finest genius, 
the greatest powers, the most con- 
summale worldly wisdooi, or any 
thing else, will be a substitute far 
realreli^on. " My heart has yearned 
(says M. Cecil) at marking a ETe<> 
man, wise in bu genetatian, akilniQy 
holding the reins of a vast enterprise, 
gra^nng wilb a mighty mind its va- 
noue rektions, and penetrating with 
an eagle's eye into — wbatl every 
thing bill HiHsBLr, A Men tpnt 
in a disordN«d world t Bavingaday 
ofsalvatipn, and thai neglected I How 
natural was the dying langoage of 
such a one, when he cried out, ' 7%e 
baltie it fought, tha battle it/mght ; 
but Iht riclory is Ulil/oT. eier f " 
" Alas I bow many celebrated ge- 
nses, how many deep philosopheia, 
low many spleodtd oonqueron, shall 
iwake in eternity from lh«r vai^ 
IreamB of glory; each wishing he 
lad been an ideot, or eien a brute, 
lut he might never have been eter- 
lally a wretch, rteponaible for taleata 
and privileges ne^ected 
—See Rev. Mr. Cecil's 
tillsd "Tba me PaUiaC" 
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SABBATH DAY. 

"The Chrutian Sabbath/' says 
Hervey, ** is an inestimable privilege 
to the Church of Christ. It is a 
pledge of God's distinguishing love. 
It is a happy mean of building us up 
in the knowledge of establishmg us 
in fidth, and preparing us for our ever- 
krtingiest." 

" The happiness of heaven (Henry 
observes^ is the constant keeping of 
a sabbatn. Heaven is called a sah- 
bathy to make those that love sab- 
baths long for heaven, and to make 
those that long for heaven love sab- 
baths." 

The Sabbath-day Was anciently 
called dies lucia^ the day of light 
Also, Regina dierum^ the Ctueen of 
Days. The primitive church had 
this day in high veneration: it was 
a great badge of theb religion : for 
when the question was askef^ " Keep- 
est thou tne Sabbath V* the answer 
was made, ** I am a Christian, and 
dare not omit the celebration of the 
Lord's day." That great man, Judge 
Hale, thus speaks of the Sabbath. — 
**I have," says he, "by long and 
sound experience, found that the due 
observance of this day, and of the du- 
ties of it, have been of singular com- 
Ibrt and advantage to me. The ob- 
flervance of this day hath ever had 
joined to it a blessing upon the rest 
of my time ; and the week that hath 
been so begun hath been blessed and 
prosperous to me ; apd^ on the other 
side, when I have IjSen negligent of 
the duties of this day, the rest of the 
week has been unsuccessful and un- 
happy to my own secular employ- 
ments ; so tnat I could easily make 
an estimate of my successes the week 
following, by the manner of my pas- 
sing of this day: and this I do not 
wnte lightly nor inconsiderately, but 
upon a long and sound observation 
and experience." 

It was the frequent and almost 
constant custom oiMr. Grimshaw to 
leave his church while the psalm was 
flinging, to see if any were absent 
from worship^ and idlmg their time in 
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the church yard, the street, or the 
ale-houses ; and many of those whom 
he so found he would drive into Uie 
church before him. **A friend of 
mine," says Mr. Newton, ** passing 
a public-house in Haworth, on a 
Lord's 6blj morning, saw several per- 
sons malung their escape out of it^ 
some jumping out of the lower win- 
dows, and some over a low wall : he 
was at first alarmed, fearing tiie house 
was on fire; but upon inquuing what 
was the cause of the commotion, he 
was told, ' that they saw the parson 
coming.' They were more afraid of 
their parson tlian a justice of peace. 
His reproofs were so authoritative 
and yet so mild and friendly, that the 
stoutest sinners could not stand be- 
fore him. 

" One Lord's day, as a man was 
passing through Haworth, on horse- 
back, nis horse lost a shoe : He ap- 
plied to a blacksmith, who told him, 
' That he could not shoe a horse on 
the Lord's day, without the minister's 
leave.' They went together to Mr. 
GWmshaw, and the man satisfying 
him that he was really in haste, going 
for a midwife, Mr. Grimshaw per- 
mitted the blacksmith to shoe the 
horse, which otherwise he would not 
have done for douMe pay. 

" He endeavoured, likewise, to sup- 
press the generally prevailing custom 
m country places, during the summer, 
of walking in the fields on a Lonl'a 
day, between the services, or in the 
evening, in companies. He not only 
bore his testimony against it from the 
pulpit, but reconnoitered the fields in 

Serson, to detect and reprove the 
elinquents. One instance of this 
kind, which shows both his care of ' 
his people, and his great ascendency 
over them, and which is ascertained 
hj the testimony of many witnesses^ 
some of whom, I believe, are still 
living, I shall relate. There was a 
spot, at some distance from the vil- 
lage, to which many young people 
continued to resort: ne luid dten 
warned them, in (lia preachiiig, 
against this custom, and, at last, at 
disguised himself one ereniiig^ that 
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he nught not be known till he was 
near enough to discover who they 
were. He then tspoke, and charged 
them not to move. He took down 
all their names with his pencil, and 
ordered them to attend him on a day 
and hoar which he appointed. They 
all jvaited upon him accordingly, as 
punctually as if they had been served 
with a judge's warrant. When they 
came, he led them into a private room, 
where, after he had formed them into 
a circle, and commanded them to 
kneel down, he kneeled down in the 
midst of them, and prayed for them 
with much earnestness for a consi- 
derable time ; and concluded the in- 
terview, when he rose up, by a close 
uid a0ectinff lecture. He never had 
occasion, anerwards, to repeat this 
friendly discipline. He entirely 
broke the custom, and the place has 
never been resorted to on a Sunday 
evening from that time to the present 
day." 

Mr. Matthew Henry was particu- 
larly observant of the Sabbath day. 
It was somewhat singular, that the 
two last Sabbaths he spent on earth, 
God should direct him to a subject 
suitable to what he had appointed, 
and was so speedily to be performed 
for him. Tnose two Sabbaths, he 
was wholly taken up with the thought 
of that eternal Sabbath, and rest, 
which the spirits of just men enjoy 
in heaven. The last Sabbath but 
one, he preached from Heb. iv. 9. 
" There remaineth, therefore, a rest 
to the people of God ;" and the last 
of all from the first verse of the same 
chapter, " Let us, therefore, fear, 
lest, a promise being left us of enter- 
ing into his rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it.'' 

It is said of the pious and learned 
Mr. Gouge, that as he forebore pro-j 
viding suppers on the eve before the 
Sabbath, tnat servants might not be 
kept up too late, so he would never 
sumr any servant to tarry at home, 
to dress any meat on the Lord's day 
for any friends, whether they were 



selves Christians, can reconcile their 
Sunday proceedings^ with their con* 
sciences, or the word of God, I know 
not ! Whatever difference of senti- 
ment there may be, as to the particu- 
lar day, it is evident, there never has 
been any abrogation of the spirit, 
meaning, or end of the law^ as to de- 
voting me seventh- port of our time 
to G(2[. What, then, will they have 
to answer for, who set apart this day 
for travelling, visiting) feasting, and 
worldly amusemei^s'2 What an aw- 
ful account many professors will have 
to give, who violate this day, by work- 
ing, posting thdr books, keeping their 
servants from public worship, and 
buying things which might easily 
have ^n olSained on the preceding 
day! Let all such remember, how 
incompatible this is with the law of 
God} and even the laws of the land. 

All persons who profane the Lord's 
day, are liable to th^ following penal- 
ties; and it were to be wished, the 
magistrates would put these laws in 
execution with the utmost strictness. 

By doing, or executing, any busi- 
ness, or work, of their ordinary call- 
ingSj on the Lord's day, or any part 
thereof, (works of necessity and cha- 
rity only excepted,) under which head 
of ordinary callings, b included sha- 
ving on SundaySy which la a most 
shameful and notorious custom. 

By the 29th Car. II. cap. 7. Per- 
sons convicted hereof, by view o£ %. 
Justice of the Peace, confession of 
the party, or witnem, are to pay five 
shillmgs, or be put in the stocks two 
hours. Licensed houses besides ybr> 
feii their licenses. 

By public crying, or exposing to 
sale, any wares, merchandise, &c. 

By the same Act, it is forfeiture of 
goods so exposed to sale. 

By idling, or wandering, in the 
time of divme service. 

By the .same Act, five shillings, or 
stocks two hours. 



mean or great, few or many. 
How many persons, who call them- J Ale-house keepers^ vintners^ inor 
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keepets, penrntting tipi^g in their 
houses. 

By Ist Jac. I. cap. 9. If convicts 
of such permissioii, are to pay IO9 ; 
anil if convicts of drunkenness, disa- 
bled to an aIe<4iouse for three years, 
by 21st Jac I, cap. 7. 

Shoemakers selling, or putting to 
sale any shoes, hoots, &c., upon the 
Sahbath-day. 

By 1st Jac. c. 22. s. 28w forfeit 3«. 
4cd, a pair, besides the value thereof. 



SCRIPTURES. 

" All scripture is given by inspi- 
Tation of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for repioo^ for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness." 

the Bible is not only the oldest, 
but the best book in the world. The 
matter, the manner, the end, the har- 
mony, the success of the Scriptures, 
together with their wonderful preser- 
vation, character of the penmen, and 
accomplishment of their predictions, 
should teach us their divine authori- 
ty. Infidels may reject, skeptics may 
doubt, and the licentious may sneer ; 
but no one who ever wished to take 
away this foundation stone, could pro- 
duce any other equal to it, on which 
the structure of a pious mind, a solid 
hope, a coirifortahle state, or wise con- 
duct, could be raised. A view of the 
heathen world, a sight of mankind at 
large, will evidently show how far the 
light of nature can carry men. Re- 
velation only is the sure word^ in the 
beautiful language of the Apostle, 
whereunto we do well to take heed as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place. 

** Read and revere the sacred page; apaee 
*' Which not the whole creation could produce, 
*"Whith not the conflagration shall destroy, 
"bi nature's ruins not one letter lost" 

Young. 

A lady of suspected chastity, and 
who was tinctured with infidel prin- 
ciples, conversing with a minister of 
the gospel, objected to the scriptures, 
on account of their obscurity, and 
Che great difiiculty of understanding 
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them. The miiartet wisely and 
smartly replied) — '^ Why^ madam^ 
wtiat can be taaiet to understand 
tfutn the seventh commandTnentf 
* Thou shalt not commit adultery V *' 

'*We had in our congregation," 
says one, "a poor aged widow^ who 
could neither read the Scriptures, nor 
live without hearing them read ; so 
much instruction and pleasure did 
she derive from the oracles of Qod^*' 
She lived in a lone place, and the fih 
mily where she lodged could not read ; 
but there was one more cottage near, 
and in it a tittle boy, a shepherd's 

, who could read ; but he, full of 
was not fond of rea^ng the 
ibie. Necessity ia the mother of in- 
vention. The old widow determined 
to rise one hour sooner in a morning, 
to spin one half^nny more^ to be ex- 
pended in hiring the shepherd's boy 
to read to her every evening a chap- 
ter, to which he readily agreed. 

Collins, the poet, it is said, traveled 
with no other book than an English 
Testament, such as children carry 
to school.' When a friend took it 
into his hand, out of curiosity, to see 
what companion a man of letters had 
chosen, " I have but one book,'' said 
Collins, **but that is the best."— . 
Happy would it be for poets, if they 
all were of the same mmd. 

The learned Salmasius said, wheix 
on his death-bed, <* O ! I have kxst a 
world of time! If one year more 
were to be added to my life, it should 
be spent in reading David's Psidiiw, 
and Paul's Epistles." 

It is not every man that chooses 
the Bible in preference to worldly 
emolnment The following in- 
stance, however, is related of John 
Wesselus, one of the most learned 
men in the 15th century. His pa- 
tron having been elected Pope, by 
the name of Sixtus IV., continued 
his favour to him, and offered him all 
kinds of preferment ; but Wesselus 
desired only one copy of the Bible, in 
Hebrew and Greei, out of the Vati- 
can library. The Pope thought this 
a very stupid request. *^ Why did 
you not," 8(iid he, "desiiB i^ mU9i 
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or some mch thing 1** <* Because I 
do not want one," replied Weasehu. 
HiB requert was ^pranted. The Bible, 
to a pioiu nund, is more to be desiied 
than the greatest riches, or the most 
elevated and oonsfncuous situations 
in the world. 

A worthy officer, not long since, 
assembled all his men in the cabin, 
and, stating the critical situation of 
his country, proposed to them the 
contribution of ten day's pay^ as a 
fiee-will offering to the necessities of 
their country. This being cheerfully 
agreed tc^ he presented each of them 
with a Bible, desiring them to peruse 
it carefully, adding, " It will instruct 
yon to fear God, nonour the King, 
and love your country." Were every 
officer to do likewise, what good 
nuffht we not expect? 

A minister meeting with some sail- 
ors, who appeared to & serious, asked 
them if there were anymore on board, 
who were of the same opinion with 
themselves 1 * < Yes, Sir,' said one of 
them, ^ there are several of us, when 
opportunity offers, moot for reading 
and prayer ; and we hone there are 
ox of us, who are truly changed, 
who were all vile sinners two years 

SOf but have been taught to love 
)d by leading the Bible." What 
an encouragement is this to distri- 
bute Bibles among sailors, as well as 
others I 

It has been supposed, that the 
Scriptures are read by the poor and 
illiterate only ; and thiat there i^ no- 
thing in them worthy the attention of 
the great, the wise, and the learned : 
hut this is a mistake. It is their pe- 
culiar excellency, tluit they are calcu- 
lated for the benefit of the most saga- 
cious philosopher, as well as the most 
humble peasant 

There is no book in the world so 
admirably adapted to the capacities 
of all men as the Bible. It is so sub- 
lime in its laoffuage^ so noble in its 
doctrine, yet ^ain in its precepts, 
and excellent in its end, that the man 
must be ignorant and depraved in- 
deed, who uvea vrithout reading it. 

Gtueen Elizabeth spent much of 



her time iiv reading the best writing* 
of her own and former ages, yet she 
by no means neglected that best of 
books, the Bible ; for proof of wMch, 
take her own words. " I walk,'' says 
she, ''many times in the pleasant 
fields of the holy Scriptures, where I 
pluck up the goodlisome herbs of sen- 
tences by pruninx^ eat them by read- 
ing, digest them by musing, and lay 
them up at length in the high seat of 
memory, by gathering them together ; 
so tha^ Iiaving tasted their sweet- 
ness, I may less perceive the bitter- 
ness of Ufe." 

Lord Rochester. — A comparison of 
the 53d chapter of Isaiah, vrith the 
account siven in the four Evanse- 
lists, of ue sufferings of Christ, be- 
came the instrument of convincing 
this witty and vricked Earl. It is 
said, that " Mr. Parsona^ in order to 
his conviction, read to him the 53d 
chapter of Isaiah, and compared it 
witn our Saviour's passion, that he 
might there see a prophecy concern- 
ing it, written many ages before it 
was done ; which the Jews, that still 
blasphemed Christ, still kept in their 
hands as a book divinely inspired. 
The Earl told Bishop Burnet, that, 
as he heard it read, he felt an inwaid 
force upon him, which did so en- 
lighten nis mindj and convince him, 
t^t he could resist it no longer ; for 
the words had an authority which did 
shoot like rays or beuns in his xmiid : 
so that he was not only convinced by 
the reasoning he had about it, which 
satisfied his understanding, but by a 
power which did so effectually con- 
strain him, that he did ever after as 
firmly believe in his Saviour, as if he 
had seen him in the clouds. He had 
it read so often to him, that he had 
got it by heart, and went through 
g|peat part of it, in discourse with the 
Bishop^ vrith a sort of heavenly plea- 
sure, giving him his reflections upon 
it"->See Burnet's Life of the Eail 
of Rochester. 

It is said of Sir Isaac Newton, that 
he did not confine himself only to 
natural religion, for he was thorough* 
ly persuaded of the truth of revda* 
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Hon. And amidgt the great variety 
of books which he had constantly 
before him, that which he studied 
with the greatest application, was 
the Bible; and he understood the 
nature and force of moral certainty, 
as Weill as he did that of ft strict tie- 
monstration. 

The famoius Selden, one of the 
most eminent philosopbsrs, and most 
learned men of his time, who had 
taken a diligent survey of antiquity, 
and what knowledge was considera- 
ble amongst Jews, Heathens, and 
Christians, and read as much, per- 
haps, as any man ever read, towards 
the end of his days declared to Arch- 
bishop Ussher, that notwithstanding 
he had been so laborious in his in- 
quiries, and curious in his collections, 
and had possessed himself of a trea- 
sure of books and manuscripts, upon 
all ancient subjects, yet he could rest 
his soul on none, save the Scriptures : 
and, above all, that passage gave him 
the most satisfaction in Titus ii. 11 
—14, " The Grace of God," &c. 

Sir Christopher Hatton, a great 
statesman, a httle before his death, 
advised his relations to be serious in 
searching after the will of God in his 
holy word; "For," said he, "it is 
deservedly accounted a piece of ex- 
cellent knowledge, to understand the 
laws of the land, and the customs of 
a man's country ; how much more to 
know the statutes of heaven, and the 
laws of eternity ; those immutable, 
and eternal laws of justice and 
righteousness! To know the will 
and pleasure of the Great Monarch 
and Universal King ! / have seen 
an end of all pe^ection^ hut thy 
comTnandment is exceeding broad. 
Whatever other knowledge a man 
may be endowed with, could he, by a 
vast and imperious mind, and a heart 
as large as the sand upon the sea 
shore, command all the knowledge 
of art and nature, of words and 
things, and yet not know the author 
of his being, and the preserver of his 
fife, his sovereign and his judge, his 
'surest refage m trouble, his best 
fnend or worst eoemy,^ tiie support 



of his life, and the hope of hbdfiatli^ 
his future happiness, and his potU(M% 
for ever, he ooth but go down to heR' 
with a great deal of wisdom." 

Mr. Locke, justly esteemed one of 
the greatest masters of reason, beings 
i^ed, a little before his dissolutbn — 
*' Wfutt was the shortest and surest 
way for a young gentleman to at-- 
tain a true knowledge qf the Chris- 
tian religion in the full and just 
extent of it ?" made this memonibU^ 
repjly, *<Let him study the holy 
scriptures, especially the JNew Testa- 
ment. Therein are contained the 
words of eternal life. It has Grod for 
its author, salvation for its end, and 
truth, without any mixture of ono]^ 
for its matter." 

In another place^ he says^ "Tim 
only way to attain a certain know- 
led^ of the Christian religion in it» 
fullextent and purity, is the study of 
the holy scriptures." 

Mr. Locke spent the last fifteen 
years of his life at Oates, in £ssex» 
at the seat of Sir Frauds Masham^ 
"During this agreeable retirement^ 
he apphed himself especially to the 
study of the holy scriptures, and em- 
ployed the last years of his life m 
hardly an^ thing else." 

Sir William Jones' opinion of tbo 
Bible, was written on the last leaf «f 
one belonging to him, in these*strong 
terms : " I have regularly and atten* 
tively read these holy scrfptares, and 
am of opinion, that this volume, ia- 
dependently of its divine origin, con- 
tains more sublimity and' beauty, 
more pure morality, more important 
history, and finer strains of poetry 
and eloquence, than can be collectecl 
from all other books, in whatever age 
or language they may have been com- 
posed. * 

The hanonrable Robert fioyle i» 
another instance. His whole lifo 
and fortune were spent in illustrating 
the beauties of the two- grand ve- 
hunes of Creation and Mevehtiofk 
He has said every thing ii> &vour of 
the Bible that hingfuage admiti of. 
He calls it ^that matchless hobk,** 
and has writtsa a whole rohine- to 
9* 
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illiutnte ito beantiefl. Nor was his 
admiration con^Ded to, mere words; 
lor he was at the charge of a transla- 
tion and impression mihe four Gros- 
pels and Acts of the Apostles into 
nie Malayan language, and this book 
he sent over all the £ast Indies. He 
was moreover at a considerable ex- 
pense for an impression of the New 
Testament in the Turkish language. 
He also spent seven hundred pounds 
in an edition of the Irish Bible, which 
he ordered to be distributed in that 
country. He contributed largely also 
to the mipreseions both of the Welch 
Bible and of the Irish Bible, for the 
uwoftheEQghlands in Scotland. He 
gave, duringnis life, 300 {pounds to- 
wards propagating the Christian reli- 
gion inAmerica. 

There is a wonderful depth in the 
scriptures: the more we study them, 
the more we shall be enamouied with 
and astonished at the beauties they 
contain. The learned Le Clerc telfs 
Ds, ihaif while he was compiling his 
Hannony, he was so struck with ad- 
miration of the excellent discourses 
of Jesus, and so inflamed ynth the 
love of his most holy doctrine, that 
he thought he but just then began 
to be acquainted with what he scarce- 
ly ever laid out of hb hands irom his 
in&ncy. 

We will conclude this article with 
the following anecdote of Oxenstein, 
Chancellor of Sweden. He was a 
person of the first quality, station, 
and ability, in his own country. — 
Being visited in his retreat frompub- 
Uc business by Commissioner Whit- 
lock, Ambassador from England to 
Gtueen Christiana^ in the conclusion 
of their discourse, he said to the am- 
bassador, — " I have seen much, and 
enjoyed much of this world, but I 
never knew how to live till now. I 
thank my eood God, who has ffiven 
me tame to Know Him, and to know 
myself. All the comfort I have, and 
which is more than the whole lyorld 
can give, is feeling the good Sjjmi of 
Qod in my heart, and reading m this 
good bodL (holding up the Bible) that 
wm from it" This enlightened 



and experienced man forther address* 
ed the ambassador as follows : — 
*' You are now in the prime of your 
age and vigour, and in great &vour 
and business ; but all this will leave 
you, and you will one day better un- 
derstand and relish what I say to 
you; and then you will find, that 
there is more wisdom, truth, comfort, 
and pleasure, in retiring and tuminff 
your heart from the world to the good 
Spirit of God, and in reading the Bi- 
ble, than in aU the courts and fovours 
of princes." "This I had, (says 
William Penn,) as near as I am able 
to remember, from the ambassador's 
own mouth, more than once. A 
veiy remarkable and edifying ac- 
count, when we consider from whom 
it came, one of the ^eatest and wisest 
men of his age, while his understand- 
ing was as sound and vigorous as 
his experience and knowl^ge were 
great."^ 

TRANSLATION OF THE SCRIP- 
TURES. 

When Clueen Elizabeth opened 
the prisons at her coming to the 
crown, one piously told her, tnat there 
were yet some good men left in the 
prison undelivered, and desired they 
might also partake of her princely 
favour; meaning the four Evan^ 
lists, and Paul, who had been demed 
to walk abroad in the English tongue, 
when her sister Mary swayed the 
sceptre. To this she answered, — 
"They should be asked whether 
they were willing to have their liber- 
ty; which soon after appearing, 
tney had, says an old divme, their 

S(U delivery; and have ever since 
d their liberty to speak to us in our 
own tongue at the assemblies of our 
public worship; yea, and to visit us 
m our private nouses also. 

Our English translation of the Bi- 
ble was mule in the time and by the 
appointment of James the First. — 
According to Fuller, the number of 
translators amounted to forty-seven. 
Every ode of the company was to 
itmnslate the whole paicel, and com- 
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fate an together. These good an4 
toamed men entered on their work 
in the springs 1607, and three years 
elapeed before the tranalation was 
finished. 

Bugenhagius assisted Luther in 
the translation of the Bible into Grer- 
man, and kept the day on which it 
was finished annually a festival with 
his friends, calling it " The Feast of 
the Translation of the Bible ;" and it 
certainly deserves a red letter more 
than half the saints in the calendar. 

Soon after Tindale's New Testa- 
ment was pubUshed, a royal procla- 
mation was issued to prohioit the 
bu3ang and reading suca translation 
or translations. But this served to 
increase the public curiosity, and to 
occasion a more careful reading of 
what was deemed so obnoxious.-r- 
One stop taken by the Bishop of 
London afforded some merriment 
to ihe Protestants. His Lordship 
thought that the best way to prevent 
these English New Testaments from 
circulation would be to buy up the 
whole impression, and theroforo em- 
ployed a Mr. Fackinffton, who se- 
cretly &voured the reformation, then 
at Antwerp, for this purpose ; -assur- 
ing him, at the same time, that cost 
what they would, he would have 
them, and burn them at Paul's Cross. 
Upon this Packington applied him- 
self to Tindale (who was then at 
Antwerp) and upon agreement the 
Bishop nad the books, Packington 
great thanks, and Tindale all the 
money. This enabled Tindale in- 
stantly to publuh a new and more 
correct edition, so that they came 
over thick and threefold into Eng- 
land ; which occasioned great ra^e 
in the disappointed Bishop and his 
popbh friends. One Constantine 
being soon after apprehended by Sir 
Thomas Mrae, and being asked 
how Tindale and others subsisted 
abroad, readily answered, " That it 
was the Bishop of London who had 
been thdr chief supporter, for he be- 
stowed a great deal of money upon 
them in the purchase of New Testa- 
rneat^ to burn themj and that upon 



that cash they had subsisted till the sale 
of the second edition waa received." 

The following incident re^pect- 
inj|r the venerable Bede is worthy 
of^remembrance. One of the last 
things he did was the translating of 
St. John's Goeiiel into £ngti£ — 
When death seized on him, one of 
his devout scholars, whom he used 
for his secretary or amanuensis, said 
to him, **My beloved master, there 
remains yet one sentence unwritten." 
" Write it then quickly," replied 
Bede ; and, summoning all his spi- 
rite together, (like the fist blaze of a 
candle going out,) he indited it, and 
expired. 

Af ark Hildesley, Bishop of Soder 
and Man, deserves to be here record- 
ed as an example of diligence and 
activity in promoting the translation 
of the holy scriptures into the Muoka 
languaffe. His whole heart was set 
upon this work, and God greatly 
blessed him in it. On Saturday, 
28th of November, 1772, he waa 
crowned with the inexpressible hap- 
piness of receiving the last part of 
the Bible Tranalatiorif so long and 
so greatly the object of his ardent 
prayers: upon which occasion, ac- 
cording to his own repeated promise, 
he very emphatically sang, Nunc, 
Damine Dimittis^ in the presence 
of his congratulating family. The 
next day, which was Advent Sunday, 
he officiated in his own chapel, and 
preached on the uncertainty of hu- 
man life. In the evening he again 
called his family together, and resuiiK 
od the subject. On Uie next day he waa 
seized with a stroke of apoplexy, and 
in a few days afterwards calmly re- 
signed a valuable existence, in the 
seventy-fourth year of his age. We 
ought to be particularly thankful to 
Qod when he spares the lives of hia 
servanto to finish those works which 
are of such importance and utility to 
mankind. 

8LEEFINO AND INATTENTION 
IN THE HOUSjB-OF OOP. 
We may well ask whether such an 
incionsietency was ever 8i^B.i& a Far 
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gan temple m a Mahemetan moeqne. 
"He who sleeps in a place of wor- 
Bhin," Bays one, " is as though he 
haa been brought in for a corpse, and 
the preacher was preaching at his 
liineral." Upon this subject I can- 
not help tnaiscribin|[ what has been 
written by an eminent author. — 
"Constant sleepers," says he, "are 
public noisances, and <leserve to be 
whipped out of a religious assembly, 
to wnich they are a constant dis- 
grace. There are some who have 
regtdarly attended a place of worship 
for seven years, twice a->day, and yet 
have not heard one whole sermon in 
all the time. These dreamen are a 
constant distress to their preachers. 
In regard to their healthy would any 
but a stupid man choose such a place 
to sleep ml In respect to their eha- 
raeter^ what can be said for him, who 
in his sleep makes mouths and wry 
faces, and exhibits strange postures ; 
and sometknes snorts, starts^ and 
talks in his sleep 7 Where is his 
prudence^ when he gives occasion to 
malicious persons to suspect him of 
gluttony, drunkenness, laziness, and 
other usual causes of deeping in the 
day time. Where is his breedifig 7 
He ought to respect the company : 
what an offensive rudeness to sit 
down and sleep before them ! Above 
all, where is nis piety and fear of 
God!" 

" Where is your respect for your 
minister t" says another. "For 
■iz days he labours, and on the se- 
¥enth he brings into the pulpit what 
he has in secret prepared. Unhappy 
man ! Thy hearen tell thee to thy 
fice, that thy tabours for a week are 
not worthy their attention for an 
hour. Oh ! how often has it been, 
that, when the foithful zealous man 
oTGod has had his heart warm with 
his subject, and has fondly thought 
each attendant's feelings were in 
unison with his own, that by your 
indecent yawning, your filthy snor- 
ing, or repeated nodding before his 
eyes, his pleasovs hatk yielded to sur- 
prise, his surprise to grie^ and his 
grief to disooacagement^ until he hjU 



not possessed sufficient fortitude to 
close the sentence he had begun ; and 
a season which promised universBl 
delight beoemes, through your indo- 
lence, tormenting to the preacher, 
and unprofitable to attentive nearers." 

As Mr. NicoU, of Exeter, was 
once preaching, he saw several of (he 
aldeimen asleep, uid thereupo(n sat 
down. Upon his silence, and the 
noise that presently arose in the 
church, they aw(^e, and stood up 
with the rest ; upon which he arose, 
and said, " T^^e Sermon U not yet 
done; but now you are avake^ I 
hope you will hearken more dUigent- 
lyt" and then went on. 

Aylmer, Bishop of London, in 
1580, took a Hebrew Bible out of his 
pocket, and began to read it.' This 
immediately awakened his hearers, 
who looked up to him, ama2ed,that he 
should entertain them so unprofita- 
bly ; when, finding Uiey were awake 
and very attentive, he proceeded in 
his sermon, after admonishing Aem 
how much it reflected on their good 
sense, thatjin matters of mere novelty, 
and when they understood not a woitl^ 
they should listen so heedfuUy, and 
yet be 80 regardless of points of the 
utmost importance. 

It is said that Dr. South, one of 
the chaplains of Charles the Second^ 
preaching on a certain day before 
the court, which was composed of the 
most profligate and disapated men in 
the nation, perceived, in the middle 
of his discourse, that sleep had ge- 
nerally taken possession or his hear^ 
ers. The doctor immediately stop- 
ped short, and, changing his tone of 
voice, called out to Lord Lauderdale 
three times. His Lordi^p standing 
up, " My Lord," says South, with 
great composure, " I am sorry to in- 
terrupt your repose, but I must beg 
of you that you will not snore quite 
so loud, lest you awaken his Ma- 
jesty.»» 

It is related of Dr. Young, thal^ as 
he was preachine in his turn at St. 
James's, he plaimy perceived it was 
out of Ms power to command the at- 
tention of Ub audience. Thia se «& 
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fected the feeling^ of the preacher, 
that he sat back in the pulpit, and 
boiBtinto team. — And of Bishop Ab- 
bot it is said, that once, on such an 
occasion, he took out his Testament, 
and read Greek. 

The Bishop of Massilon, in the 
first sermon he ever preached, found 
the whole audience, upon his getting 
into the pulpit, in a disposition no 
way favourable to his intentions. 
Their nods, whispers, or drowsy be- 
haviour, showed nim that there was 
no great profit to be expected from 
his sowing in a soil so improper. 
However, he soon changed the dis- 
position of his audience by his man- 
ner of beginning. "If," says he, "a 
cause the most unportant that could 
be conceived were to be tried at the 
bar before qualified iudges ; if this 
cause intere^ed ourselves in particu- 
lar; if the eyes of the whole kmsdom 
were fixed upon the event; if the 
most eminent coimsel were employed 
on both sides ; and if we had heard 
from our infancy of this yet undeter* 
mined trial, would you not 9II sit with 
due attention, and warm expectation, 
to the pleadings on each side 1 Would 
not all your hopes and fears be hing- 
ed on the final decision 7 And yet, 
let me tell you, you have this moment 
a cause where not one natbn, but all 
the worid, are spectators: tried not 
before a fiillible tribunal, but the aw- 
fid throne of heaven ; where not your 
temporal and transitory interests are 
the subject of debate, but your eternal 
happiness or misery ; where the cause 
is still undetermined, but, perhaps, 
the very nu>ment I am speaking, may 
fix the irrevocable decree that shall 
last for ever ; and yet, notwithstand- 
ing all this, you can hardly sit with 
patience to hear the tidings of your 
own ralvation. I plead the cause of 
heaven, and yet I am scarcely attend- 
ed to.'* What an admirable address ! 
O ye sleepy hearers, read it and xe- 
fann. 



SLANDER. 

While in the present .state, we 
moft prepare finr«pd expect the at- 



tacks of slander and malevolence. Jt 
we are ever so poor and obscure, thi0 
tongue of calumny will find us out : 
or ever so wise and conspicuous, the 
spirit of invective will assault us. 
" Cherish good humour, (says one^) 
paint pleasure in your face,endeavour 
by your pleasing deportment to com- 
municate happiness to all about you i 
be, if I may speak so, the life and soul 
of society ; and it will be said you are 
not solid; you have the unworthy 
ambition of becoming the amusement 
of mankind. Put on an austere air ; 
engrave on your countenance, if I 
may speak thus, the great truths that 
fill your soul ; and you will be taxed 
with Pharisaism and hypocrisy; it 
will be said that you put on a latt out^ 
side to render yourself venersable ; bui 
that under all this appearance very 
likely you conceal an impious, irre- 
ligious heart. Take a middle way ; 
regulate your conduct by times and 
places ; weep with them tliat weep^ 
and rejoice with them that rejoice; 
and you will be accused of lufcewarm* 
nosfl. Pick 3rour company, confine 
yourself to a small circle, make it a 
law to speak freely only to a few se- 
lect fidends, who will bear with your 
weaknesses, and who know your good 
qualities ; and you will be accusra of 
pride and arrogance : it will be said 
that you think the rest of mankind 
unworthy of your company ; and that 
you pretend wisdom and taste are ex- 
cluded from all societies, except such 
as you deign to frequent. Go every 
where, and, in a spirit of the utmost 
condescension, converse with every 
individual of mankind ; and it will be 
said that you are unsteady ; a city, a 

f)rovince cannot satisfy you; jou 
ay all the universe under contribu- 
tion, and oblige the whole world to 
try to satiate your unl^unded love of 
pleasure." 

A Persian soldier, who was heard 
reviling Alexander the Great, was 
well admaonished by his ofiScer ; " iSCr, 
you are paid to ^hi against Alex^ 
andeVf and not to rail at himJ* May 
we n[ot say of mankind at laiee, 
that they aie bound to pm^ m 
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theit enemies, and not to rail at 
them'? 

Among the Romans there was 
a hw, that if any servant who had 
been set free slandered his former 
master, the master might bring him 
into bondage again, and take from 
him all the favours he had bestowed 
on him. 

Augustine had a distich written on 
his table, which intimated, that who- 
ever attacked the character of the 
absent were to be excluded. Such a 
distich, in modem times, I think, 
would be very serviceable. 

When any one was speaking ill of 
another, in the presence of Peter the 
Great, he at first listened to him at- 
tentively, and then interrupted him. 
** Is there not," said he, '" a feir side 
also to the character of the person of 
whom yon are speaking 7 Come, tell 
me what good qualities you have re- 
marked about him." One would 
think this monarch had learnt that 
precept — ** Speak not evil one of an- 
other." 

The &mons Bberhaave vras one 
not easily moved by detraction. He 
used to say, " The sparks of calum- 
ny will be presently extinct of them- 
selves, unless you blow them." It 
was a good remark of another, that 
*' the malice of ill tonj^ues cast upon 
a good man is only I&e a mouthful 
of smoke blown upon a diamond, 
which, though it clouds its beauty for 
the present, yet it is easily rubbed off, 
and the gem restored, witn little trou- 
ble to its owner." 

The late Rev. Mr. Pearce, of Bir- 
mingham, was a man of an excellent 
spirit. It was a rule with him to 
discourage all evil speaking; nor 
would he approve of just censure, 
unless some good and necess^^Y end 
were to be answered by it. Two of 
his distant friends being at his house 
together, one of them, during the 
absence of the other, suggested some- 
thing to his disadvantage. He put 
'^ a stop to the conversation by answer- 
ing, " He is here : take him aside, 
and tell him of it by himself: you 
may dA him good." 



6TtJDY. 

Wbil£ some are lost in dissipation 
and thoughtlessness, there are others 
whose minds ^e absorbed in diligent 
and laborious study. And, indeed, 
he who has no taste for intellectual 
pleasures, seems to be but a small 
remove from the animal tribes. He 
who cannot bear thinking, or at least 
has no di8i)osition for investigation, 
but takes things merely from the re- 
port of others, or as they are imposed 
upon him by custom or prejudice, is 
a mere slave, and hardly can be wise. 
It is a remark, worthy of attention, 
that " Thinking has been one of the 
least exerted 'privileges of cultivated 
humanity." It must be confessed 
there is too much truth in the obser- 
vation. That all men think, is not 
denied; but, alas! few think with 
propriety, few bend their thoughts 
to right objects, few divest them- 
selves of the shackles of ignorance 
and custom : to be, however, intelli- 
gent^ to be candid, to be useful, a 
man should give himself to applica- 
tion. In a word, he who would be 
hc^py in himself, respectable in soci- 
ety, and a blessing to ,the world, 
should industriously persevere in the 
study of those subjects which ate 
calculated to enlarge the mind, meli- 
orate the disposition, and promote 
the best interests of mankina. .^ 

Instances qf intense Study, <f^. 

Demosthenes' ap^cation to study 
was surprising. To be the more 
removed from noise, and less subject 
to distraction, he caused a small 
chamber to be made for him under, 
ground, in which he shut himself up 
sometime for whole months, shaving 
on purpose half his head and face, 
that he might not be in a condition 
to go abroad. It was there, by the 
light of a small lamp, he composed 
his admirable orations, which were 
said, by those who envied him, to 
smell of the oil, to imply that they 
were too elaborate. "It is plain," 
replied he, " your's did not cost you 
so much troiAJe;" He rose very 
aarfy in 1^ menung, and used lo 



RELI0I0V8, MORAL, AND 



107 



my, that "he was florry when any 
workman was at his business before 
him." He copied Thucydides' His- 
tory eight times, with his own hand, 
in order to render the style of that 
great man familiar to him. 

Adrian Tumebus, on illustrious 
French critic, was indefatigable in his 
application to study, insomuch that 
it was said of him, as it was of Bu- 
dflBus, that he spent some hours in 
study even on the day he was mar- 
lied. 

Frederick Morel had so strong an 
attachment to study, that, when he 
was informed of his wife's being at 
the point of death, he would not lay 
down his pen tiU he had finished 
what he was upon ; and when she 
was dead, as she was before they 
oould prevail upon him to stir, he was 
only heard to reply " coldly, "lam 
very sorry ; she was a good woman.** 
Sir Isaac Newton, it is said, when 
he had any mathematical problems 
or solutions in his mind, would never 
quit the subjctct on any account. 
Dinner has been often three hours 
ready for him before he could be 
brought to table. His man often 
said of him, that, when he has been 
getting up of a morning, he has 
sometunes be^n to dress, and with 
one leg in his breeches sat down 
again on the bed, where he has re- 
mained for hours before he has got 
his clothes on. 

Mr. Abraham Sharp, the astrono- 
mer, through his love of study, 
was very irregular as to his meals, 
which he frequently took in the 
following manner: a littie square 
hole, something like a window, made 
a communication between the room 
where he usually studied and another 
chamber in the house where a ser- 
vant could enter; and before this 
hole he had contrived a sliding-board ; 
the servant always placed his victuals 
in this hole, vnt;hout speaking a 
. word, or making the least noise ; and 
when he had a little leisure ho visit- 
ed {lis cupboard, to sec what it con- 
tained to satisfy his hunger or thirst. 
But it often happened th^t the brea]^- 



fast, the dinner, and the supper re- 
niainod untouched by him wnen the 
servant went to remove what was 
left; so deeply was he sometimes en- 
gagcil in his calculations and solemn 
musings. It is related, that, at one 
time, after his provisions had been 
neglected for a long season, his fami- 
ly being uneasy, resolved to break in 
upon his retirement ; he complained, 
but with great mildness, that they 
had disconcerted his thoughts in a 
chain of calculations which had cost 
him intense application for three days 
successively. On an old oak table, 
where, for a long course of years, he 
used to write, cavities might easily be 

Eerceived, worn by the perpetual rub- 
ing of his arms and elbovra. 

Such has been the pleasure arising 
from reading and stuay, that even the 
full prospect of death itself has not 
eradicated the love for it 

Of the famous Hooker it is related, 
that, notwithstanding his severe and 
lingering illness, he continued his 
studies to the last. He strove parti- 
cularly to finish his Ecclesiastical 
Polity, and said often to a friend who 
visited hun daily, that "he did not 
beg a long Ufe of Grod for any other 
reason, but to live to finish the threo 
remaining books of Polity ; and then, 
"Lord, tet thy servant depart in 
peace," which was his usual expres- 
sion. A few days before lus death his 
house was robbed; of which having no- 
tice he asked " are my books and writ^ 
ten papers safe T And being answer- 
ed tnat they were, " Then," said he, 
" it matters not, for no other loss can 
trouble me." 

A singular drcumstance is related 
of the illustrious Boerhaave, who 
kept feeling his pulse, the morning 
of ois death, to see whether it woula 
beat till a book he was eager to see 
was published. He read the boek, 
and said, " Now the business of li& 
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is over." 

When Gesner found his last hour 
approaching, he gave orders to be eai^ 
ricd into his study, that he might mct^^ 
death in a place which had b^en hw^n 
agreeable to him all his life. 
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T%£ progress of Old age in New 
Studies. 

Cato, at eighty yeaxB of age, 
thought proper to learn Greek} and 
Plutarch, almost as late in life, La- 
tin. 

Henry Spelman, haying neglected 
the sciences in his youth, cultivated 
them at fifty years^ and became a 
proficient 

Fairfiix, after having been general 
of the parliamentary forces, retired 
to Oxford to take his degrees in law. 

Colbert, the fiimous French minis- 
ter, almost at sixty returned to his 
Li^n and law stumes. 

Tellier, the chancellor of France 
learnt logic merely for an amuse- 
ment, to dispute with his grand-chil- 
dren. 

Though the above instances are 
somewhat singular, yet young per- 
sons should beware of procrastma- 
tion, and not lose the present moment 
in expectation of improving the fu- 
ture. Very few are capable of mak- 
ing any proficiency under the decre- 
pitude of old age, and when they have 
been long accustomed to negligent 
habits. Grreat defects and indigest^ 
erudition have often characterised 
the oxf/iftadtify or " late learned.'' 

Singular Methods of Study. 

It is recorded of Anthony Maglia- 
bechi, that his attention was contmu- 
aUy absorbed, day and night, among 
his books. An old cloak served him 
for a gown in the day, and for bed 
clothes at night He liad one straw 
chair for his table, and another fyt his 
bed, in which he generally remained 
fix»l, in the midst of a heap of vo- 
lumes and papers, until he was over- 
powered with sleep. With all this 
intense application to reading, his 
knowledge was well estimated m the 
observation applied to him, that he 
WM a leamea man among booksel- 
lers, and a bookaeUer among the 
leanied. 

John Wilfiams, an Eng^lish prelate, 
used to study in a particular way. 
He used to allot one month to a cer- 
tain province,esteeming variety almost 
«B lefipesbing asoesntionficom labours 



at the end of which, he would take 
up some other matter, and so on till 
he came round to hb former courses. 
This method he observed, especially 
in his theolo^cal studies, and he found 
his account m it 

David Blondel, a Protestant minis- 
ter, in the 17th century, had been es- 
teemed one of those who had the 
greatest knowledge of ecclesiastical 
and civil history. He had a very 
singular way of studying : he lay on 
the ground, and had round about him 
the books which he wanted for the 
work he was about. 

Descartes used to lie in bed sixteen 
hours every day, with the curtains 
drawn, ana the windows shut He 
imagined, that in that easy and un- 
disturbed situation, he had more com* 
mand over his mind, than when it 
vras interrupted by external objects. 
And Malebranche used to meditate 
with his windows shut, as the light 
was a disturbance to him. 

Mezerai, the famous historian, used 
to study and write by candlelu[ht, 
even at noonday in summer ; and, as 
if there bad been no sun in the world, 
always waited upon his company to 
tibe dioor with a candle in his' hand. 

The famous Mr. Btindiey, when 
any extraordinary difficulty occurred 
to him, in Hoe execution of his work^ 
generally retired to bed, and has been 
known to lie there one, twa pr three 
days, till he had surmounted it He 
would then get up and execute his 
design without any drawing, or mo> 
del, for he had an extraormnary me- 
mory, and carried every thing in his 
head. 



AneedoteSf including advice to Stn-^ 
dents. 
He who would wish to make pro- 
ficiency in any science, must give 
himself to study. Knowledge is not 
to be gained by vnshing, nor aoquiied 
hy dignity and wealth. Application 
is necessary both for prince and pea- 
sant Many, in elevated situations^ 
are very desirous of the honour, but 
averse to the labour, oC inteUMtoal 
attainments. 
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Euclid was asked, one day, by 
King Ptolemaeus^ Lagus, " Whether 
there was not a shorter and easier 
way to the knowledge of geometry 
than that which he luid laid down in 
his Elements ?' He answered, that 
*' there was, indeed, no royal road to 
geometry." In the same manner, 
when Alexander wanted to learn ge- 
ometry by some easier and shorter 
method, he was told by his preceptor, 
that ''he must here be content to 
travel the same road with others ; for 
that all things of this nature were 
equally difficult to prince and people." 
We may apply this observation to 
leamins in general. If we wish to 
enjoy the sweets, we must encounter 
the difficulties of acquisition. The 
student must not be always in the 
world, or living at his ease, if he wish 
to enlarge his mind, inform his judg- 
ment, or improve his powers; he 
must read, think, remember, com- 
pare, consult, and digest, in order to 
be wise and useful. 

In respect to study, there are some 
necessary precautions to be attended 
ta both as to the body and the mind. 
Hence, a minister of the gospel used 
to ^ve this advice to young students. 
1. That they should not buy too ma- 
ny books, as that would hurt their 
pockets. ^ That they should not 
engage in any amorous pursuits, as 
that wpuld hurt the mind ; and, 3. 
That they should not sit up late at 
night, as that would injure their 
health. 

Dr. Whitaker gave the following 
three rules to Mr. Boyce, when a 
student: — 1. To study always stand- 
ing. 2. Never to study close to a 
window. 3. Never to go to bed with 
his feet cold. 

Night studies are very prejudicial 
to the constitution, and ought to be 
avoided by all who wish to prolong 
their lives, and to be useful m their 
day and generation. Thuanus tells 
us of Acidalius, that his excessive 
application to atudy, was the occasion 
of his untimely death ; and that his 
flitting up at nights,^ brought upon 
him a distemper which carried him 



off in three day^^ at the age of twen- 
ty-eight. Lord Bacon greatly im- 
pairs his constitution by this ; Her- 
ve^ and Toplady the same ; and, it is 
said of Dr. Owen, that he would 
have gladly exchanged all the leariF 
ing he had gotten by night stupes 
for the healm he had lost thereby. 
" Nocturnal studies (says Dr. Knox,) 
too long and too closely oontinuecf, 
seldom fail to injure the eyes, and, 
together with them, the whole ner- 
vous system. They who are impel- 
led by necessity to work by night and 
b^ day, must, indeed, submit with pa- 
tience to their destiny; but that he 
who is. master of his time, should 
chain himself down to a more ex- 
hausting Unl than the labour of the 
galley suive, is a species of folly ap- 
proaching to insanity. And, indeed, 
1 know of nothing more likely to 
produce madness, than intemperate 
study, with want of exercise, want of 
air, and want of sleep. It will, after- 
all, be but a poor comfort, to have 
gone through a whole library, and to 
have lost our eyes and our senses in 
the course of the laborious progress.'* 

However fond of study, thereforCi 
let the student pay some attention to 
health. It is said of Euripides, the 
tragedian, that he used to retire to a 
dark cave to compose his tragedies ; 
and of Demosthenes, the Grecian 
orator, that he chose a place for study 
where nothing could be heard or seen ; 
but, with all deference to such vene- 
rable names, we cannot help con- 
demning their taste. A man may 
surely think to as good a purpose in 
an elegant apartment, as m a cave ; 
and may have as happy conceptions 
where the all-cheenng rays of the 
sun render the air wholesome, as in 
places where they never enter. 

Charles V., during his celebrated 
solitude, sometimes cultivated the 
plants in his garden vrith. his own 
hands, and sometimes rode out in the 
neighbourhood; and often relieved 
his mind in forming curious works of 
mechanism. Descartes spent the a^ 
tcmoon in the conversation of his 
fiiendsj and in the cultivation of a 
10 
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anall garden. After having, in the 
morning, eetded the place of a pla- 
jiet, in the evening he would amuse 
himaelf widi watering a flower. — 
Barchy, in hia leisure hours, was a 
florist Balzac amused himself with 
wiating pastils. Pecresc found his 
amusements amongst his medals and 
his antiquarian curiosities. Rohault 
wander^ from shop to shop to ob- 
aerve the mechanics labour. Cardi- 
ioal de Richlieu, amongst all his great 
occupations, found a recreation in 
-violent exercise, such as jumping, 
&c. It is said of the very laborious 
Mi. Poole, that his common rule was, 
while he was engaged in writing his 
&mous SynopajH to rise about mree 
4>r four o'clock in the morning, and 
oontinue his studies till the afternoon 
was pretty &r advanced, when he 
went abroad, and spent the evening 
Mt some Mend's house, in cheerfm 
4X>nvenation. 



SUPERSTITION. 

A JUDICIOUS history of supersti- 
tion, it has been observed, woul^ be a 
curious and entertaining work, and 
would exhibit the human character in 
a remarkable point of view. The 
general features of it have been the 
same in all affes ; but it assumes cer- 
tain peculianties, according to the 
diversity of character of diiiSrent na- 
tions. It gained admission into the 
science of medicine at an early period; 
it prevailed, also^ in natural pniloso- 
phy ; and every one knows the pre- 
vaience it has had in the religious 
world. 

Simeon, a Syrian Shepherd, after 
addicting himself to the senseless 
austerities of the monkish life, passed 
thirty-seven years standing on the 
top of five pillars, of six, twelve, 
twenty-two, tnirty-six, and forty cu- 
bits high. Habit and exercise in- 
structea him to maintain his situation 
without fear or giddiness, and suc- 
cessively to assume the diflferent pos- 
tures of devotion. He sometimes 
jrayed in an erect attitude, with his 
outstretched arms in the figure of a 



cross ; but his most fiimiliar practice, 
was that of bending his meagre sko- 
leton from the forehead to the feet ; 
and a curious spectator, after num- 
bering twelve hundred and forW-four 
repetitions, at length desisted from 
the endless account. The prepress <^ 
an ulcer in his thigh, might shorten, 
but it could not disturb, this celestial 
life; for he expired without descend- 
ing from his column. 

Charles V. as an expiation for hia 
sins, gave himself discipline in secret, 
with such severity, that the whip of 
cords which he employed as the in- 
strument of his punishment was 
found, after his decease, tinged with 
his blood. Nor was he satisfied with 
these acts of mortification. The 
timorous and distrustfal solicitude 
which always accompanies supersti- 
tion, still continued to dismiiet him^ 
and unabated by all that he had done, 
prompted him to aim at something 
extraordinary, at some new and sin- 
gular act of piety^, that would display 
his zeal, and merit the favour of nea- 
ven. The act on which he fixed 
was as wild and uncommon as any 
that superstition ever suggested to a 
disordered fancy. He resolved to ce- 
lebrate his own obsequies before his 
death. He ordered his tomb to be 
erected in the chapel of thelnonastery. 
His domestics marched thither m 
funeral procession, with black tapers 
in their hands. He himself followed 
in his shroud. He was laid in his 
co&n. with much solemnity. The 
service for the dead was chanted; 
and Charles joined in the prayer 
which was oflered up for the rest of 
his soul, mingling his tears with those 
which his attendants shed, as if they 
had been celebrating a real funeral. 
The ceremony closed with sprinkling 
holy water on the coffin in the usu^ 
form ; and, all the assistants retiring 
the doors of the chapel were shut 
Then Charles rose out of the cofiSii, 
and withdrew to his apartment, fuO 
of those awful sentiments which such 
a singular solemnity was calculated 
to inspire. But either the fiitiguing 
length of the ceremony, or the im^ 
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ttfe^on whicK this image of death 
left upon his mind, affected him so 
much, that the next day he was seiz- 
ed with a fever. His feehle frame 
oould not long resist its violence ; and 
he expired soon after, aged 58 years, 
6 months, and 21 days. 

** I knew a Russian princess,^ says 
one, "who had always a large silver 
crucifix following her in a separate 
carriage,and which she usually placed 
in her bed-chatidber. When any 
^ling fortunate had happened to her 
in the course of the day, and she was 
satisfied with her admirers, she. had 
liffhted candles placed about the cru- 
^fix, and said to it m a &miliar style, 
•* See now, as you have been very 
good to day, you shall be treated well : 
you shall have candles all nighty I 
will love you; I will pray to you." 
I^ on the contrary, any thin^ occur- 
led to vex this lady, she had tne can- 
dles put out ; forbade the servants to 
pay any homage to the poor im^e ; 
^and loaded it with reproaches andre- 
vilings." Although superstition is 
generally the mark of srweak mind, 
«uch is the infirmity of human nature, 
that we may find many instances of 
It among men of the most sublime 

S^nius and most enlightened minds, 
ocrates believed that he was guided 
by a demon. Lord Bacon believed 
m witchcraft; and relates that he 
-was cured of warts b^ rubbing them 
^th a piece of lard with the skxn ont 
and then nailing it with the &t on 
the post of a chamber window facing 
the sun. Henry IV. one of the most 
Illustrious of raonarchs, wasVery un- 
easy before lus assassination on ac:- 
€0unt of some prophecies. The en- 
lightened Cudwortn defended prophe- 
cies in general, and called thoise who 
<mpoBea the belief of witchcraft by 
the name of Atheists. 



SWEARING AND PROFANITY. 
There is nothing so low, vulgar, 
and wicked, as swearing, and it is 
eurprinng tiiat men, who wish to be 
consider^ as wise and polite, should 
l)e found so much in the habit of it 
It is Jioit however, pecnltar to the in- 



ferior circles of life, but prevails 
among thegreat and honourable, scr 
called. Wise and suitable reproofir 
of this sin have, however, had a good 
efl'ect, as the following mitancw 
show : — 

Mr. John Howe being at dinner 
with some persons of &shion, a gen- 
tleman expatiated largely in praise of 
Charles I. and made some cusagree- 
able reflections upon others. Mr. 
Howe, observing that he mixed many' 
horrid oaths with his discourse, took 
the liberty to say, that, in his humble 
opinion, he had omitted one great ex- 
cellence in the character of that 
prince ; which, when the gentlemair 
pressed him to mention, and waited' 
with impatience to hear it, he told him 
this : " that he v>aa never heard to 
svoear an oath in eom/mon converaa" 
Hon." The gentleman took the re- 
proof and promised to break off the- 
practice. 

Another time he passed two per- 
sons of quality who were taUune: 
with great eagerness, and d cT 

each other repeatedly. Upon which, 
taking off his hat, he said to them, 
"I pray God save you both;" for 
which they both gave him their 
thanks. 

At the tmie when the Conformity 
Bill vras debated in Parliamept, Mr.. 
Howe nassed a noble Lord in a chair- 
in St. James's Park, who sent Yam^ 
footman to call him, desiring to speak, 
with him on this subject. In the- 
conversation speaking of the ^po* 
nents of the dissenters, ne said, " I>— n 
these wretches, for they are mad.'^ 
Mr. Howe, who was no stranger to 
the nobleman, expressed great satis* 
fection in the thought, tlutt there is. 
a Grod who governs the world, who- 
vnll finally make retribution to all 
according to their present characters;; 
" And he. my Lord, has declared, h» 
will make a difference between him. 
that Bweareth and him tiuit feaieth. 
an oath." The nobleman was struck, 
with the hint, and said, ** I thank youy 
Sir^ for your freedom. Itake your^ 
meanings and shall endeavour tck 
TnakeagooduaeqfUJ* MiiHoviii 
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leplied, ''My lord, I have more rea- 
son to thank your lordship for saving 
me the most difficult part of a dis- 
course, which is the application." 

An Elector of Colosne (who was 
likewise an Archhishop^ one day 
■wearing pro&nely, askea a peasant, 
who seemed to wonder, what he was 
so surprised atl " To hear an arch- 
bishop swear," answered the peasant, 
" I swear," replied the elector, " not 
as an archbishop, but as a prince." 
" But, my lord," said the peasant, 
"when tne prince goes to the devil, 
what will become of the archbishop 7" 

Prince Henry, son of Kins James 
I. being at a hunting match, the stag, 
almost spent, crossed a road where a 
butcher was jessing with his dog. 
The stag was mstantly killed by the 
iog ; at which the huntsmen were 
greatly offended, and endeavoured to 
irritate the prince against the butcher. 
But his highness answered coolly, 
"What, if the butcher's d^r killed 
the staff, how could the butcher help 
it 7" Tney replied, that, if some prin- 
ces had been so served^ they would 
have sworn dreadfully. "Away^" 
cried the prince ; " all the pleasure m 
the worla is not worth an oath." 

As Mr. Romaine was one day 
walking in the street with another 
gentleman, he heard a poor man call 
upon Gfod to damn him. Mr. R. 
stopped, took out half-a-crown, and 
presenting it, said, "My friend, I 
will give vou this if you will repeat 
that oath.^' The man started : "What ! 
Sir," said he, "do you think I will 
damn my soul for half-a-crown?" 
Mr. R. answered, "As you did it 
just now for nothing, I could not sup- 
pose, you would rerase to do it for a 
reward 1" The poor creature, struck 
with this reproof as Mr. R. intended 
he should be, replied, " Grod bless and 
reward you. Sir, whoever you are. I 
believe you have saved my soul: I 
hope I shall never swear again while 
Ihve." 

The late Dr. Gifford. as he was 
«nce showing the British Museum to 
utraogers, was very much vexed by 
tb« prp&oe ooinyexsation of a young 



gentleman who was present. The 
doctor, taking an ancient copy of the 
Septuagint, and shovnng it to him, 
" O I" said the gentleman, " I can 
read this." " WeU," said the doctor, 
"read that passafe," pointing to the 
Third CommanaT Here the gentle- 
man was so struck, that he imme' 
diately desisted from swearing. 

Swearing, we find, is prohibited by 
the law of the land,as well as by the law 
of God. By the I9th G. II. c. 21, s. 1,4, 
6,7, if any person shall profanely curse 
or swear, and be thereof conidcted, on 
the oath of one witness, before one 
Justice of the Peace, or by confess^ 
ion ; every person so offending shall 
fi)rfeit as followeth, viz. Every day- 
labourer, common soldier, sailor, or 
seaman. Is. and every other person 
under the degree of a gentleman, 28. 
and every person of or above the degree 
of a gentleman, 5s. And if he shall, 
after conviction, offend a second time, 
he shall forfeit double ; and for every 
other offence, after a second convic- 
tion, treble. And if he do not imme- 
diately pay down the sum so forfeited^ 
he shall be sent to the house of cor- 
rection. And if any Justice or Mayor 
shall wilfully and wittingly omit the 
I)erformance of his duty in the execu- 
tion of this Act, he shall forfeit &21 
And if any constable or other peace^ 
officer shall omit the performance of 
his duty in the execution of this Act, 
he shall forfeit 408. 



TACfTURNITY, 

"He who knows not how to be 
silent, knows not how to speak," said 
Pittacus, "and he that hath know- 
ledge, spareth his words„" said Solo- 
mon; that is, "He will be few of his 
words, as being afraid of speaking 
amiss. He that hath knowledgie, 
and aims to do good with it, is care- 
fpl, when he dcm speak, to sp|eak to 
the purpose, and, therefore, saith lit- 
tle, that he may take time to delibe- 
rate upon it. He spares his wordfl^ 
because they are better spared than 
Ul-soent" [Henry.] 

An ancient henmt| after he liaa 
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Jteaid the firat yerae of the 39th 
Psalni, "IwiOtakeheedtomjways, 
that I offend not with my tongue,'' 
lefuaed to hear the second, saying, 
''the first was lesson sufficient for 
him.'' The reader of this verse to 
him, asked him, many years after, 
''whether he had learned to reduce 
this lesson to practice?" — "Nine- 
teen years," replied the hennit, 
'*have I been trying, and have hard- 
ly attained the practice." In order 
to speak well, we must speak but lit- 
tle, remembering always the maxim 
of St James, — " If any man seem to 
be religious, and bridleth not his 
toi^e, this man's religion is vain." 

Plutarch says of Epaminondas, 
that no mui knew more, and spake 
less than he did. 

He was a wise philosopher who 
k>und his scholars to a silence of five 
years, that they might not use their 
tongues till they knew how to govern 
them, nor speak till they had some- 
thins to say. 

Addison, who could vitiie so agree- 
ably on all subjects, is well known to 
have been g}yeh to taciturnity ; and 
Dr. JohD8<)n, vnth all his brilliant 
snd DMSterly powers, could not be 
said to possess companionable agre- 
iTtent. 

**- It is astonisfaingi" says Pavilion, 
''that among the numerous rules for 
teaching men to speak, there have 
been none hitherto laid down for 
teaching them to be silent. Yet this 
certainly requires most skHl; since 
we are prompted by nature to speak, 
while silence is a species of restraint. 
How many are great talkers — or 
great orators, if that sounds better, 
compared with the silent ? We have 
the art of sayhig much on- a little, 
whereas we mo^ want the art of 
■ayins much in a little. What is 
rhetoric, with all its- boasted' figures? 
An ignorant woman, agitated by 
strong passions, is as- energetic- as 
Cicero. It is true that she does not, 
like Cicero, know the names of the 
several figures of speech, which her 
emotion has employed; a mighty 
Kience, tculy„after.8o Ubomofl astu- 



(h as that of rhetoric V But the art 
of silence, is quite a different affidr p 
it is not acquired by passion, but br 
vigilance and reason : and how mnc&- 
more difficult it is to comply vnth the^ 
precepts of the latter than the former^ 
need nardly be urged. 

" In ancient as well ts in modenr 
history, we every where meet with, 
orators; nothing is more common, 
than accounts of men who talked a 
great deal, and talked well ; but the* 
glorious character of a silent man has: 
only, as it appears to me, been con- 
ferred on a smgle character. He, in^ 
deed, it must be confessed, acted up' 
to i^ and was at the head of one of 
the greatest designs ever executed. I 
mean Wflliam, Prince of Orange,, 
who made sudi a formidable stand, 
against Spain, and founded the Com- 
monwealth of the United Provinces^ 
Cardinal GhranviUe, a Spanish states- 
man, well knew the importance of^ 
this person's taciturnity ; for, receiv- 
ing advice that Count Egmont and^ 
Count Horn, were both taken, he- 
asked whether ' the silent 7na%* alsoy> 
was apprehended; and, being an- 
swered m the negative, he rep&ed — 
* Ah ! then nothing is donx.' ** ' 

Howell, clerk to the most honour^ 
able Privy Councir of King Chjurles? 
the First, in his familiar Ietten%^ 
speaks thus in favour of sil^pce :- — 
""There is a saying, which carrietlr. 
no little weight vnth it, that 'Par- 
vus amor loquitur, ingens stupet :' — - 
'Small love speaks^ while great love- 
stands astonished m silence.' The* 
one keeps talking, while the other is: 
struck crumb with amazement : like^ 
deep rivers, which, to the eye of the^ 
beholder, seem to stand stil^ while? 
smaljL i^hillow rivulets, Keep a noise ;; 
or, like empty casks, that make aw 
obstreperous- hollow sound, whicb^ 
they would not do, were they reple- 
nished, and full of substance.^*' 

A babbler, being at table wi^ m 
number of persons^, among -w^hom was» 
one of the seven sf^es ofCrreecfv ex-- 
pressed his astonishment that a mam 
so wise did not utter a single word.1 
[^l^hd Bi^e-instantly-xeplieii^ "AJboK 
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cannot hM his tongue,^* " Take 
away from the conYenaibna of the 
generality of persons, in most com- 
puiieB, their slanders against the ah- 
aent, their shallow critidsnis, their 
ignorant political opinioni^ and their 
barren witticisms asainst religion, 
Mid you will find, Uiat, on a just 
calculation, those who speak the 
most, do not say more than those who 
keep a profound silence. It is for 
tiiis reason, that a man of sense al- 
ways prefers passing even for stupid, 
by his taciturnity, to the infiunous 
talent of shining at. the expense of 
zeligion, of the laws, of men of ge- 
nius, and of ^his neighbours, to divert 
those who are felsely named great 
wits, or rejoice the hearts of men 
who .want judgment, justice, and 
humanity." 



INSTANCES OF GOOD TEMPERS 
AND FORGIVENESS. 

NoTHiNq is more^ congenial to 
Christianity, than a spirit of forgive- 
nesa Jesus Christ constantly incul- 
cated and exemplified it; and his 
followers, in proportion as they are 
like him, will manifest the same spi- 
rit. There have been Alexanders 
and Cssars, who have boasted of 
conquering the world, but, after all, 
never arrived to the honour of sway- 
ing the sceptre over themselves, but 
have continued resentful and rapa- 
cious, passionate and vicious, to the 
bst. Christianity teaches us, howe- 
ver, to repiess the rising passions, 
forgive the offending party, and to 
do good even to those who hate us. 
Happy is the man who lives under 
the influence of this spirit; for "he 
that is slow to anger, is better than 
the mighty ; and he that ruleth his 
spirit, than he that taketh a city." 

^ What great matter," said a hea- 
then, to a Christian, while he w&s 
beating him almost to death, '.' what 
great matter did Christ ever do for 
thee ?"— « Even this," said the Chris- 
tian; "that I can forsive you, though 
you use me thus cruelly." 

Sk WaUeE ftal^b, a maxk oC 



known courage and honour, bein^ 
very injuriouuy treated by a hot- 
headed raah youth, who next pro- 
ceeded to challenge him, and, on hia 
refusal, spit in his fiu», and that too 
in public, the knight, taking out his 
handkerchief with great calmness, 
made him only this reply : " Young 
man, if I could as easily wipe your 
blood from my conscience, as I can 
this injury from my jfoce, I would 
this moment take away your life.*' 
The consequence was^ that the youth, 
with a sudden and strong sense of 
his misbehaviour, fell on nis knees, 
and begged forgiveness. 

It was said of Archbishop Cran- 
mer, that the way to have him one's 
friend, was to do him an unkindness. 
Of Archbishop Ussher, also, it is said, 
that he was of so sweet a temper, 
that he never was known to do an ill 
office to any one, or to be revenged 
of any who had injured him. Of 
Mr.' Etervey, also, it is recorded, that 
he was never known to be in a pas- 
raon. Of how few can Uiis be said ! 
It would be well, however, could we 
learn to attain this victory over our-> 
selves. It would not oivty produce 
happiness in our own miii4s, but 
bear an indelible impression on the 
minds of others. " For the tempeta 
and lives of men,'' says Mr. Fuller, 
"are books £ot common people to 
read, and they will read liiem, though 
they should read nothing else." 

Such was the sweet temper and 
amiable conduct of the Rev. Philip 
Henry, (father to the celebrated com- 
mentator,) that the people gave him 
the title of " Heavenly Henry ;" and 
by this title he was commonly known 
through all the country. He used to 
observe, that in almost every quarrel 
there was a fault on both sides ; and 
that generally they were most in fault 
that were most forward and damor*^ 
ous in their complaints. To a wo- 
man who complained to him how bad 
a husband she had; and asked, (after 
a long complaint which he patiently 
heard) " wi\at would you have me toi 
do now ?" " Why, truly," he repliedi 
^^Ivould havfi you. go home^ an4 
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be a better VDife to him, and then you 
trill Jind that he will be a better 
husband to you." Labouring to per- 
suade one to forgive an injury that 
was done him, he argued thus : 
"Are you not a Christian?" and 
followed that argument so cloflOi that 
it length he prevailed. 

Sir Isaac Newton's temper, it is 
said, was so equable and mild, that 
no accident could disturb it; a re- 
markable instance of which is related 
as follows : Sir Isaac had a &vourite 
little dog, which he called Diamond. 
Being one evening called out of his 
study into the next room, Diamond 
was left behind. When Sir Isaac 
returned, having been absent but a 
few minutes, he liad the mortification 
to find that Diamond had overset a 
lighted candle among some papers, 
(the nearly finished labour or many 
years,^ which soon were in flames, 
and lumost consumed to ashes. This 
loss, as Sir Isaac was then very far 
advanced in years, was irretrievable ; 
vet, without once striking the dog, 
ne only rebuked him with this excla- 
mation : " Oh, Diamond ! Diamond ! 
you little know the mischief you have 
done!" 

The famous Dr. Boerhaave was 
once asked by a friend, who admir- 
ed hb oatience under provocations, 
" Whetner he knew what it was to 



man, unfortunately kt it fi^ll, and 
broke it all to pieces. The company 
were all a little deranged from this ac- 
cident, but particulany the gentleman 
who asked to see it, and who was 
making many, apdogies for the acci- 
dent "Be under no concern, my 
dear Sir T' said the Bishop^ smiling ; 
" / think it rather a lucky omen : lee 
have hitherto had a dry season, and 
now I hope weshaU have some rain ; 
for I protest I do not remember ever 
to have seen the glass so low in my 
life:' 

The Duke of Marlborough possess- 
ed great command of temper, and 
never permitted it to be mfiled by lit- 
tle things, in which even the greats 
est men Iiave been occasbnally round 
unguarded. As he was one day rid- 
ing with Commissary Mariiot, it be- 
gan to rain, and he caUed to his servant 
for his cloak. The servant not bring- 
ing it immediately, he called for it 
again. The servant, being embar- 
rassed with the straps and buckles, 
did not come up to him. At last, it 
raining very hard, the Duke called to 
him again, and asked him what he 
was about, that he did not bring hi» 
cloak. " You maj stay. Sir, (grum- 
bles the fellow,) if it rains cats and 
dogs, till I can get at it" The Duke 
turned round to Marriot, and said, 
very coolly, " Now I would not be of 



be angry, and by what means he had that fellow's temper for all the world." 
so entirely suppressed that impetu- 'Dr. Groldsmith's impetuosity of tem- 

ous and ungovernable passion T' He — ' ' " ''^*- 

answered, with the utmost frankness 
^nd sincerity, that " he was naturally 



quick of resentment, but that he had, 
by daily -prayer and meditation, at 
length attained to this, mastery over 
Itself." 

It is related of Dr.. Hough, Bishop 
of Worcester, who was remarkable 
for the evenness of his temper, that 
haidng a good deal of company at 
his house, a gentleman present desir- 
ed his lordship to show nim a curious 
weathet-glass, which the Bishop had 
lately purchased, and which cost him 
above thirty guineas. The servant 
was accordingly ordered to bring it ; 
vbo in delivering it to the gentle- 



per vras sometimes great, but this 
was corrected by a moment's reflec- 
tion. His servants have been knovni^ 
upon this occasion, purposely to 
throw themselves in his way, that 
they might profit by it immediately 
aiter ; for he who had the good for- 
tune to be reproved was- certain of 
bdng rewardea for it 

The late Rev. Mr. Brewer, of 
Stepney, was a man remarkable for a 
peaceful temper. He had adopted 
certain maxims, by the constant oIk 
servance of which he maintained, in 
all his civil, domestic, and sacred oon- 
neyions, the utmost hanrnmy, petoe^ 
and union ; for he used to say, " Hb 
was det^fyvhesKhecauid keairi, kUnd^ 
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when he cou^ aee ; dumb, when he 
could apeak} that he extinguished 
aU the fires he oatdd, and never kin- 
died any," 

One cannot bat reflect on the great 
advantages of such a disposition. — 
Men may call it weakness and effem- 
inacy; but without it there is no 
md felicity. He who is determined 
to sacrifice every thing to his own 
passion and temper, and will never 
submit in the least to anj of his fel- 
low-creatures^ will find It not only a 
barrier to his felicity, but a stain up- 
on his character. 

" Our state in this life resembles that 
of passengers in a crowded street : 
every one, pursuing the way in which 
business or pleasure leads him, meets 
with obstacles and interruptions firom 
others bent upon the same errand. 
If all resolve to keep their road direct- 
ly onward, without the least atten- 
tion to others, neither yielding a lit- 
tle to let them pass, nor regulating 
their steps and motions in some cor- 
respondence with those of the rest, 
umversal confusion must ensue, and 
none will be able to advance with 
tolerable speed. Whereas, if every 
one attends a little to the accommo- 
dation of his neighbour as well as his 
own, and compues with such rules 
as are laid down for &e general ad- 
vantage, all may proceed with rea- 
sonabte c<mvenience and expedition. 
In the march of life, no one's path 
lies so clear as not in some degree to 
CKMB another's ; and if each oe de- 
termined, withunjieldinestiudiness, 
to keep his own hne, it is impossible 
but he must both give and receive 
many a rude shock." 

TEJOPBRANCF. 

Temperance has been called* the 
best physic. It is certainly condu- 
cive to health, and net only »9, but 
to cheerfulness likewise. As intem- 
perance clogs the body, wastes the 
property, and stupifies the mind, so 
temperance is fruitful of a variety of 
blessiiip and comforts unknown to 
the vohiptuous. 

It ii aaidof J^oggmtf, tbat^ ineetr 



ing a young man who was eoing to a? 
fetuit, ne took him up in the street,, 
and carried him home to his friends^ 
as one who was running into immi- 
nent danger, had he not prevented- 
him. 

"What would that philosopher 
have said, had he been present (says 
Addison) at the gluttony of a moid- 
em m^7 Would not he have 
thought the master of a fiunily mad, 
and nave begged his servants to have 
tied down his nands, had he seen him 
devour fowl, fish, and flesh ; swallow 
oil and vinegar, wine and spices; 
throw down salads of twenty differ- 
ent herbs, sauces of an hundred in- 
gredients, con&ctions and fruits of 
numberless sweets and flavour 7 — 
What counter-ferments must such a 
medley of intemperance produce in 
the body ! For my part, when I be- 
hold a feshionable table set out in all 
its magnificence, I fancy that I seer 
gouts and dropsies, fevers and lethar- 
gies, with other innumerable distem- 
Sers, lying in ambuscade among the^ 
isbes." 

Lewis Comaro, a Venetian of no- 
ble extraction, was memorable for. 
having lived healthful and active to^ 
above 100 years of age, by a rigid 
course of temperance. In his youth 
he was of a weak constitution, and^ 
by irregular ihdurgence, redUced him- 
self at about forty years of age,^ too 
the brink of the grave, under a com- ' 
plfcation of disoroers ; at which ex- 
tremity he was told, that he had no 
other chance of his life, but by be- 
coming sober and temperate. Being- 
wise enough to adopt this wholesome 
counsel, he reduced himself to a regi- 
men, of which there are very few ex- 
amples. He allowed himself no more 
than twelve ounces of food and" four- 
teen ounces of liquor each dhy, which 
became so habituaFto hiin, that when, 
he was about seventy years old, the' 
experiment of adding two ounces to^ 
each, by the advice of his friends,, 
had like to liave proved fatal to him^ 
At eighty-three ne wrote a treatise,., 
which has been translated into Eng- 
lish,, and often jgrinted^, entitle^, 



XNTBttTAINiila AMECD0TK4. 



iir 



^VSuie &nd eeitain Metl^ods of at* 
tainini a loiig and healthful Life ;*' 
in which he relates hb own. story, 
and extols temperance to a degree of 
enthusiasm. At len^h, the jolk of 
an egg hecame suffiaent for a meal, 
and sometimes for two, until he died 
with much ease and composure. 

*'A knkht of my acquaintance," 
Bays Dr. Cotton Mather, " visiting 
the fiunous Dr. Lower in hb last sick- 
ness, asked him for the best ad' 
vice he could give him, how to pre* 
aerve Ms health and prolong his life 1 
The Doctor only answered him, " Do 
not eat too much." After some other 
discourse, the knight, not imagining 
that the Doctor had thorougluy an- 
swered his inquiry, repeated it. The 
Doctor thereupon only repeated his 
answer, " 'Why, did 1 not tell you, do 
not eat too much V and fiirther said 
not. 

Sir Theodore Mayem,on his death- 
bed, gave this advice to a noble friend 
that asked bis counsel for the preser- 
vatbn of health — " Be moderate in 
your 'diet, use much exercise and lit- 
tlephysic" 

SuUy, the great statesman of 
France, kept up always at the table 
of Villebon, the irugauty to which he 
had been accustomed in early hfe in 
the army. His table connsted of a 
few dishes dressed in the plainest and 
roost simple maimer. The courtiers 
leproached him often with the sim- 
plicity of his table. He used to reply, 
m the words of an ancient, "If the 
ffuests are men of sense, there is suf- 
ficient for them ; if they are not, I 
can very well dispense with their com- 
pany." 

TIME. 
It is of the utmost consequence 
that we improve our time. " Never," 
aays one, " delay till to-morrow, what 
reason and consdence tellyou ought 
to be perfbrmed to-day. To-morrow 
is not your's, and, though you should 
live to enjoy it, you mu% not overload 
It with a burden not its own." " God 
((says another,) who is liberal and ge- 
iiaroiur in ali other gifts, teq^hes wv 



by the wise economy of his ProvH 
dence, how circumspect we ought to 
be in the right management of otiT 
time ; for he never gives us two mo^ 
ments together ; he gives us only the 
second as he takes away the Qrst, and 
keeps the third in his hands, leaving 
us m an absolute uncertainty whe- 
ther he will give it us or not." 

Grrotius used to take for his motto^ 
" Hora ruit," to put himself in con- 
tinual remembrance, that he should 
usefully employ that time which was 
flying away with extreme rapidity $ 
and yet, so great a sense had he of 
the non-improvement of it, that, with 
all Ms. learning, when he dame to die, 
he exclaimed, " I have wasted my life 
in incessant toil, and have done 
nothing." 

Dr. Cotton Mather was so careful 
to redeem his time, that to prevent 
the tediousness of visits, he wrote 
over his study door, in capital letters 
— " BE SHORT." 

Mr. Henry Jessey, a nonconform- 
ist minister, had the following motto 
put over his study door : 

Amiee iinisquis hue ader^ 
Autagito paudiraut abf, 
Aut me laborantem ad^uvsL 



" Whatever Mend comes hither. 

Despatch in brief, or go. 

Or help me busied too.'' H. J. 

Titus, the Roman Emperor^ 
throughout the course of his whole 
life, c^led himself to an account every 
night for the actions of the past day 3 
and, as often as he found he had shp* 
ped any one day without doing good, 
he entered upon his diary this memo- 
rial, '< Perdidi diem ;'' I have lost a 
day, Thus may every man say, who 
simers a day to pass without doing 
something for God, for his soul, or 
for his feflow-creatures. 

" Take care of the pence, for the 
pounds will take care of themselves," 
was a very just and sensible reflect 
tion of old Mr. Loundes, the &mou4 
Secretary of the Treasury under 
William III., Anne, apd George I, 
" I therefore recommend to you," sayi( 
an author, " to take care of minutes, 
fox h9Pi9 ^iU Me care of ti^^nw^v^ 
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Be doing something or other all day 
long, aim not neglect half houn and 
quarten of houiiB^ which, at the year's 
end, amount to a great sum." 

**An Italian phuoeopher," says Dr. 
Johnson, "expressed in his motto,' 
that time waa hia estate ; an estate, 
indeed, which will produce nothing 
without cultivation, but will always 
abundantly repay the labours of in- 
>duBtiy, and satisfy the most exten- 
sive desires, if no part of it be suflered 
to be wasted by negligence, to be 
overrun with noxious plants, or laid 
4yut for show rather than for use." 

•• VANITY OF THE WORLD. 
"* "There are few people in the 
^word," says Saurin, "wno do not 
Ibrm in their minds agreeable plans 
of happiness, made up o^ future flat- 
tering prospects, which have no foun- 
dation except in their own fiincies. 
The disposition of mind, which is 
«o general among mankind, ' is also 
t>ne of the principal causes of their 
immoderate desire to live. Some have 
^estioned whether any mortal were 
ever so happy as to choose to live his 
fife over again, on condition of pass- 
Inff throuffh all the events through 
wmch he had gone from his birth to 
bis last hour. Without investigating 
this problem, I venture to affirm, that 
mankind would be much less attached 
to the world, if they did not flatter 
themselves with the hope of enjoying 
more plqisuietiian they had hitherto 
experienced. A child fkncies, that, 
as soon as he arxlves at a certain sta- 
ture, he 8^1 enjoy more pleasure 
tiian he had enjoyed m his chudbood ; 
and this is pardonable in a child. The 
youth persuades himself that men, 
who are what they call settled in the 
world, axe incomparably more happy 
than young people can be at his age. 
While we think ourselves condemn- 
ed to live single, solitude seems in- 
tolerable; and when we have asso- 
ciated ourselves with others, we re- 
gret the happy days we epent in the 
tranquillity of solitude. Thus we go 
on. fipm fancy to fiuu;?, and from one 
^UmBia to anotbmr, till defttb Arrives^ 



subverts all our imi^ary pmjbcts of 
happiness, and makes us Know, by 
our own experience, what the expen^ 
ence of others might have fully taught 
us long before, t^ is, that the wholer 
world is vanity; that every state^ 
all ages, and all conditions, have in^ 
conveniences peculiar to themselveSi 
and one whicn is common to them 
all ; I mean, a character of dispro^ 
portion to our hearts; so that, by 
changing our situation, we often do 
no more than change our kind of 
infelicity." 

Nicholas Break8pear,who on his ad- 
vancement to the popedom, assumed 
the name of Adrian IV. was, in the 
early part of his life, reduced to the 
necessity of submitting to servile of- 
fices for bread. He stumed in France, 
where, though he laboured under the 

Sressures ofpoverty, he made a won- 
erful progress in learning. One 
day, on an interview with an inti- 
mate friend, he told him, "That all 
the hardships of his life were nothing 
in comparison to the Pa^ Crown ;" 
and speaking of the difficulties' and 
sorrows he had experienced, he ob- 
served, "That he had been, as it 
were, strained through the alembic of 
afllictlon." 

It was a pertinent discourse of Ci- 
neas, dissuading Pyrrbus, from un- 
dertaking a war agamst the Romans ; 
" Sir," said he, "when you have con- 
quered them, wha^ will you do next?**' 
" Then Sicily is near at hand, and 
easily to master." — "And what whea 
you have conquered Sicilyl" " Thea 
we shall pass over to Africk, and 
take Gartnage, which cannot long 
vnthstand us."— "When these are 
conquered, what will be your next 
attempt?" "Then," said Pyrrhuai 
"we will flill in upon Greece and 
Macedon, and recover what we have 
lost there."— "Well, when all are 
subdued, what fruit do you expect 
from all your victories r "Then,'*' 
said he, " we will sit down and enjoy 
ourselves."— " Sir," replied Gineas^ 
"may wq not do it now? Have you 
not already a kingdom of your own ? 
And he that cannot enjoy himadC* 
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^nth a kinffdom, cannot with the 
whole worlaT" 3Qch are the designs 
of men, and so we may answer 
thenL Most are projecting how they 
can get such an estate ; then how 
they may raise themselves to hon- 
our : and think that their advance- 
ment in both will bring them satis- 
fiustion. Alas! this will not do. 
Their desires will still run before 
them; and they may as well sit 
down content where they are^ as 
where they hope to be, 

Yetellius, an Emperor of Rome, 
was so luxurious, that at one supper 
he had upon his table two thousand 
fishes of different kinds, and seven 
tiiousand flying fowls. He was 
drawn through the streets of Rome 
with a halter about his neck, and 
was put to death. 

Dioclesian found a crown so disa- 
greeable, that he cast it ofi^ and retir- 
ed to a private life. And another 
said, from his own bitter experience, 
that if any man knew what cares 
and dangers were wrapt in a crown, 
he would not take it up if he saw it 
lie in the way before nim. *' The 
troubles of a whole nation," observes 
one, " concentre in the throne, and 
lodge themselves in the royal dia- 
dem ; so that it may be but too truly 
said of every prince, that he wears a 
crown of thorns." 

Charles Y. Emperor of G^ermany, 
King of Spain, and Lord of the 
Nemerlands, was bom at Ghent in 
the year 1500. He is said to have 
fought sixty battles, in most of which 
he was victdrious ; to have obtained 
six triumphs ; conquered four king- 
doms ; and to have added eight prin- 
cipalities to his dominions : an almost 
unparalleled instance of worldly 
prosperity and the greatness of hu- 
man glory. But all these fruits of 
his ambition, and all the honours 
that attended him, could not yield 
him true and solid satb&ction. Re- 
flecting on 4he evils and miseries 
which he had occasioned, and con- 
vinced of the emptiness of earthly 
ma^ificence, he became disgusted 
wim all the splendor that surrounded 



him, and thought it his duty to with- 
draw from it, and spend the rest of 
his days in reliffious retirement Ao- 
cordingly he vduntarily resigned all 
his dominions to his brother and sod $ 
and after taking an a^ctionate and 
last farewell of his son, and a nu- 
merous retinue of princes and nobifi- 
ty, that respectfully attended him, he 
repaired to his chosen retreat, wluch 
was situated in a vale in Spain, of 
no great extent, watered b^ a small 
brook, and surrounded with rising 
grounds covered with lofty trees. A 
deep sense of his finEul condition and 
^reat imperfectiQn ajppean to have 
mipressea hu mind m this extraor- 
dinary resolution, and through the 
remamder of his life. As soon as 
he landed in Spain, he fell j^rostrate 
on the ground, and, considermg him- 
self now as dead to the w^d, he 
kissed the earth, and said,—" Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, 
and naked I now return to thee, thou 
common mother of mankind !" 

A remarkable instance of the un- 
satisfactory nature of all worldly 
prosperity is afforded by the Empe- 
ror oeptunus Severus, " Omnia nii, 
et nihil exnidit;"^ "I have been aU 
things, ana all is of little value," 
was hb dechuation, after having 
been raised from an humble station 
to the Imperial Throne of Rome 
and the Sovereignty of the World. 

Eminence of ntuation is no proof 
of superior happiness : hence Pope 
Adrian VI. had this inscription put 
on his monument : '* Here lies Ad- 
rian the Sixth, who was never so 
unhappy in any period of his life, as 
in that m which ne was a Prince." 

I am credibly informed, says Mr. 
Orton, in his Sermons on Old Age^ 
that a person who had lately a large 
sum of moDsj left to him to distr^ 
bute in charity, had application made 
to him for a share of it from no less 
than thirty persons who had rode in 
their own coaches. 

From the above circumstances we 
may learn to moderate our desin^ 
and not to depend on any fascinating- 
situation or earthly good, however 
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allorinff: not, indeed, that we are 
to oondude that tempofal blessings 
are to be undervalued, and that ter- 
ren enjoyments are to be neglected 
altogether. " Nothing," as one ob- 
serves, " except the grossest stupidity 
and ingratitude, can render us insen- 
sible to temporal prosperity, and to 
the external means of happiness, 
when Providence thinks fit to be- 
ftow them upon us. When our cup 
overflows with blessings, and we are 
surround^ with every thing which 
can render life not only comfortable 
but delightful, shall we, because im- 
perfection is the indelible character 
of every worldly advantage, give way 
to melancholy and sorrow, or suffer 
guch gloomy discontent to suppress 
and render vain every motive to gra- 
titude and joy 1 Forbid it reason — 
Forbid it religion." Let us then at- 
tend to the golden mean, neither to 
expect a heaven in this life, nor to 
msike it a hell by our discontent, im- 
patience, and folly. Let us not de- 
pend on futuritjT, nor " overlook pre- 
sent happiness, in the idle hope that 
some future period of life will afford 
us more complete satisfaction ; thus 
bartering the enjoyment of actual 
good for the empty shadow of vain 
expectation.'' 

ANECDOTES OF TOUNO PER- 
SONS AND CHILDREN. 

" £arlt pietjr," says Henry, " it 
is to be hoped will be eminent jnety. 
Those that are good betimes, are 
Ukely to be veiy good. He [Oba- 
diahj that feared God from his youth, 
feared him greatly." 

** Sentiments of pety and virtue," 
says Mr. Bryson, "cannot be im- 
piessed too early on the human 
mind. They are the origin of res- 
pectability in society, give rehsh to 
the innocent enjoyments of this life, 
and happily prepare lor the fruition 
of oonsiunmato telidty in the life to 
come." 

It is related of a Mr. Baily, minis^ 
ter of die Groepel in New-England, 
that from a chud he knew the holy 



Scriptures, and from a child was 
wise unto salvation ; giving great 
and constant evidence of it by his 
habitual fear of Grod. There was 
one very remarkable effect of i^. 
His fether was a man of very licen- 
tious conversation. His mother one 
day took the diild, and calling the 
family together, made him pray 
with them. His father coming tou9- 
derstand how the child had prayed 
with the family, it smote his soul with 
great convictbn, and he became an 
altered man. 

A child of six yean of age, being 
introduced into company for his ex- 
traordinary abilities, was asked by a 
dignified clergyman, "Where God 
was," with the proffer of an orange. 
" Tell me (rephed the boy) where ne 
is not, and I will give jou two." 

Dr. Watts's inchnation for ]earnin|r 
made an early display of itself : it » 
reported of him tnat while he was 
very young, before he could sj^ak 

Elain, when he had any money given 
im, he would say to his mother, " A 
book, a book, bu^ a book.'' He be- 
gan to learn Latin at four years old. 
When he was about seven or eight, 
he was desired by his mother to write 
her some lines, as was the custom 
with the other boys, after the school 
hours were over, for which she used 
to reward them with a ferthing. 
The Doctor obeyed, and presents 
her with the following couplet — 

" I write not for a fiurthing, but to tiy, 
" How I your fiurtbing writers can outvie.** 

At the age of 21 or 22, he com- 
posed great part of. his Hymns. 
The following circumstance gave 
rise to his making of them : Wnile 
he was at his father's, at Southamp- 
ton, the hymns which wero sung at 
the dissenting meeting there, were so 
little to the gust of Mr. Watts, that 
he could not forbear complaining of 
them to his father. His mther bade 
him try what he could do to mend 
the matter. He did, and had such 
success in his first essay, that a se- 
cond hymn was earnestly desired of 
him, and then a thixd, and fourth, 
&c. till in process of time there was 
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—ah ft number of them as to make 
mp ft volume. 

Tlie excellent Mr. John Shower, 
when quite a child, was observed 
constantly to retire to his closet ibr 
devotion, and to return in su<^ a 
frame of mind, as indicated that he 
had been convening with heaven. 

The fiunous Mr. Joseph AUeine, 
when bat a school hoy^ was very stu- 
dious^ and was always known by 
this «hBffaoter : "The lad that will 
■otplay." 

Ecclesiastical faistoiy ftifnishes us 
with the following instance ; At 
Cssarea, in Gappkdoeia, a child 
named Cyril, in a tune of heavy per- 
flscution, called continually on the 
.name of Jesus Christ, and neither 
thvaats nor Uows coidd divert him 
fimn it Many children of his own 
•ffB persBOOted him ; and his unnatu- 
lu nther, vdio was a heathen, turned 
lum out of doom. At last tbey 
brought Ubn before the criminal 
judge, who both threatened and en- 
treated him ; but he said, "I rejoice 
to bear your reproaches: God will 
iSBoeive me ; I am glad ^t I am ex- 
pelled out of our house; I shall 
have a better mansion. I fear not 
death, because it wUl introduce me 
to a better Ufe." 

In the end he was condemned to 
. the flames, with a fuU expectation 
\ thathe would recant, and save his life ; 
but he pMsisted, saying, "Your fire 
and your sword are insignificant : I 
Ao to a better house, and more excel- 
^t riches ; despatch me pras^tly, 
that I may enjoy them.*' They did 
ao^ and he suffered maityrdom amidst 
a throng of wondering spectators. 

Emefia Geddie, of Hiltown, in 
Scotland, gave very early indications 
of an uncommon quickness of parts, 
and more uncommon seriousness and 
piety. The first thing remarked in 
her was, her disposition to make in- 
.quifies on the various objects around 
.her, and the improvement she made 
upon the answers she received. 
"Ought we not (said she) to love 
that &od who made all these things, 
40d gftve th0m tousl" She l^ «o 



early attaohnenft I0 ptayer, and aa 
extraordinary gift in H; insomndi^ 
that at four yean old she prayed in a 
society of experienced CttriMBsy Iv 
which her mother had intvodueed 
hw, to their gveat aMcnoshment and 
edification. 

A good man speaking to her onft 
day of prayer, she said, **Whaa 1 
was a chilcl, my mother taueht me to 
pray ; but now the Lorn teaches 
me." Being asked how she knew 
th^ Lord's teaching froB Uist cf her 
mother, her reply was, " The Lofd 
makes me both to rejoioe and weep; 
he makes my heart glad, end gives 
me new words.'' 

She &wtk mned a little sodfty if 
young ones like herself who met fof 
r^iffious cxeroises, and made her 
theu* president. She persevered ia 
a ooume of exfa not d inary pety tiH 
her death, which was very happy and 
religious, in her sixteenth year, l€61. 

In the Mfe of Mrs. Mary Teny 
we find the following account of her 
pious brother. He was a ehild that 
read much and thou|[ht much, and 
spent much of Ills time in walking and 
pondering by himself. He could 
never be found vdthout some good 
bodL or other in his pocket, even 
when he was but little above five years 
old. He was constant to his letire- 
msnts for secret dut^. But that 
which deserves a partieukur temarkt 
was ft concern whidi tiiis ymuig child 
had, some time before he died, for the 
spiritual welfoie <^ an aged foithful 
servant, that had been above foi^ 
years in tiie fooiily, and who by weak* 
ness vras confined to her chambei', 
having passed the seventieth year of 
her age. This little phild, when not 
eight years old, would take delight to 
be with her, and of his own accord 
discourse of the things of Qod, and 
[xray with her, in which, as that 
servant said, he would deliver bimr 
self pertinently, and in such an af- 
fecting manner, as was wonderful 
He continued thus until she diedi 
and was hereby no small help^^ 
comfort to that jpoor servant Thw 
out of the mcraths c^ babeii and sttQkf 
11 
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lings God pei&cU piause. He died 
InSifi tenth year of nis age. 

It IB said of Dr. Conyers, that he 
appeared to have had serioiia impres- 
sions from his in&ncy ; and is re- 
membered to have retired at a certain 
time from his playfellows, when only 
fi-w years ai age, and to have run 
down a lane to say his prayers. He 
was very fond of going to church 
when a little boy; and if he hap- 
pened to be at play when the bell 
tolled for any ordinary service of 
the day, no solicitation of his juve- 
nile companions could restrain his 
attendance. 

Duke Hamilton, from a child, was 

mnairkably serious, and took delight 

in reading his Bible. When he was 

about nine years old, and playinff 

about the roorn^ the Duchess told 

LadjT C. E., a relation, that she said 

to mm, '* Come, write me a few 

▼erses and 111 ffive you a crown." 

He sat down and tooK pen and pa- 

wtf and in a few minutes produced 

the following lines : 

Ab o'er Uae aea-beat shoie I took mf way, 

I met an acod man, who bid me stay ; 

** Be wise/' said he, " and mark the path you 

go ; 
This leads to heaven, and that to hell below ; 
The way to life is diflicult and steep ; 
The broad and easy leads you to the deep." 

THE ATHEIST CONVINCED. 

The famouii astronomer Atiiana- 
siuB Kireher, having an acquaint- 
ance who denied the existence of a 
Supreme Beings took the following 
in^od to convince him of his error 
upon lus own principles. Expecting 
lum upon a visit, he procured a very 
handsome globe of the starry hea- 
▼ens, which, being placed in a comer 
of the room* iui which it could not 
escape his friend's observation, the 
latter seized the first occasion to ask 
ftom whence it came, and to whom. 
It belonged. " Not to me," said* 
Kitcher, "nor was it ever made by 
any peraon^ but came here by mere 
chance." " That," replied his ske])- 
tical friend, " is absorately impossi- 
ble : you surely jest." Kjrcher, now- 
ever, seriously persisting in his aaser- 
tioB, took occasion to raaso&with hia 



friend upon his own atheistical prin- 
ciples. " You will not," said h«, 
" believe that this small body origin- 
ated in mere chance; and yet yoa 
would contend that tiioee heaveiUy 
bodies, of which it is only a foint 
and diminutive resemblance, came 
into existence without order and de- 
sign." Pursuing this chain of rear 
soning, his friend was at first con- 
founded, in the next place' convin- 
ced, and ultimately j(«ned in a cordial 
acknowledgment of the absurdity of 
denying the existence of a God. 

The following account of. the 
AiheisVs Creed drawn up by Arch- 
bii^p Tillotson, will show us how 
unreasonable, dinnteresting, and un- 
comfortable, such a system must be. 
"The atheist believes that there is 
no Gbd, nor possibly can be ; and 
consequently that the wise as well 
as unwise ra all a^ges have been mis- 
taken, except hmiself and a few 
more. He believes that either all 
the world have been frighted with an 
apparitbn of their own fiincy, .or 
that they have most unnaturally con- 
spired together to cozen themselves ; 
or that tms notion of a God is a trick 
of policy, though the greatest prin- 
ces and politicians do not at this day 
know so much, nor have done time 
out of mind. He believes either 
that the heavens and the earth, and 
all thin^ in them, had no original/ 
cause of their being, or else that th^ 
were made by chuice, and happen- 
ed, he knows not how, to be as they 
are; and that in this last shuffling 
of matter, all things have, by great 
good fortune, fisillen out as baf^y 
and as regularly, as if the greatest 
vnsdom hm contrived them ; but yet 
he is resolved to believe that there 
was no wisdoift in the contrivance of 
them. He believes that matter of it- 
self is utterly void of ail sense, un- 
derstanding, and liberty ; but, for all 
that, he is of opinion that the parts 
of matter may now and then happen 
to be so conveniently disposed as to 
have all these qualities, and most 
dexterously to pafoim all those fine 
and free operations which ths igno- 
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nnt attribute to gpirits." Such is 
^atheist'i creed, from whence we 
learn that he must be weak, credu- 
lous, and abeurd. 

Of all* piincipIeB, that of atheism 
18 the most incongruous to the nature 
of man, and the most inimkal to 
true happinen. Without the belief 
«f a God, and the hope of immor- 
tality, the miserieB of human life 
would often be insupportable. 

BIBLE TALTJED. 

What an invaluable blessing is it 
to have the Bible in our own tongue ! 
Our forefathers rejoiced when Uiey 
were first favoured with the oppor- 
tunity of reading it for themselves. 
We are told, that when Archbishop 
Oranmer's edition of the Bible was 
printed, in 1538, and fixed to a desk 
m all parochial churches, the ardour 
with which men flocked to read it 
was incredible. They who could, 
procured it ; and theywho could not, 
crowded to read it, or to hear it read 
in churches, where it was common to 
see little assonblies of mechanics 
meeting together for that purpose 
after the labour of the dnj. MBuy 
even learned to read in their old age, 
that the^ miffht have the pleasure of 
instructuif themselves from the scrip- 
tures. I^. Fox mentions two ap- 
prentices who j(»ned each his litUe 
stock, and bought a Bible, which at 
eveiT interval of leisoie they read ; 
but being afraid of their master, who 
was a zealous papist, they kept it 
imder the straw or thinr bed. 

By a law, however, in the 34th of 
Henry YIIl. it was enacted, that no 
woman, except noblewomen and 
gentlewomen, might read to them- 
selves akme, or toothers, any texts of 
the Bible, du;. nor artificers, apprenti- 
ces, journeymen, hosbandmien, nor 
laboureis, were to md the Bible or 
New Testament in English to them* 
seWes, or to any other person, pri- 
vately or openly. With what piea- 
0axe ought we to reflect on our de- 
liverance firom those times of dark- 
jiefli^ and that now we live in a land 



of Bibles, and in a tune when thej 
are circulating in almoit every part 
of the world f 

An exceedingly poor woman,, 
whose life was not very consistent, 
usend to speak against going to be ex<^ 
amined by the minister befbre ad« 
mission to the sacrament; yet at 
last, by the importunity of her hus- 
band, she was prevailed on to go. The 
minister, finding her grossfy igno- 
rant, discovered the neat danger of 
it to her with so much mildness and 
sweetneM, that she burst into teen, 
beseeching him to give her some di- 
rections in spiritual matters ; which 
accordingly he did, and withal refer- 
red her to a neighbour that might 
read to her ; and ever after shehe- 
came eminent for piety, insomuch 
that she and her nusband, bemg 
very poor, and not having any can- 
dles in the evening, she would fetch 
a handful of thatch from her house, 
and, kindling it, she would get her 
husband to make haste and read aa 
much out of the Bible as he c<Mild 
while the blaze lasted, which she 
marked diligently, and with a great 
deal of .care and joy. 

It is reoofded or our Edward VI. 
that, upon a certain occasion, a p»^ 
per which vnis called for in the coun-< 
dl chamber happened to be out of 
reach : the person concerned to pro- 
duce it took a Bible that kiy by, toad 
standing upon it, reached down thA 
paper. The king, obsmrving what 
was done, ran himself to the places 
and, taldng the Bible in his hands^ 
kissed it, and laid it up again. Thin 
drcumstance, though trifling in it- 
self showed lus majesty's great re- 
verenoe and aflection to that best of 
all books ; and whoee example is a 
striking reproof to thoae who sufifer 
their Bibles to be covered with dust 
for months together, or throw them 
about as if they were of little value^ 
or only a piece of uadees lumber. 

I have read of one, who, being i^ 
prisoner in a dark dungeon, wmq 
the light was brought to him for i^ 
little time to eat lus diet would poll 
oat his Bible, and ZMd a obit^^ 
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eaying (hat he could find his month 
in the daik, hot not road m the dark. 
Robert, King of Sicily, tbu* aaid : 
** The holv hooka are deaior to me 
thiB n^ kingdom ; and weio I uv- 
der any neeeMity of quitting one, it 
ahoHld be my uadem." &d even 
tho hattghtj^ Lewis XIY. aometimes 
read hia Bible, and conddefed it as 
the fineat of aJi books. Dr. Hanria, 
in idl hia wiU% alwaya renewed this 
ksaey : — Item, I bequeath to all my 
children, and to bw^ chiMlreB's child- 
ren^ to each of them, a Bible, wiA 
thH inscription, "None but Chiiat." 
-*A noble legacy, traiy 1 If patrents 
were to leave such a boon as this to 
all thnr children, i^ith an earnest 
re^piesk that they should eonstamlly 
read and studr^ it, it mi^lit, under 
the divine blesang, be the means of 
enriching them more than if they 
left then thoosmds of gold and ait- 
vcr. 

We are informed of Dr. Manyat, 
that after he w» soeoewhat adyan- 



under a deep aense of the eyi( of 
and his mind sadly ignorant of Gh)d*tf 
way of salyatiiMi by the rig^kteous-' 
ness of the glorious Meaoah, or be-- 
ing in the cbrk aa to his own per- 
sonal interest in it, ho was swd j 
distressed with fears that hell must 
be his portion. At that tune it wai* 
put into hb heart, t^t, if he muat 
go to heUy he would endeayour to^ 
carry with him as much of £As vford 
of GOD as possibly he could. — And 
it seems to me to have been a secret 
latent principle of the^t^ar and love 
of Grod that established him in this 
purpose. For it looks as if he deaii-> 
ed to have a supply of scripture ma^ 
terials for his mind to work upon^ 
choosinff it should ever be employed 
in reccSecting and reflecting upon 
those records, that thereby, i? possi-' 
ble, it miffht be kept from bhisphe- 
nun^ Groc^ like the rest of the spi' 
rits m the infernal wison/' 

The soeiety which has been lately 
formed fer Uie purpose of eireulatin|r 
ced in yovth, having a strong memo- the sacred scriptures through th» 
ry, be tboitt^ht it his dnty to make it British dooHnions, and other eoun-* 



a aeeret repository of the words of 
divine revelation: 

Accordingly *'he treaaared up," 
says one^ " a larger portion qf the 
Serjipturee than, perhens^ any one 
berioea^ vHkom we tnive Known, ever 
did : for these aie aome who can as* 
silre us they had the account imme- 
diately fipstm hiznseif,— that he has 
emwtHitted to memory not a few 
whole hooht^ both of the CM Testae 
mtnd and the New. When he men- 
tioned this, ho named distinctly Job, 
Peelmsy Prvurha^ Eeeleeiaatee, Jbop- 
akf and Jeremiahf with att the mi- 
nor Ptophete : and tvery one o(the 
Bpietlet likewise in the New TVs/o- 
tnelUf with ttw book of the Bevela- 
timif and thstt he might carefully 
retain the whole of what he had 
thw learnt, he deehLred, it was his 
practice t# ivpoat &eni memerUer 
once a year.^The spedal reasoai or 
nMdive wlueh he assitf ned fbr his oi- 
tflfring wpm this memod desetves a 
pniictilat notioe. Ho bmn it in 
tiio yMugtt ptft of life, wfian^ hting 



tries, whetherChristian, Mahoraeta% 
or Pagan, we trust wiil be of ineal* 
eulal£ benefit A clergyman m 
Wale% gives ui the foilowu^ into* 
resting account '' I cannot express^ 
says 1m^ "the joy I fek on receiving; 
the information of a socaety bein^ 
formed for supplying various nationa 
of the woridv^ Bibles. TheSoo. 
day Schoc^ have oecanioned mcNPa 
catti for Bibles, withm these fiv« 
years, than perhaps ever was known 
before among our poor peopto. The 
possession of a BiMe^ produces a feel- 
ing among them, wmch the p osse s- 
sion of no one thing in the worU 
besides, conld produce. In' many 
houses, they have but one Bible^ finr 
the use of a numerous femil^*, of 
coHTse^ every one cannot obtain thn 
free use of it at all vacant seasons^ 
when they might read it; and £»- 
quently the young pao]^ and the 
menial aervuBts, who are debannd 
the use of it, an the most anxionsly 
do8iiousf<» the reading of it Tha 
Ust Oxford edilioii wan hooghit vfi 
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hj them principally, in every parish 
vrere dispersed with the greatest avi- 
dity, and there was not half enough 
to answer the demand for them. I 
have seen some of them overcome 
with joy, and barst into tears of 
Ihankiuuiess, on their obtaining pos- 
sesedon of a Bible, as their own pro- 
perty, and for their £ree use. Young 
vsmales, in service, have walked thir- 
ty miles to mc^ with the only bare 
hope of obtaining a Bible each, and 
returned with more joy and thanks* 
giving than if they nad obtained 
spoils. We, who have half a doeen 
Bibles by us, and are in circumstan- 
ces to obtain as many more, know but 
little of the value those put upon onCf 
who, before, were hardly permitted to 
l6ok into a Bible once a week." 

In the year 1273, the paj of a la- 
bouring man was three halfpence per 
day. In 1274, the price of a Bible, 
with a Commentary, fairly written, 
was thirty pounds. That precbus 
volume, which may now be obtained, 
by many labourers, for one day's pay, 
would tnen have cost them moretoan 
thirteen years' labour to procure. 

It is further worthy of remark, 
that, in the year 1340, the building 
of two arches of London bridge, cost 
twenty-five pounds, five pounds less 
than the value of a Bible 1 — ^How 
Ijreat are the privileges of British 
Christians! We now enjoy the blaze 
of gospel day : the lines are fiillen to 
US m pleasant places, yea, we have a 
goodly heritage. 

The Bible the best Book, 

A society of gentlemen, most of 
whom had enjoyed a liberal educa- 
tion, and were persons of polished 
manners, but had unhappily imbibed 
infidel principles, used to assemble at 
each other's houses for the purpose of 
ridiculing tiie scriptures, and harden- 
ing one another in their un^lief. 
At last, they unanimously fonned a 
resolution solemnly to bum the Bible, 
and so to be troubled no more with a 
book which was so hostile to their 
principles, and disqmeting to their 
tomcwnoBB, The day tod upon 



arrived ; a lar^ fire was ynpKnd t 
a Bible was laid on the table, and a 
flowing bowl ready to drink its diigOL 
For the execution of their plan, they 
fixed upon a jounj^ gentknan of 
high birth, brilliant vivwaty, and ele-^ 
gance of manners. He undertook' 
the task, and, afterafewenttvenine 
glasses, amidst the applauses of ^. 
jovial compeers, he approached the 
table, took up the Bible, and ^tm 
walking leisurely forward to put^ it 
into the fire ; but, happening to ^v» 
it a look, an at once ne was seised 
with trembling ; paleness oveinaread 
his countenance, and he seemea ooik 
vuls^. He returned to the taMei 
and laying down the Bible^ said, 
with a strong asseveration, "Wtt 
will not bum that book till we get a 
better.** 

Soon after this, the same gay and 
lively young gentleman died, and, on 
his dealh-lwd, was led to true repent^ 
ance^ deriviiur unshaken hopes of for- 
giveness, and of future blessedness^ 
from that book he was once going to 
bum. He found it, indeed, the best 
book, not only for a living, but a dy«^ 
ing hour." 



BIGOTRT AND PREJUDICB. 

Nothing is more opposite to thtt 
spirit of Christianity, tnan bigotry. 
'* This,'* as one observes, " arraignfl^ 
and condemns, and executes, aU that 
do not bow down and worship thft 
ima^ of its idolatry. Possessing ex-^ 
elusive perogative, it rejects every 
other claim. How many of the dead 
has it sentenced to eternal misery, 
who will shine for ever as stars m 
the kingdom of their Father ! How 
many living characters does it repro- 
bate as enemies to the cross of Christi 
who are placing in it all their glory r 

A bigoted, « litigious Christiai^ 
if he be right in Jiis ofHuions, (which 
is much to be d<^bted,) is wrong ui 
his wa^ of defending them : he keeps 
a doctrine, and bre^s a cominand- 
ment." 

WoUastoB, the learned author of 
1 the Rehffioii of Kature Delineated, 

11* 
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« bigot, "How many 
he thouffht thei» muht be in 
the weM 1" '' W 1^^" nidbe, " I can 
nmke no. judgment ;; I Be^er eonai- 
deied the miestioni"— — *" Do you 
Uiink,** said WoUaalon, *<theEoniay 
boa huwlredr^ ''O yea, atleafil," 
fxied thebigot.'— '* WbjT, tlien^** iepU> 
edthephilMopher, "itiaiunetj-nine 
to one tlkat yon an in the wrong." 

Few meik were more bigoted w 
fltniel thaa AicfabiBhop Land. He 
sliarpened the sniritual sword, and 
drew it aguaat aU aorta of offenders, 
intending that tlie discipline of the 
Ohnreh i^Miald be felt as well as spo- 
ken of. There had not been suen a 
oiowd of biuineaB in the High Com- 
BUBsion Court ainee the RefermatiDn, 
nor so many luge fines imposed, as 
nnder this prelate's administration. 
The fines, we are teid^ were assign- 
ed to the repaifiof St Panics, which 
gKve rise to an vikieky proverb, 
''that the Chnroh was repairod with 
the sins «f the people." 

The fbttowing account of the eon- 
dtMt of a mother towards her son, 
shews tw that bigotry has a tendency 
to eradicate even some of the best 
affections which the Almighty has 
planted in our nature for the wisest 
of purposes. The son had, it seems, 
mm a principle of oenscience, in op- 
poMtiiMi to his. interest, renounced 
the relinous system, in which he had 
been edueatod, for anodwr whick he 
deemed more consonant to truth. — 
When the mother was infonned of 
the ctrearastanoe, sheti^htm^ that 
** she found il her duty, however se- 
vere the struggle, to alienate her affec- 
tions fiom him, now' he had rendered 
himself an enemy lo God, by embra- 
eing such erfoneous sentiments.*' It 
is said,, that she was completely suc- 
cessful » these endeavoon,. and that 
fSat duty she enjmned: upon herself 
^i«>afi scrupulous^ peffoemed during 
the mneind^ of her dB^--^What 
an affecting instance of pesusrted 
prindplesl 

. Such isthe nature<ef Ingetry, aad 
^0udi the Qfvil of ps^dioe, that it ih^ 
tuHfithe'dead asrwett aa tbelivj^.. 



ChilUngworth'sbook,aitiUed, ''Thm 
Religion of Protestants, a safe Way to* 
Salvation," is acknowledged to bo? 
one oi the moat solid and. ratbnai 
defenees of protestantism ever pub^ 
liahed. But such was Dz. Cney-. 
nell's prejudice against it, that, when* 
Chillingworth was buried, he came 
to his grave with this book in his- 
hand, and, after a short preamble to. 
the people^ in which he assured them* 
how happy it would be for the king-^ 
dom if tms book and all its fellows, 
could be so buried, that they might 
never rise more, unless it were for a 
confutation, '^Gret thee gone," said 
be, "thou cursed book, which haac 
seduced so many precious souk ; get 
thee gone^ thou com^ rotten book, 
earth to earth, dust to (hist : get thee 
gone into the place of rottenness, 
that thou mayeet rot with thy author^ 
and see corruption." — Poor doctor 1 
howifeeblethyefKirts; how ineffeetu- 
al thy wishes! Protestanism yet 
lives and flourishes, and we hove 
reason to believe it will live and ex- 
tend itself in all directions ; and, foe 
this reason, — ^because it is the reli^ 
gion <tf the Bihie, and the cause oi 
truths Enemies it ma^ and will 
have, but, " being divine, it is incapar 
ble of being wounded, and wiU, in 
, the issue, walk with a meek and god* 
like dignity over the graves of ner 
opponents, and finally triuoi^h in the 
complete blessedness of all ner adhe- 
rents^" 

We in general look &r thi& epiiit 
of bigotry and prejudice among the 
lower classes of society, and those 
whose minds have never been ex- 
panded by sound knowledge. But,^ 
alas I it is too prevalent among those^ 
who aie consiaered as intelligent and 
learned^ What shall we say to 
the following instances 1 Whlstoa 
would not goto hear Dr. Gill preach, 
merely because he was informed that 
the doctor had written a. folio boojk 
en the Canticles. A wise reason 
indeed 1 Dr, Johnson, when he wan 
at Edinburgh^ although he waapao^ 
sonallv acouaintod with the eai^ 
hiatd[ j^^ SobfiiitaDn, d^fl^lDed g9in§ 
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to bear bim, baeauae be w<mld not 
be seen in a Pieabyteiian chureb.-^ 
Ih. Berkely, bte prebenckry of Can- 
terbiuy, in bi» sennon or tbe Irt 
Tim. i. 15. decburee tbat salvation 
18 promiaed only to the ^^ueoptil 
ehurch ; and another modern di- 
vine, in a recent publication, devoutly 
giva up all diauntera from epiaofh 
pacy to the uncovenanted mereiu qf 
God, Benign Jehovah, defend ua 
from aucb ilnberaJity t 

At the funeral of Mr. G. when 
Mr. D. a eleigypaan, refused to walk 
in procession with Mr. B. a diaaent- 
ing minister, a man of activity and 
apirit, the following pleasBnt circuBr 
stance happened. Mr. D. meeting 
the corpse, and finding Mr. B. waUi* 
in£ before it, dinct^ him to walk 
behind. Mr. B. not complying with 
this order, Mr. D. endeavoured to out- 
walk him ; but Mr. B. being aa nun- 
ble aa h^ kept up with hmi till the 
rector quickening nia pace, they both 
foirly ran for it till they got to the 
church door. Mr. D. was so much 
ofiended, that, after the funeral, his 
pride and bigptry getting the better 
of every other consideration, he sent 
back the hat,hinri and scar^ and even 
the {Hna thai had been uaed oa the 
oocasuMk 

When Mr. Staunton preached a 
lecture on Locd'a day ainmoon, at 

, in Ozfbidshire, hia labours were 

so acceptable^ diat peofile floeked 
from all parts to hear him. Tlue 
was not pleasing to the incumbent, 
who> took the more time in reading 
prayers, that this novel lecturer might 
Aav« the less time for preaching, iad 
then left the church, but waa foiUowed 
by none buthia derk, whom he would 
not sufier to give out the psalra. 
Mr. S. bad preached aome time on 
that text—" Bay the truth^andsell it 
Bot ;" upon which the incumbent, 
when he met any ceming iiito tiie 
chnrcb„ aa he wenfc out, would aay, 
with, a sneer — "^ What I are yeu 
going to buy the taratbl" J^r 
craafiire, how it bait him to aee aU 
tim peopla going one- way, while he 
•iwl lUA€le% wexa.gfiing.aBQtbfi£ ! 



An Irish eafliehted the folkuriog; 
aneedbte of his mndfother, wbi» 
an insmrRiction m the pamsta wavt 
expected in Ireland Tne earl'»< 
grandfother, convernng familiarly 
with one of has popish tenants, (a: 
eoed kind of maa so caUed, whom he* 
had fevoured,^ told him that he waa 
sure he woula not have anv hand in 
murdbring him, should the papista 
prevail. "Noj' tead the former, "I 
news would huit your IcMfdship." 
" But," said the peer, " suppose the 
priest should tell you that it is the 
pope's order, and that it ia for the 
gONDd of the ehurch 7" " Oh, then,*' 
said the pew bigoted papist, '*your 
leidahip knows I could not disobey 
the pope'a order." Such ia the na- 
t««e of implicit foith and the spurit 
of bigeHyin 

THE CArihLEtL RBPROTBDr 
A CERTAIN man went to a dei^ 
viae, and pr^po«ed three ^uestioiis. 
lat« Why do they say tbat Grod 1» 
omnipresent 1 I do not aee hka in 
anv place : show me where he ia 1 
2diy. Wby ia man punished for 
crioBea 1 aince whatever he docs pro- 
ceeda from Grod : man baa n» foea 
will, for be eaimot do any thing cob* 
trary to the will of God ; aad if h» 
Bad pNOwer, he would do every thiii|f 
for hb own good, 3dly» B!ow can 
God puniah Satan m hell fiw, sineef 
he is formed of that element 1 and 
what impieBslon caa fise make on it* 
aelfl 

The dervise took up a Iai|^ clod 
of earth and struck him on- the head 
with it. The man went to the cadi, 
and aaid, " I propoaed tliree questiona 
to sucb a dervise, who flung such a 
clod of earth at me, as baa made my 
head ache." The cadi, having sent 
for the dervise, asked — "Why did 
^ou Uirow a clod of earth at his head 
instead of snawering his Questions." 
The dervise replief— " The clod of 
ea«th was an aAsweir to his speedi* 
He says he has a pain in hia head : > 
let him show me where it is, and l 
will make God visible to him. ^ AoA 
|wb.y doea ha exhibit a cQm|laiiit t^ 
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you againit mel Wbateiwr I ^ 
was the act of God : I did not atrike 
him without the will of God ; and 
what power do I poaaess 1 And, aa 
he ia compoundea of earth, how can 
he Buffer pain from that element?" 
The man waa confoundedj and the 
cadi highly pleaaed with the der* 
viae'a answer. 

CONSTANCY. 

There is something truly noble 
and praiseworthy in constancy. To 
be firm in the midst of opposition, to 
endure hardships without murmnr- 

L and to persevere through every 



difficulty, is highly characteristic of 
the Christian spint : such, however 
ffreat their sufferings, shall not lose 
tkeir reward. "Behold, we count 
them happy which endure : tfie spi- 
rit of glory and of Ctod. rests upon 
them. Their's, says the Saviour, is 
the kingdom of heaven.'' 

When one of the kings of France 
solicited M. Bougier, who was a pro- 
testant, to conform to the Roman 
Catholic religion, promising him in 
return a commission, or a govern- 
ment, " Sire !" replied he, " ifl could 
be persuaded to betray my God for a 
mazshal^s sta£^ I might be induced to 
betray my king for a bribe of much 
loMi value.** 

Under the reign of paffanism, a 
Christian woman, notwiUistanding 
her pregnancy, was condemned to 
die K>r her profession. The day be- 
fore her execution she fell in labour, 
and cryinff out in her pangs, tibe 
jailer insmted her, saying, " If you 
make a noise to-day, how will you 
endure a violent death to-morrow 7" 
To which she replied, <* To-day I 
suffer what is - ordinajry, and have 
only ordinary assistance ; to-morrow 
I am to suffer what is more than or- 
dinary, and shall beljeve for more 
than ordinary assistance." — O, wo- 
man I great was thy foith. 

Sir William Askew, of Kelsay, in 
Lincolnshire, was blessed with seve- 
lal daughters. His second, named 
Ami, lutd received a genteel educa- 
tion, which, with an ngveeftble per- 



son and good understanding, render 
ed her a very proper person to be at 
the head of a fiimily. Her father, re> 
gaidless of his daughter's incUnatioa 
and happiness, obfiged her to many 
a gentleman who hiu nothing to re> 
commend him but his fortune, and 
who was a most bigoted papist. No 
sooner was he convmced of ms wife's 
regard for the doctrines of the refbr- 
mation from popery, than, by the in- 
stigation of the priests, he violently 
drove her from his house, though she 
had borne him two children, and 
her conduct was unexceptionable. 
Abandoned by her husband, she 
came up to London in order to pro* 
cure a divorce, and to make herself 
known to that part of the court who 
either professed or were fiivourites of 
protestantism; but as Henry YIII. 
with consent of parliament, had just 
enacted the law of t^e &ix Articles,, 
commonly called the Bloody Statute, 
she was cruelly betrayed by her own 
husband, and upon his information 
taken into custody, and examined 
concerning her faith. The act above 
mentioned denoimced death against 
all those who should deny the doo^ 
trine of transubstantiation, or that 
the bread and wine made use of in 
the sacrament were not converted, af^ 
ter consecration, into the real body 
and blood of Christ ; or maintain the 
necessity of receiving the sacrament 
in both lands ; or amrm that it was 
lawful for priests to marry ; that the 
vows of oefibacy might be broken ; 
that private masses were of no avail ; 
and that auricular confession to a 

?riest was not necessary to salvation. 
Ipon these articles she was examin* 
ed by the inquisitor, a priest, the 
Lord Mayor of London, and the 
Bishops' Chancelk)r, and to all their 
queries gave proper and pertinent an^ 
swers ; but, not being such as ther 
approved, she was sent back to pri- 
son, where she remained eleven days, 
to ruminate alone on her alarmins 
situation, and was deiued the smau 
consolation of a friendly visit. The 
king's council being at Greenwk^ 
she was once man extuniiied by 
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<;auiioe]lot Wriothedej, Gavdiiflr, 
Bishop of Winchester, Dr. Cox, 
«nd Dr. Robineon; but, not be- 
ing able to Gonviace her al her sup^ 
DMed orroFB, she was sent to the 
Tower. It was stioagly suspected 
that she was fiivoured by some laxUes 
of high tank, and that she earned on 
» xehgious correspondence with the 
queen ; so that Uie Chancellor Wn- 
othesley, hoping tiiat he might dis- 
cover something that would afford 
matter of impeachment against that 
prinoose^ the £ari of Hertford, or his 
countessy who all favoured the refor- 
mation, ordered her to be put to the 
radL ; but her fortitude in suffering, 
and her resolution not to betray her 
firiends) w«re proof against thatidiaboK- 
calinvention. Not & groan, not a word 
could be extorted mxm her. The 
chancellor provoked with what he 
called her obstinacy, augmented her 
tortures with his own hands, and 
with unheard of violence ; but her 
courage and constancy were invki- 
€tt>le, and these barbarians gained 
nothing b^ their cruelties but ever- 
lasting disgrace and in&my. As 
soon as she was taken from the rack, 
she fainted away ; but being recover- 
ed, she was condemned to the flames. 
Her bones vireve dislocated in such a 
manner, thai they were forced to car- 
1^ her in a chair to the place of exe- 
cution. While she was at the stake, 
letters w^e brought her from the< 
liOtd Chancellor, offering her the 
long's pafdon if she woiud secant ; 
Imt she lefrised to look at them, tell- 
ing the: messei^r, "that she came 
iVit thither uTdeny her hotd and: 
Master." The same letters were al-- 
fo tendered to three other persons 
<v>Bdemned to the same fiite^ and 
who, animated by her example^ fft- 
fiiaed to accept them: whereupon 
the Lord Mayor cemmaoded the fiie 
to be kindled^ and with savage igno- 
lanoe cried out^ Fiat JuBtUior^Le^ 
justice take ite course. The &«ots 
fasiog lit^tted,. she- eomoiftnded iier 
Mui, wi& the ubnost eontyosutti in* 
to ihB hands, of her Auki^, and, 
tte the fnat Fou«taoC tw leUr 



igion she professed, expired, prt^ine. 
for' her murdeten, July 16f 154^^ 
about the twenty>fifth year of lustt 

age* 

" I do not know," observes a goeA 
writer, " if all eitcumstanees be con^ 
sidered, whether the historr of tlii# 
or any other nation can nimish a^ 
more illustrious example than this 
now related. To her Other's will 
^as sacrificed her own inclinations ;.- 
to a husband, unworthy of her affec- 
tions, she behaved vrith prudence, re<« 
spec^ and obedience. The secrets 
of her friends she preserved inviola- 
ble, even amidst the tortures of tha 
rack. Her constancy in sufferoig^ 
considering her age and sex, wa» 
equali at l^st, if not superior, to any 
tmng on recwd ; and her piety was' 
genuine and unaffected, of which she 
gave the most exalted pro(^ in dyin^ 
a martyr for the cause of her rdigion 
and liberty of conscience. But wh» 
can read this example, and not hn 
ment and detest that spirit of cruelty 
and inhumanity which are imbibea 
and cherished in the church of Romefi* 
a spirit repugnant to the feelings q». 
nature, and directly opposite to tfao- 
conduct and disposition of the Great 
Author of our religion, who cams 
not to destroy men's liye% but ta, 
save them." 



THE CONW^lRTED INNKBEPER. 

When the Rev. Mr. vrant to 

his living in the country, a very grerii 
audience collected from the neigb- 
boHrikig towns and vUlages* in one of 
which lived an old inufkeeper,. who^ 
{having made free with- his owns^afv. 
had well- carbunded- his nose ami' 
&^, which bore the visible marks of 
his piofessk)!!. He had heard the 
report of the concourse at this cfaurcb|. 
as many went from- his own town y, 
but he alway* stoutly.swoie he would' 
never be found among the fools wh<»4 
were running there: on hemni^ 
however, of the particularly p^easihg- 
taode o(. siajpng: at the ohineh, hS 
curiosaty was aBttle escitfd, and hm 
said. h# did not loam taul<- when asxik 
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p ^n feaft came, which wm half 

way, he might go and hear the aing- 
iDg ; but wilh Bome UDprecation, that 
he would never hear a word of the 
Mimon. 

He lived about ax miles distant, 

and. when P ^n feaat came, after 

dining with a party, instead of stay- 
kig to drink, he came to the afternoon 
•service, mereljr to hear the singling at 
the church, with a ftill resolution of 
keeping his v<fw, and excluding eve- 
ry woiu of the sermon. 

He was a corpulent man, and, as 
it was a hot summer's day, he came 
in all of a perroinition, and having 
with difficulty round admission into 
a narrow open pew with a lid, as 
floon as the hymn before sermon was 
sung, which he heard with great at- 
tention, he leaned forward, and, fix- 
ing his elbows on the lid, secured both 
hiB ears against the sermon with his 
fcre-fin^ers. He had not been in 
this position many minutes before the 
prayer finished, and the sermon com- 
menced with an awfiil appeal to the 
consciences of the hearers, of the ne- 
cessity of attending to the things 
which made for tneir everlasting 
peace; and the minister addressing 
them solemnly, " He that hath eara 
to hear, let him hear." Just the mo- 
ment before these words were pro- 
nounced, a fly had fastened on the 
carbuncled nose of the inn-keeper, 
and, stln^g him sharply, he drew 
ene of his fingers frmn ms ear, and 
■truck off the pamful visitant : at 
that very moment, the words "He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear," 
pronounced with great solemnity, 
entered the ear that was opened, as a 
clap of thunder ; it struck him with 
Irresistible force : he kept Ms hand 
firom returning to his ear, and, feel- 
ing an impression he liad never 
known before, he presently withdrew 
the other finger, and hearkened with 
deep attention to the discourse which 
followed. 

That day was the beginning of 
days to him ; a change was produeed 
upon him, which could not but be 
90tieed by all tan fenpercofftpaiuowg. 



He never, from that day, returned tcr 
any of his former practices, nor ever 
afterwards was he seen in Uquor, nor 
heard' to swear. He became truly 
serious, and for many years, went aU 
weathers six miles to the church, 
where he first received the knowledge- 
of divine things. After about eign- 
teen years' ftuthfiil and close walk 
with God, he died rejoicing in the 
hope of that glory he now enjoys. 

OBUELTT. 

Nothing can be more contrary to- 
nature, to reason, to religion, tnan 
cruelty. Hence an inhuman man i» 
generally considered as a monster. 
Such monsters, however, have exist- 
ed ; and the heart almost bleeds at 
the recital of the cruel acts such 
have been guilty of It teaches U8^ 
however, what human nature is when 
left to itself; not only treacherous 
above all things, but desperately 
wicked. 

Commodus, the Roman emperor, 
when but twelve years old, gave ft 
shocking instance of his cruelty, 
when, fuiding the water in which ne- 
bathed somewhat too warm, he com*- 
manded the person who attended the- 
bath to be tnrown into the furnace,, 
nor was he satisfied till those who- 
were about him pretended to put hi» 
order in execution. After his suo 
cession to the emjpire, he equaliedj it 
he did not exceed in cruelty, CaHffu- 
h^ Domitian, and even Nero hims^; 
piking, we may say, with the blood 
of his subjects and fellow-creatures, of 
whom he caused great numbers to 
be racked and butchered in his 
presence, merely for his diversion. 
Historians relate many instances of 
bis cruelty. He caused one to be 
throvm to vnld beasts for reading Uie ' 
life of Caligula, written by Suetonius ;; 
because that tyrant and he had beei& 
bom^ on the same day of the montlv 
and in many bad qualities resembles 
each other. Seeing one day a cor« 
pulent man pass by, he immediately 
cut him asunder; pertly to try \m 
strength, in which he excelled all; 
men, and partly oat of eoiioflit^i av 
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luiiiflelf owned, to see his entndls 
drop out at once. He took pleasure 
in cutting off the feet and putting out 
the eyes of such as he met in his 
nunbtn through the dty. Some he 
murdered because they were 'negli- 
gently dressed ; others because they 
seemed trimmed with too much nice- 
ty. He assumed the name and ha- 
mt of Hercules, appearing publicly 
in a lion's skin, with a huge club in 
his hand, and ordering several per- 
sons, though not guilty of any crimes, 
to be disguised like monsters, that, by 
knocking out their brains, he might 
have a Mtter claim to the title, the 
greaJt destroyer of mon&tera. He, 
however, was destroyed in his turn : 
Martia, one of his concnlnnes, whose 
death he had prepared, poisoned 
him; but, as the poison did not 
quickly operate, he was strangled by 
a wrestler in the thirty-fiist year of 
his affe. 

In Italy, during the greater part of 
the sixteenth century, assassina- 
tions, murders, and even murders 
uider trust, seem to have been ahnost 
fimiiliar among the superior nunks 
of people. Cesar Boreia invited four 
of the tittle princes in nis neighbour- 
hood, who all possessed- sovereignties, 
and oommiteaed armies of their own, 
to a friendly conference at Seniffag- 
lia, where, as soon as he arrived, he 
put them all to death. 



exclaimed— " What blood I— whal; 
murders 1 — I know not where I am I 
— ^how will all this cndl — what shall 
I dol — I am lost for everl — I know 
it!" 

The late celebrated King of Prus- 
sia, intending to make, in the nighty 
an important movement in his camp, 
which was in sight of the enemy, 
gave orders that by eight o'clock, all 
the lights in>he camp should be put 
out, oil pain of death. The moment 
that the time was past, he walked 
out himself to see whether all were 
dark. He found alight in the tent 
of a captain Zietem, which he en- 
tered just as the officer was folding 
up a letter. Zietem knew him, and 
instantly fell on lus knees to entreat 
his mercy. The king asked to whimi 
he had been writingr ; hesaid it was a 
letter to his wife, which he had retained 
the candle these few minutes beyond 
the time in order to finish. The king 
coolly ordered, him to riseand vmte 
one line more which he should dk- 
tate. This line was, to inform his 
wife, without any explanation, tluKt 
by such an hour the next day he 
should be a dead man. The fetter 
was then sealed and despatched as it 
had been intended, and the next day 
the captain was executed. 

The cruel Parent, 
The Honourable Cimunodore By- 



History records but fewcharacters ron vwis an eye witness to the follow- 



more cruel than Charies IX. It is 
said, that when he observed several 
fugitive Huguenots about his palace, 
in the morning after the dreadful 
massacre of thirty thousands of their 
friends, he took a fowling-piece, and 
repeatedly fired at them. That this 
pnnce was naturally barbarous, we 
may learn from the following anec- 
dote: One day, when he amused 
himself with rabbit-hunting, ** Make 
them an come out," said he^ "that I 
may have the pleasure of killing them 

This sanguinary monarch died 
very wretchM, for ne expired bathed 
in his own blood which burst from 



ing shocking scene of brutal ra£e on 
the coasts of Patagonia. I shaS pre- 
sent the reader with it in his own 
words. — ** Here 1 must relate a little 
anecdote of our Christian cacique. 
He and his wife had gone off at some 
distance from the shore, in their ca- 
noe, when she dived for sea eggs; 
but not meeting with great success, 
tibey returned a good deal out of hu- 
mour. A little boy of theirs, about 
three years old, whom they appeared 
to be dotingly fond of, watching for 
his fether and mother's return, ran 
into the surf to meet them. The &- 
ther handed a basket of sea eggs to 
the child, which being too heavy for 



Ids veins, and inhislast moments, he | him to carry, he let it foil ; upon 
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wlueh the fiitber jumped out of the 
canoe, and, eatchiiigllieboy np in hu 
mrmfl^ xlashed him with Me ulaaoet 
wioleiiee.againat the itooes! The 

Bwr little creature lay motionlefle and 
ceding^ and in that eonditieii was 
taken up by the mother, but died aoon 
after. She appeaved inoonaolahle for 
«ome time, but the brute hia &ther 
•howed little concern about it" 

But we need aotaeaichthe records 
4>f ei^het countdfig Sat anecdotes of 
^xnelt^r. Alaal Knglaiid has been 
guilty in. too many iiwtanoHi ; we will 
only, howavei; «ebct •one : AJexan- 
4er Leisfalmi^ a <dMiiar of di'vinify, by 
. doMW olJaorae of hia frianda, had wot* 
tan and nibliaheil a book,. entiUod 
«<Zi«i'« Plea, i^fttnat Pieloeflr." It J 
ttmtained aawa warm, imprndcait Jui- 
HMstiwa asaiost the piialalMN^ and tho 
CMidMct eiitbfae in power. Sook af- 
ter the piihlioatso» if tht work, with- 
ontaa infiwmalioa upon oaih, or le- 
gal peaof who was the author, Leigh- 
ton, as he waa coming firom churoh, 
waif araeated by two highrcommia- 
Moned punraivanta ; they lagged him 
to the house of Laud, wheie iiewas 
kapt tm aeven in the evening without 
^Mxl. Xiaud returning at this time in 
neat pomp and state, with Corbit, 
Bishop of Oxford, he demanded to be 
heard. The haughty Laud did not 
deign to see hinfi, but sent him to 
JSfiwg/tie: he was clapped into irons, 
and conlbied in an uninhabitable 
apartment: where^ notwithstanding 
the weather was cold, and the snow 
and rain beat in, there was no con- 
venient place to make a fire. From 
Tuesday niffht to Thursday noon be 
was unsuppued with food, and in this 
wretched dwelling was kept fifteen 
weeks, without an^ friend, not even 
his wife being sufiered to come near 
him. His own house was, in the 
Qiean time, rifled by the officers of the 
hi^h commiaaion court, his wife and 
children treated b^ these ruffians with 
great barbarity, himself denied a copy 
of the commitment, and the Sherins 
of London refused to bail him at his 
wife's petition- At the end of fifteen 
weeks he was served with a subpcena. 



Health, the Attoniey Ganan^ an 'Mh 
•asiifanoe that he ahaiiU come ^ 
well, ffiUerteda oanfoaakm fiaom hhn 
that he was the AOtfaor of tibe book : 
an information waauDaaediatetylo^- 
ed againat hina in the Siai Ghambar 
by Heath. He confessed the wiiti^ 
of the book, but with no such inten- 
tion aa the mformation suggested. He 
pleaded that his aim was ta raoan- 
strate against certain grievances in 
church and liata undm which the 
peopk floftered, to the end that par- 
uamant might take them infe» caai- 
deration, rad give such vedvesa as 
might be for the honawr of the king, 
the quiet of the peo^ and the peai^e 
of the church. Tlua aoawcr JMi be- 

Jowing. cmel aentenBe waa by this 
tjrraBnical court ptDnounoed a^aioft 
mm^ lhdUKhaick«nd absent, vEk . 
" Thai lie abovld pay a, fine of tfn 
thousand pounds to his majesty's uaa ; 
and in respect thai the dewndtnt had 
heaetcMEbre entered inta the minisii^. 
and the (XMUst of Star Chamber did 
not use to ix^t any coipoaaal «r ig- 
nominiQQs punishineni npon^an^ per- 
son so kmg as thev contmued in or- 
ders, the court se&ned him to the 
high oommisBion, there to be dejpidcd 
ofms ministry; that done, foe larthar 
punishment and: example to othmS} 
die delinquent to be brought to the 
{>illory at Westminster (the ooivrt sit- 
ting) and there whipped ; after hia 
whipping, to be set in tlK piUoiy for 
some convenient space; to have one 
of his ears cut ofi^ his noae slit, and 
to be branded in the foce with. S. S. 
for a sower of sedition; then to be 
carried to the prison of the Fleet, and 
at some convenient time afterwards 
be carried to the pillory at Cheapode, 
u]^ a market day, to be there like- 
wise whipped, then set in the piUoiy, 
have his other ear cut off; and then 
be carried back to the prison of the 
Fleet, there to remain during Hie, 
unless his majesty be graciously pleat- 
ed to pardon liim." 

Such was the aentence; which 
when it was pronounced, that inh9- 
mw wretch pishop Laud pulled off 
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Ml eaji, and gave GM thanks for it 
TIhs sentence was pven at the end 
tf Trinity tenn. It was not till Mi- 
ehaelmas term foUowing after thede- 
ipradation that it was put in execution. 

On Friday, November the 16th, 
part of his sentence was put in exe- 
cution in this manner : In the New 
Palace Yard at Westminster, in term 
lime, he was severely whipped, then 
put in the pilloiy, where he had one 
of his ears cut off, one side of his 
nose slit, branded on the cheek with 
a red hot iron with the letters S. S. 
and afterwards carried back to the 
Fleet, to be kept in close custody. 
On Uiat day sevennight, his sores 
upon his back,- ears, nose, and &ce, 
Bot hems cured, he was whipped 
mdn at the pilloiy in Cheapside, and 
there had the remainder of his sen- 
tence executed upon Mm, by cutting 
off the other ear, slitting die other 
side of the uofie, and branding the 
other cheek. Dr. Leighton, in his 
own account of tliis horrid execution,' 
adds, that the hangman was made 
half drunk, and enjoined to pei^orm 
his office with ferocity ; that 00 stood, 
after receiving the punishmefit of the 
lash, almost two hours in the pillory, 
exposed to frost and snow, and then 
auffered the restj that, being with 
these miseries disabled from walking, 
he was denied the benefit c^s coach, 
and carried back to prison by water, 
to the farther endangerinjr hw life. 

The treatment and prosecution of 
Dr. Leighton were notoriously illegal 
and inhuman. The juig»ent passed 
affainst him was by an aiwitrary court 
Whose iurisdictioo was unconstitu- 
tional, in a manner created bjr the 
crown, andcherisheii as a never failing 
engine of despotism. The tyranny 
it exerted outwent every example of 
former ages. It was the ready mi- 
nister of vengeance to all who op- 
posed the designs of Charles I. and 
entirely influenced in its conduct by 
the persecuting furious spirit of 
Laud. The sentence passed against 
the unhappy Leighton was directly 
contrary to the humane spirit of the 
British laws, and the single instance 
12 



of such execrable baibarity wovM 
have disgraced the govenunentof aa 
absolute monareh. 

Cruelty to AfUmaU, ^ 

As cruelty should not be diowa to- 
wards die human speoiest neither 
should it be indulffed towards the 
animal tribes. " f ever thought,'* 
sa^ Judge Hale, "that there is acer- 
tam degree of justice due from man 
to the creatures^ as fiom man to 
man ; and that an excessive use of 
the creature's labour is an injustioe 
for which he must account. I have 
therefore always esteemed it as a part 
of my duty, and it has always been my 
practice, to be merciful to my beasts ; 
and upon the same account I havo 
declined any cruelty to any of Gkid*a 
creatures, ajid, as much as I cooid. 
prevented it in others as a tyranny. 1 
have abhonvd those spoits that om- 
sist in torturing them ; and if anj 
noxious creature must be destrojreJ^ 
or creatures for food must be taken, 
it has been my practice to do it in a 
manner that may be with the least 
torture or cruelty; ever remember- 
ing, that though Grod has given us a 
dominion over his creatures, yet k is 
under a lawof justiGe, prudence, and 
moderation, otherwise we ^Ould be> 
come tyrants and not lortit over 
God's creatures ; and therefore those 
things of this nature which others 
have practised as recreatiarUj I have 
avoided as Hna." 

Children should be early prohi- 
bited from tormenting insects, test it 
should degenerate into insensibility, 
and they ^oome inattentive to every 
kind of suffering but their own. We 
find that the supreme court of judi- ■ 
cature at Athens thought an instance 
of this sort not below its cognizance, 
and punished a boy for putting out 
the eyes of a ^r bird that had un- 
happily fallen mto his hands. And 
Mr. Locke informs us of a mother 
who permitted her children to have 
birds and insects, but rewarded or 
punished them as they treated them 
well or ill. 

The foUovring circumstanee, it is 
said, occurred at Abo in Finland. A 
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dog, who had been run over by a 
caniage, crawled to the door of a tan- 
ner m that town : the man's son, a 
boy fifteen yean of age, first stoned, 
and then poured a vessel of boiling 
water upon the miserable anima!. 
This act of diabolical cruelty was 
witnessed by one of the magistrates, 
who thought such barbarity deserved 
to be pubudy noticed. He therefore 
informed Uie other magistrates, who 
unanimously agreed in condemning 
the boy to this pumshment He was 
imprisoned till the Mowing market 
day ; then, in the presence of all the 
people, he was conducted to the place 
of execution by an ofilcer of justice, 
who read to him his sentence— ** In- 
. human young man, because you did 
not assist an animal who implored 
your assi^ance by its cries^ and who 
derives being firomthe ssmeQod who 

Sve you tife ; because you added to 
B torture of the agonizing beast, and 
murdered it, the council of this city 
have sentenced you to wear on your 
. breast the name you deserve, and to 
. xeoeive fifty stripes." He then hung 
a black boaid round his neck, with 
this inscription, "A savage and in- 
human young man," and, after iu- 
. fiiicting upon nim twenty-five stripes, 
he proceeded — " Inhuman young 
man, you have now felt a very smaU 
degree of the pain with which 
Tou tortured a helpless animal in its 
hour of death. As you wish for 
.mercy from that God who created 
«I1 tiiat live, leum humanity for the 
future.'' He then executed the re- 
mainder of the sentence. 

There is no doubt but cruelties 
. often exercised may become eo cus- 
; tomary, as to render the heart insensi- 
ble. I was once (says a writer) pass- 
ing through MooTJUlde with a young 
lady aged about nine or ton years, 
born and educated in Portugal, but 

• ijl the Protestant faith ; and, ob- 
. serving a large concourse of people 

• assembled around a pile of faggots 
. on fire,. I expressed a curiosity to 

know tiie cause. She very com- 

: pppedly answered, " I suppose that 

It is nothing more than that they are 



ffoing to bum a Jetp," Fortunate^ 
It was no other than roasting an ox 
upon some joyful occasion. What 
rendered this singularity the more 
striking, were the neural mildness 
and compassion of the young person's 
disposition. 

THE CURATE RELIETED. 
A VIOLENT Welsh squire having 
taken offence at a poor curate who 
employed his leisure hours in mend- 
ing clocks and watohes, applied to 
the bishop of St. Asaph, with a foVf 
mal complaint against him for impi- 
ously carrying on a trade, contruy 
to the stetute. His lordship having 
heard the complaint, told the squire 
he might depend upon it that the 
strictest justice should be done m ttw 
case : accordingly the mechanic di- 
vine was sent Tor a few days after, 
when the bishop asked him " How he 
dared to disgrace his diocese by be- 
coming a mender of clocks and 
watches?" The other, with all hu- 
mility, answered, "To satisft^ the 
wantoof a viife and ten children." 
" That won't do with me," rejoined 
the prelate, " I'll inflict such a pu- 
nishment upon you as shall make you 
leave off your pitiful trade, I pro- 
mise you {* and immediately calling 
in. hV) secretary, ordered Imn to make 
out a presentation for the astonished 
curate to a Hving of at least one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds per annum. 

CUSTOM AND HABIT. 

Whatever be the cause, says 
Lord Kames, ^ is an established fact 
that we are mudV influenced by cus- 
tom : it hath an eSfect upon our plea- 
sures, ujwn oui actions, and even 
upon our thoughts and sentiments. 
Habit makes no figruie during the vi- 
vacity of youth ; in middle age it 
gains ground ; and in old age governs 
without control. In that period of 
life, generally speaking, we eat at a 
certain hour, take exercise at a cer- 
tain hour, go to rest at a certain 
hour, all by the direction of habit ^ 
nay, a particular seat, table, bed, 
oomea to be essential : and a habit 
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!■ any of these cannot be contnulicted 
ivitbout uneasiness. 

"The mind,*' says Mr. Cogan, 
"'frequently acquires a strong and 
invincible attachment to whatever 
has been familiar to it for any length 
of time. Habit, primarily introduced 
by accident or necessity, veill inspire 
an affection for peculiarities which 
have the reverse of intrinsic merit to 
recommend them." 

" I once attended, ** says the last 
mentioned author, '*a prisoner of 
some distinction in one of the prisons 
of the metropolis, ill of a typhus fe- 
ver, whose apartments were gloomy 
in the extreme, and surrounded with 
horrors ; yet this prisoner assured me 
afterwards, that, upon his release, he 
quitted them with a degree of reluc- 
tance ; custom had reconciled him to 
the twilight admitted through the 
thick barrod grate, to the filthy spots 
and patches of his plastered walls, to 
tile hardness of his bed, and even to 
confinement. He had his books, was 
visited by his friends, and was greatly 
amused and interested in the anec- 
dotes of the place. 

" An officer of the municipality at 
Leyden also informed the author of 
«n instance, vvhich marks yet more 
strongly the force of habit. A poor 
woman, who had for some misde- 
meanour been sentenced to confine- 
ment for a certain number of years, 
npon the expiration of the term, im- 
mediately applied to him for re-admis- 
sbn. She urged that all her worldly 
•comforts were fled, and her only wish 
was to be indulged in those imparted 
1^ habit. She moreover tiireatened, 
that, if this could not be granted as a 
favour^ she would commit some of- 
fence that should give her a title to 
be reinstated in the accustomed lodg- 
ings." Thus we see that custom is 
a catholicon for pain and distress. 

The influence of custom is surpris- 
ing also as to natural objects. What 
different ideas are formed in different 
nations concerning the beauty of the 
human shaije and counten&nce ! A 
^r complexion is a shocking deformi- 
lyupon thecoost of Guinea; thick lips 



and a flat nose are a beauty. In aomo 
nations, long ears that hang down 
upon the shoulders are the objects of 
universal admiration. In China, if a 
lady's foot is so large as to be fit to 
walk upon, she is regarded as a moi^ 
ster of ugliness. Some of the savage 
nations m North America tie four 
boards round the heads of their chil- 
dren, and thus squeeze them, while 
the bones are tender and gristly, into 
a form that is almost square. Euro- 
peans are astonished at the absurd 
barbarity of this practice ; but when 
they condemn those savages, >they do 
not reflect that the ladies in £urope 
had, till within a few years, been en- 
deavouring fbr nearly a century past 
to squeeze the roundness of their na- 
tural shape into a square form of the 
same kind; and that, notwithstand- 
ing the many distortions and diseases 
which this practice viras known to 
occasion, custom had rendered it 
agreeable among some of the most 
civilized nations which perhaps tho 
world ever beheld. 

What influence has custom over 
dress, furniture, the arts, and even 
over moral sentiments 1 It requires^ 
however, to be watched. It should 
never pervert our sentiments vrith re« 
gard to hupianity and religion. To 
make custom an apology for what ie 
unreasonable and irrehgious, ia mak" 
ing a bad use of it inde^. 

DEISM, DEISTS^ 

NoTvnTHsTANDiNG the repeated, 
attacks of infidelity, the Christian, 
has nothing to fear. "Not one in. 
fifty, (says Mr. Bogue) of those who 
call themselves d.emk or athebts, un- 
derstand the nature of the religion 
which they profess to reject And 
are these creatures formidable antap 
gonists who disbefieve what they do 
not understand, because they wish it 
not to be true 7 They are a dishoii'* 
our to any sect. Besides, the alaini 
has ^T exceeded reality. I wiQ ven<' 
turp to affirm, vrithout fear or contm. 
diction, that, from the birth of Chrisl 
to the present hour, there never w;^ 
a country where one fifth pvt of Um 
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inapkB vera deists, or where one 
ten& pert were atheiete ; nor a peri- 
od of twelve years* continuance, when 
tiie civil government was under the 
Soduence of either one or the other, 
or when they peraecuted the truth. 
Superstition has slaughtered more 
victims in a week than deism and 
atheism have nnoe the hour that 
Christ expired upon the cross." 

A gentleman wsa arguing with a 
ddst on the absurdity of rejecting 
Christianity without examination. — 
He owned that he never knew a per- 
son examine the subject who did not 
afterwards embrace it ; but excused 
himself from examininff,under the plea 
that to do so was anaJogous to drink- 
ing brandy, which alvrays produced 
intoxication. " Is it not honourable 
to Christianit;^ (says the gentleman) 
to have enemies, who must give up 
the exerdses of their reason before 
they reject it 7" 

T/ie Unhappy Deiate. 

I knew, says one, a jurist and 
statesman by professitm, well learned, 
and of good parts. He was so well 
lead in the scriptures and divinity in 
genera], that he miffht have passed 
Wt no ordinary theologian. He 
had, though a speculative unbeliever, 
maintained several theses with great 
tfuocess : on the other hand, he could, 
in his opinion, account for every ap- 
pearance in nature from a theory of 
matter and motion ; still, with tdl his 
belief and unbelief he frankly con- 
fessed to me that n£ vma unhappy. 
And, bbing then in a state of ceuba- 
cy, fiurtheracknowled^edjtbat ' should 
OB ever change his situation, he was 
determined never to suffer the secrets 
o{ ins heart to transpire to his wife 
and children; that in all externals 
he would strictly conform to the 
/ chureh ;' adding, as one of his philo- 
sophical and political reasons, mat it 
was better to be comforted upon a 
^Jse spround, than to live without any 
eonsMatioth 

The late Lord P ^ after he 

turned dast^ took evety opportunity 
to^ow his contempt of religion.— 
The olergyman and parishioners of 



the place where his lordship's seat ill 
Notthamptonshire stood,usually pass- . 
ed in sight of the house, in their way 
to church. At the time of ecine and 
returning he generally ordered his 
children and servants into ibs hall^ 
for the vile purpose of laughing at and 
ridiculing them. He pursued thia 
course for some time ; but at length, 
drew near the close of life. Upon 
his dying pillow his views were alter- 
ed. He found, that, however hi« 
former sentiments might suit him in 
health, th^ could not support him 
in the hour of dissolution. W hen in 
the cold arms of death, the terrors of 
the Almighty were upon him. Pain* 
ful remembrance brought to view ten 
thousand insults offered to that Grod,, 
at wlM>se bar he was shortiy to stand f 
and, conscience strongly impress- 
ed with the solemnity of that day. 
he but too lustiy feared the Godl 
he had insulted would then spurn 
him to hell. With his mind thus 
agitated, he called to a person in the 
room, and desired him to go into the 
library, and fetch " the cursed book," 
meanmg that which had made him a 
deist. He went, but returned, say- 
ing, "he could not find it." The 
nobleman then cried with vehemence^ 
"that he must go again, and look till 
he found it; for he could not die till 
it was destroyed." The person, hav- 
ing at last found it, gave it into his 
hands. It was no sooner committed 
to him, than he tore it to pieces, with 
mingl^ horror and revenge, and com- 
mitted it to l^e flames. Having thus 
taken vengeance on the instrument 
of his own ruin, he soon breathed his 
last 

T%e Deiat amfouTided. 
A deist on a visit to his friends^ 
among other topics of conversation, 
was pleased to enlarge considerably 
on tlie sufficiency of reason, separate 
from Divine assistance, to guide us to 
happiness. To whom the rehitiva 
present, who was a farmer, made Uie 
following reply : . " Cousin, when yoil 
were about fourteen years of age, yoa 

were bound an apprentice to a \ 

and having served the appointed 
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famef you soon became a master, and 
have now continued in business 
i^ut twelve years. I wish to know 
whether you could not prosecute 
your trade at this time to greater ad- 
vantage than when you first embark- 
ed in it." The tradesman admitted 
that his experience in business was 
of considerable value to him; but 
asked, "What relation that had to 
the present topic of discourse T The 
fiirmer answered, "You were come 
to the perfect use of your reason, and 
had been for a long time taught how 
to manage your trade ; and U, there- 
fore, ^our reason without experience 
was msufficient to preserve you from 
many errors, in so plain and easy a 
business as your's, how can you ima- 
gine that it should be sufficient, with- 
out any Divine assistance, to guide 
you to heaven?'' The deist was 
nonplussed. How forcible are right 
words ! Job, vi 25. 

It has often been a matter of won- 
der, that the principles and reason- 
ings of infidels, though frequently 
accompanied with great natural and 
acquired abilities, are seldom known 
to make any impression on sober 
people. It is said of a gentleman 
ktely deceased, who was eminent in 
the literary world, that in early life 
he drank deeply into the free-think- 
ing scheme. He and one of his 
companions of the same turn of mind 
often carried on their conversations 
in the hearing of a relig^us but illi- 
terate countryman. Tms gentleman 
afterwaurds becoming a seriops Chris- 
tian, was concerned for the country- 
man, lest his fiuth in the Christian 
religion should have been shaken. 
One day he took the liberty to ask 
him, whether what had been so 
frequently advanced in his hearing 
had not produced this cfiect upon 
himl "By no means," answered the 
countryman; "it never made the 
least impression upon me.'* "No 
impressbn upon yon V* said the gen- 
tleman. "Why, you must know 
that we had Tead and thought on 
these things much more than you 
liad any oppoitomty of doing." ''O, 



yes," said the other; "but I know 
also your manner of living ; I knew 
that, to maintain such a coune of 
conduct, you found it neccMary to 
renounce Christianity." 

If we look at the writings and con- 
duct of the principal adversaries of 
Christianity, we shall form no very 
favourable opinion of their system as 
to its moral efifects. " The morals of 
Rochester and Wharton," says one^ 
" need no comment Woolston wa« 
across blasphemer. Blount solicited 
his sister-in-law to marry him; and! 
being refused, shot himsel£ Tindal 
was originally a protestant, then 
turned papist, then j^rotestant again, 
merely to suit the times ; and was^ 
at the same time, infiunous for vice 
in general, and the total want of 
principle. He is said to have died 
with this myer in his mouth: * If 
there be a Grod, I desire that he may 
have merc^ upon me.' Hebbes wrote 
his Leviathan to serve the cause of 
Charles I. but finding him fail of 
success^ he turned it to the defence 
of Cromwell, and made a merit of 
this fact to the usurper, as Hobbes 
himself unblushingly dedared to 
Lord Clarendon. Morgan had no 
r^ard for truth, as is evident ftom 
bis numerous foisifications of scrip- 
ture, as weU as from the vile hyiwcrisy 
of professing himself a Christian in 
thoise very writings in which he la- 
bours to destroy Christianity. Vol^ 
taire, in a letter now remaining,. le-^ 
quested his friend D'Alembert to tdl 
ror him a direct and palpable lie, by 
denying that he was the author of the 
Philosophical Dictionary. D*Alem- 
b^, in his answer, informed him 
that he had toM the lie. Voltaire has^ 
indeed, expressed his own moral cha- 
racter^ perfectly, in the foUowing 
words : ' Monsieur Abbe, I must be 
read ; no matter whether I am believ- 
ed or not' He also solemnly pfofet- 
sed to believe the Catholic religion | 
although, at the same time,he doubted 
the existence of a God. Home died as 
a fool disth. The day befor^ he 
spent in a pitiful and unaffected «»• 
cenoem amt thu tremendoue fob* 
12* 
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ject; playing at whist, reading Lu- 
can's Dialoguea, and making nliy 
Btten^its at wit, concerning his inter- 
view with Charon, the heiUhen ferry- 
man at Hades." — See Dr. Dwight's 
excellent Discourses on the Nature 
and Danger of Infidel Philosophy, 
p. 45—47. 

" Collins, thongh he had no belief 
in Christiamcy, yet qualified himself 
for civil office by partaking of the 
L<«d's Supper; Shaftesbury did the 
same ; ana the same is done by hun- 
dreds o( infidels to this day. Yet 
diese are the men who are continu- 
ally declaiming against thehjrpocrisy 
of priests 1 

"I shall conclude this catalogue 
with a brief abstract of the Confes- 
Mons of J. J. Rousseau. After a good 
education in the Protestant reli^on, 
he was put apprentice. Finding the 
sitttati<»i disatgreeable to him, he felt 
a strong propensity to vice, incUning 
him to covet, dissemble, lie^ and at 
length to steal ; a propensity of which 
he w^ never able norwards to di- 
gest hiDQ»elf. * I have been a rogue,' 
says he, *and am so stiH, sometimes, 
fer trifles which I had rather take 
than ask for.' 

"He abjured the Protestant reli- 

S'on, and entered the hospital of the 
aftechumens at Taurin, to be in- 
structed in that of the Catholics: 
* For which, in return,' says he, ' I 
was to receive subsistence. From 
this interested convendon,' he adds, 
'nothing reiAmned but the remem- 
brance of my having been both a dupe 
and an apostate.' 

"After this, he resided with a Ma- 
dame De Warren, wkh whom 'he 
lived in the ffreatest posBi% femiliari- 
ty.' This lady often suj^cated that 
there would be no justice m Uie Su- 
preme Being, should he be strictly 
just to ua; becauae, not having be- 
stowed what was necessary to render 
lis essentially good, k would be requir- 
ing more than he had given. She 
was, neveitheleta, a very good Catho- 
Ke, or pietended, at least, to be one, 
and ontalnly denied to be soch. If 



established, Rousseau supposes she 
would have lived asthougn r^^Iated 
by its principles. AUher monility,how- 
ever,wa8 subordinate to the principles 
of M. Savel (who first seduced ner 
from conjugal fidelity, by urging, in 
effect, that exposure was the only 
crime,) or rather she saw nothing in 
religion that contradicted them. Rous- 
seau veas fiir enough from being of 
this opinion, yet he confessea he 
dared not combat the arguments of 
the .lady; nor is it supposable he 
could, as he appears to have acted on 
the same principles at the time. — 
'Finding in her,^ he adds, 'all those 
ideas I had occasion for to secure me 
from the fears of death, and its future 
consequences, I drew confidence and 
security from this source.' 

" The writings of Port Royal, and 
those of the Oratory, made him half 
a Jansenist; and, notvrithstanding 
all his confidence, thek harsh thecny 
sometimes alarmed him. A dread 
of hell, which, till then, he had never 
much apprehended, by Uttle, and lit- 
tle disturbed his security ; and, had 
not Madam De Warren tranquil- 
lized his soul, would, at length, have 
been too much for him. His confes- 
sor, also, a Jesuit, contributed all in 
his power to keep up his hopes. 

"After this, ne became familiar 
with another fmiale, Theresa. He 
began by declaring to her, that he 
would never either abandon or marry 
her. Finding her pregnant vrith her 
first ahild, and hearing it observed^ 
in an eating-house, that he who had 
best filled the Foundling Hospital 
was always the most applauded, ' I 
said to myself,' quoth he, 'since it it 
the custom of the country, they who 
Uve here may adopt it. i cheerfully 
determined upon it without the least 
scruple ; and the only one I had to 
overcome was that of Theresa, whom, 
vrith the greatest imaginable diffi- 
culty, I perauaded to comply.' The 
year following, a similar inconveni- 
enoe was remedied by the same ex- 
pedient; no more reiSectaon on ^s 
part, nor approbation on that of the 
molJfaer. *Sba obliged with trtmr 
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^Sittg, My fiuih,' aays he, *W9m 
gzieat ; but it wafl an error.' 

** He resolved on eettliiig at Gene- 
ya, and on going thither, and being 
mortified at his exclusion from the 
riffhts of a cttiaen, by the profession 
of a retigbn di0erent from his fore- 
frthers, lie determined openly for the 
latter. *I thought' says he. 'the 
IWel being £e aame"^ foTevery 
Christian, and the only differenoe in 
lelkiouB opinions the result of the 
explanations siven by men to that 
which the^ did not understand, it was 
the exclusive right of the sovereign 
power in every country to fix the 
mode of worship and these unintelli- 
gible opmions; and that, conse- 
quently, it was the duty of a citizen 
to adnut the one, and conform to the 
other, in the manner prescribed by 
the law.' Accordingly, at Greneva, 
ho renouticed popery. 

" After passmg twenty years with 
Theresa, he macte her his wife. He 
appears to have intrigued wi^ a Ma- 
dam De H— . Of his desires after 
that lady, he says, 'Guilty vrithout 
remorse, I soon became so without 
measure.' Such, according to his 
own account, was the life of upright- 
ness and honour, wluch was to ex- 
piate for a theft which he had com- 
mitted when a young man, and laid 
it to a female servant, by which die 
lost her place and character. Such 
was Rousseau, the man whom the 
rulers of the French nation have de- 
lighted to honour, and who, for writ- 
ing this account, had the vanity and 
presuinption to expect the applause 
of his Creator. ' Whenever the last 
trumpet shall sound,' saithhe, 'I will 
present myself before the Sovereign 
Judge, with this book in my hand, 
and loudly proclaim, Thus have I 
acted — these were my tboughta^ 
such was I. Power Eternal ! assem- 
ble round thy throne the innumerable 
throng of my fellow mortals I let them 
listen to my confessions, let them 
blush at my depravity, let them trem- 
ble at my sufferings; let each in his 
turn expose, with e<)ual sincerity, the 
fkilings, the wandenngs of his heart ; 



and, if he dare, aver I was better thsn 
that man. ' "--So much Sat the. mo^ 
lality ofinfidelslll 

DISCONTENT AND OEIEF. 
" The discontented man," says Dr» 
Stennett^ "is ever restless and unea- 
sy, dissatisfied with his station in Ufe^ 
ms connexions^ and almost every cir- 
cumstance that happens to hioL He 
is continually peevish and fretful, im- 
patient (mT every injury he receives, 
and unduly impressed with every dis- 
appointment he sufifers* He coDsi- 
ders most other persons as happier 
than himself ana enjoys hardly anv 
of the blessings of rrovidence wi& 
a calm and grateful mind. He forms 
to himself a thousand distressing 
fears concerning futurity, and makes 
his present condition unhappy, by 
anticipating the misery he may en- 
dure years to come." 

If we examine the rec<Hds of hi*- 
toiy; recollect what has happened 
within the circle of our own expe- 
rience ; consider vrith attention what 
has been the conduct of almost all 
the greatly unfortunate, either in pri- 
vate or public life, whom we may 
have either read o( or heard o^ or 
remember; and we shall find that the 
misfortunes of by far the greater part 
of them, have arisen firom their not 
knowing when they were well, wh«i 
it was proper for them to nt still, and 
to be contented. The inscription 
upon the tombstone of the man who 
had endeavoured to mend a tolerable 
constitution by taking physic^ " I was 
wells I wished to be better: here I 
am^^* may generally be ap{^ed with 
great justness to the distress of dissp- 
pointed avarice and ambition. 

"Men," says an elegant author, 
"are too often ingenious in making 
themselves miserable, by aggravating 
to their own fancy, beyond bounds^ 
all the evils which tliey endure. They 
compare themselves with none bat 
those whom they imagine to be moro 
happy ; and complain that upon them 
alone has fallen the whole load of ha- 
man sorrows. 'I will restore tout 
daughter again to liie^' «ud aa<£afA* 
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ern sage to a prinee who srieved im- 
moderately for the Um of a beloved 
cfaild, ' provided you are able to en- 
grave on her tomb the names of three 
persona who have never mourned.' 
The prince made inquiry after such 
persons, Kut found the inquiry vain, 
and was silent" 

It is said of Mr. G h , whoi 
Uiough simple, honest, humane, and 
generouS) vet was so peeviah and 
splenetic, that he would often leave a 
party of ms convivial friends abruptly, 
m order to go home and brood over 
his misfortunea. How different a 
disposition vras that of Mr. Samuel 
Medlev, the nandfiither of the late 
Mr. Medley, of Liverpool! This good 
man was particularly noted for his 
cheerfufaiess, and was a pleasing ex- 
ample of remarkable confidence in 
God, as it respected his providential 
dispensations ; frequently saying, he 
could never fret five minutes in his 
life^ let things look ever so dark. 

THE DISGUISED AND DISSO- 
LUTE CLERGYMAN RE- 
CLAIMED. 

The following account, as related 
by a clergyman, may be depended on 
as a fiust : — 

" Shortly after the return of the 
0uke of YoriL from Holland, one of 
the regiments which had suj^red 
very materially in the different en- 
g^aeements, was quartered in my pa- 
rish. A private soldier called upon 
me one evening after divine service, 
with a request that I would explain 
ft particular j^art of my discourse 
which he had just beard, expressing, 
at the same time, much interest in the 
general subject of it. 1 found him 
to be a very well-informed man, of 
distinguished piety, and much reli- 
gious knowledge. His language and 
address, betrayed evident marks of 
strong natural sense, aided by an 
unusual acquaintance with the word 
of God, and the operations of his 
grace upon the heart 

*'He frequentiy called upon me 
dii^g the continuance of tne r^* 



ment in my nei(|[hbourhood, and eve^ 
xy suoceeoing mterview gave me 
fresh proofii of his religious attain- 
ments. At that time, he was the 
only man in the regiment who made 
any profisssiim of reli^n, and, on 
that account, was ridiculed and de- 
spised by the greater part of his com- 
panions. 

** At length, the regiment having 
neariy repaired, by fresn recruits, the 
loss sustained in Holland, veas order- 
ed to join a camp, then forming, for 
the purpose of collecting troops for 
the Egyptian expedition, under the 
commana of Sir Ralph Abercromby. 
A few days before their departure, 

W f (tot that was his name,) 

brought with him another private of 
the same regiment, who had ex- 
pressed a particular desire to speak 
with me, btit of whom he knew very 
littie, except that in some of the en- 
gagemento in Holland, he had been 
observed voluntarily to seek danger, 
and needlessly to hazard his person, 
as if with a desperate resolution of 
ridding himself of Kie. On being 
introduced to me, alone, the stranger 
said, that he hoped I should excuse 
the liberty he had taken of coming 
to request that I would purchase a 
small parcel which he had brought, 
in order to enable him to supply him- 
self vrith a few necessaries, prepara- 
tory to his voyage to Egyp^ as he 
had no other means of raismg a lit- 
tie money. He was a tall young 
man, of a dark sun-bumed counte- 
nance, baving something in his as- 
pect, speech, and address, which 
struck me as being above his present 
appearance. On opening his parcel, 
which he did not do without some 
confusion, it proved to consist of some 
clergyman's oands, one or two reli- 
gious books, and some manuscript 
sermons. 'Sir,* said he, * you will 
hear with surprise, and I cannot 
mention it without some uneasiness 
what 1 have for a long time concealed 
from every one around me^ that I am 
in reality a brother clergyman, though 
now disguised in the habit of a com* 
mon flolcder. My frther k a clergy* 
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ttMUi in 'Wales: he educated me him- 
aelf for the Church, and procured 
me ordination, with a title to a cumr 
cy, at — , in the county of W— : 
my name is E I continued upon 

tliat cure three years, during which 
time, I am sorry to say, uirough 
much imprudence and inattention to 
the decorum which suited my charac- 
ter, I omtracted several debts, which 
I had neither the means, nor the 
prospect of pacing. Fearing dis- 
grace and imprisonment, and know- 
ing my &ther s inability to assist me, 
I quitted the town, and formed the 
lesolutbn of enlisting as a soldier, 
which I shortly afterwards did, and 
was soon sent on the expeditbn to 
Holland, whence I lately returned. 
That you may have no doubts as to 
the truth of my story, which may pos- 
flibly induce you to S3rmpathize with a 
brother clergyman in distress, I will 
show you several letters and papers, 
which, when you have read, 1 trust 
you will give me credit for the truth 
of my relation.' He, also, wrote some 
sentences in my presence, which pro- 
ved his hand-wnting to be the same 
with that of the manuscript sermons 
he had requested me to purchase. 
On examining the letters, (some of 
which were mm. his father, expostu- 
lating with him on his extravagance,) 
and putting a variety of Questions to 
him, I felt fully satisfied as to the 
truth of his story. 

" I was greatly concerned at what 
he had related, and began to enter 
into a close and fiiendTy ez{)ostula- 
tion vrith him, on the inconsistency 
of his present situation, with the sa- 
cred profession to which he was 
bouna by ties the most indissoluble. 
I urged the duty of his endeavouring 
to return, if possible, to the discharge 
of his ministerial duties, with a mind 
influenced and imjNroved by the ex- 
perience of past hsurdships and mis- 
mrtunes. As he did not appear dis- 
posed to follow this advice, I brought 
forward, with much earnestness, eve- 
ly argument which scripture or rea- 
M>]i suggested to my nund on the sub- 
ject a^d begged tlut he would p^NlUt 



me to endeavour to proenre bis dis* 
charge from the army, hy a repre<' 
sentation of his case to tlie Duks oi 
York. Although he spoke to me 
widi much civihty, and thanked me 
for my advice, and the offer I had 
made, yet I was sorr^ to perceive a 
great reluctance on his part to avail 
Himself of my counsel, and but little 
appearance of remorse for what had 
passed ; ' he talked like a man weary 
of the world, who had no desire to 
continue in it, and no hope of sus- 
taining a respectable character in it ; 
it was plain, that no impression of a 
religious nature was made on hie 
miiKi. The peculiarity of his situa-^ 
tion, and the occasion hi his coming, 
led him at the same time to pay at- 
tention to what I said. I entered 
into a long conversation with him oa 
the nature and design of Christianity 
in general, as well as .of the pastoral 
o£^ in particular; examined him; 
as to his views of the doctrines of the 
gospel, and explained my own to hkft 
veiy fully. I entreated . him to ta^ 
what I liad said to him in good part, 
and urged him by every sacred con- 
sideration to act the part which it 
appeared to me his duty and inferest 
to adopt. He said but little in i^ly p 
and almost declined saying any mOMt^i 
I, therefor^ purchased his httle par- 
cel, gave him a couple of books^ and 
dismissed him with a blessing, once 
more entreating lum to lay to heart 
what I had sauL In two days, the 
regiment went away ; nor dia I see 

either W ^'or Mr. £ ^ before 

their de^rture. 

"A circumstance of so singular 
a nature frequently .occupied my 
thoughts afterwards i and whenever 
I wore the bands which I had pur-^. 
chased from Mr. E , I felt an 

increased interest in his behalf. Ftobx 
that time, till the return of our troops 
from Egypt, I had no opportunity of 
hearing any thing respecting him, 
except that a cleiraqrman of his name 
had certainly ofl^iated at the town 
which he had specified a few yean 
since : this 1 learned from « native 
of the iplace. 
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" Some time after, my old loqiiaiii* 

tanoe W caUed upon me, and 

aaid he waa just arrived iirom Egypt 
and had a great deal to say to me. 
With the same excellence of heart 
and head as he had testified on every 
former occasion, he entered into a 
dear and si^isfiictory account of the 
events of the Egyptian expedition ; 
describing, in a very affectmg man- 
ner, the outward hardships and dan- 
Sm he had encountered, as well as 
e inrward consolation and support 
iwhich he had derived firom the pow- 
«erof religion on his mind. 

"liiave now," continued he, *Ja 
atoiy to rehite, which I am certain 
you will feel a deep concern in. You, 
without doubt, remember that young 
clergyman, whom I brought to your 
bouse the year before last ; the Kev. 

Mr. E . At that time I knew 

Vut very little of him ; he, however, 
shortly after we had left you, observ- 
ed with some emotion, that what jrou 
said to him made more impression 
upon hu mind than any thinff he had 
«ver heaid in the course of nis life : 
lie then made me <ai80 acquainted 
with his history, to which I was be- 
fore a stranger. From that day I 
was confinea in the hospital with a 
lever, and did not see him again be- 
fore our departure for Egypt. We 
rembarked on board of different shijM ; 
^ was not, therefore, till our amval 
iat Malta, that we met together. Mr. 

E^— took an immediate oppor- 

•tanity of saymg: *W 1 I 

have fong wiaheoto see you ; I want 
Ao tell you how greatly indebted I 
fod to that dear Mend of your's at 
: lean never forget him ; 
Ills words made a deep impression on 
ffly hearl, and I trust, by the bless- 
m ef God, they will yet make a 
fltm deeper, 

"I round, on conversing with 
him, that, since I saw him, ne had 
become ^ected with i^ deep sense of 
faSs spiritual danger, and, by medita- 
tion and secret prayer during the 
voyage, had aoqmlea mpch insight 
into reliffion. He showed strong 
maiks of penitenes^ and gave a w 



vourable hope of an important 
change having taken place in his 
views and dispositions. I was also 
happy to find, that, on the re-assem- 
bling of the regiment after the voy- 
age, among the recruits were a few 
very seriously disposed. Mr.E 
and myself soon formed a little reli- 
gious society amongst them, which 
gradually increased to the number of 
twenty-n>ur : we met as often as pos- 
sible to read the Bible together, con- 
verse on the concerns of eternity, 
aiui unite in prayer to Almighty 
Grod for his blessing on our en^v- 
OUTS. We derived much benefit 

from these meetings. Mr. E-- f 

in particular, expressed himself 
highly delightied by such a profitable 
mode of passing those hours which, 
in our line of life, are too generally 
devoted to drinking, debaucheiy, and 
profiineness. In his confidential 
conversations with me, he frequently 
mentioned your name, and showed 
me the substance of your friendly 
advice to him, which he had from 
memory committed to paper. 
"Wnen we arrived on the coast 

of Africa, Mr. E and myself 

were in the same boat at the time of 
our landing at Aboukir. Through- 
out the whole of the tremendous me, 
which for a considerable time the 
French artillery kept upon us, I ob- 
served great coolness and patient for- 
titude m his countenance. His de- 
portment "WBB very different from 
what I had seen when we served to- 
gether in Holland. At that time, he 
always appeared desperate and care- 
less; now, I thought I could per- 
ceive a courage blended with humili- 
ty, which evidently proceeded from a 
much more'exaltea source. We 
both, by the mercy of God, escaped 
unhurt on that day. Our little so- 
ciety continued its meetings as regu- 
hirly as the trying circumstances of 
om situation would permit. Mr. 
E was three or four timea. 

engaged with the enemy afterwards 
and dways behaved, both before antf 
during the battle, with much steady^ 
and I may c«U it godly, courage. 
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"On tlie evening preceding the 
Slat of March, our whole society 
met together. Mr. £ laaid, in 



the presence of the rest, * I cannot 
account for the strong impression 
which has seized my mind, that I 
shall not survive the event of to- 
morrow's engagement: no such pre- 
possession ever occupied my thoughts 
on any former occasion ; I feel, 
therefore, strongly affected by thb : 
but, if it be thy wUl, O God! thy 
will be done.' We then united to- 
gether in prayer for him, for our- 
selves, and for all our brethren in 
arms ; beseechmg Grod to prepare us 
for the awfiil trial, and give us« grace 
eitber to meet death with joyful 
hope, or to receive his sparing mercy, 
if our lives should be preserved, with 
gratitude. Knowing the importance 
of the next day's battle, and the litUe 
chance we stood of all meeting again 
in this world, we embraced eadi other 
with peculiar attachment and mutual 
lecommendation to the God of 
battle and the Preserver of souls. 
Oh, Sir, it was a happy but tr3^ing 

season to us 1 1 saw Mr. JSj—^ an 

hour before the horrors of that 
bloody day commenced. His words 
were, ' Pray earnestly for me ; and 
if I am killed, and you should be 
spared, give i my last blescdng to our 

worthy and dear friend at : 

tell Mr. ,' continued he, 

'that I owe him more than words 
can repay. He first opened my heart 
to conviction, and Grod has blessed it 
to repentance ; through the unspeak- 
able mercies of Christ, I can die with 
comfort' 

"After the severe engagement 
which followed, wherein me brave 
Abercromb^ fell, according to agree- 
ment our httle society met. Every 
life was spared except that of poor 
Mr. E— — — , whose head was taken 
off by a cannon ball at an early pe- 
riod of the action. Such was the 
will of God. Whilst, therefore, we 
returned hearty thanks for our pre- 
servation, we blessed God's goodness 
for sparing the life of our departed 
brother, tul, by a lively exercise of 



futh and repentanoeu as we had 
every reason to trust, God had made 
himhisown. I now alsoblefla GSod 
that I have had this opportunity o£ 
seeing and relating to yon a story 
which I know yon rejoice to bear.** 



REMOVED. 

a state of despoo- 



DOi:^TS 
A PSRSON in 
dency once gave way to unbelieif, so 
far as to question the whole truth ef 
the Christian religion ; and even 
came to the reaolution of giving up 
all as a ddusioQ. In thb state of 
mind he was retoming lunue one 
night to his house near London : it 
was so dark, that he could not dis- 
cern .a single object before him. It 
was in the very moment he wae 
doubting if ever such a person ae 
Christ existed at all, and had been 
crucified without the gates of Jeru- 
salem, when a man in his way foU 
right into his arms, and he felt hia 
foce against the beard of a Jew, who 
happened to be gdng to town. They 
mutually begged paraon, and depart- 
ed, and witE the Jew went all hia 
doubts for ever. " In the croaking 
of a Jew," said the late Mr. Rylanc^ 
" I hear as if the voice of Gabriel 
proclaimed from heaven, 'Jesus, the 
true Messiah, was crucified without 
the gates of Jerusalem.' " 

In the life of Archbishop Ussher, 
we are told of a lady who had been 
wavering in her religion, that her 
doubts were removed by the occasion 
of a Jesuit's being unable to proceed 
in a disputation with the bishop, and 
leaving the place with shame. 

Memncthon, going once upon some 
great service for the church of Christ, 
and having many doubts and fears 
about the success of his business, was 
greatly relieved by a company of poor 
women and chilaren, whom he found 
praying together for the prosperity of 
the church. 

Athenagoras, a famous Athenian 
philosopher in the second century, 
not only doubted of the truth of Ine 
Christian religion, but was det^- 
mined to write against it : howeter, 
upon an intimate inquiry into the 
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fiieU on which it was supported, in 
the coune of his collecting materials 
£>r bis intended publication, he was 
eonvinoed by the blaze of evidenee in 
its fiivoor, and turned bis designed in- 
vective into an elaborate apology, 
which is still in being. 

TBS DTTELLIST ALARMED. 

The preaching of the late Rer. J. 
Scott having been made efiectual to 
the production of a grsat change in a 
young lady, the daughter of a country 
flentleman, so thst she could no 
Emger join the ftmily in their usual 
4)i88ipations, and appeared to them as 
meltoicholy, or approaching to it ; 
her £ud)er, who was a very gay man, 
booking upon Mr. Scott as the sole 
cause of what he deemed his daugh- 
ter^s BUffortune, became exceedingly 
«nragedathim; so muchso^ thatheao- 
tually lay in wait in order to shoot him. 
Mr. Scott being providentially ap- 
prised of it, viras enabled to escape the 
danffer. The diabolical design of the 
genUeman being thus defeated, he 
flent Mr. Scott a challenge. Mr. 
Scott might have availed himself of 
]aw, and prosecuted him ; but he took 
another method. He waited upon 
him at his house, was introduced to 
him in his parlour, and, with his cha- 
racteristic boldness and intrepidity, 
thus addressed him : — " Sir, I hear 
that you have designed to shoot me, 
by which you would have been guilty 
of murder ; failing in this, you have 
sent me a cballenffe 1 And what a 
coward must you be, sir, to wish to 
engage with a blind man (alluding 
to Ms being short-sighted !) As you 
have given me the challenge, it is now 
my right to chose the time, the place, 
and the weapon ; I, therefore, appoint 
the present moment, sir, the place 
where we now are, and the swoid for 
the weapon, to which I have been the 
most accustomed." The gentleman 
was evidently greatly terrined ; when 
Mr. Scott, luiving attained his end, 
produced a pocket Bible, and exclaim- 
ed, " This IS my sword, sir ; the only 
weapon I wish to engage with. ' 
*< Never," said Mr. Scott to a firiend 



I to whom he reialed this anecdote^ 
" never was a poor careless sinner so 
delighted with the sight of a Bible 
before I" 

Mr. Scott reasened with the gen- 
tleman on the impToprie^ of his con- 
duct, in treating him as he had done, 
for no other reason bat because he 
had preached the truth. The result 
was, the gentleman to6k him by the 
hand, begged his pardon, expressed 
his sorrow for his conduct, and be- 
came afterwards very finendly to him . 

EDUCATION. 

Ltcurgvs esteemed it one of the 
greatest duties of a Ic^lator to form 
regulations for the education of tiie 
Spaftan children. His grand maxim 
was, "That children were thepro* 
perty of the state, to which alone 
th^r education was to be entrusted." 
In their infancy the nurses were in* 
structed to indulge Uiem neither in 
their diet nor in those little froward 
humours which are so peculiar to that 
age ; to inure them to bear cold and 
&tmg; to conquer their first fears, 
by accustoming them to solitude and 
darkness. Their diet and clothing 
were just sufficient to support nature, 
and defend them from the inclemency 
of the seasons. Their sports and 
exercises were such as contributed 
to render their limbs supple, and their 
bodies compact and nrm. Thdr 
learning was sufficient for their occa- 
sions; for Lycuigus admitted no- 
thing but what was truly useful. 
They trained them up in the best of 
sciences — the principles of wisdom 
and virtue. 

Affesilaus, King of Sparta, being ^ 
asked what he thought most proper 
for boys to learn, answered, " Wnat 
they ought to do when they come 
to be men." Thus useful, not ex- 
tensive or ostentatious, learning is 
the best. 

In the education of young persons, 
much is to be considered in respect to 
their teachers. As such ought to be 
possessed of ability, so they ought to 
be encouraged. " Pity it is,*' says the 
great Mr. Ascham, "that commonly 
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' mom cafe is had, yea, and that among 
veiy wise men, to find out rather a 
cunning man fyg their horsey than 
a cunning man for their children. 
They say nay in one word, but they 
do so in deed ; for to one they will 
gladly give a stipend of two hundred 
crowns bv the year, and are loth to 
offer to the other two hundred shil- 
lings. God, that sitteth in heaven, 
laugheth their choice to scorn, and 
rewardeth their liberality as it should. 
For he suffereth them to have tame 
and well ordered horses, but wild and 
unfortunate children ; and, therefore, 
in the end, they find ttiore pleasure 
in thdr horse than comfort m th^ir 
chad." 

The moral principle of childr^i 
ought to be strictly attended to. 
They who write of Japan tell us that 
these people, though njere heathens, 
take such an efi^tual course in the 
education of their children, as to ren- 
der a lie and br^ch of &ith above 
aU things odious to them ; insomuch, 
that it IS a very rare thing for any 
person among them to be taken in a 
ue, or found guilty of breach o£ faith. 
What a reproach is this to Chris- 
tians I How culpable are they, whe- 
ther tutors or parents, who even for 
pnce suffer a lio to poiss unpunished 
or unreproved I 

Platfl^ in several parts of his wri- 
tings^ lays down this greaf principle : 
That the end of the education and 
instruction of youth, as well as of 
government, is to make them better ; 
and that whosoever departs from this 
rale, bow meritorious soever he may 
otherwise appear to be in reality, does 
not deserve either the esteem or the 
approbation of the public. This judg- 
ment that great philosopher gave of 
one of the most illustrious citizens of 
Athens, who had long governed the 
republic with the highest reputation ; 
who had filled the town with temples, 
theatres, statues, and public build- 
ings, beautified it with the most fa- 
mous monuments, and set it off with 
ornaments of gold ; who had drawn 
into it whatever was curious in sculp- 
ture^ jttinting, and architecture, and 



had 4xed in his woika the model aad 
rule of taste for all posterity. 

"But," says Plato, "can they 
name one single man, citiien or l»* 
reigner, bond or free, bc^nning with 
his own children, whom Periclesiittde 
wiser or better by all his care '}" He 
very judiciously observes, that his 
conduct, on the contrary,'had caused 
the Athenians to degenerate firom the 
virtues of their ancestors, and had 
rendered them idle, effeminate, hath 
blezB, busy-bodies, fond of extravagant 
expenses, and admirers of vanity and 
superfluity. From whence he conf 
eludes, that it was wrong to cry up 
his administration so excessively, 
since he deserved no more than a 
groom, who, undertaking the care of 
a fine horse, had taughtliim only to 
stumble and kick^ to te hardmouthed, 
skittish, and vicious. — It is easy to 
apply this to education : it is of little 
consequence what we teach children, 
if we d<> not learn them to be better. 

We should be careful what books 
vti put into the hands of duldren. 
All publications tending to infideUW, 
looseness of character, vice, &c. ought 
to be proscribed. If the Athenian 
laws were so delicate, that they dis* 
graced any one who showed an in- 
quiring traveller the wrong road, 
what disgrace, among Christians^ 
should attach to that tutor, parent, or 
author, who, when a youth is in- 
quiring the road to genuine and use- 
ful knowledge, directs him to bUu^he- 
my and unMUef 7 

The effect of a good education, in a 
national point of view, is very impor- 
tant. The hite celebrated Henrj( 
Fielding assured a person, that, dur^ 
ing his long administration of justice 
in Bow Street, only six Scotchmen 
were brought before him. The re- 
mark did not proceed from any na- 
tional partiality in the magistrate, 
but was produced by him in proof of 
the effect of a sober and religious edur 
cation, among the lowor ranks, on 
their morals uid conduct. 

From the tables of the celebrated 
Mr. Howard, it appears thai in the 
whole of Scotiandi whosepopulation^ 
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•t tite tine of Uf ealeolalaoii, was es- 
timated at one million nx hundred 
thooAind sotib, only one hundred and 
thkty-fiHir peraons were convicted 
of capital cnmes in a period of nine- 
teen yean, being, on the average, 
, about seven in each year. In a sub- 
' sequent table we are informed, that 
in the single circuit of Norfolk in 
England, including six counties, and 
obntaining not more, it u supposed, 
thiOi eight hundred' thousand persons, 
(bong but one half of the population 
of Scotland,) no less than four bun- 
dled and thirty criminals were con- 
demned to death in the spatid of 
twenty-three years ; which is an an- 
nual avenge of neariy nineteen cap- 
ital convicU^ besides eight hundred 
md seventy-four senteiMed to tnne- 
poitatioiL 



There must be a cause forefiects sd^ 
awful. 

■ 

THE FAMILY EXPOSITOR. 

Mr.^ W. a merchant at Boston, in 
America, accon^Ung to his wonted 
liberality, sent a present of chocolate^ 

X, &c. to the Rev. Dr. B. with a 
desiring his acceptance of it as 
a comment on Gul. vi. 6, ** Let hink 
that is taught in the word, commu> 
nicate unto him that teacbeth in aO 
good things." The Doctor, who 
was then confined by sickness, re- 
turned his compliments to Mr. W. 
thanked him for his excellent family 
aepontoTf and wished Mr. W. to 

S've him a practical exposition of 
[attxxv. 36. "Iwa88i<sk,andye 
visited me/* 



THE SVPTT CHURCH. 

Where the truth b not pieached 
m its purity and simplicity, we do 

not fina many hearers. A miniater ^ ^ .._^ 

went one day to a certain church in \ aant being once, on a particular oocar 



THE PIOUS PARKERS. 

The Farmer's Jf\iith better than the 

PrekUe^a DiBquisitions, 

The late King of Sweden was, H 

seems, under senous impressions for 

some time befon lus death. A pea- 



tiie city to offidate for the lecturer. 
After a walk of two miles, he enter- 
ed the church a few minutes before 
Ifaetime^ and was surprised not to see 
«n individual in the diurch, except 
the boy who was tolling the bell with 
the surplice on lus arm. He went 
into the vestry, and was but just sat 
down, when a man in black opened 
the door, and walking up, addressed 
hkn wiUi a. verv consequential air : 
"Pny, Sir, who may you beT' 
'* Who am 1 7 — Such a one : and am 
•ome to preach for your lecturer this 
afternoon." — " There was nobody 
kera last Sunday," ndd Haa man ; 
** and I see nobody to-day." Uoon 
which, taking up nis hat, he stalked 
off with digmty, saying, " Let us de- 
pi^rt in peace ;''' and kft the cler^- 
man overwhelmed with indignation 
tfid astonishmeiit These things 
ought not so tp be. On the Lor<rs, 
day— in the midst of the dty of Lon- 
dofi— in one of its most beautiful 
ehoidiBs—not an individual attend- 
«d for two suecaMife sabbaOsl— 



sion, admitted to his presence, the 
king, knowing him to be^ person of 
singular piety, asked him» "Whfct 
he took to be the true nature of &ith V 
The peasant entered aeeply into the 
subject, and much to the W^s ctun- 
fort and satisfaction. The King tit, 
last, lying on his death bed, had a re- 
turn of his doubts and fears as to the 
safety of his soul ; and still the same 
question was perpetuallyin his mouth 
to those about him — "What is real 
fidth ?" His attendants advised him 
to send for the Archbishop of Upsal ; 
who, coming to the king's beaside, 
began in a learned logical manner to 
enter into the scholastic definition of 
faith. The prelate's disquisition last- 
ed an hour. When he had done, thi^ 
king said, with much enargy, **AU 
this is ingeniouSy but riot comfortor 
ble; it is not what. I^Dont: nothings 
after, ally but the farmer's faith vtU 
do far me," So true is that obscrv*^ 
tion, that rdi^on it a plain thixig:; 
and indeed it wants no metajphyflini 
■ttbiillieis no critical dinquiaitiomH bo 
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laborious nasoniiiga, totet it in a 
clear light 

When the kte Mr. Buiffess was a 
lioy, he went with a Iom. of seed 
wheat to a faim-hooae some miles dis- 
tant : on the road they met a wagon- 
€r^ who asked where they were go- 
l9n^. They told him; and he an- 
swered, " The Lord have mefrcy up- 
on you, then, for you and your horses 
itrfll be sadlv taken care of." When 
^y arrhred at the boose, the master 
«aKne out, and said, ** Well, m^^ boys, 
yoa ave safdy arrived; come in and 
nflresh yourselves: my men shall 
unload your wheat, and take eare of 
your horses." This was accordingly 
done. When Mr. B was in the 
house, partaking of his hospitality, he 
thought oertaiiuy* this man was one 
of those he had read of in the Bible, 
who were despised for their rehgion, 
heiog exceedingly surprised to find 
him act so contrary totne account he 
hsA heard; when, looking at the 
chimney^ce, he saw the rollowing 
lines: 

'*Vhave nfi'faeiise-iooia'ftNrUie cunM sweanir, 
.**'1^r any wek»me for ttie false tale-beaier t 
" The liar shallnot in my presence dwell : 
'*'Soch gaedts lus those ait Only fit tar hell.*' 

. Mr. B. lived to be upwards of se- 
venty, when he visited that same 
.j^Uu^e, found the house new built, in 
Che possession of a good man, and the 
«aBie Ihies written over the new 
chunney-pieoe. 

FASHION. 

" The powor of fiishion (says Mr. 
Cogan, in lus Treatise on the Pas- 
/sioBs) is an ideal influenza, that 
spreads with the utmost rapidity, in- 
recting a whole community where it 
commenced ; sometimes extending to 
distant nations, and acquiring such 
strength in its progress, that nothing 
can resist its force. It does not pos- 
sess the degree of merit attendant up- 
ttti the excessive love of novelty, 
l^hich always imagines the object to 
possess some d^ree of worth ; a cir- 
cumstance, this, by no means essen- 
tia to the influence of feshion, whose 
liUthority is^ in genexai, derived firom 



things known to be idle and insigni- 
ficant Fashion gives absolute vway 
to modes, forms, colours, &c. wanton- 
ly introduced by the .whim of an in* 
dividual, with vrham the majority 
have not the most distant connexion ; 
concerning whom they are totally Ig- 
norant, unless circumstances and si- 
tuations of notoriety shouU r^er 
their characters ^her equivocal at 
unequivoccU, It is capable <^ instan- 
taneously altering our opinion of tb« 
nature and qualities of things, with- 
out demanding any ^Kunful exertions 
of the understanding, or roquirin|^ 
the slow process of investigatiom. 
With the quickness g( a magic wand» 
it in a moment subverts all those 
ideas of beauty, elegance, and projo'i- 
ety, we had before cherishea. It 
makes us reject as odious, what we 
had latdy oontempk^«d as most de- 
sirable ; and raptures are inspired by 
qualities we had just oonsioered ae 
penucious and dfelbraied. Unwill- 
ing to renounce our title to rationali- 
ty, unable to resist the power of £u^- 
ion, we mdce evtry attempt to recon- 
cile reason with absurdity: thus^ in 
numberless instances, we attempt to 
vindicate to ourselves and others ^ 
novel aflfedtion." 

Too much attention to &^onable 
dress certainly displays an imbecili^ 
of mind. Alf^bonsus, King of AntL- 

§on, used to wear no better apparel 
iian the ordinary sort of his subjects 
did ; and, being advised by one to p«t 
on kingly apparel, he answered, " I 
had rather excd my suljects in my 
behaviour and authority, than in a 
diadem and purple garments." 

Augustus Ccisar used to say, " that 
rich and gay clothing was either the 
ensign of pride, or the nurse of luxi- 
ry." A very just sentiment. 

Alexander oeverua, when he came 
to be Emperor of Rome, sold all the 
precious stones which w«re in the 
palace, saying, "that Aey were not 
of any use to men." He w<«e ymrj 
jdain and ordinary apparal, saving, 
" that the empire omsisted in vHtae, 
not in bravery.** 

In the teign of W. Bx^ ilMM 
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WHS a mode which prevailed through- 
oat Europe, both among men and 
women, to give an enormous length 
to their shoes, to draw the toe to a 
sharp point, and to affix to it the 
f^jTure of a bird's bill, or some such 
ornament which was tamed upwards, 
and which was often sustained by 
gold or silver chains tied to the knee. 

The ecclesiastics took excei>tion at 
this ornament, which they said was 
an attemj;)t to belie the scripture, 
where it is affirmed that no man can 
add to his stature ; and they declaim- 
ed against it with great vehemence ; 
nay, assembled some synods, who ac- 
tually condemned it. But such was 
the power of ftshion and custoni^ that 
though the clergy at that time could 
overturn thrones, and had sufficient 
authority to send above a million of 
men on their errand (crusades) to the 
deserts of Asia, they could not pre- 
vail against these long pointed shoes ; 
and it actually maintained its ground, 
in opposition to all, for seven! cen- 
turies. 

" It may be a sufficient censure of 
flome fashions, ''observes Mr. Newton, 
*' to say ^t they are ridiculous. Their 
chief effect is to disfigure the female 
form. And perhaps me inventors of 
them had no worsedesisn than tomake 
a trial,how far they could lead the pas- 
sive unthinking many in the path of 
absurdity." Some fiishions, which 
seem to have been at first designed to 
hide a personal defbrmity,have obtain- 
ed a general prevalence with those 
who had no such deformity to hide. 
We are informed that Alexander 
had a wry neck, and therefore his 
courtiers carried their heads on one 
eide, that they might appear to be in 
the king's fiishionft We smile at this 
servility in people who lived in Ma- 
cedonia twenty centuries before we 
were bom ; yet it is little less general 
amonff ourselves in the present day. 

A lady once asked a minister, 
whether a person might not pay 
some attention to dress and the &sh- 
ioois vfithoot being proud. " Ma- 
dam," replied the mmister, *'when- 
CW yoa iee the tail of the fox out 



of the hole, you may be sure the £o:g 
is there." 

A certain minister lately paid a vi- 
sit to<a lady of his acquaintance who 
was newly married, and, who was at- 
tired in the modern indecent fashion. 
After the usual compliments, he fiu- 
miliarly said, "I hope you have flot 
a good husband, Madam." "YeS) 
Sir," replied she, "and a good man 
too," — "I don't know wMt to sa^ 
about hia goodness," added the mi' 
nister, rather bluntly j " for my Bi- 
ble teaches me that a good man. 
should clothe his wife, but he lets yo« 
go half naked." 

The Man qf Faahion, 

"The external, graces, the frivo^^ 
lous accomplishment of that impCT* 
tinent and toofish thing called a man 
of fashion, are commonly more ad- 
mired than the solid and masculine 
virtues of a warrior, a statesman, a 
philosopher, or a legislator. All the 
great and awful virtues, all the virtueo 
which can fit either for the council, 
the senate, or the field, are, by the in- 
solent and insignificant flatterers who 
commonly fi^re the most in sucb- 
corrupted societies, held in the utmost 
contempt and derision. When the 
Duke of Sully was called upon \fj 
Lewis the Thirteenth to give nis ad- 
'vice in some great emergency, he ob- 
served the. favourites and courtiers, 
whispering to one another, and smi- 
ling at his unfashionable appearance. 
'Whenever your majesty's father,' 
said the old warrior and statesman, 
* did me the honour to consult me, he 
ordered Uie buffoons of the court to 
retire into the anti-chamber." ' 



FEMALES, ANECDOTES OF. 

Ltamed FemcUea. 

Ladies have sometimes distin- 
ffuished themselves as prodigies of 
learning. Many of the most emi- 
nent geniuses of the French nation 
have Wn of the female sex. Severai 
of our countrywomen have also made 
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. Qjueea EUzabeth, hy u. double 
tXRoaUtixig of Greek, wilbiant miasing, 
evefy forenoon, and of Latin eveiy 
afternoon, itttained tonich a perfect 
ua^erst^iidiog in both, tongues, and 
t^ BUfsh a r«ady utterance of Ijatia, 
W that with each judgment, as 
there w«re few in either of the uni^ 
iferait|j»% or elsewhere in England, 
that were comparable t»he(. 

Of Lady Jane Gxajr it ia laid^ that 
beside her ekiU in the Latin, and 
Greek langaagea, she was^ acquainted 
wii^ the B^brew also ; eo as to be- 
aUe ta satisfy henelf in both the 
oriffinals. 

Mary Gunitz, one of the greatest 
goniuaes in the^ aizteenth. oentuxy, 
was bom in ^esia. She learned 
languages with amaring fiuaUty, and 
undeistood Polish, Germaui French, 
Itahan, X^atin, Greek, and Hebrew. 
She attained a knowledge of the sci^ 
ences with equal ease ; Sos waa skilK 
ed in history, nhysic, poetry, paln^ 
ing, muaio, ana playing upon instru- 
ments ; anid yet tiiese were only an 
amusement She more paiticiuarly 
^plied ^iereelf to Uie mathematics, 
and especially to astronomy, which 
she made her principal study, and 
was mnked in the number of the 
most able astronomers of her time. 
Her astronomieal tables acquired her 
a prodigious reputation. 

Anna Maria Schunnan was boni 
in the year 1607. Her extraordinaiy 
genius discovered itself at six years 
of age, when she cut al|i sorts of 
figures in paper with her sciaaais, 
without a pattern. At eight she 
learned, in a few days, to draw flow- 
ers in a very agreeable manner. At 
ten, she took hot three hours to lesm 
embroidery. Afterwards she was 
taught music, vocal and instrumen- 
tal, painting, sculpture, and engcsv-, 
ing, in all which she succeeded a^ 
minbly. She excelled in annia^ore 
painting, and in cutting nvcraits 
upon «ass vritb a diamonJ. He- 
brew, Greek, and lAtin, wsro so fa- 
miliar to her, that the most learned 



men were astoqiahed atit Sha^appka^ 
French, Italian,, and SQ|fiih» ftiK 
ently. Her hand»wiit)ng^ vi almoat 
all lan|(i]ages, v«Bs so i n i m i t ab ly thiaX 
the cunous preserved apywrnmn'* «f it 
in their cabinets. 

Gonstantia Grier8(»i»< bOKB of poier 
paronts in the oonafe^ of KiUb^my, 
m Ireland, wa/i one^the most learn- 
ed women on reoofd, tboug|biahe died 
at the age of tweniy-^ieven, in 1733. 
She was an excellent Gieek and La- . 
tin scholiur^ and understood histaiy, 
divinity, phibsophy, and mathcma^ 
tics. She nroived her ddU in Lalxz^ , 
by her dedicaticm of the Dublin edi- 
tion of Tacitus to I^ord Caiteret, and 
by that of Terronce to his son ; to 
whom she abo addressed a Greek 
epigranu 

Mary, Q^ueen of Scots, at an early 
period, is said te have pronounced, 
with great applause, before the whole 
court, a Latin harangue, in which 
she proved that it was not unbecom- 
ing the fiur aox to< cultivate letterS) 
and to acquire learning.— She ap* 
plied alsQ^ with great success, to the 
study of the French, Italian, and 
Spanish, which ahe spok^ not only, 
with propriety, but vwth /taeagr and 



Margaret, Dutchess efNewcaati^ 
if not a learned, is kjiovni, at leaa^ 
as a voluminona writer, for she ex* 
tended her liteiary msductians to the 
number of twelve loao voluiBes. 

These instaeeas are not selected 
to imply that a kamo4 •ducQtimk 
ought to be given to Ibmales in ge- 
neral. They are sufficient, howevM^ 
I think, (o decide the controversy re* 
spectiag the inteUectnal talents of, 
women, ogApared with those of men { 

enough^ P^^^ ^'^ ^^ *** ^^' 
cal p^ers in the female sex as well 

as jMe male, 

Females, however, would do well 

CO embrace every opportunity of en> 

laigii^ their minds with useful^ 

knowCdge. Instead of losing time 

by perusiQg those works (^'imajpnar. 

tion in which so many take de%ht, 

and by which so many ave actiially, 

rendered dissolnte, how mueh belter 
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to see tfum employed in gtadyinffthe 
nges of hktory, of gmnmar, of mo- 
ti&j, ofmefiil liter&are in senenl, 
ind or lefigion I And here Icannot 
lielp leconmiending to my female 
Xeaoen Mn. Hmnnah Moore's ad- 
uurable Stiictares on Education, 
■< which (says Dr. Porteua, the late 
Bishop of London) present to the 
leader such a fiind otjgood sensej of 
wholesome counsel, ofsseadous ob- 
servation, of a knowlec^e of the 
world and of the female heart, of 
lugh-toned^ morality and genuine 
diristian piety ; and all this enliven- 
«d with such brilliancy of wit, such 
richness of imagery, such variety and 
felicity of allusion, such neatness and' 
elegance of diction, as are not, I con- 
cdve, easily to be found so combined 
and blended together in any other 
work in the Ensush language."— See 
the bishop's c&rge to nis clersy in 
1798, 1799. 

Indiatriout Females, 
I once knew a lady (observes one) 
noble by birth, but more noble by her 
\irtue& who never sat idle in compa- 
"ny, unless when compelled to it by 
]the punctiHo of ceremony, which she 
'took care should happen as rarely as 
possible. Being a perfect mistress 
of her needle, and having an excel- 
lent taste in that as in many other 
thinss, her maxmer, whether at home 
or abroad with her friends, was to be 
-constantly engaged in working some- 
thing useful or something beautiful ; 
«t the same time that^he assisted in 
supporting the conversation with an 
attention and capacity which I have 
never seen exceeded. For ^ sake 
of variety and improvement when in 
her own house, some one of the com- 
pany would often read aloik, while 
she and her female visitants were 
thus employed. I must add, ^t 



in ancient times, when it was th0 
custiHn for ladies, though of the great' 
est distuiction, to emj^oy themselves 
in useftil and sometunes laboriou* 
works 1 Every one knows what is 
told us in scripture to this purpose 
concerning Reoeoca, Rachel, and se* 
veral others. We read in Homer 
of princesses drawing themselves 
water from springs, and washing, 
with thcor own himds, the finest of 
the linen of their respective femilies. 
The sisters of Alexander the Great, . 
who were the daughters of a powerful 
prince, employed themselves in nut' 
king clothes for their brothers. The 
celebrated Lucretia used to spn in 
the midst of her female attendimts. 
Among the Romans, no citizen of 
any note ever appeared in public in 
any garb but what was spun by his 
wife and daughters. It was a cus' 
tom in the northern parts of the 
world, not many years ago, for the 
princesses who tnen sat upon the 
throne to prepare several of the dishes 
at every meal. The depravity of the 
age has, indeed, affixed to these cus- 
toms an idea of meanness and con- 
tempt ; but, then, what has it sub- 
stituted in the room of them 1 A soft 
indolence, a stupid idleness, frivo^ 
lous conversation, vain amusements, 
a strong passion for pubUc shows, and 
a frantic love of gaming. 

The habits of industry, says an 
elegant female writer, cannot be too 
eariy, too sedulously formed. Let. 
not the sprightly and the brilliant re- 
ject industry as a plebian quality ; as 
a quality to be exercised only by those 
who have their bread to earn, or their 
fortune to make. It is the quality to 
which the immortal Newton mo- 
destly ascribed his own vast attain- 
ments ; who, when he was asked by 
what means he had been enabled to 



daring an mtimate acquaintance tf make that successful progress which 
several years, I do not remember everVstrock mankind with wonder, replied, 

th^ it was not so much owing to any 



years, 
to have seen her once driven to the 
polite necessity of either winning or 
using wmney at play, and making tier 
guests defray the expense of the en- 
leitalnment. 
What a happy simplicity prevailed 



f(up«nor strength 'of genius, as to a 
habit «f patient thinking, laborious 
attention, and close application. In-' 
dttstry is the sturdr and hard-work-< 
ing pbneer, who^ by persevning la' 
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BotuTi mnovw obitnictioiM^ ovensomea 
<iifficultim, dean iDtricadefl, and then 
iadlitateg the much ai^ aids the vic- 
loriesof ^moB. 
^- Uteful FYnuUea. 

It 18 aaid of the wift of the learned 
Budans, that, ao far from drawing 
him from his studies, she was sedu- 
lous to animate him when he lan- 
guished. Ever at his side, and ever 
assiduous, «ver with some useful book 
m her hand, she acknowfedged her- 
self to be a most happy woman. 
Budeus was not insensible of his sin- 
ffular felidt^r : he called her the fidth- 
iul companion^ not of his life only, 
but of his studies. 

"We owe, it is said, to the wife of 
Judjge Groke, and her superiority of 
soul; we owe to the virtue of this 
woman, and her disregard of selfish 
considerations, in comparison of the 
h(mour and duty of her husband, the 
immortal decision in the case of ship- 
money ; a decision which fixed one 
of the bulwarks of our constitution; 
a decision of more durable and certain 
worth than a thousand triumphs. 
She told her husband, who haa re- 
solved to give his o^nnion fixr this 
new claim of urerogative, that "She 
hoped he would do notmng against 
his conscience, for fear of any lunger 
or prejudice to him or his fimmy ; 
and that she would be content to suf-^ 
fer want or any miserjr with him, ra- 
ther than be an occasion for him to 
do or say any thing against his Judg- 
ment or conscience." — ^Vide White- 
lock's Memorials, 25. Macauly, vol. 
xi. p. 296, 227. 

We owe to the virtue of another 
lidmirable woman TCtueen of Edward 
]II.]| that one of tne most illustrious 
of kings did not, at the siege of Calais, 
eclipse the lustre of his conquest by a 
eiuelty which would for ever have 
been a disgrace to our annals. The 
kine, having turned the siege into a 
blockade, was greatly incensed at 
their obstinate resistance, which had 
•detained him eleven months under 
their walls. At lengthy however, he 
consented to grant their Uvea to all 
4he garrison and inhabitants, ex- 



cenpt six of the mineipal bufgenes^ 
who should deliver to him the 
keys of the dty with ropes about 
their necks. When these terms 
were made known to the people of 
Calais, they were plunged m thcr 
deepest distress; and, alter all the 
miseries they had suflieied, they could 
not tlunk without horror of giving 
up six of their feUow-citizens to con 
tain death. In tUs extremity, when 
the whole people were drowned in 
tears, and uncertain what to do^ Eus- 
tace De Pierre, one of the ochest 
merchants in the place, stepped forth, 
and voluntarily ojOTeied nimself to 
be one of these six devoted victiniB. 
His noble example was soon imitatid 
by five others of the most wealthy 
citizens. These true patriots, bare- 
footed and bareheaded, with ropes 
about their necks^ were attended to 
the sates by the whole inhabitants, 
with^ teais,^ blessings, and prayers; 
for their safety. When they wero 
brought into Edward's presence, they 
laid the keys of the city at his feet, 
and, falling on their knees, implored 
his mercy in such moving strainai 
that all the noble spectators melted 
into tears. The king's resentment 
was so strong for the many toils and 
losses he had s^flfered in this tedious 
siege, that he was in some danger of 
forgetting his usual humanity ; when 
the queen, falling upon her luiees, be- 
fore him, earnestly begged and ob- 
tained their lives. Tms great and 
good princess conducted these vir* 
tuous citizens, whose lives she had 
saved, to her own apartment, enter* 
tained them honourably, and dismiss- 
ed them with presents. 

It is said of aueen Mary II. that 
she ordered good hocikn to be laid in 
the places of attendance, that persons 
might not be idle while they were in 
their turns of service. She gave her 
minutes of leisure to architecture and 
gardening; and since it employed 
many hands, she said, $ke hoped ii 
would he forgiven her: 

How peculiarly useful may fenialm 
be in a domestic state! in many 
cases, observes one^ the opiuion of 
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ike wife mBLj be piefefable to thai of 
onrown. Their judgment may be 
lees elouded by inteiest ; they stand 
back from the objects ; we are too 
near ; they are cool and calm ; we, 
by bcuiff m the scene, an ruffled and 
inflamed.- An eminent minister, a 
few yean ago^ m a publication, de- 
clared to the woild, that he had ne- 
ver, in any particular business, acted 
contrary to the> raggestions of his 
wife, without having reason aftei^ 
wards to repent of it 
. Let me press upon mv feir readers 
to study plans of usefumess, both as 
to the body and the mind, so tlut 
their families^ their neighbours, thdr 
jfinend^ their oountey. may be the 
better for them. " Wlule othen axe 
weightily engaged in catching a fesh* 
ion, or adjuran^ a cud, let i& object 
of your cuhivation be the understuid- 
ing, the memofy,, the will, the affee- 
tifflis, the coBscienceu I^etnopaitof 
this internal eieation be unadorned ; 
let it sparkle with the diamonds of 
wisdom, of prudence, of humility, of 
gentleness. These ornaments alone 
will confer dignity, and prepare for 
usefulneaB." 

It would be at pleasant summer 
amusement, says Mrs. H.. Moore, 
for our young ladies of fortune, if 
they were to preside at such spinning 
feasts as are instituted at Nunel^aro, 
for the promotion of virtue and indus- 
try, in their own sex. Pleasurable 
anniversaries of thb kind would 
serve to combine in the minds of the 
poor two ideas which ought never to 
be separated, but which tftey are not 
vety forward to unite,— that the great 
wish is to make them happy as well 

•S'ffQOd. 

It would be a noble emplo3nnent, 
observes the above mentioned author- 
ess, and well becoming the tender- 
ness of their sex, if ladles were to 
consider the superintendence of the 
poor as their immediate office. They 
«re peculiarly fitted for it ; for, from 
their own liabits of life, they are 
more intimately acquainted wirh do- 
mestic wants- than the other sex $ 
«]id in certain instances of sickness 



and sufievtBg'peciilbr.taihemseli 
diey should m eneotodto ham mam 
sympathy, and they hawi obnonslir 
more leisure. There is a certain! i»« 
lisious society distinguished by sim- 
pOcity of dnss, manners, and lau' 
guage, whose poor are, perhaps, ta-> 
ken better caie of than any oOmt;. 
and one reason may be^ thattlM^ vn 
immediately under the inc^wctioiQ ot^ 
the women. 

"Do3ro« know," says an iai^ 
nious writer, "whatwemuritadmirB; 
in YOU? It is not your dress : we 
could make a beast fine with tia^ 
pings. It is not your abUitiea^ it 
would not be your abiUtiea^ if youhadi 
suoh powers as anoela havei for, in- 
deed, what hut a mie ereature is Ga* 
btial to usi a fine speeidation, nioar» 
beautilicil than the xambow to lookat i 
but What is it to usi Whatwead-< 
nuie, and what we ought? to admive^ 
in man, is that coUeetioaof fine feein 
ings which make him ahnman ciea^ 
tare, social and uaefiiL Sympathy 
and feUow feeling,; tenderness of 
heart and pity for the wretched^ 
companion for your neighboum^ an4 
revereowse for ^our God, the meltrng 
eye^ the sootbui^ tone^ the silver fean 
tusesjihe ingemouB devioes, the ra^ 
actions of a soul all penetmted witli 
reason a^d religion, these SJre the 
qualitiee we admire in? you. O, I 
love the soul that must and will' do 
good, the kind creature that nms to 
the sick bed, I might rather say hed^ 
stead, of a poor neighbour, wipes 
away the moistureof afever, smooths 
the clothes, beats up the piUow, fills 
the- pitcher, sets it within reach, ad- 
ministers only a cup of cold water } 
but in the tr,ue spirit of a disciple of 
Christ becomes a fellow worker with 
Christ in the administration of hap- 
piness to mankind. Peace be with 
that good soul 1 She also must come 
in due time into the condition of her 
neighbour, and then may the Lord 
strengthen her upon the bed of lan- 
guishing, and, by some kind hand like 
her own, make all her bed in her 
sicknep.'' 

A tribute <tf respect might be herf 
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ptld to celebnitodfUNis women. The 
DBmesof Pirr, RaaseU, Rowe, Hope, 
CHenoTchyi Huntingdon, Langfaam, 
Warwick, Hastings, Brooks, and a 
vast number of others, will not soon 
be forgotten. But for interesting ac- 
counts of these illustrious characters, 
see Gibbon's Memoirs of Pious Wo- 
men, with additions, by the Rev. G. 
Jennent 



THB fool's reproof. 
There was a certain nobleman 
(says Bishop Hall) who kept a fool, 
to whom he one day gave a staff, 
with a charge to keep it till he should 
meet with one who was a greater fool 
than himself: not many years after, 
the nobleman fell sicK, even unto 
death. Thefool came to see him : his 
sidL brd said to him, " I must shortly 
leave you." — " And whither are you 
ffoing T' said the fool. *' Into ano- 
Qier world," replied his lordship. — 
"And when wDl you come again? 
Within a month 1" « No."—" With- 
in a year V « No.'*—" When then 7" 
"Never."— "Never!" said thefool: 
"and what provision hast thou made 
fin: thy entertainment there whither 
thou goestr* "None at all"— 
"Nol" said the fool, "none at all! 
Here, then, take my staff; for, with 
aU my foUy, I am not guilty of any 
such feUy as this." 

TORBEARANC£ AND KINDNESS. 
" All that is great and good in 
the universe is on the code of clemen- 
cy and mercy. If we look into the 
lustoi^ of majikind, we shall find 
that m every age, those who have 
been respected as worthy, have 
been distinguished for this virtue. 
Revenue dwells in little minds ] a no- 
ble and magnanimous sfarit is superi- 
or to it Collected within itse^ it 
stands unmoved by the impotent as- 
saults of our enemies; ana with ge- 
nerous pity, rather than with anger, 
looks down on their unworthy con- 
duct It has b^n truly said, that the 
greatest man on earth can no sooner 
4X)immitaniniury,thana good man can 
mak^ hiipseif greater by forgiving it^ 



Anger and- revenge are unc 
pasflums; "hence," says Seed, ": 
appears that the command of loving 
our enemieBy which has been thought 
a hard saying, and impossible to be* 
fulfilled, is rndlly no more, when re- 
solved into its first principles, than 
bidding us to be at peace with our- 
selves, which we cannot be^ so lonff 
as we continue at enmity wilS 
others." 

The heathens themselves saw the 
reasonableness of the spirit which we 
are now inculcating, and approved of 
it. It is said, concerning Juliu» 
Cssar, that upon any provocation he 
would repeat the Roman alphabet 
before he suffered himself to speak, 
that he might be more just and calm 
in his resentments^ and also that he 
could foi^et nothing but wrongs, and 
remember nothing but benefits. 

It becomes a man, says the Empe- 
ror Antoninus, to love even those that 
olfend him. A man hurts himsdtf, 
says EpictetuS) by injuring me ; and' 
what then 7 Shall I therefore hurt 
myself by injuring him? — In bene- 
fits, says Seneca, it b a disgrace to be 
outdone ; in injuries, to set the bet^ 
ter. Another heathen, wnen he vras . 
angiy, with one by him, said, "I 
would beat thee ; but I am angry.'' i 

Philip, the King of Macedon, dis*. 
covered great moderation, even whenr^ 
be was spoken to in shocking and 
injurious terms. At the close of an 
audience which he gave to some- 
Athenian ambassadors who were 
come to complain of some act of hos- 
tility, he asked whether he could do 
them any service. " The greatest 
service thou oouldst do us," said De- 
mochares, " will be to hang thyself." 
Philip, though he perceived all the per* 
sons present were highly offended at 
these words, made the following an- 
swer, with the utmost calmness oi tem- 
per : "Go ; teU your superiors, that 
those who dare make use of such in- 
solent language are more haughty 
and less peaceably inclined than those 
who can forgive them." 

It is reooraed to the honour of £d* 
ward III. that one day, being hail 
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-^awn Vfon tte M, one of fail do^ 
imfetiei, wIk» M aot know ituX he 
^VM in tbe toon, skrie some monev 
«Nit of a ehest lie Ibmid open, whkh 
the king lei him cany off withoat 
^Kyiag a word. Pieeently after tke 
l»y l e tor ae J to make a second tJb- 
tempt, the kki^ called eat to him, 
without any nelence oi p ae ni i m , 
**SizTali, yon had beet be satisfied 
with what you haTO ffot ; for if my 
chamberlain come and catch you, he 
will not only take away wlut you 
liave stokn, but also wnip you se- 
yretely." The chamberlain coming 
in and missing the money, feU intoa 
great rage; but the king calmly said 
Id him, "Be content; the chest 
vhouki not have been left open. The 
lemptation was too strong for the 
poor youth : he wanted money more 
than we ^ and there is etiUenoagh 
left for w." 

There was one who did Sir Mat- 
thew Hale a creiA HQury, who^ com- 
Ing afterwaim to him for his advice 
4n the aettlement of his estale^ he 
Igavie It wiy fhknkly to him, but 
wmildaeoentnofoeforit; andthere- 
by showed both that be could forgive 
m a Chiislian, and that he had the 
■eul of a gentleman in him, not to 
take money of one who bad wtonged 
liim so heinously. When be was 
nsked by one how he could use a man' 
«o kindly who had wiebffed him so 
nnch^ lus answer was, he thanked 
Godf he had kwmed to foiget inju- 



Tibeiius, the Romm emperer, at 
lihe bennning of his reivn, acted, in 
nost Uiingi, like a tnuy generous, 
tfood-natured, ayid clement prince. 
All siandeioua tepoiis, libel^ and 
lampoons, i»ob lum and hisadmi- 
nisteatioD, he Iwre with extraoidi- 
naiypatiMMei saying, **That in a 
free rtate^ the thfloghto and tongues 
0fevenr man ought to be free;" and, 
when the senate would have proceed- 
ed against some who had nubUsbed 
libels against him, he woula not con- 
•ent to it, mymg, "We haye not 
tSme enooi^ to attend to such triles : 
if yon 90ca «|WB ftdeor ta iuoh in- 



fonnatioBSk yen will be «ble -to di> no* 
thing else; for, under UmA prelenc% 
every man vrill revenge himself .iqpoft 
his enenieshy accusing them to yoiL^ 
How noble was the i^nduet of thi» 
heathen 1 and .what a reproof doei 
his cendnct afierd to many who ana 
luofessed ChrisCians, and who have 
not learnt that apostolic lesson, "to 
be patient toward all men 1". 

Mr. Burkitt observes, in his Jour- 
nal, that some persons would never 
have had a particular share in his 
prayers^ but for the injuries they had 
done him. This reminds me of an 
exemplary passage conoeminff Mr. 
Law^ice^s^^going, with i^me oT 
his sons, by the house of a gendeman 
that had been injurious to him: he 
gave a charge to his sons to this puf- 
pose, " That th^ should never think 
or speak amiss of that gentleman, for 
the sake of any thing he had done 
against him; but, whenOTer they 
went by his house, should lift up 
their hearts in prayer to iStod for him 
andhisfiunily.'' This eood man haA 
learnt to practice that sdmirable pre- 
oept of our Lord, "Pray for them 
v^ch despiteftdly tse you and per- 
secute you.*^ M 

Of Mr> Mm Hendersoa, it is ob^ 
aerved, that the oldest of his friendly 
never beheld him otherwise thw 
calm and collected : it was a state of 
mind he letained «nder aU ckcnoh 
skanoes. During his residence at 
Oxford, a atudent of a neiriibounqg 
college, piDttd of his logio^ acquis- 
menta, was eoIidteiM of a privato 
disputation with the reoowneu Hfll»^ 
derson: some mmtual friemhi intio- 
dnoed him, and, bavins chosen hia 
snlneet, they convened for esmn tiitta 
with eqmd candour and asoderatiaii ; 
bui Hendenun's untagonist, percerr- 
iag his confutation inevitable, (fok^ 
gettinff the cfaancter of a gentlemaiL 
and vvith a resentment engendeiaa 
bv his foraar amganoe^) tiirow a foil 
l^ttss of ivine in Mt ^bo^ Heatnt- 
•on, witfiaat olbBRng hia foalMM^ AT 
changing his nosilian, msaAf wM 
laTSoi^ MMTiM «Mily teF&4^ 
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* ThiS) Sir, it a digregnon : now far 
tke argument" 

A ceftain BoUd eoortier beini^ aak- 
•d by what means lie had oonttnii^ 
ao kniff IB fiivmir, replied, "B^ being 
ihankral, and patiently enduring in- 
)aiiea." 

A gentleiBiui onoe went to Sir 
£ardley Wilmot, Ent (late Lord 
Chief JiBtiee of the Court of Com- 
WBtm Pleas,) under t]}e impttesbn of 
peat wrath and indignation, at a real 
Mjur^ he had received from a person 
high m the political worid, and which 
lie was meditatinff how to resent in 
tlie most e£EBctuiu manner. After 
•slaliing the paiticulara, he asked Sir 
JSudley, if he did not thmk it woukL 
be fiuuiiv to nsent it ^'Yei^'^aaid 
tba faoiffht) "it will be manly to re> 
sent it, but it will be iSod4dke to for- 
mw it" The ffentleman declared, 
taat this had suon an. instantaneous 
wihct upon him, that he came away 
aaite a different man, and in a verv 
oifisiient tenqier fiom that in wbicn 
he went 

Mr. Cecil' oimerw&i oL the late in- 
genious artist, Bacon, that though he 
was natumlly- initable, yet he was 
■otatallirinfflctiTe: he was warm in 
his attachments, but more disposed to 
hment his. wrongs than to rieaent 
them. *'! do not recollect," says 
Mr. C, "any one in which I have 
observed so much natural irritabUity, 
tempered with such meekness and 
Ibrbearanoe. The following instance 
will ezempfify this remark. While 
Mr. Bacon was walking one day in 
Westminster Abbey, he observed a 
person standing berore his principal 
work, who seemed to pride himself 
on his taste and skill in the tttits, and 
who was exuberanli in his ssmarks. 
" This monument' of Gbathaib^" said 
he to Mr. B, (whom it is evident he 
look for a eteranffer,) "is adouDibte 
upon die wbde, but it has great de^- 
flxsts.'* 'ashouldiwgreatlyobU^" 
said M«^ Bh "tf yoit wmM be so 
kind as to pointL them oiit to me."-*- 
»Why, hen».'^ said. the cvitiQ; "and 
there, do you not see*) Bad— -very 
l»dF al the sane time employing 



his stiok upon the lomat iposo witb 
a violence that was liksbr to injovs 
thewoik. <* But,'' said Mr. B., '<I 
should be glad to be acquainted vku 
the parts jwu touched, are badr' 
He found, howovei^ nothing determi- 
nate in the reply, but the same va^na 
assertions repeated, and aooompamed: 
with the same violsnee. " I told Ba- 
con," said he, "repeatedly of this, 
whUe the momunent was Ibrmiag: 
I pointed out othat dafiKts ; but I 
could not coBvinoe him*" " What 
then, yott are penoiMUy aeqpainte4<. 
with ^ifionr' said Mr. B. "Oyes,'^ 
rejilied the' stranger, " I have bean, 
intimate vrith him ibr many yoan.'^ 
Mr. B., instead of being loiiiied tO' 
indignanf anger, only said, '4t i» 
well for you, meOf" taking his leave; 
of him, "that your iiMnd, Bacon, ut^ 
not BOW at your elbow ; lor he would 
not have been pleased at seeing hisr 
work so xoughly handled." 

It happened, during a voyage finom 
Pensacoia to Cadiz, that a captain, of 
.infiuitEv, who could not swim (one of; 
;the offieens who had so basely tre- 
panned Mn Bowleai and was now^ 
accompanying him to old Spaia) fell, 
overboard ; aed, as. bi« eonntgymenv 
exhibited no great degree of feleiity 
in hoisting out the Mat, he was in 
the most unminent duiger «f being 
idrowned; Mr. Bowles viewed the 
scene, and^ as it may be easily sup- 
posed, was not unmoved at it He 
now beheld an enemy, who had com- 
mitted a flagrant brinch of fidth on 
one element, about to be sacrificed by 
another; but, at the same time, he 
saw' a fellow oreatiue struggling for 
iexistence, and ths noble sentiments, 
of a Pa^ peel^ not unworthy or 
inferkny to any ^ver inculcated by a 
'Christian aage, finally prevailed : 
' "HainoflumetnihUaiiQeaUmumiHita" 

Mr.Bowlee^attha^ ciitical iitomoBt^ 
happened to stand upon, the poo]^ 
clothed in a Spaniahoress, and, ha^ 
vins determined on what he was to 
do, ne instantly threw aside his g9ld> 
laced habit^ and, leaping- into tfaeseai 
swiam towards ths; spot where his 
pentocutfNT maintained a. Maia. aod 
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vnequal gtrnggle with the waves. 
Having eome up with him, he lifted 
hiB head above the water, and ad* 
dressed him thus in the Gastilian 
Ifljiguage, within sight and hearing 
of the officers and ship's crew: — 
** Wretdi ! it is in my power either 
to leave yoa to your mte, or to preci- 
pitate you, at this very moment, to 
the bottom of the ocean ; — tive, how- 
ever, (added he, raising him up^) if 
life can be desirable to such a man as 
yott, and from my hands 1" Having 
spoken thus, he bore him towards the 
frigate, and helped to get him on 
board. This dicumstance madd a 
suitable impression on the minds of 
the spectators $ and, to the honour of 
the Spaniards, be it recorded, it was 
mentioned afterwards at Madrid with 
great eulogium and applause. 

^ Let nothing," says one, "be done 
too suddenly, or angrily: let us be 
men of thoughts. It was the habit 
ef more than one holy man, not to 
give a reply to any important query 
before he nadimade a pause, and put 
up a silent ejaculation; and a steady 
person used to stop another, inconsi- 
deiattly hasty, with, * Pray stay a 
little^ xkud vfe shall have done the 
sooner} " 

The late Rev. Mr. Clarke, of 
Frome, was a man of peace. He 
was one day asked by a friend, " How 
he kept himself from being involved 
in (juarreh 1" He answered, " By 
letting the angry person always have 
the quarrel to himself.' ' This saying 
seems to have had some influence on 
some of the inha^tants of that town ; 
for, when a quarrel has been likely to 
ensue, they have said, "Come, let 
us remember old Mr. Clarke, and 
leave the angry man to quarrel bv 
himself." If this maxiqi were fol- 
lowed, it would be a vast saving of 
iftxpense, ef comfort, and of honour, 
to thousands of the human race. 



. FORTITUDE, INTREPIDITY, AND 
CONTEMPT 07 QEATH. 

What vast extremes characterise 
the mind of man! While • some 



tremble at the shaking of a lea^ and 
die in the very thought of danger, 
others possess not omy strength of 
mind sufficient to bear the difficulties 
of life, but shrink not at the veryap^^ 
proach of death itself. 

Anaxarchus, the philosopher, hav* 
in^ sharply reproved Nicroceda, and 
beinf by him ordered to be beaten to 
death with iron mallets, said; " Strike, 
strike on : th<m mayest break in 
pieces this vessel of Anazaichus, but 
Anaxarchus himself thou canst not 
touch." So Socrates is reported to 
have cried out, when persecuted, 
" Amyntas and Meletus," said he, 
"can kill me, but they cannot hurt 
me. ^ 

Wlien a handful of Spartans un- 
dertook to defend the ness oi Ther- 
mopyis} against the wWe army of 
Persia, so prodigious^ it was reported^ 
were the multitude of the Persians^ 
that the very flight of their arrows 
would inteioept the shining of the 
sun. " Then," said Dieneces, one of 
the Spartan leaders, " we shall have 
the advantage of fighting in the 
shade." 

Just before the battle of Anncouitj 
news was brought to King Uenry'a 
camp, that the French were exceed- 
ingly numerous ; that they would 
brmg into the field more than six 
times the number of the English 
troops ; to which the brave Captain 
Gram immediately replied, "Is it so ? 
Then there are enough to be cut in 
pieces, enough to be made prisoner^ 
and enough to run away." 

Sir Thomas Mdre, some time 
Lord Chancellor of England, fell into 
disgrace with his sovereign, and was 
committed to the Tower : on which 
occasion, the Lieutenantof the Tower 
made an apolooy for the diet, lodging, 
and accommodations, as unsuitaUe to 
die digni^ of so ffreat a man. " N<i 
apology, »ir," re^ed the courtly pri- 
soner : " I don't question but I shall 
like your accommodations very wdl ; 
and, if you once hear me comphon^ I 

§ive yon free leave to turn me out of 
oors." 
Sir John L]a]e,.a loyaUtft in tb0 ^ 
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i4MiMB, was flentenoed to death aAer 
being taken prisoner at the seige «f 
Celciieflter. This bfa^ man, hav- 
ing tenderly embmoed the eerpee «f 
Bit ehailes Lueas, hiA ^k^ftdd 
filetid, imifiediAtely ]M«tentxsd himBdr 
to the addieni^ who ateod reafdy fyt 
ion esecntbn. Thinking that they 
stood at too great a diatanoe^ he de- 
sired them to cime nearer. One of 
tiiem said, " I warrant you, Sir, we 
shall hit yon.'' He replied, with a 
nnile, " Friends, I have been nearer 
you when- you have missed me." 

When Sir Walter Raleigh was 
brought u^n the scaffold to soffer 
^deatb, he vindicated his conduct in a 
most eloquent and pathetic speech, 
und then, feeling the edge cf the fiital 
Instrument of death, observed, with a 
smile, "JR is a 8?iarp 'medaemej biU a 
9ure remedy far all woea." Bemg 
asked whkh way he would lay him- 
self on the block, he replied, " Sa the 
•heart be rights Uieno matter rohith 
vay the head lies," 

Pieite Da Terrail, ChcvaKer De 
Bayard, being -mtntedly wounded in 
Tetreatiiig from the nnperialistf^ he 
pbused hmiself under a tree, his iace 
towards the enemy, saying, "As in 
Hfe I always &ced the enemy, so I 
would not in death turn my back 
upon them." 

Richard I. King of England, hav- 
ing invested the Castle of Ch«i«*s 
was shot in the shoulder with -an Ar- 
row : an unskilfW surgeon, endea- 
vouring to extract the weapon, mm- 
«rled the flesh in suclra maancr, that 



ffled the flesh in such ! , . 

a ffangrene ensued. Th« castle bemg 
.7. -_''-_ J r™-«* h«i should not 



flietid, were Lswa of faaviitt deKwisd 
the world of a tynoit who fiUed il 
mth bIoolaJKl«araage.*' This ball 
and spinted ianswer stnutk Badiud 
withre&Mne* He oiidcsed the pri^ 
soner to be presented with' one ha»- 
dr^ sbdJinfiB, and set at hberty; but 
one of the kiiiff's frienida, fike « tma 
ruiBaii, order^ hkn to be flayed 
alive. 

The following modem hutaoce ia 
extracted from a late French work^ 
entitled, Ecole Hiatorique et Mormie 
du SoUkU, A mine undemeaA one 
ofthe outworks of a citadel was ei^ 
trusted to thechargeef aseiveaittaiid 
a few soldieis of the PiMmonteae 
guards. Qevtnl oMnnmies of the 
enemy's troops, had maae the m s ci ye a 
masters of this work, and the Ums of 
the place wooM probably soon have 
foUov^ed, had they maintained their 
post in it The mine was ehaived, 
and a aii^le spark would blow them 
all into the air. I^he sergeant, wilji 
the greatest coolness, «dered the 
soldiers to re^e^ desiring^ them to re- 
quest the kW to tehe cafe of his 
wife amd chilaren; ilruckfive, seta 
match to tbd train, and aaeriflced him- 
selfibr hfe country. ^ 

Ani^ de Montmoi^ncy, a peer, 
joarshal, and constable of France, 
bcKOg wounded at the battle' of St. 
Veanw, a cordelier attempting to pre- 
pare him for death when he was co- 
vered with blood and wounds, he 
replied, m a Arm and steady vGicc, 
" Do you thmk &at a man who has 
lived nearly «ffhty years with ho- 
nour, has vot learnt to die 



tkl7nraid ^iicrfving he should not quarter^/ an hour^' 
Kve he ardered Berwrai De Gourdon, Butof all the matances of fortitude 
who had shot the/irrow, to be brought and contempt of death, none are to 
to his presence. Bertram being come, I be comparetf with those who have 
•* What harm," said the king, " did sufiered in the cause of Chri&tiainty j 
I ever do to thee, chat thou shouM'st for such is the peculiar excellency of 
kill me V* The other replied, with the ^stem, that its true adheiente 
^reat magnanifiSty and courage, j have not only thought it their honour 
"You killed «"th yotir own hanct rtohw under its influence, but their 
my father .^<5 *wo of my brothers, privilege to die for its defence. Bdsr- 
and jc^ likewise designed to have tyrs, indeed, have been found in al- 
;jjj|^/me. You may now satiate most every cause : but none have 
j/«ir revenge. I would cheerfully ever been so signally supported or 
JaSet ail the torments that can be in- 1 have died so nobly, as the nmrtyis sf 
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Christ SoDoe iniitMice«, perbapi, 
«re foand of thtkt «oiirtui|^ it, when 
they might have avoided it ; but, in 
general, they have been men whose 
Svee borfr atrikinff teatunonies in &* 
<vour of that truth which they sealed 
hy their deatlM. "Bleaaedaiethey," 
4ny8 our Lord, " who are persecuted 
i»r righteousness' sake, fortneirsVsthe 
Idngaom of heaven." They prefer- 
red truth to ease, liberty of conscience 
4o h3rpocriBy, and the glory of their 
Jdaster before the himour of man. 
They chose rather to suffer affliction 
4han to enjoy the pleesures of sin, 
«which were but for a season; es- 
Heeming the reproaches of Christ 
^greater than the treasures of the 
world. Happy thcr^, of whiom the 
world was not wtMrthy. Peace be 
^ith all them who axe not ashamed 
4o live nor afraid to die in the de- 
lence of Christianity 1 

We shall here select a few in- 
dAaooes of Christitai j^artitu^ in the 
fhour of death. 

■ John Huas, wheu the chain was 
■pnt about lum at the i|albQ, said, with 
s. smiling countenancev '*My Lord 
Jesus Christ was bound with a harder 
chain than this for my «ake; and 
mhj should I be afintid of ihk old 



ccHOsuraed in a most miserable man* 



ner. 



When the executioner went be- 
hind Jeiom of Prague to set fire to 
the pilei, ''/Come h^re^" sak^ the ma^ 
Wr, " and kindle it ^fojpe my eyea ; 
for if I dreaded such a sight, 1 should 
never have come to this plaoe^ when 
I had a free opportunity to escape*'* 
The fire was kindled, and he then 
sung a hymn, which was soon finish^ 
ed by the encircling flames. 

Tliomas Bilney sufiered at Nor- 
wich in the year 1531, in the time of 
Kinff Henry VllL The night be^ 
fore he suffered he put his finger into 
the flame of a canule, as he had oflen 
done before, and axiswered, "I feel, 
by experience, that the fire is hot ; 
yet I am persuaded by God's holy 
word, and by the experience of some 
spoken of in it, that m the flame they 
felt no heat, and in the fire no con- 
sumption; and I believe, that though 
the stubble of my body shall be wast^ 
yet my soul riiaU thereby be purged; 
and tnat, after short pain, joy un- 
speakable will foUow." 

As he was led forth to the place of ' 
execution, one of his friends spoke 
to him, praying to God to strengthen 
him, and to enable lum patiently to 



\IusW onel" When the fiigota. weie endure his torments : to whom Mr. 
^piled.up to his ve^ neck, the D^ke I Bilney answered, with a quiet and 




my blood." He said to the execu 
,tioner, "Are you going to bum a 

£0086 ? In one centurj^ you will 
Btve a atDan you can neithar roast 
nor boil." u he were prophetic, 
he must have meant LnUher^ who 



tion, th&fc ere long he shall come into 
hia quiet liarbour: so," added he, "I 
am now sailing upon the troubled 
sea, but ere long my ship shall be 
m a amet harbour ; and I doubt not, 
but, through the grace of God, Uhall 



had a swan for his arms, -sf he flames I endure the storm : on\y 1 ^ould en- 
were then applied to th^ fagots, tiKsat you to h«lp me Vi'itU your 
when the martyr sung a hymn with prayers." 

«> loud and cheerful a voice, that he The officers tW>n placed the fa- 
was heard through all the crackling* 1 gets about him, and ^i f^^ ^^ ^ 



of the combustibles and the noise of 
the multitude. At last his voice was 
short after he had uttered, "Je«w 
Christ, thou Son of the living God, 
Jjave wercy uponwel" and he was 



leeds, which presentl) flamed up 
very hi^h; the hol^ marty^ all the 
while, lifting up his hands u^ards 
heaven, sometimes calling upon »/u^ 
and sometimes saying, " Credo" i,\ 
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I beEeve. The wind being high, 
mod blowiiig away the flame, he suf- 
ftred a lingering death. At last, one 
of he officers beat otit the staple to 
which the chain was fastened that 
tmpported his body, and so let it &11 
into the fire, where it was presently 
oonsnraed. 

John Lambert suffered in the year 
1538. No man was used at the stake 
with more cruelty than this holy mar- 

Er. They burned him with a slow 
e by inches ; for if it kindled higher 
and stronger than they chose, tney 
ztemoved it away. When his legs 
were burnt off, and his thighs were 
mere stumps in the fire, they pitched 
his poor body upon pikes, and lacera- 
ted Ills broihng flesh with their hal- 
bezts. But Q<id was with him in the 
midst of the flame, and supported him 
in all the anguish of nature. Just 
before he expired, he lifted up such 
hands as he had, all flaming with fire, 
and cried out to the people with his 
dying voice, with these glorious 
words, " None but Chriat ! None but 
Christ i" He was at last bent down 
into the fire and expired. 

George Wishart, when brought to 
the stake, the executioner, upon his 
kneesr said, *' Sir, T pray you forgive 
me, for I am not the cause of your 
death." Wishart, calling him ta nim, 
kissed his cheeks, saying,. "Lo *. 
here is a token that I forgive thee : 
my heart, do thine office." He was 
then tied to the stake, and the fire 
kindled. The captain of the castle, 
ooming near him, bade him to be of 
good courage, and to beg for him the 
jMirdon of his sin ; to whom Wishart 
said, "This fire torments mv body, 
but no whit abates my spirit. Then 
looking towards the cardinal, he said, 
"He who, in such state from that 
high place, feeds his eyes With my 
torments, Within a few days shall be 
hanged out at that same window, to 
be seen with as much ignominy as he 
now leans there with pride:" and so 
his breath being stopped, he was con- 
sumed by the fire, near the castle of 
6t Andrew's, in the year 1546. This 
piOpheey was fulfilled, when, after 



the cardinal was slam, the provosC' 
raising the town, came to the castlir 
gates, crying, " What have you done- 
with my Lord Cardinal 1 Where w 
my Lord Cardfaial 7" To whom they 
within answered^ '•Return to your* 
houses, for he hath received his re- 
ward, and will trouble the world n» 
more :" but they still cried. " We 
will neVer depart till we see him."* 
The Leslies then hung him out at 
that window, to show that he wav 
dead : and so the people departed. 

Mr. Lawrence Saunders, who was< 
executed the Bth of February, 1555, 
when he came to the place, fell on the- 
ground, and prayed ; and then arose, 
and took the stake in his arms to* 
which he was to be chained, and kiss- 
ed it, saying, " Welcome the crossed 
Christ! welcome everlasting Kfe!" 
Mr. John Bradford was taken into 
Smithfield with a strong guard of 
armed men. When he came to the 
place where he was to suffer, he feU 
on his face, and prayed; after which 
he took a &got, and kissed it, and 
the stake Ifkewise. ' Then, having* 
put off his clothes, he stood by the* 
stake, and lifting up his eyes and 
hands towards heaven, said," O Eng- 
landj England, repent of thy sins ;: 
beware of idolatry, beware of anti- 
christs; take heed they do not de> 
ceive you." Then he turned his- 
&ce to John Lea^ a young man oT 
I about twenty years old, who suffered 
with him, and said, " Be of good com- 
fort, brother, for we shall sup with 
the Lord this night." He then em- 
braced the reeds, and said, " Straight 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
that leadeth to life eternal ; and few 
there be that find it." After which. ' 
he was .&stened to the stake, and ' 
burnt, on the first of July, in ih» \* 
year of our Lord 1555. He ended 
his life like a lamb, without the least 
alteration of countenance, and in the< 
prime of his days. 

When Bishops LatHnernnd Ri^ 
fey, who were burnt on the north sidfr 
of Oxford, the 16th of October, 1556^ 
were brought to the stake, Latimer 
lifted Hp ms eyes with a sweat woA 
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amiahle cQuntenaQoe, aa3riii£, "JP^ide- 
Ha ut DmaJ* 6zc : L e. Grod ia fiiith- 
ful, who wiU not fluffer us to be 
tempted »bove that which we are 
able^ When they were brought to 
the fire, on a. spot of ground on the 
north of iSaZio/ College^ where, after 
an abusive 8enDon» being told by an 
ofiioer that they might now make 
ready for the stoke, Mr. Latimer^ 
having thrown off his prison attiee, 
appeared in a shroud prepared for the 
purpose; ''And whereas before," 
says Mr. Fox, " he seemed a withered 
and crooked old man, he stood now 
bold, upright, as comely a father as 
one might lightly behold/' Being 
thus ready, he recommended his soiu 
to Grod, and delivered himself to the 
ezecudonei, sayiim to the Bishop of 
London," We shaU this day, brother, 
light such. a candle in England as 
never shall be put out" 

Philpot, when he was came into 
Smithield, kneeled down, and said, 
*' I vnll pay my vows in thee,0 Smith- 
JleldP^ Being come to the stake, 
he kissed it, and said, " ShaU I di». 
dain to suffer at this stoke, when my 
Liord and Saviour refused not to suf- 
fer a most vile death upon the cross 
&rmel" When, he was bound to 
the stake, he repeated the hundred 
and sixth, seventh, and eighth 
Paalma, and. prayed most fervently; 
till at lenff^h, in the midst of the 
flames, wita great meekness and 
comfort, he gave up his spirit to 
(xod. 

Archbish(^ Cranmer, who had r^ 
canted through fear of death, and 
finding,. after all, that they were de- 
termined to huru Mm, when brought 
to the stake, held out his right hand, 
and said, "This is the hand that 
wzote^ and therefore it shall^first suf- 
l^r punishment Fire bein^ ap^ 
nlied to hun,,he stretched it out m the 
namej and held it there unmoved, ex- 
cept that once he wiped his &ce with 
It, till' it was Qonqumed ; crying with 
ft loud voice, " This hand hath offen<^ 
ed ;" and often repeating^, '* This un- 
worthy right hand!" At last, the fire 
(setting, up,, ha soon ex^ed^ never 



stirriBg nor crying out all the while s- 
only k^ping his eyes fixed to heaven.^ 
and repeating more than once, " Lora, 
Jesus f receive my spirit!" He died 
in the sixtyrseventh year of his age. 

Monsieur Homel was pastor of the. 
Protestant church at Vitaretz^ ta\ 
the Province of Cevennes, in F/ancf^, 
and was with peculiar cruelty broken 
upon the wheel at Tournon, a c^ 
in the same province, October, 168j, 
The following account was written < 
by an eye and ear vritness, who di&> 
clared he had trembled, and his hair 
stood upright, at the remembrance 
of it. 

" I count myself happy," said this 
saint at his execution, " that I can die 
in my Master's quarrel. What^, 
would my gracious Redeemer de- 
scend from heaven to earth, that I, 
might ascend from eaxth to heaven .1 
Would he undeigo an ignominious 
death, that I might be possessed of & 
most blessed life 1 Venly, if, after all. 
this, to prolong a frail and miserable 
life, I should lose that which is ever* 
lasting,, should I not be a most un- 
grateful wretch to my GQD, and>ft 
most cruel opposer of'^my own happi- 
ness'? No, no; the die is cast, andl 
[ am immoveable in my resolution, 
I breathe after that hour : O ! when, 
will that good hour come, that will' 
put a peri^ to my present miserable 
life, and sive me the enjoyment of 
one which is infinitely blessed? — 
Farewell, my dear wife I I know 
your tears^ your continual 8ij|hs, hin^ 
der bidding me adieu! Don't be 
troubled at this wheel upon which I 
must expire ; 'tis to me a triumphal 
chariot which will, carry me to nea^ 
ven. I see heaven opened, and my 
sweet Jesus with his outstretcheci 
arms ready to receive me ; for he is 
the divine spouse of my soul. 

" I. am leaving the world, in which 
is nothing but adversity, in order to 
get. into heaven, and enjoy everlastr 
mg: felicity. You shall come to me: 
I Siall never come back to you ! All 
that I recommend to you is, to edui^ 
cate our dear children in the fear of 
GOD, and to he careful tiiat tbey 
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wmfifB not fiom the wi&j prawribed 
to them in the holy scriptureft. I 
have bequeathed them a little formu- 
hay Ibr their inttruction, to the end) 
that; if ever the^r be brought into the 
fike condition with myself they may 
ilnder^o it courageously, and be con- 
fident m the ffOMlness of our GOD, 
who will send the divine Comforter 
to strengthen them in ali their straits 
aiid distresses. ' Prepare chem for 
sufiering betimos,. to the end that in 
the great day, when we shall appear- 
before the judgment seat of CArirf, 
we may be ahle- to bespeak him, 
*^Lordf here we are, and the cAtf- 
dren which thou haatgracumalygiv- 
enua,' Ahl Ishall never have done;. 
Ah I why am I hindered'firom depart- 
ing? Farewell, my dear people, 'tis 
the last fiurewell I shall give you 1 Be 
gteadfast; be fixed; aad know that 
I never preached to you any thing 
but the jHire troth of the gospel^ the 
litie way which leadSito hmven.'^' 

Somebody telling him that he had' 
spoke too much, ** How 1^' said he,- 
^have I s(M)ke too much? I have 
spoken nothing but the very truth. I 
have neither spokenr nor done any 
tlung that is in the least injurious to 
Che sacred majesty of our- august 
monardir; but, on tiie contrary, I 
have alway»e3du>rted the people com«- 
miHed by tibe Lord to my^ chaige to 
yendlBr those honours which are due 
to our king; I have taught them 
lihat our lives and- fortunes are at his 
disposal, and' that we are bound to em- 
ploy themin defence of his estate and 
enmm Bat as for our consciences, 
we hold them of our GOD, and must 
keepthem-forhiffli" Then his judg- 
es, turning' from him) ordered the ex- 
ectttioner to^ do^ hii9 officr; which 
thereupon he did, by bnaking- his 
annsand legk 

And it being then demanded^ 
whether he'would die a Roman Ca- 
^lolie? he answered,. *^How,myloidii! 
had it been myidesign to have chang- 
ed my religion^ I would: have done it 
before my- bones had been thus bro- 
ken to J>iece8 : I wait only for the 
kofix of my diuolution.. GoniBgB, 



courage, O my soulf- then shdi jt^^ 
sently enioy the dMights of heaven.: 
And as for thee,- O my poor body,, 
thou ehalt be reduced* to dust ; but it 
is for this end, that thou majcst be^ 
raised a spiritual: body.- Thcoshalt- 
see things that never entered into the* 
hear^of man, and which arej in this, 
life, imptfssible- to br oonoeived.'* — 
Again, addressmg himself to his wife,, 
he «aid, "Faieweii^- once mere, my 
well-beioved spouse hi am waiting* 
for you : but know, tiiougfa you see 
my bones bn^n,to shivere^ my soul is: 
fedenished with inexpnssible joys.*' 
jBvery limb, member and bone of 
his- hodj, vmm broken: with the iron, 
bar, forty hows beferethe execution- 
er was pennitted to strike him upon- 
the breast witii a stroke which they 
call ie^ coup* de grace,, the blow of' 
mercy ; thi^ death'-stioke- which puti 
an end to- all his nuseriesi. 

But our want of room will not per-^ 
mit us to- enfacrge. The reader may 
consult Fox*s Book of Martyra^ and: 
otherpublications'of a similar'kind. 

Lotus aUieam to cherish^ a mn» 
ciple of fortitude. ^ It is one of the? 
greatest, of ail military virtues, andi 
was in high esteem among the otdr 
Remans, that the* same- word* with; 
them' ex pr sni cs bo^ virtue and va- 
lour: and as' every chriatian iain an 
miUtant state, and hath many en»» 
mies to conflict with, fortitude; there^ 
fore,, stands mthe foremast lank ou 
the Christian virtues. * Watch ye » 
stand fest in the feidi; quit youi>- 
selves like-men: be strong/ " 

FRiUTBBHAL LOVB. 
iThasbeenanantiquated sayiiig,thatf 
brothen and'siateni hardly ever agieei 
I beUew then' i8< too much Vn& iit 
the assertion. Exceptions/ however^ 
ha^e- been^foundj. and biethuBn hBv» 
dwehtegether in unity:. Where thitf 
takes place,.itforknB a {^easing wene ; 
a scene peculiariy gnttiffing to the 
parents, every way benefidal>to the 
childreir tfaefnselvesf aod^produetvpe 
ofgDod\toniankkidat«kige. Learn 
ye,.who are united hy &e ties^ na- 
tu»|^ to nroBiote nuitibil' haanoni! 
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aaA flalflDial afleakioii, thaA ye xmy 
Hbcom fmemlbkt t&Me oelegkaaf bdngti 
iwin liwy and shall live, in andfoM 
ODiiniiand unipeakable fiiUcity in tha 
worldafafyfe. 

Aa one of the w&tet4}eaiera at the 
fountain of the FauxboKU^ St Qer- 
main, inPaiis, wa* at hi« uaaalla- 
boun, in Anguflt, 1766; he if»aa taken 
away by « gaotlemui in a sjAen^ 
coachi wha proved to be hia fmn 
brothel^ and who, at the age of thiea 
yewS) had been carried to India, 
'wlwiB he madea ooDBKiemfale fortune. 



ther; and thepefoie he- fieely reetonli 
to him the whole eatate." 

Tifflolean, the Corinthiaii, ia.a a»ir. 

ble pattern of fraternal love; for b^^^ 

ing in a battle with the Aigivesi and 

seeing his brother foil down dead: 

with the wounds he had reoeived, ho; 

instantly Imped over his dead body^. 

and with his shield protected it froni 

insult and pkxndei:; and though sorcK 

ly weuncbd intb^ eeoeroua enteir- 

pnse» he would not,%y any meana^ 

retveat to & phoe of aaiety, tUi he had) 

seen the corpee earned oS the field) 



On his retuni ta France, he had^ .by his friends. Howhappy for Chris* 



made inquiry respecting his fomily ; 
yMJ- heariiig' thai he had- only one 
brother alive, and thai he was m the 
humble condition of a water*beaier, 
he sought hin ont^ embraced him: 
with gfeak affection, and brou^ 
Um to his- houao, when he save hatmi 
bills for upwanis ofia thowsannctofwaa 
per annum. 

The foAhef of that eomient hnr- 
yer, Mr. Sergeant GSlaaviU, had a 
good estate^, which he intended to set- 
tie on his eldeat soar but he proving 
ft -viciouB yonnc man, and there be- 
ing no hepes or his reoavery, he de* 
lilted it upon the tH«geant» who was 
hia second soo. Upon the fttfaer^i 
death, the eldest, finding that what 
he had canaidered befose bb the mere 
thfeatenings of an angiy old man^ 
wete naiT bet too ontun, he- 
cani» meltochdy ; which, by degrees, 
wieught in him ae great e elumge, 
tiwk) what his fother could net <pie^ 
in while he lived was now afiected 
by the severity of hia last will. His 
brother, obsemngthia^ umted him, 
togiBther with masryeC hia frasmfe, to 
afeart $ whttCt after other, didiee had 
been anved up, haofdered' one which 
waaoonlrod' to beset bdom Ins brof 
tbeiv and dftaiiedhimtounoever it: 
Upcm^hifi doina whidi, the oorapany, 
M fe»4haa faimaal^ were surprised 
Ip 4nd it.fuU of wnlinga; and frtiU 
more whan: the sergeant told them, 
*'thal he wee new doinr what he 
waa sure his- fether would naive done, 
M he liived te seete haf|^ cfauige 
iphiflhiapw thi9'aHa«« m^bisliQi^ 



tians, would they imatafce thie hea- 
then, and tat tenderly screen froai. 
abuse and csduvmy tbys wounded ror 
putalaon or dyisig honour of an ab- 
sent or defencMCsa brother J ' 
Mr. H ^taningenkMiBartkrt, be- 
ins driven out of employment, and! 
reduced tot great distress, had j» le- 
source teapply to except that of aui 
elder brathar, who was in good ciK 
cumstanoes. To him, therefore, he 
fq>pliedt and begged some little hovel 
to uve ijn, and some small provision 
for his support The brother melted 
I into tearsy and said, '^ You, my dear 
I brother I you live in a. hovel ! Yooi 
aiB a man; you are an honour tothft: 
family. I am nothing. You shall 
take this house and \& estate^ and I 
will be yoiur ^est^ if you please^" 
The brothers hved toeeUMir^ witheul 
it being diatinguiahable who was pre- 
prietor ol the estate, tiU the deatn of 
the eU» put the artist in poiiaBBJoa^ 
ofit 

Loid Ab-^--~n'8 brother^ who was 
a churchman, once roliciled him to 
apply for a living which was vacant^ 
and m tiie gifk m the crown, woith 

lOOOl. a year. Lord Abi n's aa^. 

awiBrwaaasfo^owfl.: ^I never a^^ 
fovours. Inclosed is a deed o(S aania- 
ity for lddO/.«per ann»m." 

In the month of Seplead»er, l^li 
W. T. M. Esq. departed this lifo^ 
and, dying wimovt-a will, his laargA 
property, which was chie%. landed, 
estate, devolved, to his eldest soni. 
By this, circumstance, the ei|^ 
yono^ duldsBn weiA unprovtoodt 
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focf but thifl jpmUeqmii,. xfittk a g^ 
hwonty seldom oquaUod, but^ whipht 
does^ lionour to chriBtuoiity, immfr 
i&tel|r made over to hui. younger hvfh 
than and aistcars thne oonadarable 
estates (it is said of the value of ten 
thousand pounds^) which were- about 
two thirds of tbe whole property, 
ijhis miuu&^nce is the mora extra- 
ordinary, as he* had & young andi ini- 
cneasii^ fiunily of his. own. On a 
friend remonstrating with him on. his 
«onducti his answer was,, "I ha^e 
enough ; and am determined that all 
my brothers and sisters shall be ssr 
tisfied." 



THB FRIAR AND THS NiaBT 
WHISPER. 

While ISAr. Weleh was minister 
in one of the French vUlagea, one 
evening, a popish friar, travelling 
through the countiy, becaus»he oould 
£nd no todging in the whote village, 
addressed hiimielf to- Mt. Weli£^s 
house, begging the favour of a lodging 
for that night. The servants in- 
fimned Mr. Welch, who readily con- 
sented ; but as he had supped, and 
family worship wa» over, ne did not 
see tbe^ friar, mit retired to his room. 
After 4^ f^r had sapped, the ser^- 
vant showed him to his chamber, be- 
tween which and Mr. Welch^e there 
wasbutathindealpaitiitien. After the 
fiiar's first sleeps he wa» surprised 
with hearing a constant whdspeiing 
kftnd of noise, at wbioh he was, ex- 
ceedingly firightened 

The next morning, as he walked 
in the fields, a count^man met him, 
and, because of lushabit, saluted bim, 
asking him '^wiiefv he had lodged 
that night r* The fiuur answeied, 
^^with tne Bugonot miniirter.'^ The 
ceuntryroan asked him^ what enlcv- 
tainment he met with. The friar ao- 
sweied, " very bad ; for,'* said he, ''1 
always imagined there were de- 
vils haunting these ministors' kousea^ 
and I am penowded there waa one 
wiik.me this ught; for I hserd a 
CQQ^uidithiiperiiil th»ni^,, which 



I beUeve^was nething^else butthfl 
minister and the devil conversinff to- 
gether." The countr3rman told nim 
h&wafl-mueh mistaken, and that it 
was only the ministor at his night 
prayers^ '* O," says the fipfer, '• does 
the mimster pmy any1»' '^Yes," 
said'theoooRtryman, "meie than any 
man in F^nee ; and if you will stay 
anotAier night withi him^ you may 
be BatiBfibd;" The friar returned^ 
to nfrs Wisfeh's house, and, fei^ 
ing^ indisposition, begged' anotner 
ntght^B' lodging, whi^ was gnmted 

Ailer a while, Mr. "W^kh ea»0 
down, assembled the fomilyj anJ^ m^ 
cording to custom, first sung a jps^mj 
then read' a portion of sennture, 
wMbh he briefly expound^ and'then 
pra3^4nhiB'usual-&rvent manner; to 
all which the firiar was- an astonishedt 
witness. At dinner the friar vrnr 
very eiv^ly entertaihed, Mr. Wefeh 
thinking best to fovbear all questions 
and disputes foi> ^e present. In tha 
evetning, Mr. W^tch nad family wor- 
shipj as in the moming, which- oc* 
casioned still more wcoder in th» 
friar. After supper, they all retiredj^ 
the ftiap longiaig to know what thtti 
night-whisper was. He laid' awak» 
till MlPi W^kh's usual time of aigfat 
for rism^ to^pmy ; when, hearing tlie' 
same whispering noise, he cie^so^y' 
to Mr.Weleh*e door, aad thareheoidr 
not onW the soiaid, but the wonla 
dlstinctiy, and such oommunicalioaai 
between Ged and nan as he knew> 
not had been in the wosld. Upon 
thiS) the friar waited for Mr> Wekh^ 
to eome out of his chamber ; when- 
he told him, he had lived in darkness 
and ignorance till this- time, but w«a 
now resolved to give himself up en- 
tirely to Mr. Wash's teaehing, aad> 
declared himself < a Protestant. Mrt: 
Weleh congraftolated him^ upon hb' 
better understanding, and exceeds 
ingly enoeuraged him ; and it is said 
that he lived uid died a true Protem 
iant. " Thia aocount I had," saya 
his biogmpher) *^feom a veiypioai* 
minister vrfto. was bv^din Ht,WM6m 
kooM in FxtaaoBiH* 
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FRVOALITT AND CHASITY 

UNITED. 

Two penoDS who were eniployed 
la coUecuog money for loiiie public 
charity, knwAed at the door of a cer- 
tain gentleman, intending to aolidt 
his donation. While waiting there, 
they overheard the master of the 
house severely reproving his servants 
for the waste of asmall piece of can- 
dle. Judging, from this appeamnce 
of extreme paraimony, that he was a 
cDvetoQS man, one of them proposed 



that they should lose no more time in ^ destrurtion, and crowneth thee 
waiting th^bnt go on to another ^^^ loving kiiidnessand tendermer^ 



and can always spare half adoxetr 
turves to warm a cold sick neigh" 
bour^s cordial. She says, '* M^ hus^- 
band's harvest wages clothe himseir 
and children'; my gleaning pays the- 
shoemaker; the orchard pays my 
rent; the sarden does this, the flan' 
pfocufes that ; the child)ren's spin- 
ninff wheels yield' so and so ;" and, 
good heart ! she crownA alFby saying, 
" Bless the Lord, O my sofi^ and for- 
get not all its benefits. He foigiveth 
all thine iniqmties, and healeth all 
thy diseases. He redeemeth thy life 



house f <^be pth6r person, however, 
tkought it^ best to stay. At length 
they were introduced, when the gen- 
tleman, having read their case, im- 
mediately presented them with five 
ffuineas. The collectors, so agreeably 
oisappointed, could not oonc^ their 
surprise ; which, being observed by 
the donor, he desired to know why 
they expressed so much wonder at 
the ffift. " The reason, sir," said one 
of them, " is this : we happened to 
hear you severely blaming your ser- 
vants for losing an inch of candle, 
and expected nothing from a person 
who we fisared was so parsimonious." 
*' Gk^ntlemen," re[died he, '4t is true 
I am very exact in the economy df 
my affairs : I cannot endure the 
waste of any Ainff) however small its 
value ; and I de uiis, that 1 may save 
out of a moderate income something 
to give to Grod and religion." 

" Let us be -fru^,." says one, " as- 
to our dress, our time, our diet, our 
money." / There is a certain skill, 
which our fore&liherB Used< to call a 
knaek, an as( of dsing things ; and 
it is remarkably seen in many poor 
women's laying out the eamiogs of 
their husbands. Call it what we 
wiUi it is one of the highest qualifi- 
cations of 

7%e PoorMan*9< Wif!e, 
and nothing contrlbuiss more to the 
ease of his hvihg than this female ao- 
eomplishmentL How she reckons I 
ccnnot telli but she keeps out of 



cies. He satisfieth thy mouth vnth 
good thii^ ; so that thy youth is re- 
newed l£e the eagle. Bless the 
Lord, O my souL" 

GLUTTONY, FEASTINGj ANU 
INTEMPERANCE. 

Such is the intemperance of some,, 
that, as the French proverb says^ 
TViey dig their graves with their- 
teeth} while the kitchen^ is their 
shrine,, the cook their priest, the table - 
their altar, and their belly their god. 
Hence likewise it i» said, that meat 
alao AiU» as many as the mu^t ^- 
the board kills mwe than, the twordu. 
Gluttony is irratioDa], indecent, dan- 
gen>us, and sinful. It is the cause of 
other sins^ and often tends to poverty.^ 
distress, and ruin. 

There is, however, a mmrbid sort 
of gluttony, called fames^ caninOr 
"dog-like appetite,.'' which sometime*, 
occurs, and renders the person seized, 
with it«i>objectof pity and.of cure,' as 
in afl other diseases. But professed^ 
haUtual gluttons may be reckoned 
amongst the monstersof nature^ andt 
deein»i, in; ainanner,.punishable, for 
endeavouring to bring a dearth or fo- 
mine in the places where they live. . 
For which reason, people think King; 
James I. was in the right, when, w- 
man being presented to him thai 
could ettt a whole sheep at one meal, ' 
he asked, " What he could do mois- 
than another man T and being an- 
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mH " Hans him, then, for it U onfil 
« nan thomd Hve that eats eo much 
aa twenty men, and cannot do so 
much as one." 

One of our Danish king% named 
Haidikenute, was so great a glutton, 
tiiat a historian calls him Bacca de 
Porco^ "Swine's Mouth." His ta- 
bles were coyered four times a day 
with the most costly viands that either 
the air, sea, or land, could furnish ; 
and, as he lived, he died ; for, revel- 
ling and carousing at a wedding ban- 
quet at Lambeth, he fell down dead. 
His death was so welcome to his sub- 
jects, that they celebrated the da^ 
with sports and pastimes, calling it 
Hock'tidCf which signifies scorn and 
contempt 

It is said that Heliosabulus, the 
Roman emperor, when ne Was near 
the sea, would eat no fish; in the 
aidland, no fiesh. Whole meals 
were made of the tongues of singing 
birds and peacocks^ or of the brains 
of the most coirtly creatures. He 
used to say, that " that meat was not 
savoury whose sauce was not costly." 

It was a sordid and brutish wish 
of PhiloxenuS) who wished that he 
had the throat of a crane, or vulture, 
that the pleasures of hia taste might 
last the lonffer. 

. Cseaar, Uie son of Pope Alexan- 
der, was one of those v^o devoted 
himself to all kinds of intemperance. 
In daily breakfasts, dinners, and ban«- 
4|uets, he spent five hundred crowns, 
not reckonmg feasts, and extraordi- 
naxy inventions; and, for parasites, 
bu^Kms, and jesters, he allowed 
yearly two thou^nd suits of clothes 
fromnis wardrobe. 

Antipater, well said of Demadas, 
(a, glutton grown old,) that nothing 
now was len but his bdly and tongue ; 
^t all the man beside waa gone. 

Marripti who was a lawyer at 
Cray's inn, piqued himself upon the 
tirujtal quahncation of a voracious sup* 
petite, and a powerful digestive &- 
culty ; and deserves to be placed no 
^her in the scale of beings than a 
cormorant, or an: ostridi. He in- 
^flfamA bis natuml capacity ti»rfood 



by art and application ; and had aa 
much vanity in eating to excess^ aa 
any monk ever had in starving hin^ 
self. 

There are some who, though they 
cannot be called gluttons, yet seen 
as if they placed all their liappineag 
in mere eating and drinking; ma^ 
king, as the Apostle says, a god of 
their belly, whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly thinjgBu 
The following is a just delineation 

of such a character. " Suocub»*' 

says a spiritual writer, " will undeiv 
ta&e no business that may hurry hia 
spirits, or break in upon his hours of 
eating and rest. If he read, it shall 
only be for half an hour, because that 
is sufficient to amuse the spirits ; anA 
he will read something that will mak*- 
him lai]^h, as rendering the boci^ fit> 
ter for its food and rest. Or, i# h^ 
has at any time a mind to indulge a 
grave thought, he always has r&> 
course to a useful treatise upon the 
Ancient Cookery, He talks coolly 
and moderately upon all subjecti^ 
and is as fearful of falling into a pas- 
sion, as of catching cold ; being very 
pootive that they are both equaSy inf 
jurious to the stomach. If ever jan 
see him more hot than ordinary, it igL 
upon some provoking occa8k>n»,whe» 
the dispute about cookery runs ve^ 
high, or in the defence of some behS^ 
ved dish, which has often made him 
happy. Succus is very loyal, and» 
as soon as ever he likes any wine, he 
drinks the king's health with all hie 
heart Nothing could put rebellious 
thoughts into nis head, unless be 
should live to see a proclamatioa 
against eating of pfteasanU' eg^^ 
Ail the hours that are not devoted 
either to repose or nourishment, aie 
looked upon by Soocus aa wa^ or 
spare time : for this reason, he lodges 
near a cofiee-house uid a tavern, that 
when he rises in the morning, he 
may be near the news, and, when he 
parts at night, he may not hav^ &f 
to go to bed. In the momin& ^oit 
always see him in the same pKce ia 
the coffee-room,;, and*, if he seems 
mw attentively eiigpged IjMioidk 
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Baiv, it is because some criminal has 
broke out of Newsate, or somebody 
iras robbed last mght, but thev can- 
not tell where* When he has learnt 
all that he can, he goes home to set- 
tle the matter with the barber's boy 
that comes to shave him. 

** The next waste time that kys 
tipon his hands, is from dinner to 
supper; and, if ever melancholy 
thoughts come into his head, it is at 
this time when he is often left to him- 
self for an hour or more, and that af- 
ter the greatest pleasure he knows is 
just over. He is afraid to sleep, be- 
cause he has heard it is not healthful 
ftt that time ; so that he is forced to 
refuse so welcome a guest 

*^6ut he is soon relieved by a set- 
tled method of playing at cards, till 
it is time to think of some litt}e nice 
luatter for supper. After this, Suc^ 
tnis takes his glass, talks of the ex- 
cellency of the EngUsh constitution, 
-and praises that minister most who 
keeps the best table. 

" On Sunday night, you may some- 
times hear him condemning the ini- 
quity of the town rakee ; and the 
Infterast thing that he says against 
them is ^s, that he verily believes 
«ome of them are so abandoned, as 
not to have a regular mecUy or a 
;flOund night's sleep in a week. 

'* At eleven, Suocus bids all good 
mht, and parts in great friendship. 
He is presently in bed, and sleeps 
till it is time to go to the eoffee-house 
next morning. 

" If you were to live with Succus 
for a twelvemonth, this is all that 
you would see in his life, except a 
few curses and oaths that he uses as 
occasion offers.*' Such is the cha- 
racter of Succus ; a character, it is 
to be feared^ which suits too many of 
ear modem gentiemen of pleasure. 

GRATITUDE. 

** Examples of ingratitude," Mr. 
Paley observes, " check and discou- 
rage voluntary beneficence : hence, 
the cultivation of a grateful temper, 
is a oonnderation of public impor- 
* lance. A seocHid reason for cumva- 



ting in ourselves that temper, is, HbAt 
the same principle which is touched 
with the kindness of a human bene^ 
factor, is capable of being affected hy 
the Divine goodness, and of beco- 
ming, under the influence of that af- 
fection, a source of the purest an^ 
most exahed virtue. Toe love of 
God is the sublimest gratitude. It is 
a mistake, therefore, to imagine, that 
this virtue is omitted in the Scrip- 
tures ; for every precept which com* 
mands us to love God, because he 
first loved us, presupposes the prin- 
ciple of gratitude, and directs it to its 
proper object." 

The following pleasing example of 

fenuine gratitude, is extracted from 
lackwelfs Apol 1. 14. c. 10. p. 436. 
"Francis Frescobald, a Flbrentine 
merchant, descended of a noble &- 
mily in Italy, had gained a plentiful 
fortune, of which he was fiberal'- 
handed to all in necessity; whicH 
being well known to others, though 
conc^ed by himself a young stran^ 
ger applied to him for charity. — 
Signior Frescobald, seeing something 
in his countenance more than ordi-> 
nary, overlooked his tattered clothes^ 
and compassionating his circumstan* 
ces, asked him what he was, and of 
what country, ' I am,' answered the 
young man, 'a native of England; 
my name is Thomas Cromweu, and 
my fiither in-law is a poor sheer-man. 
I left my country to seek my fortune ; 
came with the French army that was 
routed at Gatylion, where I was page 
to a footman, and carried his pike 
and burgonet after him.' Fresco- 
bald, commiserating his necessities, 
and having a particular respect for 
the English nation, clothed him gen- 
teelly, took him into his house, till he 
had recovered strength by better diet, 
and, at his taking leave, mounted 
him on a good horse, with dxteen 
ducats of gold in his pockets.—^ 
Cromwell expressed his thankfulness 
in a very sensible manner, and return^ 
ed by land towards England ; whera 
being arrived, he was preferred' into 
the service of Cardinal Wolsey. 
" After the Cardinal's death, In 
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ymnAed hmmlf ao effiBctuaUy into 
the &vour of King Heniy VIII. that 
his majesty made him alBaron, Vis- 
count, Earl of Essex, and, at last, 
liord Chancellor of England. In 
the mean time, Signior Frescobald, 
by repeated losses at sea and land, 
Was reduced to poverty ; and, calling 
to mind, without ever thinking of 
Cromwell, that some English mer- 
chants were indebted to him in the 
sum ai fifteen thousand ducats, he 
came to London to procure payment 
" Travelling in pursuit of this af- 
ftir, he fortunately met with the Lord 
Chancellor, as he was riding to Court ; 
who, thinking him to be the same 
^ntleman that had done him such 
great kindness in Italj, immediately 
alighted, embraced hmi, and, with 
teus of joy, asked him if he was not 
Signior francis Frescobald, a Flo- 
Tentine merchant 1 'Yes, sir,* said 
he, ' and your most humble servant' 

* My- servant !' said the Chancellor ; 

* No ; you are my special friend, that 
relieved me in my wants, laid the 
firandation oi my greatness, and, as 
such, I icmve you : and, since the 
affidrs of my sovereign wUl not now 
permit a longer conference, I beg you 
wiM oblige me this day with your 

■ company at my house to dinner with 
me/ 

;.- " Signior Frescobald was surprised 
«nd astonished with admiration who 
this great man should be, that ac- 
knowledged such obligations, and so 
pastrixmately expressed a kindness for 
aim : but, contemplating awhile his 
mien, his voice, and carnage, he con- 
cluded it to be Cromwell, whom he 
had relieved at Florence ; and, there- 
lore, not a httle overjoyed, went to 
his house, and attended his coming. 
His lordship came soon after, and im- 
mediately taking his firiend by the 
hand, turned to the lord high admiral 
and other noblemen in his company, 
^'y^^gi ' Don't your lordships wonder 
that I am so glad to soe this gentle- 
mad'? This u he who first contri- 
.buted to my advancement' He then 
told then) the whole story, and, hold- 
Sfig himstiU by.thjB hand; led himinto 



the dimng-ioom, and placed him neil 
himaelf at table. The company being 
gone, the ChanceUor made use of this 
opportunity to know what affiur had 
brought hun to Rnghnd. Fiesoo- 
baU, in a few wor£, gave him the 
true state of his circumstances; ta 
which Cromwell replied, ' I am sorry 
for your misfortunes, and I will make 
them as easy to you as I can ; bnt^ 
because men ought to be just before 
they are kind, it is fit I should icpay 
the debt I owe you.' Then, leading 
him to his closet, he locked the door, 
and opening a coffer, first took out 
sixteen ducats, defivering them to 
Frescobald, and said, 'Sly friend, 
here's the money you lent me at Flo- 
rence, with ten pieces you laid out for 
my apparel, and ten more yoa paid' 
for my horse ; but considering that 
you are a merchant, and might have 
made aotae advantage by this money 
in the way of trade, take these four 
bags, in every one of which are four 
hundred ducats, and enjoy them as 
free gifts of your friend." These the 
modesty of Frescobald would have 
refused, but the other forced them 
upon him. Henextcausedhimtogive 
him the names of all his debtors, and 
the sums they owed ; which account 
he transmittal to one of his servants, 
with a charge to find out the men, 
and oblige them to pay him in fif^n 
days, under the penalty of his dis- 
pleasure ; and the servant so well dis- 
charged his duty, that in a short time 
the entire sum was paid.' All this 
time, Signior Frescobald lodged in 
the Chancellor's house, where he 
was entertained according to his me- 
rits, with repeated persuadons for his 
continuance in England, and an offer 
of the loan of sixty thousand ducats 
for four years, if he would trade 
here ; but he desired to return to Flo- 
rence, which he did, with extraordi- 
nary favours from the Lord Crom- 
well." 

A very poor man, busied in plant* 
ing and grafting an ap^Ie tree, wan 
rudely interrupted by tms interrogft* 
tion: — ''Why do you plant tres% 
who cannot hope to eat the fiuit of 
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UmbiI*' Ha niied hfamelf up, and, 
leAoing upon his spttde, repUed, 
** Some one planted tnet for me be- 
ibfe I was born ; and i have eaten 
Ihe frttit : 1 now plant Ibr othen, 
that the memorial of my gratitude 
Ua^ exist when I am gone." 

u is said that the first settlers of 
New-England met with many diffi- 
culties and hardslupB, as is general- 
ly the ease when a civilized people 
attempt estabiishing-tbemsehres in a 
tiiidemeas country. Being men of 
piety, they sought refief from heaven, 
Dy l^ng their wants and distvesses 
liefere the Lortffn fze^uent set days 
ef fasting and prayer. Constant me- 
ditation and msomine on their diffi- 
enlties kept their minds gloomy' and 
discontented; and, like tihe children 
of Israel, there were many disposed 
to retfffn to that Egypt which porse- 
cutiott had induced them to' abandon. 
At length, when it was proposed in 
one of their assemblies to proclaim a 
last, a farmer, of plain sense, rose and 
ivmarked, that the inconveniences 
they suffered, and concerning vdrieh 
they had so often wearied heaven 
witn their complaints, were not so 
great as they nu^ht have expected, 
and were diminishing every day as 
the colony strengthened ; that the 
earth began to reward their toil, and 
to fttmish liberally for their subds- 
tence ; that the seas and rivers were 
full of fish, the air sweet, the climate 
healthy, and, above all, that they were 
in the full enjoyment of their civil and 
religious liberty : he therefore thought 
idiat reflecting and conversing on these 
•ubjects would be more comfortable, 
as tending more to make them, con- 
tented with their situation ; and that 
it would be more becoming the ^m- 
titude they owed the Divme Bemg, 
U, instead of a fiist, they should ap- 
point a tfiankatriving. His advice 
was taken, and, from that day to 
this, they have in every year observed 
circumstances of pubhc felicity suffi- 
cient to furnish cause for a thanks- 
giving day, which is, therefoj^, con- 
fitantHr oniered and religiously ob- 
ierved. 



THE HAPFT TBfVAK^. 

A piOds clergyman in the dioceiefe 
of Bishop Burnet, had fbquently mo' 
ditated on these words of <Hir Loi^, 
" Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth." He considered 
that the Author spake as man never 
spake, and he prayed earnestly that 
he might understand their full import. 
The providence of God answerea his 
prayer by the following occurrence : 
One day, as he was m^itatin^ in the 
fields, ne heard the voice of joy and 
praise from a neighbouring cottago: 
curiosity led him to the wmdow, and 
he beheld the happy tenant, a poor 
woman, with the scanty provision of 
a cup of water and a piece of bread : 
her naaids and eyes were lifled up to 
heaven, while with joyful gratitude 
she exclaimed, " Wliat, all this, and 
Jesus Christ tool" This &ct ex- 
{Jained the text in its true significa- 
tion : it taught him that asmaS.thing 
the righteous hath is better than 
great nches of the ungodly. 




HEAREftlS AND PUBLIC ATOHiajaxr. 

Bigoted Hearer, 

A PBRfloN meeting another retmn- 
ing after havrag hMid a po| 
preacher, said to nim, " Well, I 
you have beenhighly gratified." ** in- 
deed, I have,*' replied tiie other. **I 
wish I could have prevailed oii you to 
hear him : I am sure vou would never 
have relished any omer preacher af- 
terwards.*' "Then," replied tlie 
wi!ser Christian, " I am determsied I 
never will hear him, for I wish to 
hear such a preaeher as will give me 
so high a relish and esteem for the 
word of God, that I diall receive it 
wHh greater easemess and delight 
whenever it is d<wvei«d." 

Hunible BBorer 



" A torch may be lighted by acan- 
dle, and a knife be sharpened by an 
unpolished stone;" so Mr. Huder- 
sham used to say, "that he never 
heard any fidthful minister in his iif^ 
that he was so mean^ but he could dis- 
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Odver some gift in him that was want- 
ing in himself and could receive 
some profit by him." 

T%c Practical Hearer, 

A poor woman in the country went 
to hear a sermon, wherein, among 
other evil practices, the use of disho- 
nest weights and measures was ex- 
posed. With this discourse she was 
much affected. The next day, when 
the mioister, according to his custom, 
went among his hearers^ and called 
upon the woman, he took occasion to 
ask her what she remembered of his 
sermon. The poor woman complain- 
ed much of her bad memory, and said 
she had forgotten almost all that he 
delivered. "But one thing," said 
she, " I remembered ; I remembered 
to burn my bushel." — A doer of the 
word cannot be a forgetful hearer. 

Constant Hearer. 

It is said of the late Countess of 
Burford, that though for the last few 
years of her life she had to ride almost 
constantly on horseback, upwards 
of nxteen miles, to and from the 
churches where she attended, yet nei- 
ther frost snow, rain, nor bad roads, 
were sufncient to detain her at home. 
How unlike the conduct of many, 
who suffer any trivial incident to 
keep them from the house of God ! 

Punctual Hearer, 

A woman who always used to at- 
tend public worship with great punc- 
tuality, and took care to be always in 
time, was asked how it was she could 
always come so early ; she answered, 
very wisely, " That it was part of her 
religion not to disturb the religion of 
others." • 

The late Hearer, 

A minister, whom I well knewi 
observing that some of his people 
made a practice of coming in very 
late, and after a considerable part of 
the sermon was gone througn, was 
•determined that they should feel the 
force of a public reproof. One day, 
therefore, as they entered the place 
of worship at thenr usual late period, 
the minister, addressing his congre- 



^on, said, '^Bnt, my heareis, it k 
time for us now to eonclnde, for hen 
afe our friends just come to fetch us 
h(Hne." We may easily oonjecton 
what the parties felt at this curiou% 
but pointed address. 

T*ke de(\f Woman a constani 
attendant, 

" I have in my congregation," saiS 
a venerable minister of the gospel, 
" a worthy aged woman, who has for 
many years been so dea^ as not to 
distinguish the loudest sound, and 
yet she is always one of the first in 
the meeting. On asking tl^ reason 
of her constant attendance (as it wis 
impossible for her to hear my voice,) 
she answered, 'Though I cannot 
hear you, I come to Goa's house be- 
cause I love it, and would be found 
in his ways ; and he gives me many 
a sweet thought upon the text, when 
it is pointed out to me : another rea- 
son is, because there I am in the best ■ 
company, in the more immediate pre- 
sence of'^God, and amongst Us samts, 
the honourable of the earth. I am 
not satisfied with serving God in pri- 
vate : it is my duty and privilege to 
honour him regularly and constantly 
in public." ' — What a rej^roof this to 
those who have their heanng, and yet 
always come to a place of worship 
late, or not at all ! 

^The fearful Christian turned 
courageous. 

There was one Victorinus, fionoiw 
in Rome for teaching rhetoric to the 
senators ; this man in his old age WM 
converted to Christianity, and came 
to Simplicianus (who was an emi* 
nent man) whispering softly in his 
ears these words, "I am a Chris- 
tian ;" but this holy man answered^ 
" / 101^/ not believe it^ nor count thee 
sOf till I see thee among the Chris- 
tians in the church,** At which be 
laughed, saying, "/>o, tJien^ those 
walls make a Christian? Cannoil 
he such except I openly prqfess it 
and let the world know the savte 7" 
Awhile after,being more confirined m 
the faith, and considering tha<, if he 
should thus continue askamed of 
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Ckrist, Chriit would be ashamed of 
liini in the last day, he changed hb 
note, and came to Simplicianus, say- 
ing, " Let us go to the church ; Iwill 
luno in earnest he a Chrietiaiii" And 
there, though a private professbn of 
his 6^ ought nave been sufficient, 
^et he chose to make it openly, aay- 
iBgi ** That he had openly professed 
raetoiic, which was not a matter of 
ifllvation; and why should he be 
•|raid to own the word of God in the 
o^togregation of the fiiitMul 1 

HIGBWATMEN RECLAIMED. 

A NOTORIOUS robber in Scotland, 
known by the name of John of the 
Score, happening to meet with a poor 
inan Uavdling with two horses, forci- 
Uv tooK ^m both away, regardless 
m the entreaties of the distressed 
opuntiyman, who, &lling on his 
luieesi begged \uJDi for Jesus CkrisVs 
sakef to restore one of them, as the 
npi^iiitenance of his family depended 
01) His horses. 

The t\aif^ haying returned home, 
b^oun^ fifom that day dull and me- 
lancholy, unable to rest at home, or 
|»ursue his depredations abrosid ; for 
yihich he could assign no cause but 
t|ijs, that the words which the poor 
man had uttered concerning Jesus 
Christ (which by the way, he was so 
ignorant as not to understand)Iaid like 
a heavy weight upon his spirit. De- 
siring, therefore, his sons to shift for 
thenwelves^ and secretly restrained 
horn attempting to escape or Mde 
hipnelf, he was apprehended by the 
ministers of justice, imprisoned in 
Bdinburgh, tried, and condemned to 
die. 

Bdng visited by the Reverend Mr. 
Blyth and a Mr. Cunninsham,: who 
had formerly known him, he was ex- 
horted to consider his miserable aiid 
dangerous condition rb a dying sin- 
ner, and to fly for refuge to Jesus 
Christ. Heaxinc that name, he sud- 
denly cried out, " Oh! what word is 
that) £n it has been my death ! Thi^ 
]a.thSvWonlthat has laii^ oq my heart 
esei^ijice the poor majoi mentioned 
itt so.thfliIihaanopQweK.to enciipft, 



The minister took occasion to preacli 
to him JESUS, as the only and all« 
sufficient Saviour. "But will he,*' 
said the relenting thie^ " will he ever 
look upon me 7 will he ever show 
mercy to me, who would not, for his 
sake, show mercy to that poor man, 
and mve him back his horses V* 

After farther instruction, a real and 
most ffracious change appeared in 
him, of which he discovered the most 
convincing evidence ; he attained to 
a happy assurance of bis interest in 
Chnst; and, on the 8caffi>Id where 
he suffered, spoke so wonderfully of 
the Lord's dealings with him, as left 
a conviction on the spectators, and 
forced them to acknowledge a glori- 
ous truth and reality in the grace of 
Grod. 

" It was my lot, a few years ago," 
says Dr. Lettsom, **to be attacked' 
on the highway by a genteel-looldnff 
person, well mounted, who demancU 
ed my money, at the same time pla'» 
cing a pistol to my breast. I re-, 
quested him to remove the pistol, 
which he instantly did : I saw his 
agitation, from whence I concluded 
he had not been habituated to this, 
hazardous practice; and I added, 
that I had both sold and silver about 
me, which I fredy gave him, but that 
I was sorr^ to see. a young gentle- 
man risk his life in so unbe^mmg a 
manner, which would probably soon 
terminate at the gallows : that, at the 
best, the casual pittaxM» gained on the 
highway would afSsrd but a precari- 
ous and temporaiy subsistence ; but 
that, if I could servo him by a private 
assistance more bec<Kning his ap- 
pearance, he might further command 
my purse ; and at the same time, I 
desired him to accept.a card contain- 
ing my addresfl^ and to call upon 
me, as he mi^t trusitto my word for. 
his Jiborty aiw life^ He accepted my 
address, but I observed^is voice faf- 
tered. It wasl^ at nigh^ thera 
was, however, sufficient starlight to 
enable me to, perceive, as I Te^edi 
towards him on, the window of .mj^ 
carriage, that h^ ..bosom was oyer- 
y^hoha^d wth, rop^jjdjitinjt. pw«io«a» 
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At length, bending forward on hifi 
•lione, and xecoveting the |iower of 
speech, he affectingi v said, ' I thank 
ywL for your ofkx — American affidrs 
icve ruined me — I will, dear Sir, 
^vait upon you.' Two weeks after- 
Wards, a person ' entered my house, 
whom I immediately recognised to 
-be this highwayman. < T come,' said he, 
'to communicate to you a matter that 
nearly omcems me, and I trust to 
your lionour to keep it inviolable.' I 
told him that I recollected him, and 
I requested him to relate his history 
with candour, as the most effectual 
means of securing my services ; and 
<8Uch was the narrative, as would 
-have exdited sympathy in every 
lieart. His fortune had been spoilt 
on the American continent, and, af- 
ter a bng imprisonment, he escaped 
to this asylum of liberty, where, 
Mb resources failing, and perhaps 
with pride above the occupation ot a 
sturdy beggar, he rashly ventured 
fipon the most dreadAil alternative of 
the highway, where in his second at- 
tempt, he met with me. I found that 
his narrative Was literally true, which 
induced me to try various means of 
6bvia;ting has distresses. To the 
commissioners for relieving the Ame- 
iican sufierers application was made, 
but fi^iiUessly : at length he attended 
at Windsor, and delivered a memorial 
to the Clueen, briefly stating his suf- 
ferings, and the cause of them. Struck 
with his appearance, and pleased 
with his address, she graciously as- 
sured him of patronage, provided his 
nretensions should, on inquiry, be 
feund justified. The result was, that, 
in a few days, she gave him a com- 
mission in the army; and, by his 
public services, twice has his name 
appeared in the Grazette among the 
{nomotions. After some years em- 
ployment in the service of his sove- 
teign, this valuable officer fell a vic- 
tim to the yellow fever in the West 
Indies." 

"A second time t was attacked and 
robbed, and at the instant seized the 
criminal, whom I knew. He fell on 
|J8 knees, zetunwdthe ijaoney he had 



taken from me, and prayed fatffv^ 
ness. I told him that I could not 
commute felony; he must instantly^ 
depart, and advised him to go to sea^ 
and never suffer me to see hun again. 
About two years afterwards, on vi- 
siting a person in the country, I met' 
with this offender: upon inquirinc^ 
into his situation, I found that he had. 
since been /married, and was become' 
a respectable fiirmeT." 

Dr. Conder, during his residence 
at Cambridge, having taken a ride to« 
Peterborough for the benefit of the* 
air, on his return, he saw a gentle- 
man in a private lane, at some dis- 
tance, standing by his horse. As he- 
approached, the supposed gentleman, 
mounted, and, commg upto him, de- 
manded his money. The doctor 
(then Mr. Conder) immediately re- 
cogtaaed him as a former inhabitant, 
of Cambridge, but thought it prudent 
to conceal nis knowledge. Not sa- 
tisfied with receiving all his cash, tOf 
the amount of several guineas, the- 
highwayman asked him S>r his watch. 
Tnia being a family piece, he plead- 
ed hard to retain it: but the man 
persisting in a menacing tone in hisi 
demand, he surrender^ it, though 
not without strong symptoms of se-- 
luctance. 

The doctor was a man of tender* 
sympathy. This amiable quality soon> 
suppressed all concern for personal 
safety, and the property thus violenU^ 
ly wrested from him ; and led him 
to commisserate an unhappy maU}. 
whose evil practices were leadings 
him, in hasty strides, to the chambers 
of deadi, and to attempt to reclaim 
him. He immediately addressed 
him with great civility, inquired what, 
way he was going, and proposed, iff 
agreeable,, to ride in comj^any ; as- 
suring him, at the same time, that 
he need not entertain the least fear-, 
ful apprehension upon his accounts 
His obUging manner won upon the^ 
highwayman, and opened the way t(b 
animiliar coAversation. 

During the robbery itself, the mai^ 
with all the assumed courage^ coulj 
not conceal the agitation of ft is mi PKU 
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From thifl cucnmstanoe the doctor ipartiiig/ wept aHuiderably, eapna, 
took occanon to suggest that his pre- ne ho^d he should attend to his ad- 



sent mode of subsistence, separate 
jBrmn its moral turpitude, was both 
imwise and dangerous, as the small 
sums generally collected at one time 
in these adventures were inadequate 
to the risk, as they required the fre- 
quent exposure of his person, and 
must subject him to perpetual alarms. 
The robber ursed the common plea of 
necessity. The doctor represented, 
that it was an unpleasant and com- 
monly a fatal necessity, as it was not 
only a trespass upon the rights of so- 
ciety and the authority of God, but 
would subject him to a dreadful pe- 
nalty in the life that now is, as well as 
in that which is to come. Here he 
entreated him to desist from these 
pernicious habits — urged him to re- 
pentance, assuring him that there was 
forgiveness, through Jesus Christ, 
for the most atrocious offenders ; and 
that he did not doubt, if he implored 
direction from above, but Providence 
would so direct his way, as to enable 
him to " provide all things honest in 
the sight of all men/' 

This conversation appeared to 
make a deep impression ; the imme- 
diate effect of wnich was, the robber 
took the watch, and returned it to 
htm, saying "he conducted himself 
so much like a gentleman, that he 
could not think of retaining it." The 
doctor replied, that he greatly valued 
the watch, and received it with plea- 
sure J but acknowledged that he had 
a higher object in view than the res- 
toration of his property. 

As they continued their discourse, 
he took the money out of his pocket, 
and tendered that also to the doctor, 
saying, that his conscience would 
not permit him to keep it. But the 
doctor absolutely refused receiving it, 
begging him not to consider it as 
^rced from him, but as the gift of be- 
nevolence, to a necessitous man. At 
this instance of generosity he appear- 
ed additionally tdfected. 

Coming nearer to Cambridge, the 
robber told him, that he was under 
a necessity of leaving him, and, on 



vice. He then took a cross-road, on 
the skirts of the town ; but havin|f 
previously committed other lobberies 
in the neighbourhood, was almost 
immediately identified and seized. 
The doctor leisurely continued his 
ride, and, on his arrival at Cam- 
bridge, was greatly surprised to meet 
him in the street, in the custody of 
the persons who apprehended him. 
On his commitment to the castle, he 
sent for his spiritual monitor, who 
found him in very great distress. 
During his confinement, both before 
and atter trial, he made him repeated 
visits, which were rendered eminent- 
ly useful ; and, at his execution, he 
had every reason to believe, he died a 
real convert. 

A certain man, who having dis- 
solutely spent all his estate, had only 
so much money left as would buy 
him a sword, wtiich he did resolving 
to maintain himself by robbing on tlM 
highway. As he was passing by a 
church where a minister was preach- 
ing, he stepped in, and heard the ser- 
mon ; when it pleased God to work 
so effectually upon him, that it 
changed his former resolution ; and 
God so blessed his endeavours in his 
calling, that he maintained himself 
and fiunily comfortably ever after. 

HISTORY. 

" Wisdom is the great end of his- 
tory ; it is designed^ to supply the 
want of experience. Thougn it en- 
force not its instruction with the 
same authority, yet it furnishes us 
with a greater variety of instruction 
than it is possible for experience to 
afford in the course of the longest 
life. Its object is to enlai^e our views 
of the human character, and to give 
full exercise to our judgment on nu- 
man affairs." This observation is 
just, as to history itself; but the 
many wilful mistakes, tc^ther with 
the prejudices of historians, have ren- 
dered it contemptible in the eyes of 
some men. Hence, 

When Frederick the Great of 
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Phusia ordered hb secretary to read 
to him, "What," aaid he, "shaJl I 
imdl Will your majesty hear me 
itad histoiyf* "No, no," lepUed 
ibe king; "no history, there is no 
tmtli in history." 

When Sir Robert Walpole's son 
Horace was about to read to him 
some historical piec6, he 8topt>ed him 
short. "O do not read history," 
said the fkther, "for that I know 
must be false." 

Charles Y. had so little &ith in 
historians, that when he had occasion 
to send for Sleidan^s History, he used 
to say, " Bring me my liar.'^ 

These objections to history, how- 
eyer, are founded upon ignorance 
and prejudice. To suppose all his- 
toty unworthy of our perusal, because 
some part of it may want sufficient 
authority, is highly absurd. A wise 
and judicious mind will make a pro- 
per discrimination between historic 
rdation and those things which bear 
evident marks (ii hiedoncfact. To a 
person possessing such a mtnd, his- 
tory, no doubt, will be very profita- 
ble ; it will tend to enlighten die un- 
derstanding, mature the judgment, 
afford entertainment, and excite to 
action. 

Cicero also has justly observed,, 
that history is the light of ages, the 
depository of events, the faithful evi- 
dence of truth, the source of prudence 
and good counsel, and the rule of con- 
duct and manners. 

No set of men ought to be more 
aecnrate, more just to truths and more 
divested of prejucKcc^than historians. 
"I reckon a lie in history," says 
Bishop Burnet, "to be a much great- 
er sin than a lie in common discourse, 
as the one is like to be more lasting, 
and more generally known than the 
other." 

"Some writera cf history have,, 
however, the effinrnteiy to pretend ta 
give us a detail of the debates of privy^ 
councils, and of ther mM secret coti-- 
tttsationa at^' cabaiR of cmirtiezt^ 



come dissplate. If I cannot make all 
-vHth as mucft: fbrmal precision aiB 9F a^ people ^t in the smallest tibiag% 



they had been cabinet ministers dk 
the oflorti ci£ aUtbe prmces ofthe a|j|^ 



concerning which they write, and aff 
if nothing nad been tiansac^ted or de- 
termined without their privacy ; ndT 
do they scruple to entertain us widk 
a drcumstantia] account of a battis, « 
siege, or the operations of a wholft 
campaign, with aa much pretendei 
accuracy as if they had taken the fieU 
with the army and accompanied eve> 
ry detachment employed on different 
services during tne whole contest. 
Such narratives ought always to be 
suspected ; generally speaking, they 
ougnt to be totally disre^rded. Mr. 
Boswell relates, that Dr. JohnsoBi 
u^ to say, ' We talk of history p 
but let us consider how little history^ 
I mean real, authentic history, we 
have. It is not to be questioned butt 
such kings reigned, such battleawere- 
fought, such cities were taken^ audi 
such countries conquered, as we §ioM 
mentioned; but all the colouring of 
history ia mere conjecture.' In this 
Dr. Johnson is most certainly rigbk. 
It is only the outlines of history, the? 
leading and important facts, waichj 
have been proauctive of greal and! 
conspicuous eflects, which ought Uk 
attract our attention, excite our reflect 
tlon, and hold a place in our remem-)> 
bmnce." — See BiglaruP a Letters otk 
the Study and Use qf Ancient and 
Modem JSistory, 

HOKESTT AND iNTEGRim 
NouscHERVAN, a Persian king; 
having been hunting, and desirous of 
eating some of the venison, in hi» 
field, several of the attendants went 
to a neighbouring village, and took 
away a quantity of salt, to season it. 
The kins^ suspecting how they Had! 
acted, ordered, that Utey should im^ 
mediately gp. and pay lor it; then, 
turning to- his attendants^ he said^ 
" This is a small matter ui ilsel^ but 
a great one as it n^ank me r fora 
kin|^ ougftt ever to be jiist,. beeai^e 
he IS an examjple tokis subjectsr i^d^ 
if he swiBEvesm tr£9es, they Will'be^ 



lean,, at least^showthem^it is 
blet^beao." 



REUQIODS, MORALt AMD 
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Some ^ean einoe, resided in a 

country village, a poor but worthy 

man, who, with the small sti- 

EDf iOl. per annum, supported 
If, a wife, and seven cntl4ren. 
At one time, walking and meditating 
in the fields, in much distress, from 
the narrowness of his circumstances, 
he stumbled on a purae of gold.-— 
Looking round, in vain, to find its 
owner, he carried it home to his wife, 
who advised him to employ^ at least, 
a part of it in extricating them from 
their present difficulty : but he con- 
scientiously refused) until he had 
used his utmost endeavours to find 
out it^ former proprietor, assuring 
her, that honesty ia always the best 
policy. After a short time, it was 
owned by a gentleman who lived at 
some little distance, to whom the 
clergyman returned it, with no other 
reward than thanks. On the good 
man^s return, his wife could- not lielp 
reproaching the gentleman with in- 
gratitude, and censuring the over- 
scrupuldus honesty of her husband ; 
but ne only replied as before, honesty 
is the best policy, A few months 
after this, the curate received an in- 
vitation to dine with the aforesaid 
gentleman ; who, after hospitably en- 
tertaining him, gave him the present- 
ation to a living of 300r. per annum, 
to which he added a bill of 50^ for 
his present necessities^' The curate, 
after making suitable acknowledg- 
ments to his bene&ctor, returned 
with joy to his wife and &milv, ac- 
quainting them with the nappy 
change in his circumstances; and, 
adding, that he hoped she would now 
be convinced, that honesty was the 
lest policy i to which she readily as- 
sented. 

One day, when a vacant see was 
to be filled the synod observed to the 
emperor, Peter the Great^ that they 
had none but ignorant men to pre- 
sent to his majesty.. **Well, then,'' 
replied the czax, *^yoa have only to 
pitch upon tlie most hjomjest man: 
lie win be worth, two teamed ones." 
Pfeviously to Dr. Goldsmith's pub- 
^'-^ hin ^'Deserted Village," <he 



bookseller had ^ven him a note for 
one hundred guineas for the copy, 
which the Doctor mentioned a few 
hours after to one of his friends, who 
observed, it was a very great sum for 
so short a performance. " In truth," 
replied Goldsmith, " I think so too ; 
I have not been easy since I received 
it ; therefore, I will go back, and re- 
turn him his note : which he abso- 
lutely did, and left it entirely to the 
boolLseller to pay him according to 
the profits produced by the sale of 
the piece, which turned out very 
considerable. — Honesty is the best 
policy. 

In a late war in Germany, a cap* 
tain of cavalry was ordered out on a 
foraging party. He put himself at 
the nesul of ms troop, and marched 
to .the quarter assigned him. It was 
a solitary valley, in which hardly any 
thing but woods could be seen. In 
the midst of it, stood a little cottage ; 
on perceiving it, he went up, and 
knocked at the door : out comes an 
ancient Hernouten, (better known in 
this country by the name of Moravian 
Brethren,) with a beard silvered by 
age. *i Father," says the officer, 
" show me a field where I can set my 
troopers a foraging.'* " Presently," 
replied the Hernouten. The good 
old man walked before, and conduct* 
ed them out of the valley. After a 
quarter of an hour's march, they 
found a fine field of barley. " There 
is the very thing we want," says the 
captain. " Have patience for a few 
minutes," replied his guide: "you 
shall be satisfied." They went on, 
and, at the distance of about a quarr 
ter of a league fiurther, they arrived 
at another field of barley. The 
troop immediately dismounted, cut 
down the grain, trussed it up, and 
remoimted. The officer, upon thi^, 
says to his conductor, *' Fatner, yoa 
have given yourself and us, unn&- 
cessary trouble : the first field was. 
much better than this*** " Very true^. 
sirj' repUed the good old man, .'*but 
it was not mine." — This stroke, (sayt^ 
my author, and that Justly,) goes oi- 
rwtJytotb!BUea^t^ IdefywiAthei^: 
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to produce me airf thins once to be 
compared with it. An{ surely, he 
who does not feel his heart warmed 
by such an example of exalted virtue, 
has not yet acquired the first princi- 
ples of moral taste. 

Mr. Addison, in a letter to a friend, 
makes the followiifg declaration. — 
** Believe me, when 1 assure you^ I 
never did, nor ever will, on any pre- 
tence whatsoever, take more than the 
stated and customary fees of my of- 
fice. I might keep the contrary 
practice concealed from the world, 
were I capable of it but I could not 
from myself; and I hope I shall al- 
ways fear the reproaches of my own 
heart, more than those of all man- 
kind.'' This reflected great honour 
on Mr. Addison's integrity. 

HONOUR. 
Tru£ honour, though it be a diffe- 
rent principle from religion, 3^et is not 
contrary to it. Religion embraces 
virtue, as it is enjoin^ by the laws 
of God ; honour, as it is graceful and 
ornamental to human nature. The 
religious man fears, the man of lio- 
nour scorns to do an ill action. The 
latter considers, vice as something 
that is beneath him, the other as 
something that is ofiensive to the Di- 
vine B^g ; the one as what is un- 
becoming, the other as what is for- 
bklden. 

But what mistaken notions' have 
some men of honour! They esta- 
bliidi any thing to themselves for a 
point of honour, although it is con- 
trary both to the laws of God, and of 
their coututry. "Timogenes was a 
lively instance of one actuatied by 
&lse honour. Timogenes would 
smile at a man's jest, who ridiculed 
his Maker, and, at the same time, 
run a man through the body that 
spoke ill of his friend. Timogenes 
would have scorned to have betmyed 
a secret that was entrusted with him, 
ihottgh the late of his coimtry de- 
Mowd upon the discovery of it. — 
Timogeiies took away the tife ^ a 
jbung fellow in a duel, for having 
fl^otoi ill of Bofinda,; a. hud; whom 



he himself had seduced in her youth, 
and betmyed into want and ignomi* 
ny. After having ruined several pooF 
tradesmen's fiunilies^ who had trusted 
him, he sold his estate to satisfy his 
creditors ; but, like a man of honour, 
disposed of all tiie money he could 
make of it in paying off his play 
debts, or, to speak in his own lan- 
guage, his debts of honour." 

\^ue and honour were deified 
among the ancient Grreeks and Ro> 
mans, and had a joint temple conse- 
crated to them at Rome ; but, after- 
wards, each of them Imd sepamte' 
temples, which were so placed, thai 
no one could enter the temple of ho- 
nour, without passing through that 
of virtue; hf wliich the Romans 
were continually put in mind, that 
virtue is the only direct path to true 
glory. Plutarch tells us, that the 
Romans, contrary to their usual cus- 
tom, sacrificed to honour uncovered ; 
perhaps to denote that, wherever ho-^ 
nour IS, it wants no covering, but 
shows itself open to the world. Dr. 
South observes^ that princes may 
confer honours, or rather titles and* 
names of honour; but they are a 
man's own actions which must make* 
him truly honourable; and every 
man's Ufe is the herald's office, froia 
whenoe he must derive and fetch that 
which must blazon him to the world ;; 
honour bcii^ but the reflection of a 
roan^B own actions, shining bright ia 
the fece of all about him, and from 
thence rebounding upon himself. 

The Spanish liistorians relate m 
memorable instance' of honour and 
regard to truth. A Spanish cavalier, 
in a sudden quarrel, slew a Moorish 
gentleman, and fled. His pureuer» 
soon lost siffht of him, for he bad, un« 
perceived, thorwn himself over a gar- 
den wall. The owner, a Moor, aa.p« 
p«iing to be in his garden, was aiok 
dressed by the Spaniard, on his 
knees, who acquainted him with 
his ease, and implored concealment 
*<Eat thiS)" saidi the Moor, (ffivinit 
him half a peach,) " you now know 
that you may confide in my protect 
tiaou." EtetheB:]fickfidhim.«ipiiihift 
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•pftrUBent, teUing hitt that, as toon 
M it was night, he wodld provide for 
hia escape to a place of greater safety. 
The Moor then went into his house, 
where he had just seated himself 
when a great crowd, with loud la- 
mentationi^ came to his gate, brining 
the dead body of his son, who hadjusl 
been killed by a Spaniard. Wlien 
the shock of surprise was a little over, 
he learnt, firom the description given, 
that the fittal deed was done by the 
very person then in his power. He 
mentioned this to no one, but, as soon 
as it was dark, retired to his garden, 
OS if to grieve alone, giving orders 
that none should follow him. Then, 
accosting the Spaniard, he said, 
"Christian, the person }rou have 
killed b my son : nis body is now in 
my house. You ought to suffer ; but 
you have eaten with me, and I have 

E'ven you my faith, which must not 
I brc^en." He then led tibe as- 
tonished Spaniard to his stables, 
mounted him on one of his fleetest 
horses, and said, " Fly fiir, while the 
night can cover you : you will be safe 
in the morning. You are, indeed, guil- 
ty of my son's blood ; but God is just 
and good, and I thank him I am in- 
nocent of your's, and that my fidth 
given b preserved." 

This point of honour is most roli- 

S'lously observed by the Arabs and 
araoens, from whom it was adopted 
by the Moors of Africa, and by tnem 
was brought into Spain. The fol- 
lowing instance of Spanish honour 
may still dwell in toe memory of 
many living, and deserves to be 
handed down to the latest posterity. 
In the year 1746, when we were m 
hot war with S][iadn, the Elizabeth of 
Lmidon, Captam William Edwards, 
eomins through the gulf from Jamai- 
ca, licnly laden, met with a most vio- 
lent stoim, in which the ship sprung 
» leak, that obliged them,, fox the 
saving of their lives, to luminto the 
H&vana^ a- Spanish port^ The cap 
taiA/ #ent on shore, aAd dSxsmy 
waited on tibe govenior» told the oo- 
casbn of |iui putting m^ and tfaali he 
~ the shipatt a pobe^ and 



hhnself and his men as prisoners oT 
war, only xequestinf good quarter. 
'^No^ sir,'' replied the Spanish ff(K 
vemor .* if we nad taken you in Stir 
war at sea, or approaching our coast 
with hostile intentions, your ship 
Would then have been a prize, and 
your people prisoners; but when^ 
distressed by a tempert, you come 
into our ports for the safety of your 
lives, we, the enemies, being men, aro- 
bound as such, by the laws of huma- 
nity, to afford relief to distressed mem 
wlio ask it of us. We cannot, even> 
against our enemies, take advantage 
of an act of God : you have leaye, 
thereforo, to unload your ship, if thatr 
be necessary, to stop the leak ; you 
may rofit her here, and traffic so far 
as shall be necessary to pay the- 
charges ; you may then depart ; and 
I win give you a pass, to be in forc» 
till you aie beyond Bermuda. If after 
that you aro taken, you will then» be 
a lawful prize ; but now you are only 
a stranger, and have a stranger's 
rig[ht to safety and protection."— The 
ship accordingly departed, and arrived 
saK in London. 

A remarkable instance of the like 
honour is recorded of a poor unen* 
lightened African negn^ m Captaiti 
Snelgrave's account of his Voyage to 
Guinea. A New-England sK>op,. 
trading there in 1752, tefl a second! 
mate, William Murray, sick onshore^ 
and sailed without mm. Murray 
was at the house of a black named 
Cudjoe, with whom he contracted ao 
acquaintance during their trade. He^ 
recovered, and, the sloop being gonej. 
he continued with this black mend 
till some other opportunity should oi^ 
fer of his ^tting home. In the mean 
time, a Dutch ship came into the- 
road, and some of the blacks, coming 
on board her, were treacherously 
seized, and carried off as their slaves; 
The relations and friends, transport^ 
ed with sudden rage^ rtm into the 
house of Cudgoe, to. take fevenge by 
killing Murray. Cudloe stopped 
them flC the door, and demanm! 
what they wantod. **The white' 
men,'' Mid! ihey, ** htm cicried awvj^ 
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oar brothers and sons, and we will 
kill all white men. Give us the 
white man* you have in your house, 
for we will kill him." " Nay,'* said 
Cudjoe : " the white men that carried 
away your relations are bad men : 
kiU them when you can take them : 
but this white man is a good man, 
and you must not kill him." " But 
he is a white man," they cried, " and 
the white men are all bad men, and 
we will kill them all." " Nay," says 
he ; "you must not kill a man who 
has done no harm, only for being 
white. This man is my friend ; my 
house is his post ; I am his soldier, 
and must fight for him ; you must kill 
me before you can kill him. What 
good man will ever come again under 
my roof, if I let my floor be stained by 
a good man's blood T* The negroes 
Beeing his resolutbn, and being con- 
vinced by his discourse that they were 
wrong, went away ashamed. In a 
few days Murray ventured abroad 
again with his fnend Cudjoe, when 
aeveral of them took him by the band, 
and told him "they were glad they 
bad not killed him; for he was a 
good (meaning innocent) awn r their 
God would have been ve^an^, and 
would have spoiled their fishmg." 

HUMILITY. 

There is nothing more character- 
istic of a true Christian than humi- 
lity. " It is the first lesson that he 
learns in the school of Christ, and is 
the source of contentment and solid 
peace of mind. If he hear that any 
one has reviled liim, he is ready to 
say with the philosopher, *had he 
known me better, he would have 
said worse things of me than that' 
The fiercest storms of adversity blow 
over him. Humility gives a pliancy 
to his mind, which saves it by yield- 
ing to the force it cannot resist ; like 
the vAak and bending reed that 
weathers out the tempest that fells the 
tali and sturdy oak.*' 

Aristippus and ^schines having 
quarrelieo, Aristippus came to him, 
and wid, "JSsciuiies, shall we be 



firicnds 1" " Yes, sir," said he, " with 
all my heart.'' "But remember/' 
saith Aristippus, "that I, being older 
than you, do make the first motion.** 
"Yes," said the other: "and there- 
fore I conclude you are the worthiest 
man ; for I began the strife, and you 
began the peace." 

" Should any one," saith St Au- 
gustine, "ask me concerning the 
Christian religion, and the people of 
it, I would answer, that the first, se- 
cond, and third things therein, and 
all, is humiUty." 

Ignatius was so humble, that he 
disdained not to leam of any. Gre- 

gory the Great was so exemplary hi 
is hunulity, that though he was bom 
of noble parents, yet he had so little 
respect to his descent, that he would 
often say, with tears in his eyeS| 
" That all ^lory was miserable, if the 
owner of it did not seek after tho 
glory of God." King Agathoclea 
would be served in earthen vessels, 
to remind him of hb filthier, who wa0 
a poor potter. Wellegis, Archbishop 
of Mentz, being a wheelwright's son, 
hung wheels and wheelwrights toote- 
about hie bedchamber, and virrotc un* 
der them, in capital letters, "Welle- 
gis, Wellegis, remember thy origi- 
nal."—" This is all I know," said 
a philosopher, " that I know no- 
thing." 

Bishop Ussher was so humble, that 
in practical subjects he would apply 
himself to the capacity of the poorest 
and weakest Christian that came to 
him for information and satisfaction 
of their doubts. He had high thoughts 
of others, and low thoughts of himself. 
Godly persons, however poor, had 
great power over him. He would 
visit them in their sickness, supply 
their wants, beg their prayers, and 
countenance their cause and persons. 
It is recorded of the Rev. Mr. 
Fletcher, that he never thought any 
thing too mean but sin ; he looked on 
nothing ek^ as beneath his characr 
ter. If he overtook a poor man at 
woman on the road with a burden too 
heavy for them, he did not fail, to of" 
fer nia assistaaoe to bear part of it ( 
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and he would not ew take a dennl. 
This, indeed, he has nrequentlydone. 

In the evening of uie day Sir 
l!ardley Wilmot kissed handa on be- 
ing appointed chief justice, one of his 
■ons, a youth of seventeen, attended 
him to his bedside. "Now," said 
he, '*my son, I will tell you a secret 
worth your knowing ana remember- 
ine. The elevation I have met with 
in life, particularly this last instance 
of it, has not been owing to any su- 
perior merit or abilities, but to my hti- 
mUUy; to my not having set u]^ my- 
self above others, and to a uaiform 
endeavour to pass through life void oi 
offence towards God and man." — 
Thus humility is the way to ho- 
nour. 

Few, it is said, have exceeded Dr. 
Doddridge in the exercise of humili- 
ty, both with relation to God and 
man. With respect to GDd, it was 
apparent in the deepest expressions 
<H concern for the defects of his im- 
provements and his services; and 
with re^rd to man, it was manifest- 
ed in his condescension to the mean- 
est persons, in his behaviour to his 
;j;p;:5, and in Ihe^ patieRee with 
>v\Ac\. he subm^ed fto the words i9f re- 
moof. He was even highly thank- 
ful to his friends for pointing out to 
him what they judged to be amiss in 
his conduct. In a letter to Dr. 
Wood, of Norwich, he thus express- 
es himself; " Pit^ me, and pray for 
me, as you do in the midst of so 
many hurries. O my poor, poor at- 
tem]^ts of service 1 — mey sheune me 
continually. My prayers, my ser- 
mons, my lectures, my books (in 
hand,) ray letters, all daily shame 
me." Some have thought, that, 
though this was sincere, yet it was 
An excessive eflUsion. But to this it 
/nay be answered that instead of its 
hein^ excessive, it b only a proof of 
hb increasing knowlecfge, arising 
from light given to him \ for, in pro- 
portion as we reo^ve light and grace, 
4K> shall we be led to see the imper-» 
lection of every ttung we do. \\ was 
this that influenced Job to say, (^ Be^ 
|p]d, I am vile ;'* Isaiah^ " t^^ 1 9^ 



undone;" and^i^aul, that he was t]i9 
least of saints. 



THE RUNTWG PRELATE. 
Ik what a deplorable state were 
the clersy in the tenth century 1 
Both in the eastern and western pnv 
vinces they were composed of a most 
worthless set of men, shamefully iUi» 
terate and stupid. We may form 
some notion of the Grecian patriarch* 
from the single examie of Theophy*' 
lact This exemplary prelate, whcr 
sold every ecclesiastical benefice as 
soon as it became vacant, had in his 
stable above two thousand huntii^ 
horses, which he fed with pig-nuts^ 
pistachios, dates, dried jgrapes, figs 
steeped in the most exquisite wines t 
to all which he added the richest peiiu<^ 
mery. One Holy Thursday, as he 
was celebrating high mass, his groom 
brought him the joyful news that one 
of his £Etvourite mares had foaled $ 
upon which he threw down the litur* 
gy, left the church, and ran in iap> 
tures to the stable, where, having ex* 
pressed his joy at the grand events 
ne returned to the altar to finish the 
^vine serriceL wbkh he had loft in^ ' 
terrupted 4pnng his absence. — I an^ 
afraid that we have too many hunt** 
ing clergymen in our enlightened 
day. 

POWER OF IMAGINATION. 

It is difficult to give credit to ever^ 
Uiiiw that has been said on thif 
head; it is evident, however, that 
there have been many strange and eX'- 
traordinary instances of the strength 
of imagination. 

An old writer gives ns the follow- 
ing instance, A man in a burning 
fever, leaning over his bedside, point- 
ed with his finger to the chamber 
door, desiring those who were present 
to let him swim in that hike, and that 
he then should be oo(d. His physi^* 
eian humoured the conceit : the pA^ 
tknt wal)Led carefully About the room) 
seemed to feel tb6 water giMttaU|r 
asciMiding to his neck, and, at length, 
haiing said that he lialt himself eool 
fko4 we^ if»s found, ig MaUtyt^td b« 
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flo^ Medical men acknowledffe that 
iniRgination has much to. do Both in 
inducing and curing many disorders. 

Many have imagined their limhs 
to be made of glass, of wax, &c. of 
enormous sizes, and of fiintastical 
shapes ; and others have even fended 
themselves dead. 

In the Memoirs of Count De 
Maurepas^ we find an account of a 
most suigular hypochondriac in the 
person of the Prince of Bourbon. 
He once imagined himself to be a 
Aare, and would suffer no bell to be 
nuiff in his palace, lest the noise 
would drive him to the woods. At 
another time he fimded himself to be 
a plant, and, as he stood in the gar- 
dra, insisted on being watered. Ue 
iNune time afterwards thought he was 
ikad, and refused nourishment; for 
iriiich, he said, he had no ferther 
QDoasion. This whim would have 
proved fatal, if his friends had not 
ccmtrived to disguise two persons who 
were introduced to him as his grand- 
fiither and Marsh^d Luxembourg; 
and who^ after some conversation 
concerning the shades, invited him to 
dine with Marshal Turenne. Our 
fajnpocbondriac followed them into a 
ceUar, prepared for the purpose, 
where he made a hearty ineal. While 
this turn of hie disorder prevailed, he 
always dined in the cellar with some 
noble ^host We are also informed 
that this strange malady did not inca- 
pacitate him ror business, especially 
when his interest was concerned. — 
This account is drawn from the Ap- 
pendix to the Monthly Review for 
i>ecember, 1792. 

iv Fienus, who wrote upon this sub- 
ject, relates a singidar instance of 
one whose delusion represented his 
bod)r so large, that he thought it im- 
possible for him to get out- of the 
room. Thephysidan, fancying there 
could be no better wuy of rectifying 
his imaginatioii than by letting him 
see that the thing could be done, or- 
dered him to be carried out by force. 
Ghreat was the struggle; and the 
patient no sooner saw himself at the 
outside of 4h0 door, than he fell into 



the same agonies of pain as if h&B 
bones had tdl been broken by being 
forced through a passage too little for 
him, and dira immediately after. 

Of the important effects arising 
from bodily^ labour when united wi£ 
mental exdtement, we have recorded 
a remarkable instance in the Monitor 
et Preceptor of Dr. Mead. "A 
young student at CoOege became so 
deepfy hypochondriac, that he pro* 
claimed himself dead, and ordered the 
college bell to be tolled cm the occa^ 
sion of hb death. In this he was in* 
dulged; but the man employed to 
execute the task appeared to the sto- 
deint to perform it so imperfectly, tfait 
he arose from his bed in a fniy of 
passion, to toll the beU for his own 
departure. When he had finished, 
he retired to ins bed in a state of pro- 
fuse perspiration, and was from that 
moment alive and weU." 

Simon Brown, a dissenting miius^ 
ter, was bom at Shepton IVullet, in 
Somersetshire, 1680. Grounded and 
excelling in grammatical learning, he 
early b^me qualified for the mmis- 
try, and actually began to preach be- 
fore he was twenty. He was find 
called to be a pastor at Portsmouth, 
and afterwards removed to the Old 
Jewry, where he was admired and 
esteemed for a number of years. But 
the death of his wife and only son, 
which happened in 1723, affected 
him so as to deprive him of his rea- 
son ; and he b«iame from that time 
lost to himself; his family, and to the 
world: his congre^tion at the Old 
Jewry, in exp^tation of his recove- 
ry, delayed for some time to fill his 
post ; yet, at length, all hopes were 
over, and Mr. Samuel Chandler was 
appointed to succeed him m 1725. 
This double misfortune afi^ted Mm- 
at first in a manner little different: 
ffcfOk distraction, but afterwards sunk 
him into a settled mclandiolv. 

He quitted the duties of his funo^* 
tion, and would not bd persufided Uf 
join in any act of worships pnbHc ot 
private. Being urged by nis friend*' 
ror a reason of this extraordiiiaiy. 
diange, at wUdi they expressed th* 
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utnuMt grief and astonishment, he 
toid them, after much importunity, 
that " he had &llen under the sensi- 
ble displeasure of Grod,who had caus- 
ed his rational soul naduall^ to pe- 
rish, and left him onfy an animal life 
in common with brutes : that, though 
he retained the human shape, and 
the &culty of speaking in a manner 
that appeared to others rational, he 
had all the while no more notion of 
what "he said than a parrot; that it 
was, therefore,profiine in him to pray, 
and incongruouB to be present at the 
prayers of others;" and, very con- 
sistently with this, he oonsideied 
himself no more as a moral agent, or 
subject of either reward or punish- 
ment. In this way of thinking and 
talking he unalterably and obstinate- 
ly persisted to the end of his life, 
tiiough he afterwards suffered, and 
even requested, prayers to be made 
for him. Some time after his seces- 
sion from the Old Jewry, he retired 
to Shepton Mallet, his native place ; 
and though in his retirement he was 
perpetually contending that his pow- 
ers of reason and imagination were 
gone, yet he was as constantly exert- 
ing both with much activity and vi- 
gour. He amused himself sometimes 
with translating parts of the ancient 
Grieek and Latin poets into English 
verse ; he composed little pieces for 
the use of children; an English 
Grammar and Spelling Book; an 
Abstract of the Scripture History, 
and a Collection of Tables, both m 
metre; and with much learning he 
brought together, in a short compass, 
all the ThertuUa of the Greek and 
Latin tongues, and also compiled a 
Dictionary to each of those works, in 
order to render the learning of both 
these languages more easy and com- 
pendious. Of these performances 
none have been made public; but 
what showed the strength and vigour 
of his understanding, while he was 
daily bemoaning the loss of it, were 
too works composed during the two 
last jears of his life, in Defence of 
Christianity against Woolston and 
TindaL He wrote an Answer to 



Woolston's Fifth Discourse on th0 
Miracles of our Saviour, entitled, 
A fit rebuke for a ludicrous Infidel, 
with a Prefiice concemins the Prose- 
cution of such vmters by the dvil 
Power. The preface contains a vi« 
gorous plea for liberty, and is strongly 
against pirosecutions in matters of re- 
ligion; and, in the Answer Wool- 
ston is as well managed as he was 
by any of his refuters, and more in 
his own way, too. His book against 
Tindal was called, A defence of the 
religion of Nature and the Ghristiaii 
Revelatien, against the defective ac- 
count of the one, and the exceptions 
against the other, in a book entitled, 
Christianity as Okl as the Creation $ 
and it is allowed to be as good a one 
as that controversy produced. He 
intended to dedicate it to Clueen Ca-.^ 
roline ; but as the unhappy state of 
his mind appeared in the dedication, 
some of his friends very wisely sup- 
pressed it, as sure to defeat the use 
and intent of his work. The copy, 
however, is preserved, and, as it is a 
great curiosity, we here present it to 
the reader. 
"Madam, 

*< Of all the extraordinary 
things that have been rendered , to 
your royal hands since your first hap- 
py arriyed in Britain, it may be boldly 
said what now bespeaks ^our ma- 
jesty's acceptance is the chief. Not* 
m itself indeed : it is a trifle unwor- 
thy your exalted rank, and what will 
hardly prove an entertaining amuse- 
ment to one of your majesty's deep 
penetration, exact judgment, and fine 
taste, but on account of the author, 
who is the first being of the kind, 
and yet without a nama He was 
once a man, and of some little nam^ 
but of no worth, as his present unpa- 
ralleled case makes but too manifest ; 
for, by the immediate hand of an 
avenging God, his very thinking sub- 
stance hAB, for more than seven yeanL 
been continuallj wasting away, till 
it is wholly perished out of him, if it 
be not utterly come to nothing. None^ 
no not the least remembrance of ito 
very ruins, lemaiss ; not the shadovr 
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of «n idea is left, nor any aeiue, to 
much as one single one, perfect or 
imperfect, whole <yr diminished, ever 
din appear to a mind within him,, or 
was perceived by it Such a pre- 
sent, from such a thing, however 
worthless in itself may not he wholly 
unacceptable to your majesty, the 
author being such as history cannot 
{larallel : ana if the fact, which is 
feal, and no fiction or wrong conceit, 
Dbtflins credit, it must be recorded as 
. the most memorable, and indeed as- 
tonishing, even in the reign of George 
II. that a tract, composed bv such a 
thing, was presented to the illustrious 
Caroline i nis royal consort needs 
not to be added. Fame, if I am not 
misinformed, vriU tell that wi^ plea- 
sure to all succeeding times. He has 
been informed, that your majesty's 
piety is as genuine and. eminent as 
your excellent qualities are great and 
conspicuous. This can, indeed, be 
truly known to the Great Searcher 
of hearts only. He alone, who can 
look into them, can discern if they are 
sincere, and the main intention cor- 
responds with the appearance: and 
your majesty cannot take it amiss, if 
such an author hints, that his secret 
approbation is of infinitely greater 
value than the commendation of men, 
who may be eanly mistaken, and are 
two apt to flatter their superiors. But, 
if he nas been told the truth, such a 
case as his will certainly strike your 
majesty with astonishment, and may 
vaise that commisseration in your 
royal breast, which he has in vain en- 
deavoured to excite in those of his 
friends, who, by the most unreasona- 
ble and ill-founded conceit in the 
world, have imagined that a thinking 
being could, for seven years together, 
live a stranger to its own powers, ex- 
erdses, operations, and state, and to 
what the Great God has been doing 
in it ai)d to it. If your majesty^, 1^* 
your most retired address to the iCing 
of kings, should think of so singular 
a case, you may, perhaps, make it 
your devout request, that the reign 
of your belo^ sbvereign and con- 
sort may be renowned to all posterity, 
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by the noovery of a soul now in tin 
utmost ruin ; the restoration of one 
utterly lost at j[>resent amongst men. 
And, should this case aflfect your royal 
breast, you will recommend it to the 
piety and prayers of all the truly de- 
voht who have the honour to be 
known to your majesty : many such, 
doubtless, there are, though courts 
are not usually the places where the 
devout resort, or where devotion 
reigns ; and it is not improbable that 
miutitudes of the pious throughout 
the land may take a case to heart, 
that, under your majesty's oatronage, 
conies thus recommendea. Could 
such a favour as this restoration bs 
obtained firom heaven by the prayers 
of your majesty, with what transport 
of gratitude would the recovered be- 
ing throw himself at your majesty's 
feet, and, adoring the Divine Pqwer 
and Grace, profess himself 
" Madam, 
" Your Majesty's 

" Most obliged and dutiful servant, 
"Simon Brown." 

A complication of distempers, con- 
tracted by his sedentary linj (for he 
could not be prevailed on to refresh 
himself with air and exercise)brought 
on a mortification, which put a pe- 
riod to his labours and sorrows about 
the latter end of 1732. He was, un- 
questionably, a man of uncommon 
abilities and learning. His mxnags- 
ment of Woolston showed him to 
have also vivacity and wit ; and, nol^ 
vrithstanding that stnpfge conceit 
which possessed him, it is remarkable 
that he never appeared feeble nor ab- 
surd, except wV«.tli« object of his 
frenzy was bf^'e him. 

Many c«<ious circumstances have 
been ;p«6ntioned of Dr. Watts, «- 
spec^ng the strength of in)aginatioi| ; 
bvt as it does not appear that thQ[ 
are founded on any certainty, we* 
shall entirely omit them here. 

IMPLICIT FAITH. 

The Christian religion, says Dr. 
Campbell, has always been undor- 
stooa to require fidth in its principlem^ 
aiid &ith in principles requires mob 
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decree of knowledge or apprehension 
of those principles. But the school- 
men have devised an excellent soooe- 
danenin to supply the olace of real 
belief,andthis they have denominated 
implicit faithf an ingenious method 
of reconciling things incompatible; 
to believe every thing, and to know 
nothing. Implicit faith has been 
sometimes styled Jldes earhona/ria^ 
from the story of one who, examin- 
ing an ignorant collier on his reli- 
gious prmciples, asked him what it 
was that he believed. He answered, 
*< I beheve what the church believes." 
"The other rejoined, " What, then, 
^ does the church believel" He re- 
pfied readily, " The church believes 
what I beheve." The other, desi- 
' Tous, if possible, to bring him to par- 
' ticulars, once more resumed his in- 
quiry. •♦ Tell me, then, I pray you, 
what it IS whichyou and the church 
both believe." llie only answer the 
collier could give was, " Why, truly, 
fiir, the church and I fto<AH-*believe 
the same thing." 

IttB IKFIBEL AI^ARBIED. 

The late -Samuel Forrester Ban- 
en^, Esq., accomiNUiied Mr. Isaac 
Weld, junior, in his travels through 
North America, and the two Gana- 
das ; a very interesting narrative of 
whUh is published. As they were 
travening one of the extensive lakes 
of 'the isorthefn states in a vessel, on 
board of ^hicb was Volney, celebiji- 
ted, or, rathw, notorious, for his athe- 
istical princifAea, which he has so of- 
ten avowed, a very heavy storm came 
on, insomuch that ^e vessel, which 
had struck repeatedly yi)xh great 
'force, was expected to go (^wn every 
instant ; the mast having gon^by the 
-board, the helm quite unfiovenwble, 
and, consequently, the whole sceit^ 
exhibittng confusion and 'honor. — : 
There were many female as well as 
male passengers on board, but no one 
exhibited such strong marks of fear- 
'ful despair as Volney ;'throwing^him- 
fldf on the de<^, now imploring now 
imprecaliog the captain, and reodnd- 



ing him, that he had engaged to carry 
him safe to his destination, vainly 
threatening, incase any thing should 
happen. At last, however, as the 
probability of thdir being ket in- 
creased, this neat mirror of nature, 
human or inhuman, began loading 
all the pockets of his coi^ waistcoat, 
breeches, and every place he could 
think o^ with doUars, to the amount 
of some hundreds ; and thus, as he 
thought, was neoaring to svrim far 
his hfe, should tne expected wreck 
take place. Mr. Bancroft remon- 
strated with him <m the felly nf such 
acts, saying, that he would auk .like 
a piece of lead with so great a woffht 
on him ; and, at length, as he he- 
came so very noisy and unsteady aa to 
impede the management of the slup, 
Mr. Bancroft unshed him down toe 
hatchways. Volney soon came 4q> 
min, liaving li^ffatened himself of 
the dollus, and, m the agony of Ins 
mindj threw himself upon the deck, 
exclaiming, with uplifted hands and 
streaming eyes,-—*' OA, num Dieu ! 
mon Dieu I — que^st ee que je ferai t 
que^H ce que je feran f'-^Ohf my 
God! my God! what shall I do! 
what shall I do I — This so surprised 
Bancroft, that, notwithstanding the 
moment did not very well accord 
with flashes of humour, yet he could 
not refrain from addvesung — " J7A/ 
Men/ Mima. Volney! mms atez 
dofnc un Dieu a pr^BaetU:" Well, 
Mr. Volney ! what— you have a Qod 
now! To which Volney re]^ied, 
with the most trembling anxiety, 
«OA, <mt/ cmtr—Oyes! OyesI 
The ship, however, got safe; and 
Mr. Bancroft .made every company 
which he went into, echo with this 
anecdote of Volney's acknowledg- 
ment of God. Volney,. for a consi- 
derable time, was so hurt at his weak- 
ness, as hecalb it, that ho wai< aaha- 
med of showing himself in company 
at Philadelphia, dbc., but,, afterwards^ 
like a modem Erench p^iloeapfaer, 
said, that those .words escapea him 
;in the 'ixtttant of alarm, but had^no 
nwaninff, and he again .uktedy J»- 
nottiiceatlMm. 
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TfiB INFIDEL CORRECTED. 
A YounQ geDHeman, of moderate 
cinderfltanding, btit of great vivacity, 
hy dipping into many authors of the 
modish and ireethinking turn, had 
acquired a little smattering of know- 
ledge, just enough to make an Athe- 
ist, or a freethinker, but not a philo- 
sopher, or a man of sense, with 
these accomplishments, he went into 
the country to visit his father, who 
tras a plain, rough, honest man, and 
wise, though not learned. The son, 
who took all opportunities to show 
his learning, began to establish a new 
religion in the femily, and to enlarge 
the narrowness of their country no- 
tions ; in which he succeeded so well, 
that he seduced the butler by his table 
talk, and staggered his eldest sister. 
The old gentleman began to be alarm- 
ed at the schisms that arose among 
his children,* but did not yet beHeve 
liis son's doctrine to be so pernicious 
as it really was, till one day, talking 
of his setting dog, the son said he did 
hot question but Carlo was as immor- 
tal as any one of the family ; and, in 
the heat of the arguteent, told his fe- 
ther, that, for his part, he expected 
to die like a dog. Upon which, the 
ojd man, starting up in a passion, 
cried out, '• Then, sirrah, you shall 
live like one ;" and, taking his cane 
in his hand, cudgelled him out of his 
system, and brought him to more se- 
nOus reflections, and better studies. 

" I do not," continues Sir Richard 
Steele, from whom this story is taken, 
"mention the cudgelling part of the 
story with a design to engage the se- 
cular arm in matters of this nature ; 
but certainly if it ever exerts itself in 
affairs of opinion and speculation, it 
ought to do it on such shallow and 
despicable pretenders to knowledge, 
who endeavour to give a man dark 
and uncomfortable prospects of his 
tJeitiff, and to destroy those principles 
which are the support, happiness, 
and glory, of all public societies, as 
well as of private persons." 

ORATITUDB. 

- «.T»5Wi is not any vice^" aays 



South, "against wludi manlti^ 
have raised sw^ a bud and uoivaib. 
sal outcry, as against ingratitade { a 
vice never mentioned, even by any 
heathen writer, but with peculiar de- 
testation. An ungrateful man ia a 
reproach to his creation ; an excm^ 
tion from all the visible world : ne^ 
ther the heavens aboVe, nor the eartk 
beneath, afford any thing like him ; 
and, therefore, if he woukl find his 
parallel, he must ^o 'to the region of 
darkness : for, besides himselt, there 
is nothing but hell, that is receiving, 
and never restoring. 

" Ingratitude is too base to letum 
a kindness, and too proud to regard 
it ; much like the tops of mountains^ 
bwren, indeed, but yet lofty : they 
produce nothing, they feed nobody, 
they clothe nobody, yet are high and 
stately, and look down upon ail the 
world about them. 

*' Ingratitude is generally attend- 
ed with hard-heartcdness, k want of 
compassion. Thus, Nero sent an 
assassin to murder his own mother, 
and wished that mankind had but 
one head, that he might have Uie 
pleasure of cutting it off And what 
an instance of ingratitude and cruei- 
tv have We in Tullia! Tullia waa 
daughter of Servilius Tullius, sixth, 
king of Rome ; and, having married 
Tarquiniua Superbua, ant? put him 
first upon killing her fiither, and 
then invading his throne, she came- 
through the street where the body ot 
her father lay, newly murdered, and- 
wallowing in his blood: she com- 
manded her trembling coachman to. 
drive his chariot and horses over the 
body of her king and fiither, trium- 
phantly, in the fece of all Rome,, 
who were looking upon her with aa- 
tonishmcnt and detestation.'* 

In a little work, entitled Priendl'y' 
Cautions to Officers, the following 
atrocious instance of ingratitude £ 
related. An opulent city in the west 
of England, little used to have troopa 
with tnem, had a regiment sent to be 
quartered. The principal inhabit- 
ants, and wealthiest merchants, gliid 
to show th^ hospitality and attttcli-> 
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ment to their soveieign, took the firat 
opportunity to gei acquainted with 
the officers, inviting them to their 
houses, ahd showing every civitity in 
their power. This was, truly, a de- 
sirable flituation. A merchant, ex- 
tremely easy in his drcumetanoes, 
took so prodigious a liking to one of- 
ficer in particular, that he gave him 
an apartment in his own house, and 
made him, in a manner, absolute 
master of it, the officer's friends be- 
ing always welcome to hb table. — 
The merchant was a widower, and 
had only two &LVOurite daughters: the 
officer, in so comfortable >b. station, 
cast his wanton eyeS'upon them, and, 
too. fatally succeeding, ruined them 
both. Dreadful return to the mer- 
chant's mbplaoed friendship ! 

The consequence of this ungene- 
rous action was, that all officers ever 
after were shunned as a public nui- 
sance, as a pest to society ; nor hav^ 
the inhabitants, perhaps, yet conquer- 
ed their aversion to a red coat. 

We read in Rapin's History, that 
during Monmouth's rebellion, in the 
reign of James 11. a certain person, 
knowing the humane disposition of 
one Mrs. Guunt, whose life was one 
continual exercise of beneficence, fled 
to her house, where he was concealed 
and maintained for some time. Hear- 
ing, however, of the proclamation 
which promised an indemnity and re- 
ward to those who discoveredf such as 
harboured the rebels, he betrayed his 
bene&ctress ; and such was tne spi- 
rit of justice and equity which pre- 
vailed among the ministers, that he 
was pardoned and recompensed for 
his treachery, while she was burnt 
alive for her charity. 

The following instance is also to 
be found in the same history. Hum- 
phrey Bannister and his &ther were 
both servants to, and raised by, the 
Duke of Buckingham ; who, being 
driven to abscond, by an unfortunate 
accident be&lling the army he had 
raised against the usurper, Richard 
. III., he, without footman or page, 
retired to Bannister's house, near 
Shrewsbury} as to a place where be 



had all the reawm in the World to ex- 
pect security. Bannister, however, 
ufmn the king's proclamation, iwo- 
niising 1000 pounds reward to nim 
that should apprehend the duke,, 
betrayed his master to John Mer- 
ton, tiie High Sheriff of Shropshire, 
who sent him under a strong guani 
to Salisbury, where the king then 
was ; and there, in^ the market-place, 
the duke was beheaded. But Divine 
vengeance purraed the traitor Ban- 
nister ; for, aemanding the lOOOZ. that 
was the price of his master's blood. 
King Ricoard refused to pay it, say- 
ing, "He that would be felse to so 
gcrad a master, ought not to be en- 
couraged." He iVas afterwards hang- 
ed for manslaughter ; his eldest soa 
soon ran mad, and died in a hogsty ; 
his second become deformed and 
lame ; and bis. third son was drowned 
in a small puddle of water. His eld«> 
est daughter was pregnant by one of 
his carters; and his second was seized 
with a leprosy, whereof she died. 

The following barbarous instances, 
are from ancient history. 

When Xerxes, King of Persia, 
was at Celene, a city of Phr^giaj, 
Pythius, a Lydian, who had his rer 
sidence in that city, and, next U> 
Xerxes, was the most opulent prints 
of those times, entertained him and 
his whole army with an incredible 
•magnificence, and mode him an oSst 
of all his wealth towards defraying^ 
the expenses of his expedition. — 
Xerxes, surprised and charmed at so 
generous an ofier, had the curiosity to 
mquire to what sum his riches amount- 
ed to. Pythius made answer, that, 
haviqg the design of offering them to 
his service, he had taken an exact 
account of them, and that the silver 
he had by him amounted to 2,000 ta- 
lents (about 25.5,000/. sterling,^ and 
the gold to 4,000,000 of darics (about 
1,7C«,000Z. sterling,) wantmg 7,00Q, 
All this money he offered him, telling 
him that his revenue was sufficient 
for the support of his household. 
Xerxes made him very hearty ac- 
knowledgments, and entered into a 
particular friendship with him, b^t 
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AedliiedaBoeptitijrfhteDveM&t The 
■flune psinoe, who had made mush 
MjKgtng offers to Xetxee, having de- 
flitraa fiivoiir of him wMiie time after, 
4biat oat of his five wm, Who served 
fn the annVj^he would he pleaMd to 
leAve him the eldest, in order to he a 
eomfoit to him in his old age, the 
king was so enraged at the proposal, 
though so reasonable in itselij that he 
teaused his eldest son to be killed be- 
fore the eyes of his fiither ; giving the 
latter to understand, that it was a fa- 
vour that he spared him and the rest of 
his children. Yet this is (he same 
Xerxes who is so much admired for 
his humane reflection at the head o( 
his numerous army, '*That of so 
many thousand men, in one hundred 
years' time there would not be one re- 
Aiaining ; on which account he could 
not forbear weeping at the anocf- 
tainty and instabuity of human 
things." He mifht have fbuiM) ano- 
ther subject of reflection, vrbkh would 
have more JB«tiy merited hs« tears and 
afliiction, had fie turned his thoughts 
upon himsrff, and considered the re- 
proaches he deserved for being the in- 
strument of hastening the fatal term 
to millions of people, whom his cruel 
ambition was going to sacrifice in an 
tfRJust and an unnecessary war. 

Basilius Macedo, the Emperor, ex- 
ercising himself in hunting, a sport 
he took a great delight in, a great 
stag, running ibrious^ against nim, 
fiutened one of the branches of his 
horns in the emperor's girdle, and, 
putting him from his horse, dnigged 
mm a good distance to the imminent 
danger of his life ; which a gentleman 
of ms retinue perceiving, drew his 
sword and cut the emperor's girdle 
asunder, which disengaged him from 
the beast, with little or no hurt to his 
person. But observe what reward 
ne had for his puttS : " He wa» sen- 
tenced to tose hi» head, for putting 
his sword so near the body of the em- 
fetot" and suffsied death aoeoidr 

T7i« tmgraUfut €hte8i. 
A oertahi sd^Gbr in thu MaMdb<- 
atea atmy had,, in. watx]^ instanaMi, 



dSfltinguishedhimselfhyextraoidisHaiJr 
acts of valour, and hadreceived many 
marks of Phihp's fiivoiar uid appnh- 
bation. On some occasbn he em- 
harked on board a vessel, which wa» 
wrecked by a violent storm^ and h» 
hinuelf cast on the shore helpless and 
naked, and scarody with the appear^ 
ance of life. A Macedonian, ^ms» 
lands were contiguous to the sea,canift 
opportunely to be witness of his dia* 
tress ; and, with all humane and cha- 
ritable tenderness, fiew to the relief 
of the unhappy stranger. He hoiB 
him to his house, laid mm in his own 
b^, revived, cherudied»eain&rted, and 
for forty days suj^plfed him freely witb 
all the necA^ntries and conveniencea 
which Ais languishing condition 
coul<2 require. The soldier, thus 
happily rescued from deaths was in- 
cessant in the warmest exptessssna 
of gratitude to his benefactor assured 
him of his interest with the kinr, antf 
of his power and resolution efolftain-- 
tng for him, from the royal bounty,, 
the noble returns which such extn^ 
ordinary benevolence had merited. 
He was now completely recovere^^ 
and his kind host supplied him with 
monejr to pursue hia jsmner^ lb 
some time after, ha pesent^ himself 
before the kugig ; ne recounted hbi 
misfortunes^ magnified his servfixvr 
and this inhuman wretch, who. had 
looked with an eye of envy on tfafr 
possessions of the man who had fm^ 
served his life,, vras new so aBandbned; 
to all sense of gratitude, as to request 
that the king would bestow upon Mm 
the house and lands wher& hfr fc ^^ 
been so tenderly and k&idly enteiv. 
tained. Unhappily, PhW without 
examination,, inoonsiderately an^psa^ 
cipately granted his in&mous re^ 
quest ; and this soldier, new returned 
to his ])reserver, repaid hhr goMfeeaa 
by driving him frum hb settlement 
and taking immediate possession, oT 
all the feiuts of hSa honest mMtrf^ 
I'he poo^ man, stung^ with thik hl^ 
stance of unparalleled ihgxfelit9d|>iiul 
insensihirity, boMly determltaedt |^ 
stead flf submitting to his wron^Bii^ltk 
seek^fidief s; and^ hi & kttiex aJdmnft 
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to Phitijs reproaented hiB own, and 
the goldiei's conduct, in a tivdy and 
affecting maxmer. The king was 
instantly fired with indignation : he 
oidezed that justice should be done 
without delay ; that the possessions 
should be immediately restored to the 
man whose charitable offices had been 
thus horribly nspaid : and, having 
seized the soldier, caused these wonu 
to be branded on his forehead — The 
Ungrateful Guest s — a character in- 
famous in every age, and among all 
nations ; but particularly amons the 
Greeks, who, from the earliest Umea^ 
were most scrupulously obserrant of 
the laws of hoepiwUty. 

JU8TICK AND EQUITY. 
CiTiLiANs distinguish justiMtnto 
two kinds : one they call cotniQum< 
cative ; and this establishes fair de&l- 
ing in the mutual commerce between 
man and man, and includes sincerity 
in our discourse, and integrity in our 
dealings. The eflect of sincerity 
is mutual confidence, so necessary 
among the members of the same com- 
munity ; and this mutual confidence 
is sustained and preserved by the 
integrity of our conduct Distribu- 
tive justice is that l^ which the dif- 
ferences of mankind are decided ac- 
cording to the rules of ei^uity : the 
former is the justice of pnvate indi- 
viduals; the latter, of princes and 
' magistrates." 

(Jhancellor Egerton, one morning, 
coming down stairs to go to West- 
minister Hall, observed these words 
written upon the wall before him: 
"Tanquam non reversurus," as if 
never to return, intimating how im- 
partial he ouj^ht to be ; supposed to 
nave been written there by some per- 
son who had that day an important 
cause to be tried, and feared oppres- 
sbn, . 

Sir Thomas More, when Lord 
Chancellor of EnglancL was remark- 
able for his justice, and attention to 
Jthe duties of his station. It is said, 
that the ipeanest claimant found 
leady access to him: no private af- 
fection Qould biaa bin judgment or 



influence his decree ; no opportunity 
WBBjgiven for intrifnie or interested 
solicitatian ; and, alter he had pre^ 
aided in the court of chancery for 
two yearsi such was his appUcation 
to business, that one day, culine for 
the next cause, he 'v^as told there 
was not another then depending : a 
circumstance which he immediately 
ordered to be set down on record, and 
we suppose it will be allowed an 
unique of the kind. 

lAurd Bacon, in his Essays modem 
and civil, gives the following anc)0> 
dote of Sir Thomas. A person who 
hada suit in chancery sent him two sil- 
ver flagons, not doubting of the agree- 
able'ness of the present. On recei- 
ving them, he called one of his ser- 
vants, and ordered him to fill those 
two vessela with the best wine in hia 
ci«lUiT ; aod^ turning round to the ser- 
''ant who had presented them, " Tell 
yobr master," said the inflexible ma- 
gistrate, *( that, if he approves my 
wine, I beg he would not spare it;" 
and returned the cupa. 

Lord Chief Justice Holt was one 
of the ablest and most upr^ht Judges, 
that ever presided in a court of just^. 
Such was the integrity and finhoesa 
of his mind,' that he could never be 
brought to swerve in the least from 
what he esteemed to be law and ju»^ 
tice. He was remarkably strenuoua 
in nobl^ asserting, and as rigorously 
supporting, the uberties of the sub- 
ject, to which he paid the greatest 
regard ; and would not even suffer a 
reflection, tending to depreciate them, 
to pass uncensured, or without a se- 
vere reprimand. He lost his place, 
as Recorder of London, for reiusing 
to expound the law suitably to the 
king's designs. He asserted the law 
with such mtrepidity, that he incur- 
red, by turns, the inmignation of both 
houses of parliament 

It k said of Mr. Jonas Hanway, 
that in his department of commission- 
er for victualling tl^je navy, he was 
uncommonly assiduous and attentive, 
and kept the contractors and persona 
who had dealings with the office at a 
great distance.. He would not evoa 
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aocefit of a hare^ or peaaant, or the 
AteaHest piesent, firom any of them ; 
and when any were sent him, he al- 
ways returned them ; not in a morose 
manner, aa if he affected the excessof 
disinterestedness, but with some mild 
answer $ such as, ^'Mr. Hanway re- 
turns many thanks to Mr. for 

the present he intended him, but he 
has made it a rule not to accept any 
thing from any person engaged with 
the office: a nde which he hopes 

Mr. ^'s good intentions will not 

expect him to break through." 

It is recorded of Sir Mattnew Hale, 
that, whenever he was convinced of 
the injustice of any cause, he would 
engage no &rther in it than to ex- 
plam to his client the grounds of that 
conviction. He abhorred the prac- 
tice of misrcciting evidences; quoting 
J>recedents or books fidsely or unfair- 
y, so as to deceive ignorant juries or 
inattentive judges ; and that he ad- 
hered to the same scrupulous since- 
rity in his pleadings which he observ- 
ed in the other transactions of his 
life. F(»r he used to say, " it was as 
great a dishonour as a man was capa- 
ble of, that, for a little money, he was 
to be hired to say or do otherwise 
than he thought." 

This brings to mind the saying of 
Epaminondas, who, when great pre- 
sents were sent to him, used to ob 



fioer ; and thk not bong done aooor- 
ding to law, he dismissedthe juxy and 
would not try the cause* Upon 
which the Protector was lu^hly dis- 
pleased with him, and, at his return 
nom the circuit, he told him, in an- 
^er, "that he was not fit to be a 
judge." To which all the answer he 
made was, " That it was very true.** 

Colonel Tatham, who practised 
law while in the Tennessee govern- 
ment, published, among others, the 
following rules : 

'' FHat JustUial 

" Having adopted the above motto 
as early as I had the honour of ad- 
mission to the bar, I have covenanted 
with myself that I will never know- 
ingly depart from it, and on this 
foundation I have built a few max- 
ims, which afford my reflections an 
unspeakable satisfaction. 

" 1st I will practice law, because 
it offers me opportunities of being a 
more useful member of society. 

" 2dly. 1 will not turn a deaf ear 
to any man because his purse is 
empty. 

" ^ly. I will advise no paan be- 
yond my comprehension of his cause., 

"4thly. I will bring none into law 
who my conscience tells me should 
be kept out of it. 

"5thly. 1 will never be unmind- 
ful of the cause of humanity ; and 



serve, " If the thing you dedre be this comprehends the fiitherless, wid- 
good, T will do it without any bribe, ows, and bondages. 



even because it is good : if it be not 
honest I will not do it for all the 
goods m the world.'* 

When he was once going his cir- 
cuit, he understood that the Protec- 
tor had ordered a iury to be returned 
for a trial in wnich he was more 
.than ordinarily concerned. Upon 
this information, he examined the 
sheriff about it, who knew nothing of 
it, for he said that he referred all 
things to the under sheriff; and hav- 
ing next asked the under sheriff con- 
cerning it, he found the jury had 
been returned by order from Crom- 
well: upon wmch he showed the 
statute, that all juries ought to be re- 
tamed by the sheriff or his Iwiol of- 



"6thly. I will be faithful to my 
client, but never so unfidthful to my- 
self as to become a party in his crimen 

" 7thly. I will never acknowledge 
the omnipotence of legislation, or 
consider any acts to be law beyond the 
spirit of the constitution. 

"8thly. No man's greatness shall 
elevate nim above the justice due to 
my client. 

"9thly. I will not consent to a 
compromise where I conceive a ver- 
dict essential to my client's future ns 
putation or protection : for of this he 
oannot be a complete judge. ) 

" lOthly. I wUl advijse the turbUr 
lent with candour: and, if they will 
|Q to law against, my advice,^ they 
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WQit pudon me fa ^untaeriiig it 
•gainflt them. 

** llthly. I win acknowledge efery 
nui'« rignt to manage lui own canee 
ifhepleaeea. 

*' The above are my ralee of piac- 
tioe; and though I m^ not, at thb 
eiitical jancture, promiie to finish 
mj business in person, but, if the pub- 
lic interest shoold require my remo- 
val from hence, 1 will do every thing 
in my power ibr thoee who like to 
employ me, and endeavour to leave 
them m proper hands if I should be 
abstat 

I) "William Tatham. 
:noxville, March 31, 1793.'' 



(Signed] 
"&no2 



THE INFLBZIBLB JURYMAN. 

In the trial of the fiunons William 
Penn and William Mead, at the Old 
Baily, for an unlavirful aseembly in 
the open street, in contempt of the 
king's laws, &c. we find a striking 
instance of the inflexible justice of 
the jury. After the iurv had with- 
drawn an hour and a bal{ the prison- 
ers were brought to ^he bar to hear 
their verdict: eight of them came 
down agn^, but four remained 
above, to whom they used many un- 
worthy threats, and in partkular to 
Mr. Bushel^ whom they charged 
with being the cause of tM £sagree- 
ment. At length, after withdrawing 
a second time, they agreed to bring 
them in guilty qfepeaking in Grace- 
church atreetj whkh the court would 
not accept for a verdict, but, after 
many menaces, told them they should 
be locked up, without mea^ drink, 
nre, or tobacco; nay, they shouki 
starve unless they brought m a pro- 
per verdict Wm. Penn being at 
the bar, said, " My jury ought noi ia 
be thus threatened. We were by 
Jbree of arms kept out qf our meet- 
ing-hou»e^ and met aa near itac the 
$ddier» would give us leave. We 
are a peaceable people^ and cannot 
f^fbr violence Is amy inan,**^ And, 
Idoking upon the jury, he sai^ ** You 
ore Engliakmen : mind your ftritir 
Imv • tfite not away your r^t.** 

aome of theta mm&tBA^ 




" Nor will we ever do it.** ITpoit 
this they vrere shut vtp all nighly 
without victuals or fire, nor so much 
as a chamber utensil, tiiongh desixed. 
Next morning they brought in th» 
same verdict: upon which they wero 
threatened with the utmost resent- 
ments. The mayor said, he woukC 
cut BuaheVc thnat me soon tu Kt 
could. The recorder said, " he ne^ 
er knew the benefit of an inquisitioni 
till now ; and that the next sessionM 
qf parliament a law would be made^ 
wherein thoee who would not eon* 
form ahould not have the benefU of 
the law. The court having obli^ 
the jury to withdraw again, 
were kept without meat and drii 
till next morning, when they brought 
in the prisoners not guilty ; for whieb 
they were fined forty nnrks a maii, 
and to be imprisoned tiU paid. The 
prisoners were idso remanded to Niew* 
gatCf for their fines in not pulling ofiT 
their hats. The jury, after somd^ 
time, were di8chai;^ed by habeas car>» 
pU8^ returnable m the Common 
Pleas, where their commitment was 
judged illegal. — This was a noUft 
stand for the liberty of the subject in 
very dangerous times,, when neither 
law nor equity availed any thing. 

The foUowine will give us an ideft 
of the inflextbiu^ and decision of H 
single juryman in opposition to alt 
the rest. Mr. | beii^ on a jury 
in a trial of Kfe aiid death, he was 
completely satisfied of the innocence 
of the pnsoner ; all the other eleven 
were of the opposite opinion ; but ho: 
was resolved toat a verdict of guilty 
should not be brought in. In tiha 
first phice^. he spent several hours in 
tryinff to convince them ; but found 
that ne made no impression, and 
that he vna fast exhausting the 
strength which was lo be reserved fw 
another mode of operation* . He^ 
therefore, calmly told them it should 
■ow be a trial who oouU endure con- 
finement and fiimtne the fengesL 
and that they might be mute assurea 
be would sooner die tnan rtleasa 
them at the expense of the prison* 
emlifo^ ]AtJiuiiiitu»tloQU^yi!P«Bl 
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ftbout twenty-four boon, when, at 
length, they all acceded to hbyerdict 
of acquittal. 

, LIBERALITY OF SENTIMENT. 

Kindness, Uberality of sentiment, 
eandour, charity, are expressions 
now exceedingly perverted. They 
become a sanctuary, in which the 
unprincipled, the erroneous, and the 
careless, too often take refuge. But 
let it be remembered that " tnat can- 
dour which regards all sentiments 
alike, and considers no error as de- 
structive, is no virtue. It is the off- 
spring of ignorance, of insensibility, 
and of colu indifference. The blind 
do not perceive the difference of co- 
lours; the dead never dispute ; ice, 
as it congeals, aggregates all bodies 
within its reach, however heterogene- 
ous their quality. Every virtue has 
certain bounds, and when it exceeds 
them it becomes a vice ; for the last 
step of a virtue, and the first step of a 
vice, are contiguous. But, surety, it 
is no wildness of candour that leads 
us to. give the liberty we take; that 
suffers a man to think for himself un- 
awed, aud Ihat concludes he may be 
a follower of God, though he foUows 
not with us." 

Wickliffe's bones were dug up 
forty years after he was buried, and 
thrown into the river. — But it de- 
serves to be recorded of Charles V. 
that he would not suffer Luther's 
bones to be touched, though ho was 
an avowed enemy to him. — While 
Charles' troops were quartered at 
Wirtemberg, in 1547, which was one 
year after Luther's death, a soldier 
save Luther's effigy, in the church of 
ue castle, two stabs with his dagger ; 
and the Spaniards earnestly desired 
that his tomb might be pulled down, 
and bis bones dug up and burnt : but 
the emperor wisely answered, "I 
have nothing fiuther to do with Lu- 
ther; he has henceforth another 
Judge, whose jurisdiction it is not 
lawiul for me tp usurp. Know that 
I make no war with the dead, but 
with the livins, who sdU make war 
frith Pie«" Se would not, tiwqrefore, 



sufifer his tomb to be demolished, and 
he forbade any attempt of that nsr 
ture, upon pain of death. 

Dr. H— ^ — f Bishop of W , 

had observed, among nis hearers, a 
poor man remarkably attentive, and 
made him some little presents. A^ 
ter a while, he miss^ his humble 
auditor, and, meeting him, said, 
" John, how is it that I do not see 
you in this aisle as usual?" John 
with some hesitation, replied, "My 
lord, I hope you will not be offende^ 
and I will tell you the truth. I went 
the other day to hear the Methodists^; 
and I understand their plain/ words a» 
much better, that I have attended 
them ever since." The Bishop put 
his hand into his pocket, and gave 
him a guinea, with words to this ef- 
fect ; " God bless you I and go where 
you can receive the greatest profit Ux 
your soul." 

When Archbishop Seeker was laid 
on his couch with a broken thigh^ 
and sensible of his approaching disso- 
lution, Mr. Talbot, of Reading, who 
had lived in great intimacy wiUi, and 
had received his preferment from him„ 
visited him at Lambeth. Before they 
parted, "You will pray with me, 
Talbot," said the archbishop. Mr. 
Talbot rose, and went to look for a 
prayer book. " That is not what I 
want now," said the dying prelate : 
I' kneel down by me, and pray for me 
in the way I know you are used to 
do." With whi^h command Mr. 
Talbot readily complied, and prayed 
earnestly from his heart for his dying 
friend, whom he saw no more. 

The ardibishop's conduct, which 
he observed towards the several divi- 
sions and denominations of Christians 
in this kingdom, was such as showed 
his way of thinking to be truly libe- 
ral and catholic. He was sincerely 
desirous of cultivating a good under^ 
standing with the ussenters. He 
considered them, in general, as a con- 
scientious and valuable class of men. 
With some of the most eminent of 
them,v Watts, Doddridge, Leland^ 
Chandler, Lardner, he maintained 
an intercourse of friendship or civi)i« 



am 



UttlHtOtTffi XORAL, AND 



%w. By the mott candid and cttiui- 
4cqrate part of them he was Inghly re- 
VerencM and esteemed ; and to isuch 
among them as needed hela hei^how- 
ed no less kindness and liberality 
than to those of his own oommonion. 
What an honour did the -compre- 
hension bill, for Relaxing the terms of 
conformity on behalf of the prbtestant 
'dissenters, confer on the names of £>r. 
Wilkins, afterwards Bishop of Win- 
'chester, Lord Bridgman, Sir Mat- 
thew Hale, Tillotson, and Stilling- 
fleet! The bill, however, was thrown 
out by the bishops ; and though^ af- 
terwards, the sclieme Was revived, 
and again rejected, yet in what a 
striking point of view does it exhi- 
bit to ns the liberty and candour of 
the excellent characters above nam- 
ed, as also of the king and queen, 
twho expressed their dente of a 
;Union I 



LUXtTRT. 

The Almighty is justly styled the 
Father of mercie& He opens his 
liberal hand, and is perpetually sup- 
plying the wants of his creatures. 
But now lamentable is it that his 
iavours should be abused, and that 
those blessings, which should leave 
us to admire and adore him, become, 
through our depravity, the occasion 
of rendering ourselves like beasts ! 
"Human hfe, we own^ is full of 
troubles ; and we aXe all tempted to al« 
leviate them as nuch as we can, by 
freely enjoying the pleasurable mo- 
ments Which Firovidence thinks fit to 
allow us ; and enjoy them we may : 
but if we would enjoy them safely, 
and enjoy them long, let us temper 
them with the fear of God. As soon 
as this is forgotten, the sound of the 
harp and viol is changed into the sig- 
nal of death. The serpent comes 
forth from the roses where it had lain 
in ambush, and gives the fatal sting. 
Pleasure in moderation is the corditu. 
In excess it is the bine, of life." 

Luxury, among thc^ RoUoans, pre- 
vailed to such a degree, that sevethl 
laws were inade to suppress, or at 
least limit it. The oztraTa^aiice of 



the table began about the tine of Ule 
battle ot Actium, and contaaued iit 

freat excess till the reign of Galba* 
^eacocks, cranes of Malta, nightin- 
galies, venison, wild and tame fowl, 
were considered as delicacies. A pro^ 
fusion of provisions was the reigning- 
taste. Whole wild boars were often 
served up, and sometimes they were 
filled up with various small animate, 
and birds of different kinds : this dish 
they called the Trojan horse, in allu* 
sion to the wooden horse filled with 
soldiers. Fowls, and game of all 
sorts, were served up in whole pyra" 
mids, piled up in dishes as broad at 
moderate tables. Lucullus had a par* 
ticular name for each apartment; 
and in whatever room he ordered his 
servantsto prepare the entertainment, 
they knew by the direction the eiP' 
pense to which they were to ffsa 
When he supped in the Apollo^ me 
expense was fixed at 50,000 drachmci 
that is, 1,350^ M. Antony provided 
eight boars for twelve guests. Vitel- 
lios had a large silver platter, said to 
to have cost a million of sesterced^ 
called Minerva's Buckler. In tfaja 
he blendpd together the livers of gilt 
heads, the brains of pheasants and 
peacocks, the tongues of phenicopteni^ 
and tiie milts .of lampreys. Caligula 
served up to his Quests pearls of 
great value dissolvea in vinegar ; the 
same was also done by Cl(Mius,'th» 
son of ^sop, the tragedian. Ajm* 
cius laid aside 90,OQO,000 of sestercea,. . 
besides a mighty revenue, for no other 
purpose but to be sacrificed to luxuiy i 
finding himself involved in debt, ne 
looked over his account, and though 
he had the sum of 10,000,000 of ses> 
terces still left, he poisoned hhnself^ 
for fear of being starved to death. 

The Roman laws to restrain luxu^ 
ry were Lear Orchta^ F\mnia Didia, 
lAcinia Cdme/io, and many others :: 
but all these Ivere too little ; for aa 
riehes inereased among them, to did 
sensuality. 

What wern the idead of luiturjr 
entertfllTied in Efiglaitd ttbout tvfo^ 
«%iitttrie^ agb^ mllybe gathered fhiib 
the foHo^pdUg pasBiige of HoiilL'- 
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•bed, whO| in a diacourse prefixed to 
lua History, speaking of the increase 
<if luxury, says, "Neither do I speak 
dus in reproach of any man, Grod is 
m^ judffe ; but to show that I do re- 
joice ratiier to see how God has bless- 
ed us with his good gifts, and to be- 
hold how that, in a time wherein all 
things are grown to the most exoes* 
■ive prices, we yet do find means to 
obtain and achieTe such furniture as 
heretofore was impossible. There 
•re okl men yet dwelling in the vil- 
lage where 1 remain, which have 
•noted three things to be marvellously 
altered so in England within their 
found ranembrance ; one is, the 
^nuHitude of chimnejrs lately erected, 
whereas, in their young days, there 
were not above two or three, if so 
many, in ihoet uplandish towns of the 
lealm (the rdigions houses and manor 
places of their lords always excepted, 
(•nd, penidventure, some great parson- 
ages) but each made his fire against 
a reradoes [skreen] in the hall where | 
lie dressed his meat, and where he 
dbed. The second is, the gr«it 
amendment of lodging: for, said 
Ihey, our fathers, and we ourselves, 
have lain oft upon straw pallets co- 
vered only vnth a sheet, under cover- 
lets made of a dog's waine or horhar- 
riots (to use their own terms) and a 
good log under their head instead 
^ a bolster. If it were so that the 
^ther or good man of the house had 
a loattress or flock bed, and sheets, a 
sai^ of chaiT to rest his head upori, 
he thought himself to be as well 
lodged as the lord of tiie town. So 
weu weie they contented, that pillows 
f said they) were thought meet only 
tor women m childbMl: as for ser- 
vants, if they had any sheets above 
them, it was well ; for seldom had 
they any under their bodies to keep 
them from pricking «tzaws, that ran 
oft throvffh the canvass and their har- 
dened hides. The third thing th^ 
tell of, is the ex<)hiuige of treene 
[wooden] platters into pewter, and 
wooden spoons into silver or tin ; for 
•0 common were all sorts of treene 

that a man should 



hardly find four pieces of pewter (of 
which was one, peradventure^ a salt) 
in a good fiurmer's house. Again, in 
times jpast, men were contented to 
dwell m bouses builded of sallow, vril- 
low, &c. so that the use of oak was, 
in a manner, dedicated wholly unta 
churches, religious houses, prin<^ 
palaces^ navigation, &c But now 
willow, Sue. are rejected, and nothing 
but oak any where regarded; ana, 
yet, see the change ; for when our 
houses were builded of v?illow, then 
had we oaken men ; but now, when 
our houses are come to be made of 
oak, our men are not only become 
willow, but a mat many altogether 
oi straw, wlacn is a sore alteration. 
In these, the courage of the owner 
was a sufficient defence to keep the 
house m safety ; but now the aiso- 
rance oi the timber must defend the 
men from robbing. Now have we 
many chimneys, and yet our tender- 
lings complain of rheums, ci^arrhii| 
and poses ; then had we none but re- 
redoses, and our heads did never ache. 
For as the smoke in those days was 
supposed to be a sufficient hardening 
for tne timber d the house, so it vraa 
reputed a far better medicine to keep 
the good man and his femilv fipomthe 
quacks or pOse ; wherewith, as then, 
very few wereac^uainted. Again, our 
pewterers, in time nast, employed 
the use of pewter only upon disiios 
and pots, and a few other trifles for 
service: whereas now they are grown 
into such exquisite cunning, that 
thejjT can, in a manner, imitate by in- 
fusion any form or feshion, of cup, 
dish, salt, bowl, or goblet, wbich m 
made by the goldsinith's craft, though 
they be ever so curious, and very artifi- 
cially forged. In some places beyond 
the sea, a garnish of good flat Eng- 
lish pewter (I say flat, because dishes 
mod Inters in my time l)c^an to be 
made deep and like basins, and an^ 
indeed, more convenient both for 
sauce and > keeping the meat wam) 
is esteemed so precious, as the like 
number of vessels that are made of 
fine silver." 
Particular ins^^iCie« of hunuy in 
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^bitiiig, however, ini^ht be adduced 
from fui earlier penod, surpaasing 
even the extravagance of tne Ro- 
mans. Thus, in the tenth year of 
the reignof EdwaufdIV. 1470, George 
Nevill, brother to the Earl of War- 
wick, at his instalment into the ar- 
chiepiscopal see of York, entertained 
most of the nobility and principal 
clergy, when his bill of &re was, 300 

2uarters of wheat, 350 tuns of ale, 
04 tuns of wine, a pipe of spiced 
wine, 80 &t oxen, 6 wild bulls, 1004 
wethers, 300 hogs, 300 calves, 3000 
geese, 3000 capons, 300 pigs, 100 
peacocks,.200 cranes, 300 ki<]b, 2000 
chickens, 4000 pigeons, 4000 rabbits, 
S04 bitterns, 4000 ducks, 200 phea- 
mnts, 500 partridges, 2000 wood- 
oocks, 400 pbvers, 100 curlews, 100 
fluails, 1000 esrets, 200 rees, 400 
Docks, does, and roebucks, 1506 hot 
venison pasties, 4000 cold ditto, 1000 
dishes of jelly, parted, 4000 dishes of 
jelly, phiin, 4000 cold custards, 2000 
Dot custards, 300 pikes, 300 breams, 
8 seals, 4 porpuses, 400 tarts. At 
this feast, the Earl of Warwick was 
•teward, the Earl of Bedford, trea- 
«urer, and Lord Hastinffs comptrol- 
ler, with many more noble ofBcers ; 
1000 servitors, 62 cooks, 515 menial 
ai^paritors in Uie kitchen. But such 
was the fortune of the man, that, after 
this extreme prodigality, he died in 
the most abject but unpitied poverty, 
vinctus jacuU in summa inopia. 

And as to dress, luxury in that ar- 
ticle seems to have attained a great 
height long before Holinshed's tune ; 
for, in the reign of Edward III. we 
fitid no fewer than seven sumptuary 
laws passed in one session of parlia- 
ment to restrain it It was enacted, 
that men servants of lords, as also of 
tvadesmen and artizans, shall be con- 
tent with one meal of fish or flesh 
••very day, and the other meals daily 
ahaU be o£ milk, cheese, butter, and the 
like. Neither shall they use any or- 
naments of gold, silk, or embroidery; 
nor their wives or daughters any veils 
above the price of twelve pence. Ar- 
tisans and yeomen shall not wear 
«|oth above the {Nrice of 406. the 



whole piece (the finest being about 
Gl. per piece) nor the ornaments ba- 
ibre named. Nor the women any 
veils of silk, but only those of thrcwd 
made in England. Grentlemen unckn 
the degree of knights, not having 
1002. yearly in land, shall not wear 
any cloth above 4 1-2 marks the 
whole piece. Neither shall they or 
their females use cloth of gold, suver, 
or embroidery, &c But esquifes 
having 200/. per annum or upwards 
of rent, ma v wear cloth of 5 marks 
the whole piece of cloth, and they and 
their females may also wear stuff of 
silk, silver ribbons, girdles, or furs. 
Merchants or citizen-burghers, and 
artificers or tradesmen, as well of 
London as elsewhere, who have 
^oods and chattels of the clear valoe 
of 5002. and thebr females, may wear 
as is allowed to gentlemen and 
esquires of 1002. per annum. And 
merchant citizens and burgesses^ 
worth above 10002. in goods and chat- 
tels, may (and their females) wear 
the same as gentlemen of 2002. per 
annum. Knights of 200 marks year- 
ly may wear cloth of six marks the 
piece, but no higher; but no cloth 
of ffcid, nor fyirrS with ermine : but 
all Knights and ladies having above 
400 marks yearly, up to 10002. per 
annum, may wear as they please, er^ 
mine excepted ; and they may wear 
ornaments of pearl and precious 
stones for their neads only. Cleiks 
having degrees in cathedrals, colleges, 
&c. may wear as knights and esqnues 
of the same income. Ploughmen, 
carters, shepherds, and such Izke, not 
having 40s. value in goods or chattels, 
shall wear no sort of clo(h but blan- 
kets and russet lawn of 12d. and 
shall wear girdles and belft ; and 
they shall only eat and drink suitable 
to their stations And whosoever 
useth any otber apparel than is pre- 
scribed in the above laws, shall for- 
feit, the same. 

THB minister's prater- 
book. 

The pastor of a congregati<» in 
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ApiriflB, after many yean' kbonr 
anoRg his pe^le, waa auppoead by 
aame of thein, to have declined nrach 
in hia vigour and uaeftdness ; in con- 
fl^uence of which, two gentlemen 
of the oon^pEegation watted upon him, 
and exMbited their complaints. The 
imniater received thma vnth much af- 
fection, and aMUred them, that he 
was equally sensible of his languor 
and Mttte success, and that the cause 
had given him very ^reat uneasiness. 
The gentlemen wished he wouM 
mention what he thought was the 
cause. Without hesitation, the mi- 
nister replied, ''The loss of my 
prayer-bcK>k.'* ^* Your prayer-book!" 
said one of the gentlemen, with sur- 
prise; ** I never knew you used one." 
*^¥es,'' replied the nnnister, " I have 
enjoyed the benefit of one for many 
years till lately, and I attribute my 
want of success to the loss of it. 
The prayers of mj^ people were my 
psayer-book ; and it has occasioned 
great grief to me, that the^ have laid 
It aside. Now, if you will return, 
and procure me the use of my pray- 
er-book again, I doubt not that I shall 
preach much better, and that you 

will hear more j^fitably." The 

gentlemen, conscious of their neglect, 
thanked the mimster for the reproof, 
andwbhed lum a good morning. 



THE MISTAKEN DOCTOR. 

A LAD 7 being visited with a vio- 
lent disorder, was under the necessity 
of applying for medical asautance. 
Her doctor, b«ng a gentleman of 
great latitude in his religious senti- 
ments, endeavoured, in the course of 
Itts attendance, to persuade his pa- 
tient to adopt his creed, as well as to 
take his medicines. He fire^iuently 
insiBted, with n -considerable degree 
of dogmatism, that repentonee and 
nS^brmolionwefe all that either God 
ormaneottld require of -us, and that, 
consequently, there was-noiieoesaty 
iu an atonement by ^e soffenngs of 
the-Sonof Qod. . Asthiswasadoc- 
tiine the Udydid not believe, she 
contented hemf vnth following his 
mtikal preseriptions, 'WiAlioat em* 
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bncing Ins rehgious, or rather, me- 
tigiouB creed. Dn faerrecovervj' she 
forwarded a note to the doctor, deair- 
ing the fiivonref his company to tea, 
when it suited his convenience, and 
requested bun to make out his Ull. 
In a short time, he made hu ^sit, 
and, the tea tAble being removed, she 
addressed Mm as follows : "My long 
illness has oocasbned you a nutnber 
of journeys, and, I suppose, doctor, 
you have procured my medicines at 
considerabfe expense." The dociof 
acknowledged, that "good drugs 
were not to be obtained but at a very 
high price." Upon which shorepHcdi 
"I am extremely sorry that I have 
put you to so much labour and ex- 
pense, and also pomise, that, on any 
future indisposition, I will never trou- 
ble you agtun. So you see that I 
both repent and reform^ and that is 
all you require.'* The doctor imme- 
diately, snrug^ng up Ins shoulders, 
exclaimed, "That wfll not do for 
me."-^Thev9rd» of the wwe areqB 
goads, Ecc. xii. 11. 

How many are there, like the above 
mentioned gentleman, who mistake 
on this grand point! but, as Bishop 
Poiteus justly observes, (see his Ser-' 
mons, vol. ii. p. 41,) ** From whence 
do they learn, that repentance alone 
will €>bliterate the stains of pastguilt ; 
wiU undo every thing they imve done 
amisB : will reinstate them in the &- 
vourof God; will make satisfaetien 
to his insulted justice, and secure re- 
spect and obedience to Ms authority, 
as the moral governor of the w(^d 1 
Do the scriptures teach them thivl 
No : they plainly tell us, that * with- 
out shedding of blood, there is no re- 
mission of sins.' But, perhaps, they 
collect it from the very nature of (he 
tMng itself. Consimr, then, what 
repentance is. 'It is nothing moie 
^han sonow- for what we have -done 
luniss, and a resolution not todo^it 
pigun. But can this aniiihSate what 
is pasti Most asstaedly it ^has-iM 
vam power. Our former transgrei* 
lions itUl remain uncancelled : they ' 
are rpcordedin-the books of -heaven, 
and it la not our Asture-good ^eeds 
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tan wipe them out 'We ma^ sb 
Irell affinn,' aays a learned divine, 
' that our former obedience atones for 
our present sina, aa that our present 
obe&noe makes amend for antece- 
dent transgressions.* 

" The ancient Pagans themselves 
did not entertain rach noti<»s as 
these. Wlien th^ had offended 
their godsi they thought of nothing 
hut obfaitions, expiations, lustrations, 
and animad sacnfioes. This shows 
that they believed something else as 
necessary besides their own repent- 
ance and reformation. Nay, some 
of the greatest, and wisest, and best 
among them, declared, in express 
terms^ Hhat there was wanting some 
universal method of delivering men's 
■ouls, which no sect of philosophy 
had ever yet found out.'*' . [Por- 
I*yiy.] ^_^ 

MODESTY. 
" A JUST and reasonable modesty,^* 

SfB Addison, "sets off every ereat 
ent a man may be possessed of. 
It heightens all the virtues which it 
luxK>mpanies ; like the shades in 
paintings, it raises and rounds every 
ngure, and makes the colours more 
beautUiil, though not so glaring as 
they would be without it. Modesty 
Is not only an ornament, but a guard 
to virtue. It is a kind of quick and 
delicate feeling in the soul, which 
makes her shrmk and withdraw her- 
self from every thing that has danger 
in it 

" I have read somewhere," fsajn he, 
** in the history of Grreece, that the 
Women of the country were seized 
^th an unaccountable melanchdy, 
which disposed several of them to 
teake away with themselves. The 
senate, after having tried many em- 
dients to prevent this self-murder, 
which was so frequent, among them, 
published an edict, that, if any wo- 
man whatever, should lay violent 
hands upon herself, her corpse should 
be exposed naked in the sbeet, and 
^dia£»ed about the city in the most 
pnuw manner. This edict immedi- 
«<ateiy put a stop to the practice which 



was before so commoof We mty 
see, in this instance, the strength of 
modesty which was able to overcome 
the violence of madness and despair." 

Instancesof modesty are to be foun^ 
among the wise and learned, as well 
as others. The Rev. Mr. Hooker 
was a man so bashful and modest by 
natural dispwition, that he was not 
able to outface his own pupils. 

Mr. Thomas Gouge, tnough so 
great a man, never put any value 
upon himself, or hunted for applause 
from man; and this was very obser- 
vable in him, that the charities which 
were procured chiefly by his interest 
and industry, where ne nad occasion 
to speak, or to give an account of 
them, he would rather impute it to 
any one that had but the least hand 
and part in the procuring of them, 
than assume any thing of it to him- 
self. *' Another instance of his mo- 
desty, (says Archbishop Tillotson,) 
was, that when he had quitted his 
living of St Sepulchre's, upon some 
dissatis&ction about the terms of 
conformity, he willingly forbore 
preaching, saving, 'There was no 
need of him here in Lodon, where 
there were so many worthy minis- 
ters ; and that he thought he might 
do as much, or more good, in another 
way, which could give no offence."' . 

Modesty may be thought, by some, 
a barrier to preferment ; but it is not 
always so ; for as one observes, " there 
is a call upon mankind to value and 
esteem those who set a moderate 

Srice upon their own merit ; and self- 
enial is frequently attended with 
unexpected blessings, which, in the 
end, abundantly recompense such 
losses as the modest seem to sufl^ in 
the ordinary occurrences of life." Dr. 
Sanderson was a man of great mo- 
desty, and, yet, purely by the dint of. 
merit and modesty tc^ther, he made 
his way not only to considerable pre- 
ferment in the church, but gained^he 
estimation and affection of all parties. 
Sir Matthew Hale, though a learn- 
ed, was a yeiy modest man. Soon 
aflter he was constituted Chief Baioa 
of the Ezcfaequer, he was luoightad. . 
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This is an honour usually conferred i *'under the boiling-vat." As the a£ 

upon the chief judges; but Mr. Hale ''■ " —*:— 1_ r. — ^__ -.. •_ 

ilesired to avoid it, and therefore de- 
clined, for a considerable time, all op- 
portunity of waiting on the king ; 
which the lord chanceller observing, 
he sent for him upon business one 
day, when his majesty was at his 
house, and told his majesty, " There 
was his modest chief baron :" upon 
which he was unexpectedly knighted. 



MURDERERS DISCOVERED. 

Pew murderers escape without 
meeting with the awful punishment 
due to their crimes. Many strange 
stories, indeed, have been told of this 
kind, some of which, however, it 
must be confessed, stand on too 
good authority to be rejected. The 
following is translated from a re- 
spectable publication at Basle. 

A person who worked in a brewe- 
ry quarrelled with one of his /ellow- 
workmen, and struck him in such a 
manner that he died upon the spot, 
Ko other person was witness to the 
deed. He then took the dead body, 
tind threw it into a large fire under 
the boiling-vat, where it was in a 
short time so completely consumed 
that no traces of its existence remain- 
ed. On the following day, when the 
man was missed, the miurderer ob- 
served yeiT coolly, that he had per- 
ceived his fellow-servant to have been 
intoxicated ; and that he had proba- 
bly fidlen from a bridge which he 
had to cross in his way home, and 
been drowned. For the space of 
seven years after, no one entertained 
«By susf ttdons of the real state of the 
Act. At the end of this period, the 
murderer was again emplc^ed in the 
same breweiy. He was Uieu indu- 
ced to reflect on the singularity of the 
circumstance that his crime had re- 
mained so feng concealed. ELaving 
retired one evening to rest, one of 
the other workmen who stept with 
him, ^ hearing him say in his sleep, 
'* It is now full seven years ago," 
flflked him, " What was it you did 
seven years agol"— »*I puthim," he 
fpplied, ftlll speaking mbi4 ^e^^ 



fair was not entirely forgotten, it inn 
mediately occurred to the man that 
his bed-Mow must allude to the pep< 
son who waff missing about that tune, 
and he accordingly gave informatbn 
of what he had beard to a magis- 
trate. The murderer was apprehend'* 
ed; and though at first he denied 
that he knew any thing of the mal- 
ter, a confession of his crime was at 
length obtained from him, for which 
he suffered condign punishment. 

The following event lately hap 
pened in the neignbourhood of Frank** 
fort-upon-the-Oder : — A woman,con- 
ceiving that her husbuid, who was a 
soldier in the Prussian service, had 
been killed at the battle of Jena, in 
1806, married another man. It turned 
out that her husband had been only 
wounded, and taken prisoner by the 
French. A cure was soon effected ; 
and he joined one of the Prussian n-^ 
giments which entered into the pay 
of France. After serving three 
years in Spain, he was discharged, 
returned suddenly to his native coun« 
try, and appeared greatly rejoiced to 
find his wife alive. She received him 
with every mark of iiffection, bat did 
not avow the new matrimonial coo^ 
nexion she had fonned. After par- 
taking of some refreshment, he comF« 
Slained of being quke overcome with 
itigue^ and retired to rest. She 
immediately joined wkh her new 
husband to despatch the unweloraie 
visiter in his sleep { which they ae-i 
complished by stiaiigling him, and 
put nis body into a sack. About midi 
night, in conveying it to the Oder^ 
the weiffht of tiie corpse buist the 
sack, and one of the legs hung out. 
The woman «et about sewing up the 
rent, and in her huny and oonfiisioii 
sewed in, at the same time, the skirts 
of her accomplices coat. Haviiup 
reached the bink of the river, and 
making a great efifbrt to precipitin 
his load as fhr into the stream as po«^ 
sible, he was dragged from the eleva^ 
ted gromsd he lu3 chosen into the 
river, but contrived to keep his hea4 
above w«ter kt leyeial minntesi Tin 
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womuii not conndermg how impoit- 
■Bt it waa to keep u&Bt, filled the 
air with her cries; and brought to the 
tfot several peaaantg, who, at the ha- 
aid of their own Kvea, extricated the 
Owning man from hia perilous si- 
taation, at the same time discovering 
the cause. The man and woman 
were charged with the crime, made 



a full confession, and were consigned 
to the officers of justice. 

MUSIC* 
NoTWprESTANDiNO music has 
heen prastituted to the worst of pur- 
poses, it is not, on that account, to be 
cMsidered aa evil. Wise and good 
nen have found it a most pleasant 
iblazation from the anxietr of cave, 
tho toil of business, and the labour 
of study. Pope, Swift, uid Johnson, 
iiMcleed, deemed music so trivial an 
ait^ tkat it degraded human nature, 
Mid ihej tieated its voteiiefs as fods ; 
but tfeteir ears, a» has been observed, 
weie so defective, that a totidl y blind 
penon was as well qualified to decide 
erilically on paiotingr as these |[reat 
writofs vreie with respect tomusus. 

It was Luther's cvstom to Imusex 
luBself with his lule at dinner and 
sapper: ''music," said he, "is one 
of toe feirest and most glorious gifts 
ef ^God, to which Satan w a bttter 
fliiemy; feritvemoves from the heart 
the wekkt of sorrow and the fiMCtna- 
tkm 01 e«il thoughts. Music is a 
hind and gentle tort of discipline ; it 
nfines the passions^ and impfoveathe 
nndentanduig. Haw is it," continu- 
ed he, that on profene subjects we 
liave so many fine verses and elegant 
p^emh whilst eur religions peetrv re- 
. »ains 89 hmigttid and diril 1 lliose 
who bve music are centle and ho- 
in theb tetnpera. i always loved 
/' added Luther, "and would 
naif Ibr a great matter,be without the 
little shiirwhkh I possess in this 
•ft" 

It is said that a traveller latelydis- 
eovered, in a private house at Wir- 
ts m h w r g , many sheets of arasic in the 
haHdwriftuiig of Luther, and appa- 
Itetttlycf hfeofwnoompositioD. We 



have the authority of Hemdel, to aW 
tribute to him that sublime piece of 
diurch music, known in England an 
accompanying the 100th Psaun ; and 
the same great man acknowledges, 
that he studied the compositions of 
Luther, and derived singular advan- 
tages from them. 
I oocrates, when far advanced in 



years, learned to play upon musical 
mstruments. 

The celebrated Bishop Berkely 
was so fond of it, that he always kept 
one or two exquisite performers to 
amuse his leisure hours: 

It is said of the Rev. George Her- 
bert, that his chief recreation wa» 
music ; in which art he was a most 
excellent master, and composed many 
divine hymns and anthems, which he 
set or sung to his lute or viol. It is. 
also observed, that Bishop Potter's re- 
creation was usuallv vocal music r 
in which he himself always bore a 
part. 

Dr. Cotton AOather thus writes to 
his son :" As for music, do as yott 
plettBe. If you fencv it, I do not fifr- 
bidit $ only do not, fer die sake of il^ 
atienata your time too much from 
those that are more important mat> 
ters. It may be se^ that you may 
serve your Grod the better for the re- 
freshmflnt of oae ihaX can play well- 
upon an instrument. However^ to 
accomplish yourself at regular sing- 
ings is a thingthat will be of dai^ 
use to you. For I would not have 
a day pass you without singing, but 
so as^ at the same time, to make 
a melody in your heart to the Lord^ 
besides the psjrt you may bear in ^ym- 
nis »uavi9onarUt8 eeelentej In the^ 
sweet-sounding hymnsof the church." 

Bishop Bevenoge observes, that„ 
of all recreations, ne found music to* 
be the best, and especially when he 
played himself. " U calls in my spi- 
rits," says he, "composes my thoughts, 
de^ghts my ear, recreates my niind^ 
and so not only fits me for after-busi- 
ness, but fiUs my heart atthe present 
with pure and useful thoughts." 

"Music," says Dr. Knox, "is the 
BKMit delightfiil 0ooth«r of the waariad 



ENTEATAIinNO ANBCD0TE9. 



197 



Bund. The heart dances at the 
sound of the lyre ; fresh spirits ani- 
mate the veins ; the clouds of defec- 
tion are dissipated, and the soul shines 
out once more, like the sun after a 
mist, in the blue expanse of ether." 
" I have been informed," says the 
author of Fitzosbome's letters, "that 
one of the greatest lights of the pre- 
sent age never cats down to study till 
he has raised his imagination by the 
power of music For this purpose he 
nas a band of instruments near his li- 
brary, which play till he finds himself 
elevated to a proper height; Ufxm 
which he gives a signal, and Uiey in« 
stantly cease." 

Notwithstanding all that has been 
said above in &vour of music, I can- 
not dismiss this article without ob- 
serving, that even here we may run 
into an extreme. It ai^pears to me, 
also^ to be an error in many parents, 
who bring up their children to this, 
?^le things of a niore impMtant na- 
ture are neglected. 

"Almost axiy ornamental acquire- 
ment," says Mrs. H. More, "is a 
eood thing, when it is not the beat 
thing a woman has ; and talents are 
admirable when not made to stand 
proxy for virtues. I am intimately 
acquainted (she observes) with se- 
veral ladies, who, excelling most of 
their sex in the art of music, but ex- 
celling them also in prudence and 
piety, find little leisure or temptation, 
amidst the delights and duties of a 
large and lovely fiunily, for the exer- 
cise of this charming talent : they 
regret tlut so much of their own 
youth was wasted in acquiring, sn 
art which can be turned to so little 
account in married life, and are 
now conscientiously restricting their 
daughters in the jportion of tune al- 
lotted to its acquisition." 



with tittle sport, proposed to enteitaia 

his compamons at the expense of an 

inoffensive Ctuaker, whom he had 

often veiy rudely ridiculed, and who 

was then approaobing them. Irnme* 

diately he rode up oriskly to hin^ 

saying, " Obadiah, nave you ssen the 

barer' " Why, nei^bour, hast tho« 

lost him V* said the auaker.— "Lost 

him I yes, indeed!'' "Then," m. 

ptied he, "if Iwere thehaie, I would 

run where I am sure thou oouldst 

never find me." ' * Where the d— — 

is that 7" said the blustering son of 

Nimrod. "Why, neighboort'* aOf^ 

swered the other, " I would mn inUk 

thy study.** 



TH^ NEGLIGENT MINISTER 
REPROVED. 

A CERTAIN, minister, who Was 
more busied in the pleasures of the 
chace than in superintending the 
soul« of ^ floch, one d^^, m^^ 



THE NEGRO PREACHER; 

An Affecting Narrative. 

In the Island of St Thomas^ in 

the West Indiei^ there was a inBgto^ 

named Cornelius : he was enfighten^ 

ed about fiffy years a0^ and sooon be<^ 

Sn to preach to his countnrmeiu 
e was blessed with considerable tai« 
lents, and was able to speak and write 
the Creole, Dutch, DaiushjOerman. 
and Engliish languages. Till 1767 
he was a slave. He first purehased 
the freedom of his wife, and then la« 
boured hard to gain his own liberty i 
which, at last^ he effected, after much 
entreaty, and the payment of a'ooiH 
siderable sum. By degrees he waa 
also enabled to purchase the emaneih 
pation of liis six children. He teamed 
the business of a mason so well, thaJt 
be was appointed master maaon to 
the royal buildings, and had the ho> 
nour to lay the foundation stone of 
six Christian chapels for the use of 
the Moravian brethren. His gifts 
for preaching were good, and ra>- 
markably acceptable, not only to the 
negroes, but to many of the whites;^ 
He spent even whole nights in visit* 
ing the different plantations^ yet was 
by no means punM up, but ever're* 
tained the character of an humUo 
servant of Christ When death ap> 
proached (which was in Novembo^ 
1701) he sent for his fiimily. Hu 
children and grand-children assetav 
bl^ round the bed of the sick |NureDt | 
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he gtminioned up att hb itRiigCh, nt 
up in the bed, uncovered hk Teiiera- 
hie head, adorned with locks as white 
•B snow, and addressed them thus : 

" I rejoice exceedingly, my dearly 
beloved childfen, to see you 



my joy will he complete, when I shall 
onoe see you again in eternal bliss^ 
and be able to say to our Saviour, 
Hece^ Lord, is thy poor unworthy 
Cornelius, and the children thou 

^ hast given me. I am sure our Sa- 

moie together before my departure ; | viour will not forsake you ; but I be- 
Ibr I believe that my Lord and Sa- \ seech you, do not foraake lum." 



irlMir will soon come, and take your 
ftther home to himseK You know, 
tty dear childfen, what my chief con- 
eem has been respecting you, as long 
as I was with you ; how fiequently 
I have exhorted you, with team, net 
ti» neglect the day of grace, but wait- 
tender yourselves, with soul and body, 
to your Grod and Redeemer ; to lol« 
low him fiiithfuliy. Sometimes I 
have dMit strfetly with you in mat- 
ters winch i believed would bring 
harm to your souls, and grieve the 
S^pnit of God ; and I have exerted 
my natemal authority; to prevent 
nrndoief; but it was ali done out of 
love to yun. However, it may haye 
Imppenedthat I have been sometimes 
too severe : if thb has been the ease^ , 
I beg you, my dear chfldren, to for> 
give me. O, forgive your poor dying 

Here he was obliged to stop) most 
oftiie«hildien vraepingand sobbing 
aloud. At last one of the daughters, 
fseoveiing herself, said, " We, d^r 
lather, we alone have cause to aA. 
Ibrgiveness ; for we have often male 
Tonr life heavy, and have been dbo- 
hedient children." The reet joined 
in the same eenfessien. The l^her 
^n conduaed: '^Wefl, my dear 
childfen, if you aU have fewiven me, 
then attend to my last wl£ and d v- 
ing request. Love one another : de 
not suffer aqy quaireb and disputes 
to rise amonff you altor my <deoeeae. 
V<s my chikhen," raiiinff his veicci, 
** tove one another cordiaUy J let«acb 
atrive to sbMr |irasfo ef love to 
IdiBtffether or sister: aoa^saflfer^ou1^ 
selves to be tomstod by any thiqg to 
become proud, ror by lihat you may 
even miss of your souls' salvution; 
but pra3r our Saviour to grant you 
lovely nunds and humble beasts. If 
yon follow this advice 4if TOUT fother 



His two sons and four daughters 
«e employed as assistants in the mis- 
sion. By them, he lived to see twelve 
grmsd-cmldren and five great grand- 
childTen ; being about ^hty-four 
jrears okl. He was attended to the 
grave by a very laT|[e company of ne- 
gro brethren and sisters, who, being 
all dressed in white, walked in so- 
lemn procession to ^ burial ground 
at New Hernhut. 

What Christian can peruse thia 
afiectinc narrative without blesidne 
Grod, who to our sable brethren hath 
vottdisafod this abundant mce £ 
and who can refrain from bfessing 
Ged, who excited the Moravian 
Church to these labours of love, and 
who hath so wonderfully succeeded 
thehr apostolic efforts I Who that has 
tasted the Lord is gracious will refuse 
the aid of his heiurt, his hand, hia 
purse, in promoting misoonary exer- 
tionib >o honoured of our God and 
Saviour I 



THE PIOUS NEGAOfiS. 
" In ene of my excursions," says- 
one, "while 1 was in the pxovinoe of 
New York, I was walking by myself 
over a oensiderable plantation, amua* 
«d with its husbanory, and compare 
ioff it with that of my own «ouiUry, 
tw I eame within a lutle distance of 
a middle-eeed negro, who was tilling 
the ground. I felt a strong inclina^ 
tioQ, unusual with me, to converse 
with him. After asking him some 
little questicms about lua work, whicK 
he answered very sensibly, I wished 
him to tell me whether his state of 
slavery wbb not disagreeaUe to him, 
and whether he weura not gladly ex«^ 
ohanse it for his liberty. "Massah,'** 
said he (looking seriously upon me} 
" I have wife and children ; my mas- 
8ahtake»cai(e«Cthem and I h»v^ nA 
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can to provide any thing. I have 
a good maasah, who teach me to lead ; 
and I. lead good hook, that makes me 
hapDy."-r-"I am glad," replied I, 
" to near you say so $ and, pray, what 
is the good book you read T* " The 
Bible, massah ; God's own good book." 
— " Do you understand, friend, as 
wen as read this book 1 for many can 
read the words wdl who cannot get 
hold of the true and good sense.'' 
" O massah," says he, " I read the 
book much before I understand ; but 
at last I felt pain in my heart: I 



North America. One da^, whilst al 
dinner, she observed to him that tha 
negfo servant who waited, appeared 
almost too old and infirm for service. 
He replied, notwithstanding his pre- 
sent appearance, it was not mor& 
than two years since he had purcfaa^- 
ed him from on board a ship ; and at 
that time he did not appear mor& 
than thirty years of age, strongs 
healthy, and active ; so much ko, that 
he intended be should have worked 



in the field, but was under the neces- 

_ __ _ , sity of chan^ng his intention, from 

found thinjKs in the book tnat cut me his great &Uing-off in strength, witb- 

to pieces.' —" Ay !" said I, '* and put any apparent reason, not having 



what thinffs were they?" "Why, 
massah, I found that I tiad bad heart, 
massah ; a very bad heart indeed I I 
felt pain, that God would destroy me 
because I was wicked, and done no*- 
thing a^ I should do. God was holy, 
and 1 was very vile and naughty ; so 
I could have nothing from nim but 
fire and brimstone in heU." In short, 
he entered into a full account af his 
convictions of an, which were, in- 
deed, as deep and piercing as any^ I 
had ever heard of; and what scrip- 
tures came to his mind which he 
had read, that both probed him to the 
bottom of his sinfiil hesurt, and were 
made the means of light and comfort 
to his souL I then mquired of him 
what ministry or means he made use 
o^ and found that his master was a 
Gtuaker, a plain sort of man, who had 
taught his slaves to read, but who 
had not, however, conversed with this 
negro upon the state of his soul. I 
asked him, also, how begot comfort 
under all this trial "O, massah," 
says he, "it was Christ gave me 
comfort by his dear word. He bade 
me come unto him, and he would 
give me rest ; for 1 was very weary 
and heavy laden." And nere lie 
went through a line of the most pre- 
cious texts m the Bible ; showing me 
by his ailless comment upon them as 
he went along, what great things 
Qod had done,^in the course «f some 
years, for his soul. 

Some years since, a lady was on a 
lii^ to Mr. D 1 of Tienton, in 



a day's illness to his knowledge, but 
that he had observed he had beenex* 
ceedinglj dejected till within a few 
month8,m which he had been remark- 
ably cheerful and happy. He t(^d her 
also that he had been of great use Uk 
him in breaking him of the habit of 
swearing. ^ His method was to standi 
opposite his master, whilst wuting at 
table ; and every time he took his 
Maker'* name in Taii^ the negro 
made a most profound bow, with 
great solemnity. His master asking 
aim why he 4&i so 1 he told hun M 
never heard that great Name men,* 
tioned without his whole soul being 
filled with the grmtetft awe. — ^^On^ 
day the lady was passing through 
the kitchen, and seeing none but hini» 
she said, " What, oUTman, are theie 
none but you here !" " Yes, Missa,'' 
said he, "there are a great many 
here besides me ; but you cannot see 
them : they are angels !" He was 
so remarkably humble, that he wouki 
eat nothing but what he met in the 
plates, afi^ the rest of the fomily 
had dined : and he removed his bed 
into the dog kenncfl, saying it was 
good enough for him to sleep ixL 
Since the tune he grew more ciheer* 
fttl, he was always singing (both the 
tunes and son ^s were of bis own 
making j) and his chorus was always 
the same, vfhkk was tliis, "I shall 
be white, and } shall be happy !'* 

A merchant in Jamaica, of the !!•« 
brew nation, had three negroes, verjr 
bad charaelei^ who frequently goi 
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dnink and robbed him. Obsemiiff a 
aodden change in their oondcict, De 
Inquired into the cause. One of the 
poor fellows repliedi "Maasa, Qod 
Aknighty in a top!'' He was an- 
swered, '*Was not Qod Almighty 
in a top (that is above) when jou got 
drank and robbed me I** "Yes, Ikfis- 
sa," he replied; *'bat we no tavy 
then,'' (aavy is to know,) He then 
asked them how they came to know. 
They answered, "Massa, we have 
been gona chapel, and preacher tell 
me so; and now we Iraid to £et 
dnmk and rob like fore time. (M 
will see, and he will be anffry. Him 
see, him savy eveiy thing." 

The Jewidi master was well pleas- 
ed widi the ^ood efiect oiihe Chris- 
tian instructions ; and recommended 
it to them to continue to go to chapel 
whenever there was preaching, and 
he would take care to pay the ex- 
pense, as they had so much profited 
by what they had heard. 

THE INTREPID NOlfOONPORMIST. 
Mr. Hicks, who^ at the restora- 
tion of Charles II. was ejected from 
from his living of Saltash,.in Corn- 
wall, was remarkable for his coura^, 
fiuth, and intrepidity. One asking 
him, about that time, what he would 
do if he did not conform, having a 
fiunily likely to be growing, his an- 
swer was, *' Should I have as many 
children as that hen has chickens 
(pointing to one that had a good 
number of them,) I should not ques- 
tion but God would provide for them 
a]l."---He removed to Kinffsbridge, 
in this county, where he had a meet- 
ing, and took all opportunities that 
oaeted for preaching ; but, for many 
years together, he met with a great 
deal of trouble, and was hanuned by 
the bishop's court, so as to be obliged 
tahide hmiself ; but his great spirit 
earned him through all with cLeer- 
frUness. An apparitor being once 
sent to him with a citation, was ad- 
vised beforehand, by some that knew 
him, to take heed how he meddled 
with Mr. Hicks, for he was a stout 
umgki be came, however^ to bis house, 



and asked for him. Mr. Hickr^ 
cominff down with his cane in his 
hand, looked briskly upon him. The 
man told him that he came to inquire 
for one Mr. Hicks, gentleman. He 
replied, " I am John Hicks, minister 
orthe gospel." The apparitor trem- 
bled, and seemed glaa to get firom 
him ; and Mr. H. never heard more 
of him. In the year 1671 he pub- 
lished a pamphlet, entitled, A sad 
Narrative of the Oppresnon of many 
honest People in Devon^ <fv. ; in 
I which he named the informers, justi- 
ces, and others, who were guilty of 
illegal proceedings, and partlcimriy 
Judge Rainsford. Though his name 
was not to the book, he was soon dis* 
covered to be the author, and two 
messengers were sent down to appre- 
hend lum, and bring him up to court. 
It happened, that upon the road, Mr. 
H. fell into the company of these 
very messengers,^ not having, at firsf^ 
the least suspicion of them. He 
travelled the best part of a morning, 
and at last dinea with them; and 
they talked with great freedom against 
one Mr. Hicks, as an ill man, and a 
great enemy to government. He 
bore with all their scurrilous lan- 
guage till dinner was over, and then, 
going to the stable to his horse (of 
whi(% he was always tender,) ne 
there gave them to understand that 
he was the person whom they had so 
much vilified; and, to teach them 
better how to govern their tonguesu 
took his cane, and corrected them till 
they begged his pardon : upon which 
he immediately took his horse, and 
rode to London. By the means of 
one whom he well knew (who was 
then a favourite at court,^ ne got to 
be introduced to the king s presence. 
The king told him that he had abus- 
ed his ministers and the Justices of 
the peace. He replied, *' Oppression^ 
may it please your Majesty, makes a 
wise man mad. The justices, beyond 
all law, have very much wronged your 
majesty's loyal subjects, the Noncon- 
formists in the west." He instanc^ 
in several particulars, and spoke witl^ 
such presence of mwd and ingenuityi 
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^y^ ^ if k |]ie inag. luMutd him with par 
tiuice,. MMmea afifiKtod,, and peomiaed 
tluitthey should haw no auch oauae 
of complaint fi» the futura. Soon 
after thifl» the Diaaanteia had aeiuB &- 
shown them; and Mr. H. 



ywa 



thereupon, came up witfai an address 
fi»m a considerabte number of genr 
tlemen and others in tha west, and 
presented H. The king xeoeived it 
veiT giaciously, and asked him if he 
had not been as good as his word. 
An indulgence waa granted, and li- 
berty to build places of woship; and, 
by hia majesty's fiivour, Mr. H. got 
badiL a third part of what tha DIssmk- 
teiB in those parts had paid inoa the 
conventicle act. 



IMFLUENGE OF THB PABSKMIfl. 

The powerini iniuence of Ae 
passions and aflbctions upon the 
human frame is astonishing. How 
many instances are there upon record 
of sudden death having been occa- 
ttoned by the hasty communication 
of joyful tidings! "Like a stroke 
of electricity,*' says Dr. Cpean, " in- 
discreetly directed, the viment per- 
cussion nas probably produced a pa- 
ralyffls of the heart, by the ezceasef 
its stimulus." 

Pliny informs us that Chilo^ the 
Lacedemonian, died upon hearing 
that his son had gained aprixe in Uie 
Olympic games. 

Valerius Mazimus tells us that| 
Sophocles, in a contest of honour, 
died in consequence of a decision 
being pronounced in his fiiyour. 

Aulus GtoUius mentions a remark- 
able instance of the effect of accu- 
mulated joy. Diagora had three 
sons, who were all crowned on the 
same day as victors; the one as a 
pugilist, the other as a wrestler, and 
the third in both capacities. The 
sons carried their mther on their 
ahoulders through an incredible 
number of spectators, who threw 
ilowers by handfub on him, and 
applauded his glory and good for- 
time. But, in the midst of att the 



oonmtnlationa of the nopulaoe^ he 
diea in 1^ ansa andembncea of bis 
sons. 

I4vy alsocmantionaan instance of 
anaged matron, who, while she was 
in £e dep^ of distress, from thp 
tidings of W son's having been slain 
in battb, died in his arms, in the 
excess of joy, upon his safe return. 

The Itfliiaa historian, Guicciardini, 
tells us, that heo X. died of a fSsver, 
occasioned by the a^ritation of his 
spirits on his receiving the joyful 
news of the capture of Milan, con- 
cerning whicJik be had, entertained 
much anxiety. 

It ia said of a nobleman in the 
leign of Heniy the Eiffhth, that 
when a paidon was sent nirn a few 
hours before the time which waa 
fixed fbi ]m MLecution, thai, not 
expecting it, it so transported him, 
that be &d fbr ji^. 

What an effect has grief also pro- 
duced on the body I Exeessive sot- 
row has been tlie cause of sudden 
death, of confirmed melancholy, loss 
of memory, imbecility of mind; of' 
nervous ievers, of hypochon^nac 
complaints, and the loss of appetite. 
Plautius, looking on his dead wife, 
threw himself upon her dead body, 
and presently died. 

"I knew a woman," says one^ 
"whot upon only hearing of the 
death of one of her friends, shrieked 
out, and immediately fell down, and 
died." 

The Duchess of Burgundy, a 
princess of the House of Savoy, 
(wife toithe grandson of Lewis XI v.) 
one day said to her husband, ** Aa 
tbuB hour of my dissolution is now 
drawing near, and I know you will 
not be able to live without a wift, I 
should be ^lad to know whom it ia 
your intention to marry.*' " I hope," 
said the duke, "that God will never 
inflict so severe a punishment on me, 
as to de^ve me of you ; but, should 
I experience such a misfortune, I 
should not, most certainly, think of 
taking a second vrife, since, beinc 
unabb to support your death, I 
should follow y<m in less than a 
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week." The duke died of grief on 
the seventh day after the decease of 
the duchess. 

Other passions also have a won- 
derful effect upon the hody. " Thus 
/ear is peculiarly dangerous in every 
species of contagion. It has instan- 
taneously changed the complexion of 
wounds, and rendered them fatal. 
It has occasioned gangrenes, indu- 
ration of the glands, and epUepsies. 
Ithaa producraa permanent stupor 
on the brain, and the first horrors of 
the imagination have, in some cases, 
made too deep an impression to be 
effiu^ed by the most favourable change 
of circumstances. Thus anger has 
produced inflanmiatory and bilious 
nvers, hsmorrhages, apc^lexies, in- 
flammatbn of tte brain, and mania. 
Thus terror has caused attacks of 
Mtalepsies, epilepsies, and other 
spasmodic disorders. Thus love has 
excited inflammatory fevers^ hyster- 
ics, hectics, and the rage of madness. 



— It might be mentioned here, how* 
ever, the good effects whidi some- 
times have been produced by the 
passions. Thus hope enlivens and 
mvigorates both mind and body; it 
diffuses a temperate vivacity over the 
system, directing a due degree of 
energy to every part. Joy has been 
a potent remedy in some diseases ; 
and what has been said of hope is 
applicable to joy under its more mo- 
derate influence. Love has cured 
intermittents, and fortified the body 
against dangers, difficulties, and 
hardships, that appeared superior to 
human force. Thus, even anger^ we 
are told, has cured agues, restored 
speech to the dumb, and for several 
days arrested the cold hand of death. 
Fear has been known to relieve ex- 
cruciating fits of the gout, to have 
rendered maniacs calm and compos- 
ed ; and the effects of fear in afrord- 
ing temporarv relief in the tooth-ache 
are universally known.^' 
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liATIBNOfi« 

<<No HAN, ia an^oomditioaof life» 
MB paw UftdajTS with tolerable com- 
fort, wiiboiit |Mitieiiee. It m of uni- 
ynml lue. Wkhoat it, proepeii^ 
wiU faeeovturaBUv diflturbed, and ai- 
vsfrity wiU be douded wkh double 
darkiMw. He who fa without pa- 
tienee, wUl be noeai^ and trouUe- 
aome to aU with whom he fa connect^ 
edi and will be more troublesome to 
hioBelfthaiitoaayothe?. The loud 
complaint, the (^ueruiqiui lemper, and 
fietnil q»rit|^ diapaee every etknfi- 
far : we wei&en thereby tlie aympa- 
thy of others, and estrange then» mm 
the offices of kindness and comfort. 
But to mnintaiB a steady and unbro- 
toi mind, amidst all me shocks of 
adveraitjr, forms thi» highest honour 
of man. ^JSictfans, sii^ported by 
patienoB, and surmounted by foiti- 
lude^ give the last finishing stroke to 
the heroic a^d^the virtuous chamcter. 
Thus the yale of tears becomes the 
theatre of human glory i thmH dark 
doud presents the soene for all the 
beauti^ in the bow of virtue to ap- 
pear. Moral grandeur, like the sun, 
l» brighter in the day of the storm, 
and never fa so truly suUime as when 
struggling through the darlmess <tf 
an^ecfipse." 

Pericles was of so patient a iprit, 
thai he was hardly ever troubled' with 
any thing that crossed him. There 
was a man who did ndbing all the 
day^ but rail at: him intbemarket- 
^ae& befoifr ail the ppopte^ notwith- 
atanoing Periclet was a magfatrate. 
Eerfalesi however^ ^ took- no idAw of 
iti > btt^ . deep»tfthiBg> sundry: casee of 
iV4N)ffteB66< tiU.jy|^t cam^ he went 
Ik^iie with a sober paook The man 
foUww4 to^ail w» W9t Muniog; 



him as he went. PeMe$, when ht 
came home, it bein^ dark, called hit 
man, and desired lum to get .« Umt^ 
and light the fellow home. 

Bishop Cowper's wife^ ft fa aaid^ 
was much afnid that lihe bfaho|^ 
would prejudfae hfa heaHh hf ovos 
much stuidy. When he was compK 
Knff hfa fomons dictionary, one day,, 
in hfa absence, she got into hfa stud/i, 
and took all the notes he had been 
for dght years gathering, and burned 
themi whereof, when she had 90§. 
quainted him, he only savL <^^ Wo^ 
man,, thou hast put me to ei|plyeait 
study morej' 

Such has been the patience of th» 
Sainte, that it has stnick their verv 
enemiea with surprise. Thusi BU 
shop Bonner gave the following testis 
mony to Cuthbert Sympsors m« 
tience, " I say unto vou^ that if ue 
were not an heretic, he is a man of 
the greatest patience that ever came 
before me.— -<-He has been thrice 
raeked in one day in the Towei^ ftOd 
in iny house he liasfolt sonMrsonow t 
yet I never saw hfa pafetence broken.*' 

Mr. Rivet, a learned and pous di-^ 
vine, was an instance of extraevdilift^ 
ry patfance, under .ezcrutiating pahn^ 
wmch he bore for many daya. "You 
see," siiys he^ ''throiurh the onee a(. 
Gkid, I amnot tired : Iwait, Ibelieve^ 
I persevere. Patience fa much bet^ 
ter than knowledge. I am no mora 
vexed with earthly cares 1 1 bftve now 
no desire but after heavenly thiagi^ 
I have learnt more divinity in thesob 
ten days, than in, fifty years before^ 
Thfa body fa feeble^ but the spirit kk 
stiooc and enriehed.<^Far be it ftoni: 
me that I should munWK. How^ 
smcl^aie these pains in wmpamoik 
of thatgnccb ^hvough which I bear^ 



8 



BILIGIOVS, MORAI,, AND 



wilii a quiet mind, wluilioevsr it 
nlsttHth Godtoky nponniel Tlie 
pody, indeed, laffen, imt tlie god ie 
MBubfled, and filled abnnduithr.'* 
'. Gnat wai the patienoe of Mr. 
Goofe^ under the vinting hand of 
God, eipediJIy in hie old age, when 
toilefing painnil maladiee; though, 
by reaeon of the bittemeM of bis 
pains by the stoi^ be has been heard 
to groan, yet never to complain. He 
was never heard to call himself ^rvat 
«tt^l»vr, hot great sinner. He would 
often say) " Soul, be silent } soul be 
patient : it is thy God and Father 
that thus ovderetb iby estate. Thou 
alt his clay; he may tread and tram- 
«le*«ii thee as it pleaseth him : thou 
nast deserved much more} it is 
enough that thou art kept out of helL 
Though thy pain be gnevous, yet it 
ii tolerable: thy Gtod aflords some 
intermissions ; be wiH turn it to thy 
good, and, at length, put an end to 
•IL None of these can be expected 
in hell.'' In the greatest agonies, he 
wou^ s^y, " Well, yet in all these, 
there is nothing of hell, or God's 
wrath." 

See articles Constancyi Foibear- 
•ncej and Submission. 

THE SUCCESSFUL FSACI5- 
MAERRS. 

Whbn Mr. Welch accepted of the 
call to Ayr, he found the wickedness 
of the country, and their hatred to 
religion so great, that no one would 
let him a bouse, till Mr. Jolm Stew- 
art, an eminent Christian, and some 
time provost of Ayr, accommodated 
him with an apartment in his bouse^ 
and was to him a very able friend. 
Mr. Welch fint addressed himself to 
the arduous task of heating their di- 
visionB, unitiDg their fiictious parties, 
and putting an end to their daily bat- 
tles, which were so desperate, that no 
one could walk in the sknet at day- 
time, without the most imminent 
danger of bang wounded. Hb me- 
thod was this: after he had put an 
hehnet on his head, he would go be- 
tween the psrtiea of "* "'* 



already ooveied with tiood; but h* 
never took a sword, which convinced 
them that he came not to fis ht, but 
to make peace. When lie had 
faKNight them, by little and tittle, to 
hear him speak, and to listen to his 
arguments agunst such brutish pio- 
ceeding|8, he would order a table to be 
sinead m the street, and. beginning 
with prayer, persuaded them to pro- 
fess themselves friends, and to sit 
down, and to eat and drink together ; 
which, when done, he weon finish 
this labour of love with singing a 
psalm. Thae^ bydegrees^^labo^ig 
among them m word and doctrine, 
(for Im preached everyday,) and sel- 
ting them a good' example, he brought 
them to be a peaceable and happy 
people ; and he grew, at length, m 
such esteem among them, that tney 
made him their counsellor, to settiie 
all their diflerenoes and misunder^ 
standings, and would take no step of 
importance in dvil aflfairs^ vnthout his 
advice. 

The fiunous Mr. Eltiot, of New 
England, was a great enemy to all 
contention, and would ring a loud 
ourfew bell wherever he saw the fiiea 
of animosity. When be heard any 
ministers coinplain, that such and 
such in their nocks wero too difficult 
fi>r them, the strain of his answer 
stOl was, "Brother^ coimMMS them; 
and learn the meaning oithese three 
tittle words, bear, fbrMar, ibigive.'* 
When there was laid before an as- 
sembly of ministers a bundle of pa- 
pers, containing matters of difference 
between some people, which he would 
rather unite^ with an amnesty upon 
all thdr former quarrels, he, with 
some imitation of Constantine, hastb' 
ly threw the papers into the fire, be- 
fore them all, and, with great zeal, 
said, " Brethren, wonder not atwhat 
I have done : I did it on my kneei^ 
this moning, before I came amon^^ 
you." 

When Mr. Fletcher was at Tve- 
veoka, two of the students wen hii> 
terly prejudiced agunst each others 
He took them into a room by them* 
fdvei^ ntsoned wi& thenii weptovvr 



aimniiNiHa ambodotbs. 
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them, and, at kat, provailed* Their 
hearts were broken ; they vrere melt- 
ed down { they fell upon each other's 
necks, uul wept aloud. 

*< Blessed are the peaoe-maken, 
for they shall be called the children of 
God." These are valuable, honour- 
able, and useful members of society. 
While others go about as incendia- 
fies, to destroy the happiness and 
peace of mankind, by blowing up the 
nres of discord and contention, these, 
on the contrary, find the greatest 
pleasure in being the instruments of 
allaying animosities^ quenching the 
fiames of malignity, and promoting 
unity and concord among men. — 
Hiappy characters i Prosperity be 
with you ; and may your numbers be 
increased, and the God of peace ho- 
nour you, at last, with a crown of 
flory, and hold you up to an assem- 
led world, as those who have greatly 
contributed to the happiness of the 
human race ! 

PERSECUTION OVERBULED. 
The ardent zeal of the fiimous Mr. 
Bradbury, formerly minister of the 
-church in New Court, Carey-street, 
ezpotted him to the hatred of the Pa- 
pists, who employed a person to take 
8way his life. To make himself fully 
acquunted with Bradbury's person, 
the man frequently attended at plases 
•of worship where ne preached, placed 
Jiimself in the front of the gallery, 
with his countenance fixed on the 
preacher. It waa scarcely possible, 
in such circumstances, wholly to 
Avoid listening to what was said. — 
Mr. B.'s forcible manner of present- 
ing divine truth to view, awakened 
ihe man's attention, entered his un- 
derstanding, and became the means 
of changing his heart He came to 
the preacher with trembling and bon- 
fusion, told his affecting tale, gave 
evidence of his conyersion, becaune a 
member of the church, and was, to 
the, hour of his death, an ornament to 
4he gospel whidihe professed. 

THE PIOUS LABOURER. 

A osNTUSMAN ofyvTj oon«ideiab]e 



fortune, hut a ttranj^ to either ]^- 
sonal or femily religion, one evening 
took s solitary walk through part S 
his grounds. He happened to come 
near to a mean hut, where a poor^ 
man lived with a numeiDus fiuDihr, 
who earned their bread by daily un- 
born. He heard a voice pretty loud 
and continued. Not knowing what 
it was, curiosity prompted him to lis- - 
ten. The man, who was pbusljp' 
disposed, happened to be at prayer 
with his fiunuy. So soon as he could 
distinguish the words, he heard him 

S'ving thanks with great afiection to> 
od for the goodness of his provi- 
dence, in giving them food to cat, and 
raiment to put on, and in supplying 
them with what was necessary and 
comfortable in the present life. He 
was immediately struck with asto- 
nishment and confusion, and said to' 
himself "Does this poor man, who 
has nothing but the meanest fere, 
and that purchased knr severe labour, 
give thanks to Grod for his goodnesa 
to himself and femily ; ana I, wh<K 
enjoy ease and honour, and eveiy 
thing that is pleasant and desirable, 
have hardly ever bent my knee ot^ 
made any acknowledgment to n^ 
Maker and Preserver.r 

It pleased God that this providen- 
tial occurrence proved the means of 
bringing him to a real and lasting 
sense of religion. 



THE PIOUS PHILOSOPHERS^. 

Mr. Robert Hooke, the ms^e-^ 
matician and philosopher, seldom 're- 
ceived any remarkable benefit in life^ 
or made any considQiable discovery 
in nature^ or invented any useful con- 
trivance, or found out any difficult 
problem, without setting down his ac- 
knowledgment to God. — How amia- 
ble is Philosophy when she wa&s by 
the side of her eldest sister, Beligion | 

Abraham Mdvie was bom at Vih 
tri, in Champagne, A. D. 1667. At 
the revocation of the Edkst of Nantes^ 
he determined to flee into England, 
rather than abandon the religion of 
his fetheia. Beforp h^ left Fxvoot^ 
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hk ditpleMon. A ontam monk of 

8t Anthony one day aaMmbled hia 
congieg a tiop under a trae where a 
maffpie had built her neitii into which, 
he had found means to convey a smaO. 
box filled with gunpowder, and out 
of Ihe box hung a kmg thin nuteh 
that waa to bum slowly, and was hid- 
den among the lea'vea of the treea. 
-lo yav him a Vomj^lffliaBt, (y obarav- As soon as the monk or his assistant 



-he had begun the smit eiini 

i4ias, and he perfected •hiias^lf in that 

taciencein London. His aueaMS in 

vaoeh studies pvBSUied hhn a matin 

V 4he Royal Seidetyin London, and in 

* ;lhe AoaMoKfoiBaiBacM at Pmia. 

He oould nevar endure any boUas- 

aertiMia ar hudesentwilticinBs against 

laligion. A peison ene^day' tliMight 



inff that tiaathematiraans were attach 
ad to noreligion. He answered, " I 
>ahowyoi], 6ir,:thatIam-aOhiis6an, 
iby forgiving thaapeeeh you; have now 
made.*' 

Religion ianaenemyto sound phi- 
kMophy,andaond>pluieai>phy is bo 
,enemy to reliaioa* It is /p l eas ant 
^ben weaee them both goon hand 
ia hand together ; and that they can 
do so, we need only bring to our re- 
membranoe soeh dustinguished aha- 
mcters as Bacon, Newton, Boyle, 
Locke, Selden, Gretins, Addison, 
'Bosshaafve, E«ler,>Ac.^dbc Ac 

Hie PMhsoph^ deapiged. 
Alembert, at his leaving college, 
found himself alone and unconnected 
with the world, and saught an asy- 
lum in the house of his nurse. Here 
■he lived and studied for the space of 
forty yean. 'His good nurse per- 
ceived his ardent activity, and beard 
him mentioned as the writer of many 
4xx)ks; but never took it into her 
head that he was a ^[reat man, and 
rather beheld -him with a kind of 
compassion. "You will never," said 
she to him one day, ^* be any thing 
hut a pMlesopher : and wtiat is a 
ftlnlosopher^-^ ^ol, v^ho toils and 
plagues l#uelf during his life, that 
people mvf i^ -tft hm -when he ia 
fiomore," 

— ^— 

POPISH MlftACUBS, MT8TERII8, 
ToB fqUosving sriU f»i» ns same 



had touched the match with a lighted 
boal, he began his sermon. In the 
mean while the magjae returned to 
her nest, and, findiiurinitaatnnge 
body vHiich she oeuldiiot remofve, we 
fell into a pasrion, and b^gan to 
scratch irith her feet, and chatter 
most unmercifully. The finar af- 
fected to hear her without emotion^ 
and continued bis sermon with great 
composure; only he would now and 
then lift up his i^estowards the top 
(rf* the tree, as if he wanted to see 
what was the matter. At hst, when 
be judged that the match was near 
reaching the gunpowder, he pre- 
tended 'to be quite out of ^patience ; 
he ouned themacpie^ wndied fit. An- 
thoiqr's fire inigfat consume her, and 
went on. again with Ins sennon. But 
he Jubd sc8roslyT>n>nomioed two sxt 
three periods, when the match, on a 
sudden, piodueed its efisct, and blew 
up the magpie with its nest ; which 
miiBcle wQiraezfuUy saised Uie iiha- 
lacter of therfriar, and proved after- 
wbrds wiy henefieial te him and Jiis 

convent*' 

Oalbert, monk of TMafchiennes, in« 
fonnsus of a-stnngeaet of devotion 
-HI his ^time, -and vdiieh, indeed, is 
jaktosted by several «ontempamiy 
wdten. When the Saints ibd not 
readily eomply mA 4fas ura|jrerB of 
dkhairvotarists,%hey fioggsdthair ndica 
witii rods, in a mint <€f inpatienoe, 
which they^wnceivisd were proper to 
make Aem bend into conpGanoe. 

Wtei tiM Refenmtion was fpnid 



idea of .the Aliaqr ;af numdm in the \ in LithwaaiB. i^rince 



Romish church. 

« fit Anthony > is thwriit to have 
turns had a great nammaM 4»ier fete, 
and a power ef dostisying, by Hadkm 
af ihsit alamant Aliam vmo uamnd 



afiMted<lhait he vPOBtin penonta «- 
sit the pope, and pHyviumiNpBfliUe 
honours. His hcAhiest^ on this oc- 
casion, jpnaentea him witfia box ci 
nlim. Hamng Ii*«me4 



SitfKhTAiidNo AinoDons. 
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luMne^ the repQft of this invfdtuble 
posMiflion was spread ; and, at lehgth, 
aaiD^ monks entreated permiadon to 
trjr the effeati of (heae relics on a de- 
moniac who had hitherto resisted 
every land of exorcism. They were 
brought into the church with solemn 
pomp, deposited on the altar, and an 
mnumerahle <nrowd attended. After 
the usual eo^jurations, which were 
unsuccessful, they applied the relics. 
The demoniac instantly became well. 
The people cried out, A miracle ! and 
the prince, lifting his hands and eyes 
to heaven, felt nis faith confirmed. 
In this transport of pious joy^ he ob- 
served that a Young gentleman, who 
Was keeper of this nch treasure of 
relics, snoled, and appeared, by his 
motionsi to ridicule the miracle. The 
prince, with violent indignation, took 
our young keeper of the relics to 
task; who^ on promise of pardon, 
gave the foUowing secret inteUi^ence 
concerning them :~*He assured him, 
that, in travelling from Rome, he had 
lost the box of relics ; and that, not 
daring to mention it. he had procured 
a simuar one, which ne had filled with 
the small bones of dogs and cats, and 
other trifiee similar to what was lost 
He hoped he might be forgiven for 
smflingjwhen he round that such acol- 
lection oi niblHsh was idolized with 
such pon^ and hod even the virtue 
of expelling demons* It was by the 
assistance of this box that the prince 
discovered the great impositions of 
the modiLS and the demoniacs, and 
who afterwards became a zealous 
Lutheran. 

The following account of the 
miracle of the Bque&ction of the 
blood of St Januarius is rebted by a 
tespectable eye witness. ' "liie 
grand procession on tliis occasion 
was composed of a numerous body of 
clergy, and an immense number of 
people of all ranl^ headed by the 
Archbishcm of N^les himself, who 
carried the plual containing the 
blood of the saint A magnificent 
iv>be of velvet, richly embroidered, 
"Was thrown over the dioulders of the 
^ust: • mitre refulgent with jewels, 



was jdaced on hs head. The aicb* 
bishop, with a ioleiim pace, and « 
look rail of awe and veneration, ap- 
proached, holding fi)rth the aaiaed 
phial whish contained the precioi* 
lump of Mood: ho addressed the 
saint in the humblest manner, fer- 
vently praying that lie would m» 
cidusly condescend to manifest hk 
regara to his feithftil votaries, tho 
people of Naples, by the usual token 
of ordering tnat lump of his sacred/ 
blood to assume its natural and ori- 
^nal ferm : in these prayets he was 
joined by the muhitude around, par^ 
ticularly by the women. My curi- 
osity prompted me to mingle with 
the multituae : I sot, by denees, very 
near the bust. Twenty minutes had[ 
already ekipsed since the archlMshop 
had been praying with all possible 
earnestness, ana tumins the phial 
around and around, without any 
effect An old monk stood near the 
archbbhop, and was at the utmost 
pains to instruct him how to handle^ 
chafe, and rub the phial : he fie^ 
quently took it into his own hand, 
but his mancBUvres were as ineffec* 
tual as those of the archbishop. By 
this time the people had beocnne 
noisy ; the women were quite hoarse 
with praying ; the monk continued 
his. operations with increased zeal^ 
and the archbishop was all over in a 
profuse sweat with vexation. — An 
acquauitance whispered, it might be 
prudent to retire. I directly took 
his hint, and joined the company I 
had left. An uniyersal gloom over- 
spread all«their countenances. One* 
very beautiful young hdy cried and 
sobbed as if her heart had been ready 
to break. The passbns of some ol 
the rabble without doors took a dif< 
ferent turn : instead of sorrow, they 
were filled with raffe and indignation 
at the saint's obduracy, and some 
went so &r as to call him an old, un* 
grateful, yeUotp-faced rascal. — It 
was now almost dark, and, when 
least expected, the sigxial Was given 
that the miracle was performed. The 
popukjoe filled the air with repeated 
sllouts of joy i a hand of mttsie begad 
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to play. 7> deum wm nmg., . 
den were deautcbed lo Ibe ran] 
biDtly (Ibsn at Fortici) nrith Ihe gUil 
tidinjp ! the young lady dried op ber 
s of our com- 



nny brighlaiKd ii 
tbaj at dowD to o 
tbar dnad of wnpt 



D tocuda, without fu- 
id of •rnftioD^ euthquakei, 

The nqntoiw, ■* tlirv wcracalJed, 
M [qwoMiitationi of tLj L^i'me Be- 
ing, the cinddiiiK), do:, were fbi- 
meily ntj common in ihe ehnrch (tf 
Soma. They •aned m the amoa 
ment Mid instruction of the peofdi . 
and » attractive were theae groai 
AihiMlioiuin Ote dail a^ that they 
formed one of the pnr-— ' — - 
went* of the receptum 
giien to prineea when I 



In Iks Tou 1437. wben Connul 
Bayer, Biutop of Meb^ oiued the 
myileiy of tne paaaicai to be repre- 
sented on the plain of Veiimiel, nesr 
that city, God ma an old gmile- 
nton oamed Mr. Nicholas Neulchatel, 
of Touraine, Curate, of St. Victory 
of Meti, and who was very near eipii- 
ing on the eroi^ had he not been 
timely asaisled. Hemsso en&cV^ri^. 
that it ma agreed' anothrT [jrii'sl 
dionid be plarad on the cim ibs 
next day, to fintih the representation 
(rf' the penon crucified, and which 
was done : at the same time, the aaid 
Mr. Nidiolaa, undertook lo perftim 
the reannection, which, being a lem 
idifficult task, he did it, it is said, ad- 
minblyweO. Another prieatwhoee 
■ Mr. John De Nicey, r;;- ,■ 
slJlJ.^.,^; ^ 



huni; III the front With bbek 
, iiijj [x'hind with «ilk purpb 
4k lu.Til vmli cuH waa eihibit- 
'iir ill? IT uTi iniaifi of the Lord 
-..-J lit full Inijih. "(Towned with 
thomi.,„ii,[]|„ii,'il<iii4.iaaB,bMween 
two fi^una ol iika dunenilona, re- 
preaeoling the two thieves. At a 



Httle distance, on the rwht hand, 
waa ^aced an image of the Vusin 
Maiy, in plain long ruffle^ and a 
kind of widow weedfc The veil waa 



tuie, a living mai 

man's cloliies, wlio ^ ^ 

Magdalen ; and not &r off stood a 
younv man in imitation of the beloved 
disciple. He was dreaaed in a tooaa 
green silk restoie, and bob-wig. Hi* 
eyes were fixed OD the cross, and hia 
two hsiids a Httle extended. On 
each side^ near the front of the slaxa, 
stand two sentinels in bufT, with lor- 
midabte caps and long beards ) and, 
directly in the front, stood another 
yet mofe fbrmiJahl^ irlth a large 
target in his hand : we may suppoae 
*"'" lo be the Soman centurion. To 



while he hun 



Metrai)ge,pi 
had 1^ to 



personated Ji 



porple hangings eame oot about 
twenty little purplo-iealad winged 
boyi, two by two, each bearing a 
lighted wax taper in Ma hand, aM a 
cnmson and gold cup on his heai^ 
At their entrance apon the etase, 
they gently bowed their heads to 3ie 
spectator^ then kneeled, and made 
obeisance first to the image on the 
' 'len to that (rf the Virgin 
len itaen, they bowed^to 






J I rch other, and then look their re- 
spective |i>^ji is over against one an- 
other, cii ru [IB asngned for them on 
the fhmi ol ihe stage. Opposite to 

this, at a few yards di- "' - 

bkA &ial in a 
Tn'mining. For a 



a pulpit h 
awhilThe 



I hung upon tl 

..ja dkloaated: Uii* being at 

Imgth Inckity penciled, he was 
qi£lCly cot down, and recovered. 

TV Mowiiw account of the re- 
prsMntatioD of the croriRiirMi, ii!- 
(iven na by Mr. Whitfie ■ - — , - ■.. q- ,, 

* In tba ehnrch belo up his voice tiD it waa 

convmt of St De Beal . pretty high pitdi, thowh, I 

we bad not," saya Mr . . :., scarcely hipi enoogh aw wo 

loi^ beibn the curtain was drawn i la^ an dnditety. Aftei he had 
*ip: immediately nptm a high acaf'l proceeded hi hk diKOtine aba* a 
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quarter of ui hour, a confused none 
ivaa heard near the front eate door ; 
and, turnine my head, I saw four 
long-bearded men, two of which 
OBTried a ladder on their shoalders ; 
And after them fi)llowed two vaoti 
with huge gilt dishes in their himds, 
full of linen, spices, && : these, as I 
imagined, were the representatives 
of iNicodemus and Joeepn of Arima- 
thea. On a sisnal given ttom the 
pulpit, they achranced towards the 
steps of the scaffold ; but, upon their 
first attempting to mount it, at the 
watchful centurion's nod, the obser- 
vant soldiers made a pass at them, 
and presented the pomts of dieir 
nrvelins directly to their breasts. 
They are repulsed. Upon this, a 
letter from Pilate is produced : the 
centurion reads it, shakes his head, 
and (with looks that bespoke a for- 
ced compliance^beckons the sentinels 
to withdmw tneir arms. Leave be- 
ing thus obtained, they ascend, and, 
having paid their homage by kneel- 
ing first to the image on the cross, 
and then to the Virgin Maiy, they 
retired to the back of the stajge. 
Still the preacher continued declaim- 
ing, or nUher, as was said, explaining 
the mournful scene. Magdalen per- 
flists in wringing her hands, and vari- 
ously expressing her personated sor- 
row ; wlulst John (seemingly regard- 
less of all besides) stood sazing on 
the crucified figure. By this time it 
was near three o'clock, and therefore 
TOoper for the scene to begin to close. 
The ladders are ascended ; the su- 
perscription and crown of thorns 
tdEen off; long white rollers put 
rouikl the arms of th? image ; and 
then the nails knocked out which 
fastened the hands and feet. Here 
Mary Magdalen looks ^ most lan- 
guishing, and John, if poaribl^ 
stands more thunderstruck than be- 
^re. The orator Hfb up his voic& 
and almost all the hearers expressed 
concern by weeping, beating their 
breasts, and smiting their cheeks. 
At length, the body is gently let 
down ; A^dalen eyes it, and ^- 
duaily rising, receives the feet into 
Vol. 2. 2 



her wide-spread handkraehief ; whilst 
John (who hitherto had stood mo- 
tionless, like a statue) as the body 
came nearer the ground, with an ea* 
gemess that bespoke the intense af- 
fection of a sympathising friend, runs 
towaids the cross, seizes the upper 
part of it into his clasping anmi^ 
and, with his disguised fellow mourn- 
er, helps to beur it away. Great 
prepamdons were made for its in- 
terment. It was wrapped in linen 
and spices, &c. and being laid upon 
a bier richly hung, was afterwards 
carried round the churchyard in grand 
procession. The image of the Vir- 

5 in Mary was chief mourner ; and 
ohn uid Magdalen, with a whole 
troop of friars with wax tapers in 
their hands, followed after. Deter- 
mined to see the whole, I waited its 
return, and, in about a quarter of an 
hour, the corpse was brought in and 
deposited in an open sepulchre pre- 
pared for the purpose ; but not before 
a priest, accompanied by several of 
the same order, in splendid vest- 
ments, had pei^med it with incense^ 
sung to, ana kneeled before it. John 
and Magdalen attended the obse- 
quies ; but tiie image of the Virgin 
Mary was carried away, and placed 
upon the front of the stage, in order 
to be kissed, adored, and worshipped 
b}r the people. This I saw them do 
with the utmost eagerness and rever- 
ence. And thus ended this Good 
Friday's tragi-oomical, superstitious, 
idolatrous, droll. Surely, thought I, 
whilst attending on such a scene of 
mock devotion, if ever, now is the 
Lord Jesus crucified afresh : and I 
could then, and even now, think of 
no other idea for the jxwr beguiled 
devotees, than that which sufferinj; 
Innocence put up himself for his 
enemies^ when actually hanging up- 
on the cross, viz. * Father, fordve 
them, for they know not what they 
do.' '» 

It 18 said of William Esculquena, 
who was Capitoul of Toulouse, that, 
being in perfect health, he caused a 
solemn service to be held in the 
church of the Pominicana in that 
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dty, ft whleh wwe pmoBt the capi- 
toub, hifl coOeogiiei^ with s |pnt 
iiumber of ethers who were invited. 
The serriee coiuUited in the lepre- 
nntation of his own hoiiaL He was 
bid at length in a coffin, haTing his 
hands joinw, and soitounded bj Kirty 
lighted torches. The mass beinff 
ended, the incense was administered 
About the pretended corpse with the 
customary prayers. Nothing now 
temained but to put the body in the 

rund ; but lus zeal did not extend 
that lensth. The^ nroceeded, 
therefore, to hy him behind the great 
altar ; from whence he toolL himself 
away shortly after. Afterwards, ha- 
ting quitted his shrond, for lesuminff 
his gown of ci^itoul, he returned 
home^ accompamed by his coUeasues 
and the rest of the company, whom 
lie kept to dine wkh hmL — What 
lengths will weakness and supeiBti- 
tion carry men to ! 

^ POPULAHITT, 

Though po]>uJarity, in some re- 
irpects, is a desiraUe thing, yet it ie 
not always a criterion of real ability ; 
nor is it to be^ sought after with that 
aridity as if it were the foundation 
of happiness. It has been the occar 
fnon of ruin to many, and of distress 
lo more. Those who haye aimed at 
it haye been generally left to disap- 
pointment andcbniiLSion. 

When Phocion had made a speech 
which was applauded by the populace, 
he asked, "Have I not saia some 
Ibolish thing r 

To a r^y wise men, the well 
weighed approbation of a single ju* 
dicious charactisr gives more heartfelt 
satisfaction than all the noisy ap- 
plauses of ten thousand ignorant 
though enthusiastic admirers. We 
may say with Parmenides, Who, upon 
reading a philosophical discourse be- 
fore a public assembly at Athens, 
and observing ^at, excej^t Plato, the 
^hole company had left hun, continu- 
ed, notwithstanding, to read on, and 
aaid that Plato ak)ne was audience 
■ttfiident for him. 
Lord Mansfield, in his speeeh 



upon Wilke's trial, declared this sbb- 
timent: " I do net," says he, <" afieel 
to scorn the opinion of mankind. I 
wish earnestly for populaik^r ; I will 
seek, and I will have nopuhirity : thai 
^pnlarity which follows, and not 
that which is run after. It is not ths 
applaiiaeof a day, it is not the husasae 
of thouaandSfthai can give a moment's 
satisfaction to a rational being ; that 
man's mind, must, indeed, be a weak 
one, and his ambition of a most da- 
praved sort, who can be captivated by 
such wretched allurements, or satia> 
fied with such momentary grati&Bft- 
tions." 

" I Would not," says Dr. Doddridjge, 
" purchase that plumUMn, popularity, 
wnich is often owing to the very 
worst part of a man's character or per- 
formances^ by any comnliauces be- 
neath the di^pkity of a Cnnstian mi- 
nister." 

The means wlikh some use In 
order to obtain popularit^r, and 
by which they often get it, are 
sometimes exceedingly improper. 
"For instance," says Dr. Campbell, 
" those who court popular appianse, 
and look upon it as the pinnacle of 
human glory to be blindly followed 
by the multitude, commonly recur to 
de&matbn,espeaaUy of superiors and 
brethren. I know a preacher, who, 
by Uiis expedient alone, from being 
long the aversbn of the populace, on 
account of his duhnesa, awkwardness, 
and coldness, afll of a sudden became 
their idol." 

The love of fiime, as well as gain, 
ipust have been yery strong in the 
foUowing instance related by Gur- 
nall. "I have read of one," says he^ 
" that ofifered his prince a great sum 
of money to haye (eaye once or twice 
a day to come into his presence, and 
only say, ' God save your majesty.' 
The prince, Wondering at this large 
offer for so small a &vour, asked aSa 
what this wodd adyantage him. ^ O, 
Sir,' said he, 'this, thougn I haye no- 
thing dse sit your hand^ wUl get me 
a name in the country for one that is 
a great fovoorite at court ; and such 
an ^pinion will help me more, by th* 
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ymg^t end, tbut I «& iMit for Mw 
jpnipose' 



M) 



TfaB PRATUIO KINQS^ 

Of aH the nrtues ipdiick united ia 
the character of Ghutavus AdolphM, 
Sing of Sweden, that which crowned 
the whole was hb exemplary piety. 
The following is related of him when 
he was once in his camp before Wer- 
ben. He had been alone in the ca- 
Innet of his pavilion some hours toge- 
ther, and none of his attendants at 
these seasons durst interrupt him. 
At len^, however, a fevourite of 
his, havnig some important matter to 
tell him, came softly to the door, and, 
looking in, beheld the king ver^ de- 
voutly on his knees at prayer. Fear- 
ing to molest him in that exercise, he 
was aboutto withdraw his head, when 
the king espied him, and, bidding him 
come in, said, " Thou wonderest to 
flee me in this posture, since I have 
flo many thousands of subjects to pray 
for me ; but I tell thee, tnat no man 
has more need to pray ibr himself 
than he, who^ being to render an ac- 
count of his actions to node but God, 
is for that reason more closely assault- 
ed by the devil than all other men 
beside." 

Hem^ ly. of France, utteted this 
prayer just before a battle, in which 
ne obtained an entire victory : " O 
Lord of Hosts ! who canst Beethrou|fh 
<he thickest veil, and closest dis- 
suise ; who viewest the bottom ofmy 
Aeart, and the deepest desijgns of my 
enenues; who hast in thme hands, 
us well as before thine eyes, tdl the 
events which concern human life ; if 
ihou knowest that ndy reign will pro- 
mote thy glory and the safety of thy 
i^ple, if thou knowest that I have 
no other ambition in my soul but to 
advance the honour of thy holy name 
jfnA thegood of this state ; fovour, O 
jgzeat G&ll the justice pf my aims, 
.and reduce all the rebels to acknow- 
ledge hiqa ^hom thy sacied decrees 
,imd the order of a lawful succession 
^ve made their sovereign : but if thy 
flpod providence has ordered it otber- 
'inse^ and thou seest tiitt I should 



ppove one of those kings whoip thoit 

S'vest in thine anger, ti^ ficom me^ 
QbexciAil God ! mj Kfo and mf 
crown; inake me, tins day, a sacri- 
fice to thy will : let my death end the 
c^lamiUes of France, and let mt 
blood be the last th«t is spilt in this 
quanel." 

EZTRAORDINART PRATEBS. 

The following singular narrative 
has aheady appeared m print, but, as 
some of my readers may not have 
met with it, we here insert it 

" A few days ago," says one, " I 
happened to make one of a large com- 
pany, in which, among o&er topics 
of conversation, our settlement in 
New HoUand was discussed. We 
soon began to turn our thoughts tp 
theunhapi^ convicts: various taleis 
were toki respecting them, but one in 
particular struck my notice as pecu^ 
uaily uncommon. 

" ftatfaer more than five years have 
elapsed since John was appre- 
hended for the commissbn of a capi- 
tal crime: the action was fnoved 
against him to the clear conviction of 
the iurors, and he w»» aooordinglj 
condemned. The keeper of his pri- 
son, who in innumerable other instan- 
ces had riiown himself possessed of 
the warmest philanthropy, observing 
signs of ^leat contrition in the pn- 
aoner, pitied him, and from pitying 
began to sympathise vritb his afflic- 
tions. ^ He vioted and discoursed 
with him ; but soon ibimd that^ al- 
thoujprh thirty years of age, he had 
but &int ideas of a Si:q[»eme Being, 
andlainter stiU about a future state. 
In this dq)lorable situation ho ap- 
peared dreadfully alarmed at the near 
prospect of dissolution, and tortured 
alnMMt to niadness by gloomv appre- 
hensions of misery after deatL The 
benevolent ke^r did all in his pow- 
er to i^viate his prasent dis^resi^ 
and, in part, to dissipate his hooorp ; 
assmring him that tneie was a good 
and gracious God above, who woiiM 
look down upon him with c o m pap- 
sion, and, if bs jepented, would mart 
assffiredly panto •& his ptit 0BKimi 
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that he hiiDMlf (the keeper) would 
instanUy go and fetch him a prater 
book to help his religioos meditar 
tJooBi and that he hoped to find him 
more compoaed at their next ;iieet- 
ing. ^ O, Sir !' exclaimed the poor 
diatreaaed ciiminali hia eyes atream- 
ing with teara, 'I camiot read; I 
never did read ; I never tried to read 
ataU! OhI I shall go to heU P The 
keeper was inexpressibly shocked at 
this exclamation ; but, as the unhap- 
py man had been resented during his 
majesty's pleasure, be promised him 
that he would himself soon instruct 
him to read ; meanwhile that he 
would daily discourse and pray with 
him. He immediately went out of 
tile cell, and in a few minutea return- 
ed, bringing with him an alphabet^ 
with eacn letter printed by itself on a 
card. He explamed their uses) and 
concluded with sajring, that the Eng-. 
lish language, and several others, 
were nouiing else but words formed 
by a different combination of these 
letters. % 

. ''The poor felbw sat still upon tiie 
floor for a few minutes, as if absorbed 
in contemplation ; at length, he took 
hold of the keeper's hand, and said 
withasiffh, 'An, Sir! lamdulland 
stupid ; 1 shall never be able to learn.' 
Then suddenly, as if struck with an 
instantaneous lucky thought he 
swept up all the letters into one neap, 
and, desirinff his kind friend to kneel 
down with mm, he looked at the ceil- 
ing, as towards heaven. ' Good 
God !' cried he, with his hands vio- 
lently clasped t(wetiier, 'you know 
what a blockhead I am, and that I 
never can learn this hard thing ; but 
you know also that you made every 
thing, and can look into our thoughts. 
Look into mine, and, as you are wi- 
ser than any man. do me a &vour. 

Mr. says that these letters have 

•II the English words in them : you 
know if he speaks truth. Take, I 

Ky yon, these cards, and make the 
t prayer yon can for me; then 
lead it out to yourself, and think as if 
I made it, for I promise you I will try 
to baa food man ; onl^ let me know 



what you have written, thai I nmj h9 
as good as nrjr word.' 

"After tbis singular supplkatioa 
they both arose, and the codvict felt 
lumself more easy. Soon after a par- 
don was offered, on condition of his 
going to Botany Bay for fourteen 
years." 

The following is an account of an 
illustrious commander and constable 
of France, as given by Brantome: 
" Every morning (says the historian,) 
whether he was at home or in the 
army, on a march or in camp, he ne- 
ver neglected to recite and hear his 
paternosters. But it was a saying 
among the soldiers, 'Take care of the 
pafenuw/er* of Monsieur the Consta- 
ble:' for whilst he was. muttering 
them over, he would throw in by way 
of parenthesis, as the occasion of diik 
dpline or war demanded, ' Hang me 
that fellow on the next tree — ^pass me 
that other through the pikes — bring 
me luther that man, and shoot him 
before my fece — cut me in pieces all 
those rascals who are so audacious as 
to defend that steeple against the 
kine— bum me that village — set fire 
to ail the country for a quarter of a 
league round :' and all this he would 
do without the least interruption to 
his devotions." — Strange devotion 
tn^ll 

The femous Mr. Greorge EdwardU^ 
at the end of his Gleanings of Natu- 
ral History, made use of tnis remark- 
able petition ; " My petition to God 
(if petitions to God are not presump- 
tuous) is, that he would remove from me 
ajl desire of pursuing natural histoiy, 
or any other study, and inspire nw 
with, as much knowledge or his di> 
vine nature as my imperfect state ia 
capable of; that 1 may conduct my- 
self for the remainder of my days ii| 
a manner most agreeable to his will^ 
wtuch must consequently be most 
happy to myself. What my condi- 
tion may be in ftiturity b known 
only to the vrise Disposer of all thingas 
yet my present desires are (perhaps 
vain ana inconsistent with the natuee 
of things,) that I may become an in- 
teUigpnt spirit^ void of .gross mattM» 
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gfivit^i andlfltitT} snd endowed with 
• vohmtary motive power either to 
pieiee infinitely into bonndleae ethe- 
leal Bpeoe or into solid hodieg ; to eee 
waA know how the parts of the groM' 
nniTene are connected with e^ 
otl^r, and by what amazing metshan- 
i«m they are put and kept in perpetu- 
al and reguhi motion. But (O vain 
ftnd daring presumption ^ thought !) 
I most humWy submit my foture ex- 
istence to the supieme wiU of the 
One Omnipotent*' 

Dr. Dotfd, in an <»ration dehvered 
at the dedication of Freemasons' 
Hall, Gredt GUeen-street, May 23, 
*lTfi, thus addressed the Deity: 
*< Consummate Architect and won- 
itom Geometrician, direct ns to make 
the blessed volume of tiiy instructive 
wisdom the never errinff square to 
tegulate our conduct ; the eompaaa^ 
within whose circle we shall ever 
walk with safety and peace ; the in- 
ftlfible 'pluinb4ine, and criterion of 
rectitude and truth.'' — These are 
figures quite in style for a freemason. 

John Boys, D. D., Dean of Can- 
terbury, gained great applause by 
turning tne Lorcrs prayer into the 
followmg execration, when he preach- 
ed at Paul's Cross on the 5th of No- 
vember, in the reign of James I. 
*< Our pope which art in Rome, curs- 
ed by thy name; perish ma}r thy 
kingaom ; hindered may thy will b^ 
as it is in heaven, so in earth. Gtive 
ns this day our cup in the Lord's 
Supper ; and remit our moneys which 
we nave given for thy indulgences, 
as we send them back unto thee; 
and lead us not into heresy ; but fi«e 
ns from misery, for thine is the infer- 
nal pitch and sulphur, for ever and 
ever. Amen." 

FRA7BR9 AKSWERBO. 
It is very true that prayer cannot 
inform the Deity ; cannot persuade 
cannot alter \h» Divine Miiul : but I 
am fin firom thinking that it is only 
<Va natural and uist tribute to the 
Peity, and an aomirable method of 
cberydiing the viitues of the religious 
life,*' I think something, yea, I 



think nui^h, Is doe to the ffieaey of 
praycy- Petitbn is an unpoitaat 
briMieli of prayer ; but to olfer peti- 
ijbns vrithont vaj expectation of their 
beii^ answered, is too vague and tii^ 
fling an idea to deserve confutation. 
That the doctrine of the efficacy of 
prayer has-been and may be ahuse^ 
IS granted; but still this forms no 
soIM objection. Prayer is a mean 
which Ghod himself hu instituted ; hj 
which his wisdom thinks fit to con- 
vey blessings which "wcnid not hava 
been ffiven without piayix^ for. The 
sacred scriptures not on& abound 
with express jnreeepts binding us ta 
prayer, out sftotA a great number of 
signal instances of answers to prayer« 

juuther, it is said, was able to pre- 
vail with God at his pleasure, and ta 
obtain what he desirea. 

Mr. Edward Peaise lay for soma 
time declining in a consumption; 
and, finding himself going ofr the 
stage, made it the matter of hb hear- 
ty prayer to God, ** that something of 
ms might be useful after his decease ;" 
which prayer was remarkaUy an- 
swered m the signal success of hia 
little book, which he styled *< The 
Great Concern," which has boob 
through twenty-one editions. Tho 
TOayers of a Bunyan, a Hervey, a 
Watts, a Doddridge, and a hundred 
othersihaTe been answered in this 7e« 
spect. 

In professor Frank's accounts of 
the footsteps of Divine Providence in 
raising and supporting the hospital 
for the reception ana education of 
poor children, and for educating sto* 
dents in divinity, we have several 
pleasing instances of prayer being 
answeied. 

At one timcL when all provisioii 
was gone, and tneir necessities gieat 
he observes, " In the ^nidst of all 
these presong circuinf^uic^ I found 
one comfoft, which '^a* a presence gf 
imnti in pn^er v^ied vmh. a confi- 
dent dependant upon that Lord who 
heaieth they;<fflg ravens when they 
ciy. Whe» prayer was over, and I 
was just i^tme down at the tabli^ 
I heoTi? somebody knock at tho 
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door; wbkh when I opened, there 
was an acquaintance of mine holding 
in hia hand a letter, and a pfevsel of 
money wrapt up, which he preaehted 
to me. I found therem fifty crowi^ 
which was senta jgreatway, and was 
soon followed with twenty crowns 
more. . 

** At another time, hetng in great 
straits, and all our provision spent, 
and the daily lieoesstty of the poor 
calling for large supplies, 1 closely ad- 
hered in my mind to that saying, 
" Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things 
shall he added unto you;'^ avoidinjg 
temporal cares, and turning the whow 
hent of my soul to God ; and, when 
I was now laying out the last of the 
money, I said in my thoughts, 
"Lord! look upon my necessity." 
Then going out of my cnamber in or- 
der to repair to the college where I 
was to attend my public lecture^ T 
unexpectedly found a student in my 
house that waited for my coming out, 
and presented me the sum of seventy 
crowns, that were sent from a place 
above two hundred English miles 
distant. 

" Another time," continues he, "all 
our provision was spent : but, in ad- 
dressing myself to the Lord, I found 
myself deeply affected with the fourth 
petition of the Lord's Prayer, Give 
iu this day our daily bread; and 
my thoughts were fixed in a more es- 
pecial manner upon the woids this 
dayy because on the very same day 
we had great occasion for it. While 
I was yet praying, a friend of mine 
came before my door in a coach, and 
brought the sum of four hundred 
crowns. 

'* Another time I was in the deep- 
est poverty, and what was more, I 
was urged by the importunity of most 
that were alout me, calling for a sup- 
ply to their piling ne9essity. But, 
having cast my bm upon the Lord, 1 
answered them pltinly thus ; " Now 
ye come all to seek i^)ney of me, but 
I know of another Bdriefactor to go 
to," meaning the Lord. The word 
was scarcely out of my mo^th, when 



a friend of mine, who was then jui( 
come off a journey, put seven pounds 
ten shillines and sixpence inta mv 
hand.— This is enough to put In£- 
delity out of countenance, and make 
W ashamed to show her head." 

A. lady, who had just set down to 
breakWt, had a strong impression 
upon htr mind that she must instant- 
ly carry a loaf of bread to a poor man 
who lived about half a mile fromlier 
house, by thb side of a common. 
Her husbaii|J wished her either to 
postpone taking the loaf of bread till 
after breakfast or to send it by her 
servant: but she chose to take it her- 
self instantly. As she auifoached 
the hut, «he heard the somufof & hU' 
man voice. Willinff to hear what^t 
was, she stepped softly, unperceived^ . 
to the door. She now heard the poor 
man praying, and, among other 
things, he said,. " O Lord, help me ; 
Lord, thou wilt help me ; thy promise 
cannot fidl ; and although my wife^ 
self, and children, have no bread to 
eat, and it is now a whole day since 
we had any, I know thou wilt supply 
me, though thou shouldst again raia 
down manna from heaven/' The 
lady could wait no longer ; she openr 
ed the door. "Yes,^ she replied; 
"God has sent you relief. Take 
this loa^ and be encouraged to cast 
your care upon Him, who careth for 
you ; and vvhen you ever want a loal 
of bread, come to my house." 

J. W. was employed in a large 
manufactory, the foreman of whicA 
took every opportunity to make him 
the butt of ridicule to his companions 
for his rel^ion, and because he refu- 
sed to join in their drinking parties 
and Sunday frolics. As they lived 
in the same house, the foreman one 
day heard him at prayer, and resolved 
to listen ; when to his great surprise, 
he found himself the subject of the 
young man's supplication, who was 
spreading his case of infidelity and 
hardness of heart before God, and 
supplicating earnestly for him that 
GoQ would give him repentance uHr 
to salvation, and create in him a new 
heart, and put a right spirit within 
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lyofc ^ The fi»NDUi W10 dmlj w- 
netnitod with what he heard. He 
had neTerentertained an idea of the 
|»wer or nature of true prayer; he 
wondeied at the eloquence and fer- 
vour with which his own unhappy 
case had been pleaded before Groia. 
** I never," said ne to himself "thus 
prayed to God for myself." The im- 
pression dwelt upon his mind. The 
next day, he took John aside. "I 
wish," siud he, "John you would 
preach to me a little." John, who 
only thought his grave fitoe was 
meant to turn the subject into ridi- 
cule^ said, " Mr. M— , you know 
I am no preacher ; I don't pretend to 

it"— "Nay," said Mr. M , "I 

don't know how you can preach to- 
day ; bat I heard you yesterday make 
such a description of my state, as 
oonrinoes me that you can do it very 
well, and I shall be much obliged to 
you to repeat it." "Ah!" says 
John, , " 'tis true I was at prayer, 

and did, indeed, Mr. M f liearti- 

ly pray for you." — "Very well,'' 
said the foreman; "pray say it over 
again, for I never heard any thing in 
my life which so deeply afiected me." 
John did not wait for much entreaty : 
they kneeled down together, cried to 
the Grod of all Grrace, and found ac- 
ceptance. From that day they were 
bosom friends, went to the same place 
of worship, and fiequendy bowed 
their knees together with praise and 
thanksgivings. Their conversation 
adorned their profession, and the 
mocker became a confessor of the 
grace which he had so often abused 
and turned into ridicule 1 



THE HUMBLE PREACHER THB 
MOST USEFUL. 

A YERT pious man being ordain- 
ed minister m Fifeshire, some of hb 
people left hearing him, and went to 
other churches in the neighbourhood. 
He, one day, meeting some of them, 
asked them whither they were g<ung. 
They replied, that they were going 
to bear such a one of his biethren, as 
bit own selnnons did not odify th«io 



^much. He said with giMtheaiti- 
ness, " O yes; go always where yoitt 
soub get fiiost edification; and maT 
God's blesalng, and mine go witli 
you." The people were so affected, 
that they resoli^d rather to trust thdr 
edification with ^e Lord than deseit 
the ministry M* su^abdy and huni- 
ble man. Hiii snf^ of prayer was 
very excellent, ihouffh his sermons 
didnot'bear any ma3ui<ifstiong in- 
tellect : his success, howe^ in win- 
ning souls to Chiis^and building 
them up in him, was great Some 
of his brethren, one day,- expressing 
their wonder how his mimstratibus 
did so much good, while theirs did sO 
little, another maide answer, " That ' 
his brother, living under a disep sense 
of his own wealmess, by the torce of 
fervent prayer brings all that he says 
warm from the heart of God through 
his own, so that it never cools till it 
enters the hearts of his hearers; 
whereas we, being conscious of our 
abilities, depend on them in compos- 
ing our sermons : and hence the Lord 
gives so little countenance to them.'* 

PREFERMENT. 

It has been observed, that nothing 
could form a more curious coUectioii 
of memoirs, than anecdotes of prefer- 
ment. Gould the secret history of 
ffreat men be traced, it would appear 
uiat merit is rarely the firat step to 
advancement It would much onen- 
er be found to be ovring to superfi- 
cial qualifications, and even vices. 
Sir Christopher Hatton owed his 
preferment to his dancing. Clueen 
Elizabeth, with all her sa^city, 
could not see the future LordChan- 
cellor in the fine dancer. 

When Lord North, during the 
American war, sent to the Rev. Mr. 
Fletcher, of Medeley (who had writ> 
ten on . the unfortunate American 
war in a manner that had pleased the 
minister) to know what he wanted, 
he sent him word that he wanted 
but one thing (which it was not in 
his lordship's power to give him) and 
that wa»— 'more grace* " Sit aninNi 
i»ea cum FleUshiejo..'* 



wimm tbe gntX CnooMr 
fbr.pmionpent, aid lie ttve UttB 
POP of iuf.dwgn: '*Hb isekijatt. 
liiing^JbekMi9i £r jMtbing,.liB dmow 
«bo«t jnothiiig, Iwft J^iw OhiHt.'' 

Wbm (Stoeini EiSzftlMth jsade jmi 
oflbff of the anbaifllioiincdL cf €aii- 
t€fbuiy to the Jtev. Mr. Wliil«liead, 
(n (mftt lehotort anda axiit eaneUnl 

EK^osnr of dirinity) he exeuaed 
oiMlf to th« i)ueen by mpag, he 
QOiild lw0 ple^ully on the isoafMi 
without any praftnuBol^ andaooonU 
inchr ^io. 

^The &xuonM fieinaid Gilpin was 
offeied tbo biahopikk of Garluie, 
and was urged to accept it by the 
Eari of Bedfoid, Bishop Sand^gi^Ad 
oUien^ with the nKMt powemd mo- 
tives ; but he denied to beexeoaed, 
and in that .resoliitian remained im- 
moveable. Hifl leatNoa were taken 
fiom the laigenefss oi the dioceeea, 
which be thought were too great for 
the inspection of one person ; for he 
was so strongly possessed of the 
duty of Bishops, and of the>eharge 
of souls that was committed to them, 
that he could never be persuaded to 
keep two livings, over both of which 
be ooiiid not have a personal inspec- 
tion, and peifofm all the oifioes of -a 
pastor ; he added fiurther, that he had 
80 many fiiendsand relations in those 

ra to wuiify and connive at, that 
coula not contmue an iMnest 
man, and be their bishop. But 
though Mr. Gilpin would not be a 
bishop, he supplied the place of one 
by preaching, by hospitality, by 
ereetug schools, by teking care of 
the poor, and providing for destitute 
churches. 

To ithe above we might add 4he 
names of Bates and Baxter in former 
times, and Bal^y and Tudwr in 
mone modem tunes, who h»ve^ all 
thought proper to deichne 4he nutr^ 
and, of course, ^e emoluments and 
dwmtiss attaohed to it. 

jIow different was /the oonduet of 
ttw4ibo«e exoettent ofaaraotms-tothat 
of iEhniilton ! 'When ^ was about 
to be made Bishc|»of Galloway^ one 



^to 

m oonscisnee.(forlw dud swioiii to 
theaovenant) be said. -**Btteh niadi> 
eine as eonkf not be.dieaaed most ha 
swallowed whole.** Fuw aantiniaat 
for a bishop^ truly 11! 

In the fieign of the Junfoilunale 
monareh whoae abdication put a pe» 
aod to the regal ihonours of ma 
house of Stuart, Dr. Wallis waa 
then Bean of Wateifoid, in Iielaiid^ 
and, dunng the tronblea of that 
ooAiappy country at 4hai period, 
suffered greatly in ids private foii*^ 
tnne^ <firom the^strong attaclunent to 
the Protestant ftitb. After oeaea 
was restored, and our leligion nrmly 
establiriied by the aooeflsion of King 
William, Dr. Wallis was presentel 
at the court of London, as a gentle* 
man who had well merited the rmal 
uateonage. The king had benm 
neaidtlM story of his sofferinga, and 
therefore immediately, turning to the 
dean, desired him to choose any 
churdi preferment then vacant. 
Wallis (vrith all the modesty inci- 
dent to men of real worthy after a 
due acknowledgment of tne royal 
fovour, requested the deanery ui 
Derry. "Howl** relied the king^ 
in « transport of surprise^ "ask the 
deanery when you must know the 
bishopriok of that very place is also 
vacant T •* True, my nege,'* repli- 
ed Wallis, " I do know it, but could 
not in honesty demand so great a 
benefice ; conscious there are many 
other gentlemen who have suffered 
more Sum myself, and deserved bet> 
ter at your majesty's hands ; I there- 
fore presume to repeat ray fonaet re- 
quest.** It is needless to add his re- 
aueat was jgranted. They jparted, 
bie dean highljjr aattsfied with hia 
visit, and the kms astonished at the 
iM)ble instance of disintsrestednefls he 
had just been a witness oC— What a 
ndnd did that man possess I how 
praise-worthy t how laudable an ex^ 
uoiple to all in the sacred office! 
Wnat a reproof to the greedy plo- 
xalists! How fe:^ can lay.their hand 
on ^hejr hearts, and say, widi the 
Bwa of Deny,.^<i am satisfiedf 
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What will not some do for Uhlb 
ink* of preferment, and that eyen 
when they are abready well provided 
fbtl The flhameful impropriety of 
pluralities is never thougnt of; con- 
science is sacrificed to interest ; the 
value of money, and not of souls^ 
becomes the prime object in view. 
What would the primitive Christians 
have said of a moden^ divine, who is 
said to be the curate of , sup- 
posed to be worth annually 5000/.? 
He is sub-almoner to , rec- 
tor of '• f prebendary of 

-, prebendaiy of — , pre- 



bendary of 



archdeacon of 



The 



, and dean of - 
late Bishop L- 



— — vfas 
possessed, at the time of his decease, 
of ten or more different preferments. 
He was bishop — ^head of a college — 
prebend— rector— librarian, &c. &c. 
&c. 

Bishop Burnet, in his charges to 
the clergy of his diocese, showed a 
..ffreatdral of disinterested integrity, 
by vehemently exclaiming against 
pluralities, as a most sacrilegious 
robbery. And, in his first visitation 
at Salisbury, he urged the authority 
of St. Bernard, who, being consulted 
bjr one of his followeis whe^er he 
might accept of two benefices, repli- 
ed — "And how will you be able to 
serve them bothT* "I intend^" 
answered the priest, "to officiate m 
one of them by a deputy." " Will 
your deputy be. damned for you too 1" 
cried the saint. " Believe me, you 
may serve your cure by proxyi but 
you must be damned in person." 
^This expression so affected Mr. Kel- 
sey, a pious and worthy clergyman, 
then present, that he immediately 
xesiffned the rectoryof Bemerton, in 
Benshire, worth ^/. a year, wmch 
he held then with one of greater 
Talue. 

Situations where we can do the 
most good are preferable to all others, 
however great the emoluments. Dr. 
X Gouge used often to say, with 
pleasure that he bad two livings 
whifch he would Qdt exchange vast 
the greatest in £iiglaiids m. 



Ckrist^t Hospital^ where he used t0 
catechise tlie iKK)r children ; and 
Wales^ where he used to travel eveiy 
year, and sometimes twice in ib» 
je9Xj to spread knowledge, piety, uid 
chanty. 

THE IGNOBAIIT PRIEST 
The following anecdote will affimf 
us a striking instance of the igno- 
rance that existed before the Rdb»r 
mation ; at the same time it eonfinui 
the relation generally ^ven of Arch> 
bishop Cranmer's foipving spirit. 

The archbishop's ust wife, whom 
he married at Cambridge, lived at the 
Dolphin Inii, and, he often resorting 
thither on that account, the p^isE 
party had raised a story, that he was 
ostler of that inn, and never had the 
benefit of a learned education. This 
idle story a Yorkshire priest had with 
great confidence asserted in an ale- 
house which he used to frequen^ 
railing at the archbishi^ and saying 
that he had . no more learning than a 

goose. Some of the parish, who> 
ad a respect for Cranmer's charac- 
ter, informed the Lord Cromwell of 
this, who immediately sent for the 
priest, and committed him to the 
Fleet Prison. When he hfiid bieen 
there nine or ten weeks, he sent a 
relation, of his to the arehbishop to 
beg his pardon,^ and humbly sue to< 
him for a discharge. The aruLbidu^ 
instantly sent for him, and, after a 
gentle r^roof, asked the priesi 
whether he knew him ; to which he 
answered. No. The archbishc^ 
expostulated with him, why he 
should, then, make so free with his 
character. The priest excused him- 
self by his beinjg m drink. But this^ 
Cranmer told him, was a double faulL 
and then let him know, that if he had 
a mind to try what a scholar he wm» 
he should have liberty to oppose him 
in whatever science he pleased. The 
priest humbly asked his pardon, and 
confessed himself to be yery ignoranl^ . 
and to understand nothing bui ida 
mother tongue. "No douM," said 
Cranmer, "you are well versed in 
the English' Bible, and c^naosw^f 
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lBy««e«lknaoi]tof that PitjriBll 
np who ^mu David's father 3" The 
«^!0ti)od atm awhile to counder, 
wt at lii^ told dM aichbiahop he 
flomid Ml reooUect bia name. ^HTett 
me, then," said Cramner, " wbe was 
Solomon's fittherr The poor priest 
lepUed, that he had no sldll in gene- 
«k«e8, and could not tell. — The 
wdnbii^p then advised him to lire- 
quent akuiouse less, and his study 
noie.; and admoniahed him not to 
aieouse others fi>r want wf leainiitt 
till he was master of stmoe himself; 
diactMirged him out of custody, and 
jMBt him home to his cure. 

THE WICKED PIUEST3. 
In a remote part of Ireland, (in the 
province of Counaught,) which is in- 
Babited chiefly by Catholics^ « Tes^ 
tament found its way. The Catho- 
lics, who resided at such a distance 
ftom their chapel that they could sei> 
dom attend mass, happened to hear 
iSuit this book (being a Dounytt9XM-' 
laiUon^ was a divine book, paid some 
^•tteiilioa to it In the .perusal of i^ . 
they were jdned by some Protes- 
tents; and both observed, that the 
.«nl tieatment which our Saviour en- 
4i»ed was lrom.the priests, and .that 
it was by their influence and oaaliee, 
jbe was put to death. Thi8.gai!e rise 
ito a warm dispute between the Pro-. 
Aeatants and the Catholici^ Xo which 
^f tjheir denominatians these wicked 
siiests belonged. The Gatholiciii 
llpwevwt ^ere silenced by ihis argu-' 
jnest: That ithe ]Prolestan^ cl^isy 
4tereiMit|»nMfo, hvHt mifusters j and 
tihat, as no denomination had priests 
Jmt the Catholics, it must have been 
they who acted this cruel part. The 
Catbolios, sore under the charge, je- 
^pioached their pries^ on his next vi- 
•it, for this wicked deedof <his order,; 
«rhic^ obliged the ^priest to take the 
'Ifouble of maku^ <a aexmon on the 
npeeasion, to ^onyune his jpeople.tivit 
they were the jetriah and JMt .the 
>l3<4|oUe priests .who eruoified the 
JRedeemes. fleastdatafi^uiriiMtbis 
fciW Mi t a nt iinformalim, .the Cathohos 
!gm piteiided to ibmt ^e«t«ia«|ti 



bat discoverii^ in it what chaiadeM 
of holinns, modeiatiaii, and self-d0»' 
nial, christian teachers should noa- 
sess, they began to be fiirthertrouMa- 
aome to their priest ; to prevent which 
for the future, he bennhed even the 
Dou(ty Testament out of the ooon- 
tryll 

PRINTS. 

Improper Prints in Booka^ Afi. 

Onz cannot but smile at the odd 
and curious representations given ua 
of certain4>bjects in some old books of 
devotion. The paintings of angele^ 
deyUs, spirits, ^c must excite the 
risibiUty of any sensttde man, an^ 
none but injudicious liaxmers and 
sculptors could engage in such pet- 
formances.^But it isstill more ricucV" 
jous to attempt any figures of the D^ 
ty. Instead of enlarging, it must 
contract our ideas of Hmi, who ia 
without body, parts, or passions. AS 
attempts, also, to-reprssent the Trini- 
ty by triangles, and a dove in thi^ 
/Centre, dto. should be entirely left' 
alone. 

"I can easily understand and readi- 
ly admire, as a strong poetical 
figure," sa^ Dr. Knox, *4he toueh* 
ing .d Isaiah's haltovrod lips with 
fire ; but I cannot ^admire the enm» 
i«erHi ^rej^resentakion, in -some BiMei^ 
of anang^ifirom heajiren with a black- 
anulh^ -tongp,. burning the poor pnK 
phot's lips .with '.a live coal. 

" TJie r^ieaentation of Satan in 
many aerious books is so ridiculoui^ 
.that one would -almoat inmgine the 
artist intended to lai|gh .at the idea (^ 
anch ^rbd^g. Who can bear some 
prints .of demoniacs, where the pos- 
aHlised.are exhibited vomiting np lit- 
tle black. desvils with cloven ^t:and 
long taUs? ifiaftists thoHght auoh. 
,figiues -lik^ to excite or preseme 
devotion, they must have heen ^» 
.weak. as their .admvecs* 

*«Feiw books have Jtad a ttPMer 
jMpularity than the iw«{ika,Qf Stshc^ 
l%lort seveieri.ofjPiaviiKeadpmd 

with gooddplatea bpr SaiKthQqi^ hut 
.$smnfifid Ay .ptheii.f^ a ridk^na 
itind. 7tiQ.fiN«itif^eae.|Qihe/%tikt 
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Ihirth ^en m thaw who do not ha- 
lituafly nt in the aoat of the aoorner. 
On one side ie the statue of a cler- 
iyoian in hb canonieali, with the 
uucription on the base, Mereuriua 
Chriaiiantu, In the elooda, opposite 
to fains >* ^ figuie of an old man 
with a flag in one hand and a crown 
in the other, in a sitting postnie, in- 
tended to lepfesent ^^sas Ciurist. 
The reader will immediately see the 
absurdity of introducing Mereurius 
in the same picture with our Saviour. 
On the other side is represented, in a 
most childish manner, ^ hell and the 
devil. Here the figures are shock- 
ingly deformed ; but they are calcu- 
lated to strike terror into none but 
Children and those who labour under 
the weakest superstition." 

There is a commentary on thiol books' should be so full of himself) 



against whom he wrote perfonnuig 
the ordinance of baptism. MiniiK 
tors, the administntoitj and boUi 
men and women the reeeivers of hmp^ 
tasm, are lepreaented as stark naked 
in a river, and the ministers at* 
thrusting the people's heads down 
fiirward mto the water : — such a sight 
which had never been seen aince the 
world bcffan. 

John Heywood wrote a treatias 
caltedthe'^SpiderandFly." There 
are seventy-seven chapters in thia 
work, at the beginning of each of 
which is the portrait of the author, 
either standing or sitting before a tft- 
ble with a book on it and a window 
near it, huns round with'cobwebi, 
flies, and spiders. — What would the 
present age say of an author whoae 



Revelations^ in which is a frontis 
piece containing an enormous gigan- 
tic picture of Jesus Christ. The art- 
ist nas literally copied Rev. i. 14, 
4bc.~his head and nis hairs are like 
a fleece of wool ; for eyes he has 
Jlamea ofjlre ; his legs and feet are 
like pillars of brass ; and, that nothing 
should be VTanting, he has in his 
right hand seven atars^ and ofui of his 
fMum proceeds mwny waters^ and a 
sharp two edged sword. 

The prints inserted in the Com- 
mon Prayer Books are of a kind 
which none but the ignorant and the 
vulgar can admire. The cut entitled, 
Jesus tempted by the Devil, is almost 
as ludicrous as if it had come from 
H<^arth or Bunbuiy. The devil 
has a crown and sceptre, a modem 
coat, apparently a pair of boots, and 
fiom h]s rumo hangs a tail resembling 
Wiiat is odlea a pig-tail ! 

bi one of the ancient books on de- 
votion, an angel is represented crown- 
ing the Virgin Mary, and God the 
Father himself assisting at the cere^ 
mony. In a. book of Natural Histo- 
ly, the Supreme Being is lepiesented 
wi reading cukUM seventh (my, When 
lie rested from all his works. 

In the book that FeaUy pubhshed 
«0yBft th0 Baptiato tlun was a 



Bishop Burnet tells us, that befinte 
the Reformation it was usual in Eng- 
land to have pictures of the TriniW. 
God the Father was represented m 
the shape of an old man, with a trip- 
pie crown, and rays about his heaa f 
The Son, in anoUier part of the {nc- 
ture, looked like a young man, v?ith 
a single crown on ma head, and a ra- 
diant countenance. The blessed 
Virgin was between them, in a sit- 
tins posture ; and the Holy Ghott 
under the appearance of a dove, 
spread his wings over her. The pib> 
ture, he tells us, is still to be seen in 
a prayer book printed in the year 
1536, according to the ceremonial of 
Salisbury. SKippon also tells us^ 
that thero is at Padua a represen- 
tetion of the Trinity, being the 
figure of an old man with three fiuses 
and three beards. Henry Sherfield, 
Esq. the Recorder of Sarum, was trir 
ed May 20, 1632, for taking down 
some painted gbiss out of one of the 
windows of St Edmund's church in 
SaHsbury, in which wero seven pie- 
turesof God the Father in the form of ft 
Ihtle dd man in a blue and red coa^ 
with a pouch by his side. OnereprA- 
sents him creating the son and moon 
with a pair ofcompa|98es; others, aa 
Wflfking OB the bnsiaesi of the (nk 
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day*! creation ; and,at last^he mts in an f dentiall^, to vint her ; to whom, aflir 
elbow chair at rest. Many simple conveimng a while, she said, " Coo- 



people, at their going in and out of 
church, did reverence to this window, 
because, as they tsaid, the Lord their 
God was there. These artists and 
devotees surely never took for their 
rule that passage, "Grod is a spirit, 
and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and truth." — 
John iv. 24. 

Some of the prints in Cluarle's Em- 
blems are curious. One of them, on 
" O wretched man that I am ! who 
■hall deliver me from the bod^ of this 
death V represents a man sitting in 
a melancholy posture in a large ake- 
feton. Another, on " O that my 
head were waters and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears," &c. exhibits a hu- 
man figure with several spouts rush- 
ing firom it, like the spouts of a foun- 
tain. " This reminds me," says one, 
" of an emblem which I have seen in a 
German author on Matthew vil 3, in 
which are two men, one of whom has 
a beam almost as bi^ as himself with 
a pointed end stickmff in his left eye, 
and the other has oiuy a small mote 
sticking in his right." 



'profligate sons reclaimed. 

The following is related of the 
fimious Mr. John Welsh. He was, 
it is said, a most hopeless and extra- 
vagant youth. He frequently played 
tnunt; and, at last, while very 
young, he left his studies and his fa- 
ther's house, and went and joined 
himself to the thieves on the borders 
of the then two kingdoms, who lived 
by robbery and plunder. After he 
had suffered many hardships among 
them, and like the prodigal in the 
gospel, began to be m great misery, 
and no man gave unto Him, he took 
the prodigal's resolution to return 
home to his father's house. He made 
DumMes in his way homeward, 
where lived a Mrs. Foji^yth, his fa- 
ther's cousin: her he earnestly en- 
treated to brin^ about a reconciliation 
for him with his fiither. 

He had not been long with this 
lady before his &ther came, piovi- 



sin, have you heard any thing of your 
son John?" ''Oh, cruel woman P' 
said the father, with great grie^ " how 
can you mention his name to me? 
The first news I expect to hear of 
him, is, that he is hanged for a tfaie£" 
She answered, " Many a proflijpile 
boy has beccnne a virtuous man ;" and 
endeavoured to comfort him, but in 
vain. At length, he asked her if 
she knew wh^er his lost son was 
yet living. She answered, '' Yes, he 
was yet alive, and hoped he would 
make a better man than he was a 
boy ;" at the same time she introdu- 
ced him to his fiither. The youth 
came in weeping, and^ threw himself 
at his fiither's feet, beseeching him 
for Christ's sake to pardon his mis- 
behaviour; earnestly, and with much 
apparent sincerity, promising futura 
amendment His mther reproached 
and threatened him; but, upon the 
importunities of Mrs. Forsyth, he 
was persuaded to a reconciliation. He 
then besought his father to send him 
to college ; saying, " That, if ever he 
misbehaved again, he would be con- 
tent that his &ther should disclaim 
him for ever." His fiither granted 
him his request; and, after a little 
time spent there^ not only a thorough 
reformation, but a saving conversion, 
took place in him; and he was so 
diligent a student, that, in much less 
time than could be expected, he went 
through all his necessary studies^ 
and entered early into the ministry. 
He became one of the most extraor- 
dinary characters of the age. 

A minister happening to be some 
time since at Edinburgh, was accost- 
ed very civilly by a young man in the 
street, with an apology for the liberty 
he was taking. " I think. Sir," said 
he, "I have heard you at— ^ — ." 
" You probably might, Sir ; fori have 
sometimes ministered there." — "Do 
you remember," said he, '* a note put 
up for an afflicted widow, beggmg 
the prayers of the congregation for 
the convenian of an ungodly sbnl" 
"Ido^veiy well temmben such a 
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ikB very feraoa; antit wonderful to 
ten, the prajer was effectual I was 
mma on a frolie with some other 
abcucSoned young men, one Sunday, 
and, jnfidng by the chapel, I- was 
struck with its appearance, and we 
ggzeed to mingle with the crowd, and 
^ligpiot a few minutes to lauffh and 
iQOck at the preacher and people. We 
•pr&e but just entered the chapel, 
when you, Sir, read the note, re- 
<{ue8ting the prayers of the congrega- 
tion for an afflicted widow's profligate 
son. I heard it with a sensation I 
cannot express. I was struck to the 
heart; and, though I had no idea 
that I was the very individual meant, 
t felt the bitterness expressed of a wi- 
dow's heart, who had a child as wick- 
ed as I knew myself to be. My 
mind was instantly solemnized: I 
oould not laugh. My attention was 
riveted on the preacher. I heard his 
prayer and sermon with an impres- 
sion very different from what had 
carried me into the chapel. From 
that moment the gospel truths pene- 
trated my heart; I joined the con- 
gregation, cried to Grad in Christ for 
mercy, and found peace in believing : 
became my mother's comfort, as I 
had long been her heavy cross, and, 
throuffh grace, have ever since con- 
tinued in the good ways of die Lord. 
An opening iuiving lately been nuide 
for an advantageous settlement in my 
own country, I came hither with my 
excellent mother, and, for some time 
past, have endeavoured to dry up the 
widow's tears, which I had so often 
caused to flow, and to be the comfort 
and support of her age, as I had 
been the torment and affliction of her 
former days. We live together, in 
the enjoyment of every men^, happy 
and thankful ; and evCTy day I ac- 
knowledge the kind hand of my 
Lord, that ever led me to the chapeL" 

THE PROFLIGATE TURNED BOSfiR. 

A TOUNQ man, who in two or three 
years spent a hxiga patrimmy in pro- 
€%ate revels, was at last reduced to 
«iSolute want Qe went one day 

Vol. 2. 3 



out of his house with an intention to 
pat an end to his life, but, wandering 
awhile ahnost unconsciously, he same 
to the brow of an eminence which 
overlooked what were lately his es- 
ti^tes. Here he sat down, and re- 
mained fixed in thought a number of 
houn^ at the end of which he sprang 
from the ground vntii a vehement 
exulting motion. He had formed 
his resolution, which was, that all 
these estates should be his again. He 
had formed his plan, too, which he 
instantiy began to execute ; he walked 
hastily forward, determined to seize 
the very first opportunity, of however 
humble a kind, to gain any mcMiej, 
though it were ever so despicable a 
trifle, and resolved absolutely not to 
spend, if he could help it, a sinffle 
farthing of whatever he might obtam. 
The first thing that drew his atten- 
tion was a heap of coals shot out of 
carts on the pavement before a house: 
he offered hunself to shovel or wheel 
them into the place where they were 
to be laid, and was employed ; he re- 
ceived a few pence for nis labour, and 
then, in pursuance of the saving part 
of hij9 plan, requested some small gra- 
tuity of meat and drink, wiiich veas 
given him ; he then looked out for the 
next thing that might chance to offer, 
and went with indefetigable industry 
through a succession of servile em- 
plovments in different {daces of longer 
and shorter duration, still scrupu- 
lously avoiding as far as passible the 
expense of a penny. He promptiy 
seized every opportunity which could 
advance his design, without regarding 
the meanness of the employment^ or 
the degradation of appearance : by 
this course he had gamed after some 
time, money enoujgh to purchase, in 
order to sell agam, a few catUe, of 
which he had taken pains to under- 
stand the value. He speedily but 
cautiously turned his first gains into 
second aovantages; retain^ without 
a single deviation his extreme parsi- 
mony; and thus advanced by de- 
grees into laxeer transactions and in- 
cipient wealth. The final result was, 
that he move thi^ recovered his kwt 
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foetemoiaat and died an mTetenfe 
moBet, woidi flUt7 tbflinand popoda. 
•—So atianffe and oontndieto^ u the 
duuncterolraanll 

MOTBtTAim BBPROVED. 
«I RBMBMBSii," aaya Mr. Mt^ 
fhew Hemy, " wnen I was a ^ovng 
mai^ oomiag up to Londoii in the 
afeage coach, in King Jame^^a tine, 
iikdm happened to be a gentleman- in 
the oompanj that then waanoi afiaid 
to own ninMeif a Jeaoit : many nh- 
eonteis he and I had upon the ro«|, 
and thia waa one ; he was piaiaing 
tke custom, in pt^piab eoontfies, ^ 
Iwepin? the cNNb doora alivaya 
•pm, m people to go in at any time 
to aay their pmyers. I tald him that 
it looked too nraoh like tha'prnatioe 
•o^ihe Phariaeea, that pmyed in the 
synagogues, and did not agwe with 
Clunst's command, 'Thou, when 
tiiou praye^ enter not into the 
church with the doers openi but into 
tl^ closet, and shutthy doora:' When 
he was pressed witli' that argument, 
he replied with' some vehemenoe, ' I 
belieireyotfpfatestania say your pray- 
ers no where) for- (said he) I nave 
travelled a ^leet deal in the oeaek in> 
eompany with Pnteatanta, haveoftoi 
kdd in inns in the same room with' 
thnn, and have carefully- watohed 
them, and could never. peiceiiKa that 
any of them aaid tneii prayera, 
-night 01 momingy but one, and he 
was a PMibyterian^' " SnperstitieuB 
and self-righteouaaa the FkipiBta are, 
they are very attaentiv«. to the fiirm 
lU) leaat ; while it ia toe truetthatmany 
Protestants^ so called, newrpiay at 
nil: ^u est doceri abhoOe* 

TOB PUGILISTS. 
A SERIOUS youngman in the aimy, 
not having a place in the barracka m 
wJiich he waa quartered, wherein to 
poor out hia soul unto Gk>d.in secret, 
went one dark night intoa large fields 
adjoining. Hers he thought, no eye 
oouM see, nor hear, him, but: God's i 
butHe^ " whose theoghts are not as 
our thoughts," oidained otharwiae. 
- Two iuij^y-nen^.b«loBging..to thQ 



same reffhnent, in whose hearts en^ 
mity had k>ng subnsted against eadj 
other, were rMolved that mght to end 
it (as theysaid) by a battle; being 
prevented at daytime, tot ^ of pvh 
nishment They choae ihe a»m» 



samff 
field to fight a» tlia other had c^oseit 
to pray. Mow dio fieM was v«rr 
large, and they might have taken ^ 
ferent ways ; but they were led by^ 
Providence to the same spot wherft 
the young man was -engaged in thia 
delightftd exercise. They were sur^ 
priMd at hearing, as they thought, a 
voice in the field at that timeof night $ 
and much more so when they &ew 
nearer, and heard a man at prayers 
They halted, andmeattention; and, 
wenderftd to-teU, the prayer had aticn 
an' efi^ upon both, as tO' tnm tint 
enmity the;^bef(Memanilbstodta0ainflt 
each other into lovoi Theytookeaeh 
other instantly by the hand, and eot^ 
dialiy confessed^ that there remained 
no longer, in either of their breastsi 
hatred against each other. 

PDWCTCAWTY. 

NoTBiNo bo^ta6QnfideQce<sooner 
than/ punotuahtijF* ln< busineeej or 
religion, it is the tmepathto honour 
ina reepect, while itproewesa. felioi(> 
ty to Uie Biuid unknown to those wht 
makfe piDmiaes only to break > themi 
or sufier tfaemaeliws to< be^ so entaar 
gled in their oanceiaa^ as to be inctt»> 
pable of being their own masteorfti 
Whoever wiehea to advance his own 
interest) and tofsecure the anpiobatioB 
of others, must bepunotuu. 

" Punctualit^yt" says Dr. Johnson^ 
"ifi a quality which the/ interest of 
mankind reqoiDBS: to be diffused 
through all Uus ranks of life^ but 
which many seem to'conoder as a 
vulgar and ^pooblo vurtUjB, below the 
ambition^of 'greatness^ or attentian>of 
\fi^; scarcely req|uiflite amonest men 
of eaiety and spirit, and sold at its 
hiehest rate whea it ia cacrifiDed to a 
fraic^ fs ageett" 

It ia said of MelancOion, that, 
when he made an appointoient, he 
ezpeetad not only th« how^ but th» 
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ninBte, lo lie fixed, that the day 
adght not ran out in the idleness of 
•Oimense. , 

, Of Sir William Blackstone, we 
•re informed, that in reading his lee- 
^sfes, it oould not be remembeied 
that he ever made, hk audience wait 
^n^ien a £ew jmnutes beyond the time 
appointed, lojdbeed, punctualitj, in 
hu opinioD, was so much a virtue, 
that he eoold not bring himself to 
think perfectly well of any one who 
Was notoriously defective in this prac- 
tiee. 

The late Rev. Mr. Brewer, of 
Stepney, when a student, under the 
tuition of t^B Rev. Mr. Hubbard 
and Dr. Jennii^s, was always punc- 
tual in alteading the lectures at the 
lotor's house ; where the students, 
who then lodged and boarded in pri- 
^vate femilies^ were expected to assem- 
Ide at set heuts. One morning, the 
«k>ck had struck seven, and aS rose 
up for prayer; but the tutor look- 
ing round, and perceiving that Mr. 
Brewer was not yet come, paused 
awhile. Seeing; hmi now enter the 
room, he thus iudressed him : " Sir, 
the clock has struck, and we were 
Teady to begin ; but, as you were ab- 
sent, we supposed it was too fast, and 
therefere waited." The clock was 
actually too &st by some minutes. 

THE REFOBMER AND THE QUA- 
KEB. 

A couNTRT clergyman was twast- 
ing, in a large company, of the suc- 
cess he had met with in veforming his 
parishioneTs, on whom his labours, he 
eaid, had produced a wonderfolchange 
for the better. Being asked in what 
respect, he replied, that, when he 
eame first amons them, they were a 
«et of unmannerly clowns, who paid 
him no more deference thsJi they did 
to one another; did not so mudi as 
pull off tjieir hat when they spoke to 
him, but bawled out as roughly and 
fiuniliaily as though he was their 
«qual ; whereaa, now, they n6ver pre- 
sume to addiesa hun but cap in 
liand; and, in a aubmiasive voice, 
made him the boK bQw fdien ^ 



were at ten yards distance, and styled 
him your reverence^ at every wovd* 
A Gluaker, who had heard the whole 

Stiently, made answer, " And so^ 
end, the upshot of this reformatbn, 
of yiiadi thou hast so much carnal 
glorying, is, that thou hast taught thy 
people to worship thyseUl^' 

tTBB aSBTUL BEPROOFt 

Mr. 'HE>niY Staples, a holy mi- 
nister of the seventeenth century, 
had a xemarkabte tdent for rehgioua 
conversation. Wherever he visited, 
he usied to drop some useful word, 
and, even on the road, he would often 
speak to Strangers concerning the 
affairs of their souls. Having occa- 
sion to attend the assizes, at Molin- 
gar, in Ireland, a profane butcher 
occupied a stafi just under his Win- 
dow at the inn. Mr. St&ides, hear* 
ing him swear, opened the casem^nt^ 
reproved him, and shut it aeaifi. 
Tne butcher, continuing to muiti^y 
his (»ths, Mr. Staples set the win- 
dow open, that he might moro readi- 
ly continue his reproofe, which, at 
first, he received with all imaginable 
contempt. At length, however, Mr. 
Staples observed that the butcher, 
whenever he dropt an oath, looked 
up to see whether Mr. Staples noticed 
it. Tins encoura^ him to persist 
in his reproofs, which he did to goo4 
purpose; for, not only a present re- 
formation took place, but the mai^ 
was led into serious reflection on hie 
way^ and a change was produced. 
Some time after, when Mr. Staples 
came that way, he psJd him the 
greatest respect,; con&eed his ^ 
folly, and thanked him for his kind 
roproof. To another person, he said, 
" This good man has saved n^y soul 
firomheU!" 



RESPECT TO WISE AND OBEAT 

MSN. 

The peculiar excellencies of great 
men, certainly deserve our adnkira* 
tion ; and, it is much better te see 
merit revvarded by the tribute of ^ 
piMse^ titan tQ^Mhud it the oocaaioii 
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of envy, as u too frequently the 
We BDoiild be caotioiu, howeter, of 
running into an extreme ; for, while 
we juray acknowledge the talents of 
the wise, we should caiefully avoid 
the incense of flattery. The view 
of great qualities, and the remem- 
brance of distinguished characters, 
will always be grateful to a wise and 
|M)od man; but he must not fixrget, 
tnat all the exoeUencies of moitsils 
aPre only a few emanations fiom Him 
who is the fountain of all life^ light, 
and perfection. 

Such was the esteem in which 
Viigil was held, that one hundred 
thousand Romans rose up when he 
came into the theatre ; showing him 
4he same respect as they did Cesar 
himself. 

3ir Isaac Newton was so esteem- 
ed, that the Marquis de I'Hopital, 
dne of the greatest mathematicians 
of the age, said to the English who 
visited lum, *' Does Mr. Newton eat, 
drink, or deep, like other men 7 I 
represent him to myself as a celestial 
genius, entirely disengaged fhun 
matter." 

Such was the remect paid to 
Shakspeare by the public in general, 
that when the mulberry tree planted 
upon his estate by his own hands 
was cut down, not many years ago, 
the wood, being converted to several 
domestic uses, was all eagerly bought 
at a high price, and each single piece 
treasured up by its purchaser, as a 
precious memorial of the planter. 

^Bishop Atterbury having heard 
much of Dr. Berkley, wishM to see 
him ; accordingly he was introduced 
bj the Earl of Berkley. After some 
time. Dr. Berkley quitted the room ; 
on which Lord Berkley said to the 
Bishop, "Does my cousin answer 

SurLofdship'sexmctationsr' The 
^hop, lifting up his hands in asto- 
nishment, replied, " So mnch under- 
standing, so much knowledge^ 80 
much innocence, and such hvmUity, 
Ididnotthii^luulbeen the portioD 
«f any but angels, tiU 1 sftw this 
gentman.'' 
Pope sam»up huckuadflriiijQBe 



line. After mentioning rfome pas^ 
ticular virtues that &tinguisliml 
other prelates, he ascrflMs f 

" To BeiklejeveiyviitDetmdier Heaven.** , 

Such were the accomplishments^ 
wit, learning, judgment elocution, 
(together with a gracenil person,) 
and behaviour, of tluit eminent divine 
William Cartwright, that Bishop 
Fell paid him this encomium, '* thai 
he was the lUmoet that man could 
come to.** 

Scarcely any man was ever more 
honoured, alive as well as dead, than 
Livy, the Roman historian. Pliny 
the younger relates, that a native 

gentleman travelled from Gades, in 
tie extremest patts of Spain, to see 
Liyy ; and tho'ugh Rome abounded 
with more stupendous and curious 
spectacles than any city in the world,' 
yet he immediately returned : as i^ 
after having seen Li^t nothing 
ferther ooukl be worthy of his notice. 

Several persons who had r^ 
Justus Lipsius' works^ in Sarmatia, 
made a voyage inio the Low Coun- 
tries on purpose to see him. 

The first time that the celebrated 
Abbadie heard Saurin preach, he ex- 
claimed, "Is it an angel, or a man P 

Mr. liOcke thus speaks of Dr. 
Pococke :'* I can say of him what 
few men can say of any friend of 
their's^ nor I of any other of my 
acquamtance ; that I dfon^ remember 
lever saw in him any one action 
that I did or could in mj own mind 
Uame, or thought amiss m him." 

Some years ago, a traveller passing 
through Olentaont wished to see the 
county bouse of the femous Bishop 
Maaslion, in which he used to spend 
the jB^reatest part of the year. He 
apphed to an old vicar, who, since the 
death of the bishop, had never ven- 
tured to return to that country house, 
where he who inhabited it was no 
logger to be found. He consented, 
however, to gratify the desire of the 
teaveller, notwithstanding the pro- 
found grief he expected to suffi^r in 
revisiting a place so dear to his re^ 
memhnnee. They accordingly set 
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MttogefciMr-; asid Uw viour pointed 
out every partknlar place to the 
itnuQger. ''Then," said he, with 
tears in his eyes, " is the valley in 
which the exoellent prelate usea to 
walk with iu. There is the arbour 
in which he lued to rit and read. 
This is the garden he took pleasure 
in cultivating vnih his own nands." 
Then they entered the house ; and, 
when they came to the room where 
Massilon died, "This," said the 
vicar, "is the place where we lost 
him!" and as ne pronounced these 
Words, he iainted,-7-The ashes of 
Titus, or of Marcus Aurelius, might 
have envied such a tribute of regard 
and affection. 

Dr. Knox, in his Christian Philos- 
ophy, bears the following respectable 
testilhony to the character of Dr. 
Watts. " For mv ovni part, lean- 
not but think this gocni man ap- 
proached as nearly ip Christian per- 
fection as any mortal ever did in this 
sublunary state } and therefore I 
consider him as a better interpreter 
of the Christian doctrine than the 
most learned critics, who, proud of 
their reason and their learning, de- 
spised or neglected the very life and 
soul of Christianity, the living ever> 
lasting gospel, the supematuru ope- 
ration of divine grace." 

Tins artide might be gnwtly en- 
larged by the naoMs of Luther, Cal- 
vin, Eriuonus, Spanheim, Ussher, dec. 
Ae. but #e shall conclude with the 
foXkxmng* 

A lady, who was a zealous admirer 
of that great philanthropist Mr. 
fibwaid, eager to behold and con- 
viersewithsooelebrated amauj call- 
ed several times at his house before 
she could meet with him; and, when 
■he did gain admittance, her appear- 
ance was so tittle prepossessing, that 
the mind of Howard could not divert 
itself of a certain dread of assassin- 
ation. Her amazing height, her 
tout eneteinble wtw #o extremely mas- 
culine, that 'tile idea of a man di»- 
giiised in woman's clothes instantiv 
occurred, and he hastUy rai^ his bell, 
aod I7 a lookooD3inandedhfi SQivant 



to wait His fears were^ howevei^ 
groon^ess ; for the ffood woman, 
after havinff sufficienthr wearied hia 
patience with an enthusiastic and 
bombastic display of the vast venerar 
taon in which she held his labours in 
the cause of humanity, veiy quieUy 
took her leave, declaring she eovld 
now die in peaee, 

RESTITUTION. 

Our repentance cannot be very 
sincere where there is no restitution 
nrade to others whom we have injure 
ed. '4f it be a sin to. take that 
which is another man's from him by 
fraud or violence, it is the same, con- 
tinued and repeated, to detain and 
keep it from nim.'' ^'If we do not 
restore," says St Augustine, "that 
which we have injuriously detained 
from another, our repentance is not 
rtel, but feigned and hjmocriticaL" 

Mr. Samuel Fairclough, at thirteen 
years of age, hearinff his godfather, 
Mr. Samuel Wanl^ premshing ct 
Restitution, from the instance of 
Zaechous, and oft repeating that the 
sin vras not forgiven unless what was 
taken was restored, was so touched 
with remorse for the robbing of an 
orchard, that, alter a restiess nighty 
he went to a companion of his^ and 
told him that he was goin|^ to Mr. 
Jude, the owner, to carry him twelve 
pence for his three penny-worth at 
pears, of which he had wronged 
him. His companion, fearing a 
whipping from hb master, answered, 
<* Thou talkest like a fool, Sam» for 
God will foijffive us ten times sooner 
than old Jtt£ will forgive us onoe.'^ 
But Sam, being of another mind^ 
went to Jude's nouse, confessed the 
injury, and offered the money. Jude 
pardoned him ; but would take no 
money. This grieved him more ^ 
upon which he made aralication ta 
his spiritual fether, Mr. Ward, and 
opened to him the whole state of hift 
mind, who received and treated him 
witii great kindness and attention. 
' Mr. Richard AUeine, of Batcome^ 
in Somersetshire, published an -e:»^ 
oelkmt tiBatiBe in defence of ^trxik 

a* 
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felica], experimental, pnctical reli- 
gion, entitled, <* Vindicie Pictntu." 
It was printed in four parts, Imt they 
may sometimes be met with au 
bound together in one thick ISmo. 
Tolume. A man inY4)Tkshire mm 
this book at a sale, coveted it, and 
stole it : but u^ taking it home, 
and reading it, it proved the means 
of his conversion ; upon which he 
honestly took it back to tlie original 
owner, one Thomas Sawley, at 
Wood End, in Yorkshire, actuiow- 
ledging his crime in stealing it ; but 
blessing Ged, who had over-ruled it 
to the Mtlvation of his souL 

Mr. Bunough's, in a sermon on 
Ps. xvii. 14, hath these woids : 
^ These hands of mine had once 
i?ittt given to them, to be a means to 
convey ; to restore that which was 
taken wrongfully fifty yean before. 
The wrong was fifty ^ears ago : and 
after fifty years the conscience of the 
man troubles him, and he comes to 
bring, to restore that wrong, and de- 
fldres it may be conveyed to su<;h a 
place where he had done the wrong.'' 
{The reader will forgive the styte of 
the author.] 

A servant woman, in whom her 



of the letter which was found in th« 
house of a .cheese-foctor, ™^>"asng 
m shillings, and which had beoD 
privatdy pot under the door. 

uMr. , April 

"Some years pgo^ I stole a 
cheese from you, when you lost a 
many, by a rude mob, which cheese 
nught be worth three or four shillings; 
but I have gave you fliXy which you 

ought to have. Uoing to mee^ 

ine, there I heard a man preach, 
* Thou shalt not steal •' he reasoned 
so from it, that made me do this, 
which is your right: this was the 
34th of April, wnich I heard him 
preach." 

Let those who are conscious of 
dishonest actions in the da3rs of their 
ignorance learn from hence to SQand 
do likewise : and let preacheisleam, 
from this drcumstance, not to be 
afraid of preaching against particular 
sins, merely because uey may be call- 
edtegai 



BETI^TIONS AND ACKNOW- 
LEliOEMENT OF FAULTS, . 

I CONSIDER this article of impor 

tance, as it exhibits to us the genuine 

master placed great confidence for her spirit of Christianity, which teaches 

honesty, but who had robbed him, us to confess our foults, and Ukevrise 



at various times, to a oomnderabte 
amount, was awakened under the 
ministry of Mr. Pomfiret Some 
years sifter, Mr. Pomfiret, in a dis- 
course, was insisting: upon restitution 
as a necessary branch of repentance ; 
vBpon which she brought tnemoney 
to Mr. Pomfret, aduiowledging what 
she had done, who immemately re- 
turned it to the gentleman's son, say- 
ing, " Sir, you see the good ^foets of 
thewardofGodP 

A certain minister in War^ck- 
shire, preaching upon the . eighth 
commandment, observed, in the con- 
clusion of his discourse, that restitu- 
tion was neoessaxy in case of former 
dishonesty. The sermon, it seems^ 
produced some good effect; for it 
oblij^ a man who had been.active in 
a not twenty years befiDn to make 
lestitution^ The following is « c<^ 



places before us examples of humility 
worthy of our imitation. It is hard 
to say, I hh,ve done wrong; but, 
where we are culpable, our religion 
requires it, and it is more honourable 
to confess than to conceal, and show 
an obstinate spirit. 

Lewis Du Moulin, doctor of phy- 
sic, being in his last sickness visited 
by Dr. Bumei^ and admonished of 
the foul language used in his books 
against Pr. Btillngfleet, Dean of St, 
Paul's ; Dr. Durel Dean <rf Wind- 
sor; Dr. Patrick, Dean of Peterbo-. 
rough, dec desired Dr. Burnet to ask 
them pardon in his name ; and, wlien 
hftspfike of the Dean of St. Paul*& 
he expressed much sorrow,, and shed 
scHne tears^ and, upon thor motioi|>. 
signed the following recantation. 

" As for my books, in which I nnx-^ 
ed many personal lefieclioQs,^ I «IA 
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MiMible I vented too much of my 
own 'paarion and bitterneM; and 
tiwfefore I diwdaim all that is peraon- 
al in them, and am heartily sorry foit 
every thing I have written to the de- 
iammg of any person. I hamhiy beg 
God, and all those whom I have so 
wronged, pardon for Jeaua Chrises 
flUie ; and am resolved, if God shall 
Spare my life, never to meddle more 
vHth such personal things.; and do 
earnestly exhort all people, as a dy- 
ing man, that they, will study more 
love and mutual forbearance m their 
differences, and v?ill avoid all bitter 
and uncharitable reflections on (me 
another's persons. And, as I earn- 
estly pray those worthy men of the 
church of England to havd charity 
and tenderness for the dissenters 
from them, so I beg of the dissenters 
that they would have a due regard 
an^ respect to those of the chunm of 
England^ of many of whom I say 
now, let my soul be vtith theirs ; and 
tiiat all true protestants among us 
may heartily unite and concur in the 
defence and preservation of the holy 
reformed religion, now by the mercy 
of God, settl^ among us. And that 
men of all sides may, according to 
St. Paul's rule, cea»t to bite and de- 
vour one another ^ lest we be destroy- 
ed one of another ; and that, where- 
ntito we have already attained, we 
may walk by the same rule ; hopme 
that, if any man is otherwise nund^ 
in some lesser things, God shall d- 
ther reveal that to mem, or merciful- 
ly forpve it through Jesus Christ ; 
into whose hand I commend my 
spirit, and desire to appear before 
God in and through him, who gave 
himself for me : and therefore do now 
study to learn of him to be meek and 
lowly in heart, and to love all the 
brethren, as he loved me. 
** Tins, in sincerity of heart, I sign, 

** Lewis Du Modlin."^ 
' Mr. Howe had a particular intima- 
cy with Dr. TiUotson (afterwards 
flidilnshop.) The doctor preached 
a sermon at court on Joshua xziv. 
15. in which he asserted that "no 
BMA is obliged to preach against the 



religion of a oountnr, though a fisdad 
one, unless he has tne power of work- 
ing miracles."' Ki^ Charles depC 
most of the time.^ When the sermon 
was over, a certain nobleman said to 
him, " It's a tiity your majest^r slept^ 
for we have nad the rarest piece of 
Hobbism that ever you heard in your 
Ufe." " Odds fish," said the kin^ 
"he shall print it then ;" and inmie- 
diately caUed the Lord Chamberlain 
to ^ve his conmuind to the doctor to 
do it. When it came from the press^ 
the doctor, as was usual with him, 
sent it as a present to* Mr. fibwe; 
who, on the perusal, was grieved to 
find a sentiment which had so ill a 
tendency, and drew up a long letter, in 
which lie freely expostulatea with the 
doctor for giving such a wound to the 
reformation, and carried it hbnsel£ 
The doctor, upon the sight of it, 
moved for a little j[ourney into the 
country, that they might talk themat* 
ter over without interruption. Mr. 
Howe enlarged on the contents of the 
letter as they travelled in the chariot. 
The good doctor at length wept, and 
said mis was the most unhappy thing 
that had befallen him for a long 
time ; ovmed that what he had assert- 
ed was not to be maintained, and 
urged, in his excuse, that he had but 
little notice of preaching that day, 
and none of printing the sermon. 

While Mr. P. vroB one day inter- 
ring a corpse, he was suddei^ inter- 
rupted in nis duty by a vdoe of exe- 
cration and blasphemy. Instantly, 
veith a look of holy indignation, he 
turned to that part of the multitude 
whence the voice appeared to pro- 
ceed ; and singling out, as he suppos- 
ed, the guilty person, he publicly re- 
hviked her in terms as severe as the 
nature of the offence demanded. Af- 
ter the service was concluded, he re- 
ceived information that his rebuke 
had been improperly directed ; when 
he immediately recalled the people, 
who were then dispersing from the 
grave, and, pointing to the person 
whom he had unwittmgly injured, he 
expressed the utmost concern at hav-, 
ing confounded the innocent vith thft 
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^mkft a"^ dadHod ttaft, m hii omoir 
wm pobfici ao hi iWiimii polilicly to 
the iMidfltt of Um flflfimJAtd 
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BMine^t punehav ■! St. 
hmtd him thioir ' 




Mr.Ro- 



thingt aniiMt tht diMBBtin, wfaioh 
he thoiwlit not jiutifieUe. He de- 
tsnnuiea to wait on him for tH expb- 
natioiL Hedidioeeoovdin^jiaiid, 
having made hia oboamUioiia and 
eon^bioti^ Mr. R. lepUed, "I do 
not want to have any thing to ear to 
you Sir.'' "IfyoaWiUhMrmeb Sir," 
added the other, "I will tell 70a my 
name: I mnati Sir, acgnaint yon 
with my prof eaMon ; I am a pfotea- 
tant duaenting nuniater." "Sir," 
aaid Mr. Romaine, *'I neither wiah 
to knowyov name nor your profoe* 

oon." Upon which Mr. T bow- 

edi and took hia leave. Some time 
after, Mr. Romaine^ to the great aur- 
priae of hia hearer and reprover, re- 
tomed the viait, and, after the uaoal 

aahitation, *<WeU,Mr.T ^,Iam 

not come to renonnoe my principlea : 
I have not changed my aentimenta ; 
I will not give up my preference to. 
the choich of England; but I am 
come aa a Cbriatian, to make aome 
apology. I think my behaviour to 
you, Sir, the other daj, waa not be- 
C(nmng, nor such aa it ahould have 
been, " &c. The^ then ahook handa, 
and parted good frirada. 

RIOHBS. 
What immfmee peine are men at 
in order to acquire nchea 1 and when 
they are attained, alaa! what little 
consolation do they afibrd I '^ Power 
and riches," says one, ^ are enormous 
and operoae machines^ contrived to 
produce a few trifling oonvemenoes 
to the body, consisting of springs the 
most nice and delicate^ wnich must 
be kept in order with the most anx- 
ious attention, and whidi, in spite of 
all our care, are ready evcffy moment 
to burst into pieces and to crush in 
their ruins Uieir unfortunate poeseas- 
or. They are immense febrics, 
which it re^niiea the labour dt a fife 



to niaa ; whieh thieaten ewry bmm 
ment to ovcrwbefan the peiaon ikal 
dwells in them, and miich, whll» 
they atamit thoo^^h they may saT» 
him from amaUer inoonvenienoeB,caia 
protect him from none of the severer 
mdemenciea of the aeaaon. Thejr 
keep off the emmner shower, not tlie 
winter atorm ; bat leave him alway» 
aa much, andaometimesmore^ ^^P^*" 
ed than before, to anxiety, to fear, 
and toaoirow, to diseases, to dangeri 
and to death." 

Aartgen, a painter of merit, be* 
came so diatinguiahed, that the cele- 
brated Fiancia Floiis went to Ley- 
den out of mere curiosity to see him. 
He found him inhabiting a poor half- 
ruined hut, and in a verv mean style 
of living. He solicited nun to go to 
Antwerp, promiaing him wealth and 
rank suitaMe to his merit: but Aart- 
gen refiiaed, decJaring that he found 
more aweeto in his poverty than 
others did in diair riches. 

Abdalonymua, of the nr^al femily^ 
of Sidon, and descended m>m King 
Cinyras^ was contented to live in ob- 
scurity, and get his subsistence by 
cultivating a garden, while Stmto. 
was in possession of the crown oi 
Sidon. Alexander the Great, having 
deposed Stmto, inquired whether 
any of the race of Cinyraa was liv- 
ing, that he might set him on the 
throne. It was generally thought 
that the whole race vras extinct ; but 
at last, Abdalonymua was thought o^ 
and mentioned to Alexander, who 
immediatdly ordered some of hia 
soldiers to feteh him. They found 
the good man at work, happy in hia. 
poverty, and entirely a stranger to 
the noise of anns, vrith which all 
Asia vras at that time disturbed ; and 
they could scarcely persuade him 
that they were in earnest. Alexaur 
der was oonvinoed of his high de-. 
scent by the dignity that appeared in 
his person, but was desirous of learn- 
ing from him in what manner he 
bore his poverty. "I wish," said 
Abdalonymus^ *' I may bear my new 
condition aa welL These handa 
have supplied my neceasitiee i I haw- 
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ftni noAiiig. uad I hsn wanted 
iioCfai]]g.''—Thi]fl we seethataGon- 
ttfnted nind is a oontunial feast, 
while the abmidaiioe of the rich will 
not sufiet them to sleep. 

EpamiiMNidafl, though one of the 
greatest men Grreece ever produced. 
«nd who obtained many great and 
admirable victories, yet was such a 
eontemqier of riches, that, when he 
died, he left not enough to discharge 
the expenses of his funeral 

PauiUB iBmilius, when he had 
conquered Perseus, disdained to cast 
his eyes upon the immense riches 
which wese found in his treasury ; 
and olUy permitted his sons, who 
were fond of leaminff, to take the 
books of that king's library. 

Policrates bestowed five talents for 
a gift Upon otte Anacrisa, who for 
two nights after* was so troubled with 
cue how to keep them, and how to 
bestow them, that he carried them 
back again to Policrates, saying, 
** They were not worth the pains Es 
had already taken for them.'' 

Luther was remarkable for his 
contempt of riches, thou|^ fow men 
had a greater- opportunity of obtain- 
i^ them. The Elector of Saxony 
o&red him tlie produce of a mine at 
Snebeiff ; but ne nobly refused it, 
Jest it should prove an injury to him. 
^is enemtes were no strangers to 
tins selMeniaL When one of the 
popes asked a certain cardinal why 
they did not stop that man's mouth 
wim silver and gold, his Eminence 
leplied, " That (&rman beaat regards 
not money." In one of his eputles^ 
Luther sayt^ **I have received one 
hundred guilders firom Taubereim, 
and Schartts has given me fifbr ; so 
that I begin to fear lest Qod should 
vewaidmein ^ftivlife. But I declare 
I will not be satisfied with it. What 
have I to do with so much money 1 
I gave half of it to P. Priorus, and 
made the man gbd." 

"The taste of real glory and real 
jgreatness," says Rofm, "declines 
more and mors ttnongst us every day. 
Ifaw raisedfoffliliea, UBtoxicated with 
UuJY nddsR inaeue jof fortnnek sad 



whoseextravagantexpensesaieinsol^ 
fident to exh^st the Snunense tresr 
sures they have heaped up, lead us to 
work upon nothing as truly great 
and valuable but wealth, and that in 
abundance ; so that not only poverty, 
but a moderate income, is considered 
as an insupportable shame ; and all 
merit and honour tare made to consist 
in the magnificence of buildings^ 
furniture, equipage, and tables. 

" How difieient firom this bad taste 
are the instances we meet with in 
ancient history 1 We there see dic- 
tators and consuls brought from the 
oloughl How low in appearance I 
Yet those handa^ ffiown hard by 
labouring in the fieu, supported the 
tottering state, and saved the com- 
monwealth. Far from taking pains 
to grow rich, tftey refused the gold 
that was offered UMon, and found it 
more agreeaUe to command ovw 
those wha had it, than to possess it 
themselves. Many of their greatest 
men, as Aristides among the Ureek^ 
who had the management of the 
public treasures of Qreece for several 
years; Valerius Pubiicolas^ ]Vlene> 
nius Agrippa, and many others^ 
among the Komans, did not leave 
wherewithal to bury them when they 
died: in such honour was pover^ 
among them, and so despised were 
riches. We see a venerable old man, 
distingufehed by several triumphs^ 
feeding in a chimney comer upon the 
garden-stuff his own hands had 
planted and gathered. They had no 
great skill in disposing of entertain- 
ments ; but, in return, they knew 
how to conquer their ^mies in war, 
and to ffovem their citizens in peace. 
Mafi^iiiScent in their temples and 
pubuc buildings, and declared ene- 
mies of luxury in private persons, 
they contented themselves with mo> 
derate houses, which they adorned 
with the spoils of their enemies, and 
not of their countrymen. 

"Augustus, who had raised the 
Roman empire to a hieher pitch of 
ffrandeur toan ever it nad attained 
before, and who^ upon sight of the 
pompom binldiDgahe made in Rosm^ 
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goUty, and cbdaMd thai, m his eaox^ 
wu public, flo he deHted pubficly to 
■olicit tho piidfltt of Um ofiandMl 
pMty. 

Aminlitor flftan allaidiBff Mr. Ro- 
naiiie's ptemcAaag ■! St Donilui'i, 
hflaid him thtaw Mt veiy mmn 
thinffs afidnat the dumiten, wfaioh 
he thoo&t not joatifigbte. He de- 
tennined to waiton him lor aH expla- 
natioa. He did ao acooidin^ j i and, 
haviaff made hia obaervatioDa and 
compbintfl^ Mr. R. replied, "I do 
not want to have any thing to aay to 
you Sir." ''IfyoawiUhearineb Sir," 
added the other, " I will tell ^ou my 
name: I moat, Sir, acquaint yon 
with mj profeaaion ; I am a protea- 
tant duaenting miniater." "Sir," 
aaid Mr. Romaine, " I neither wiah 
to knowyoor name nor your piofisa- 
aion." I^n which Mr. T— ^ bow- 
edi and took his leave. Some time 
after, Mr. Roouune^ to the great aur- 
priae of hia hearsr and reprover, le- 
tomed the visit, and, after the usual 

salutation, **Well,Mr.T ^,Iam 

not come to renounce my principles : 
I have not changed my aentiments ; 
I will not give up my preference to 
tile chmch of £nglana*, but I am 
come as a Christian, to make aome 
apology. I think my behaviour to 
you. Sir, the other daj, was not be- 
conung, nor such as it should have 
been,'* &c. Tim then ahook hands, 
and parted good niraidB. 

RICHES. 

What immense pains are men at 
in order to aoqfuire nches 1 and when 
they are attained, alas! what little 
consolation do they afford 1 " Power 
and riches," says one, " are enormous 
and operose machines, contrived to 
produce a few trifling conveniences 
to the body, conristing of springs the 
most nice and delicate^ wnich must 
be kept in order with the most anx- 
ious attention, and whi<^ in spite of 
all our care, are ready every moment 
to burst into pieces, and to crush in 
their ruins their unfinrtunate possess- 
or. They are immense &biics, 
which it re^niiea the labour of a Mfe 



to nuas ; which thieaten every aio« 
ment to overwfaehn the person tljoifc 
dwells in them, and which, wlule 
they atamit though they may sav» 
him finom amaUer inconveniences, caft 
protect him from none of the severer 
indemendes of the season. They 
keep off the fommer shower, not tiie 
winter storm } bat leave him always 
as much, and sometimes more^ expos- 
ed than before, to anxiety, to iear, 
and to sorrow, to diseases, to danger, 
and to death." 

Aartgen, a painter of merit, be* 
came so distinguished, that the cele- 
brated Ffancia Floris went to Ley- 
den out of mere curioaity to see him. 
He found him inhalnting a poor half- 
ruined hut, and in a very mean style 
of living. He solicited nim to go to 
Antwerp, promising him wealth and 
rank suitable to his merit : but Aart- 
gen refused, declaring Uiat he found 
more sweeto in his poverty than 
others did in tiieir riches. 

Abdalonymus, of the roj^al fiunily 
of. Sidon, and descended from King 
Cinyias^ was contented to live in ob- 
scurity, and get his subsistence l^ 
cultivating a garden, while Strato 
was in possession of the crown c^ 
Sidon. Alexander the Great, having 
deposed Strato, inquired whether 
any o{ the race of Ginyras was liv- 
ing, that be might set him on the 
throne. It was generally thought 
that the whole race was extinct ; but 
at last, Abdalonymus was thought o^ 
and mentioned to Alexander, who 
immediately ordered some of his 
soldiers to fotoh him. They found 
the good man at work, happy in his 
poverty, and entirely a stranger to 
the noise of arma^ with whidi all 
Asia was at that time disturbed ; and 
they could scarcely persuade him 
that they were in earnest. Alexanr 
der was convinced of his high <!»-. 
scent by the dignity that appeared in 
his person, but was desirous of learn- 
ing froon him in what manner he 
bore his poverty. "I wish," said 
Abdalonymus^ " I may bear my new 
conditfon as welL These liaiids 
have supplied my necessities i I haw 
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ftni na^Mxut, uad I hKwe wanted 
notfauig/'—Thiu we see that a crai- 
tanted nind is a oootunial feast, 
Wriak the abundance of the rich will 
not suffet them to sleqi. 

Epamkondas, thoQgh one of the 
greatest men Greece ever produced, 
«nd who obtained many great and 
sdmirabfe victories, yet was such a 
eontemi^r of riches, that, when he 
died, he left not enough to discharge 
the expenses of his luneraL 

Pauiiis ^milius, when he had 
conquered Perseus, disdained to cast 
his eyes upoti the immense riches 
vriaca weve found in his treasoiy ; 
and <Mlly permitted his sons, who 
Here fond of learning, to take the 
books of that king's library. 

PoUcrates bestowed five talents for 
a gift Upon oile Anacrisa, who for 
two nights after* was so troubled with 
care how to kee|> them, and how to 
bestow them, thbt he carried them 
back again to Policrates, saying, 
** They were not worth the pains & 
ha/d. already taken for them.'' 

Luther w^ remarkable for his 
contempt of riches, thou|^ fow men 
had a greater- opportunity of obtain- 
i^ them. The Elector of Saxony 
o&red him tbe produce of a mine at 
Sneberff; but ne nobly refused it, 
Jest it should prove an injury to him. 
^is enemies were no strangers to 
this self-deniaL When one of the 
popes asked a certain cardinal why 
they did not stop that man's mouth 
with silver and gold, his Eminence 
teplied, " That Oerman beast regards 
not money." In one of his epistles, 
Luther says, "I have received one 
hundred guilders firom Taubereim, 
«nd Schartts has given me fifty ; so 
ibai I begin to fear lest God should 
reward me in this life. But I declare 
I will not be satisfied with it. What 
have I to do with so much money 1 
I gave half of it to P, Priorus, and 
made the man glad." 

" The taste of real gloiy and real 
jgieatness," says Rofin, ''declines 
more and more «nonflat us every day. 
Ifew raised ftmilies, mtoxicated with 
IJuJY nddsR increaae jof tetane^ and 



v^hoseextnvagantexpensesaie insii^ 
fident to exhiSkst the mmense trear 
sures they have heaped up, lead usta 
work upon nothing^ as truly great 
and valuable but wealth, and tlmt In 
abundance ; so that not only poverty, 
but a moderate income, is considered 
as an insupportable dtame; and all 
merit and honour tare made to ccmsist 
in the magnificence of buildingi% 
furniture, equipage, and tables. 

" How difieieint firom this bad taste 
are the instances we meet with in 
ancient histDry 1 We there sec dio- 
tators and consuls brought finom the 
plough! How low in appearance I 
Yet those handa^ ffiown hard by 
labouring in the fieu, supported the 
tottering state, and ssfved the com- 
monwealth. Far frtmi taking pains 
to grow rich, tftey refused the gold 
that was offered them, and found it 
more agreeaUe to conunand over 
those who had it, than to possess it 
themselves. Many oi their greatest 
men, as Aristides among the Greeks^ 
who had the management of te 
public treasures of Greece for several 
yeara; Valerius Publicolas^ ]Vlene> 
nius Agrippa, and many others^ 
among Uie Komans, did not leave 
wherewithal to bury them when they 
died: in such honour was pover^ 
among them, and so despised were 
riches. We see a venerable old man» 
distinguished by several triumphs^ 
feeding in a chimney comer upon the 
garden-stuff his own hanas had 
planted and gathered. They had no 
great skill in disposing of entertain- 
ments ; but, in return, they knew 
how to conquer their enemies in war, 
and to ffovem their citizens in peace. 
Magnificent in their temples and 
pubuc buildings, and declared ene- 
mies of luxury in private persons, 
they contented themselves with mo^ 
derate houses, which they adorned 
with the spoils of their enemies, and 
not of their countrymen. 

"Augustus, who had raised the 
Roman empire to a hisher pitch of 
nandeur tnan ever it bad attained 
before, and who^ upon sight of the 
poa^oasbinldiDgahe m«deinRam«^ 
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opposition ythkh. iht moat cogent ar- 
guments could not qoelL 

" If a handaome opportunity pre- 
aents itself)" aaya one, "it may not 
be amias to deal with an omnionatiire 
Mow, aa Biahop BiamhaH did with 
the popiah miasionary. When his 
antagonist would obgtinatelj main- 
tain whatever he had rashly advan- 
eed, the bishop drove the cusputant 
up into so narrow a comer, tnat he 
was forced to aiBrm that eating was 
drinking, and drinking was eating, 
in a material or bodily sense. This 
assertion was so big with palpable 
absurdities, that he needed no greater 
trophy if he could set under me Je- 
mitt's hand what he declared veith 
his tongue ; which being desired, 
was by the other, in bis heat and 
shame, to seem to retreat, as readilv 
granted. But upon cooler thoughts," 
says my auth(», "finding, perhaps, 
after tlie contest was over, that ne 
could not quench his thirst with a 
piece of bread, he reflected so sadly 
an the dishonour he had sufierea, 
that not being aUe to digest it, in ten 
days' time he died. 

THE RIGHTEOUS BEVERED. 

However a depraved heart may 
nse in enmity agamst those who are 
truly religious, yet their amiable tem- 
per, great prudence, and just deport- 
ment, strike the mind of others with 
such peculiar force, as to extort from 
them both confessions and respect 
not a little extraordinary. The £arl 
of Rochester acknowledged, that, 
even in the midst of his wild pa- 
roxysms, he had a secret veneration 
fat a good man. 

The venerable and fiunous mission- 
ary Swartz, had acjquured such a cha- 
racter among the heathen, that, when 
amoiur a barbarous and lawless ban- 
ditti, he was suffered to pass with his 
catechumen through contending par- 
ties of them unsuspected and unmo- 
lested. They said, " Let him alone 
— let him pass — he is a man <jf Ood /" 
This apostle of our own day has ssr 
ved the inhaUtants of a mrt from 
feriahing by &mine,when the iieigh- 



bouxing heathen have reftised to sup- 
ply it with provision on any oth6f 
assurance than that of his word. 
Even that tyrant, Hyder Ally, While 
he refused to negotiate in a certain 
treaty with others, said, " Send me 
Swartz ; send me the Christian Mia- 
sionary" said this Mahometan ; " / 
will treat with him, /or him only 
can I trust." 

Another fact, relative to this great 
man, is worth mentioning. When 
the late Rajah of Tanjore was dy- 
ing, and desired to commit his adopt- 
ed son, the present Rajah, to this 
missionary, and with him, of course, 
the care of his dominions, the Christ- 
ian, after the example of his Master, 
was not dazzled by the kingdoms of 
this world, nor the glory of them. 
He persuaded the dying prince to 
place the government of his son and 
nis affairs in other hands. But a 
greater honour was reserved for him, 
which he coiUd not refuse ; namely, 
that at his death, the present Rajah 
shed a flood of tears over his body, 
mourned deeply while attending ms 
funeral, and has written to En^and 
for a monument, which he intends to 
erect at Tanjore to the memory of 
his virtues. 

These anecdotes show us, better 
than a thousand arguments, the im- 
portance of character, and the pro- 
priety of the apostle's exhortanon, 
" Walk in wisdom towards ,£hem 
that are without." 

Mr. Erskine (father of the fenaous 
Ralph and Ebenezer Erskine)' was 
on his passage across the jPvth of 
Forth, between Leith and Kinghom 
when he found hinvself in the midst 
of very ungodly company, who were 
passengers with him zn the same ves- 
sel. It grieved him ejceedingly to hear 
the name of thegreit God perpetually 
pro&ned; the gcod old man was, at 
length, so afiect^ed, that he could bear 
it no longer, but, rismg suddenly from 
his seat, and taking hold of the mas^ 
he imcovered his head, waved his 
hat in the air, and cried aloud 
" Halloi hallo, haUo !" as if he had 
seen some object at adistance. ..The 



I 



filTTERTAimNO ANSODOTBH. 



37 



tfofftpan^ Was struck, and all was si- 
lence and attention. He then, with 
g(ea.t solemnity, pronounced the third 
tsommandment ; *' T^ou shalt fu4 take 
the name qf the Lord iky Ood in 
vatn, for the Lord toiU Tiot hold him 
guUtlesa that ta/»th hia name in 
tainJ* He then quitted the mast, 
covered his head, and sat down. At 
first the giddy company began to el- 
bow each other; then to titter ; at last 
the^ broke out into a loud laugh. In 
a little time their conversation be- 
came as bad or worse than ever. 
Above all the rest, eminent in wick- 
edness, was a lady who sat just op- 
posite Mr. Erskme, who took a 
malignant pleasure in repeating the 
sacred name almost every sentence, 
accompanied with smiles of derision 
and contempt, deagned to mortify 
this man of Uod. 

The long suffering and infinitely 
merciful Father of the Universe sel- 
dom interposes, even in such flagrant 
instances of pro&nity as this: but 
here was an exception ; when what 
hearing his word could not, terror 
soon enected. They proceeded on 
their voyage till they came between 
the islands and the Highlands on 
the other rade, when a storm sudden- 
ly arose, the sea began to swell, and 
the heavens, becoming black with 
douds, seemed to threaten vengeance 
upon the guilty crew. This cnange 
01 circumstances produced a visible 
alteration in their conduct and coun- 
tenances. The tempest raged ; the 
danger was imminent ; the skipper, 
no knger able to hold the helm, pro- 
nounced their doom to be certain and 
immediate death; when the lady, 
whose gaiety was now turned into 
the terrors of death, sprang across 
the boat, clasped her arms around 
Mr. Erddne's neck, and cried aloud, 
« If I die. Sir, I will die . with you !» 

It pleased an indulgent Gk)d, how- 
ever, to spare them : mey weathered 
the storm, and reached the wished-for 
shore in safety. There was no more 
swearing at mat time. Their con- 
tempt was converted into deep res- 
pect ; and when the company sepeiap 
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ted, it was with ■erious ftea^ and 
kyw bows to good Mr. Eiskine. 

THE SOOLD CONVERTED. 
The late Rev. Mr. W. relates the 
fbllowing cixcumstanoe, in one of his 
journals. ".Wednesday 9th, I rode 
o^er to a neighbouring town, to wait 
on a justice of the peace, a man of 
candour and understandmg, before 
whom I was informed their angry 
neighbouis had carried a whole wa- 
gon load of these new heretics fthe 
Methodists.) But when he asked 
what they had done, there was a 
deep silence, for that was a point 
their conductors had forgot! At 
length one said, " Why, they pretend 
to be better than other people ; and 
besides, they pray from morning to 
night.'' Mr. S. asked, "But have 
they done nothing besides T' " Yes, 
Sir," said an old man ; " an't please 
your worship, they have convarted 
my wifo. Tul she went among them, 
she had such a tongue, and now she 
is as quiet as a lamb !" ' ' Carry them 
back, carry them back," replied the 
justice, *' and let them convert all the 
scolds in the town." 



SCRIPTURE MISAPPLIED AND IRRE- 
VERENTLY USED. 

To pervert, misapply, or irreve- 
rently use the sacred scripture, whe- 
ther m the pulpit or in conversation, 
is an evil highly reprehensible. It 
leads to an impropNer fiuniliarity with 
the scrij^ture, furnishes an argument 
for the infidel, and is a proof either 
of our ignorance, error, levity, or ma- 
Ugnity. The sacred volume ought 
iJways to be treated with the greatest 
reverence; and whether we preach 
from it, or converse about it, it ought 
to be with the greatest seriousness 
and care. 

As it respects conversation, take 
the following example. "A person 
wishing to inform another he is allu- 
ded to, announces, in scripture lan- 
guage, "Thou art the man;" or, in 
excusing the attendance of a man 
Utelymairiedjthat " He has married 
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a wife, and thflvefare cannot come 
AnothiBr tells lu, " I have found my 
•heep which was lost ;" and I have 
beara a j^Mon, upon a piece o( busi- 
HBM taking a more ftvourable turn 
than expected, lebuke another locose- 
ly in the words of our Loid^ " O, thou 
ai little fiuth, wherefore didst thou 
doubt 1" which was followed by a 
lau^h ! I have also heard, and not in 
a single instance, persons fond of 
smoking tobacco invite others to have 
wiUi them "a burnt offering." 

A man in the island of Jersey, 
who was a notorious drunkard, would 
often drink half a pint of neat Hol- 
lands at a time, and with these words 
in his mouth : " Be not drunk with 
wine, wherein is excess, but be filled 
with the ^ri£." On other occasions, 
when drinking off a small glass, he 
would profandy quote these words : 
'^ Take heed that ye despise not one 
qf these little ones." 

As it respects the misapplication 
of scripture m the pulpit we nave too 
many instances. 

The following passage is found in 
a sermon preauied by a protestant 
cler^rman, at Bow Church, before 
the Society for Reformation of Man- 
ners. " As for those that dropped in 
by chance, or came out of custom or 
curiosity, or to spy out our liberty 
that we have in the Lordf or it may 
be, they knew not why themselves, 
they have the same freedom here, as 
in the devil's chapel, to stay as few 
or as many acts as they please ; and 
when the^ have heard as much as 
serves their turn, or something they 
do not like, or think it may be change 
or dinner time, they are free to be 
gone; and, as they came unsent and 
unlocked for, so they may depart not 
desired; and the only remark I shall 
make is, that they went ovifrom us^ 
hut they were not of us ; for if they 
Aad been of im, they woiUd no doubt 
have continued with iw." 

The typical parts have often been 
abused. Thus, according to some, 
]the snuffers signi^ sound arguments, 
ftithful admonitions, and dreadful 
•zcommunications. The grute qf 



nef-work shows the rich usefulneM 
of Jesus Christ for justification. Thv 
tree throton into the waters^ to 
sweeten them, is Jesus dhrist; 
and we are told, that in countries 
where the waters are venemoua, 
when the beasts come to drink, they 
all wait for the unicom, that so )m 
might first put in his horn, the virtue 
of which expels the venemous cor- 
ruption which was in the waters be- 
fore, and then they all drink of the 
same. O ! so should the Lord's peo- 
ple wait in the waters of a^ctioii 
upon Christ, their spiritual unicorn^ 
wno putteth down his long ^iom (^ 
grace to sweeten, &c. See Woiden's 
Types, ch. 9. 23, 25. "Types 
should," says one, " be handled cau- 
tiously and soberly, and always un- 
der the immediate direction of the 
New Testament writers. A man is 
always safo when he follows these 
guides." 

No book has been taken more li- 
berties with than that of the Canti- 
cles. 

A grave commentator thus all^o- 
rises. " Solomon's bed is the churdi ; 
the sixty valiant men about it are tile 
six working days of the week, and 
the ten commandments.; the thread 
of scarlet is a confession of faith in 
tiie doctrince of the Trinity and 
the death of Christ. My beloved put 
in his hand by the holes that is, 
Thomas put his hand into the side 
of Christ" This devout rhapsody 
the holy man calls heavenly food; 
and he advises his readers to live 
upon it VTith the lips of cogitations 
and the teeth of aomiration. — Phi' 
Ion. Carpath epise in Cantic. interp^ 
apud Bibliot Patrum^ torn. I. 

A man who allows his fimcy to 
play vdth scrijD^ure majr make any 
thing of it The following parallel, 
delivered in a sermon at St. Paul'& 
in London, before the gentiemen ra 
Nottinghamshire, on the day of their 
yearly least, is curious. 

The town of Nottingham doth run 
parallel with Jerusalem. Was Je- 
rusalem set upon precipitous hills 1 
and is not Nottingham alsol And 
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9M. the mountains stood round about 
JenunJem, do they not so about Not- 
tingham 1 And as there were two 
ftmous ascents in Jerusalem, is it net 
so in Nottingham 7 I need not tell 
you that the soul of man is a precious 
thing, and the loss thereof sad in 
any country; yet, methinks, in the 
affueish parts of Kent and Essex, 
wnere I have seen, sometimes, a 
whole parish sick together, the souls 
that miscarry thence seem but to go 
jGtom pu^atory to hell. But those 
that periui out of Nottinghamshire 
go from heaven to heU. When a 
■oul miscarries out of Nottin^ham- 
flhire, methinks in melancholy visions, 
I see the infemals flocking about it, 
and saying, "Art thou come from 
those pleasant mountains to these 
Stygian lakes 1" &c.— Was it worth 
a man's while to come, as the preach- 
er tells his auditors he did, " twenty- 
ibur miles in slobby weather," to 
preach such stuff as this 1 

A certain preacher took for his 
text Acts XX. 15. Pavl went a-foot 
to Asaoe ; and expatiated on the hu- 
mility of trading a-footf after the 
apostle's exam^e. Unluckily for this 
declaimer, ^m word vt^svsiv aoes not 
signify to go a-fbot ; it means to go 
l^ land : and he might as well have 
preached on the in^rmitiea of good 
men, and have proved that St. Paul 
was timorous of sailing. 

It would be easy to transcribe more 
instances of this kind, but I suppose 
the reader is already tired with the 
above. 

I shall only stop to express my 
grief that men whose business it is 
to inform others, should be so igno- 
rant themselves ; that they who pre- 
tend to illuminate^ should darken. 
Such characters who substitute fan- 
cy for jgenius, and contemptible sin- 
gularities for extraordinary powers, 
^ve but little evidence, in my opin- 
ion, of their being called to the sa- 
cred work of the xmnistry. And yet, 
alas ! how many of those miserable 
preachers have we, with whom mul- 
titudes, as miserable as themselves^ 
aie earned away ! 



SERVANTS. 

Sobriety, activity, fidelity, sub- 
mission, patience, punctuality, sino&- 
rity, and obedience to their masters, 
are required of servants: but it is re- 
gion which vrill make them shine. 
This will enable them not merely to 
fill up, but to adorn their stations. 
This will sweeten aJI their toils, pro- 
duce contentment in the place which 
Providence hath allotted them, and 
teach them to look forward to that 
happy period, when they shall be 
elevated to those honours which are 
immortal, and those glories which 
shall never fade. 

The Faithful Servants. 

At the recent banishment of the 
famous Barthelemy, it is said, Ida 
servant Le Tellier came running up, 
just as his master was getting into 
the carriage, vrith an orcter from tiie 
Directory permitting him to accom- 
pany his master. He delivered it to 
Angereau, who, having read, said, 
" You are determined, then, to share 
the &te of these men ^ho are lost 
for ever*? Whatever events await 
them, be assured they will never re- 
turn." "My mind is made up,'* 
answered Le Tellier; "I shall be 
but too happy to share the misfor-* 
tunes of my master." — " Well, then," 
replied Angereau ; " go, fanatic, and 
perish vrith him:" at the same tioM 
adding, " Soldiers, let this man be 
watched as closely as those miscre- 
ants." Le Tellier threw himself oil 
his knees before his master, who waa 
but too happy at this awful moment 
to press so affectionate a fiiend to his 
bosom. ** This worthy fellow," say 
they, "has constantly shown the 
same courage and attachment, and 
we have always treated and consider- 
ed him as one of our companions." 

A Portuguese slave, who had fled 
into the woods to enjoy the liberty 
which was his natural right, having 
heard that, his old master was-arrest- 
ed and likely to be condemned for a 
capital crime, came into the court of 
justice, assumed the guilt of the 6ct^ 
suffered himself to be im|«isoned» 
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Inought &]fle tlioiigh judicial j^ioofii of 
hig crime, and was executed in stead 
of hiB beloved master. Though we 
must condemn this conduct as an un- 
justi£able sacrifice of truth and of his 
own Ufe, yet we cannot but admire 
the affection, greatness, generosity, 
and gratitude m mind here displayed. 

A gentleman of respectability. Dr. 

L i was lately confined for some 

time in the Kind's Bench prison; 
while his fortune, mvdlved in a chan- 
cery suit, was unjustly withheld from 
liinn Durinff this distressing period 
he was obliged, by poverty, to tell his 
negro servant tha^ however repug- 
nant to his feelings, they must part, 
his pecuniary difficulties being now 
such, that he was unable to provide 
himself with the necessaries of life. 
The negro replied, with affectionate 
warmth, " Noy masaa, loemll never 
part: many a year have you kept 
m«, and runo I will keep you,** Ac- 
cordingly he went out to work as a. 
day labourer, and at the end of every 
week feithfully brought his earnings 
to his master ; which proved sum- 
dent for Uie support of both of them, 
until the recent decision of the cban- 
cery suit, by which the doctor ob- 
tained an award of thirty thousand 
pounds. Very much to the doctor's 
honour, he has settled a handsome 
annuity for life on this fidthfol and 
afiectionate negro. 

The foUowmg declaration, made 
in a court of justice, ought to be well 
considered by unfaithfiu and wicked 
servants : — 

At a late trial at the Old Bailey of 
a man who had robbed his master, 
whose extreme lenitj induced him to 
desist from prosecuting to conviction, 
although a bill of indictment had been 
found, the judge remarked, '* I would 
have servants know^ when they are 
convicted of abusing the cor^/hience 
reposed in thern^ which in many ca- 
Ks is urdimitedy that it is a rule 
with his majesty never 'to extend 
mercy to them J* 

Servants should be honest, dili- 
gent, and civil, if it be only out of re^ 
ipect to themselves. Who la not 



struck with the answer of that slavey 
which history reooidS| who^ standing 
among others for sale, and being ask- 
ed by a purchaser, ** WiH thou be 
fiuthfol if I buy theeT' replied, 
*' Yes; whether you buy me or not,** 

Religious Servants. 

" I have often been encouraged,'' 
says one, "when from the pulpit I 
have met a servant's attention, when 
I have seen them listening to a profit- 
able remark while waiting in the par- 
lour. I have been pleased to meet them 
at a bookseller's, inquiring for some 
instructive publication; and have 
been ready to say, upon sudi an oc- 
casion, ' BLappy b the man (what* 
ever be his station^ that getteth un- 
derstanding *, for sne is a tree of tile 
to them that lay hold upon her.'^' — 
Prov. iil 13, 18. 

The servants of Lord were 

greatly impressed, and evidently re» 
formed, under the preaching of the 

gospel at . His lordship being 

one day on the promenade, was jeer- 
ed by some of the company upon the 
revolution which had taken place 
among his servants by a change of 
their religion. The noble lord repli- 
ed, " As to the change of their rdi- 
gion, or what their religious sentiy 
ments are, I cannot t^ ; but one 
thing I know, that, since tiiey have 
changed their rri^on, they have 
been much better servants, and shall 
meet with no opposition from me." — 
How happy is it wh«i our good con- 
duct puts to silence the ignorance i^ 
foolish speakers f 

A veiy interesting anecdote is re- 
lated by a gentleman, who lately visit- 
ed the north of Ireland, of the influ- 
ence which the religion of a servant 
Tnaid had upon a whole fiunily in 
that country. " The fiimily (he says) 
were dissenters; but dissenter, in 
many parts of Ireland, is but another 
name for an Arian or Socinian. The 
poor girl was much ridiculed for her 
religion by the young ladies, but (fid 
not render evil for e^ ; on the con- 
trary, she would allow them to laugh 
at her, and then mildly tewm. with 
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fhem. She made it her study to be 
attentive and uaeful to them; took 
opportunities to speak to them about 
rehgion ; and would offer to read the 
sacred scriptures to them when they 
went to bed. They com^ionly feU 
asleen, and that in a little time, un- 
der tne sound ; but she was not di8> 
eouraged.-Having exemplified Chris- 
tianity in her life, Providence sent a 
Ifever to remove her to a better state. 
The young ladies were not permitted 
to see her during her illness; but 
they heard of her behaviour, which 
did not lessen the impression which 
her previous conduct had made upon 
them. Soon after, the two elder be- 
gan to make a profession of real re- 
ugion : the little leaven spread ; and 
now all the nine young ladies appear 
truly pious. Nor is religion, in this 
highly fiivoured fimoily, confined to 
them ; other means were employed by 



score years of age. His master at- 
tended him in some of his last mo* 
ments. 

"Some years ago," says a good 
writer, " I became acquainted with a 
servant whom I shall call Lucius s 
one who, knowing the human heart 
in its deceitfulness and depravity, 
stood before his God like the publi- 
can smiting upon his breast ; but be- 
fore his master he stood with an in- 
tegrity, and diligence which his mas- 
ter had long observed, and which at 
length gained his entire confidence. 

Lord thought and talked of 

Christianity like many more who 
have it yet to l^im, but he was con- 
strained to sdmire its effects in \dk 
servant Lucius. He saw in him evi- 
dent narks of the fear of God, the 
consolations of the gospel, the truth 
it enjoins, and the devotion it in- 
gpires. But while he beheld all this 



God in producing this great change ; «/ a ^iiigular matter of fiict, main- 
hut one of the two, who first became I ^ainecf and exercised in a house like 

" ' his^'^e was equally struck in observ- 

ing that Ludus was one of the most 
ktimble and attentive of his domesK 
tics, and no less eminent as a servant^ 



serious, informed me, that she chie^ 
ascribed it to the life and death oftbe 
servant maid." 

Old Robert, 



J. B- — ^n, Esq. had aiervsat of than as a saint. The unbelieving 



the name of' Robert Pssfield^ better 
known by the name rf Ofd Robert, 
who was a fether in his Amily to the 
rest of Ins servants. He was utterly 
unlearned, being unable either to 
write or to i«id, yet of so strong a 
memory, as to become a kind of m- 
^x to the fiimily to call to mind 
whatever had been lost in the hear- 
ing of the word. This he did by 
means of a girdle of his tfwn inven- 
tion, upon which all the books and 
ebi^>ters of the Bible were divided in- 
to spaces : the chapters were marked 
by a lonff point or thong, and the 
venes bylmots. By the help of this 
Instrument he attained to an admira- 
ble feculty of repeating what he had 
been hearing, to the astonishment of 
many and uie edi^inj^ of all. He 
had an excellent gift in prayer, and 
npat fluency in religious conversa- 
tion. He wa^ therefore, in high es- 
teem in the fiunily till the day of his 
death, when he waa nearly fi>iir- 



lord continued, while he lived, to a£ 
Vance and vindicate the Christian 
servant, and, dying, be(]ueathed a 
solid testimony of ms virtues. To 
Lucius the servanto also looked as to 
a common friend or brother : he in- 
structed them, he assisted them, he 
reconciled them ; he was their exam- 
ple J and if there were any more fool-, 
ish and profligate than the rest, he 
had the nonour of their reproach. I 
need only to add, that T mention thia 
feet, as well as the former, to show 
how honourable a part such servants 
sustain in society : to show that true 
reh^on is the same in every age ; to ' 
exhibit the fruits of genuine Christi- 
anity wherever it is found ; and to 
encourage servants to higher alma 
than they usually entertain." 

" Lydui," continues the same au- 
thor, " is the servant of a small fami- 
ly, whose mistress I lately visited af> 
ter a long illness. 'Sir,' said she^ 
' the girl who has just left the zoom it 
4* 



42 



BEUSIOOS^ MOKAL, i 



a gnuMt eomfbit to ma than I can 
expiM. She watehM me with the 
aflmion of a ^f bter, and tha otic 
of a DDiK. WEui mj complaiiil* 

Bake me peevish, ahei ' 

thing to •ootbe loB. _ 

her taking pains to diaoariT what 
woold add to my comfiirL mi trfUtt 
am wcHiited mtb the tioa^ I wiih 
Ibr, betbre 1 can cipreM it in waida. 
I Bvo without TOspidon, Sir 1 per- 

■cnipuloot; : m; chief comphiint in, 
thai ihe tnbis eo much care oT me, 
that 1 cannot make hei take niffi- 
liont careofhersell'—I haTOotaerv- 
ed, said 1, her atteation at chiuch, as 
well M when waiting ufon too, 

■' ' Mj Bcrtant,' continoed ihs, ' ia 
a ChrisDan, and, in m; lata djatme, 
affi>rded me her pnyen, s* well u 
ber leare. Hei parenta weie too 
poor to gi™ her any ediioaitm ; tat 
she haa taught herself to rt.,j, .,^ 
fiiequentiy rrada the Seriplnrr!. \i, me. 
Not* and then, while she ~ ~ 
her heart ia too full to be i, .. .. „. 
on the jHaaage ; and then ahe iiOfK 
an eipression or two, aocompanied 
vilh anch aimplicily and meamne, aa 
brine to my mind those words, / 
Iftoift Ihte, O Father, Lord nf ' 
' arth, that thou ' 



treating hit One* to ordain him. — 
The good Ualaip lodied on bin) with 
^ (not a diadainful,) count«- 
nanee, slid aaked him what he was 1 
"A blackanua," amd he.— "Hast 
thon an> learning 7" said llut Inahop. 
" No other birt an mother lon^pie," 
said the smith. — " Canst thou answa 
gainnyers V continued the biehop : 
''dost tbcAi not know this kingdom 
of Ireland ia filled with piieMs and 
jesnilsr' The smith reldied, that if 
big QrEu:e would examine Mm, be 
would answer ium ai --"-- •- ■-" 
alMlit^. Whereupon, I 



tried bim ai 



^e from the ^ 



iandjif 



dent, and hati revealed than mite 
babes. In short, 1 eeloem her one of 
the moat valuable gifta I ever receiyed 
from an indulgent Proridenot, afid 
never could have auppoeed, that ao 
much of my comJbrt depended on the 
fidlbfUaeas and core of a poor i 

" Afkei saying some thinga to 
cotniige this worthy nrl, sal pea 
her in gong away, fcould not tiel[ 
■aymg, alao, to myself, How 



thelp 



I historians call up all 



thor olaqDence to adoni I" 



TBE BHITB TURHED PKEAOHIR. 



d pointa 



of di- 



iailT ; m which the smith gave turn 
EiligUction, to liia great admiration. 
TIk biabop asked him what pariah 
he lived in 1 He told bim, and that 
the mituater of the place was very 

u^ly, and seldom preached. 

"Well," said the bishop, "I see thou 
haat good natural parts ; I will vmta 
to the ministec lo let thee have hi* 
notes lo preach {" which, as aoon as 
th> unitli received, be got a gown 
and mounted the pulpit. The bishop 
unt Di« of hia chapfaina to hear bim. 
Tbt cbftpLaiti acquainted hia Grace 
th«i h. defimred all by memiwy with 
great «8«tioii and pathos. The W- 
ahop thoughl, iriUun bimseli; that 
thia man migbl dn aome good ; ao 
sent for bim, and not onlj ordained 
bim, but gave Mm a livSng of SOt. 
yer annum. In that f^Sb, there 



7^ Praying SUdier. 
DuBiNQ the h^ unhappy commo- 
tions in Irelaitd, a private soldier in 
the anny of Lord Comwallis, was 
daily observed to be absent from hia 
qnarters, and from the CMnpany of 
bis feUoH-aoldien. He begui to he 
suspected of withdiawing binweU^ 
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Ibr the purpose of holding intercourse 
"With the rebels, and, on this suspicion, 
probably increased by the malice of 
iiis wicked comrades, ne was tried by 
a court-martial and condemned to die. 
The marquis, bearing of this, wished 
to examine the minutes of the trial ; 
and, not being satisfied, sent for the 
man to converse with him. Upon be- 
ing interrogated, the prisoner solemn- 
ly disavowed every treasonable prac- 
tice, or intention, declared his sincere 
attacK^ient to his sovereign, and his 
reacMpss to live and die in his ser- 
vice ]i^he affirmed, that the real cause 
of his frequent absence was, that he 
mighj; obtain a place of retirement, 
for the p»un>ose of private prayer, for 
which his lordship knew he had no 
opportunity among his pro&ne com- 
raues, who had become his enemies 
merely on account of his profession 
of religion. He said he had made 
this defence on his trial, but the offi- 
cers thought it so improbable, that 
they paid no attention to it. The 
marquis, in order to satisfy himself as 
to the truth of his defence, observed, 
that, if so, he must have ac<][uired 
some considerable aptness in this ex- 
ercise. The poor man replied, that, 
as to aUlity, he had nothing to boast 
of. The marquis then insisted on his 
kneeling down, and praying aloud 
before him ; which he did, and pour- 
ed forth his soul before God with such 
copiousness, fluency, and ardour, that 
the marquis took nim by the hand, 
and said, he was satisfied, that no 
man could pray in that manner who 
did not live in the habit of intercourse 
with his God. He not only revoked 
the sentence, but received him into 
his peculiar favour, placing him 
among his personal attendants, and 
the way to promotion. 

On reading the above, every seri- 
ous mind will be led to reflect on the 
remarkable intervention of Provi- 
dence in behalf of this man of prayer ; 
for this is the most prominent feature 
in the ChrisUan character. He could 
not live vnthout prayer, though he 
thereby exposed himself to the sus- 
picioA luuf hatxed of hi9 associates, 



and even endangered his life; but 
that Grod, whom, like Daniel, he 
served, knew how to deliver him in 
the nerilous hour; and, not only 
heara his prayers, but made the ex- 
ercise of this duty itself the mean 6i 
his deliverance. — O, how does this 
reproach those who live without 
prayer, though they have every op- 
portunity for retirement, unseen, and 
unsuspected! 

This anecdote, also, does real ho- 
nour to the character of the illustrious 
marquis, and to the British nation, 
who can boast of commanders warm- 
ly attached to that religion and piety 
which so many, in the present day, 
treat with contemptuous scorn. 

The Reformed Soldier. 

A soldier, not long since, becoming 
visibly religious^ met with no little 
railii^, botn from his comrades and 
his officers. He was the servant of 
one of the latter. At length, his 
master asked him, "Richard, what 
good has your religion done you?'' 
The soldier made this discreet an- 
swer : " Sir, before I was religious, I 
used to get drunk ; now I am sobier. 
I used to neglect your business ; now 
I perform it diligently.'' The officer 
was silenced, and seemed to be satis- 
fied. For so b the wiU of God, that, 
with well-doing, ye may put to si- 
lence the ignorance df foolish men. 
1 Peter ii. 15. 

THE POOR STUDENT IN DANOEB. 

Bishop Horne, when a student, 
was very desirous of purchasing the 
Hebrew Concordance, of Marius de 
Calasio; but, not knowing how to 
purchase it out of his allowance, or 
to ask his father, in plain terms, to 
make him a present of^ it he told him 
the following story, and left the mo- 
ral of it to speak for itself. 

In the last age, when Bishop Wal- 
ton's Polyglot was first published, 
there was at Cambridge, a Mr. Ed-^ 
wards, passionately fond of Oriental 
learning, who afterwards went by the 
name of Rabbi Edwards: he was a 
good man, and a good scholar^ bu^ 
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bemg lather young in the Uniyeni- 1 plicate may Jw a curae ; what ap- 



ty, and not very rich, Walton's great 
work was ftr ahore hia pocket Ne- 
ywtheleia, not being able to sleep 
well without it, he add his bed and 
•ome of his fumitnre, and made the 

Eorchase : in consequence of which, 
e was obliged to sleep in a laijp 
chest, ori^nally made to hold his 
clothes. But getting into his cheat 
one night rather incautiously, the lid 
of it, which had a bolt with a spring, 
fell down upon him, and lockra him 
m past recovery ; and there he lay 
well nigh smothered to death. In 
the morning, Edwards^ who was al- 
ways an* exact man. not appearing, 
it was wondered wlmt haa become 
of him ; till, at last, hb bed-maker, 
or the person who, in better time, had 
been hia bed'tnakert being alarmed, 
went to his chambers time enough to 
release him ; and, the accident getting 
air, came to the ears of his mends^ 
who soon redeemed liis bed for him. 
This aorjj Mr. Home told his fa- 
ther; and it had the desired effect 

His fitther immediately sent him 
the money; fin: which he returned 
him abundant thanks, promising to 
repay him in the only possiUe way, 
viz. that of using the bookf to the 
best advantage They wer^ without 
question, dihgently turned over while 
he worked at nis Commentary on the 
Psalms^ and yielded him no small as- 
sistance. 

BCBBOSdlOlt TO OOD'B WILL. 

However dark and mysterious 
tbs dispensations of Di^e Provi- 
dence may appear to us. it becomes 
us to resign ourselves to the sovereign 
pleasure of Him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own 
will. Let us consider how Bttle we 
know of the Divine i^ans. ^ A Pro- 
vidence occurs,'' says one ; " it strikes 
xm^ we endeavour to e:cplBin it^but 
ai« we certain that we have sdoed 
tbe trui meaning 1 Peibapa whet 
We take as an end may be only the 
way; what we take as the Whole may 
be only 4 part; what we deprecate 
nuiy be a Uetslng, aad what we sup- 



pears confusbn may be the tenden- 
cies of order ; and what looks like the 
disasters of Providence may be the 
preparation of its triumph.'' It is 
not for us flnful mortals, however 
tried, either to dictate or to be impa- 
tient Besides, it is only for us to 
look back, and we shall see the dark- 
ness gradually dispersing, and fresh 
and increasing light thrown on those 
events which appeared at first so 
mysterious. 

There was a good woman, who, 
when she was ill, being asked whe- 
ther she was willing to live or die, 
answered, "Which God pleaseth." 
But^ said one that stood by, " If God 
should refer it to you, which would 
you choose 7" " Truly," said she, " if 
God should refer it to me, I would 
even refer it to him again." 

A gentleman meetmg with a shep- 
herd m a mist^ morning, asked him 
what weather it would be.—" It will 
be," said the shepherd, " what wea- 
ther pleaseth me ;" and being asked 
to express his meaning, said, ** Sir, it 
shall DC what weather pleaseth God ; 
and what weather pleaseth God, 
pleaseth me." 

"I see God will have all my heart, 
and he shall have it," was a fine re- 
flection made by a ladv when news 
was brought of two children drowned, 
whom she loved very much. 

How few can say as Mauritius the 
Emperor did! When he saw his 
wife and children slain before his eyes 
by the traitor Phocas, he said, 
"Righteous art thou, O Lord, and 
upright are tiiy judgments." 

"uis a dangerous thing to provoke 
God by obstinate grie^ lest a worse 
thing come upon us. Where one 
tear fells upon the account of com- 
fdvhig with God's will, a multitude 
fhU in consequence of having our own 
will Not only the miseries of this 
life, but of the ufe to come, are owing 
to this unresigned self-will. It may 
be written oil many a tomb, "Here 
lies the bodv of N. N. because he 
would have his own will." 

**Let us, tiierefore, learn to eohi- 
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\rate this spirit of sabmission to God. 
Let us consider what a reproach an 
impatient disposition is to us as 
Gluristians ; as if Grod with all his 
perfections, and heaven with all its 
glories, were nothing : no ; nothing 
to that child, that husband, that wife, 
that estate. I have seen a grief so 
stubborn and savage, as to prove in- 
sensible to all the principles and pros- 
pects that could be mentioned." 

In such cases we &1I short of many 
excellent heathens. We are outdone 
by those with whom we are ashamed 
to be compared, considering all 
things. Some of them had noble sen- 
timents under the loss of estates, re- 
lations, or friends. Zeno lost all in 
a shipwreck ; he protested it was the 
best voyage he ever made in his life, 
because it proved the occasion of be- 
taking himself to the study of virtue 
and philosophy. Seneca says, he 
enjoyed his relations as one tfaiat was 
to lose them ; and lost them as one 
who had them still in possession. 

A Spartan woman had five sons 
in the army on the day of battle. 
When a soldier came running from 

the camp to the city to bring tiding { received the company with perfect 
she, waiting at the gate to hear his civility; told them she happened to. 
xeport, asked, What news 7 Says the i have some chickens ready for th» 
messenger. Thy Jive sotis are slain. ' spit, and that supper should be got as 
You fooli says she, 1 did not ask soon as possible. The supper was 



as usual, with his jovial companirais^ 
at a tavern, the conversationhappen- 
ed to turn on the excellencies and 
faults of their wives, the husband just 
mentioned gave the highest encomi- 
ums of his wife, saying she was all 
that was excellent, onr^ she was a 
d— d methodist '^ Notwithstand- 
ing which," said he, "such is her 
command of her temper, that were I 
to take you, gentlemen, home with 
meat midnight, and order her to rise 
and get you a supper, she would be 
all submission and cheerfulness." 
The company looking upon this 
merely as a brag, dared him to make 
the experiment hj a considerable wa- 
ger. The bargam was made, and 
about midnight the company adjourn- 
ed, as proposed. Being admitted, 
" Where is your mistress V* said the 
husband to the maid servant who sat 
up for him. *< She is gone to bed, 
Sir." **Call her up," sud he. " Tdl 
her I have brought some friends home 
with me, and desire she would eet 
up, and prepare them a supper." Tne 
good woman obeyed the unreasonable 
summons ; dressed, came down, and 



qfter them. How goes it in the field 
qf battle? Why^ says the messenger, 
106 have gained the victory ; Sparta 
is safe, TTien let us be thankful^ 
B&jB she, to the ^ods, for our deliver- 
ance and continued freedom! — Se- 
neca speaks to Grod in such language 
as this : " I only want to know your 
will : as soon as I know what that 
IS, I am always of the same mind. I 
do not say you have taken from me ; 
that looks as if I were unwilling ; 
but that you have accepted fix»m me ; 
which I am ready to offer." 



THE SUBMISSIVE WIFE. 
A MARRIED woman was called ef- 
ftctually by Divine grace, and became 
an exemplary Christian; but her 
huBbaiid was a lover of pleasure and 
eimxL Whenspei^dixig an evening, I mynelf were botli in a carnal atatoi^ 



accordingly served up? when she 
performed the honours of the table 
with as much cheerfulness as if she 
had expected company at a proper 
season. 

After supper, the guests could not 
refrain from expressing their astonish- 
ment. One of them particularly, 
more sober than the rest, thus ad- 
dressed himself to the lady: "Ma- 
dam," said he, '* your civility fills us 
all with surprise. Our unreasonable 
visit is in consequence of a wager, 
which we have certainly lost. As 
you are a very religious person, and 
cannot approve of our conduct, give 
me leave to ask, what can possibhr 
induce you to behave with so much 
kindness to us?" '' Sur," replied she^ 
"when I married, my husband and 
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XthiuplMMd God to ciiU mBMtof 
thai dangetous condition. Mr hni* 
IaimI conttnnei in it I tvenm finr 
Jusfotun ilnte. Were he to die •• lie 
M, he must be miaenible for ever; I 
tiunk it, therefore, my duty to vender 
lue present existenoe as oorafortabfe 
aepoedible." 

This wise and fidthfol reply af- 
fected the whole company. It \ie& an 
impresflion of sieat use on the hue- 
band's mind. "Do you, my dear,'' said 
he, "really think I should beetamaliy 
misentble 1 1 thank yon for the warn- 
ing. By the grace of GkMJ, I will 
change my conduct" From that 
time he benme another man, a seii- 
oos Cluristian, and consequently a 
good husband. 

" Married Christians, especially 
you who have unconverted partners, 
receive the admonitbn intended by 
this plettimg anecdote. Pray and 
labour for their conversion, for 
<Whaft knowest thoiH O wife I 
whether thou shalt save thy husband? 
Or how knowest thou, O man! 
whether thou shalt save tiiy wifel' " 
1 Cor. ^16. 



THB RSFORMBD WIFE. 

A MAN once came to the late Mr. 
Scott, of Matlock, eomphuning of 
his wife. He said she was so ex- 
ceedingly ill-tempeied, and she studi- 
ously tormented him in such a varie- 
ty of ways, that she was the great 
burden of his life $ and, notwith- 
(Standing all the kind methods he had 
^used to reduce her to a better dispo- 
.sition, she 'Was not at all improved^ 
but grew continually worse and 
worse. Mr. Scott exhorted htm to 
tij what a redoubled affection and 
jundness wouki do ; observing to him 
that the command of Christ to hus- 
bands was, *<to love their wives," and 
that "even as Christ kfved the 
Chureh." 

This advkie did not appev to sa- 
tisfy the man i and he went awa^ 
much dejected, resolving, however, if 
possible, to foHowit; smee, thouffh 
It had not hitherto succeeded, he 
opuld not but consider it as founded 



onHiewoidofGod. He aocoidingly 
inereaeed lus attention ; and, as ax| 
iBBtance of his kindness, the next 
Satuidgnr evening brought to his wife 
his whde wetk^a wages, and, with an 
aflbdiimate smile, urew them into 
her lap^ beranng her entire disposal 
of them. Tnis would not succeed; 
she threw the wages in a volley (ac- 
companied with many bitter execra- 
tions) at his head ; and afterwards 
continued in the practice of every 
spiteful and malicious trick that she 
could devise, or (according to the 
poor man's ovni condosion) that Sa- 
tan himself could suggest, to make 
his life miserable. 

Some years elapsed, during which 
he sustained, as patiently as he could, 
this base and undutiful treatment, 
when Providence fiivoured him with 
another interview with his kind 
friend and father, Mr. Scott. This 
happened most opportunely, at a time 
when a neighbour had been telling 
him a recipe for the cure of refracto- 
ry vrives ; and, as a strong recom- 
mendation, mentioned that he had 
tried it cm nis own wife with the hap- 
piest effects. He therefore came to 
Mr. Scott with a countenance be- 
speaking a eonsideiable d^ree of 
coiuSdenoe, which led Mr. ^tt, at 
first, to hope that his former advice 
had proved successfld ; but he was 
undeceived, by being informed that, 
through the extremely vicious dispo- 
sition of the woman, it had operated 
in a dSreetkm, and to a degree, pre- 
cisely the reverse of what was ex- 
pected from it. Upon being asked, 
why then he snnled and looked so 
jl^easuitly, be said, he believed he had 
real^ found out a remedy, which, if 
it should meet Mr. Scott^s approba^- 
tbn, would not fell of e£fectuig a 
cure ; for it had been tried by a 
neighbour of his on a wife^ who^ 
though she had been in all respecto as 
bad as his, was, 1^ one application 
only, beooHS one of the most obedi- 
em and affectionate creatures livint 
<^ And what ii this exceUem remedy T" 
said Mr. Scott " Whj, Sir, it is ft 
good hoNDrWhipping I You hear, &i^ 
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friwt good odbotB have been pio- 
daoed : do you think I may Tenture 
totrvitr* 

Mr. Scott npUed, " I lead, my 
fiiend, nothing about hjubands horae- 
whij^ptng their wives in the Bible, 
but jUBt the reveree ; namely, love, 
which I before recommendeid ; and 
can by no means alter the Woid of 
Qod : and doubt not, if you pene- 
yere, it will be attended with a nappy 
result;" accompanying his advice 
with exhortations to more earnest 

Slyer. The man, though he left 
r. Scott both with a mind and 
countenance very different firom those 
with which he came, resolved to fol- 
low his direction, for his esteem of 
him was very great ; and Providence 
calling Mr. Scott some time after to 
preach at Birmingham, his old finend, 
who then resided there, came into the 
vestiy to him after he had done, and- 
with a countenance expressive of ex, 
alted happiness, took him by the 
hand, ana said, that he should have 
reason to bless God to eterni^ for 
the advice he had given him ; and 
that he had not been induced, by his 
weak importunities, to alter or relax 
it ; adding that h^ wife, who then 
stood smihng approbation by his sidiQ, 
was not only become a converted wo- 
man, through a blessing on his kuid 
attentions to her, but was one of the 
most affectionate and dutiful of 
wives. 



THE SWEARERS REPROVED. 

In a femily at Shelton'lived Mr. 
G. a person much given to swearing. 
Mrs. F. being a gw)d woman, had a 
girl about four yean old that was re- 
markably attentive to every thing of 
a religious nature. The d^ild would 
often remark, with ^reat horror of 
mind, to her mother, how Mr. G. 
swore, and would wish to repiove 
him ; but &r some time durst not. 
One time she said to her mother, 
" Does Mr. G. say our Father T (a 
term by which sue called her pray- 
ers.) Mrs. F. would not tell. She 
then said, "I will watoh, and, if he 
^oes^ I will teQ him of swceiuig so.'' 



She did watch him, and saw him say 
his praters privately in bed. Soon 
after thjs, she heard him swear bit- 
terly i upon which she said to him, 
*' Eld not you say Our Father thb 
morning 1 How dare you swear 1 
Do you think he vrill be your Fathec 
if you swear V* He answered not a 
word, but seemed amaaed, as well ha 
inight. He did not live bng after 
this ; but he was never heard to 
swear affain. So true is that Scrip- 
ture, " Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings hast thou ordained 
praise.'' 

A Penlan, hnmble sefwit of Vbe sun, 
Who, thouolii detroat, y«t blgotzy had none j 
Heariae a lawyer, gnre In his address. 
With acUuratioas every word impress, 
Suppos'd Che man ataiahop. or at leaat— 
Qod's naioe «o,mu^ upoa hU Upa-^ priest ; 
Bow'd at the ckwe with all his graoeftil airs. 
And beggm an interosi'ln hia haraent prajr- 
eSB. • Cowper. 

Two gentlemen ;haiing called at a 
c(^Bbe house in the city, and drank a 
botUe together, wsben about to part, 
both insisted on paying. One put a 
seven-ehiUing in«Qe oU'lhe table, and 
swore dreadfutty that hiafiriend should 
be at no <Bxp8nse ; the ;other jocular^ 
ly said, ^'Tnat seven^ilUng piece ia 
a badone," oo-whioh tiie other swore 
still ^Mten The master oi the 
house, Jieaying what passed, came 
forward and said} if they would ai> 
low him to examme the money, he 
would tell them whether or not it 
was good. Returning soon after, he, 
in the most odite manner, laid the 
piece before them on a. caid printed 
asioUows: 

It chills 107 UflDd to hear'the hlest Aipvems 
Rudely aiipeai'd to on each trifling theme. 
Maintain your rank, vulgarity despise ; 
To swear iB neither brave, polite, nor wiae. 
You would not swear upon a bed of death : 
RefledCiTqm Mskor imw ceuld stov your 

The ffentlemen read iX, and. he 
who bad sworn, owned "He was 
justly and properly reproved, and 
would in future be more guarded ia 
his expepsioDa." 

For IIMZ9 iiKrttmwgj «» minn^h 
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7Tb Stoeartr PuniBked. 

dome yean ago T. G. who fived 
in the puiah of Sedgley, near Wol- 
verhampionf having loet a eonaider- 
able sum by a match at cock-fight- 
ing, to which uractice he was noto- 
rioosly addicteo, swore^ in the most 
horrid manner, that he would never 
fight another cocIl as Ions aa he Lived ; 
frequently calling upon &od to damn 



and was atnick- to all appeaiaoM 
dead : but being again recovered and 
let looae, ran a second time under the 
oofiin, and was taken up actually 
dead, to the great astonishment of 
the company. Those who conveyed 
the corpse were so terrified, that they 
durst not, ibr the present, proceed to 
the churchyard, but proposed to leave 
the body on the spot *, at length, how- 
ever, resuming tneir courage, they 



his soul to all eternity if he did, and, 

with dreadful imprecations, wishing conveyed him to the grava 
the devil might fetch him if ever he " ^^ f^^ ^f *^ wicked 

nuMlft another bet "'^^ ""^ *•** '" •"'' " "^' 



It is not to be wondered at if reso- 
lutions so impiously formed should be 
broken : for a while, however, they 
were observed ; but he continued to 
indul^ himself in every other abo- 
mination to which his depraved heart 
inclined him. But, about two years 
afterwards, Satan, whose willing 
servant he was, inspired him with a 
violent desire to attend a cocking at 
Wolverhampton; and he comfSted 
with the temptation. When he came 
to the place, ne stood up as in defi- 
ance of heaven, and cried, '4 hold 
four to three on such a cock." — 
>*Four what?'' said one of his com- 
panions in iniquity. "Four shil- 
fings," replied he.— "FU lay," said 
the other. Upon which they con- 
firmed the wager, and, as his custom 
was, he threw down his hat, and put 
his hand in his pocket for the money ; 
when, awftil to relate, he instantly 
foil a ghastly corpse to the sround. 
Terri&d at his sudden death, some 
who were present for ever after de- 
sisted from this in&mous sport ; but 
others, hardened in iniquity, proceed- 
ed in the barbarous diverrion, as soon 



aJiaU 
come upon him;" and " Who ever 
hardened himieif against God, and 
prospered?" B^ such racnal inta- 
positions of Divine Proi^nce, the 
Lord shows he hath not forsaken the 
earth. May "many," who read or 
"hear" these lines, "foar, and turn 
to the Lord!" 



SDPER8TITIOI7S RITES. 

The foUowing accounts will afiTord 
us an idea of the awful and misera- 
ble state of poor wretched heathens: 

" As I was returning from Calcut- 
ta," says Mr. Carey, "1 saw the jSi- 
hamocon, or a woman burning her- 
self with the corpse of her husband, 
for the first time in my life. We 
were near the village of Noya Serai 
(Rennel, in his chut of the Hoogly 
river, spells it Niaserai^ As it was 
evening, we got out or the boat to 
walk, when we saw a number of peo- 
ple assembled on the riverside. 1 
asked them for what they were met, 
and they told me, to bum the body 
of a dead man. I inquired, whether 
his wife would die with him. They 
answered, ' yes ;' and pointed to the 
She was standing by the 



woman. _ 

..,,,., \^ £^ pilCi which was made of large billets 

Mt^jari body wa> remold fiom|^f ^^^ ^^ ^^^ feet «S^. half 



This melancholycirciimstance hap- 
pened on a Thursday. On the 
Sabbath following, when a number 
of his relations and neighbours were 
conveying his body to the crave, a 
dog, tnat oelonffed to one of ue com- 
pany, happened to run under the cof- 
fin, (whicn was carried, I suppose, 
widerhandj hj napkins, or on a Dier,) 



high, four feet long, and two wide: 
on the top of which lay the dead 
body of her husband. Her nearest 
relation stood by her; and near her 
was a small basket of sweetmeats, 
called kivy. I asked them, whether 
this was the woman's choice, or 
whether she were brought to it by 
any improper influences. They an- 
swered, that it was perfectly volun* 
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liff^. I talked tifl Teasoning was of 
no vase ; and then began to ezclaim, 
with all my mi^dit, against what they 
weie doing ; telling them that it was 
a shoeking mnrder ! They told me. 
it was a great act of holiness ; ana 
added, in a very surly manner, that, 
if I did not like to see it, I might go 
fiirther off; and desized me to go. I 
told them Uiat I would not 00 ; that I 
was determined to stay and see the 
murder; and that I should certainly 
bear witness of it at the tribunal of 
Qod. I exhorted the woman not to 
throw away her life ; to fear nothing, 
for no evil would follow her refusing 
to bum. But she, in the calmest 
manner, mounted the pile, and dan- 
ced on it, with her hauids extended, 
as if in the utmost tranquillity of spi- 
rit. Previous to her mounting the 
pile, the relation, whose office it was 
to set fire to it, led her six times 
round it, at two intervals; that is, 
thrice at each circumambulation. As 
she went round, she scattered the 
sweetmeate above mentioned amonff 
the people, who picked them up, and 
ate them as very holy things. This 
b^ing ended, and she having mounted 
the pie, and danced as above men- 
tioned (which appeared only designed 
to show us her contempt of death, 
And to prove to us that her dying was 
voluntary) she then lay down by the 
corpse, and put one arm under its 
neck, and the other over it; when a 
quantity of dry cocoa leaves, and 
o^er substances, were heajped over 
them to a considerable height, and 
then ghee^ or melted preserved but- 
ter, poured on the top. Two bam- 
boos were then put over them, and 
held fast down, and. fire put to the 
pile, which immediately blazed veiy 
fiercely, owing to the dry and com- 
bustible materials of which it was 
composed. No sooner was the fire 
kindled, than all the people set up a 

Sreat shout, 'Hurre Bol!' 'Hurre 
ol!' which is a common shout of 
joy, and an invocation of Hurree, 
the wife of Hur or Seeb. It was 
impossible to have heard the woman, 
bad she groaned, or even cried aloud. 
Vol. 2. 6 



on account of the mad noise of the 
people ; and it was impossible for her 
to stir or stn]|y;ffle, on account of the 
bamboos, which are held down upon 
them like the levers of a press. We 
made much objection to their usine 
these bamboos, and iiudsted that^ 
was using force to pevent the woman 
getting up when the fire burned her; 
but they declared it was only done to 
keep the pile firqm foiling down. We 
could not bear to see more, but left 
them ; exclaiming loudly against the 
murder, and full of horror at what we 
had seen." 

What a dreadful custom ! yet it is 
said that many thousands of such 
victims perish annually in the East 
Indies. 

" This evening," says Mr. Ward, 
" we went to see a man rise ficom hk 

rve who had been buried a montii ! 
great crowd was collected, and 
every one waiting with impatience to 
see the resurrection. Brother Carey 
had some conversatbn with one of 
the Musselmans, who asked, upon 
his denying the divine mission of 
Mahomme{ what was to become of 
Musselmans and Hindoos. Brother 
Carey expressed his fears that they 
would all be lost. The man Memed 
as if he would have torn him in pie- 
ces. At length, when the new moon 
appeared, the top of the grave was 
opened, and the man came forth, ap- 
parently unaltered by his confine- 
ment. He bowed with his head to 
the ground sevend times at the foot 
of a plantain tree, which, I suppose, 
he had planted on going into the 
grave, and upon which he also pour- 
ed water. It was necessary that he 
should see the new moon immediate- 
ly on coming forth from his confine- 
ment. Many crowded round him, 
and put out their hands for a gift, 
which all who asked obtained, and 
which, as far as I could see, consisted 
merely of particles of dust. Several 
persons brought presents, and it was 
probable a goat was offered in sacri- 
fice after we were gone. This sub- 
terraneous abode was cut very deep, 
and divided into three or four rooms; 
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one to at ill) another to deep in, Ac. 
It was ccfwnd overmth mats and 
soil, and the only opening into itwas 
a hole aft one end, two or thne inches 

in diameter; through which he was 
supplied with milk and fruits by a 
man who waited on him, and who 
had a hut by the side of the grave. 
Thb is a Mussefanan's custom { and 
they say it has an allusion to the 
flight of their prophet. Perhaps it 
would not be continued, but that it is 
a qualificalion for receiving lands or 
omrings to canonized saints among 
them. Many prsons in this coun- 
try hare biiilt places like raised tombs, 
in a hole of the centre of which a 
lamp is kept burning in the ni^ht: 
these are consecrated to some samt, 
and the person who tends the lamp 
has whatever is given or left to the 
place. Passengers make their MiZem, 
and throw down a few eoioriee as 
they pass. In the above cave, some 
ground had been left to the place, 
and the man could succeed to it only 
by burying himself a month." 

The fouowing account of sacrifi- 
cing aged persons and children to the 
Ganges, where they are devoured by 
sharks, is very affecting. These 
sacrifices are of two descriptions ; 
first, of aged persons of both sexes, 
which are voluntary ; and of child- 
ren, which, of course, are involun- 
tary. The fixed periods for the per* 
fi)rmance of those rites are at the fiill 
moons in November and January. 
The custom of saexifidng children 
arises from superstitious vows made 
t)y the parentik who, when appre- 
hensive of not having issue, promis- 
ed, in the event of their havuig five 
children j to devote the fifth to the 
Ganges. 

" The island of Sagar, where these 
inhuman rites are adminieltered, is 
held to be peculiarly sacred^ firom its 
being considered as the tennination of 
the (Ganges; and the junction of that 
river with the sea, is denominated, 
The Place of Sacrifice, 

**So lately as November, 1801, 
■ome European seamen beloti^g to 
tito pilot service of Bengal bSng on 



shore ott the island, wen witnc 
to this horrid oemnony. The inform 
maftion they save belore one of thd 
justices of the peace for Cakutia 
was on oath to the following eflfect : 

"That, on cnng on shore, they 
saw the entnols S a human body 
floating on the water, and at the samv 
time a great number of the natives 
assembled on the beach ; as near tm' 
they could guess, about three thou* 
sand : titot on asking a Fakeer, wh3r 
so many of the natives were put into ' 
the water, he answered, that the 
Head Fakeer had ordered them to go 
into the water to be devoured by 
shiu'lM, for the prosperity of their 
respective families; thai they saw 
eleven men, women, and boys, thus 
destroyed : and it frurther appeared^ 
by other incontestable evidence, that 
the victims destroyed in November 
amounted to thirty-nine ; and, more- 
over, that a boy about twelve yea» 
old, who had been thrown into the 
river, having saved himself by swim- 
ming, a GroSayne endeavoured to ex- 
tend his protection to him ; but, sin- 
gular and unnatural as it may appear; 
he was again seized, and committed 
to destruction by his own parento I ! 1'* 

How ought the recital of these 
dreadftil customs to cherish in us a 
love for our own country, and gratis 
tudefor that gospel which is the 
glory of it ! and now ought it to 
rouse us to the most ardent concern 
for the difiusionof gospel light where 
there is so much imrkness ! What 
a cold, yea, what a barbarous heart 
must that be, which would ask, 
' What have Christians to do with 
this ?' and how criminal those who 
refuse to lend a heljong hand to so 
noble a work ! 



StTPERSttTlON BZP0BE1>. 

WhbK the celebrate John Knox 
went to GUuseow, he was informed 
that the great bell in the church there 
had the power of striking any heretic 
dead Who presumed to touch it. He 
was reounrted to go and tty it. He 
declined going up into the steeple^ 
bQt,ititMi]d» hereqiMted it might 
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be tiken down and brought into the 
fltreet, and he wonld venture to 
touch it It was accordingly done, 
and he brought it to the test in the 
' noflt puUic manner. The bell being 
-laid in the street, he said it should 
.«ither kill him, or he kill it ; and 
fi>T that purpose he provided a num- 
ber of men with great hammers, 
He stood over it, and uttered the 
fnoet severe sentiments he could 
against the Pope and church of 
Rome, as being the great Antichrist, 
and the whore of Buwlon, as well as 
against the abominable doctrine it 
taught, and the wickedness of its 
priests. When the superstitious 
multitude should have witnessed this 
vile heretic drop down dead, he sud- 
denly ordered his men to break ihe 
bell m pieces. — Thus was the impos- 
ture justly detected, and the Protes- 
tant faith confirmed and increased. 

A Neapolitan shepherd came in 
anguish to his priest, " Father, have 
mercy on a miserable sinner. It is 
the holy season of Lent ; and, while 
I was busy at work, some whey 
spurting irom the cheese-pross flew 
into my mouth, and, wretcned man ! 
I swallowed it Free my distressed 
conscience from its agonies, by ab- 
solving me from my guilt !'' — " Have 
YOU no other sins to confess 1" said 
his spiritual guide. " No ; I. do not 
know that 1 have committed any 
other." — " There are,** said the priest, 
''many robberies and murders from 
time to time committed on your 
mountains, and I have reason to be- 
lieve you are one of the persons con- 
cerned in them." " Yes/' he replied, 
" I am ; but these are never account- 
ed a crime ; it is a thing practised by 
us all, and there needs no confession 
on that account." — ^Was not this 
straining at a gnat and swallowing a 
camel with a witness 1 yet many act 
little better than this man. 



THE YOUTH RE8T0RBD. 

A TOUNa gentleman b^g reproved 
by his mother for being religious, he 
inade her this answer : "I am resolv- 
ed by all meanslo save iny soul." 



Some time after, he feQ into a luke- 
warm state, during which time be 
vras sick and nigh unto death. One 
night he dreamed that he saw him- 
seu summoned before God's angiy 
tlvrone, and from thence hurried into 
a place of torments ; where, seeiiy 
his mother full of scorn, she upbraid 
ed him with his former answer, " whv 
he did not save Ms soul by all means.^ ' 
This was so much impressed on his 
mind ^hen he awoke, that, under 
God,, it iMicame the mean of his re- 
turning apain to him : and, when 
any adted him the reason why be 
became again religious, he gave no 
other answer than tfais : ^^If I cotU^ 
not in my dream endure my mother' b 
upbraiding myfoUyand lukewarmr 
ness^ how shcUl I he able to suffet 
that Ood should call jne to an ae- 
co%nt in the last day^ and the angels 
reproach my lukewarmnesB^ and the 
devils aggravate my sinSf and aU 
the saints of Qod deride myfoUiea 
and hypocrisies T* 



ADVERBITT SANCTIFIED. 

Affliction, as one observes, is of 
great advantage to the ^oung. It 
humbles their pride, convinces them 
of their dependence on Grod, and 
that to him they owe all they have. 
It corrects extravagant expectations, 
restrains from sensual indulgences, 
and sometimes becomes the means of 
conversion toGrod. 

A young man, who had been lonff 
confined with a diseased limb, and 
VTas near his dissolution, was attend- 
ed by a friend, who requested that 
the wound might be uncovered. 
When this was done, " There," said 
the young man, '* there it is, and a 
precious treasure it has been to me s 
it saved me from the folly and vanity 
of youth ; it made me cleave to Qod 
as my only portion, and to eternal 
glory as my only hope ; and I think 
It hath now brought me very near to 
my Father's house.'* Let not the 
young, then, imagine that a state ot 
prosperity is always the best for thenu 
Advend^, when sanctified, invig(K 
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zates the mind, inaies to hAidshipa) 
teaches to Bympathiae with othen; 
whereas prosperoiis situations in life 
enervate the mind, and may be com- 
pered to those countries where the 
sun shines with a scorching heat, 
and where nature pours all the ne- 
cessaries, nay, the luxuries of life, in' 
the greatest profusion, at man's feet 
Happy they who, in early life, are 
enabled to devote themselves to the 
service of Grod ; for should 4hey be 



the strokes^ as it were, go nearer Air 
heart than mtn«." 

The dispensations of divine Provi- 
dence, though sometimes apparently 
severe, yet are all founded in wisdom 
and goodness. Manasseh, NebU' 
chadnezzar, Hezekiah, Job, DavicL 
Paul, and many others, have found 
their afflictions useful. Many have 
had reason to be thankful for their 
sickness, losses, poverty, disappoint- 
ments. Winceslaus, King of Bohe- 



called to bear the yoke of afflictioi^ mia, ajfler the defeat and n%ht of his 
they shall then feel resigned to the | army, being himself taken captive bv 
divme will, and acknowledge he doth the enemy, was asked how be did. 



all things well I 

Afflictions, under the divine bless- 
ing, are render^ peculiarly profita- 
ble to believers. Hence many can 
idn the Psalmist, Psa. cxix. 71, in 
saying, " It is good to be afflicted." 
It was the saymg of a German di- 
vine, in his sickness^ "In this disease 
I have learned how great God is, and 
what the evO of sin is ; I never knew 
to what purpose God was before, nor 
what sin meant, till now." The 
Jews, under all the thunderings of 
the prophets, retained their idols, but 
after their Babylonish captivity no 
idols were found amongst them. 
Manasseh's chain was more profita- 
ble to him than his crown. When 
Tiribazus was arrested, he drew his 
sword, and defended himself; but 
when they told him that they came 
to take him to the king, he willingly 
yielded. So, though a saint may at 
£r4 be a little impatient, yet when 
he is reminded that his afflictions are 
to bring him nearer to God, he yields, 
and klues the rod. When Munster 
lay sick, and his Mends asked him 
how he did, he pointed to his sores 
t and ulcers, and said, "These are 
God's gems and jewels, wherewith he 
decketh his best friends, and to me 
they are more precious than all the 
gold and silver in ^e world." — " I 
Uiink,'' said a celebrated minister, 
** that I have seldom had very sweet 
days, except when I have met with 
i^mictions one way or other ; yet the 
Lord deals so tenderly with me in 
my afifictions, that indeed I think 



His answer was, — "Never better. 
While 1 had all my army about me, 
I could find but little time to think on 
G^; whereas now, being stripped 
of all earthly dependance, I think on 
God alone, and betake myself whol> 
ly to his providence." 

May we not say, as Themistoclea 
once did, " I had been undone, if I 
had not been undone?" Trouble 
makes way for the word to come to 
the conscience. David speaks of his 
affliction in higher terms than he 
did Qi his crown, Psa. cxix. 71. One 
said in afiSiction, " Strike on, strike 
on, strike on. Lord, for now I begin 
to know that I am a child of thine f 
or, as the great Pascal said under af> 
fliction, " Now I begin to be a Chris- 
tian." Pascal died August 19, 1663. 

APPLAUSE DANGEROUS. 

" That they be not high minded,*^ 
was the charge Timothy was to mve 
those who abounded in riches. But 
there are other characters besides the 
wealthy to whom it is applicable. 
For instance : it is a lamentable fact, 
that however desirable popularity 
may be in some respects, it has often 
been the occasion of a man's ruin. 
Those who are constantly receiving 
the applause (^ their fellow-creatures, 
stand, therefore, in particular need «f 
the above-mentionea caution. 

Draco was a celebrated htwgiver of 
Athens. His popularity, it is said, 
was uncommon; but the attentioii 
and kindness of his admirers proved 
fatal to him. Appearing in a puhlie 
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fUMembly, he was received with re- 
peated applauses, and the people, ac- 
oording to the custom of the Atheni- 
ans, showed their respect to their 
lawgiver, by throwing garments upon 
him. This was done m such profu- 
don, that Draco was soon hid under 
them, and smothered by the too great 
veneration of his citizens. ThUs the 
flatteries of some, and the applause 
of others, may become the occasion o^ 
much evil, by so inspiring us with 
pride, and filling us with self-compla- 
cency, as either to relax the exertton 
of intellect, or make us suppose that 
we are such a superior order of beings 
as gradually to excite the contempt 
of others, and finally to change our 
popularity Hito dia^st Let us, 
then, keep a vigilant eye, not on our 
enemies only, hut on our fHendiE^ 
smce A man's life inay be equally de- 
stroyed by a profusion of that which 
is sweet and pleasant, as by that 
which is rank and poisonous. 

APPROBATION. 

Man is a creature of feeling as 
well as intellect, and while he is di- 
rected by the one, he is often moved 
by the other. The following in- 
stance will show how the approba- 
tion and kindness of others affect the 
human mind. 

The admirers of the celebrated 
composer Haydn, who were exceed- 
ingly numerous, were very desirous 
of testifying their regard to him in 
his old age, in a pubuc manner, by 
performing the Creation, one of 
Haydn's chief works. The room 
contained about one thousand five 
hundred persons, and was tail two 
hours before he arrived. As soon as 
it was known that he was coming, 
the eagerness of the audience couKl 
scarcely be contained. Some of the 
first rank waited to receive him. 
The illttstrious old man was borne on 
a chair to the place reserved for him, 
amidst the accJamatbns of an enthu- 
siastic audience. Such was the ef- 
fect of the scene, that oppressed at 
once with joy and infirmity, with a 
feHering voice h& exclaimed, *«Thia 



is more than I have ever felt : let me 
die now, and be received among the 
blessed in another world !" 

When the performance was ended, 
he was taken out with the same tii- 
umph as he entered. He raised his 
arms, as it were, to leave his blessing 
on the assemUy, and just two months 
and a half afterwards he expired, in 
liis se^entv-flixth year. 

If Haydn was so deeply aflbcted at 
the kindness of his fHends^ and 
thoi^ht there was nothing worth liv- 
ing for after this, how mucn more may 
the Christian rejoice in the approha- 
tion of his Lora, and, enjoying ab 
interest in Chi^ may wifiingly 
leave this world, to be with tlie blesih' 
ed above I 

THE atheist's CONCLUSION, ' 
DiAGORus saw a servant of his 
stealing from him, and upon his de- 
nial of the theft, brought him before 
a statue of Jupiter thundering, and 
constrained him to adjure Jupiter, for 
the honour of his Deity, and of jus- 
tice and fidelity, to stnxe him dfead 
at his feet with thunder if he were 
guilty of the fact: and after three 
times repeating the dreadful oath, he 
went away untouched, without harm. 
Upon the sight of this, Diagorua 
cned out, as in the poet, 

• •..... Avdia 
Jupiter hac^ nee labra maoea cum mitten 

vocstn 
DOnurm vel tnarmoreut, pel afusneuet 

Dost hfw r 

This, Jove, nor movest thy Ups, when fit It 

Tky lirass or marUe 8|Kflce ? 

And whereas he should have been 
convinced that a statue could not be 
a God, he impiously concluded that 
God was nothmg but a statue ; and 
fironkthat time was hardened in irre- 
claimable atheism. So another aihd- 
ist reports of some Rcnnans, that they 
SQCoeesfiiUy deceived by fiilse oatlu^ 
even in the most sacred temj^e, in 
the presence of their supreme Ueity^ 
the repugnant avenger of purity} 
and because vengeance did not im* 
mediately overtake guilt, he acknow* 
ledges no other OSk but the worU 
5* 
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verning qI human aSairs. 

Extorted cor^feaaUms from Afheitta, 
Sharp afflictions will awaken the 



and nature, unconcerned in the go- science, burning fimly for a time, 

gives a dying blaze, and discovers 
HIM who is abfe to save and to destroy, 



apprehensions of a God in the most 
stupified consciences, and inspire 
' them with new life and motion, and 
make them breathe out hwmble s^ip- 
plications for mercy and help to the 
Deity whom they denied before. Of 
this we have numerous instances.; I 
will produce some that were signal. 

It is recorded by .^schylus, that 
the Persian messenger, in his naiza- 
tive to the king of the overthrow of 
his army by the .Grecians, related, 
that those gallants' whoi^ before the 
fight, in the midst of their cups and 
bravery, denied Grod and Providence, 
as secure of victory, yet afterwards, 
when furiously pursued by the ene- 
mvj they came to the river Strymon, 
which was frozen and began to thaw, 
when, upon their knees, they mourn- 
fully implored the &vour of God that 
the ice might hold and give them a 
safe passage over firom their pursuers. 
Nature m extremities has irreosti- 
l)!e workings, and the inbred notions 
of the Deity, though long suppressed 
by imperious lusts, will then rise up 
in men's souls. Tullus Hostilius is 
another example, who disdained to 
express submissbn to God by acts of 
worship, as a thing unbecoming his 
royal state ; but when his stubborn, 
fierce inind was broken in his dis- 
eased body, he used all the servile 
rites of superstition, and commanded 
the people to Join with him, think- 
ing, by his nattering devotions, to 
appease the ineensed Deity. 

Bion, the philosopher, was ft de- 
clared atheist^ till struck with a mor- 
tal disease, and then, as a &lse wit- 
ness on the rack, coiUSBssed the truth, 
and addressed himself by prayers and 
vows to God for his recovery.. Egre- 
gious folly, as the historian observes, 
to think that God would be bribed 
by his gifts, and was or not according 
to his &ncY I And thus it h^pens 
to many like him. As a lamp near 
«x]^icii^ shines more (deaxly, so con- 



But how just were it to deal with 
them as Herofilus with Diodorus 
Cronus, a wrangler, that vexed the 
philosophers by urging a captious ar- 
gument against the possibility of mo- 
tion I For thus he argued : a stone, 
or whatever else, in moving itself, is 
either where it is, or where it is not ^ 
if where it is, it moves not ; if where 
It IB not, then it will be in any place 
butwhereitis. While this disputing 
humour continued, he one day feR 
and dispW^ Mb sKouIder, and sent 
in haste foi Herofilus, of excellent 
Jill in surgery, tut he, desirous 
first to eure his brain, and then his 
shoulder,^ told him, that hia art was 
needless in that case ; " for, txicording 
to your own opinion, this bone, intS 
dislocation, either was where it was, 
or where it was not, and» to assert ei- 
ther, makes the displacing of it equal- 
ly impossible : therefore, it is in vain 
to reduce it to the place firom wh«nce 
it was never parted." And thus Ite 
kept him wearing out, with pain and 
rage,, till he declared himself con- 
vinced of the vanity of his irrefutable 
argument. Now, ifj^ according to the 
impiety of atheist^ there be no God» 
why do they invoke him in their ad- 
versities 1 If there be, why do they 
deny him in their prosperity 7 There 
can be no other reason assigned but 
this, that in their state of health, their 
minds are clouded with blind folly j 
in sickness they are serious, and re- 
cover the judgment of nature. As 
it is ordinarily with distracted per- 
sons, that in the approaches of death, 
their r^ison returns^ because the 
brain, distempered by an excess of 
heat, when the spirits are wasted, at 
last is reduced to a convenient tem- 
per.. 



FILUL AFFECTION. 

Pjbro was a daughter of Cimon^ 
remarkable for her filial aftection.— 
When her father had been sent to- 

Srison, where his judges had con- 
emned hioi to s^^rve^ we suppoiteA 
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his life by giving him the milk of her 
breasts, as to her own child. 

ADVICE. 
Thomas Porter, a plain and sim- 
j)le man, whom Dr. Doddridge men- 
tions, in his Memoirs of Colonel 
Gardiner, that he was very deficient 
in natural things, yet he enjoyed the 
gift of a vast retention, both of scrip- 
ture phrases and scripture places; 
and had an aptness of applying suit- 
able texts in a wonderful, though he 
pointed them out in an awkward 
manner. Two young persons, whose 
intentions were t« he married in a 
short time, applied to him, acquaint- 
ing him with their circumstances, and 
requesting a text; he immediately 
pointed them to Psalm xlvi. 10. — 
" Be still, and know that I am God," 
&c., as altogether' suitable to their 
case. The parties were quite at a 
loss how to apply this to their inten- 
tions, and replied, that' he must be 
mistsiken, asking for another; but 
Thomas insisted on it, he had no 
other for them. The parties retired ; 
but Providence soon explained that 
scripture, for, within a few days, hy a 
sudden illness, one of the parties died, 
and the survivor was left to learn the 
needful lesson of submission to his 
will, who does as it pleases him in 
heaven or earth. 

Paternal Advice. 
A GENTLEMAN had two children^ 
the one a daughter, who was very 
plain in her person, the other a son, 
who was a great beauty. One day, 
as they were playing t(^ether, they 
saw their faces in a looking-glass;, 
upon which, the boy v^as so diarmed 
with his bcAUty, that he extolled it 
miflhtily to his sister, who felt these 
praises as so many refleetions on her 
pwn features. She accordingly ac- 
quainted her &ther with the imair, 
and complained of her brother's rude- 
ness to her. Upon this, the old gen- 
tleman, instead of being angry, took 
btt children on his knees, and, em- 
bracing them both with the greatest 
tenderness, gave them the following 
a4vioQ: *^ would h&veyqa both ky£ 



at yourselves in the glass every day^ 
you, my son, that you may be remind- 
ed never to dishonour the beauty of 
your &oe, by the deformity of your 
actions ; and you, my daughter, that 
you may take care to hide the defect 
of beauty in your person, by the su- 
perior lustre of a virtuoiis uid amia- 
ble conduct" 



OLD AQE. 

The mote advanced the true Chris- 
tian is in years, the nearer he ap- 
proaches his home ; the more desirou* 
IS he to enjoy the presence of his God, 
and to be conformed to him. 

As JuUanus said, that when he 
had one foot in the grave, he would 
have the other in the school; so, 
though an old disciple hath one foot 
in the grave, yet he will have the 
other in Chnst's school, that he may 
still be learning more of his love and 
grace. It is this only, he knows, will 
prepare him for everr danger, bear 
him up under every innrmity, and ex- 
cite his confidence to the end. 

Confidius, a senator of Rome, told 
Cffisar, boldly, that the senators durst 
not come to council for fear of his 
soldiera; he replied, "Why, then, 
dost thou go to the senate 1'' He an- 
swered, "Because my age takes away 
my fear." So, none more courageous- 
in evil days, than aged Christians, 
who have long experienced the power 
of divine grace. 

Vespasian, the Roman emperor,, 
waa so tired vidth the pomp of his tri- 
umph, that in the triumphant way, he 
often reproached himself, that, beine. 
an old nian, he was engaged in sucE 
an empty and tedious show. 



THE child's 



ADMONITION J 



OR,. THE LADT REPROVED. 

It IB well to be corrected, even by 
a child. A noble hdy says, (Mr. 
W told me,) that when she ■ 

was weeping, on account of one of ' 
her childreB's death, her little daugh^ 
ter came innocently to her one £y,. 
and said, "ManuDay^isQudAlmigi^" 
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liliiibiii& Hid, "Na"— -43hB Um 
nid, "Mad>ii^ will jtm bod me 
Tonrglovel" SfelcntillMraDoiad' 
n«iy; and, after UhiI, aakiv ht k 
■nin; nponiHiich, tbscfaiUri 



oir, joa 
iiK^ahaHlay, booaoflB Yoa 

ken away your own gl o w 1 

ihall yoa ay becaqae Grad hat taken 
awaymyflirter?" 

AHBCDOTB OP MK. AMlimOR. 

Mr. Datid AiTDnaoB, ooee 
■la ter of Watton-npon-Thamei^ fear- 
ing the letnm of popenr, went with 
hia wife and Siw amau dnUiCB, to 
iwide at Bfiddleboig, in Zealand.— 
After a time, ha was lednoed to the 
sieateat distreai^ bntwaa leitnined 
Gy modeaty finmi making his eaae 
known. One morning; howwer, af- 
ter he had been at prayer with his 
», when they won all in tean 
er, becanae Ilia diiUien aaked 
bread fer bieaUhflt, and he had none 
to give them, the befl lan^ and Mn. 
AmleiBon found a peiaon at the door, 
whoga?e her a jMqier containing for- 
ty piecea of gold, which, he ai^ a 
gentleman bad aoit her. 8pon after, 
a eomtiyman bioaght a horM-loaii 
of pnmsiona, bat nother of Ae mea- 
eengeia woold say ftom whom they 
were sent Afterwaxdi^ monerwas 
legnlaily conveyed to Bir. Andetaon 
to pay ms lent, and ten poonda ster- 
ling eveiy qoaiter, jet to te day of 
hia death, he nerer (finovefed who 
was hia benefector. Bat Bfr. John 
GUiick, pastor (^ the English cboich 
at Ifiddkbaig, fai 16B1, was tdd by 
B£ de Kening, a masiatiale^ Aatlw 
canied the money to Mr. Andataon, 
beinff then appreatiee to Myn-Heer 
de Qoste, a pwoa merchant of that 
place; who^ obaerving a giave En- 
gfiah minister, appaieni^ in want, 
and ^tjieti0dif pa ivatdy inoaind into 
hiacireamalaiiOBa; aiidl,wllhalpaB- 
made h™ tiioae leniU 
mag, "GodfefbiddiBtaiiy 
of ChiiBPa ambaamdota ahnid ba 
fai 
to 




■OLB AimCDOTBS, 
AMd hapff/ c0i6et» t(f dittributhut 
ike Bible, 
Thb Rev. Mr. Ramftfei; of Fol- 
necfc, mentioDed the caaeof aHoC- 
tentot who had been a desfaser of 
every thing good, and, fimn his vidoaa 
habiCa and grasa conduct, a terror to 
all decent persona. One day, le^ 
taming home intoxicated, he liad to 
awim afcroaB a deep river, but being 
dinbled by tbe aqpar, hie laid him- 
self down and alrat off its eflbcts^ 
When he awoke he was impressed 
with a aenae of his awfol atate ; fear 
he had often been warned. Under 
tfaeae oonvietiou^ he waa mneh dis- 
tressed to know how to pny. He 
went to his maater, a Dotdunan, to 
consult withhim, but his master gave 
him no encoun^gement A sense of 
his wickedneas mcreased, and he had 
no one near him to dSiect him. Oo- 
casbnafly, however, he vraa admitted 
vrith the famify at me time of prayer. 
The portion of Scripture which waa 
one aaj read by the mastery was the 
parable of the Pharisee and pubH- 
can. While the prayer d the Pha- 
risee was resd, tke poor Hottentot 
thought within himsd^ «this b a 
good man ; here ia nothing for me f 
but vdien his maater came to the 
pmyer of the Publican, God be mer- 
ciful tome aainner — "ttoa suits me^** 
he cried ; "now I know Aow to 

Sy !" With dus prayer he imme- 
Idj retired, and pmyed night and 
day for two daya, and then feond 
peace. FuOof joy and gratitude, he 
went into the fiddii^ and as he had 
no one to whom he could speak, he 
exdaimed, " Ye kBie, ye roeks, ye 
trees, ye rtaen^ hear vriiat God hna 
done wr my soul I — he haa been 
menifld tome^ anmer." 

The Rev. Mr. Newton, of Wake- 
field, epeaking in feEvuor of Kbie 
A monatwm, mentioned a circoiiH 
stance mtaai taok place in one of 
the Aiaiofiafinni attfie weat end of 
London. The Pfnona who had 
undertaken to aooGrt aubaciiiitions 
called on the maaler of an aiehoase^ 
to aiilwiibau Toey 
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yooe^ d ed to itale ioaie of the bone- 
flti of tho AMOoiatioM) and the 
gnat want of Biblea i hut HiU he 
leAieed. They then aaked his leaaon. 
He replied <<They do hann.'* "How 
aoV* "Why linoe the poor have 
aabaoribed to your Aiaoeiation they 
have not ftequented my houae ao 
much ai they did.'* ** But they atUI 
will oome to you for what they vrant." 
**Tnie{ but before the^r uaed to 
«oine on Sundav eveninsa, and 
amoke their pipes, W now they stay 
at luime and read their Biblea— I will 
Uierefore have nothinff to say to you.'* 
The friends of the Bibla, howeve*, 
atill peraevered, saying, ** Thoae who 
read their Bibles, there find written, 
*OiO0 no man any thinff j* they 
therefore learn to pay for what they 
have,»' 

"Ah! ah! I never thought of 
that,'' cried he \ "it is better, then, I 
find, to sell less, than to have mony 
had debtt ;** and with this he inune- 
diatelysubaoribed. 

At a. late meeting of the Aberdeen 
Auxiliary Bible Society, the follow- 
ing pleaalnff anecdote was related by 
the Rev. Mr, Qrent, of Orkney, 
who was sn eye-witness of the scene. 
**La8t year," said he, ** a vessel for 
Stockholm, in Sweden, was driven 
upon our coast in a tremendous gale, 
and became a total wreck, ao lituateu 
that no human aid could possibly be 
administered for the preservation of 
the crew. In a abort time after the 
vessel itawk she went in niecos. 
The speotaton on shore beheld with 
pungent grief the awfUl situstion of 
those on Doard i but those on shore 
ONiId render no assistanoe. All on 
board perished except one man, and 
he, driven by the merciless waves 
upion a piece of the wrook, entwined 
amongst the ropes attached to the 
mast. Baiif naked and ha{f dfoisn- 
ed he reached the shore, and was 
disengaged by those on shore from his 
heart-rending situation. As soon as 
they rescued him, astonishment filled 
their minds by observing a small 
parcel, tied firmly round his waist 
with a h*nd V rr h\ ff, Some oondud- 



ed it waa hie money ; othere it was 
the ship's papen i and others said it 
waa his vratoh. The handkerehiaf 
waa unlooaed, and, to theb surprise 
and astoniahment, it waa hia Bible— a 
Bible ^iven to the hul's lather from 
the Bntiah and Foreign Bible Sool- 
ety. Upon the blank leaf was a 
prayer written, that the tiord might 
make the present gift the means of 
saving his son*s soul. Upon the 
other olank leaf was an aooount how 
the Bible came into the old man*s 
handa{ and that gntitude to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
which inspires the heart of eveiy 
Christian, was undisguisedly written 
by the old man. The request waa 
that the son should make it the man 
of his counsel, and that he could not 
allow his son to depait from home 
vrithout giving him the best pledge 
of hb love— a Bible, althougn tittt 
gift deprived the other parts of the 
nunily. The Bible bore evident 
marks of being often read with teaie. 

When Mr. Chamberlaine, one of 
the Missionaries in India, was tra- 
velttng a route he had been some time 
before, he called at a village where 
he had left a Testament { what waa 
the efiecti That single Testament 
had been attended with a divine 
power, so that they loaded hia hone 
with their idol godi. 

BiUe, Admonitiont qf. 

Among the Laoedmnonians, there 
was a law that none ahould inform 
his neighbour of any evil that had 
befollen nim i but every man ahould 
be left to find it out in process of 
time. How many mintstera and 
people aot u if such a hiw existed in 
Britain ! They dare not toll, and 
are unwUlin^ to be told, that "the 
wagea of ain la death,** and that the 
wrath of God abideth on every un« 
believer. But the law of God*s house 
is exactly the reverse of that we have 
mentioned. "Son of man," saith 
the Lord, "I have made thee a 
watohman unto the house of Israeli'^ 
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BibUf AiUekmrniiB, 
One thing which evidendj dfartm- 
goishef the Christian tnm other 
chancten, is his attachment to the 
Bible. Some have been nady to 
put with all rather than with the 
Seriptnrei. We read of one that 
gave a load of hay finr onfy a leaf ef 
one of the Epistles. The Hunoos 
Bovle^ who died 30th December, 
1691, said, speaking of the Serip- 
tufes, " I prefera spng of the tree of 
|i& to a whole wood of bay." Judge 
Hale, that ornament of his profes- 
sion and oountnr, said that " irhe did 
not honour Qod's word by reading a 
portion of it every morning, things 
went not well with him aUthe day." 
Robert, King of Sicily, said, <Hhe 
lioly books are dearer to me than my 
Idi^dom, and were I under any ne- 
cessity of qoittinff one it should be 
my diadem.** M. De Rents, a 
Srench nobleman, used to read Jthree 
chapters a dav with his head unco- 
vered and on his bended knees. And 
such is the love of eveiy Christian 
to the sacred volume Uiat they es- 
teem it, as Job says, *'more than 
their necessary food." 

TBB PRAYING BOY. 

A GENTLEMAN was not long since 
called upon to visit a dying female. 
On entering the humble cottage 
where she dweh^ he heard, in an 8^- 
loining room, an infant vdice. He 
listened, and iawad that k was the 
child of the poor dying woman en- 
gaged in prayer. " O Lord, bless my 
ixwr mother," cried the little boy, 
<*and prepare her to die 1 O God, I 
thank thee that I have been sent to a 
Sunday school, and there have been 
taught to read my Bible : and thrae 
I Imto that 'when my fiither and 
mother forsake me, thou wilt take 
me up !' — This comforts me now that 
my poor mother is going to leave me ; 
may it comfort her, and may she go 
to heaven— and may Igotheietool 
O Lord JesQd, pity a poor child I and 
pity my poor dear mother ; and help 
>^to say, Thy wiU be d^DA.*' fie 



; airf the viiitar, opening the 
door, approadied die bedside of tlw 
poor woman. ** Your child has been 
praying with you,'* said he ; ** I have 
listened to his prayer.** <• Yes,*' said 
she, making an effort to rise ; "he is 
a dbar chiul. — ^Thank God he has 
been sent to a Sunday school : I can- 
not read myself but he can ; and he 
has read the Bible to me, and I hope 
I have reason to bless God for it. — 
Yes, I have learned from him that I 
am a sinner : I have heard from him 
of Jesus Christ ; and I do— yes, I 
do^ as a poor sinner, put my trust in 
him. I hope he will preserve me. I 
hope he has forgiven me ! — I am go- 
ing to die, but f am not afraid ; my 
dear child has been the means of 
saving my souL— O how thankfiil am 
I that he was sent to a Sunday 
school!*' 

TTus lawgiving Boy. 
In a school at Youghal, an in- 
stance lately occurred, in the mas- 
ter's accidental absence, of pne bey 
being provoked to strike another. 
On oearing the complaint the mas- 
ter determined on punishing the col- 
prit, when the aggrieved boy entreat- 
ed pardon lor the offender. On be- 
ing asked why he would interpose to 
prevent a just examde, he said, " I 
was reading in the New Testament 
lately, that Jesus Christ said we 
should forgive our enenuei^ and I 
wish to forgive him, and I beg he 
ma^ not be punished fax my sue.** 
This Christian plea was too power- 
ful to be resisted. The offender was 
pardoned, and the parent of the poor 
boy was highly pleased at the dream* 
stance. 

Cqfre Boy. 
A Caffie boy, twelve yeaw old, 
was asked whether he did not repent 
having come to Guadenthall, (the 
missionary settlement of the Mora- 
vian brethren.) He answered in the 
negative. Tne missionary obsert- 
ing— ''bat in the Caffie country yoa 
had meat in pien^, and excellent 
Bttik, and here you cannot get It ^' 
he Implied, **that is veiy trdoi ba| 
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I iriihto beooow a child of G>od, and 
I hear m this place how I may at- 
tain it; biit, m mj own oountiy, 1 
hear nothing of it; theiefoio I re- 
joice that I am coiae hither, and am 
Mftiffied with any thing." 

Young reader, leani from this poor 
Afnean boy how to prize your {Nrivi- 
lesee in England, and to be thank- 
fiS for you food, however j^n. 
The Extraordinary Boyt, 

A child, under ei^t yeam of ajge, 
has lately been exhibited at Spring 
Gardens, poafleaeed of wonderful pow- 
ea for performing arithmetical cupe- 
rations. Hia name is Zerah Col- 
bum, and he was bom at Cabut, in 
Vermont, in the United States of 
Amezica. on the Ist of S^tember, 
1804. About two years a£o, being 
at that time not six years of age, he 
first began to show his woiuierful 
powers of calculation. His father, 
who had not given him any other in- 
slzuction than such as is to obtained 
at a small school, waa surprised to 
hear him repeating one day the pro- 
ducts of several numbers. The news 
of this infimt prodicy soon circulated 
through the neighbourhood, and the 
father was encouraged to undertake 
the tour of the United States, and 
finally to visit London, where they 
arrived on the 13th of May, 1812. 
He detemuneSk with the greatest fa- 
cility and despatch, the exaict number 
of minutes or seconds in any given 
period of time. He tells the exact 
product axbing from the multiplica- 
tion of any number, consisting of 
two^ three, or four figures; or any 
number consisting of six or seven 
places of figures, being p0)pofled,.he 
will determine, with expeditioa and 
ease, aU th« foctorsof which itis cooh 
posed. This singular fiieulty ^oaae- 
quentiy extends to to ^xtonctieii oi 
jbe a%uue and cube n)ots af the 
number panmosed; and likewise t0 
tlie means or determining whether it 
be a wiBie number. At a naeetttigof 
Idends, thi« ohild laised tiie watobra 
•iglit piogMisively to the sixteenth 
n>wer, and in naniing the last ra- 



right ui evefy figme. He wasasked 
the square toot oX 106929, and befow 
the number could be written down he 
answered 337. Hewastheniequiiei 
to name the cube rootof 368,336ilS»^ 
and, with equal fodlity and prompt- 
ness, replied 645. One of the pat- 
ty requested him to name the fius- 
tors which produced the number 
347483, v^hich he hnmediately did by 
meirtionine the two nin^rs 941 and 
363 ; whicn indeed an the only two 
numben that will produce it 

Another of them pioposed 171395, 
and he named the foHowing fiictom 
as tile only ones that would pro- 
duce it, vk. 5X34379, 7X34485, 59X 
3905, 83X3063, 35X4897, 395X581, 
and 418X415. 

He was then asked to give the fiio- 
tors of d6088, but he inuoBdiately re- 
plied that It had none, which, in &ct, 
was the case, as 36083 is a prime 
number. One gentleman asked him 
how many minutes there were in for- 
ty-eight years ; and before the ques- 
tion eo«dd be written down, he repli- 
ed 35^338,800, and instantly added, 
thai the number of eeeondb in the 
same period was 1,513)736,000. In 
one ease he was asked to tell tiie 
squaro of 4395; he at &st hesitated, 
but, when he applied himself to it, he 
said it was \%Zl^S^. On b^ 
questioned as to the oatise of his hesP 
talion he replied that he ^ not like 
to multiply four figures by four 
figures ; " but," said he, " I found out 
another way ; I multiplkd 393 by 39^ 
and then multiplied this product by 
the number 15, whk^ produced the 
sane reaidt.'' On anoraer ocoaaon, 
the Duke of Gloucest^ asked faui 
the prodnet of 81,734 mUhipKed by 
543; he instantiyreptied 11,801,563 1 
but ujKm eome reiriMs being made, 
the child said he had, in & o^fvn 
mina Mll%di0d 66303 i^ 181. Al- 
though, in the first imiianoe, it la 
evident that 4395 is equal to 393X 
15, and com»q«eal!y that {43&bf s 
i^fyilbf « and tiiat in the se- 
cond case, 543 m equld to 1^X% 
and, conaeqD0ntiy^that01'334X(18t 
+3) «^J34xi)Xmi y^^i 
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BHurkablethat this oorobination ahould 
be munediately peiodved by the child. 
Perhaps thb child poHeesei an intui- 
tive knowledge of some important 
propeitieflof numbens and although 
be IB incapable at present of giving 
any satisnctory account of the state 
of his mind, or of communicating to 
othera the knowledge which it is so 
evklent he does possess ; yet there is 
leason to beEeve that, when his mind 
IS more cultivated, he will be able to 
divulge the mode by which he ope- 
rates, and to Doint out some new 
principles of calculation. With this 
Tiew a number of gentlemen have 
taken the child under their patron- 
age, and have formed themselves 
into a committee for the purpose of 
raperintending his education. 

Ueorge Bidder, the wonderful cal- 
culating boy, was introduced, on 
Thursday, April the 6th, 1815^ to her 
Majesty and the Princesses, by the 
Bisnop of Salisbury, before whom he 
exhibited his surprising talents. Of 
these talents we cannot speak in 
terms sufficiently stronjgr to express 
mir wonder and admiration. It would 
be vain to attempt to account for 
them upon any of the known princi- 
ples by which calculation is perform- 
ed. We can testify to the rapidity 
and precision of his answers in many 
questions of considerable intricacy. 
73ie following were, among others, 
proposed to him by Messrs. Knight :- 

What number multiplied by itself 
will produce 36,372,961 1— A. 6031. 
Answered in eighty seconds. 

How many minutes in forty-nine 
^rs?— A. 25,754,400. Answered 
in two seconds. 

Multiply 4698 by 4696Y— Ans. 
82,071,204. 

From 3,287,625^ sub. 2,343,756.— 
A. 943,869. 

Multiply 5 eight times by itself 'I — 
A. 1,95$125. 

THE BACKSLIDER. 

A SERIOUS Ghiistian once asked 
a great backslider, whether he r«dly 
mui found more satisfoction in the 
iadulgenoe of his lusts, and the foil 



swing of carnal pleasure, than he be^ 
fore had done in the prafesnon of the 
gospel, and in the houn he had for* 
merly spent for GK)d. He honestly 
replied he had not; and that so fiir 
from being happy, he was never m^ 
tormented except in a state of intoxi- 
cated dissipation. It pleased God, to 
restore him again, but not without 
such bitterness of spul as all the mad 
pleasures he had pursued were but a 
poor compensation to him for. 



BENEVOLENCE. 

A CURATE of Mr. C.'s has honour- 
ably recorded an instance both of his 
benevolence and his manners, la 
the year 1785, this gentleman was 
afflicted with a nervous fever, which 
brought considerable trouble and ex- 
pense to his vicar in supplying his 
church. During his illness, besides 
the tenderness and sympathy with 
which he was treated in other res> 
pects, he continued to receive his full 
salary. To use his own words, " ano- 
ther quarter was ended with still less 
service done than the former. The 
like beneficence was exerdsed." The 
curate, confounded at such repeated 
and uninterrupted generosity, ex- 
claimed, ''Dear sir, I have no de- 
mand upon you for this sum of mo- 
ney : I cannot receive it ; I have only 
done duty for a few weeks, and how 
much trouble and expense have I put 
you to by my illness !" With a ten- 
der smile, and a noble dignity of spi* 
rit becoming his natural and spiritual 
birth, Mr. C. replied, *^Take that 
which is thine own : did not I agree 
with thee for a penny 1" 

Such was the amiable character of 
our adorable Saviour, that he did not 
sit in the chair of ease till objects 
presented thmeselves to his notice; 
out he sought them out. He travel* 
led not for the sake of curiosity, of 
discovery, of fashion. His journeys 
were all journeys of benevolence, and 
nothing could prevent him firmn pro- 
secuting his design of mercy and 
love. Who are mey that resemble 
him 1 What shall we say to a Paul 
who was instant in season and out of 
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wasoni What shaHwe gay. to the 
fidthfhl mifleionaries, who leaving 
tiieir native country, have gone to the 
ends of the earth, to carry the tidings 
of salvation to miserable heathens 1 
What shall we say to a Howard, 
"whose activity carried him over 
half the globe to enter the dwellings 
of the wretehed; to examine debts, 
and wants,' and diseases; to endure 
loathsome sights and smells ; to give 
time, and thought, and lands, and 
money," to the sick, the wretch- 
ed and the amtivet What shall 
we say to a Clarkson, who travel- 
led in search of evidence, in order 
to abolish the slave trade, more than 
thirty-five thousand miles, which is 
nearly once and a half the circumfe- 
xence of the globe? These illus- 
trious characters need no monument 
to perpetuate their &me. While 
memory holds a seat in the breast of 
mortals, their benevolence, their ac- 
tivity, their compassion shall be re- 
membered; and when the universe 
shall fall, and time expire, they shall 
be had in everlasting remembrance 
in a better world. 

A lady who was an intimate friend 
of the late Dr. Leechman, pressed 
Idm one day to change his open car- 
nage for a close one : he walked se- 
reral times up and down the room 
without returning any answer: " I 
hear you thinking," said she, " shall I 
be so vain as to set up a fine car- 
riage T'—" No," said he, "I was 
thinkhig whether the difference in 
tile tax, &C. would not give more 
comfort to a certain family, than I 
could enjoy firom that convenience 
myself" 

Benevolent Lady. 

Extraordinary instances of liberal- 
ity ought to be recorded, to show not 
merely the benevolence of the indi- 
yidual, but by way of example to 
others who have it in their power to 
do good. A minister being in Lon- 
don with a case from tiie country, 
solicited a mite firom a lady. After 
healing the particular of the case, 
•he gave him five poundi, pwwmiting 
Vol. 2. 6 



him, at the same time, with another 
note of the same value to he distribu- 
ted among the poor of his flock, and 
a two pound note for a suffering in- 
dividual. He was preparing to return 
suitable thanks, when he was pre- 
vented by the lady desiring him to 
accept of a ten pound note for his 
wife. Such benevolence firom a 
stranger, such unexpected fiivour, so ^ 
overpowered his feelings, that he 
could only express his acknowledg- 
mento by grateful flowing tears. The 
benevolent lady then crowned the 
whole, by sabring, " Sir, the distribu- 
tion of my httie donations will occa- 
sion you some trouMe, to compensate 
which, permit me to beg your accept- 
ance of this trifle." Upon examina- 
tion, he found it to be another five- 
pound note. The sensation of the 
good man at the close of this inter- 
view can be much better conceived 
thi^ expressed. 

The benevolent Daughter rewarded. 

" The duty," says one, " of trust- 
ing the promises and providence of 
God in ffiving to the poor, even when 
one's circumstances are moderate 
and precarious, especially on urgent 
occasions, and the still higher duty of 
relieving parents in distress, as rartas 
children have it in their power, seem 
to be generally acknowledged : ]ret it 
is to De»feared, that few so entirely 
rely on the promises of God on this 
subject, as to risk much in obeying 
his plain commands^ ; and those who 
do, are often censured by their bre- 
thren as imprudent. It is to be feared 
also, that to expect any remarkable 
interposition of Providence in case of 

Eoverty occasioned by such conduct, 
owever consonant to the divine pre- 
ceptSy would scarcely be exempted 
fi^)m the charse of enthusiasm. I 
have, however, known several instan- 
ces, in which these promises of scrip- 
ture have been literally understood, 
relied on, and fulfilled, even beyond 
expectation. A female servant, who 
was p»t the prime of her life, in an 
inferior station, but much respected 
for her well-known piety and integii- 
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tfy htd tayed a little money fiom her 
Wa|^, which, as her heaidi was evi- 
tUmljr on the decline, and there was 
feeaeoB to think she ooald not long 
Mlpport the fatigues of her situation, 
Would pvobahly soon he required for 
lier own xeliet Thus dicumstanced, 
■he heard that her aged parents, by 
imaToidable calamity, were reduced 
«to extreme indigence, and, at the 
nme time, she nad reason to fear 
they were strangers to the comforts 
of true religion. She accordingly 
obtained leave to visit them; and 
making the best use of the opportu- 
niUr, both shared her little with them, 
«na used her utmoet endeavoun to 
nake them acquainted with the con- 
Mlations and supports of the Gospel, 
which she did apparently with some 
sfuooess. ^ She was afterwards remon- 
strated with by a religious acquaint- 
ance, who observed, that, in all proba- 
bility, she would herself soon stand 
in need of all the little she had laid 
by. But to this slie replied, that she 
could not think it her duty to -see 
ller aged parents pining in want, 
while she had more than was needful 
for her present use, and that she 
trusted God would find her some 
friend if he saw good to disable her 
for service. 

According to her faith, so it pro- 
ved to her. She continued to assist 
her parents till their death r soon 
after which event, she was entirely 
deprived of health, as to be utterly 
incapable of labour. But when no- 
thing but a woikhouse was in pros- 
pect for her, God, in a wonderful 
manner, raised her up friends where 
■he least' expected them. For years 
she was very comfortably supported 
in a way she could never have con- 
ceived, and circumstances were at 
length so ordered, that her mainte- 
nance to the end of life was almost 
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THB BRAND t>LnCKED OtTT OP TM 
FIRE. 

A PLAtN countryman, who was 
effectually called by divine grace un- 
der a sermon from Zech. ch. iii. ver. 
2. was some time afterwards accosted 
by a quondam companion of his 
drunken fits, and strongly solicited to 
accompany him tothe alehouse. But 
the good man strongly resisted all 
his arguments, saying, " I am a 
brand plucked out of the fire." His 
old companion not understanding 
this, he explained it thus: "Look 
ye," said he ; " there is a great differ- 
ence between a brand and a green 
stick: if a spark flies upon a brand, 
that has been partly burnt, it will 
soon catch fire again ; but it is not so 
with a green stick. I tell, you I am 
that brand plucked out of the fire, 
and I dare not enter into the way of 
temptation for fear of being set on 
fire again." Let us imitate the con- 
duct of this good man, in keepii^ 
out of the way of danger ; thus sh«3 
we enjoy peace, and preserve a con- 
science void of offence; 



as much ensured, as any thing can 
be in this perishing unoertain.world. 
So remarkably hath God verified his 
gracious word—" Trust in the Lord 
and do good, so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou •h «^lt be 
fed." Pa. aoutva. 3. 



THE BOASTER REPROVED. 

Euripides was slow in .composing: 
and laboured with difficulty, from 
which circumstance a foolish and 
malevolent poet once observed that 
he had written a hundred verses in 
three days, while Euripides had only 
written three. '• True," says Euri- 
pides j "but there is this difference 
between your poetry and mine— yours 
will expire in three days, but mine 
shall live for ages to come." Thus 
we often find, that what is of rapid 
growth, soonest comes to decay. It 
has been found true also, sometimes 
in a moral sense, that those who have 
made the greatest profession, and 
seemed to have outstnpped all bthers 
in their zeal, have, in tune of temptar 
tion, fidlen away.: while the delibe- 
rate the cautious, the humble, have 
held on their way, 

BRITAIN ONOB IDOLATROUS 

BuTisn ChnfliiUM4>Hffht tonoti- 
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U6tf that their aiieefltoTB weie onoe 
Mind adolaten, flerving dumb idob. 
An ancient writer, Dr. Phufere, in a 
aermon preached before the Univer- 
aity, at Cambridge, in the year 1573, 
aays, before the preaching of the gos- 
pel of GKrist, no church here exited, 
bat the temple of an idol ; no priest- 
hood bat thai of paganiim ; no God 
bat the sun, the moon, or some hide- 
ous imaffc. To the cruel rites of the 
druidical worship succeeded the abo- 
ininations of tiie Roman idolatry. In 
Scotland stood the temple of Mars ; 
in Cornwall, the temple of Mercury ; 
in Bangor, the temple of Minerva ; 
at MaMen, the temple of Victoria ; 
in Bath, the temple of Apollo ; at 
Leicester, the temple of Janus ; at 
York, where St. Peter's now stands, 
the temple of Bellona; in London, 
on the site of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
the temple of Diana; at Westmin- 
ster, where the Abbey rears its vene- 
labte pile, a temple of Apollo. But, 

Wonders of fiace to God beloncr* 
Repeat his tnerdes In your song* 

Now our country Is blest with thou- 
sands of Christian churches, and 
multitudes of gospel ministers. The 
land is full of Bibles; and British 
Christians, senable of their privi- 
leges, are strenuously engaged in dif- 
fusing the light of divine truth among 
the benighted nations. What hath 
God wrought 1 

THE TWO BROTHERS. 

t 

Horrible Rencontre. 

"We were conducted by the cap- 
tain of the Pizarro to the governor of 
the province, Don Vincente Empa- 
ran, to present to him the passports 
w^h had been given us by the first 
secretary of state. He received us 
with that frankness, and that noble 
simplicity, which, as at all times, cha- 
racterised the Biscayan nation. Be- 
fore he was named governor of Por- 
tobello and Cumana, he had distin- 
guished himself as a captain of a 
vessel in the royal navy, ^s name 
recalls to mind one of the most extrar 
«rdbua^ vad diitieHiBg evcirta n- 



oorded in the histoiy of 
wars. At the time of the last ru|^ 
tore between Spain and Engiand, 
two brothers of M. D'Emparaii 
fought during a whole night oefam^ 
the port of Cadiz, taking each otherVi 
ship for an enemy's. The battle wa* 
so terrible^ that both vessels weie 
sunk nearly at the same time. A 
Very small part of the crew were 
saved ; and the two brothers had the 
misfortune to recognize each other a 
little before they expired.'* 

THE BREAD OF LIFE TO BE 
VALUED. ' 

In a fiimine which prevailed oik 
board of a ship at sea, one oi th^ 
passengers said to another, "My 
friend, four thousand pounds am 
owiiur to me in France, which f 
should gladly relinquish for a loaf of 
bread and a glass of wine." How 
much more precious b the bread or 
life which can save the soul; and 
how those are to be pitied wher^ 
there is a fiimine of the word of tha> 
Lord I Happy are they who are fa-^ 
youred with this inestimable ble8»^ 
ing ; and what exertions should they 
not make to bestow it on others t 

Cruelties. 

About the year 1796, the follow- 
ing most shocking and atrocious mur^^ 
der, under the name of Suhumu^ 
rtinii, ♦ was perpetrated at MujUiK 
'~^» about - '' — '- ' — *•- 



poor, about a day's journey south 
from Calcutta. Vaucharamu, a Bra<^ 
min of the above place dying, hisi 
wife went to be burnt with thebody i 
all the previous ceremonies were per- 
formed ; she was fastened on the pile» 
and the fire kindled. The funerat 
pile was by the side of some brush- 
wood, and near a river. It was a lata 
hout when the pile was lighted, and 
was a very dark, rainy ni^t. Whei^ 
the fire began to scorch this poor wo- 
man, she contrived to disengage her* 
self from the dead body, and ciept 
from under the nile, and hid herself 
among the brusawood ; In] a, littlft 

* Bnlai. t0i0k.--iBmnnL dkuCL 
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tune it was daxaveted that only one 
body was on the pile. The rela- 
tions immediately took the alarm, and 
began to hunt for the poor wretch 
who had made her escape. After 
they had found her, the son drageed 
her forth, and insisted upon her 
tiirowing herself upon the pile a^ain, 
or that she should drown or hang 
herself. She oleaded for her life at 
the hands of her own son, and de- 
clared that she could not embrace so 
horrid a death. But she pleaded in 
vain ; the son urged that ne should 
lose his, and that therefore he would 
die or she should. Unable to per- 
suade her to bans or drown herself, 
the son and the others then tied her 
hands and feet, and threw her on the 
iiuieral pile, where she quickly 
perished. 

This was noticed in the House of 
Commons, in answer to an oppoeins 
statement, which asserted the " filid 
piety" of the Hindoos. 

Burning a Leper to death at Cuiwa. 

'^ *^ Last week I witnessed the bum- 
ins of a poor leper. A pit, about ten 
ciwits in depth, was dug, and a fire 
placed at the bottom of it The poor 
man rolled himself into it, but in- 
stantly, on feejin^ the fire, begged to 
be taken out, and struggled hard for 
that purpose. His mother and sister, 
however, thrust him in again; and 
thus a man, who, to all appearance, 
might have survived some years 
longer, was cruelly burnt to death. I 
finof that the practice is not uncom- 
mon in these parts." 

The practice of diseased persons, 
and espedaliy of those heavily afflict- 
ed with the leprosy, drowning them- 
selves, is very conunon, and is recom- 
mended in the writings of the Hin- 
doos. This poor wretch died with 
the notion that by thus purifying his 
body in the fire, he should receive a 
happy transmigration into a heahhful 
body ; whereas, if he had died by the 
disease, he would, after four births, 
have appeared on earth a leper again ! 

Lately a Hindoo carpenter was 
Oiowned because he had the leprosy. 



He was carried fi^nn one of tbi^ 
ghauta at Alum-gunj, in a boat, in 
the presence of a large assembly of 
people, and when, in deep water, put 
overboard. Two large earthen pots^ 
one filled with sand, the other with 
barley, were fostened to his shoulders. 
The man sunk, but after some time 
floated on the surface of the water. 
The people in the boat rowed after 
him, and took him up, but made suie- 
work of it the second time. 

The same man informed me, that 
about two years ago, at a village 
about two miles trom hence, a woman 
Was burnt, after an attempt to escape 
from the flames ! The fnenda of the 
deceased husband were very pooi^ 
and could not afford to procure wood 
for the funeral pile. They, however, 
collected a quantity of palmyra leaves 
for the purpose ; and the living wo- 
man with the dead body, were, as 
usual, put into the midst of the heap.; 
The nre was kindled, and the wo- 
man's clothes consumed; but she 
struggled and got out of the flames, 
and attempted to run away, entreat- 
ing her pursuers to spare h^ life^ 
but, alas ! entreated in vain ; she was 
seized and destroyed ! ! 

The mode of burning the dead in 
this neighbourhood di&rs from that 
which I have seen in Bengal. In- 
stead of wood, which I suppose is 
much dearer than in Bengsd, they 
get a few bundles of long grass, such! 
as poor people use for building their 
houses, ana afl»r placing the body 
on a kind of stage about a foot and a 
half from the ground, with some of 
the grass over and some under it, 
they set fire to {he heap, let it flame 
for a minute or two perhaps, and 
then quench it, and throw the singed 
body in the river. 

This ceremony I have several 
times witnessed, and the persons em> 
ployed appeared to be as much di- 
verted with the act of kindling and 
extinguishing the flames, as the boys 
in England are at bonfires in fiddin 
in the country. 

Crueltynnd Igntrrance, 
Albutioi^ a prince of CeMberia, l» 
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v^cm Scipio restored his wife, was 
t sordid man, &ther to Canidia. He 
lieat his servants hefore they were 
roilty of any offence, " ksl," said he, 
" I should nave no time to punish 
them when they offend/' 

Herod, who massacred the male 
children at Bethlehem, in hopes that 
he might destroy the Saviour of 
mankind, died in exquisite torments^ 
efften of worms, at the age of se- 
venty-one. He was remarkable for 
bis cruelty. As he knew that the 
day of his death would become a day 
of mirth and festivity, he ordered the 
most illustrious of his servants to be 
confined and murdered the very mo- 
ment that he expred, that every eye 
in the kingdom should seem to shed 
tears at his death. 

Happily, however, his sanguinary 
commands were not carried into 
effect. 

The reciting of instances of cru- 
elty cannot be jileasant to a reader's 
feelings; only it tends to show us 
what human nature is when left to 
itseH Ptolemy IV. successively sa- 
oificed to his avarice his mother, his 
wife, his sbter, and his brother. 
Thus we see that the bonds of na- 
ture are no barriers against insatiable 
cruelty. 

Nabis, a cruel tyrant of Laoedie- 
mon, when he had exercised every 
art in plundering the citizens in 
Sparta, made a statue whichj in re- 
semblance, was like his wife^ and 
was clotiied in the most magnificent 
apparel, and whenever any one re- 
fused to deliver up his nches, the 
tyrant led him to the statue, which 
immediately, bjr means of secret 
springs, seized him in its arms, and 
tormented him in the roost excrucia- 
tmg manner with bearded points and 
prickles hid under its clothes. 

As the souls of men are of infinite 
value ; as through ignorance and 
depravity, they are exposed to the 
most imminent danger, how abso- 
lutely neoessai^ is it for ministers to 
be faithful, plam, and Jealous in the 
discharge et the commissiou entrust* 



ed to their hands t Nothing ia vaar» 
despicable than the affectatixH^ of 
learning, ynt, or eloquence, when 
souls are perishing for lack of know- 
ledge. It is recorded, as an instanoob 
of the cruel temper of Nero, that in 
a general femine, when many perish- 
ed by hungfer, that he ordered a shxp^ 
should come from E^ypt (the grana- 
ry of Italy) laden with sand K>r the^ 
use of wrestlers. In such an extre- 
mity to provide only for delight, that: 
there might be spectacles in the the*, 
atre, when the city of Rome was af- 
fected ^ with such misery as to mdt 
the heart of any but a Nero, waa 
most barbarous cruelty ; — but how- 
much more cruel is he whose prepa- 
rations for the pulpit, are only aft 
chaff or sand, while the bread of life 
is kept out of sight, and many axe^ 
ready to perish with hunger t 

THE Hindoo's confession;. ' 
, When one of the converted Hii>- 
doos came to be baptized he made? 
this confession. He said he had 
been for years searching for a way^ 
of happiness in Pooiahs, (holy placee 
in the river, &c.) but all in vain i 
but when he heard the weid 6t 
Christ he could not rest. He sat 
up a whole night in distress ofmind* 
He had great fears about his sins^ 
When asked how he lost them, he 
said, " They went away in thinking 
on Christ." Thus we shall never 
get rid of our fear in any other wa^f 
than by thinking on Christ, thmk- 
ing on his atoning sacrifice, hui finish*^ 
ed righteousness, bis great love,^ bift 
free promise, his willingness to save« 
It was this that made another Hin- 
doo say,, when he was asked how bc^ 
hoped to be saved, " I am a shtiusrs, 
I have nothing to give to God ; but 
if a rich man oecome a poor man'ci 
surety, he may trust in hihi : thus I 
place my trust in Christ Jesusw*^ 
Distressed Christian, you may firmly 
rely on the Saviour, he will nevef 
disappoint your fear i Is he not ablft 
to save to the uttermiQiBt, j[ and wJll lift 
CDfldenmyottl 
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THfi BLIND CONTROVRRSUUSTB. 

In our inquiries after truth, and 
defence of it, it ill becomes us to 
manifest a lagoted, petulant dispo- 
sition. We may, with all our z^, 
be mistaken. 

A certain philanthropist, observing 
some poor bhnd men, very humanely 
furnished each of them with a staff 
to help them on their waj ; but they, 
instead of thanking hmi, availing 
themselves of the aid thus afforded 
them^ and assisting each other in the 
use of it, quickly fell into disputes 
respecting its breadth, length, and 
thickness, till bein^ unable to adopt 
the same conclusion, and equally 
unwilling to agree to differ on the 
subject, forgetting the end for which 
the staff was bestowed, and the pur- 
pose to which it should be applied. 
In the heat of their contention, they 
actually employed it as a cudgel, with 
which they beat one another most 
unmercifully. Thus angry contro- 
versialists too often use the Bible : 
that which was given them for their 
support, they convert into an instru- 
mi^nt of discord and disputation. 

THE COBLER. 
A COBLER at Leyden, who used to 
attend the public disputations held at 
the academvi was once asked if he 
understood Latin 7 ''No," replied 
the mechanic ; "but I know wno b 
wrong in the argument*' " How 1'* 
repli^ his friends "Why, by see- 
ing who is angry first.*' 

THE WOODEN CHALICE. 

NoTHiNa can be more awful than 
when the ministers of the sanctuary 
degenerate and become idle and licen- 
tious : when they are ambitious for 
rich livings, gre^it connexions, and 
the appro^tion of men, rather than 
to lay themselves out for the benefit 
of society, or the glory of God. In 
proportion, however, as any church 
or churches become allied to the 
world, we find this to be the case. 
Hence primitive times most likely 
had the superiority as to simcJicity, 
fidelity, and aposioilic zeal« One of 



the martyrs wafi asked the questiooy 
if he would receive the sacrament 
provided it was administered to Uip 
in a wooden chalice 1 To which he 
answered, "The time was, when 
there were wooden cups and golden 
priests i but, now," says he ; '* thet 
are golden cups and wooden pi^ests.^' 
In the first days they were more 
humble than now, and content with 
wooden vessels ; but the ministers 
were gold in regard to grace and god- 
liness. Let us bear this in mind, and 
earnestly entreat the great Head of 
the church, to increase the number 
of those who shall be simple in their 
manner, evangelical in their princi- 
ples, laborious in their exertions, and 
devoted in their lives, that the work 
may prosper, and the word of the 
Lord have free course and be glori- 
fied. 



CONVERSIONS. 

W. B. HAD lived a dissolute lift 
for nearly forty years. He was noto- 
rious for drmking and Sabbath^ 
breaking, and his general deportment 
was so abandoned, that he was wick- 
ed even to a proverb. On Saturday 
evening, March 4, 1789, he attended 
a funeml at the parish-church, aqd, 
from the place of interment, he im- 
mediately betook himself to a public- 
house, where he became so intoxica- 
ted,, that it was with some difiScuIty 
he was enabled to reach his own ha- 
bitation. No sooner was he laid 
down upon his bed, and composed to 
sleep, than the words of Eliphaz 
were verified in his experience : " In 
thoughts from the visions of the night, 
when deep sleep falleth upon man, 
fear came upon me, and trembling, 
which made all my bones to shake." — 
For he dreamed a frightful dream :— . 
he thought he saw a serpent of the 
hydra kind, with nine heads, ready 
to seize him ; whatever way he turn- 
ed, a head presented itself; nor could 
he by all the methods he devised, ex- 
tricate himself from the baneful mon- 
ster. He awoke in great distress aqd 
perturbation.— Though it was but « 
dream, it inad« a strong impresston 
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UDQii hu mind, and he was afiraid |hat 
it portended some future evil. The 
n^^ft momipg, one of the members of 
oar meeting, as he was ^oing to the 
house of Goici, observed hmi in a pen- 
sive, posture, and asked him if he 
Tvould go with him and. hear a ser- 
mon on the old serpent ' The sound 
of the word serpent, arrested his at- 
tention, and excited bis curiosity to 
hesLT what I had to sa^ upon such a 
subject. But for ttus expression, 
probably , thepoor man had remained 
unmoved. Why the person used it, 
he could not tell, nor whyiie invited 
him to accompany him that morliing, 
a thing which he had never done 
before, though they both livfd un- 
der the same roof, but bb could teH 
who, in the days of his flesh, "must 
needs go through Samaria," and 
whose providences are always in to- 
inciddhce with the purposes of his 
grace. As soon as prater was ended, 
X prelfohed from Gren. liL l3, 14, apd 
15. "And the Lord God said unto 
the woman, what is this that thou 
hast done ; and t^e wcfman said, the 
serpent begtjiled me, and I did eat. 
And the Lord God said unto the ser- 
pent, because thou hast done this, 
thou art cursed above all cattle, and 
above evfery beast of the field : upon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust snalt 
thou eat all' the days of thy life ; and 
I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel." As 
I was explaining who that serpent 
Was, and the met&ods he took to be- 
guile sinners, the Lord opened the 
poor man's eyes, and the word had 
free course, and was glorified. From 
that moment, he gave every denon- 
s^tion of a real change of heart. 
About four or five months, hb conti- 
nued in the pangs sf the new birth. 
The anguish of liis soul was great 
indeed:- he perceived the nui^Mr of 
his sins, and felt the weight of his 
guilt. For some time, he was tempt- 
ed to despair — I may say, to put an 
end to his existence ; but, while he 
waa musing on hii wretched condi- 



tion, these words were lippUed as & 
sovereign remedy toJus idmicted soul : 
<* Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." This ad 
ministered all that ioy and comfort 
he stood in need of. Now he waa 
enabled to believe, that Christ was as 
willing to forgive, as he was mighty 
to re£em : the burden of his ^It 
dropped from his mind as Pilgnm's 
did at the sight of the cross, and im- 
mediately he rejoiced with joy un- 
speakabte and iull of glory. I was 
with him a little while after, and, with 
a heart overflowing with gratitude to 
God, he showed me the place of his 
Bethel visit, where the Lord had 
opened to him his bleeding heart, and 
manifested his forgiving love. The 
whole neighbourhood allow him to 
be a converted man. The most 
wicked person in the place, will attest 
the truth of Ms conversion. He 
seems to be, as the apostle expresses 
it, a living epistle of Christ, seen and 
read of all men. 

^ It is said of a Mr. T., and three of 
his associates, that, to enliven the 
company, they once undertook to mi- 
mic a celebrated preacher. The pro- 
position was highly gratifying to all 
the parties present, and a wager 
agre^ upon, to inspire each indivi- 
dual with a desire o^ excelling in this 
impious attempt. That their jovial 
auditors might adjudge the prize to 
the most adroit perfcrmer, it was 
concluded that each should open the 
Bible, And hold forth from the first 
text that should present itself to his 
eye. Accordingly,* three in their 
turn, mounted the tabje, and enter- 
tained their wicked companions^ at 
the expense of every thm^ sacred. 
When they had exhausted uietr little 
stodc c£ buflToonery, it devolved on 
,Mr. T. to dose this very isreverent 
scene. Much elated, and confident 
of success, he exclaimed, as he as- 
cended the table, " I shall beat you 
all P' But oh ! the stupendous depth 
of divine mercy I Who would have 
conceived, that a gracious Providence 
should have presided over such an 
assembly, and. that. Uufi ahoold be their 



«& 



BBLtmOI78^ UCAAt, AND 



time of heavenly love to one of tbe 
most outrageous inockeni 

Mr. T., when the Bible was hand- 
ed to him, had not the slightest {»«• 
conception what part of the Scrip- 
ture he should nuike the subject of 
his banter. HowcTer. bjr the gui- 
dance of an unerring Providence, it 
opened at the following remarkable 
passage, Luke xiii. 3: "Exceiit ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
No sooner had he uttered the words, 
than his mind was affected in a vei^ 
extraordinary manner. The sharp- 
est pangs of conviction now seized 
him, and conscience denounced tre- 
mendous vengeance upon his soul. 
In a moment, he^ was mvoured with 
a clear view of his subject, and divi- 
ded his discourse more like a divine, 
who had been accustomed to speak 
on portions of Scriplure, than like 
one who never so much as thought 
on religious tomes, except for the pur- 
pose of ridicule. He mund no defi- 
ciency of matter, no wunt of utter- 
ance ; and We have frequently heard 
him declare, " If ever I preached in 
my life by the assistance of the Spi- 
rit of God, it was at that time." The 
impression that the subject made up- 
on his own mind, had such an efP&dt 
upon his manner, that the most igno- 
rant and profane could not but per- 
ceive, that what he had spoken, was 
with the greatest ancerity. 

Carracicius, an Itahan marquis, 
and nephew to' Pope Paul Y. was 
converted by Peter Martvr's reading 
the first epistle pf the Corinthians. 
The 53d cnai^er^of Isaiah, was one 
mean of th^ conviction and conver- 
sion of the famous wit, Lprd Ro- 
chester. 



rMfaig of it A dereyman, in It^ 
land, met With a poor blind man^ be- 
tween liinety and a hundred yeidte or 
age, and addressed him by rentti^- 
ing, that he was a very oH man. Ho' 
answered, "Aye;'* and, after a short 

riuse, he said, " it is well for me thSt 
lived to be old ; but it (with a low 
voice) was l>ad for Sok>mon." The 
clergyman asked him what reason 
he had to say that He answer^, 
"if Solomon had died when he wad 
young, he would have been one oC 
the greatest men in the world ; but 
if I had oied when I was young, I 
should have gone to hell Solomon 
lived tp disgrace himself; Ihavehyed 
to obtain glory." After he had ex- 
pressed his dependance on the blood 
of Christ for salvation, and acknow- 
ledged that it was by tno Holy Ghost 
he came to the knowledge of divine 
things, the cleigyman asked him» 
whether he had heajd any person 
sp^ak of those thmgs : hdsaid, "no;'*^ 
then how he came to the knowledge 
of the BiWe texts he had qupted 7 — 
He said, "that ab6ut fitse yea^ be- 
fore, having become blind, and de- 
sirous to prepare his soul^ he caused 
a grandclmd of his, that could read,, 
to procure a Bible, -yWhich he made 
him read to him constantly ; and that 
through reading the Bibfe,* the Lord 
opening lus heart, mad^ him feel hia 
love," and then broke out into many 
expvessions of praise! What a strongs 
argument is. tins, first, to iiistruot the 
ignorant to read, and then to use the 
most vigorous exertions to circulate 
the sacred Scriptures.among them I 
Who can calculate on the blessed el^ 
fects! 
When I Was a child, between nine 



The Hind Mattm convert^ by his 
Ora/i 
bim. 



Although the Supreme Being 
could accomplish the work of conver- 
sion "without the use of means, yet 
he is generally please^ to work by 
them. One ei tne principal of these, 
is his own word ; sometimes by the 
pr^ching, and sometimes hj the , 



and twelve years old, I used to think 

'!l^2i^"7^n^irAT ^Tn\^^ ^^ • ^cry S^ thing to go to 
Ora^hOd reoritn^ ike Bible to^^^^^j^^ ^j^j^ I'Skl once Ivery Inn- 

dfiy, .but seldom more, spending the 
other part of my Sabbath in play, 
&c but when I came home, and lay 
down on my bed of a night, there 
used to be a sting of conscience upon 
me, that I ought to be better, and 
senre God more^ which made a little 
impression iqpoii me for the nigltf} but 
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it .Was QTor in the moniing>*>y9t 
■ometimeB it ibUowed me so that *I 
made a resolution tty) he better, which 
I tried and" wrote some prayers to 
Bead, of a aight ; hut when I came to 
be with my companions again, it was 
all woie off; and I left oifsaying my 
prayers, and gave myself, up to* my 
companions egun, and thus I went 
on nom time toiime ; hut one time, 
in particidar, when in agreat'tleal of 
tioiible about my mother's affairs,' 
and it came to my mind that I had 
been doing wrpng, then it particular- 
ly struck me, that Christ came to die 
n>r me as a sinner, as well as any 
one; and that> he«did not die for me 
alone, but for all : which , thought 
:gave me comfort, till at last I came 
up to London. How I used to go to 
church once a day, and thought that 
that was enough, and so spent the 
Test of the day in going to tea-gar- 
dens, &c. : also to plays, &a in the 
week days ; but, as Providence would 
have it, 1 happened to catch hold of 
a companion who was a serious 
young man, and on the 30th August, 
1786, as we were walking together, 
we happened to fall into a senous 
disoouTse, in talking of the joy of 
heaven, and the pains of hell which 
must befall them that are disobedient. 
I began-to think that I had been hither- 
to goins on in a vHcked life, and that 
it was Mst font me to begin to work 
out m|r salvation, while I had the 
time, &c. continued; and that as I 
had found myself to be a wretchedly 
wicked nnner, I thought it was not 
too soon to come to him whose blood 
cleanses from all sin, which impress- 
ion bore continually 'upon my mind ; 
nevertheless, I thought it no harm to 
go to plays, &c. till I had heard mi- 
nisters r^ the word of Grod ; then I 
leamtthat I must leave alljor Christ ; 
till at last, it worked so upon my 
mind, that I found to follow Christ 
was the best gain, and that if I still 
, followed the pleasures of life, I could 
not, serve Cmpst. From this time I 
ftijind yetj UtUe k>ve to the world, 
and more tp Christ : so I r^iounced 
ftH' ^(mpvaif>na M bim. wha was 



*made useful to me, and we met to- 
gether of an evening to expound the 
Scriptures one to another : by which 
m^ins, and, by going often to hear 
minigters, I found myself as it welto, 
established in ChristianHy, had more 
and more a sense of my sin, and of 
the mercy of Christ in forgiving 
them; thus I went on, and some- 
times I thought I should like to ga 
into the ministry, though at the same^ 
time) I did not luiow what it was ta- 
be a minister. 

■ 

* 

Ananda Rayer's Conversion, 

The account of Ananda RayerV 
conversion is given by the Rev. 
Dr. John, the aged missionary at 
Tranquebar, in a letter to Mr. Des- 
granges. This Brahmin applied (as 
many Brahmins and other Hindoos 
constantly do) to an older Brahmin, 
of some fame for sanctity, to know 
" what he should do that he might 
be saved!" The old Brahmin told him. 
that " he must repeat a certain pray* 
er four lack of times ;" — ^that is four 
hundred thousand times. This hs 
performed in a pagoda, in six monthly 
and added many painful ceremonie% 
but finding no comfcnrt or peace- ttani 
these external rites, he went to a Rck 
mish priest, and asked him if hs 
knew what was the true religion 1 
The priest gave him some Chnstian 
books in the T^linga language ; an(^ 
after a long investigation of Christi- 
anity, the inquiring Hindoo had n<y 
doubt remaining on his mind, that' 
"Christ was the Saviour of the 
world." But he was not satisfied 
with the Romish Miorship in many 
points; he disliked the adoration of 
images and other superstitions : and 
havmg heard from tne priests them- 
selves, that tiie protestant Christiana, 
at Tanjore and Tranquebar profess-, 
ed to have a pure faith, and nad got; 
the Bible translated, and worshiped 
no images, he visited Dr. John, and 
the other Missionaries at Tranque- 
bar, where he remained four monthfl^ 
conversiag, says Dr. John, "almoftt 
every di^ with me," an^ examinuig 
the holy Scriptures. He soon w> 



70 



HmfttAflHM^ 'AMVaMVBtl. 



waimd the T«mal. laiunii^ (w^ic^ jUwde liini. fiat we peieeived thai 
iM affinity wilh the Tehnga) that he was humUed f lua dteees of 
Veinight read the Tamultian8|atl«ii;{»miiid baeame gieatt he attencled 
and he finally became a member of * ' 
Ihe protestant church. The Mia- 
eionaries at Vivgapatam being in 
want of a learned Telinffa acholiu', to 
assist them in a tmnslatioii of the 
^riptares into theTelinga language, 
Db. J(^n recoounend^ Ananck' 
Rayef; "for he was averse," says 
lie, " to midertake any worldly em- 
{>loyment, and had a great desire to be 
useful to his brethren of the Telinga 
nation." The reverend Missionary 
concludes thus : ** what Jesus Christ 
hath reauired of his followers, this 
man hatli literally done : he hath left 
&ther, mother, sisters, and brothers, 
and houses, and lands^ for the gos- 
pel's sake." 



Conversion qf a GriquOf or Slmth 
African, 

A Crriqua, oamed Jacdh OootCf 
had been the promoter of much evil ; 



cloeely at all our meetings, he eqdulr- 
ed the ridaeule -of his oompanioBB 
with patience, and declared Ikia in* 
tention to do all he •could to Mclaam 
those whfym he had been the meiaia 
ofjdebauchinf. H&^ now speaka very 
humbly of Ivbiself, and abhors h!sfe!f- 
mep eosduct His convenioa ap- 
pears to hane been the aeans of raa 
con versicHl of* others. One Mannel 
Mannel, a very greit^ enemy, and a 
mocker at God's word, has been con* 
vinced, and is now seeking the Lord 
Jesus. Ajtdvie Skndric is another 
who was of the same stamp as JacfA 
Clootef and equal with him in aU 
onfulpracticesL He was one of tiioee 
who took the. letters which Mr. 
Campbdl sent away wiiile here. Up- 
on his return he said — '* it is as if I 
was come back into a new world ; 
every one is now speaking of Jesus.'* 
He is now walking humbly befora 



# ringleader among the young people Crod, and many more are inquiring. 



in drunkenness and lewdness, every 
decent person was both ashamed and 
afraid of him. He seemed to have 
been given up to wickedness, and 
every means wnich had been tried to 
reclaim him was in vain. Mr. 
Campbell can teH you how he trou- 
bled U8 just before he left us. He 
stood charged with such grossly im- 
mortal conduct, that it was judged 
necessary to compel him to live near 
us, that we might check his prpceed- 
ings ; but be set us at defiance. For 
some time he raged and threatened 
to !revenge hinuel£ But, blessed 
be God ! it seems that his heart is 
changed. He began now and then 
to come to the churofa. Brother 
Jantz and I took ev^ opportunity 
to convince him of his dan^. At 
£rst he showed great eimiity ; but 
one daj he heard us and gave us no 
Answer, We observed htm a little 
afifeeled. He then began to call on 
us, and, Yay degrees, to open his mind 
fous. Tms was soon known. Those 
«rho feared Gtwl were a litae efiraad 
Df him, and his oomptnions hagan to 



Some years a^ a young inan of 
the city of Norwicb, about eighteen 
years of age^ was walking, one mom- 
mg, with a party of other young men, 
who had all agreed for that day to 
make holiday. The first object that 
attracted their attention, was an okl 
wQinan who pretended to tell for- 
tunes; they immediately 'Omploved 
her to tell theirs : and, that they 
might fully qualify her for their un- 
dertaking first made her theroughly 
intoxicated with spirituous liquor. 
The vouag man, of whom mention 
was nrst made, who wns informed, 
among other things, that he wouid 
five to a very old age, and see fuB 
children, crand-children, and great 
erand-children growing up around 
him, though he had asauted in quali- 
fying the old womah for the fraud by 
intoxicating her, yet lie had credulity 
enough to be struck With those parts 
of hSt pre^tkms ^i^ch- related to 
himSeUl " And so," footh he, lylkeii 
alone, « I aria to liv« to m^ «mWii0ll, 

Snd^'dnldien, aisd gieft gtuad-«hil-« 
n! Att)Hit4ige|iDWtte«liilK 
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iden tb the jomi^ people. Whatsball 
Idol TlieTe is no way for' an old 
man to render himself more agreea- 
able to youth than by sitting and 
idling them pleasant and profitable 
vtories. I- vnU then," thought he, 
**duringmy youth, endeavour to store 
my mind with all kinds of knowledge; 
I will see and hear, and note down 
every thing that is rare and wonder- 
fol, that I may nt, when incapable of 
other employment, and entertain my 
descendants. Thus shall ftiy com- 
pany be rendered 'pleasant, and' I 
shall be respected rather (ban neglect- 
ed in old age. Let me see ; what 
can I acquire first? O! here is a 
fitmous methodist preacher, Whit- 
field; he is to preach, they say, to- 
night ; I will go and hear him." 

From these strange motives the 
young man declared he Prent to see 
Mr. Whitfield. He |pveached thiitt' 
eveimur firom Matt, ni 7. "But 
when he saw many of |he Pharisees 
and Sadducees.come to his baptlim, 
he said unto them, O generation of vi- 
pers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come T' " Mr. Whitr 
field," said the young jnan, " descri- 
bed the Sadducean character: this 
did not touch me. I thought myself 
as good a Christian as any man in 
England. * Frcmi this he went to that 
of me Pharisees. He described their 
exterior decency, but observed that 
the poison of the viper rankled in 
their hearte. This rather shook me. 
At length, in the course of his ser- 
mon. He abruptly broke off, pattsed 
fi)r a few moments, then burst into a 
flood of- tears : lifted up his hands 
and eyes, and exclaimed^ * O, my 
hearers! the wrath's to coaBb^ the 
wrath's to come.' 

" These words sunk deep into my 
heart, like lead in the waters. I wept, 
and, when the sermon was ended, 
retired alone. For days and weeks I 
eould think of Jittle else. Those 
awful words would follow me wher- 
ever I went — * the wrath's to <5ome, 
the wrath's to come!'" The issue was, 
that the youn^man, soon after, made 
« publk {»roieflei0a of religion, and 



in a little time bwvimB a vexy •onnO' 
derable preacher. 

INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
~Tbe primitive Christians endured 
the 'fiery trial with insuperable con- 
stancy : and the most powerful aigu- 
ment that inspired their couragg,cfes« 
pising life and deatii,'was that Uhri0t 
w|us ueir leader in those terrible conr 
flicts; he was thfeir spectator, wheni 
they encountered wild beasts and 
fiercer tyrants Ibr.the defence of hia 
truth and glory of his name; and 
while they were suffering for him, he 
was preparing immortal crowns^ fer 
them. This St. Cyprian, in his pas- 
toral letters to the Cnristmns in Afrk 
ca, represent^ 'with such powerful 
eloqueAce, that kindled m their 
breasts a love to Christ stronger than 
death* 

Basil affirms that the primitive 
sainto showed so mucl) comfort an4 
courage, so much heroic 2eal and con- 
stancy, that many of the heathens 
turned Christians. LactsAitius boasts 
of Uie fortitude of the martyrs in his 
time. 

" Our children and^women (not to 
speak 'of uten) do in silence over- 
come their tormentors, and the Bie 
cannot so much as fetoh a sigh firom 
them." Hegesippus repo^ an ob* 
servation of Antoninus the emperor, 
viz., that the Christians Were always 
most courageous and confident in 
earthquakes, while his own heathen 
soldiers were, on such occasions, 
most fearful and dispirited: The 
suffering saint maybe assaulted and 
troubled, but can never be oonquer- 
ed : he may lose his head, but cannot 
lose his crown, which the righteouft 
Lord hath laid up for him. 

Christianity Exemplified. 

Christifthity is not only a system 
of truth but of peiice. Pliny the 
younger was obligated to bear his 
testimony to this. He presided over 
Pontus and Bithynia^'ui the office 
and with the power of ' proconsul. 
By his hiimamty, the p^rsecutioa 
which had been begun against thd 
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ClirbtiAx^ of ^i^ province wan stop- 
ped ; for he solemnly declared to tne 
emperor Trajan, that the followers of 
Christ were a meek and inoffensive 
sect 0/ men ; that their morals were 
pure ftad innocent ; that they were 
nee frqm aU crimes, and that they 
▼oluntarily hound themselves, by the 
most tolemn oaths, to abstain from 
▼ice and .to relinquish eteiy sinful 
pursuit. Wiiat can 'be a more charm- 
ing exposition of the words of the 
aj)ostle, 1 Peter ii. 12., .than this tes- 
limony.l Hcfw well it is to explain 
and ulustrater the Scriptures by the 
purky of bur conduct ! 

BCSLAJICHOLT INSTANCE OF FE- 
MALE CONSTANOT AND TENDER- 
NESS. * 

A TOUNG lady of a good fapolly 
and hatidbome fortune, had, for some 
time, extremely loved, and b^en equal- 
ly beloved, .by Mx. James Dawson, 
Qne of those unhappy gentlemeA who 
lUffered at fCenmngton Common for, 
hiffh treason ; and had he been acquit-' 
tea, 6r*aiter condemnation found the 
royal mercy, the day of his enlarge-* 
ment was to have- been that of their 
marriage. 

I w^ jQot prolong th^'narrative by 
any repetition of wl^t she sufl'^red 
on sentence being passed upon him ; 
none excepting those utterly incapable 
of feeling any soft or generous emo- 
tions, hut may conceive her agonies ; 
besides, the sad catastrophe will be 
sufficient to congee you of their sin- 
oerity. Not all the persuasions of 
her Kindred could prevent her from 
going to the place of execution ; she 
was determined to see the last of a 
person so dear to her, and according- 
ly Mowed the sledges in a hackney- 
coach, accompanied by ^ gentleman 
nearly relate«[ to her, and one female 
friend. Bhe got near enough to see 
the fire kindled, whieh was to con- 
■ume ,that heart she knew so much 
devoted to her, and all the other 
dreadful preparations for his &te, 
without Ming guilty of any one of 
t&ose extravagaocoes her fhenda had j 



ap{Jrehended ; but when all was over, 
and she found that he was no ihqie, 
she drew her head back into the 
Qoach, and crying out — " M}[ dear, I 
follow thee ! tioxd Jesus receive both 
our souls together!" ftiH on the ne6k 
of her companion, and expired in 
the yery moment she waa speaking. 

CHASTITY. 

When Appius Claudius, the de- 
cemvir, became enamoured of Vir- 
ginia, and her father had heard of 
hi^ violent proceedings and inten- 
tions, he arrived at the place to which 
his aaug)iter wad removed, and de- 
manded to see her : and when his 
request was granted, he snatched a 
kmfo and plunged it into Virginia's 
breast, excudming — '' This is all, my 
dearest daughter, I gan give thee to 
preserve thy chastity from the lust 
and violence of a tyrant !" Howevet 
unjustifiable this mi^ht be, to take 
away the life of his ^lild, it showed 
his great abRonrence of the act of 
un6hastity, at least in his o'^m daugh- 
ter. ' * ^ 

CHARITY. 

Though charity to the poor will 
not entitle us to the heavenly inheri- 
tance, as isome imagine, yet it u a 
dut^ binding on all who have it in 
their power. Nor can those who are 
contracted, illiberal, and close, give 
any proof of their, loving God while 
they have no chari^ totiieir brother. 
He who seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up the bowels of com< 

{)assion for him, how dwelleth.the 
ove of God in faim 1 In proportion 
as yre feel the efiect^ of divine grao^, 
and ate conformed to the conduct of 
thb Saviour, we shall be desirous of 
doing ^ood. The Revy Mr. A. was 
so charitable, that he would have but 
five teeth in his rake in harvest time, 
that there might be more left for the 
gleaners*, so that a boy has oflen 
gleaned half a bushel of barley a-dav 
m his field. He always sold his 
grain cheaper to the poor than the 
market price. He employed a great 
many jpoor people in pianting the 
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MWiBoii hedges with plumbe, cher- 
ries, and other fruitrtruee, for the 
eupply of the poor, and of traveUen. 
At Chriatii»e, he eaveever? noor 
pariahioner a peck of com. Of nun 
amijjht be truly said, " When the 
ear heard him it Ueeied him ; when 
the eye saw him it ^ye witneea to 
him ; becauae he dehvered the poor 
that cried, and the fiaherteM, and 
them that had none to help them." 

Some of the biethien belonging to 
the Rev. Mr. L.»» church at Portaea, 
weroin the habit of ushering in the 
moming of the Lord's da^ by meet- 
iBg in the ▼estry for sooal prayer, 
euortation, and conference on some 
portion of scriptoie alternately. At 
one of thsse conference meetings, 
the text led to charity, when one of 
the brethren made the following com- 
ment on the text: — ''I shall say no- 
thing more than this ; we have been 
talkmg of chaiity— it would be good 
to put it in exercise. Here is our 
brother E. F. goes to his work every 
moming this ^d weather without a 
great coat, and here is my shtllinff 
towards buyin([ him one." The good 
men took me hmt| and the poor man 
was enabled to purchase the neces- 
sary article the next day. How much 
better would it be if many who are 
so violent to prove their orthodoxy 
would \» as zeabus in maintaining 
mod works : for what doth it profit, 
tkough a man say he hath &ith, and 
have not works : can foith save him? 



gloried in the vakmr of his country, 
and exdted in the pride of beinff an 
Englishman, after the battles of Tia- 
&lgar and Salamanca, whoi had be 
been sent into the action, would have 
i been shot for cowardice. 



Preteruioru to Goodnew false, unless 
founded in real Charity, 

Let not any one^ however, intrench 
himself in the supposed security of 
surrounding goodness. Let not any 
take comfort that he Uvea in an age 
of charity, if he himself be not 
<^ntabla We are not benevolent 
by contact or infoctbiK or hj brc^h- 
ing an atmospheiB of chanty. ^ Yet 



Who has not seen the ready eye 
discharge its kindly showera at a tale 
of wo, and the frugal sentimentalist 
comfort himself that his tears had 
paid more chea{dy the debt of bene- 
volence, for which his purse had been 
8oticited7 

The author, many years ago^ 
made one in a party of mends ; an 
expected guest, who was rather late, 
at length came in : she was m great 
sgitation, having been detained on 
tbe road by a dreadful fire in the 
neighbourhood. The poor fiimily, 
who were gone to bed, had been with 
difiSculty awakened. The mother 
had escaped by throwing herself from 
a two pair of stairs window into the 
street She then recollected, that, in 
her extreme terror, she had left her 
child behind in bed. To the asto- 
nishment of sJl present, she instant- 
ly rushed back through the flames, 
and, to the general joy, soon appear- 
ed with the child alive in her arms. 
While she was expressing her grati- 
tude, the light of the lamp fell on its 
face, and she perceived, to her inex- 
pressible horror, that she had saved* 
the child of another woman — ^her 
own had < perished. It may be im- 
agined what were the feelings of the 
company. A subscription was in- 
stantly begun. Almost every one 
bad liberally contributed, when a no- 
bleman, who could have bought the 
whole party, turning to %he writer of 
these paffes, sidd, "Madam, I will 
give you"— every expecting eye was 
tumed to the peer, xnowmg him to 
be unused to the giving mood ; the 

Eerson addressed, joyfully held out 
er hand, but drew it back on his 



WOO has not heard persons exultingly saying—" I will give you this affect- 
boast of this nc^ile characteristic of i^g incident for Uie subject of your 



the ase, who are by no means re- 
laarkable fof aontiimitinff their own 
cpotingent towards establishing its 
cbaracter? FiobaUjr many a man 
VoL.2. 7 



mg 

next tragedy."* 

* Hannah Mare's Christian Mania, 
]f4,IM.*c; 
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DBATH9. 

On Monday, 23d October, 1787. 
in Kevin-fltree^ Dublin, a man laid 
a waffer with another penon, that he 
would drink a half pint full of stronff 
■pirits of whiskey, without taking it 
. nom hk lia upon which he attempt- 
ed to drink off the liquor, but before 
he could finbh it, he fell on the floor 
in convukbn, and immediately ex- 
pired. See how men, to show their 
own bravery, ruin themselves ; but 
how awful must it be to be cut off in 
the very act of wickedness ! 

On Monday, 29th October, 1787, 
a farmer's apprentice, at Penzance, 
in Cornwall, hearing the hounds in 
pursuit after a hare, unharnessed a 
norse, and joined the chase ; but the 
hare running near a pit, the lad, fol- 
lowing too rashly, M in ; he was 
taken out, but expired in thiee hours 
afterwards. Let this be a warning 
to young people not to follow rashly 
after the tninssand pleasures of this 
world, lest they fall into the pit of 
destruction ! 

About the beginning of last month, 
a jprodigious quantity of rain that 
fell on the mountains of Sacca, in 
the village of Sanguessa, in Spain, 
occasioned so terrible an inundation, 
that out of four hundred houses, 
which composed the village, one only 
is remaining; two thousand souls 
were buried under the waters, which 
Tose fourteen feet higher than they 
generally do. Oh, consider the judg- 
ements 01 Grod against sin ; and how 
mwfUlit must l^ to have so many 
lives taken away, and perhaps very 
few prepared to die I 

On Thursday morning, 8th No- 
yember, 1787, at two -o'clock, a most 
dreadful fire broke out in Chandler- 
street, Powis-street, in Berkley-street, 
Berkley-square, which entirely con- 
sumed the same. A woman, who 
lodged in the house, was burnt to 
death, aa she was much in liquor 
when she went to bed. Oh, how un- 
awares doth death come, when it is 
little thought of! But how careful 
ought we to be of sinning against 
Gwif lest the sting of dea^ come and 
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destroy us with an utter destruete. 
and catch us in the very act of sin I 

On Thursday, November 15Ui- 
1787, as Mr. TreimbleB, fiurrier,^ 
Newington Causeway, wad speaking 
to a sentleman on hor^back at hS 
own door, he fell down suddenly and 
expired. Oh, how uncertain is the 
time of death, and how little do we 
think of it even when it is so near 
us. What a watchful eye and a pre* 
])ared heart then ought we to keep, 
since we know not uie day nor the 
hour of our departure from this earth, 
either to eternal happiness or misery. 

Two awful instances of sudden 
death happened near Bridlington, on 
Friday, 16th November, 1787. That 
evening, about seven o'clock, Tho- 
mas Harrison left Bridlington in or- 
der to go to the quay, and was found 
dead by the road-side about ten at 
night. Several persons being called 
to convey the body home, one John 
Lewis got out of bed to assist, but as 
soon as he came to the place where 
the deceased was lying, he suddenly 
dropped down and instantly expued. 
Oh, how sudden doth death catch 
away even them that are in health ! 
Let this be a warning to all, how un- 
certain the tune of death ! But it 
must be awful for them that are 
caught away in the twinkling of an 
eye, before they have time tojpiepaie 
for eternity; therefore prepare to 
meet your God. 

28th November, 1787. Wednes- 
day s'ennight, as Mr. H., merchant 
in Lancaster, was walking with Mr. 

S 1, he dropped down and died 

instantly. One would think that thia 
is enough to alarm men of the uncer- 
tainty of life. 

Lately, as some men were loung- 
ing on the sea-coast of Hapbburgh, 
instead of attending the important 
duties of the Sabba&/ they observed 
a large fish, which having been 
bruised against the rocks by the 
dashing of the waves, was left m th* 
shallow water, by the retreat of the 
tide. One of the persons swore that 
he would go and fetch it to land, 
and stripped himself accordingly. Be 
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Wehod the iaah^ and letaming with 
it, his companions threw a rope for 
ms assistance; but he vowed, witH 
horrid imprecations on himself^ that 
he would bring it as he first propos- 
ed, safe' to kmd himself. Scarcely 
had he uttered the words, when he 
fidl a lifeless corpse, his body float- 
ing on the wator. Let this be a 
warning to all that keep not Gkxl's 
Sabbath ; for, see his judgment upon 
such ; but, what is more awful, is to 
be cut off with such horrid impreca- 
tions in his mouUi against himself. 
Oh, where must such appear, when 
God shall say, " Arise, ye dead, and 
come to judgm^iit 1" 

On Friday, 28lh December, 1787, 
being Christmas week, the dead body 
of a man, who had pfflnshed through 
the inclemency of the weather, was 
found near Otnara's Comer, between 
Westhun and Hallsham,in the coun- 
ty of Sussex. The deceased had 
1)een to the latter place, and was re- 
turning home to Westham, where he 
had a Httle farm of his own; but, be- 
ing overtaken by liquor, he was una- 
Ue to proceed, and, &Iling down, he, 
in some little time afterward, perish- 
ed. Oh, see the fruit, of drunken- 
ness, and profaning those days, which 
ouffht to be set apart for the service 
and commemoration of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who will come 
at the last day to judge those who 

Sty no regard to him, and profime 
ose days in which we ought to 
commemorate his goodness. 

One of the ancients, standing by 
Cssar's tomb, wept and cried out, 
** Where is now the flourishing 
beauty of Cssar 1 What is become 
of his magnificence 1 Where are the 
armies now 1 Where the- honours of 
Cffisarl Where are now the victo- 
ries, the triumphs, and trophies of 
Cssarl"— Happy the Christian: 
when he dies^ he ffoes to live with 
Christ. He rises iSwve the world to 
perfect unfading honour and happi- 
ness. Reader, seek those honours 
and treasures which are to be found 
in Christ, and in the pursuit and 
practice of true godliness. Thy 



dwelling on earth, maybe mean, and 
thy grave unnoticed ; but thou shalt 
have a mansion in the skies, while in 
the most important and pleasing 
sense, thy name shall be had in ever^ 
lasting remembrance. 

Notwithstanding that the living 
know they must die, yet how uncon- 
cerned are Uie genenUtjr of mankind 
as to the interest of their immortal 
souls! How lamentable to reflect, 
that this is generally delayed to the 
last! 

Itis related ofPhilip,Kingofthe Ma- 
cedonians, that while one was plead* 
ing before him, he dropped asleep, and, 
waking on a sudden, passed sentence 
against the righteous cause : upon 
this, the injured person cried out^ 
" I appeal." The king, with in^- 
nation, asked, "To vvhomT^ ae 
replied, ''From yourself steeping 
to yourself waking ;" and had the 
judgment reversed that was againcA 
Wm. **Thu8," says Dr. Bates, "in 
matters of eternal moment, if there 
be an appeal from the sleeping to the 
waking tnoughts of men, when death 
opens their eyes to see the dross of 
felse treasures, and the glon^ of the 
true, what a change would it make 
in their minds, affections, and actionsi 
But oh, folly and misery ! they do but 
superficially consider thin^ till con- 
strained, when it is too late." It was 
the sad exckmation of one upon hia 
dying bed, " I had provided, in the 
course of my life, for every thing but 
death, and now I must die, though 
entirely unprepared fox it'* How 
different is the condition of the true 
Christian! He, as Mr. Henry re- 
marks, " shall enter the harbour of 
eternal rest ; not like a shipwrecked 
mariner, cleaving to some broken 
plank, and hardly escaping the ran 
ging waves, but like some stately ves- 
sel, with all her sails expanded, riding 
before a prosperous gale." 

It was the chief design of the phi^ 
loeophen^ by principles of reason, to 
fortify themselves against all firight^ 
fd accidents) and, with a mascumiA 
mind, with an ardent and generous 
spirit, to encounter this inQvi^hh 
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ami. When one of them was thimU 
ened by the Emperor Antigonoi 
with present death, ne bddly replied, 
'* Threaten this to year diaaolute 
conztiera, who are softened and mdt- 
ed by sensual jdeasuies, and easily 
feoeptive of terrible impressLons ; not 
to a philosoj^er, to whom death is 
contemptible in any appearance.'^ — 
This was a mece of affected bravery ; 
fat Pagan philosophy could never fur- 
nish diem with armour of proof against 
the dart of our last enemy. But the 
gospel, assuring us that death is an 
entrance into immortality, makes that 
to be the reality of a Cnristian that 
Was a vain boast of the philosophers. 

As all Christ's actings towards, 
ibr, and in hb people, are firee, so 
th£y move and act towards Christ 
fteely : they hear, they pray, they 
wait,^ they weep, thev work, they 
Watch, freely and willingly: that 
^irit of grace and holiness, that b 
in them, makes them run with de- 
light in all religious duties. It is re- 
ported of Socrates, that when the 
tyrant threatened him with death, he 
answered, "he was willing.*' "Nay. 
then," said the tyrant, **jou shall 
live against your will." To which, 
he replied, " Whatever you do with 
me, it shall be my vrill.'* If nature, 
a little raised and refined, will enaUe 
a man to do this, will not grace ena> 
ble him to do as much, yea, infinitely 
more? 

^ Solon, when near his end, being 
visited by some firiends, who were 
speaking bo% of a point of philoso- 
phy, was, b^ the sound of wisdom, 
awakened from the sleep of death, 
that was jus||rBeizing on him ; and, 
opening his eyes, and rabing his 
n^ to give attention, was asked the 
reason of it? He answexed, "That 
when I understand what you aredis- 
eoursing o^ I may die.'* Such was 
his delight in knowledge, that a little 
of it made his agony insensible. But 
here are many imperfections that 
lessen this intellectual pleasure, which 
•hall eease in heaven. Here the ac- 
^intbn df knowledge is often with 
the expense of health) the flower of 



the spirits, neo^satfj for natdial ope^ 
rations, is wasted by intense thoognt. 
How often are the leanied sickly 'U^ 
As the ffint, when it is struck, jpveb 
not a spuk without consuming itself 
so knowledge is obtained by studiM 
that waste our fiunt, sensitive fiicnl'' 
ties. But thetif our knowledge shall 
be a free emanation from the sprinr 
of truth, without our- labour and 
pains. Here, we learn by circuit, 
and discern by comparing things; 
our ignorance is dispelled by a gra- 
dual succession of light ; but there,> 
universal knowledge shall be infused 
in a moment. ]£re, after all our 
labour and toil, bow little knowledge 
do we gain 1 Every question is a ul- 
byrint^ out of winch the nimblest 
and most searching minds cannot 
extricate themselves. 

An infidel writer, o{ the present 
davi advises his disciples to think of 
dving as little as possible. He tells 
them that djang is at best a humilia- 
ting, uncomfertable business, and, 
therefore, instructs them to live well, 
and die as they can.— ^Blessed be Gvdf^ 
our religion teaches us another lee- 
son: it directs us to live Well; but 
does not leave va^ at last, to "die aft 



we can. 
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Bappineas qf BeUeven in Death, 

Although the douls of believerfl^ 
immediately upon their separation,, 
are received into heaven, and, during 
the sleep of death, enjoy admirab& 
visions of glory, yet their blessedness 
is imperfect, in cominirison with that 
excellent degree which shall be en- 
joyed at the resurrection. As the 
Itoman generals, after a complete 
conouest, first entered the city pri- 
vately, and, having license of the se- 
nate,^ made their triumphal entry 
with all the magnificence and splen- 
dour becoming the greatness of their 
victories; so, after a fiiithful Chris- 
tian hath fought the good Jighty and 
is come off more than a conqueror^ 
he enters privately into the celestial 
city \ but when the body is raised to 
hnmoitality, he shall then, in the 
company, and with th« onclamatiwii 
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of th6 hol^angdi^ faavs a glorious 
entr? into it. 

llie following an pait of Uie words 
of an eminent man, when dnng of 
one of the moit painful oismses 
known among men: — "It ia long 
aince I turned from oorruptible 
tlungS) and clave to thooe whicn are 
laid up in heaven. My Grod, my 
aoul tkinteth for thee as the parch- 
ed ground. When shall I present 
myself before the fooe of Gbd 1 All 
delay seems long to me till Christ 
oome ; for whom, notwithstanding, I 
wait without imoatienoe. Through 
the grace of Groa I am not tired. I 
wait, I believe, I persevere ; patience 
is much better than knowledge. — 
Though it delay my joy, it sets me 
on the way to it. The sense of di- 
vine love increaseth in me every mo- 
ment Mj pains are tolerable, but 
my iojr is inestimable. I have now 
no desires but after heavenly things. 
Oh, what a library I have now in my 
God, in whom are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge I I 
shaU no more know in part, but be 
filled witb the knowledge of Grod, as 
the sea is covered wi& waters. I 
have learned more divinity, in these 
ten dayeL than I did in fifty years be- 
fore. M^ dying work is a confiict ; 
but 5ret it is swe^ because of the con- 
solations of the Spirit of G^ which 
abound with me. My soul, thou 
hast striven enough; rest now in 
God thy Saviour; time posseth, and 
we pass away with it ; but I am con- 
firmed and strengthened by the grace 
of QoA every hour. My body suffers^ 
but my soul is abundantly comforted. 
The Lord is my shepherd; I sludl 
want nothing. Hib rod and his steff 
shall lead m» safely through this 
short valley of the shadow of death. 
The sharper my pains are^ I am the 
nearer to my deliverance ; I have no 
more to do but to give up my soul 
into the hands of Gtod. As for me, 
my meat is to do the will of God, and 
happily to run out the course of my 
lifek 1 am refreshed with holy and 
heavenly food. * Death is swaUowed 
up in victory. Thanks be to God, 



who hath given us the victom 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.' My 
strength foils me more and more ; but 
my soul is strong and joyfiil." — ^Hia 
wifo having perceived the near ap« 
pearance of death in him, bade him 



" forewell 




sabring, "near hearty 
enter cheerftdly into life everlasting.." 
Ue replied, ''Yes, yes, I go to my 
God, and your God. We are all 
gainers. I go before you, and you 
shall follow. We shall be caught up 
together to meet the Lord in the air^ 
aira so shall we be for ever with tho 
Lord. I am ready, I am ready. 
Come, Lord Jesus, open, open the 
the gate to thy servant !" 

Prov. xiv. 32. But the righteous 
hath hope in hia death* 

On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. H. S.. 
Glolding, feetmg the approaches of 
death, broke out in these rapturous 
expressions: — "I find now it is no 
delusion I My hopes are well found* 
edi Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered mt9 
the heart of man to conceive the 
I shall shortly partake of! 
your Bible! I shall read mine no 
more ! — ^no more need it !'* When 
his brother said to him, " You seem 
to enjoy foretastes of heaven : " Oh,'* 
replied he, " this is no longer a fore-< 
taste— this is heaven 1 I^not only foet 
the climate, but I breathe the fine 
ambrosial air of heaven, and soon 
shall enjoy the company ! Can thia 
be dyingi This body seems no 
longer to belong to the soul ; it ap- 
pears only as a curtain that covers 
it ; and soon I shall drop this curtain^ 
and be set at libertj!'^ Then put- 
ting his hand to his breast, he ex^ 
claimed, "I rejoice to feel these 
bones give way!" repeating it, "I 
rejoice to foel these bones give waj ; 
as it tells me l shall short^ be with, 
my God in glory !" 

The last words which he was heard 
to utter were, " Glory, glory, glory !" 
He died on the Lord's day, ApriT 
17th, 1806, in the twenty-fourth yeal^ 
of his age. 

7* 
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Rtfna^Me Death. 
A man that was addicted to a Terj 
reprobate ooarse of life, going 'one 
Sunday morning to bn^ a game-cock 
fot fighting, was met in the way to 
meeting by a good man, who awed 
him where he was going. He re- 
lated the whole to mm, and, after 
moch entreaty, was prevailed on to 
go with him to the meeting, where it 
pleased Grod to convince him of his 
misery. On the Monday morning 
he went to his work, where he was 
beset by the rest of the colliers, who 
swore at him, told him he was going 
mad, and upbraided him by saying, 
that before a month was at an end he 
would swear as bad as ever. Upon 
healing this, he kneeled down before 
them all, and earnestly prayed that 
God would sooner take nim out of 
the world than sofier him to blas- 
pheme his holy name; whereupon he 
died immediately; and the person 
who was the instrument of oring- 
ing him to a knowledge of the tru3i 
diM in a few days afterwards. 

Deaths remarkable^ and Presenti- 
ment of it. 

Though we are not bound to be- 
lieve every idle story propagated b^ 
the weak and superstitious, yet it 
must be confessed there have been 
gingular monitions and very remarka- 
ble events which have preceded the 
death of some men, the testimonies 
ibr which we cannot reasonably re- 
f^. The following, I believe, are 
attested by indubitaole evidence. 

The pious Mr. Ambrose had a 
very strong impulse on his mind, of 
the approach of death, and took a 
formal leave of his friends, at their 
houses, a little before his departure; 
and the last night of his life he sent 
his discourse concerning angels to 
tile press. The next &y he shut 
himself up in his parlour, where; to 
the great surprise and regret of all 
who saw him, he was found just ex- 
pWng. 

Dr. WiQet, in his epistle dedicato- 
sy prefixed to his Hexapla upon Ezo- 
dusi has thia ^zpresnon : **U iaraost 



honoaraUe for a soMiflr to die figfat» 
ing, and for a bishop or pastor pray- 
ing} and if my mefdful Grod shall 
vouehsaib to grant me my rei^ueat, my 
earnest desire is, that in writing and 
commenting upon some part of thA 
scriptures^ I may finish my days.** 
This request was granted him, for he 
was called hence as he was compos- 
ing a oommentaiy tpon Leviticus. 

Remarkable Presentiment tf Death* 

In a certain village lived a nea- 
sant, quiet, unafiected, and unnoticed. 
Poor himself, he married a poor gid ; 
they brought nothing together bat 
affectionate hearts and industrious 
hands. However, by unwearied la- 
bour, they acquired a comfortable 
Hvelihood, and Drought up their chil- 
dren in good habits like their own. 
At length his strength failed, though 
he was little more than fifty ; and he of- 
ten said he should not live long. One 
morning, when he was as well as U0Q- 
al, he thus addressed his fiimily :^'* I 
shall soon finish my course : in nine 
days I shall be in heaven. How was 
I obliged, last night, toforde my way 
through hosts ! but at last I got safe. 
I heard the angels sing, ana joined 
them. Oh, it sounded gloriously! 
They said to me, in nine days yon 
will be with us!" 

On the evening of that very day, 
he was seized with hb last illness. 
On the ninth day he saw the sun 
rise^ thanked Grod for having brought 
him so fiur through life ; and spent 
the daj in prater and in conversa- 
tion wkb his wife and children. In 
the evening, when the son went 
down, he was sitting at the window, 
and said to his wife, " when the sun 
is quite down, I will lay myself down 
also.^' He did so) praying for his 
wife and family: they stood around 
his bed. He asked for a glass of 
water; — drank; — gave to e«ich his 
hand, and his blessing. He then 
exclaimed, ''Naked came I out 
of my mother's womb, and naked 
shall I return thither. The Lord 
gave, the Lord hath taken away, 
uesoBd be the name of the Lord." 
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With these woidft he leeigxwd hur* 
spirit. 

His exoelient wife survived him 
many years (I knew her personally, 
says our correspondenti) and ms 
children prosper. 

Victory over Death. 

We read of a certain Cappadocian 
whom a viper had bitten, and when 
it had sucked his bbod, the reptile it^ 
self died, from the effects of the ve- 
nomous blood. But Christ (beine 
life essential) prevailed over death 
and swallowed it up in victory, as the 
eerpent of Moses swallowed up the 
other serpents, or as the fire swal- 
loweth the fuel that is cast upon it ; 
yea, by death he destroyed him that 



guished <Hntton of his ase, composed 
aa oration, in a laboured and pathe* 
tic style, which he ofiered to Socra^ 
tes, to be pronounced as his defence 
in the presence of his judges. S»> 
cretes read it, but, after ne nad prai- 
. .sed the eloquence and animation of 
the whole^ ne rejected it, as neither 
manly nor expressive of fortitude; 
and, comparing it to Sicyonian shoes, 
whush, though fitting, were proofs ol 
e^minacy, he observed, that a philo- 
sopher ouffht to be conspicuous for 
magdaninSty and for firmness of souL 
But how much more the Christian t 
How many mi^ht have risen to 
great preferments if they had com* 
plied upon base terms I When Bfr- 
sU was promised great things, if he 



had the power of death, the devil ; would but subscrim to Uie Arian he- 



whose practice it was to kill men with 
death. Rev. iL 23. This is the 
second death. 



DECISION OF CHARACTER. 

The Christian must maintain the 
conflict under every disadvantage^ 
and that even to the last ; or other- 
wise Ire will come to his mve not 
covered with gbry, but vdtk shame. 
^ At the famous battle at Thermopyls, 
the three hundred Spartans, who 
alone had refused to abandon the 
scene of action, withstood the enemy 
with such vijgjour, that they were 
obHged lo retire weaned and con- 
quered during three successive days ; 
till the enemy suddenly falling upon 
their rear crushed them to pieces. 
Only one escaped of the three hun- 
dred ; he returned home, where he 
was treated with insult and reproach- 
es, for flying ingloriously from a battle 
in which his brave companions, with 
tHrar reyal leader, Leonidas, perish- 
ed. Thus what reproaches will at^ 
tend the man who deserts the field 
of action, and draws back in that 
cause which of all others is the most 
glorious and important 1 '* My soul,*' 
saith Jehovah, " shall have no pl^- 
sure in him.'' ( 

When Socrates was on his trial. 



rosy, he refused them with scom and 
contempt When Hormisdas, a Per- 
sian nobleman, was divested of all 
his honours, on account of his rdi- 
gum, and afterward restored again, 
and offered greater advancements if 
he would renounce it, he answered, 
*'If you think I will deny my ChrisI 
for these things, take them back 
again." 

Happy are they who can adopt the 
language of the Psalms, and, from 
experience of the divine Presence, 
can say, " Whom have I in heaveu 
but thee 1— and there is none upon 
earth I desire beside tiiee." How 
many, however, are there so dejected 
as to imagine that they cannot ap- 
propriate uus language to themselves 1 
Some truly pious persons, because 
the^ have felt, on certain occasions^ 
their passions most lively with regard 
to earthly objects, conclude that they 
love them more than the blessed Re- 
deemer; but this is not a certain 
means of deciding, as religion is of 
a spiritual nature, and shows itself 
more in solid effects than forcible 
emotions. When the ambassadors 
of a certain nation came to the Re< 
m^ns, offering to be their allies, and 
were refused, *' Then," said thejr, "if 
we cannot be your allies, we will be 



his judges expected submission firom your subjects ; we will not be youi 
him. LysiaSjOneofthemostdistin- enemies." Tiembling believer^ wh»t 
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■ay jootoUui? btfaeqaeitionaikfld, 
Who if on the Lord's ndel will yon 
dan ny you an notl Rather will 
yoo not ny, " Lord, I will be thine I 
I will not wn for the world ; I will 
not be voj own. If I am not admit- 
ted as a niend, I will be a wrfmnt. 
If I enjoy not thy peculiar preeenoe, 
I will not, I cannot be thine enemv. 
Though thon alay me, I will thHt m 
thee." 

DEMOORITUB. 

We may learn a leason hen from 
a heathen philoeopher. 

It if flaid of Iwmocrituf, that he 
continually laughed at the fbllief and 
vanitief of mankind, who diftnct 
thenuelvef with care, and an at once 
a pny to hope and tp anxiety. He 
tola Dariuf, who waf inoonfolable 
for the loff of hif wife, that he would 
raife her from the desd, if he could 
find three personf who had ffone 
through life without advenity, wnoae 
names he might engrave on the 
queen's monument. The king's in- 
quiry to find sudi parsons proved un- 
availing, and the Dbilosopher in some 
manner soothed tne sorrow of his so- 
venign. If a heathen could both 
dictate and practice subnussion, what 
ought not a Christian to do 1 

DEPRATITT. 

A PERSON was tiled and convicted 
of murder. The evidence was clear 
against him. He persisted, however, 
in his innocence ; but begged to have 
tile sacrament This was nfused 
him, on the ground of his pleading 
innocent against such clear evidence. 
He then confessed his guilt ; and the 
sacrament was accordingly adminis- 
tered to him. "Now," sajrs he, "I 
did not commit the murder ; I have 
received the sacrament ; I don't can 
for any of you." 

DIGNITY OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

Theooosius, the Christian empe- 
ror, said that he esteemed it a greater 
dignity to be a child of God, and a 
member of his church, than to be at 
the head of a^ empire. And that he 



enjoyed this ineatimable privilege 
fleemf evident, if vre believe hutoriann^ 
who fay that tfaoufh he was the 
sole master of the whole Roman em- 
pin, the master of the world, yet he 
did not diM»yver any thing of that 
pride and arrogance which too often 
diwnce those who an elevated to 
distinguiflhed fituationf. It was his 
wiflh to tnat hif fubjectf as himself 
was tnaled when a private man and 
a dependant. 

THE AWFUL DECEPTION.. 
It is nported of kin^ Canute, that 
he promised to make hun the h^hest 
man in England who shoula kilt 
King Edmond Ironsidie, his compe- 
titor ; and that when one had done 
it, and expected his nward, he com- 
manded him to be hanged on the 
highest tower in London. So Satan 
and his emissaries promise poor soub 
that such and such opinions and no- 
tions shall advance them ; but, in the 
end, they shall find the promised 
glory turned into ignominy, and the 
promised heaven become a hell. 

THE daughter's PORTION 
TRANSFERRED. 

Mr. Rodoers often rolated little 
anecdotes concerning the unexpected 
repulses,. on the one hand, and the 
agreeable surprises, on the other, 
which occurred in the course of hia 
beting season. 

One of the latter class shall serve 
as a specimen. Mr. Rodgers, at- 
tended oy an officer of the churoh, 
called one morning at the house of an. 
excellent woman, a widow, who had 
recently lost, by death, a pious and 
beloved daugh&r. As her ciroum- 
stances were narrow, little was ex- 
pected from her. 

Indeed, the^ called upon her chiefly 
to testify their respect, and to avoid 
the imputation of either foreetting 
her person, or despising her mite. To 
their great surprise, however, when 
their errand was made known, she 
presented to them with much prompt- 
nesf and cordiality, a sum which, for 
her, was very laxge--f0 large^ indeed^ 
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that they feH and ezpreflsed some 
•cfuplefl about aoceptinff it. She 
It an end to their scnipIeB hy say- 
f, with much decinon, " You must 
le it all I I had laid it up as a por- 
tion for my daughter ; and l am deter- 
mined that HE who has my daughter 
shall have her portion too. 

THE DBtTT. 

We have a great example of mo- 
desty and judgment in the case before 
us of SLmonioes. fiiero, tyrant of Si- 
cily, asked him what God was? The 
philosopher, a learned and wise man, 
answered, '* that it was not a question 
which could be immediately resolv- 
edt and demanded a day to consider 
at" Hierothen desired an answer, 
but Simonides asked two days more 
to think of it \ and as often as called 
uppn, required double the time to give 
in Ms answer. At which Hiero won- 
dering asked the reason of such de- 
lays : ** Because," says he^ " the 
longer I consider it, the more obscure 
it appears to me/' 

It is reported of Pompey, that 
during the time of a great dearth in 
Rome, he procured a quantity of 
liom in Ibreien ports, and shipped it 
fi>r that city ; but the mariners, meet- 
ing a tremendous storm, reluctantly 
performed their duty, on account of 
the danger, when Pompey, as an ex- 
ample, exerted himself^ saying, " Bet- 
ter a few of us perish, than tlutt Rome 
flhould not be relieved !" This was 
public spirit, and a proof of that dis- 
position which seeks not her own. 

Pittacus was considered as one of 
the wise men of Gheece. His disin- 
terestedness gained him many admi- 
xers, and when the Mitylenians wish- 
ed to reward his public service by 
presenting him with an immense 
tract of territory, he refused to ao- 
oept m<ne kuid than What should be 
contained within the distance to 
which he eould throw a javelin. 

DBfiAM. 

A MmniTXi^ pf the goipl,,lbr 



some time after his entrance upon the 
sacred ministry, was frequently ha^ 
rassed with fears, that he could not 
be able to proceed in his work. One 
week, in particular, through the 
whole of which he could not brings 
his mind to fix fer any time upon 
any subject, he turned over his Bible 
and concordance £rom day to day andl 
supplicated the Throne of Grace. 
At times he seemed to have an in- 
nght into a passage of Scripture, but 
could not long punme any meditation 
before he found himseu almost obli-' 
ged to give it up, through embarrass^ 
ment and perplexity. In this unhap- 
py state he continued till very late on 
the Saturday night, when he retired 
to his bed, almost in despair of being 
able to appear in the pulpit on the 
foUowing oay ; nor did ne expect to 
sleep, the anxiety he felt was aa 
^reat : but, contrary to his expecta* 
tions, he soon went ta rest : anid, be- 
fore he awokOj he 'dreamed that he 
went to a parish church, where, in 
former days, he had statedly attended, 
and that with unspeakable, pleaaute^ 
upon the ministry of the Rev. Mr; 
Venn. After the prayers were over, 
with tears of joy he beheld his dear 
minister asceiid the pulpit, who, after a 
shorty but oonaprehensive and animv 
ted extemporary prayer, took for hb 
text Matt. viii. 2.— <' Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean." Af- 
ter a very striking introduction, in 
which he exhibited the sense of the 
passage in the clearest point of view, 
ne took occasion from thence, and 
that in a manner almost peculiar to 
himself, to point out the uncleanU^ 
ness, •pollution, and impurities of ftUl- 
en man, together with the ability and 
willingness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to make him clean, and also the poor 
sinner's earnest souoitude lor the be* 
nefit, when once he becomes sennble 
of his absolute need thereof At the 
conclusion of the service, the minister 
awoke fhnn his sleep, surprised to 
find himself in bed, but vary much 
refireshed by his sleep, and still mojn 
by his dream. He could not doubt 
of an inviffibto agenby oves the hvb* 
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man mind, both by night and by day, 
when men wake and when thej 
sleep. He thouf^ht he retained in his 
mind all that in his sleep he had 
heard ; and foimd himself happy in 
being thus provided with what ne so 
very much wanted — a subject where- 
on to discourse that day to his peo- 
Sle. It served him for the whole 
ay, which was a comfortable one to 
himself, and a time of refreshing to 
many of his flock. 

A person (in whose history there 
is somethiqg very remarkable) had 
"been kidnapped, when he was ten 
years did, ana brought from his na- 
tive place to Tranquebar, whither 
Ms mother followed, eeeH&ng Wm eye- 

2 where for several days, but in vain, 
t length being told that the mission 
church was^fedicated to the one 
true God, she made a vow, that if he 
would restore her son to ner within 
ten days, they woidd both become 
liis servants. Accordingly, she found 
liim within the time, but, unmindful 
of her promise, offered a sacrifice to 
An idol, and returned into her own 
icountr^. Being rej^ved, however, 
in a dream, for havinff neglected to 
ftalfil her vow, when she awoke she 
told the matter to her son, and, with- 
out conferring with her other rela- 
tions, imm^ately returned to Tran- 
quebar, where, after proper instruc- 
tion, she was baptized, tojgether with 
lier son and one of her sisters ; after 
which she ministered many years in 
the church, teaching the catechism 
in private houses. 

rhilip, having been baptized, was 
further instructed in the town school, 
served one of the missionaries for 
some time, and being thought able to 
be a schoolmaster, was «ntrusted 
with that office. After this he was 
employed as a catechist, and having 
«hown himself fidthfiil in that sta- 
tion, they trust he will make a good 
country priest. There were present 
fit his ordmation, the governor, and 
o&er European ^twmen, and a 
neat many Christians belonging to 
mir town and country congimtioiu. 
Twi> xeveiend vamgibBm of & Dsr 



nish church, named Zion, 

on the oGJCasion, together with fb0 

country priests. 

OLD DISCIPLES. 

It was the saying of an old disci* 
pie upon his dyin^ bed, " He is come I 
he is come (meamng the Lord) with 
a great reward for a little work!" 
A^ppa having suffered imprison-' 
ment for wishing Caius emperor, the 
first thing Caius did, when he came 
to the empire, was to prefer Agrippa 
to a kingdom; he gave him also a 
chain of gold, as heavy as the chaiit 
of iron that was upon nim in prison. 
And will not Christ richly reward ^ 
his suffering saints 1 Surely he will : 
Christ wilf at last pay a Christian 
for every prayer he hath made, for 
every sermon he hath heard, for eve^ 
ry tear he hath shed, for eveiy morsel 
he hath given, for every burthen he 
hath borne, for every battle he hath 
fought, for every enemy he hath' 
slain, and for every temptation that 
he hath overcome. 

Cyrus, in a great expedition against 
his enemies, the better to encourage 
his soldiers to fight,, in an oration he 
made at the head of his army, pro- 
mised, upon the victory, to make 
«veiy foot-soldier a horseman, and 
every horseman a commander, and 
that no officer that did valiantly 
should be unrewarded. But what 
are Cyrus* rewards to the rewards 
that Christ, our general, promises to 
his disciples ! 

An old disciple hath a crown in 
his eye, a pardon in his boscon, and a 
Christ in his arms; and therefore 
may sweetly sing out with old Sime- 
on, " Lord, now let thy servant de- 
part in peace." As Hilary said to 
nis soul, "Soul, thou hast served 
Christ these seventy years, and art 
thou afiiiid of death 1 Gro out, soul, 
go out r 

" Many a day," said old Cowper, 
" have I sought death with tears, not 
out of impatience, distrust, or per- 
turbation, but because I am weaiy of 
sin, and fearful to M into it." Na^ 
mtam cidled upon the king of- ter^ 
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tats, ** Devour me, devour me!^ 
And Austin, when old, could say, 
" Shall I die ever 1 Yes ; why then. 
Lord, if ever, why not now, why not 
^ QowT' So when Modeatus, the em- 
peror's lieutenant threatened to kill 
Basil, he answered, " If that he all, 
I fear not; yea, your master cannot 
more pleaae me, than in sending me 
unto my heavenly Father, to whom I 
now live, and to whom I desire to 
hapten.'* It was the saying of an 
ancient minister a little hefore his 
death, " 1 cannot say I have so lived 
that I should not oe afraid to die; 
but this I can say, I have so learned 
Christ, that I am not afraid to die." 

DELAYS DANGEROUS. 

'* The Mowing TOissose in the life 
of Thomas Lord Xyttfeton, is rela- 
ted nearly in his own words : — !' I 
have had some serious conversations 
with my fiither; and, one evening, 
he concluded by reconmiending it to 
me to address Heaven to have mercy 
npoh me, and to join my own prayers 
to hSa constant and paternal ones for 
my reft^biation. These expressions, 
^"^ his preceding counsels, and his 
affec^ d^very of them, had such 
im effect upon me, that I had bent 
the stubborn euiews of my knees— 
when it occurred U me that my de- 
votions might be aeen through the 
key-hole. This drew me from my 
pious attitude; and having secured 
this aperture, I thou^t it would not 
be a useless precaution to l«t down 
the window-curtains a]s6; bitt^ du- 
ring the perfermance of thai cer^o- 
ny, some lively music, which «tru^ 
np in the street, caught my attention, 
and gave a sudden mrt to all my de- 
vout ideas ; so I girded on my sword 
and went to the theatre, where the 
entertainments soon put me out of 
humour with praying, and into hu- 
mour with myself." 

ENMITT OYEROOME BT LOYE. 

We read in our own chronides 
that Edmund, sumamed Ironside^ (in 
whom England was blessed,) and 
Canute, the fint Danish King^ after 



many encounters and equal fights^ aft 
length embraced a presentagreement^ 
which was made by parting England 
between them both, and confirmed by 
oath and sacrament, putting on each 
other's apparel and arms, as a cere- 
mony to express the atonement or 
reconciliation of their minds, as it 
thev had transferred their persons to 
each other ; Canute became Edmund, 
and Eidmund, Canute. Even such an 
exchange, I may eay, of apparel is 
there betwixt Christ and the pardon- 
ed sinner, &c. Christ puts upon his 
church his own comeliness, decks his 
bride with his own jewels, as Isaac 
did Rebecca ; clothes her with nee- 
dle-work^ and makes her more gbri' 
ous withm than Esther even was in 
all her beauty and bravery ; rejoiceth 
over her as the bridegroom over his 
bride ; yea. he is ravisned in his love 
to her, with one of his eyes hited up 
to him in prayer and meditation, 
with one cham of her neck, that chain 
of his own graces in her. 

EVIL OVERCOME BY GOOD. 

Mr. Deering, a puritan minister, 
being once at a public dinner^ a g^- 
lant young man on the opposite side 
of the table, who, besides other vain 
discourse, broke out into profene 
swearing, for which Mr. Deering 
gravely and sharply reproved him. 
The young paan, taking this as an 
affront, immediately threw a glass of 
beer in his face. Mr. Deenngtook 
no notice of the insult,; but wiped 
his fece and continued eating as be- 
fore. The young gentleman pre- 
sently renewed his profane conver- 
sation, and Mr. Deerins reproved 
fa&m as before, — upon which, with 
moie rage and viofence, he flung 
another glass of beer in his face. Mr. 
Deering continued unmoved, still 
showins his aeal for the glory of God, 
by bearbg the insult with Christian 
meekness and huml^e silence. This 
so astonished the young gentleman, 
that he rose from the table, fell on hk 
knees, and asked Mr. Deering's 
pardon ; and declared, that if any of 
the company offered him similar in- 
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Milts, he would ftab them with bb 
sword. — Hera was practically verifi- 
ed the New Teetament maxiin— " be 
not overcome of evil, but oveieome 
•ni with good." Rom. xil 31. 



Xantippus, the Laoedemonian 
general, awisted the Carthaginians 
in the first Punic war. He defeat- 
ed the Romans, and took the cele- 
biated Regulus prisoner. 

Such signal services deserved to be 
rewarded ; but the Carthaginians 
looked with envious jeakniinr upon 
Xantippus, and he retired to Corinth, 
afler he had saved them frmn de- 
i^ction. Some say that the Car- 
tbaffinians ordered bun to be assassin- 
ated, and his body to be thrown into 
the sea as he was returning home ; 
while others say that they bad pre- 
pared a leaky ship to convey him to 
Cormth, which he artfully avoided. 



EXPOSITORS DESPISED. 
A CERTAIN divine being asked 
what he thought of a passage of 
Scripture, immediately gave his sense 
of it ; and on the querist replying, 
"I believe, Sir, expositors di^r from 
you,*' he warmly answered, " Don*t 
tell me about expositors ; I know the 
sense I have given to be the true one, 
for the Holy Spirit has taught me." 
A silencing argument this! Who 
could reply to it 7 



THE FAMILY EXPOSITOR. 
Mr. W. a merchant of Boston, in 
America, according to his wonted 
liberality, sent a present of choco- 
late, sugar, &c to the Rev. Dr. B. 
with a billet desiring his acceptance 
of it as a comment on Gal. vi, 6. — 
" Let him that is taught in the word, 
communicate unto him that tcacheth 
in all good things.** The doctor, 
who was then confined by sickness, 
returned his compliments to Mr. W. 
thanked him for his excellent Family 
Expositor^ and wished Mr. W. to 

S've him a practical expoaition of 
latt. XXV. 3o. — " I was aick and ye 
visited me." 



THE FOOUSH BMPBROR. ' 

It is recorded, at the unpandleleil 
folly of Nero^ that when he wa^ 
ready to cut his own throat to avoid 
the Airy of the multitude, he broke 
fi>rth into great expressions ^ sor* 
row, that such i^ proficient in muirfe 
as he was should die. It was not the 
loss of the Roman empure that so 
much troubled him, as that so much 
skill in music must die with him. 
He valued himself more as a fiddler, 
than as an emperor. Thus carnal 
men, with a folly infinitely more 
pvodigioos when death is near, are 
not so much afifected with the loss 
of a crown of glory and the khig- 
dom of heaven, as with theur leaving 
thin world and its vanities. TUs 
makes death intolen^bly bitter. . 

BWL.-— THE APPEARANCE OF IT 
TO BE AVOIDED. 

Socrates speaks of two youi^ 
men that flung away their holU 
when, being in an idof's temple, Che 
lustrating- waters fell upon ^hem; 
" detesting^" saith the historian, *<|2ie 
garments spotted with the fie^h;'^ 
and will you play and ioy wi^h the 
occasions of sin 7 The L^ forbid ! 
Livia oounsellei her husband Au- 
gustus, not only not to do wrong, but 
not to seem to do so. 

Cesar would not ssarch Pompey's 
cabinet, lest he should find new mat- 
ter of revenge. 

Pkkto mounted upon his hone, and 
jocUing Mmself a little moved with 
pride, presently dismounted lest he 
should be overtaken with k)ftiness in 
rising. 

Theseus is said to have cut off his 
golden locks, lest his enemies should 
take advantage of him by seizing 
hold of them. 



GOOD EXABfPI,E8 NEOLROTED. 

The Rhodians and Lydians enact- 
ed Uws, that those sons which fol- 
lowed not their &then in their vv- 
toes but imitated yjcioas exanqplfla^ 



^ yi^yill AW Bfiprrgg. 



£S nor aipl5mr6n|r Hw^^ <«»t^v^ 



tBe'son of .Manlius Tor- 

Hi|Ws MUr <fl(»t^vv^ accosed of extortion in 

d/4Q 7pir Ipink'tiiit tw nmifcgjyirtit of the pnodnce of 

nliirit #It |M»f4^1iMriinla. The &ther jbiroself d»> 



to inlKmt; 

Wven vid /Mppu)#8^ who *6>11<m78i^ ^0 hsar the oomplainU laid 
viei^os /sw^I^ '' Aipuned^he wi% Wg^tMt Ifis son ; and after he had 
^tecexA inslrtictv iu whit -thluga fM^ Vpo days in examining the 
iae 9uv<^iity, hut exacmli^ a^»ore^ cnt^^ of.the Macedonians, he pio- 
wthM^W av jVfBilidil^ •|nBe3^}Q4u1M;*^n Che thkd day, his son 
.res&cible a elear streavi; y^emfly$e \ tiak^ or extortion, and unworthy to 

Qe» evled a tfinzen of Rome, and also 



e(i)le4 A tfifizen of Rome^ 
banished hiin from his presence. "An 
6jlt«rtkN|er," ,8ay8.the apostle, *' can- 
jlq^ ettter into the kingdom of God ;'* 
as he gives, no proof of that change 
•f hopirt, and that holiness, <* without 
which no^ man dhall see the Lord." 



muf not onkdJwWi; •ur-ppotft iU 

||:d ourselves, whs am. ui^fto^ to Wo( 

Ifsh, and in m^kKvme conWon ^tfa 

tti^comma^dj^ (he^ pas^b^OA* ov^- 

CQinyig^ the mQ#<giououi!f Hid^l^tlfef- 

In^ iem]^tatipni| ^ 0n ^ij^iiiagkd 

in our spiritual yriHikim, if^ " 4 *' 
•: DjrAnpfen^ hy % ^^t^lnd Kll^ L . .lUOVE TO enemies. 

mcentivey'tir^^si^ i(iiitj|idSi.' ."Jjie . . SucH.is.the nature of Christianity, 

^Mans h«|iti|(4hi9t ipuse^ ptBtui^ *^-^ '" " -^ " i^— ?- ? 

of m^r prMnitoiv,4ii''&|uiB«tQ4h^ 
«ip|plSyiaRd Btioni|it^ them tcb foflow 

Iha j^ecedlolg set M^rj»thei% We 

p»aftt)pe W fiiph^ 'wi^^cV'^B'ttiches 

our defect)^ and ^htges us to the 
. i^rf[!.(%d«lDi4 ]l^al,*f>0jte.than br 

^^ ^f4ff|k both ^ly ^ani ^oodt 
. IV^ thl^Hupple •f^Oft^ is 



xnoit 
»(dper t«« Hfnidius'.^or ^linesil ; it 
Mim ti^I^lifi^ perfect, .aiid.acK»m- 
moflattJiB ourprtsebt stftte. 

W hen SenliiaYeotiYed thQ,|Bessage 
^ d^ftifiromlfemt -he heard it with 
innpes^, ^fflr e»en w^ joy* lU 
wifibedtb dispose orius possessions 
%Bhtrf\p9^t ^^ ^His was refyf^,' 
and v^hen he heard % he tuzned to 
lis friends <whol^ were weeping at his 
melsmchc^ iate, •ait^ told th^in, th^ 
since lip coulct^not leave jthem what 
l^e bellied to lie his own, he' would 
leaver them ai^leas^ "hid own life for 
an ex'amtle 1' ' An innocent conduct 
which they might ihiitate, and by 
which they miglft acquire immortal 
ti^e. "Hxgipy are they, who if they 
can leave noUiing else to posterity, 
can^ leave them a good example! 
This has sometimes proved a legacy 
more enriching and useful than the 
bfsA bequest of untold wealth, or the 
jnost valuable trsasurak 

Vol. 2. 8 



that 4^ teaches us to forgive injuries, 
and to be merciful to those who have 
injured us. A few years since, a 
person of considerable property had 
part of^a fence broken down, and 
t%en off his premises. On an in- 
,vestigation, the offender was known, 
who after some time, was sent for : 
on his arrival, he waa placed in a 
room, where every thing desirable 
*was sent for his refreshment. The 
g:ood man of the house repeatedly de- 
^red him to partake plentifully, at 
^e close of which, he steps softly to 
Mm, and vnth a gentle voice, says, 
** My frieud, I hope after this, you 
will not carry away my fence any 
more." It had its desired effect. 
Let the injured learn to make the 
word of God iheir guide. 

Such is the deli^tful tendency of 
the religion of Chnst, that were this 
principk but acted on, what a world 
of peace and harmony should we be- 
hold ! But, alas ! men are too much 
disposed to revenge and retaliation — 
to oppose and injure one another. 
Y{e find but few instances like the 
follovnng. Abuh Hani&h, a most 
celebratra doctor among the orthodox 
Mussulmans, having causelessly re- 
ceived a malicious and violent blow 



on the fiice, spoke thus to him who 
I struck him: *^ I could return you ia- 
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wtumficB, i«wi^ «io 



» ^ 



Jmy for the injaiy yoii1)kv^4one mi^ 
bat I will tiot I cdiiM iik6 M)cm 
i^aimt you to i}fd caliphy* Wf } Wit tl 



Htlf 






_„ ^ ^ WTO «9 lo, oriNttli>i|M trtiat litev 

Mot be an- informer. *^I eonll, in Ay |#it! : may their pWdoK be nAeaoL 

[ntfo/lhtati^ the t)lou) o^ieau* ev£ 



nnyer of addresees to £^(x!, re^Mfeest 
we outrage done me, bdtik I ^Nf&r-' 
bear that. In fine, I coiild, tff.the^ 
tfaj of jodgment, desife Gd4 to' yA? 
venge it ; but far beit findi me :*Aay, 
Ahould that terrible dat arrftte < tMs 
very moment, and eoti(d. ray intoi^es^ 
«ion then prevail, I wonld sot 'defiin 
lo enter paradise without y«u.'* How* 
noble an instance of a calm/- serMb.* 
and forgiving mind I How happy 
IrouM it be for all Christiatis, and 
how honourable to the name of Jesud^ 
Were there more frequent exeicisee 
of this crace of forgiveness like tins 
Ifnse ana virtuous' Mahometan ; and, 
nore especially like him, who^ upon 
the cross, prayed, "Father. fiM-give 
them ; for they know not what tliey 
do." 

How will some of the heathens 
condemn Christians, both as to the 



rule and practice of this duty ! to;, 
whereas it is esteemed to be the cha- 
racter of pusillanimity or stupidity to 
bear frequent and great injuries un- 
revenged. One of their poets mixed 
this counsel, among other rules' of^ 
morality : — " That man is arrived at 
an heroic pitch of goodness, who is 
instructed, in a dispassionate man- 
ner, to bear great injuries." And; 
when Phocion, who lifid deserved so 
higUy of the Athenians, was unjust- 
ly condemned 'to die, his son attend- 
ing him to receive his last commands 
Immediately before his death, he 
charged him never to revenge it on 
the Athenians. 

The Rev. J. Brown, of Hadding- 
ton, seems to have possessed this 
among his otlier qualities. At his 
outset, as an author, he was reviled 
from the pulpit and the press. On 
this occasion tie remarks, " I reckon 
myself so much the more effectually 
olmged, by Christian love, to con- 
tribute my utmost endeavours towards 
title advancement of their wel&re, 
spiritual and temporal ; and am re- 
solved, tinough grac^ to disduage 



tbe'ftrgivene* «f sittiVacjj^,^-.^^^ 
^tndnichesbf his grace ! ^«id kt^m, 
eSfl Aie ^<r4tat tMy j^lease^ hh^v ^ 
^onl eaU then the fa<>ly onei. t^ ^^ 
^elmld •#ffte.4jOid moaf^t o^t tM 
'Heill^ftaltonr ' * . 

tSuch Ivas tfie oontmand of Ch^tt 
toi)ii dift^tes; and such is ther^geiMte * 
frihe €%nstiaif reNgien ; anger axrt 
reve%^ trie to ^ve v^j to love aM 
a ibrgilin^ijpinv ^^ 9xe we wMi- 
dtf ^van^illstanCfes^fof this l^hig 
canted, inta etMt ft was the cotai- 
mon saying ibf> om^ with regard to hit 
6ti^ie8| '|L^ tia pmv' for th^n." * 
^bther, tkim lltst Ackness^ declar- 
ed '* tllat fooip his h#rt 4k •foiMv^i 
his^Heflfiie^ and should rejoicl to 
meet those in heavifti* wno faadtrtit-* 
ed hint as it he ilbre nid fit to Iv^e <on 
earth.'' Tpe sadb^kpdsition, ilKiv 
well tnoM^, ahewiv ^ry tonspldh 
otftly in Crannwrl * • "• 

; Tm' latt Mlebntei t^. ,f nl^ril^ 
&r Halle, in Saxony, te||ej|Kd vwo 
leCters w#ife siftitig at^jjjiner. Hav- , 
m^ readi'the first, ^nHbicfr wss npfete 
withthti tnost severe ceMbve^xiMs^ 
ed in language ^tremely altieavc^ he 
was SO' & from being^ineensed at it, 
(hat he appealed «nuE|ually^]|[yrfiA 
and immediately ptrayeKlor his ^^odr 
blind advaisary, that theXord Would 
illuminate his< soul with tke Kgh| of 
his Holy Spirit* But when lie had 
read the second lettef, he laid it asidi 
with every mark of gri^f and dis*- 
pleasuiie, having been too mv/bh lit- 
tered and exalted therein by one of 
his friends. Such is t&e proper con** 
duel of a real Christian, wh($ pc^fiesa- 
es true humility dnd a pure "con- 
science : he would father be unjustly 
censured than exalted abeive meamuvn 
*' Having in my ^outh notions of 
severo piety," says a celebrated Per- 
sian writer, *^I used to rise in the 
i^ht to watch, pny, and read tha 
Koran. On6 night, wholly engi^ed 
in these exeie&Bes, nxf fother. a tean 
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of < practical virtue, aivohA while I 
was veading ; Behold (said I to him) 
Ife^ other ddldren «re lost m. irreU- 
gioos slumber, while I aloae wake to 
ptaaaa God! 'Son of my soul,' he 
lanswered, ' it is better to sleep than 
wake to remark the £&ult8 of thy 
brethren.' " 

€k)d is inl^tely giaciousi and, in 
the dispensations of his mercy, has 
set OS an example how to iotgise 
others who have at any time injured 
or offended us. When he pardons 
an offender, he does it fiiUy. " Hav- 
ing forgiven you all trespasses;" — 
** I freeljr forgave thee all th^t debt ;'' 
— ^'^ Their sins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more." This ex- 
anq)le we must imitate. l£ wiibdo 
not forgive others, we mus^ not ex- 
pect to be forgiven ' ourselves. . This 
was once urged upon a dying man^ 
who had lived in malice ibr some 
time past. He was told that lii|ooii|d 
not be saved if he did not forgive roe 
offender. " Then,;' said 1k^ <' i^f I 
die^ I will forgive hW I?' It m to be 
feaiced thai teo many feel the |%pie. 
4lspositioB with that 4yi]|g rnaOi 
though they 4p not e^pnes ihea»- 
iselvesao openly. . - 

EVASION SOMETIM'fi^^ARDOliIABLB. 

In the short, bjit in^n^us reign 
of James the s^^ond', when Popery 
was making jApid stru^es to power, 
the king jis3 ms agents and enussa- 
Hea in eveiji part*[of ihe Ijpng^om, to 
harass^ vex, and weary the Protes- 
taMs into a compliance wit^ the 
iXieasujres he Yas^endeavounng to 
hrii^g abaiit;.aiid where persuasion 
and threats lud no enect, sometimes 
fbtce and^vioientte were had recourse 
to, One ofnis agents, |vith a jparty 
of sAliers (rather ruffians, I should 
s&y,) went out on a Sabbath morn- 
ing to "hunt down the Protestants," 
as they termed it ; they met a young 
woman, i servant -mai^, running 
along the road, early fa the morning, 
without eitbei^ shoes or stockings. 

The captain of this^and asked.her 

wh^ ehe was M)ing,.sb early in the 

^ipoming^ ffitl ^1^ was the urgency 



otthe taMiness IM tt^i^hei nui m 
jhst. Jlhe^tild his>.4hat she h«4 
leasned that har««lder bmthe;r wa« 
dead, and fhe sirafl goinir to receite 
her shaie of tha richoi ne bad h^ 
queathed to«her,<ai weu as to her otb- 
er brothers .aq^^istefs; and she waa 
afraid 4iia«hauld he too late. The 
oommapder waa at wel^ pleased witb 
her answ^ that, he gave her half a 
crown to buy a pair of shoes, and 
alsf^ wished her success: but if he 
had known thenal business she waa 
»Ang onj whioii was to a sacrament, 
he would mos^probably have prevent^ 
ed her from going tnat day to tha 
place where smi aaged io receive di^ 
rable ricHhs. 



EXPfiinSNCE. 

LisaiTs is reckoned by somey aa 
4me ai the ttlfae men of Ghreece. He- 
\9as noted more '^rticularly for tha 
laconia answer he gave to a man who 
asked 'him what could best render 
Bfe ftteasant and comfortable. Ha 
replied, in one word — '* experiencb." 

"t never," said Luther, ''knew 
the meaning of Grod's word till I waa 

apcted." 

^'I well know now,'' says CecU, 
"what it is to have preached from a 
text ^hich I did not so much as un^ 
dei^n4 tiH it was thoroughly open^ 
,ea to me by experience." 



LOVE OP FAME. 
Themistocles, when a very young- 
man, was observed, soon after the fii- 
mOus battle of Marathon, in whicb 
MiKiades obtained so much glory, to 
be much alone, very pensive, unwi^^ 
ing to .attend the usual entertain^ 
ments, and even to watch whole 
nights. Being asked by some of hk 
friends what was the cause of all 
this, he answered, " The trophies of 
Miltiades wUl not suffer me to sleep." 
Thus fired with a love of glory, in a 
few yea;s> he became the first man 
in Greece. 

Young Christians^ '&ith pieseiai|a 
to your view &r greater glones thtii 
Greece could bestow on her mostana- 
cesaful heroes. The perishing li^ 
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IMW of MiMides and 'IM^lM 
toe not wortiiy tcr be 6bBf|Niied with 
tie gi^ that AA be revealed. 
Co%M they fofe|»e tU the pteaeares 
•f youth to have filelr iiAmet enrolled 
in the leoorda of-fiune l^-^ndeannot 
yoo, by the h«Ap of ^Almighty grace, 
become a good soldier of Jeaii»Christ ; 
mthe hope ef oftilairanff a crown of 
gkvry that ahidl iitvflriad*> 

I ISUl OF VtUNCE. 

" In no one did-I |pe the least tup- 
nniance of religioi^" says Mi. 
T^mpeon, the Afissipnaiy speaking 
of this island, " except in a native or 
India, who, as we letumed to the 
beach to go on boards ina most grace- 
fol manner, begged to be excused 
iiom assisting us to the boat, point- 
ing to his turoan. to indicate tint 4iis 
xengion forbade njni to woik <«i thnt 
day. Our captain, to try hia, o^r- 
ed him a great present; but without 
avail." Shame on nany prolbssorB 
of Christianity! 

F0BGETFD).NB88 Ol^RRULED. 

The Rev. Mr. N. one Sabbath 
morning, opened his Bible to mark 
the passage he had teen stndVing 
through tSe week, and from wnieh 
he intended to deliver a di8c#une4luit 
day ;" but, to his great surprise, h», 
could not find the passage ; for nei- 
ther words nor text could he recol- 
lect. He endeavoured to recall the 
subject to memory ; and made it a 
matter of prayer ; but all to no etfkdt. 
While thmkin^ h6w he should be 
confounded before the eongr^ation, 
another passage darted into hie nund 
with peculiar energy. He aooord- 
T Ingly preached from it ; and, during 
the discourse, he observed a person,, 
apparently in a clerical habit, enter 
the place, and after having heard a 
little, seemed bathed in tears, and 
never raised his head through the 
indiole of the service. Mr. N. never 
had more liberty in preadung. In 
the evening, this person calfed oh 
Mr. N. took him by the hand, saying 
lus pune was at his service for the 



sermon, and added, ** Two or three 
years ago, I heard you, in such m 
place, preach npon a subject, and 
ever since I have been under the 
rairit of conviction and bondage;. 
This day I took my horse and rode te 
hear yon; «ad, blessed be God, be 
has now given me to see him as my 
tecondled Qod and Father in Christ 
Jesus, and has also given me to en- 
joy that liberty wherewith he makee 
his people free." " After some inter* 
esting conversion, we both," says 
Mr. rf. "begun to see the good 
hand of QtfA in this matter, and his 
good providence in determining me, 
m such a remarkable manner, to 
preach upon a subject I had never 
belsre prepared, and which he had 
aoeooipanled iprith such a powerful 
efBeacy. To me it was one of my 
best days^ and one which both by 
hkn and me will be remembered 
tt)^rougk a joyful eternity." 

THE POWER OP FAITH. 
The following anecdote may per- 
ha|is illQstrate the pronise— " as thT 
dsQr is^ 'SO* shall tW« strength be.*^ 
Deut 3Dndit.*d9. Under the reign 
of paganism, a Christian, netwin- 
standing her pregnancy, was con- 
demned to die for her profession. 
The dajr b^e hei; execution she 
feU intola^ur, an£i, crying out in 
her'^pangs, the gapKi insulfed her» 
saying; * If yon make a ifoise to-d^ 
how Sw you endure a fiolent death, 
to-tnorrow?'' To this she repljed, 
" To-day I sdiTer what is otdinafy^ 
and have only erditftary assistance; 
to-morroW I am to snffiSr what m 
more 'than ordinary^ and shall hope 
for.more than ordinary assistanGe.'' — 
Oh I woman, great was thy faith f 

PRIENDSHir. ' 

Whek one desired to eee AIexin»> 
der's treasure, he told hif servant to 
showbhn not his gold and silver, but 
his friends. 

Yiolumnius, a Roififkn, hiid a won- 
derful friendship for I^u'cullus, whom 
Mark Antony put to ieiith. * Bm 
gretft ^mentations wexl^he cexah of 
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hm being 'dn^gid to the *t]riiimT(r, 
<Sn|to wl&n fie demasded to he ooii' 
dfict«dfi)ik0jM)dyof hisfi^n^ and 
\keM to be put to deatBi. His requeel 
wds readil|^ *gTap||^ ■ 

FriendBhip is anBoubledly obe of 
^ grttlett bles^gB we can enjoy. 
It is justly said^ t£it it doubles our 
v\B9sate8f and divides our sorrows. 
It gilves a brighter sunshine to the 
incidents of life, and enlightens the 
gloon^of its darker hours; What 
ah instasee' of it, have we in Py^ 
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J fien Baqion had beeii*condemn- 
to deathby Dion^ipus, he obtained 
m the tjvrant leave to go and setfle 
I (lomefitiffttlTaitoB, on pronfise of re- 
tu|ning^ata stated (lour to>the place 
^ oi d^ecution. Fythias pledged iiiin- 
" «elf to undergo the punishpient which 
i|is*to If inmctedi)n DaMon, 'should 
he ndt return in*(inib, anii he conse- 
duenuy delivered himself into the 
handi of the tyrant. Pamon, howe- 
ver, returned at the appointed mp* 
lAsntf and DioQirsijis was so stfuck 
inath the fidelity of these two iiriends,' 
that he remitted the punishment, and 
entreated them to permit him to share 
iiiffir fhend8li^)^*aiid enjoy their oon- 
fidenoe. 

FOBTntnDS. 

Aif AX^Rcdus WBS a jphiloflopher of 
Abdera, one of, the foffolivers of Dfr- 
mocrituiL and the frigid of Alexan- 
der. When thit monarch had been 
f^ounded in a battle, the philosopher 
■fifeinted to thd wound, addmg, that it 
^as )iumaQ blood, not the blood of. a 
godi The ffteedon) of Anaxarchus 
o^ended If icrocreon, dnd, after Alex- 
ttoder's de^th, the tyrant, in revenge, 
seized the pMlosopner, and pouncted 
him in a stone nu^rtar with iron ham- 
mers. He bore this with much re^ 
signation^ ahd . exclaimed, ^' Pound 
tlM body of. Anatarchus, for thou 
dost not' pound his soul T' , Upon 
this, Niprocreon ilvestened 'to cut 
out his- tongo^, when Anaxarchus 
bit it off with his teeth, and fpat it 
ista <be tyrant's f^ 



FEMALE FORTrrODE, ANB TH^. 
PERSECUTOR DISAPPOINTED. 

A Pious woman used to say sh^ 
would never want, because her God 
would supply her evenr need. In li 
time of persecution, she was taken 
befdre an unjust judge for attendidg^ 
a conventicle, as they styled her o? 
fence. The judge, on seeing her^ 
rejoiced over her,^ uid taunting^ said^ 
"I have often wished to have you iii 
my power, and now I shall send yoi^ 
to prison, and then how will you b^ 
fedl" She replied, " if it be mv 
'heavenly Father's pleasure, I shaa 
be fed from vour table :" — and that: 
was literally tne case ; for the Judge'» 
wife, beinff present at her exanuna-- 
tion, and being greatly struck witht 
the good Woman's firmness, took care 
to send her victuals from her table|, 
so that she was comfortably supplied 
all the while she was in confinement i 
and in this she found her reward $ for 
the Lord was pleased to work on het 
soul to her real conversion. 



THE TRUE: OOD.. 

The heathens, it is said, confine^ 
their gods to certain, places ; some to 
this city, and ^me to that ; sonie to 
the hiUs, and some to the plains i 
some to the sea, and others to the 
land. Thus it is said, that the same 
night in which Alexander the Great 
was bom, the temple of Diaiia,^ at 
Ephesusj was burnt to the grounder, 
and the heathens, gave thiis as a rear- 
son for it — because Diana was absent^ 
from the temple, being gone to ass&t 
at the birth of Alexan&r; implying 
that their goddess was so confined ta 
one place, that she could not attest 
to what was doing elsewhere. Such 
were the miserable conceits of the 
heatheqs ! But our God is Jehotah,, 
onmiscient and omnipresent I He ia 
the God of the hills, as well as of the 
valleys; of the sea, as well as of the 
dry land : he is as truly present in the 
lowest depth, as in the highest hear- 
vena I Let us, then, trust in him ;; for- 
he is a refuge for us^ and a vei^ pxe^ 
Mnt help in time of trouble ! 
8* 
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OOD ALLrSDFnCIENT. 

In the Chinch's extiemky, when 
bet coDBpuring enemies are ([rest in 
number and power, fiuth raises the 
drooping spirits. " If God be for u% 
who shall be against usl" When 
Antigonus was ready to engace in a 
■ea-nght with Ptolemy|8 armaoa, and 
the pilot cried out,, ** Mow many are 
they more than we V* the courageous 
kin^ replied, "'Tiatrue, if you count 
their numbers^ they surpass us; but, 
for how many do you value meV 
Our God is all-sufficient, against all 
tile combined forces of eurth and hell.. 
We are, therefore, commanded to cast 
all our care on him ; for he cazeth for 

JDSnCE OF OOD. 
DiOGSNEs seeing Harpalus, a thiei( 
go on prosperous^,, was tempted to 
exclaim, "Surely God hath cast off 
the government of the world, and re- 
CBicIs not how things proceed here 
oelow !" But we know that God will 
have a day of assize to vindicate his 
justice ; and he will let sinners know, 
that long forbearance is not foigive- 



FftOVn>ENC£ OP GOD. 

Mr. C. Winter observes, that in 
H time when he was destitute, and 
knew not where to look for a supply, 
he received a letter, of which the fol- 
fewing is a copy, and which he kep^ 
as he said, to record the kind provi- 
dence of the Lord : — 
" Dear and Rev. fiSr, 

**• I enclose you twenty pounds, as I 
suppose your purse may be low. I 
eominena you to the grace and love 
of Jesus : may he long shine upon 
you, and bless you ! 
"My'dearfriend, 
*• Yours, affeetionately, 
»'J. THORNTON.'' 

Theophilus Qntey being on bis way 
to Lonaon, was alarmS with the 
sfeht of the eity m flames. He had 
left his papers inlhe'poflsessiDn of a 
friend, whose house he sooik found to 
IM involyed in the general Cftl3uoit|^ 



and he bitteriy Imeitted, that tl^ ]». 
bouiB of many^eais were t^ iQut ' 
he was d^U^te^ with ^g^te^ol ti*- 
dings! that 9b «esk had been thiowif 
into the cart, asu^prti<jft justsuffi- 
eientio make uir^ lcna» and tfbk 
his treasure wa» safe. t[(o.^]us df* 
cumstanoe, the worl^ is indebted ^ 
the publication of his. learned wod^, 
entitkd, "The Court of the Gen- 
tiles." 

Bun^an was twigesnatched^yWheA 
in imminent dangex of htjn^ 2rowB- 
ed : and once, when he was a sdMr 
in the civiL wars, ^e was drawVout 
tq stand as. a sentinef, a\ tfie s^|e ok^ 
L«ioester; but* another paving le- 
quested^ <for certaiubreaaons^ . to tal^ 
his turn, was shot tfairoag]^ the ]^e|p^ 
and thus li^ Bubj^an pieseiVedi ^ \ 

The provi^noe of pod, Which 
triumjrfiedabver tlie persecutors pf hia 
servants, by rendemig their la|^ itib 
means of establishins the OM^sse^* 
Pyritans„ in a land whjch siio«ldr|n 
future becomes an i^ylum for the i^- 
s&;uted, demands oiyr. grateful adpn^ 
tion. *\ ° 

GOD HONOirRED BY IMPU#T CON^ 

udence in his to:RcrK*^AifD 

GOODNESS. - « 

Alexander the Great had a &-> 
mous, but indi^^ent .philosopher, in 
his court. This adep(t m sqience 
was once paAieuIarly straheiied in 
his circumstances. To whom «iIone 
should he apply, but to hit patron, 
the conqueror pf the world 1 Hi| 
request Was ho sooner ,made thaji 
granted. Alexander eave him a 
commission to receive of his tieasur- ' 
er whatever h^ wanted. He im^^ 
diately demanded, in his sovereign's 
name, ten thousand ppund&. The 
treasurer, surprised at so large a de-- 
mand, refusea to comply ; but waited 
upon the king^ and represent^ to., 
him the afiair, adding, withal, how 
unreasonable' he thought the peti- 
tion, and how exorbitant the sum. — 
Alexander heard him with pa'tienee : 
but, as soon^as he had ended lus re*' 
moftstnnoe, replied, "l^ettbeiypp^f 






ANBGOOnS. 
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> yiiah thaa pbilofepher'B ww ofthink- 
iiig^ he^as dons me a Agohf ho» 
noiv: bydtolai^neasofhisnfUBill 
he ih(flM^he h%k i4ea he )i»a com 
oeived Vlth of thy snperior treaklif ^ 
aptf^ny lojral mtmSmemey , 

Thiu let us hopott wh^kt tb% in- 
i|pire«tpeBman«tyle8 tke matrvellmu 

* • <)iMtfiifn.H'i'imin name t» the Lord of 

* - iA^, let 'US enecl) I eay, aot whal^ 

aArredponds wita our«4<^ nodefc of 

l^eneroaity ; I say, not vi^ vm tmp- 

potm -DTDportiorfed to our fiuicied d»> 

^ selts^vl vihat is sttkaUe to Hm un- 

* kaowH Dubnifisenee of hia naMie^ 

uid Ahe ui3)owided benevoleiice of 

m% heart. Le( us. expect such di- 

, ^ ^ely «^ >l4sngs as surpass all 

^ ^cieatm power, and all^ human appre* 
heasion. -Tliea^we shall no lotger 
beo^raid assuredly* to trust thai gra» 
c^«8 .^^laratfen, " Jesme Christ is 
VHftde of God wUo va^ both wisdom 
and righMowmess, md acmetyicar' 
tim^nd TsdewvptionJ? Jesus Christ 
* haih l^ven himi^lf lor us, and Ms 
thus Ifid a ground*qf aon4denoe and 
tnist for «B u^aU tke blelsings of his 

• puKhase, firom ,tl)e pafdon <^ our 
dafly offsides, even to th« possesaion 
of eternal life iq rfory. ^ " He fliat 
s^avd not bis own^on, ^t delivered 
bun up for us all, how shall he not 
with nii9 al80*fi«elv give us all 
ihinyb''- Ron.viii.99. 

OmllSGIBNCE Qf GOD. r 

Ko silence, no soUtude, nov dark- 
ness ntsali^ can hide the designs and 
actions of thf wicked, nor the suffer- 
. ings of Jiis people^ from the all-pier- 
cing eve of Grod. . How many mil- 
liena of inhabitants are in the world ; 
hofrtdi^prant their oond^ons and 
«d»imistance9, ebbing or flowing ; but 
araail actually and distinctly loiown 
to Grod ! 'Wlhout his universal and 
ijl^llible knowled|», it were impossi- 
ble tnat Ghxl should govem the world, 
and judge it. TorquatusylMAnlins, 
a ttoman of ttoble birth, meugh 
blind throiuh age, w^ chosen consi:d 
8Qi:g4»eiM} to nilB the stale and thiQ 



army ; bill noAifumaBfts, w eiitnat- 
iea, <^uld peipiade hltaato con^nt l» 
it.« He answered^ that it wm absi>- 
lutcly absurd, iliAt the Ihnes adi" 
estates of others shoald be commitlfed' 
to 4* piavidenoe and protection, who 
ravstneoassarily fnaaage alt thingB* 
by4hah«rrsa'of othen. The psrfec* 
tion of Qad'fl knowledge 4uHy quali- 
fies him to govem the world, am li 
tha fcundalionof trust in him. "Mot 
a eyarmw &lb to the gtound witkout 
his permissioii, and the very hails of 
our head are aM numbered imlh him.'^ 
— " Hs that planted Ae m, shatt h» 
n«t see 1 ■ he that formed toe ear, shall 
he not hear 1 he that teacbeth man 
wisdom, shaH not he understand T^ 
Ps. xciv. 9, 10. 

ISE WORU OF GOD PRBFERRED *tO 
THE WOBKB OF ART. 

Thb works «f God in crealfen 
fyrm a fine^field of contemplation to a 
serious and reflecting mind. 6Un^ 
indeed ftm* he be wno deas not dis^ 
cern the wisdom, power, and good- 
ness of iM Almighty in the varlbus 
objects aiovnd him! Yet this is th» 
case with many. Were we to see a 
man plaood in a beautiftd museum, 
choQsmg rather to gaie at pebbW 
and jitones than at the variegated ob>^ 
jecU before him, vre should pity hkn. 
Yet how many ore so lost in sensual- 
ity and folly, as never to behold with 
admiratioB and gratitude the beauti- 
ful system which they inhabit ! It ia 
not thus, however, with the wise and 
the righteous 1 — ^to them " the heavens 
declare the glory of Godj and ^e firm- 
ament showeth his handy work." 

A gentleman being invited by an 
honourable personage to see a stately 
building erected by Sir Christopher 
Hatton, he desired to be excused^ 
and to sit still, looking on a flower 
which he held in his hand — "For,**, 
said he, " I see more of God in thai 
flower, than in all the beaudfld edi£ 
oes in the world." 

god's •iffiATEfln' WORK is;rHAT OF 
BEDEMFTION. 

Ajboyc all his •inker w<nki^ tift 
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giviMT of Ul Sob to ^ » mwfice iir 
■ip, iMViincoMfiafabfe 4fiBoiiitnlian 
hov mufih Qod dffiightt m the Mdrft- 
ti||i«fiii(n. An^MBoehehasbetii 
at fucb an inlluto expaiue to opeir 
the kingdom ofneftveii to aU helMv* 
«n. to Mt helhrm them, m the otjett 
of b<^ a JtinsdflBi of unehuignhfe 
gbiir, iiifiiiitdy tmaoondin^ thv 
emtidy pandue that waa forfeited by 
sin, we nana the atioiiflaat aaiimaiMii'i 
that ^ desiieathe fUicitf of hiaoica- 
tuefc And how tmfok moat be the 
ffvdU and mlaarj of those peieoM who 
Know that Ohriet has opened heaven 
by hie blood, yet put away Uie glad 
tidings finun them, and refine to en- 
t«intoitl When Brutus, that no- 
ble Roman general, intimated to a 
philosopher his dasire of restoring 
Berne to tibarty, the hitter rephtfl 
that the aetion would be gk>iious in- 
deed) but that so maay s^rvife spirits 
tamely stooped under tyianny, liiat 
thnr were not worthy a man of virtue 
and courage should hasajp^ himself 
to leoover that fox them which they 
80 lightly esteemed. The ffedemp- 
titm of mankind is, without contro- 
TerOTf the maeter-pieee of Qod's 
weirks; it is that wherein ^1 his at^. 
tributes appear in their excellent glo- 
ry. Yet now monstrous is the ingr» 
titude of those who wretchedly ne- 
glect the great salvation, which the 
Son of G^ purchased by a life of 
sonow, and a death of iafinito tuf- 
foringl 



And did the holy and the Just, 

The Gtovereign of the deles, 
Stoop down to wretchedness and dait, 

TItttt guilty wonns might r^ ! 

Yes, the Redeemer left his throea, 

His radiant throne on high, 
floipitslng menr I IdM nninowii 1 

To suffer, bteeo, and die t 

fie took the dying traitors place, 

And suffered in his stead ; 
For man, (0 miracle of grafle i) 

For man, the aaviottr.Mftd I 

Oear Lord, what heavenly wooden dwell 

In thyaosnlngbioodt 
By this are sinners snatChed fmu htil, 

And rebels brought to God. 



that CMMfaiiktky9hm*mhmttrtm 
tiantd f Mow Utde oo hv ciVatuvM 
reaendile )din I If we are <fraid«$ 
Mbvktad is it to «yi^! and if 
w do *i>i;0ve^ it H, perk||^, ti^ 
Hilhout upbraiding' for th# &^t. 
When tba auad»<IMl ofiesded ^ 
E^mp^lor ^Yoleni&nian, 4d6 punish^ 
thsm vrith grqfH severity: iflid whei^ 
these indigent peo]||B cadn to ipapfoiu 
his mesey, ha tteated them ^j^"" 
graalKMnilempt, and <q>braided thenr 
with%eeiTm^«fTe8flnt]niint. H^ 
spoke with sBch vehemence* that he^* 
famke a bbod vessel iShd foH'Kftli^' 
on the«roUBd. 'Wtkat ai| tttuS^aSi- 
Bbl» pn^ge is it for man, that he« 
fau to ^o with one thu^ deligku 
eth in- merc% an^ vdm, thou^ lie 
will not aaquiuthe4il^e^ pH moil 
aesurvdly tardea: the pewent* and < 
contrite ! "Let, t]^,^t!ie wlched 
fofsake his way, attdyhe unrighteous 
man 4ii4 thoi^hts ; and leT mai ff* 
turn unto the Lord, who will hat« 
mercy i«wn him ) aUd to*«ur God, 
who vfin multiply pardont toWWda- 
MA." €s. Ir. 7. - * .. 
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OOO'S WI8IMAI AVP GOODigPB DUK 
fLAYfip IN THB OCEAN. ^ 

yfHiLE the sea, by m^s'oflte 
innumerable^ inhaVitants, iffordsfood 
to man in one part of* the ealtR 
Where there' is a aeficieiicy of wood, 
it also Bupblies^ him with fuel. ^ We ^ 
are told by Mr. Crantz, fn his HIrto- * 
ry of Greenland, t* that the great 
Founder of nature has oiMed .this 
frigid* rocky region the groWtb of 
trM8,he hath bid the stfbams of tho ^ 
ocean to convey to its shores a great 
deal of wood, which, i^osdingl^, 
comes floating thither, ana lodgte it« 
self betwe^ the islands. Were it 
not for this, we Europeans 'shotid 
have . no wood to bum ; hud the poflr * 
Ghreenlanders (who, it is tn)e, doliot 
use wood, 'but train-on,'* for burn- 
ing) would, however, have no Wo«3 
to roof their houses, to eriet tfa^ 
tents, to buihi theiir boats, and slifll 
tbdfar ' arrows, by wtkc)^ th^ must 
plocure fhefar nalhteftailKy.'' It i^ 
laUbult'to dedkk #hei^ flie IfaiMf 
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Mows ; bnt, wherever it may be pro- 
duced) its arrival in this dismal part 
of the earth is an astonishing proof 
of die care of our Father wl^ is in 
heaven, over the humblest of his 
children on earth. 

Another unportant purpose an- 
swered by the sea, is the supply of 
the clouds with vapour. According 
to die calculation of Dr. Halley, 
every ten square inches of water 
yields, in summer, betveen the time 
of sun-rise and sun-set a cubic inch 
of water; every squan mile, 6914 
tons. Thus the water, poured into 
the sea by rivers^ ascends to the 
clouds in the form of vapour, and 
these clouds being conveyed overland 
by the wind (which much more fre- 
quently blowfi from the sea than in a 
contrary direction) returns to the 
earth in the form of rain. 

By means of the sea those who axe 
■killed in the art of navigation are 
able to keep up a communication be- 
tween distant countries; the bless- 
iittsof commerce are thus extended, 
1^ the knowl^ge of the glorious 
gospel communicated to "istes afar 

€K>D THE ONLY OBJECT OF REU- 
GlOnS WORSHIP. 

God is infinite in all possible per- 
fections : all-sufficient to make us 
completely and eternally happy ; he 
disdains to have any competitor, and 
requires to be supreme in our esteem 
and affections. The reason of this 
is so evident by divine and natural 
light, that it is needless to spend ma- 
ny words about it It is an observa^ 
tion of St Austin's ''that it was a 
rule among die heathens, that a wise 
man shoulja worship all their deities." 
The Romans were so insatiable in 
idolatry, that they sent to foreign 
countries to bring the gods of several 
nations to Roue; an unpolished 
stone, a tame serpent, or whatever 
was reputed a deity, they received 
with great solemnity and reverence. 
But the true God had no temple, pp 
worship in Rome, where there ij|a8 
fl'P&nta^Qpi dejicat^ to the honour'! 
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of the false gods. The reason h» 
gives for it is, *' that the true God, 
who alone has divine excellencies 
and divine empire will be worshipped 
alone, and strictljr forbids the as- 
sumption of any into his throne.'*' 
To adore anjr besides Him, is infi> 
nitely provoking to his dread Mtk- 

SUBMISSION TO GOD. 

It is no less our interest than our 
duty to keep the mind in an habitual 
frame of submission. << Adam," says 
Dr. Hammond, " after his expulao% 
was a greater slave in the wilderness 
than he had been in the enclosure.'* 
If the barbarian ambassador came ex- 
pressly to the Romans to negotiate, 
on the part of his country, for per- 
poiasion to be their servants, dedar- 
ing that a voluntary submission, even 
to a foreign power, was preferable to 
a wild and disorderly fre^om, wdl 
may the Christian triumph in the 
psffce and security to be attained by 
an unreserved submission to Him: 
who is emphatically called the God of 
order. 

It is incumbent on us at all times 
to be resigned to the will of God» 
To live or to die, if it be /its plea^ 
fure, it ought to be our's. Yet & 
Christian, with a hope full of immor- 
t%Utyj cannot feel it as a matter of 
indifference, when he reflecte on the 
glory of the celestial world. Pyrrho,, 
a skeptical philosopher, showed great 
insensibility in every thing, and de- 
clared, that life and death were tho 
same thing. His disciples hearing, 
this, asked nim why he (ud not hurry 
himself out of the world 7 " Be- 
cause," said he, " there is no differ- 
ence between life and death." A 
Christian, however, can say that 
however desirable life may be, yet to 
be with Christ is far better. 

In a ft^iM state of mind, we are 
apt to dispute with Providence, and 
an imaginadoD of innocence kindles 
discontent. Of this impatience, some 
even of the best moral neathens were 
guiHy. TituQgandGermanicus charg- 
ed Ijie gods with their untimely am^ 
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IB their apprahemion, vaAmeiweA 
deatiu; but the due senie of an will 
humble and qmA the mind under 
sufferings v it (&eets ub to oomncrate 
our florrowfl, and to turn die flowing 
stream into the channel of lepent- 
anoe. ^ Be still, and know that I 
amGod.''^**.! was duarib: I opened 
not my mouth, because thou didst it" 
'*Why should a living man com- 
phiin— a man, for the punishment or 
bsidnsT* 



If smiling mcny crown ottr Hres, 
Its praises shall be sprood ; 

And we'll adore the Justice too, 
Tha: strikes oox oomforts ^tead. 



Peace, all oar anny pfunlons then ; 

Let each Rbelifotu sigh 
Be silent at htt sovereign will. 

And eyery marmar die. 



tlBKEROfllTT UKCTEQ WITH PiOiSI- 

Momr. 
Ma. WHiTBPiEiiD, in a sermon at 
Ae tabernacle, related the foHowing 
anecdote, which has so good a ten- 
dency, that the'insertion of it in this 
wa^ may con(ti3»iite to the pKomo- 
yBtsn both of frugality and generosity, 
qualities that may reciprocally assist 
each other:— "Two persons^ whs 
were employed in colleotnig money for 
some public chuity, knocked at the 
door of a certain gentkman, kitendinf 
ita solicit his donation. While wait* 
■ing there, they oveiheaad the master 
of the house severely fepioving his 
servant for the waste ef a small piece 
.of candle. Judging from this ap- 
pearance of extreme parsimony that 
oe was a ciwetous man, one of them 
proposed that lliey should lose no 
more time in waiting there, but go on 
to another house. The other person, 
however, thought it best to stay. At 
length they were introduced, when 
the gentleman, having read their 
case, immediately prMented them 
with five guineas. The ooHeetevs, so 
Hgreeably disappointed, could pot con- 
(Ceal their surprise, which bcong ob- 
aerved by the donor, he desireifl to 
}a»yf wh^ they ezjmsed so mfteh 



wonder at the gifti 'The 
■r,' said one of them, ''is this : wtt 
happened to hear yon severely Mam* 
ing your servants for losing an iadi 
of candle, and ccpected nothing fiN)a 
a person who, we feared, was so 
parsimaueos." < Gentlemen,' re* 
plied he, * it ii true I an very exact 
in the eoonomf of my affidrs ; I can- 
not endure iht waste of any thing, 
however smal its value; and I do 
this that I m^ save, out of a mode* 
rate income, something ta give to God 
and religion/' 

The montf is obvious. Master* 
and mistresses of fomilies, suffer no* 
extravagance 1 Spare unneoesaaiy 
expense ! Spare, that you may have 
to spend for God ; and you, servants^ 
avoid profusion and waste I Think 
not vour masters covetons, because 
careful; it becomes both them and 
you to be careful, that there may be 
somewhat "to give to him that 
needeth.*' 



A grenadier's ufe sated by tbb 

BIBLE. 

Latelt died at Blphill, in Staf- 
fordshire, in his eightieth year, John 
BrothertoD, labourer, a native of that 
parish. During eighteen years of 
nis youth be foithmlly served his 
country in the grenadier company 
of the thirty-seventh rc^pment^ ana 
fought with that corps m the battle 
of Minden. Immediately on leaving 
his native cottage to enter the army. 
Brotherton took with him a smalt 
Bible, determined to make it tibe coihr 
stent companion of his marehe% 
Previous to an engagement, he put 
the book upon his breast, betw^n 
his coat and waistcoat, a practice to 
which he once owed the piisarvatioB 
of his life. In an actisB fougbt i^ 
Gennany, while the thirW-aeventb 
regiment was engaged in elose qui|^« 
ters with the enamy, he received a 
thrust from a bayonet, diweted 
against his breast; and the peint^f 
tGp weapon, after pieidng'nis bdl 
an^coat pressed through jfche cover 
of ibfi 6iMe, aiKlpe^lomtej^^fb 
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Hf tife feares. ' This hack now re- 
inaiiM in poa ec aaio n of o)ie of his 
lm>thera. 

But to how many has the Bible 
"been the means, not onfy of preserv- 
ing the body, but saving the soul 1 
Happy for us to five in a day when 
this mTine Boofc h rapidly circula- 
ting through the universe! 



THS GONDESCGNDINO OENBRAL* 

. A CERTAIN general happened to 
observe a common soldier, distin- 
gmshing faiaiaelf, on the day of bat* 
tie, with unusual activity and courage. 
Detennined to reward merit where- 
ever it was Ibund, he advanced the 
biave plebeian to a captain's poet. 
The k&ter had not long enioyed the 
bfmour befinre he came to his bene- 
fiuslor, and, with a dejected counte- 
nance, begged leave to resign his 
CommiasioiB. The general, suf prised 
at such an unexpected request, asked 
hkn the reason, "Your officers," 
•aid the petitioner, " being grentiemen 
of femUy and education, thmk it be- 
neath them to associate or converse 
l^h a rartic So that now 1 am 
•handoned «i every side ; and am 
teas happy since my peeferment than 
1 WAS Before this instance of your 
higVness^s fiivour." **Is that the 
cause of your uneasiness V inquired 
the general " Then it shall be, re- 
dressed, and that very speedily. To- 
inorrow I shall review the army, and 
lo-morow your business shall be 
done." Accordingly, when the troops 
\yere drawn up, and expected every 
^moment to begin their exercise, the 
general called the young hero from 
the ranks, leaned his hand upon bis 
shoulder, and, in this familiar and 
endearing position, walked with Um 
tlygrou^ all the lines. The stratagem 
had its d^HTod efbet Alter such a 
signal and puhlk^tokon of the prince's 
regasrd, |^e officers were emulous of 
his acquaiiktance^ and courts Kther 
than shuansd his oompan/. 
* i?I7^©8y a«ply^thisio4^^ "Case of 
CwnypOor Curiatbii^ Wilisnotthe 



as great a dutinetioa and as high s 
recommendation in tile heavwily 
world 1 Will not the angelic hosttf 
respect and honour those persons 
who appear washed in his bloody 
ctothed with his rifffateousness, andf 
wearing the most iwistrious token of 
his Iffve that he himself could possi- 
bly give 7 

In these tokens at his tove may we 
be (bond! Then shall we meet one 
another with o^an^ and comfort at 
the great tribunal with honour and 
joy amidst the angelfe of lisht, with 
everiasliing exultation and rapture 
around the throne of God and the 
Lambl 



THE GOOD GOVERNOR. 
VzTm the Great frequently sur- 
prised the magistrates by his unex- 
pected presence in the cities of the 
empire. Having arrived, without pre- 
vious notice, at Olonez, he went first 
to the r^ency, and inauired of the 

Sovemor hew many suits there were 
epending in the court of chancery. 
" None, sire," replied the governor, 
« None ! howhappens that 1" "Why," 
replied the governor, " 1 endeavour 
to prevent lawsuits, and, by concilia- 
ting the parties I act m such a 
manner that no traces of difference 
remain in the archives, tf I am 
wrong, your indulgence will excuse 
me." " I wish," replied the czar, 
that all governors would act upon 
the same principles. Go on ; God 
and your sovereign are equally sar 
tisfied." 

GOOD BROUGHT OUT OP EVIL. 

He that was rival to Crassu^ 
when he stood candidate for com- 
mand of the legion in the Parthian 
war, was greatly oonoeined that Ite 
missed the oignity ; but he saw him- 
self blessed ihat he eaoaped the death 
an^ the dishonour of the overthrow 
wtna^iie news of it arriwd at Rone. 
The gentleman at^Marseilles cursed 
hat fliain that he was absent when 
the ihip pnoeefded t« sea, that 



Hwotir of tl»B blesised Jesiis giv^. wlhi4 IqUg'VlM ftf a ^^nwi'l ^ 
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he gave thsaks to provideoce that 
WenKd him with the cross, when he 
iuaew that the ship perished in the 
voyage and all the men were drowned. 
And even these virgins uid barrrai 
women in Jerusalem that longed to 
become glad mothers, and for want of 
children would not be comforted, yet, 
when Titus sacked the city, found 
4he words of Jesus true, " Blessed is 
the womb that never bare, and the 
paps that never gave suck.'* 
— '-^ — , 



THE TOKEN FOR OOOD. 

Nothing is more natural to an 
awakened mind than a desire to know < 
whether his sins be foi^given; bu^'fvokeda sentence^ that he should b« 



ledge that the most hicsb, v4io iv* 
leth in the heavens above and rn ther 
earth beneath, is the only object in . 
whom even kings ought to confide. 
But Nebuchadnezzar has not beoi 
the only one who has made this con-> 
fession. The progress of the great 
king Alp Arslan was retarded by the 
governor of Berzem ; and Joseph the 
Carizman presumed to defend his for- 
tress against all the powers of the 
East When he was produced a 
captive in the royal tent, the sultan, 
instead of praising his valour, severe* 
ly reproached his obstinate folly, and 
the insolent replies of the rebel pro- 



how often does kb doubt ! The ho2i 
Bess of that Grod against whom he 
hath sinned, and the view he has of 
the guilt and magnitude of his trans- 
gression, produce much fear and anxi- 
ety lest he shoukl not be the object of 
pardoning mercy. History infi)rm8 
us that when a van had offended 
Augustus, the emperor, to show his 
gieatnessof mind, declared hepardon< 
ed him. Bat the poor creature, who 



&btened to four stakes and left to ex- 
pire in that painful situation. At 
tins command, the desperate Cari»> 
miiEUi, drawing a dagger, rushed heaA^ 
long towards the throne : the ^arda 
raimd their battle-axes; their zeal 
was checked by Alp Arslan, the mo^ 
skilful archer of the age; he drew his 
bow, but his foot slu>ped~-4he arrow 
ffianced aside, and he received in hia 
breast the dagger of Josej^ who wsi 



6xpectedx»4y destruction, astonished instantly cut in pieces. The wound 



beyond foemre, and fearing the de- 
claratioa was too good to be true, in 
all thf simplicity of nature instantly 
desired his majesty to give him some 

g resent as a proof that he had really 
rgi/en him. Thus anxious is the 
awalened sinner I Such a free and 
full forgiveness, after all his heinous 
provocation, seems incredible; h^ 
therefore desires, " a token for good," 
that he may know that he has passed 
£rom death unto life, and that all his 
sins are forgiven. Such tokens God 
is pleased to give, in hearing his 
prater, in exciting his affection, in 
weaning him from the worldT, ki sane- 
lining his afflictions, in humbling his 
jrinde, ki grsmting his Holy Spirit, in 
keeping nim from em, and gifing 
Ite an eardtat. of the bettar wqiM* 
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T4k ac^ Uqg of 13l|bv|iHi.iMl 
brought to oee thevvitifty.of ii^^g 
la hnam powi^; j«nii^ 4$]p0V», 



was mortal, and the Turkish princil 
bequeathed a dying adjOMnition to the 
pride of kinffs. " In my youth,*' 
said Alp Arsbui, " I was advised by 
a sage to humble mysslf before my 
Grod, to distrast niy ovni strength) 
and never to despise the most con- 
temptible enemy. I have neglected 
these lessons, and my neglect ha« 
been deservedly punished Yesterday 
from an (eminence I -beheld the num- 
bers, ihe discipline, and the spirit ^ 
my armies ; the earth seemid to^treoK 
hie linder my feet ; and I said in taf 
heart, surely ^ou ait the king ^f ^e 
world, the gMatest and most'^i^viBi. 
dMe of warriofB. I*hase amies asa 
no Jbnger mine*; and in lire coi^- 
dence of is^ penmaal o^n^ I n^ 
fan ihto the Haaisof an asaassili.'\ 

^emetlifts Phaieieus,' a mMe of 
X4Mlf»hr^tus, gained %uek ^h ifuflu- 
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•cHj. and rmdeied hinnself ao pomilaj 
fay fais munificence, that the Atoem- 
tns raified three hundred and nxty 
braoen statues to his honour Yet, 
in the midst of all Uus popularity, his 
enemies excited a sedition i^linst 
jnm ; he was condemned to <feath ; 
«nd all his statues were thrown 
down, sAer having been invested with 
the sovereign power for ten yean. 

Consider the most remaraable ex- 
amples which history has recorded of 
lare talents, and rare fortune, united 
for the aooom^ishment of some iUu»- 
trious end. What are they, if read 
aright, but so many lessons of humi- 
lity 1 Philip, the fiUher of Alexan- 
der the Grrrat, was by fiir the most 
aecomnlished hero of his age. His 
hirth was noble, his person graceful 
and dignified ; his nnderstaiuiing of 
that rare class in which depth and 
ftcility are equally united, at once 
degant and comprehensive, and em- 
heffished vrith aft the learning that 
€^ece in her best mm could supply; 
iiis achievements in arms were great 
and biiliianty and his success was 
almost unvaried. It was Philip's 
chief ambition to live to Aiture ages ; 
and, that the triumph of his gloiy 
might be permanent, ne vras anxious 
to embody it in the literatme and 
eloquence of Athens. For this end 
iie was content to pardon alike her 
insuks and injuries, and courted with 
tmwearied assiduity the acquaintance 
of the most considerabie members of 
her commonwealth. But the elo- 
quence of a sin^ man defeated all 
his hopes. Demosthenes was his 
enemy ; and that profligate dema- 
gogue has been able, by his match- 
Hss genius, to brand with unmerited 
in&my, during more than two thou- 
sand years the illustrious prince who 
vanquished and spared him. 

If the ancient world produced any 
person more dcMerving of admiration 
than Philip, it was probably his son. 
It vras Alexander's andntion to fiNOid 
a mighty empire, which should em- 
brace both the eastern and western 
hemisphere, and to foster under one 
fasent and pvoleeting shade the com- 1 
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merce, learoing^arts, and legislation 
of the world. The greatness of his 
design could be measured only by the 
extensive genius which conceived it, 
and his success was equal to both« 
In the very ipnrae of youth, he over-* 
threw the most potent kingdom of 
Asia : he selected the position and 
laid the foundation of a city, whidi 
for a thousand years drew into its 
bosom the wealth of three continente % 
he carried his victorious arms into the 
heart of India, and having fixed and 
fortified his eaatem frontier, returned 
to Babylon to prepare for extending 
his conqueste m the west. There^ 
as he was retiring early to rest, he 
passed by a chaiAer where some of 
Lis young officers and friends weie 
banqueting; and, in a thoughtless 
moment, for he was by habit very 
tomjperatcL he accepted an invitetion 
to join their carousals. The rest 
who does not know 1 In a few dajrs 
he was laid in his grave ; and in a 
few years, the sreat empire of y/hieh 
he thought to nave laid the founda- 
tion so &ep that it should have stood 
for ages, was broken in pieces, and 
the raagmente dispersed to the foinr 
winds 0? heaven I 

1 will mention but one exan^ 
more, and that, like the two fomMBg^ 
of the most vulgar notoriety. CsBsur 
desiied to be master of the world. 
By devoting thirty years of his life 
to a single object, by the exercise of 
the most unnvalled talento, and the 
perpetration of unexampled crimes^ 
ne seemed to have effected his pur^ 
pose. He was declared dictator. 
And how long did he enjoy his elevar 
tion 7 The ability which had raised 
him so high, failed him when only a 
small portion of it was neceuary to 
sustain, him in his guilty eminence. 
He had fought his way to empire, at 
the head of legions who were devoted 
to him, and he had not the prudence 
to retain a mere body-guara to pre- 
serve what he had won. He nad 
sustained a character for moderation, 
during a long series of years, with 
consummate &J1 and hypocrisy ; and 
when nething bat the laqgaage of 
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modentkni was necwMTy to secure 
lus popularity, he forgot to use it ; 
mnd prov^ed a people who were 
jealous of tiie name ofiiberty, though 
they had surrendered the substance, 
hy an avarice of silly titles. He had 
delivered himself repeatedly from the 
most complicated and overwhelming 
distiesses, by his matchless wgadty 
and courafe, and he was ruined at 
last by fooushly overlooking an irre- 
gular, ill-concerted conspiracy, which 
n child might have discovered. He 
had lived in the midst of a thousand 
dangers in the field, and he fell by 
the hands of assassins. 

These instances, and numberiess 
ttthers, which are less striking only 
because they are less notorious, have 
been cited by the moralists of every 
age, and, alter a few serious com- 
ments, dismissed with a ngh over the 
▼anity of earthly glory. Tney prove, 
indeed, its vanity btevond controversy ; 
but they prove, also, much more. 
They express in large and striking 
chaiacters, that hapless uncertainty 
which attends upon every scheme of 
earthly policy. What is true of 
great thmgs, is true of small Pri- 
vate life has its Philips, and Alex- 
ttnders, and Ciesars, without number, 
who are striving with unwearied dili- 
gence for tile attainment of a com- 
manding reputation, or brilliant es- 
tablishments, or ascendancy of sta- 
tion. The mere moralist can do little 
more than condemn their folly, and 
weep over it ; but the Christian may 
surely be taught, by such example, a 
lesson of far higher wisdom, and, 
touched with a sense of hb own 
weakness, may learn to resign him- 
self, without regret and without fear, 
into the hands of his beneficent Cre- 
«tor. 



BEAVEN. 
Whek Anaxagoras was accused 
of not studying poUtics for his coun- 
try's good, he replied, " I have a very 
^reat caie of my country," pointing 
tip to heaven. So a Cioutian looks 
.upon heaven as his country, and con- 
ttdem himself as a stiangsr and pU- 



ffrim here on earth ; nor wiO ht« 
heavenly-mindedness detract from his 
patriotism, for he is the best firiend to 
order and happiness on earth whose 
afifections are most set on things in 
heaven. 

The idolatrous temple of ' Diana 
was so bright and splendid, that the 
door-keeper always cried to them 
that enters in, "Take heed to your 
eyes." But what' feculties of vision 
must we have to behold the glory of 
the Temple above ! If it is said that 
the righteous themselves shall shine 
forth as the sun, what will be the 
splendour of the Eternal Throne 1 
What a delightful dian^e from this 
world of darimess and imperfection 
to that where all shall be light and 
glory t Happy those who are made 
meet to be partakers of this inheri- 
tance of the saints in lifht ! 

It was said of TuUy, when he 
was banished fifom Italy, and of De- 
mosthenes, when he was banished 
from Athens, that they wept eyery 
time they- looked towards their own 
country ; and is it strange that a be- 
liever should mourn every time h^ 
looks heaven-ward 1 

A distinguished diaracter, in a 
neighbouring nation, had an extras 
oidmary mark of distinction uid 
honour sent him by his prince as he 
lay on his death-bed. " Aias !" said 
he, looking coldly ujponit, "this is a 
mighty fine thing m this country ; 
but I am just going to a country 
whero it will be of no service to me." 



DECEITFULNES8 OF THE HEART. 

The beginning of Nero's reign 
was markS by acts of the greatest 
kindness and condescension— -by affit- 
bility, complaisance, and popularity. 
The object of his administration 
seemed to be the good of his people ; 
and, when he was desired to sign lus 
name to a list of malefactors that 
were to be executed, he exclaimed, 
"/visA. to heaicen 7 could not 'write /" 
He was an enemy to flattery ; and 
when the senate had liberally com- 
mended the wisdom of his govern* 
ment, Nero desoed them to keep thdr 
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pnifles till lie deserved them. Yet 
this wae the wretch who aasawinated 
his mother, who set fire to Rome, 
and destroyed multitudes of men, 
women, and children, and then threw 
the odium of that dreadful action on 
the Christians. The cruelties he 
exercised towards them were heyond 
description, while he seemed to he 
the only one who enjoyed the traij^i- 
cal spectacle. " The lieart is deceit- 
fill above all things^ and desperately 
wicked ; who can Juiow it V* 



HONESTY THE BEST POUCY. 

The following instance of honesty 
may be proper^ read, and recom- 
mended to tne children in the Sun- 
day schools : — A nobleman, lately 
travelling in Scotland was asked lor 
alms in the high-street of Edinbuigh, 
by a little ragged boy : he said he mid 
no change : upon which the boy of- 
fered to procure it His brdship, in 
order to get rid of his importunity, 
gave him a piece of silver, which the 
Do^ conceiving waBtD he changed, ran 
cm for the purpose. On his return, 
not finding his bene&ctor, who he 
expected would have waited, he 
watched for several days in the place 
where he had received the money, 
pursuing his occupation. At length 
the noUeman happening again to 
pass that way, he accosted him, and 
put the change he had ]^rocured into 
nis hand, counting it with great ex- 
actness. His lordsnip was so pleased 
with the boy's honesty, that ne has 
placed him at school, and means to 
provide for him. 

HARDSHIPS MUST BE ENDURED. 

It is well when we can acquire 
thb habit of the soul so useful in car- 
rying us through the various scenes 
of human life. The Greeks and 
the Romans considered contempt of 
pleasure, endurance of pain, and 
neglect of life, as eminent qualities 
of a man, and a principal subject of 
discipline. Scavola held his arm in 
the fire to shake the soul of Por- 
flenna. The savage inures his body 
go the torture, that u the hour of trial 



he may exult over his enew. E<veii 
the Mussulman tears his noA, and . 
comes in gaily streaminfj^ vrith hlood» 
to win the object of his a£foctions. 
What then may not a Christian b» 
willing to si^er, engaged in a cuam 
so noble, and havmg an object ia 
view so grand 1 1f God be his friend, 
the Saviour his guide, and heaven 
his end, what has he to fear, even 
under the greatest difficulties 1 Ne-. 
ver was a Jholy courage more emi'^ 
nently exemplified than in the Apos^ 
tie Paul; and never could any mor» 
tal utter these words with greater 
propriety, ** I endure all ihinga P* 

HOMAGE PAID TO WORTH. 

PiNDAB, the celebrated poet, waft, 
a native of Thebes and flourished.: 
about five hundred years b. c. Hift 
feUow-citizens erected a monument 
to him; and when Alexander th» 
Great attacked Thebes, he gave ex- 
press orders to his soldiers to spars 
the house and family of this pre-oni-^ 
nent bard. The Lacedsmonians had 
done the same before this period ; for» < 
when they ravaged BcBotia, and burnt 
the capital, the ToUowiiig words were 
written upon the door <m the poet : — < 
" Forbear to bum this house ; it was. 
the dwelling of Pindar." 

At the tune our illustrious coun^ 
try man. Captain Cook, wasexploring^ 
the South Pacific Ocean, and Uess- 
ing the nations of Europe by his: 
discoveries, England ana France 
were at war with each other ; but so 
sensible were the French Govern^ 
ment of the benefits that might ha 
expected to result from the uboursi 
of the English circumnavigator, that 
they issued strict orders to the conK 
manders of all their ships of war,, 
not to molest him, or any person be^ 
longing to the expedition, should thej 
fell in with them on the ocean. 

Xerxes, when he destroyed all tha 
tem{>les in Grreece, caused the templei 
of Diana to be preserved, on account 
of its beautiful structure ; so, when 
the destroying angel is sent forth ta 
execute his commiBcnon, the souki 
who hear the divine iimge and wha 
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the templM of tlie fifing God, 
•baUtenand. 

John Dobiodd, king of Pohnd, 
Ac was joatly fiunoiii fat having 
laiied the liege of Vienna when that 
dty was inveated by the Turiu in the 
yvar ie83. 

Such waathe admiiation of Chariea 
XII. for this illofltrioiia prince, that, 
touched with enthnaiasin, he wept as 
he stood over his tomb at Cracow, 
and exclaimed, '*£So great a king 
omght never to have died," 

HTPOCBIST. 
Htpocbist, though it may he 
eonoealed for a time, will sooner or 
later discover itself. It is often with 
difficulty that the h3rpocrite can pre- 
aerve his mask entire, and, when de- 
tected, to what shame and disgrace is 
he reduced. When Fescema per- 
ihmed her breath, that she might not 
amell of wine, she condemned the 
crime of drunkenness, but grew ri- 
diculous when the wine broke thmugh 
the cloud of a tender perfume, and 
the breath of a kzenge. *" And that 
indeed is the reward of a h3rpocrite : 
his laborious aits of concealment fiir- 
lushallthe world with declaration 
ttid severity against the crime which 
himself condemns vrith his catttun.** 

IN8TABIUTT. 

Xerx£s crowned his footmen in 
the morning, and beheaded them in 
the evening of the same day; and 
Andromecus, the Greek emperor, 
crowned his admiral in the morning, 
and then took of his head in the u- 
ttsmoon. Roffensis had a cardinal's 
hat sent to him, but his head was cut 
off before it came to hand ! Most say 
of their crowns, as a certain king 
said of his,' " Oh crown ! more noble 
than happ^ !" It was a just com- 
plaint which long ago was made 
aeainst the heatlwn gods, OfatUea 
dareevLmma Deoa eademque iueri 
diffieHeet . They could nve their 
ftvourites great gifts, but Qwy could 
not maint&i th4 1^ tte poiieasion 
dfthem. 



lORORANCB. 

A KNOWLEDGE of the operations of 
nature is often of vast importance in 
carrying on great enterprixes. When 
AiexaiSier die Great's admiral, Ne- 
arehus^ and his men, first saw the 
flux and reflux of the sea, at the 
month of the river Indus, the pheno- 
menon appeared to them a {nrodi^ 
by vvhich the gods testified the dis- 
pleasure Gi heaven against the en- 
teipriie in which they were then 
emWked. And when Cssar's arm^f, 
on their landing qn the coast of Bri* 
tain, saw the sea ebbing and retiring 
from tiieir ships, they took it for a 
stratagem of their enemies, gave 
themMlves up for lost, and were 8» 
frightened and confounded, that tho 
courage and conduct of their great 
commander could scarcely prevent 
their overthrow. 

INTEMPERANCE. 

It is related of Alexis the poet» 
that from every season of the year 
he drew anpunentji to fumiah. a new 
title to his mtemperance : the spring, 
he sttd, required liberal drinking in 
sign of joy for the revolution of na- 
ture ; tlie snmnier to temper our bueat 
and refresh our thint ; it was due to 
autumn because it is dedicated to the 
vintage; and Whiter required it toi 
expel the cold, which would other- 
wise congeal the blood and spirits. 
Thus he pleaded for the allowance of 
his excess. And so men, in the se- 
veral ages of life that are correspon- 
dent to the seasons of the year, frame 
some excuses to delay repentance, 
and give some colour to their rebel- 
lion against Gkxi, who commands us 
to hear his voice to day^ obediently 
and immediately, upon no less ne- 
nalty than being excluded from oia 
blessed rest for ever. Heb. iv. 7, 8. 

INTOXICATION. 

Bt one of the laws of Pittacui^ 
one of the seven wise men of Ghreece^ 
every &ult committed by a man when 
intoxicated was deemed to deaerva 
double ponisfament 
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THE maUIfllTION. 

The late admiral Pye having been 
on a visit to Southampton, .an4 the 
d^tleman under whose looif he le- 
sided having observed an unusual 
intimacy between him and his secre- 
tary, inquired into the denee of their 
relationship, as he wished to pay him 
suitable attention. The admiral in- 
formed him that they were not relat- 
ed, but their intimacy arose firom a 
singular circumstance, which^ by his 
permission, he would relate. The 
admiral said, when he was a capiain 
he was cruising in the Mediterrane- 
an. While on that station, he re- 
ceived a letter from shoie, stating 
that the unhappy author of the let- 
ter vras, by fairth, an Englishman; 
that having been a v<^tfe to Spain, 
lie was eniiced, whil0 there, to be- 
come a Papist, and in process of time 
was made a member of the inquisi- , 
tion ; that there he witnessed the 
abonunable irio^edness and barbari- 
ties of the inqoisitonK. His heart 
recoiled at ha vine embraced a religion 
so hornbly cru^, and so repugnant 
to the nature of Grod ; that he was 
etoiig with remorse^ to think if his. 
parents knew what and where he 
WBS, their hearts would break with 
grJef ; that he was resolved to escape 
U he (the captain) would send a boat 
on shore at such a time and place ; 
but begged secrecy, since, if nis in- 
tentions were discovered, he should 
be immediately assassinated. The 
captain returned for anawer that he 
could not with uropriety send a boat, 
but if he coukT devise any means to 
come on boards he would receive him 
as a British subject^ and protect hiuK 
He ^ so i but bemg missed^ there 
waa soon raised a hue and cry,, and 
he was followed to the ship. 

A holy inquiisitor dismanded hiin^ 
but he was reruaed. Another, in the 
name of his holinesa the Pope, 
daimed him i but thiQ captain did 
BOt know him er any- other master 
but his own sorereign, King G^eorge. 
At length a thiird ^^, hrothfit ap- 
IHToached. The young man recog> 
nized him at a dultance, an(% in ter^ 



ror, ran to the captain, entmntios 

Urn not tolie deceived by him. for h» 

was the most/a^wic&e^and cruel 

monster in all the inquisition. Hft 

was introduceci^ the young man be^ 

ing present, and to obtain his ol^ecfc 

began with the bitterest accusationa 

against Um ; then he turned to thft 

most fukome flatteries of the captain^ 

and, lastly, offered hkn a sum of 

money to resi^ him. The cfq[itaiik 

treated him with apparent aUentioi^ 

said his offer was very handsome, and 

if what he affirmed were true. th» 

person in question was- unworthy of 

the English name or of his pniec- 

tion. The holy brother waa elated \ 

he thought his. errand was aooom^ 

plished. While dravving his purse^ 

strings, the captain mquired wiiat 

punishment would be inflicted upon.. 

nim. He replied) that itwa&Uncer^ 

tain, but as his offencea were atro-^- 

ciouia, it waa likely that hi» punish-^, 

ment would be exemplary. Thet 

captain asked if be thought no would 

be bilmt in a dry pan. He replied^ 

that must be determined by the h4ihff 

inqaiaition^ but it was not impobor^, 

ble. 

The captain then ordered, the great; 
copper to be Seated, but no water to. 
be put in. All this, while the youn^. 
man stood trembling ^ his cheeks re- 
sembled death, he expected to become, 
an unhappy victim to avarice and: 
superstition. The cook soon an^. 
nounced that the orders, were exeeut*^ 
ed;. *' Then I command you to take-, 
thks fellow," pointing to the inquisir^ 
tor, "and fry him alive in the cop-- 
per." This unexpected command 
thunderstruck the holy &ther... 
Alarmed for himself, he rose to bo 
gone. The cook began to bundle- 
him away. ** O good captain !. good, 
captain I sporei spare me, spare me !'* 
"Have him awAy I"" replied the cap-' 
tain. "Oh no> my good captain !"^ 
'^'Havc him away !. Ill teach him toi 
attempt to bribe a Britibh command 
er to sacrifice the life of an. English^ 
mafiy to gratify a herd of bloody 
men." Down me inquisitor fell upon^ 
his knees, oflfering him all his money,^ 
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and wonndng never to tetjmi if he 
would let hun begone. When the 
captain had aufBdenftly alarmed him, 
he diamiased him, warning him never 
to come again on such an errand. 
Wliat moat be the reverse of fillings 
In the young man, to find himaeu 
.hna hiappily delivered? He fell 
-ipon his knees, in a flood of tean, 
leibre the captain, and poured out a 
housand blessings upon his brave 
iimI noble deliverer. "This," said 
die admiral to the gentleman, "is the 
drcnmstance that be^an our acquain- 
tance. I then took him to be my ser- 
vant — ^be served me ftom aflection ; 
mutual attachment ensued; and it 
has inviolably subsisted and increas- 
ed to this day.*' Christian reader, 
anehj and infinitely stronger, should 
be the attachment to Jesus Christ, 
who has delivered thee from eternal 
fikmes, and that at the expense of his 
own file! 

UfSTBfKrriON PREFERBGD TO 

FLATTEBY. 
Peter the Great caused many fo- 
xeign books to be translated into the 
Ruflftian language, and among others, 
" PuftndorTs introduction to the 
8tate of Europe." A monk, to whom 
the translation of this book was com- 
mitted, presented it some time afler 
to the emperor, who turning over the 
leaves, chanffed countenance at one 
particular chapter, and ftddressing 
ue monk witn an indignant air, 
*<Fool," said he, " what did I order 
thee to do ? Is this a true transla- 
tion T' Then referring to the ori- 
ginal, he pointed out a paragraph in 
which the author had s^ken with 
great asperity of the Russians, and 
which the translator had omitted. 
'' Go instantly," said he, "and exe- 
cute my orders rigidly : it is not to 
idatter my subjects that I have this 
hook translated and printed, but to 
instruct and reform theoL*' 



SPIRITUAL JOT. 

Spiritual joyjmrifies and Ibiti- 
Itfia the ioul against the ensnaring 
and corrupting aUnrementa of the 



world. Tike joy qfthe JUfrrd ia their 
Birength ; that, of which he is the 
author and object, is productive and 
preservative of the vigour of the 
sou), to resist the charms of the 
workL It is said of Orpheus, when 
he passed by the syrens, who, by 
their charnnng voices, subdued men 
to sleep and then destroyed them, 
that he played on his harp, and the 
sweet sound made him despise their 
nnging, and prevented the danger. 
The fable is fitly moralized. Joy in 
the Lord is our portion, and that in- 
finite sweetness that is in communion 
with him makes such an impression 
upon the soul,, that the ensnaring 
and destructive pleasures of the worid 
are abhorred m comparison with 
thrai. Thai firm peace and pure 
joy, fHuaes the imderatandingy our 
most conqyrehemftve fiiculty ; where- 
as all the pleasures of the v?orld do 
not satisfy our senses. 



INEBHIfiTT. 
A VENERABLE clergyman once as- 
sured tihe author, that he had never 
done so much mischief as by the best 
sermon he tmd ever pTeached<»it was 
against the sin of drunkenness. It 
happened to be an offence to which 
none of his auditors were addicted. 
After it was over, some of them ex- 
pressed no small triumph at their own 
secure state, from a consciousness of 
being free from the vice which had 
been so well exposed ; and, as if the 
exercise of no virtue but the one op' 
posite to the sin in question had been 
necessary, they went home exulting 
in their own superior goodness. 



THE WEEPING INDIANS. 

While men remain in an uncon- 
verted state, they feel no sorrow for 
their multitudinous transffressions^ 
and are insensible of the danger to 
which they are exposed ; but when 
once divine grace touches the hearty 
they possess different feelings: no 
longer can they behold on as a %ht 
and trivial thing — no longer can they 
think of Christ with unconcern: 
they mourn over their past conduct, 
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aitti weep on the- reilectioM of 
God*8 forbenrance and compftsflbn. 
« Wbenerer I saw a'man shed cean,** 
said an Indian, ** I used to doabt Ms 
being a man. I would not have 
wept, if my enemies had even cut the 
flesn from my bones; so hard was 
my heart at that time : that I now 
weep is of God, who has softened the 
hardness of my heart." Another In- 
diui relates that be had made thir- 
teen notches in a piece of wood, by 
way of memorandum that he had 
been thirteen Sundays at lichtenau 
to hear the word of God ; and that 
when he considered how often he had 
heard of his Redeemer, and looked at 
the notehM in the wood, he ooukl not 
help weeping, although he endea> 
voured to conceal his tears. 



VlNDICnVB JUSTIOB. 

Such is the misery to which all 
men are reduced by sm ; tiie justice 
of Gk>d is eternal, mBexible and infi' 
nHe, and cannot be dispensed with ; 
nor can the law of God be broken 
without pumshment beins inflicted. 

It is said that the Greeks had so 
offended Darius, that a servant, every 
evening, by his order, repeated these 
words: " Remembor, O king, to 
punish the Athenians !" Thus ju»* 
tice calls for punishment cm all man- 
kind, " as all have sinned and come 
short of the glory ofQod.** But how 
delightful the thought that all who 
believe in himidiall be delivered bom 
this curse, through Him who was 
made a curse for us ! 



all possible causes ; and teach them 
to bear with patience any reproaches, 
so that they may but become the 
means of saving precious and immor- 
tal souls! 



MINISTERIAL JOY. 

DiAGORAS, when he saw his three 
sons drowned in one day at the Olym- 
pic games as victors, died with ex- 
cess of joy while he was embracing 
them. What will be the joy of min- 
isteni to see those to whom they have 
been instrumental in eonveinon, all 
downed in one day with an ever- 
lasting diadem of btiss which shall 
never &de avrayl How should the 
thought of this support them under 
th^ present trials; stimulsto than 
to vigonNNi e xi gt kMM i in the best of 



FALUBIUTT OP HUMAN JUDO- 
MENT. 

A GENTLEMAN died possesscdof a 
considerable fortune, which he lefl to 
his daughter, appointing his brother 
to be \^t guardian, ana the execu* 
tor of his ^will ; and if the young lady, 
who was then about eighteen, hap- 
pened to die unmarried, or, if marn- 
ed, without children, her fcrrtune was 
to 20 to her guardian and his kin. 

Notwithstending the objections of 
her other relations, the unde to6k. 
her to his house near Epping For- 
est, whence she afterweurds disap- 
peared ; and, on inquiry being maoe, 
It was proved that die went out with 
her unae one day, and that he re- 
turned vrithout her. He was, in 
consequence, token into custody ; and 
on examination, acknowledged that 
he did go out with her, and said that 
she found means to loiter behind as 
they were returning home, and there- 
fore he knew not where abiB was, or 
what was become of her. Tins ac- 
count, however, being thought im- 
probable, he was detained in custody ; 
when it was discovered that toe 
young lady had been addressed by a 
gentleman^ who^ a few days beroie 
she was missine, set out on a pretend- 
ed journey to the North, she having 
dedared that she would marry him 
on his return ; and that her uncle 
having often expressed sreat disap- 
probation of the matoh, she had fre- 
quently reproached him with un- 
kindne^s and an almae of his power. 
A woman was also produced, who 
swore, that on the day on which thev 
went out, as she was coming through 
the forest about eleven o'clock in the 
farenoon, she heard a woman say, 
"Am't kiU me, uneUl d&iCt kiU 
met* and hearing the report of • 
gun immediatelY after, she made off 
as fiuBt as possible^ but could not b6 
ess? in her Bund until she had tsld 
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what had happened. Upon thia eri- 1 impoftant period. A Chriadan ldiig» 
dence the genueman waa oondemned | of Hungary, bemg yesty aad and pen- 
andexecuted ; and, inabout ten days 
after his execotion, the ladj came 
home, and declared, that having pre- 
viously agreed to go off with the gen- 
tleman, he had riven oilt that he was 
going to the North, but that he had 
waited at a small house near the for- 
est, where horses were ready for him- 
self and her, as well as two servants 
who were also on horseback ; that as 
she walked with her uncle, he re- 
proached her for persisting in her 
resolution; and afwr much alterca- 



tion, she said, with some warmth, " / 
have set my heart upon U: if I do 
not marry him it wtU be my death I 
and don't kUl me, uncle I donH kUl 
me /" — That just as she had uttered 
these words, a man shot a wood-pi- 
geon ; and that coming near the ap- 
pointed place, she let ner uncle go 
on ; and, her suitor being ready, she 
mounted her horse and rode off to 
lodgings near Windsor, where they 
were married the same day ; and, in 
about a week, went on a journey of 
pleasure to France, whence they were 
then returned. 



DR. JOHNSCm. 

A TOUNO gentleman, to whom 
the late Dr. Jdinson waa god&ther, 
called to see him a verv uiort time 
before his death.. In the coarse of 
conversation, the doctor asked him 
what books he read; the young man 
replied, " The books, sir, whidi you 
have given me." Dr. Johnson, sum- 
moning up all his strength, and with 
a piercing eye fixed upon the youth, 
exclaim^, with the utmost energy, 
"Sam, Sam, read the Bible: all the 
books that are worth reading have 
their foundation and their merits 
there." 



siye, his brother, who was a gajr 
courtier, was desirous of knowing the 
cause of his sadness. " Oh, brother,'* 
said the king, " I have b^n a great 
sinner against God, and know not 
how to cue, or how to appear before 
Grod in judgment I" His brother, 
making a jest of it, said, '^ These ar» 
but melancholy thoughts." The 
king made no reply ; but it was th» 
custom of the country, that if the exe> 
cutioner came and sounded a trum* 
pet before any man's door, he wa» 
presently led to execution. The 
king, in the dead of night, sent the. 
executioner to sound the trumpet be- • 
fore hia brother's door ; who hearing 
it, and seeing the messenger of deat% 
sprang into the king's presence, be- 
seeching to know in what he had of- 
fended. "Alasl brother/' said the 
king, "you have never ofifended me.. 
And is the sight of my executioner 
so dreadfid, and shall not I who have 
greatly offended, fear to be brought, 
befoffe the judgment seat of Christ 1'^ 



THE JUDGMENT DAT. 

Jerome used to say, that it seemed 
to him as if the trumpet of the last 
day was always sounding in his ears, 
"^ying, *^ Anse, ye dead, and come 
tojucCment." The generality, how- 
•iwrtdbuml^butlittlieof Uwawiul aod 



ADVANTAGE OF IxaTRUCTIOir. 

At a Conductor's Meeting lately 
held in the city of Bristol, where the 
teadiefs were requested to bring a 
few of those who had been rescued 
firam a state of the greatest igno- 
rance, who were nermillied to tell Unmt 
own unvamishea tale, a woman said 
she had reason above meet to thimk 
God for adult schools. Her husband 
had been the terror of the neighbrnir*^ 
hood ; the tyrant of his femily ; a 
drunkard, a aabbath-breaker, a blas- 
phemer; an injurious person, who 
cared not for his own household; but 
spent his wages, at the ale-house— 
s^dom came nome until midnight; 
drunk, quarrelsome, destructive of all 
her domestic comforts-^he, by de- 
grees, beg^n to reform ^ came nome 
earlier, less intoxicated^ and at length 
sober. She dared not ask the cause ;• 
until he one day told her he had 
been learning to read at an adult- 
school. He could read his Bible; 
w^t m that blfiswd bo(^, he. nw thft. 
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«d]iMiflpiotiife of hk former self held 
op to reprobatbii as fit only for the 
bammg : he was determined to re- 
form; he dreaded eternal ponish- 
ment : asked her to go to a woman's 
adult school, and learn also : she did ; 
the coaid now read her Bible : it was 
their mntoal delight; that house, 
which was of late a lUtU hcU^ had 
become a Bethel. Where blasphe- 
my lately reigned, prayer and praise 
Tesoonded. Every morning and 
nigfat her three children were placed 
hand in hand between them; and 
" behold he prayed." His home, his 
duldren, bis me-side, were his de- 
Ughl. 

INTESCESS^ON. 

We are informed by a certain his- 
torian, of two brothers, one of whom, 
for capital crimes, was condemned to 
die ; but upon the appearance of the 
other, who had lost an arm in the suc- 
cessful defence of his country, on the 
presentatbn of the remaining stump, 
the judges Were so a&eiad with a 
giatefUl recollection of his past ser- 
vices, as fireely, for his sake, to par- 
don his guilty brother. 

Thus our divine Redeeme]^ ap- 
pearing " on the throne as a Lamb 
that had been slaili," Rev. v. 6, 
" with scars of honour in His flesh, 
and triumph in EQs eye&" silently 
butpowernilly reminds His heaven- 
ly Father of nis bitter sufferings, and 
tne important design of them ; even 
the eternal salvation of His people : 
nor does He thus appear in vain. 

ANECDOTE OF THE KING AT HIS 
CORONATION. 

After the anointing was over in 
the Abbey, and the crown put upon 
the king's head, with great shoutmg, 
the two archbishops came to hand 
him down from the throne to receive 
the sacrament. He told them he 
would not go to the Lord's Supper 
and partake of tbit ordinance With 
the crown upon his head; for he 
looked upon himself when appearing 
bflfoie the Eingof kiBgSi in no cih»t 



eharacttf but as a humble Christianf 
— these were his very woids. The 
bishops- replied, that, although there 
was no precedent for this, it should 
be complied with. Immediately ho 
pot off his crown and laid it aside ; 
ne then desired the same should be 
done with respect to the queen. It 
was answered that her crown was 
so pinned on her head that it could 
not easily be taken off ; to which the 
king replied, *' Well, let it be reckon- 
ed a part of her dress, and in no other 
light/' When I saw and heard this^ 
says one, it warmed my heart to him r 
and I could not help thinking there 
would be something good foond about 
him towards the Lord God of Israel. 
Among other reasons for remem- 
bering the kinff in our prayers, Mr. 
A. mentions that he was a man of 
pn^er himself ; — and adcb, " I my- 
self have heard, from good authority, 
that after a former restoration from 
that grievous malady under which ho 
now labours, the king observed to & 
bishop, with whom he was in tha 
habit of free conversation, that thero 
had not a day passed in which he 
was not enabled to lift up hia heart tp 
Gfod. 

THE ROASTING JACK. 

His Majesty riding from Windsor, 
one day in the month of July, 1779, 
yrBB overtaken by a violent storm of 
rain ; and being separated from his 
company, he made towards a form- 
house, or rather a cottage, belonging 
to a man named Stiles, near Stoke. 
Here he alighted, and going into the 
house, found a ^ turning a goose, 
which was hanging before the fire by 
a string. The king desired the girl 
to put his horse into the shed, which 
she consented to do ; at the same timo 
requesting him to mind the goose. 
While she was gone the farmer en- 
tered, and gteat was his surprise to 
see the king, whom he knew, so em- 
pkjyed. He, however, had the pr^ 
sence of mind to relieve his Majnity 
without appearing embarrassed ; and, 
on the letum of his daughter, ho 
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went to rob down the hoiae. His 
Majesty, with hit wcmted good na- 
ture^ conversed on this mode of cook- 
ery, and the advantages of a jack : 
soon after which the weather clear- 
ing up, he uMNinted and rode away. 
When he Was gone, the fanner per- 
ceived a paper on the shelf, and, hav- 
ing opened it, found in it five gui- 
neas, with these words written in 
pencil, " To buy a Jack." 

SELF-KNOWLEDGE. 

Self-Kkowledoe was consider- 
ed, even by the heathens, as so Indu- 
pensably necessary, that it was a 
motto engraved on one of their tem- 
ples, " Know thyself P* Thus they 
made the stones cry out of the wall 
to every one who entered, that, vdth- 
out this important acquisition, he 
was a vain worshipper. 

SOUND KNOWLEDGE 
HUMILIATtNO. 

Mekedemus was wont to say that 
the young boys that went to Athens, 
the first year were wise men ; the 
second, pmlosophers ; the third, ora- 
tors ; and the fourth were but plebe- 
ians, and understood nothing but 
their own ignorance. 

Is not this often the case with 
young Christians and students 1 At 
first, with a little smattering of know- 
ledge, they think themselves wise ; 
but, as they proceed to climb the 
mount of knowfc^e, they find pros- 
pects open to their view of which 
they had formed no conception ; and, 
overwhelmed, vnth the view of the 
great and mighty objects before them, 
conclude, at Uist, that they know no- 
thing as they ought to know. 

THE TWO KNIGHTS ; OR, ZEAL, TO 
BE DISCRIMINATED AND EXA- 
MINED. 

Many things must concur before 
we can be allowed to determine whe- 
ther zeal be a viitue or a vice. Those 
who are contending for the one or 
the Qtber^ w|U bp in the aitnation of 



the two knights^ who meeting on a 
cross-road, were on the point of fiffht> 
ing about the colour of a cross tnat 
was suspended between them. Chie 
insisted it was ^Id ; the other main- 
tained it was silver. The duel was 
prevented by the interference of a 
passenger who desired them to change 
their pasitions. Both crossed over 
to the opposite sides ; found the 
cross was gold on one side, and sil- 
ver on the other. Each then ac- 
knowledged his opponent to be right. 

THE HAPPT LAND. 

As a gentleman, eminent for hi* 
happy mode of introducing religious 
conversation among young people, 
was one day going, in tne stage- 
coach, to his country-house at Hamp- 
stead, he was accosted by a young 
man, who was his only companion, 
in the following terms : — " Sickness^ 
sir, is a very uncomfortable thing : 
I have been running, almost all over 
London to find out a physician to 
attend my sister, who is sick at 
Hampstead ; but I am how so fa- 
tigued that I am compelled to take 
thestage.»' «« Yes, sir," repUedthe 
gentleman, *< sickness is a very un- 
comfortable thing ; but I know a 
land in which there is no sickness !"* 
"Do you, indeed 1" rejoined the 
young man ; " pray, where is it t 
1 have travelled all round the world, 
and never heard of that land yet \" 

" One of our old Hottentots,** 
says Mr. Read, the missionary, was 
taken verjr ill the other day : when 
I visited him he said, ' This is the 
message of death ! — I will now ge 
and see the other country, where I 
have never been, but which I long 
to see I — I am weary of every thing 
here — I commit too much sin here— < 
I wish to be free from it I— I cannot 
understand things well here, and 
you cannot understand me: the 
Lord hath spoken much to me^ bat 
I cannot explain it' " 

VICISSITUDES OF LIFI. 

Tri; hiBtoiy of tbe woiid is th* 
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hiettory of human vicissitudes. The 
transition from wealth and property, 
to poverty and adversity, has been 
fi)und to be very short and sudden. 
Hence it was the custom of the Ro- 
man triumphs that a slave should be 
placed behmd the chariot, to remind 
the conqueror of the instability of 
earthly grandeur, and the infirmities 
of human nature. 

LOVE AND FEAR UNITED. 
Though it be true that love cast^ 
eth out fear, and that there is a holy 
fimiiliarity with, and confidence in 
God, yet there is a fear of reverence, 
in respect to God's perfections, ari- 
8in£ from the knowledge of his ex- 
celfency, which will continue even in 
heaven itself when guilt will be done 
away ; and, perhaps, then we shall 
have the most reverential awe of 
Qod. Hence a person of eminent 
holiness, when dying, was filled with 
£reat feare and tremblings. ' * I won- 
aer," said one to him, " that you who 
know Grod do so fear him!" To 

. which he answered, '' If I knew him 
more, I should fear him more." It is 
not, then, incompatible with holy 

' joy. It is said the churches " walk- 

' ed in the fear of God, and in the 

comfort of the Holy Ghost" Acts, 

ix. 13. There we see an union oif 

&ar and Joy I 

THE lord's NAME taken IN VAIN. 

In consequence of Bibles being 
sent on board his Majesty's ships of 
war, by the society formed for that 
purpose, Captain Cornwallis was 
very zealous to carry the laudable de- 
signs of the society into efiect. In 
oraer to prevent profiine swearing 
and the improper use of God's name 
among the smp's crew, he had a 
book to every mess, in which to in- 
sert each offender's name. For the 
first ofience he was to forfeit a day's 
grog to the mess ; for the second two 
days' : for the third not only a week, 
but to sufier corporal pumshment 

To th^ rules the captain made 
himself liable except to tne punish- 
ment. Looking over the boclLs, which 



he did every morning when at sea, 
he found his own name inserted, 
sent for the informer, and inquired 
what he had said, and who was neat 
when he used improper language on 
deck. Being tola the chaplain wa0 
at his elbow, he called for the rev« 

gentleman, asked if he recollected 
earing him say the preceding day, 
"ByG— ." He replied in the affirm- 
ative, but did not think it came 
within the meaning of the rules. 
The captain observed it was certainly 
an irreverent use of the sacred name, 
for which you should have reproved 
me, and your neglect is as bad as the 
crime. 

You shall be punished for neglect 
of duty, and he shall be rewarded 
with a guinea. This had a pleasing 
effect on the crew, who were mus- 
tered to hear their captain's confes- 
dbn, their chaplain's reproof, and, we 
trust, the reward of their brother tar. 

Would to Qod the day were come 
when all captains of ships would do 
likewise ! for the wickedness of many 
ships obviously requires such regula- 
tions. 

It is said, that the late Rev. John 
Brown, of Haddington, when pass' 
in^ the Frith at Forth, between 
Leith and the Knghom, had for a 
fellow-passenger one who appeared 
to be a Highland nobleman. Mr. 
Brovm observed, with much grief, 
that he frequently took the name of 
God in vain ; but suspecting that to 
reprove him in the^ presence of the 
other passengere might lead only to 
irritate him, he forrore saying any 
thing until he reached the opposite 
shore. After landing, Mr. Brown 
observing the nobleman walkine 
alone, stepped up to him, " Sir, I 
waa sorry to hear you swearing while 
on your passage. You know it is 
written, * Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.' " 
On this the nobleman lifting his hat 
and bowing to Mr. Brown, made the 
foUovnng reply : " Sir, I return yon 
thanks tor the reproof you have now 
given me, and simll endeavour to at- 
tend to it in future; but," added he, 



108 



R£LIOIOV«, UQtLAhi ^^1*I> 



" had you said thb to me while in 
the boat, I believe I sboold have run 
you through with my aword." 

LABOUR. 

It was a custom of the Parthians 
not to give their children any meat in 
the morning before they saw the 
sweat on their faces from some la- 
bour. "I apprehend,*' says one, 
"there is not a more miserable, as 
well as a more worthless being, than 
a young man of fortune, who has 
nothing to do but to find new ways of 
doing nothing.'' 

Indolence is injurious both to the 
body and the mind ; whereas labour 
and exercise are profitable, and con- 
ducive to health and cheerfulness. 
When Cyrus conducted Lysander, 
the &mous Lacedsmonian ffeneral, 
through his gardens, Lysander was 
struck at the charming prospect ; and 
still more on finding that the plai;i 
and order of all were arawn by Cvrus 
himself, and many of the treMjpfant- 
edwith hisownnands. "Wnatl" 
said Lysander, viewing him from 
head to foot, "is it possible, with 
^hese purple robes and splendid vest- 
ments, those strings of jewels and 
bracelets of gold, that you could play 
the gardener, and employ your royal 
hanoiB in planting trees r' "Does 
that surprise you?" said Cyrus. 
" I protest, VTiththe utmost sincerity, 
that when my health admits, I never 
sit down to table without having 
made myself sweat with some fittisue 
or other, either in military exercise, 
rural labour, of some toikome em- 
ployment, to which I apply with 
pleasure and without sparing mysel£" 
This was setting an example of in- 
dustry worthy of imitation. The 
rich and the great would find far more 
true happiness in this way, than sit- 
ting at ease or indulging in luxury. 

f knew an enthusiast, who thought 
it a temptation to work, and that it 
was his duty to pray all day : the 
consequence was, he was lefi to 
starve. 

The greatest part of mankind are 
busily employed, but, alas I it is doing 



nothing; nothing amdudve to their 
real happiness of the fflory of him 
who made them. We bbour in th9 
fire for very vanity, while we neglect 
the awful and important scenes wnich 
must open to our view. " I told you 
of one," said a minister, "who ruined 
himself by beautifying a seat which 
did not belong to him, and you won- 
dered at his foUy ; but the moral is 
better worth considering than the 
fact : for this is true of us all ; when 
we waste our substance in forming 
scenes of grandeur and pleasure upon 
this earth, we are but beautifymg 
what does not belong to us, and must 
soon be left behind. Let us labour 
therefore for that which shall not 
prove transient or inefficient Let 
us seek that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." 

SELF-LOVE. 

Men look into the ^ enchanting 
glass of their own fimcies, and ans 
vainly enamoured with the false re- 
flection of their excellencies. Sel£> 
love hinders the eight of those ira- . 
perfections which, (fiscovered, would 
lessen the liberal esteem of them- 
selves. The soul is a more obscure 
object to its eye, than the most dis- 
tant star in the heavens. Seneca 
tells of some that had a strange in- 
firmity in their eves, so that wheie- 
ever. they turned, they encountered 
the visible moving image of. them- 
selves. Of which he gives this rea- 
son : " It proceeds firom the weakness 
of the optic faculty, that for want of 
spirits derived from the brain, cannot 
penetrate through the diaphonons 
air, to see objects ; but every part of 
the air is a reflecting glass of them- 
selves.*' That whicn Be conjectured 
to be the cause of the natural infir- 
mity, is most true of the moral, the 
subject of our discourse. It is from 
the weakness of the mind that the 
judicative faculty does not discovisr 
the worth of others, but sees only a 
man's sel^ as singular in. perfections^ 
and none superior, or equal, or near 
him. A proud man wiQ take occa- 
sion from any advantage to fiiment 
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Ipode. Some fiom the pef&ctioii8 of 
the body, beftuty, or stfength ; some 
from the dicumatance of their con- 
dition, richeB, or honour ; and every 
one thinks himself suffidently fur- 
bished with understanding. 

LYING. 

Whin Denades, the orator, ad- 
dressed himself to the Athenians, 
** T call dl the gods and goddesses to 
witness," said he, "the truth of 
What I shall say;" the Athenians, 
often abused by hb impudent lies, 
presently interrupted him, by ex- 
claiming, "And we call all the gods 
and g(^desses to witness tiiat we 
will not believe you.*' 

t/ying Punished, 

One day there happened a tremen- 
dous storm of liffhtning and thunder, 
•s Archbishop Leighton was going 
firorn Glasgow to Dunblane. He was 
descried, v^ben at a distance, by two 
men of bad character. They had 
not courage to rob him ; but wishing 
to fidl on some method of extorting 
money from him, one said, '4 wifl 
tie down by the way-side as if I were 
dead, and you shall inform the arch- 
bishop that I was killed by the light- 
ning, and beg money of him to bury 

at the spot, 

him the fiibricated story. He sym- 
pathised with the survivor, gave him 
money, and proceeded on his journey. 
But when the man returned to his 
companion, he found him really life- 
less 1 Immediately he began to ex- 
claim aloud, " Oh, sir, he is dead ! 
Oh, sir, he is deadl" On this, the 
archbuhop discovering the fraud, left 
the man wiUi this important reflee- 
tbn: " It is a dangerous thins to tri- 
fle with the judgments of Goo." 



terer to the loss of both his eyes ; 
and at the same time, to evince his 
love to his son, who had committed 
that crime, he willingly submitted to 
lose one of his own eyes, and ordered, 
at the same time, one of his son's to 
be put out ! Now what adidtever 
could hope to escape, when power 
was vested in a man whom neither 
self-love, nor natural affection in ite 
greatest force,, could induce to dis- 
pense with the law, or relax the 
rigour of its sentence 1 So in Grod's 
way of saving sinners, the lanffuage 
both of the Father and the Son u 
manifestly, and most emphatically, 
"Let the law be magnified and d0 
made honourable in the sight of the 
whole univenM." 



LIBERALITY REWARDED* 
Tbe reli|ion of the Bible is ihA 
reliffion of humanity. While it 
teadies us to adore and reverence tbe 
peat Lord of the universe, it also 
inculcates compassion and attention 
to his creatures. Some, it is true, 
place all their religion in acts of chap 
rity to the poor, and imagine tUs 
wul be a sutMtitute for every thing 
else. Let us beware of running to 
the opposite extreme; and because 
we cannot merit heaven by our bene- 
ficence, therefore never display any. 



When the archbishop arrived "^"^ "i«^»v.^ *«.«. ««i,«j ...j. 

JL* Ik^ J;lk^ ™»!^u V ij The precepts and the promises rela- 

spot, the wicked wretch told! j.^^ ^^*'^^^y inthesicred volume, 

are very prominent and numerous. 
" It is more blessed to give than to 
receive ;" and few, we believe, have 
ever been the poorer, on the whole, 
for their Uberality. Tiberius the Se- 
cond was very femous for his bounty 
to the poor ; insomuch that his wife 
was wont to Mame him for it ; and 
speaking to him once how he wasted 
his treasure that way, he told her, 
" He should never want money, so 
long as, in obedience to Christ's com- 
mand, he supplied the necessities of 
the poor." soon after this, under a 
marhle table, which was taken up^ 
he found a great treasure ; and news 
was also brought him of the death of 
one Narsus, a very rich man, who 
had left his whole estate to him. 
10 



THE DITINB LAW MAGNinED. 

The story of Zeleucus, prince of 
the Locrians, is well known. To 
show his abhorrence of adultery, and 
his determination to execute the law 
he had enacted, eondenming the adul- 
Vol. 3. 
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RBUOIOITS, MOBAL, AND 



LUZUBT. 

The historian upbnidithe Roman 
laxiiry, that with so much cost and 
htfara they should send to foreign 
iMurts foe trees that were beautifUI, but 
nanen, and produced a shadow only 
Witteut fruit With greater reason 
\re may wonder, that men diould, 
Ivifth the expense of their precious 
iioan, purchase barren curiosities 
which are unprofitable to their last 
end. How can a condemned crimi- 
naL who is in suspense between lifo 
«na death, attend to study the secrets 
of nature and art, when all his 
thoughts are taken up how to prevent 
the execution of lus sentence? And 
jt is no less ttftin aprodigy of mad- 
ness that men who have but a diort 
and uncertain space allowed tibem to 
escape the wrath to come, should 
nek their brains in st#lying things 
impertinent to salvation, and neglect 
the knowledge of a Redeemer 1 

Luxury and worldly pleasures 
have not only proved iatol to indivi- 
duals, but to whole communities. 
Scaurus was celebrated for the lar^ 
theatre he built at Rome, duniig his 
edileship. This theatre would con- 
tain 30,000 spectators, was supported 
b^ 360 columns of marble, thiily- 
cight feet in height, and adorned 
with 3,000 brazen statues. But this 
splendid edifice, according to Pliny^ 
proved more fatal to the manners and 
the simplicity of the Romans than 
the proscriptions and wars of Sylla 
had done to the inhabitants of the 
city. 

The luxury of Capua destroyed 
the bravest army which Italy ever 
saw, flushed with conquest, and com- 
manded by Hannibal. The moment 
Capua was taken, the walls of Car- 
thage trembled^ They caught the 
inlwtion, and grew fond of Measure, 
which rendered them e£feminate, and 
of course an easy prey to their ene- 
mies. 

/ _____ 

BENEyOLENT MEBCHANT. 
AuGUSTiNE accounted nothing his 
own that he did not communicate to 
others. The bee stores her hive out 



of all sorts of fkvwen for the common 
benefit It is a base and unworthy 
sprit, that induces a man to make 
himself the centre of all his actions. 
The very heathen could say, that a 
man's country, and his friends, and 
others, challence a great part of Idm. 
And indeed, the but way of doing 
ourselves good, is by d<nng good to 
others; the Ust way to gather is to 
scatter. 

The story of Pyrrhus, a merchant 
of Ithica, is memorable. Espyinff at 
sea an aged capdve in a pirate s snip, 
he took compassion on him, redeemed 
him, and bouffirt his articles of mer- 
chandize which the pirates had taken 
from him, consisting of several barrels 
of pitch. The old man perceiving 
that it was not for any good service 
he could render him, nor for the sake 
of gaining his commodity, but merely 
out of bmevolence mid pity that 
Pyrrhus had done this, discovered to 
him a great mass of treasure hidden 
in the pitch, by means of which the 
merchant in a short time became im- 
mensely rich, and thus was the word 
verified to him — " He that spweth 
liberally, shall also reap liberally." 

MEEKNESS. 
*' A ME£K man," says Mr. Henry, 
" escapes many of those perplexities, 
those woes, and sorrows, ana wounds 
without cause, which he that is paa> 
sionate, provoking, and revengeful, 
brings upon his own head." An in- 
stance of this, I remember, Mr. Bax- 
ter gives in his book on Patience, to 
the following efifect: "Once as he 
was going along the streets of Lon- 
don, a h^toring rude fellow jostled 
him ; he went on his way, and took 
no notice of it; but the same man 
affronting the next person he met, in 
a similar manner, he drew his sword, 
and demanded satisftction, on wUch 
mischief ensued. The two goats 
that met upon the narrow bndge, 
were both in danger had they quar- 
relled, but they were both preserved 
by the condescension of one that lay 
down, and let the other go over him. 
It is the evil tendency of passion that 
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it turns our fiieads into enemies ; but 
It is tibe excellency of meekness that 
it converts our enemies into friends, 
which is an e£fectual way of conquer- 
ing them." 

THE IRRITATED MAGISTRATE. 

Magistrates are, in the Scrip- 
tures, designated gods ; and if such 
fae their title what ought to be their 
conduct 1 Grod hath set them in the 
chair of justice and lent them his 
name. When the rude soldiers saw 
the senators at Rome sitting grave- 
ly in their robes, they lookra upon 
them as gods ; but as soon as one of 
them becBime irritated, and showed 
his temper, they took them for men. 
Thus it will be with all magistrates : 
as long as they act with dignity, ius- 
tioe, gravity, and equity, tbey wiU be 
honoured as gods ; but if once they 
discover the fears, prejudices, and 
partialities of men, tney will grow 
into contempt even with their friends. 
Claudius was at first a just judge, 
but his wife and servants ruined his 
principles. 

THE POOR BIRD, OR THE lUVENILE 
MOURNER. 

" What occasions that melancho- 
\y look T* said I, to one of my young 
nivourites, one morning. He turned 
away his face, to hide a tear that was 
ready to start from his eye. His 
brother answered for him. — " Mo-* 
ther is very angry with him," said 
he, " because he would not say his 
prayers last night ; and he cried all 
day, because a sparrow died of which 
he was fond." The little mourner 
hastily turned round, and looking at 
me, exclaimed, " I could not sa^ thv 
vnU be done^ because of my poor bird." 
I took him by the hand, and pranting 
to his school-fellows, *' Mark this ob- 
servation," said I, '^ from the young- 
est present, only six years old ; for 
it explains the nature of prayer> of 
which perhaps some of you are igno- 
rant. Many persons repeat words, 
who never prayed in their lives. My 
llearboyi I am very glad to find you 



were afraid to say to Gkxlwhat yoa 
couU not say truly firom your heart $ 
but you may be^ c* him to give yoa 
submissioa to his will !" 



TBB MOURNER. 

HfiRACLiTus passed his time in ft 
solitary manner, and received the 
appellation of the obscure philoso- 
pher, and the mourner, firom his con- 
stant custom of weeping at the fol- 
lies, frailties, and vicissitudes of hu-^ 
man afialis. Did Christians only 
fi9el as they ought, how many maurnx 
en should we have } Alas I how i» 
God insulted, his name blasphemed, 
his commands disobeyed, and yefr 
men are but little concerned for hisk 
honour, and the promotion of his* 
gloiy in the world. 

Mourning may be excessive. 

Although nature may be allowed- 
to feel, wnen providence calls awar. 
those who are the objects of our a$^ 
fection ; yet if they die in the Lord^ 
excessive aonow for the loss we sus- 
tain is higUy discreditable to our 
principles as Christians^ who ar& 
looking forward to a blessed immor- 
tality. Chrysostom, speaking on. 
this subject, and reflecting on the> 
custom of those times, when at fune- 
ral solemnitiesi a train of mourning^ 
women attended the corpse, tearing: 
their hair and their faces, and crying; 
with all the expresoon of desperate^ 
sorrow, he thus exclaims : " Ah !. 
Christian faith, and the religion that, 
was triumphant over its enemies, in. 
so many battles and victories, by the> 
bloody death of the martyrs, how 
art thou insulted by the practice of 
those who profess thee in words I Is, 
not this to be sorrowful, as thosft 
who have no hope? Are these the> 
affections, the expressions of one that 
believes in the blessedness of immor- 
tal life 1 What will the heathen* 
say? How will they be induced t» 
believe the promises of Christ to hia 
servants, of n glorious kingdom, when, 
those who are so in tme, behaya 
themselves as if they had no steadfiul^ 
ftithmthcmr 
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BBUOI<MI% MORAL, AND 



MASnAOE. 

Amonq the andenta, when pep- 
■oub were nsyrly married they Doft a 
yoke upon their necka, or chains 
about thfidr anna, to ahow that they 
were to be on^ doeely united, and 
dmwing equally together in all the 
concema of li&. 

The finest allegorical representa- 
tion of the marriage union which I 
have met with, is that of an antique 
cem representing the marriage of 
Uupid and Psyche, in the collection 
of tne duke of Marlborough : it may 
be seen also among Baron Stock's 
gems, and casts or copies of it in va- 
rious other collections. 

Ist. Both are represented as wing- 
ed, to show the alacrity with whidi 
the husband and wife should help, 
comfort, and support each other ; pre- 
>«nting, as much as possible, the in- 
timation of a wish or want on either 
side, by fulfilling it before it can be 
eznressed. 

^. Both are veiled, to show that 
ihodesty is an inseparable attendant 
tin pure matrimonial connections. 

3d. Hymen, or marriage, goes be- 
fore them with a lighted tordi, lead- 
ing them by a chain, of which each 
has hold, to show that they are united 
together, and are bound to each other, 
and that they are led to this by the 
pure fiame of love, which at the same 
instant both enlightens and warms 
them. 

4th.' This chain is not iron or 
brass (to intimate that the marriage- 
tknion IS a state of thraldom or na- 
tery) but it is a chain of pearls ; to 
ahow that the union is precious, de- 
lightful, and beautiful. 

5th. They bold a dove, the emblem 
of conjugal fidelity, which they ap- 
pear to embrace affectionately, to 
ahow that they are fiiithfui to each 
dther, not merely through duty, but 
hy afifection, and that this fidelity 
contributes to the happiness of their 
lives. 

6th. A winged Cupid, or love, is 
represented as having ^one before 
thi9in, preparing the nuptial least ; to 



intfanate that active, affections, wsmi 
and cordial love^ are to them a con* 
tinual souree of comfort and enjoy- 
ment ; and that this is the entertain* 
ment they are to meet with at every 
stop of their affectionate lives. 

7th. Another Cupid, or genius of 
love, comes behind, and places on 
their heads a basket of ripe fruits, to 
intimate, that a matrimonial union 
of this kind will generally be blest 
with children, who shall be as pleas- 
ing to all their senses, as ripe and de> 
licious fruits are to the smell and 
taste. 

8th. The genius of love that fol- 
lows them has his vrings shrivelled 
up, or the feathers all curled, so as to 
render them utterly unfit for flight ; 
to intimate, that love is to abide with 
them, that there is to be no separa- 
tion in afiBection, but that they are to 
continue to love one another v/iitL 
pure and fervent affection : thus love 
begins and continues this sacred 
union, which death alone can dis- 
solve ; for God hath yoked them Uk 
gether. 

A finer, or more expressive set or 
emblems iias never, 1 beheve, been 
produced, even by modern refined 
taste and ingenuity. This group of 
emblematicaT figures is engraved 
upon an onyx b^ Tzyphon, an an* 
cient Grecian artist A fine draw- 
ing was made of it by Cipriani, and 
it has been engraved both by Barto- 
lozzi and Sherwin. 

The conjugal union, as it was or- 
dained of God, so it is honoured b]^ 
him, and therefore not to be despised ^ 
yet, as strangers and pilgrims here on 
earth, it becomes us not to make an 
idol of domestic happiness. The 
time will come when a separation 
must take place, and how soon is 
only known to Him who is the sove- 
reign disposer of all events. It is 
therefore well to stand resigned to 
the will of God. The Jews had a 
custom at their wedding feasts, for 
the married couple to drink out of 
the same glam together,, and then U> 
break it in pieces ; teaching them, by 
'that en^em, that whatever fc^lici^ 
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tli07 expected tOMllier, their lives, 
upon wbich it ul depended, were 
jfrail and brittle ag ghas. Np soon- 
er joined but they were warned to 
prepare for separation: so, in our 
form of matrimony, the dause, " un- 
til death do us part," is a memento to 
the same purpose. " It is as much 
my duty," says Dr. Groevenor, " to 
pray that I may be willing and able 
to part with any dearest comforts in 
life in a right manner, as to pray for 
their contmuance. We are apt to 
be most earnest for their continuance, 
as if it were a greater thing for God 
to please us, than for us to please 
Him." Happy are they who can 
say in the time of bereavement. 

And should'st thoa take tl)«m aU awar» 

Tet would I not repine ; 
Before they were possessed by me, 

The!^ wean entLra|7 thloe i 

The celebration of marriage u dif- 
ferent in different nations. In too 
many instances, however, it has been 
a scene of dissipation and licentious^ 
ness. The nuptials of Alexander 
were celebrated with unconmion 
q)Iendour; no less than nine thou- 
sand |>er8ons attended, yet with all 
the gaiety, to each of these persons 
Alexander me a golden cup to be 
offered to the gods. If a heathen, 
on such an occaoon, did not fi»i^ 
get his religion, superstitious as it 
was,' what a r^ection to professing 
Christians to make such a day aday 
of sinful festivity, instead of dedicat- 
ing themselves to God and imploring 
his blessing. 



MELANCHOLY REHOyED. 
" Const AKT riding'* 8a3rsDr.GuyBe, 
'^ the best friend to health, and has 
been experienced by many, in cir- 
cumstances of a low, gloomy, distress- 
ed and hurrying state of the snirits, 
to be of vast advantage. I have neard 
o^ and I think know the gentltsman, 
who was brought to so very low and 
melancholy a cast of min^ that he 
could not be persuaded; for many 
months together, 4iat he was cajpa- 
M» of going out of hi« room. At 



length, however, by an artful strata^ 
gem, he was told that his diioider 
was indeed incurable by any phyn-^ 
cian in En^and, but that there wa* 
one at Edinbuivh, who^ could he but. 
eet to him, would certamly cure him. 
After much difficulty, he was pr^ 
vailed upon to attempt a journey- 
thither, to have the advice of that 
physician, though he fimcied it was.- 
mipossible for him to ridiesamuch ast 
three or four miles in a day. But 
the servant that attended him wa» 
charged to drill him forwud; and.' 
accordingly, by many perBuasloD% 
he prevailed upon him to ride threer 
or four, and gradually more nules;^, 
till afler some time he could make &. 
tolerable da^'s journey. When h^ 
reached Edmburgh, he was told that 
the doctor was btely gone to* thft 
North of Scotland; and resolving- 
not to lose his labour, he went thither 
also ; but when he arrived there het^ 
found there was no such person ashe^ 
was directed to inquire after. How- 
ever, though he found not the nuuv 
he found the remedv ; for, ridine- 
about six hundred mfles thither, anS^ 
as many back again, he became ast 
well and comlbrteble as. ever he hadi 
been in his life before. 



THE HAPPT MEETINO- OF FA'SHEBt 
AND 80N. 

In all the restless ardour of ap- 
proaching manhoodi impatient of re-> 
straint, a son, at the time when his» 
father was in the high noon of life^ 
left the paternal house, and went to^ 
seek in foreign dimes the liberty an(t 
happiness which his heated imagina>> 
tion had paintedl Tbssed from on&> 
country to another, he wasdetainedH 
&r beyond his intended peribd. In 
one of the unforeseen revolutions o£r 
the changing world', the &ther also^ 
was driven mto foreign parts ; and,, 
by an unseen hand, die course oT 
both was so directed, that the parents 
and his son met together in an oh*^ 
scure village in Itafy. They knew 
not each other. The young^mani 
had lost the virgin bloom of youtht. 
with which he quitted his ftther*!! 
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how«, and hanng ripenedt into full 
BMahood, diflooveied the gtioDgnr 
Uhm of ezpnaaum, which had beca 
heightened by the inflnence of the 
weather and the vidwitudes of his 
condition. The &ther having turn- 
ed the brow of the hiU of Hfe, and 
meeting with unexpected leveraea in 
his declining years, soon began to 
bear the deep rarrows and the hoary 
haira of age. Thus, mutually alter- 
ed, and separated for many yearS| 
which had been crot^ded with various 
scenes, there remained but little that 
could discover their near relation. 
Yet when the aged man entered the 
son's house, he involuntarily rose, 
and showed a more than ordinary 
lepect toaperson in whom he saw so 
much to venerate; whikt the &ther 
felt a new and peculiar pleasure in 
Kc^ving the attention ot so agree- 
able a stranger. . They spake^ and 
^ey readiljr replied, for the sake of 
hearing again the sound of each oth- 
er's voice. The fether's boweb 
yearned, the son's heart spake, and 
their Ups could not ' keep silence. 
" Are you a native of Italy P' said the 
lather. " No, sb," the son replied ; 
** I percdve you also are a foreigner." 
This led on to further questions, and 
these produced more interesting in- 
formatum, till at leneth, hearing his 
own name mentioned, the son cried 
out, " My fiUher !" — " My son ! my 
■on I" exclaimed the parent, and fell 
en his neck and embrac^ him. 
What a tender and affecting scene 
was this 1 Who that had been pre- 
sent, but must have been dissolved 
into tears 1 But while we are affect- 
ed vnih such a relation as this, can 
we forget Ilim, who after all our 
transgressions and wanderings, still 
recognises us as his children, ready 
to forgive all our follies ; and to re- 
ceive us into his armsl Blessed 
God, may thy compassion bind my 
heart to thee that 1 may wander no 
morel 

TH^ RICH MAN CONFODNDSD. 
To be enabled to ^propriate the 
8ayiattr aa our wisdom, nghteousr 



sanctificataoD, and redemptions 
is of all enjoyments the greatest^ 
The possession of wealth, talents^ 
power, and fiune, all sink to nothing, 
when compared with this. Tb» 
poorest, the most obscure, thereforoi 
with this, is infinitely more happr 
than the most elevatea without it A 
gentleman one day lock an acquainU 
atace of hb upon the leads of hia 
house to show him the extent of hift 
possession : — ^waving his hand about,, 
" There," says he, "that is my e»- 
tate." Then pointme to a great dis« 
tance on one side — "Do you see that 
fiiimr' "Yes." «WeU that is 
mine." Pdmting again to the other 
side— "Do you see that house 1" 
« Yes." « That also belongs to rte.'* 
"Then," said hb friend, "do yoa 
see that little village out yonder 1" 
"Yes." " WeM, there lives a poor 
woman in that village, who can sa;f 
more than all thb." "Aye ! whak 
can she say 7*' " Why^ she can say» 
' Christ b mine.'" HeVwkedcon^ 
founded, and said no more. 

THE MILKWOMAN, OR UNJUST 
GAIN. 

A CERTAIN person, who came to 
be a captain, or master of a vessel at 
sea, had two hundred pounds in gold„ 
wluchho kept in a purse, that h» 
was every now and then opening t» 
look upon and count, after which 
he would by it every night under hb 
piUow, when he went to bed, for safe- 
ty. A monkey that was in the ship, 
seeing this, took an opportunity, 
when the master was absent, to Uft 
up the pillow, and take the purse, 
with which he ran up to the top of 
the mast. When there^ he opened 
the purse, took out piece by piece^ 
tununff them about, looking at thenv 
then threw them down into the wa> 
ter, pleasing himself by the imita- 
tion. At length the captain spied 
him, and, of course, was much con-^ 
cemed i but what to do he knew 
not : if he should shoot the creature, 
the purse would fidl with him into 
the sea j or if he should vend up any 
hastily to fright him^ fk would be s» 
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too. He therefore got a penon to go 
tip gently round ab<mt the ropes, and 
men he came within nach, without 
diaturbing the creature, he caught 
hold of the puraeHBtrings, and brought 
it tb the owner, who on counting it, 
£>und one half the sum was gone. 
On this he mustered the crew toge- 
ther, and thus addressed them: ^ My 
mates and fellow seamen," said he, 
"vou see what has befallen me. 
My mother was a milk-woman in 
Xjdiidon, and I observed when I was 
ft boy, how she was wont, when she 
came home with her nail, to put wa- 
ter into it, and by that means she 
saved these two hundred pounds, and 
me them me ; and now one of 
them, or thereabouts, is thrown into 
the sea. Mark the just and right- 
eous dealing of God to her son ; 
that which was water is gone to the 
water, and th^ which was pure gain 
(adj remains." 

THE MAUSOLEUM. 
^ When Mausolus, a king of Caria, 
died, his wife was so disconsdate that 
she drank up his ashes, and erected 
one of the^grandest and noblest 
monuments of antiquity to perpetu- 
ate his memory. The fiunous mo- 
nument, which passed for one of the 
seven wonders of the world, was 
called Mauaoteumf and from it {dl 
other magnificent sepulchres and 
tombs have received the same name. 
The expenses of the edifice were 
iomiense, and when Anaxagoras the 
philosopher saw it, he exclaimed, 
'*How much money changed into 
stones !" But thus we may say of 
many persons, that they part with 
what is valuable for that which is 
comparatively of no value. They 
sain, indeed, a iK>rtion of this world, 
but in the pursuit neglect to seek a 
portion of me next. 

A SOUND MIND A RARE THING. 

A PERyECTLT just sudsouud mind 
is a mre and invaluable gift. It is 
given but to lisw, and a .very small 
number of those few escape the btaa 
of 89DM pndU^on» pmapa oocar 



sionatty operating, and none are at 
all times perfecUv firee. **^I once 
saw," says Mr. Cecil, " this sutject 
forcibly illustrated. A watchmaker 
UAi me, that a sentleman had put ao 
exquisite watch into his hands, that 
went irregularlv. It was as perfect 
a piece of work as was ever made. 
He took it to pieces and put it to- 
gether again twenty times. No man- 
ner of defect was to be discovered, 
and yet the watch went intolerably. 
At last it struck him, that possibly 
the balance-whe^ might have been 
near a magnet. On applyinj^ a nee- 
dle to it, he found his suspicion true.. 
The steel-work in the other parts of 
the watch had a perpetual influence 
on its motions, and the watch went 
as well as possible with a new wheeL** 
If the soundest mind be magnetized 
by any predilection, it must act irre- 
gularly. 

THE BONISTER CONVERTED BT GO- 
ING TO THE FAIR. 

Various are the ways in which 
God is pleased to brinjg his people to 
the knowledge of hunself. Some- 
times it n by stated ordinances, and 
sometimes by means apparently in^ 
significant. "A scrap of paper," 
says Fhivel, "coming to view, has 
been used as an occasion of conver- 
sion." This was the case of a minis- 
ter in Wales, who had two livings, 
and cared little for either. Being at 
a feir, he bought something at a ped^ 
lar's standing, who rent off a leaf of 
Mr. Perking Cateclusm to wrap it 
in, and readmg a line or two in it, it 
proved the means of his conversion,^ 

MOTHERS CAN DO GREAT THINGS. 

A CLEROTMAN, now fulfilling the 
duties of his office punctually, ar- 
dently, and faitiifiilly, was asked« 
when examined by the bishop's chap^ 
hdn, whetiier he tiad made divinity 
his study? He replied he had not 
particularly ; *' buV' said he, "my 
mother tauffht m^ the Scripture.^^ 
"Ah!" said tho chaplain, "mothem 
can ^ great thiuffs !" The young 
jomk WM ezamjuii^ "mih lespM^ ta 
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the extent of his knowledge, was mp- 
proved, ordained, and appointed to 
preach before the bbh(^. 

Mothers may perceive how neces- 
lary and useful are their pious in- 
structions, and be encouraged, whUe 
their husbands are busily engaged in 
providing for their fiLmiues the meat 
tiut perisheth, to be dilij^ent in bring- 
ing up their ollipring m the know- 
kc^ of the Scriptures, as the mother 
of Timothy did. This anecdote may 
also lead reflecting parents to con- 
aider what ought to be the education 
of their daughters that they may be- 
come such mothers ; for on the edu- 
cation of daughters depends the fu- 
ture welfare, not only of fiimilies, but 
of our country. 

The excellent mother alluded to in 
the above anecdote, wrote as Mows 
to another of her sons, on hearing of 
the birth of his eldest child :— " Give 
him an education that his life may 
be useful; teach him religion, that 
his death may be happy !" 

MISSIONARY ANECDOTES. 

A LETTER from the Rev. G. R. 
Nylander, the missionary who is plar 
oed among the Bnlloms, dated July 
4th, 1814, will throw some light on 
the degrading nature of the African 
superstitions. " How great the ig- 
norance and superstitions of the Biu- 
loms are," says he, " struck me very 
much, when I saw a crowd of peo- 
ple assembled, offering sacrifioes to a 
cannon-ball and three decanter stop- 
pers, recommending themselves and 
their children to the fiivour of that 
evil spirit of whom the ball and stop- 
pers were the representatives. They 
say, like the Roman Catholics of 
their pictures, that when they address 
the ball and jg^lass stoppers, they 
speak not to them, but to the devil 
that lives in the bush (woods.) 

" They sometimes pray to God, as 
they say; but even tliat is done 
with superstition. I saw an old nuui 
at prayers, solemnly kneeling down, 
before his house, with a brass pan 
before him wherein he had laid -some 
pieces of ^Id, two ranui' homs^ « 



piece of iron, and two swords. He 
said he had been prayin^^ to God; 
and as God did not require any sa- 
crifices of him, he laid those things 
down -before God, and asked him ta 
bless him and all his people. 

"We have lately been making a 
monthly subscription for the relief of 
the poor starving natives hereabouts, 
Tat Agra,) whose case is indeed very 
aeploraUe on account of the great 
scarcity of grain; many have died 
finr hunger m the streets of Agra. 
We dajfy find here and there one 
starved to death. We were coming 
home one evening lately, through th& 
wheat bazaar, and in the midst of the 
sellers of wheat and other grain, lay. 
a poor man who had just breathed 
his last among the heaps of the grain. 
He had picked up a few huiE^ of 
peas and grain, which it appeared he 
nad been attempting to eat, but was 
too for gone. Not a single man in. 
the bazaar would give this poor crea- 
ture one handful of wheat to save his 
life! 

" This is not the only instance ol 
the hardness of heart of this people ;. 
they have no more feeUng for the, 
poor than if they were aogs. They 
show no mercy nor pity. * Our plan 
for a subscription was begun at one 
of our prayer meeting. We collect-- 
ed, by way of donation, about sixty 
rupees. The Rev. Mr. Corrie has 
since obtained a subscription to a. 
considerable amount, whkn he serves 
out to the poor every moroinff." 

An old Chinese went one day to a 
missionary who was in the village, to 
represent to him the extreme oeaire- 
he had of building a church there. 
" Your zeal is laudable," said the mis* 
sionary to him, " but we have not 
now the means of defraying so great 
an expense." " I aspire to do it my- 
self," replied the villager. The mis- 
sionary, , accustomed to see him for 
many years, lead a very poor lifej be- 
Ueved him not to be in a situation to 
accomplish what he proposed. He 
again praised his good intentions, 
renresenting to him the extent of the 
viUiige, consequently the large sm ot 
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• tnitable buUdiiig, and his inoompfr- 
tencv to 90 sreai a work. " Excuse 
me," leplied he ; " I believe myself 
aUe to do what I pn^xwe." . " But do 
yqu know," said the missionary, 
" that two thousand crowns, at least, 
are necessary for such an undertar 
kingl" "I have them all ready," 
returned he; "and if I had not, I 
should not thus have importuned 
you." The missionary was much 
charmed at learning that this good 
man, whom he ha^ thought very 
poor, was possessed of so much, and 
that he wished to employ it so useful- 
ly; nor was he less surprised when 
having the curiosity to ask him how 
he haid been able to procure this sum, 
he ingenuously answered, "that for 
forty years, since he had conceived 
this design, he had retrenched from 
his food and clothes all that was not 
absolutely necessary, that he mi^ht 
have the consolation, before he died, 
of leaving in his village a. house erect- 
ed to the honour otthe true God." 
Is not this a hint to many British 
Christians? How many are there 
how sittii^ imder the sound of the 
gospel, and enjoyinjg its dorious pri- 
vileges, to whom some obscure town 
or dark village gave birth, but to 
which they have never once thought 
of sending the glad tidings of salvar 
tion 1 Let them, if possible, emulate 
the examine of this inhabitant of 
China. 

Mr. Carey, jun. riding out one af- 
ternoon to visit his patients, and pass- 
ing by the place of public execution, 
fMiw two men suffering the punish- 
ment of crucifixion. At that time 
they had not long been nailed up. 
After Mr. C. had continued a spec- 
tator about half an hour, an oraer, 
procured by a Ceylon poengee, arri- 
▼ed for the release of one of them, 
who was immediately taken down. 
Mov^ by the sufferings and cries of 
the other, (k youns man,) and under- 
standing that he nad committed no 
great offence, Mr. C. determined to 
use his interest with the viceroy in 
lus behalf; and was so happy, after 
mopb entieal^, f|0 to soooeed. Th« I 



poor sufferer, after enduring his tor^ 
tore about six hours, was at length 
unspiked, tak^ down, and brought 
home to the mission-house. H^w 
forcibly did the wounds of his hands 
and feet romind me of Him, " who 
suffered, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God !" Mr. C^ 
dreas^ his wounds, and hopes soonr 
to effect a cure. Oh, that this great 
detiverance from an untimely death, 
may lead to the greater deliverance of 
his soul from spiritual death ! 

The frame us^ for the infliction 
of this punishment is thus construct- 
ed : A board is placed on the ground, 
upon which the criminal stands, and 
to which his feet are nailed.. Ano- 
ther board is placed at a proper 
height, for his head and shouldeis to 
rest against ; to which his hands, be^ 
ing extended, are nailed also. Other" 
bcMids are fixed upright at the back ; 
to which, in various parts, the body 
is made fast with ropes. The frame, 
which is of considerable extent, and 
always kept standing, is also used fop 
infilling other kinds of torture yeli 
mora terrible. Mevciful Saviour! 
hasten thy visit to this ipait of the 
earth, so full: of the habitations of 
cruelty ! 

The cross, as an engine of torture, 
was what various eastern nations 
used in putting such criminals to 
death as they thought were deserving 
of this dishonourable punishment;, 
and particularly those against whom 
they meant to express their resent- 
ment, or on whom they poured mor» 
than ordinary contempt. It was long 
in use among the Romans, but was 
erapbyed in putting to death only 
ancn of their male&ctors as were 
slaves. It was laid aside when 
Christianity became the established 
religion of the empire, out of respect 
to Christ, who ^ed upon the cross.. 
Nay, that instrument of punishment, 
was afterwards superstitiously revered, 
by the Christians; a figure of it waa 
interwoven in their burners of war, 
and was carried with pride in the vui 
of their hostile legions, as a pledge of 
conqnent an^ tgwunph. Ill the days 
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M>f Christ, the death of the cross was 
considered as the most disgraceful 
that could be inflicted. To this death 
he was condenuuidby the sentence of 
Pilate, who was constrained to this 
«ct of injustice by the clamorous en- 
treaties of the Jews ; and, from the 
manner in which it was inflicted, it 
must have been shamefiil, lingering, 
and painfid. After the criminal was 
scourged, his body was stretched na- 
ked on the cross, fixed to it with iron 
pins, by the hands and feet, (the 
most nervous part of the bod^, con- 
sequently, the most suscei)tible of 
pam,) the cross was then raised im, 
nxed in the ground, and the boaj^ 
kept hanging on it till life had expi- 
Ted. Though, for the most part, the 
Romans were so compassionate as to 
strangle the criminals before they 
were transfixed on the cross, to short- 
en the agonies of dying, no such 
lenity was shown to Him who was 
cruc&ed the King of the Jews. This 
kind of death which Christ suffered, 
from the view now given of it, the 
manner in which the Romans inflict- 
ed it, must have been in the extreme 
paL&ful and ignominious. But Christ 
endured the cross, desj^ising the 
shame, a phrase descriptive of the 

Eatience and meekness with which 
e endured his suffering, and of holy 
contempt of all the reproaches cast 
upon hun in his last moments. 

Mr. Thom and others, visited a 
missionary settlement in- Africa, and, 
early one morning, they conversed 
with three women, by an interpreter, 
on religious subjects. While they 
were speaking, another woman, from 
a hut near them, came behind, and 
listened with tears. She was dressed 
in sheep-skins, and held her young 
child in her arms. We asked her 
what made her weepi She replied, 
" I weep because I am such an un- 
worthy creature; you have come 
from a far country to see us, but I 
hope to be saved by Jesus Christ" 
Her attitude, laofluage^ and tears, af* 
feoted us alL IVlr. T. thus pro- 
ceeds. — 

f^Whon 119 IMiEfld a Naiqaqua 



woman to what country she belbBg' 
ed| she said, '^I belong to Chrises 
country. It was the Saviour who 
brought foe here to be instructed. 
I wish him to have more of my heart.'' 
She desired us to present her i^eC" 
tionate remembrance to all the Chris- 
tian people of Britain. Now appear* 
ed to me the beauty of the following 
passage : " Ethiopia shall stretch out 
ner hands unto God." As a Chris- 
tian, I felt my heart one with theirs, 
and valued tliat communion of spirit 
which Imows no distinction of colour, 
education, or country; and, as a 
Christian minister, ^I felt pity and 
love for immortal souls, and a more 
vigorous desire to spend my life in 
whatever way Qod shall see fit. 

7%« MtsHonary Money-box, 

A few weeks since, a trading ves- 
sel, laden with com, from Cardigan, 
in Wales, was taken in the Chan- 
nel by an American privateer. When 
the captain went into the cabin to 
survey his prize, he espied a little 
box, with a nde in the top, similar to 
that which tradesmen have in their 
counters, through which they drop 
their money ; and at the sight of it 
he seemed a little surprised, and said 
to the Welch captain, "What is 
this 1" pointing to the box with his 
stick. *' Oh,*' said the honest Cam- 
brian, " 'tis all over now.'»-« What 1" 
asked the American. "Why the 
truth is," replied the Welch captain, 
" that I and my poor fellows have 
been accost(»ned every Monday to 
drop a penny each into that box, for 
the purpose of sending out missiona- 
ries to preach the gospel to the heor^ 
then^ but it is all over now !" " Ah I" 
said the American, "that is very 
good ;" and after pausing a few nu- 
nutes, he said, "Captain, FU not 
hurt a hair of your head, nor touch 
your vessel." The pious Welchman 
was accordingly allowed to pursue 
his voyage unmolested. 

When Mr. Giles HoUoway was 
leaving Tamanvli^ and settJiiiig his 
accounts witb the natives, he exuMk 
tulated with a battaman, who aad 
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been dilatory in his payments. " I 
would," «ays the man, " have been 
here flooner, but my pangvlu (supe^ 
rioi officer) was detected with my 
wife. lie was condemned, and 1 
staid to eat my share of him ; the 
ceremony took us up three days, and 
it was oiily last lashi that we finish- 
ed him." Mr. Muler was present at 
this conversation, and the man spoke 
with perfect seriousness. A native 
of the Island, of Nias, who had stab- 
bed a battaman in a fit of frenzy at 
JSattangtara river, near Tappanuli 
Bay, and endeavoured to make his 
escape, was, upon the alarm being 
given, seized at six in the morning, 
and before eleven, without any judi- 
cial process, was tied to a stake, cut 
in pieces with the utmost eagerness, 
while, yet alive, and eaten upon the 
spot, partly broiled, but mostly raw. 
His head was buried under that of 
the man whom he had murdered. 
This happened in Dec. 1780, when 
Mr. William Smith had charge of 
the settlement A raja was fined 
by^ Mr. Bradley for having caused a 
prisoner to be eaten too close to the 
company's settlement ; (and it should 
have been remarked, that these feasts 
are never suffered to take place with- 
insidb of their ovm kamponga.) Mr. 
Alexander Hall made a chaise in his 
public accounts ofa sum paid to Araja^ 
as an inducement to him to spare a 
man whom he had been preparing for 
a victim : and it is, in fact, this com- 
mendable di»ix>uragement of the prac- 
tice by our government, that occa- 
sions It being so rare a sightto Euro- 
peans, in a country where there are 
no travellers for curiosity, and where 
the servants of the company, having 
appearances to maintain, cannot, by 
their presence as idle spectators, spye. 
a sanction to proceedings which it is 
their duty to discourage, alUiough 
their influence is not sufficient to 
prevent them. 

The Scripture account of the ex- 
treme heat of the dimate of NineVeh, 
is well illustrated in the ingenious 
Mr. Campbell's Travels overland to 
3b3(ya, p. 130. 



It was early in the evening, when 
the pointed turrets of the citv of Mo- 
sul opened on our view, ana commu- 
nicated no very unpleasant sensations 
to my heart. I found myself on 
Scripture ground, and could iaot help 
feeling some portion of the pride of 
the traveller, when I reflected that I 
was now within sight of Nineveh, 
renowned in Holy Writ The city 
is seated in a very barren, sandy 
plain, on the banks of the river Ti- 
^ps. The external view of the town 
IS much in its favour, being encom- 
passed with walls of solid stones, 
over which the steeples, or minarets 
of other lofty buildings, are seen with 
increased effect Here I first saw a 
caravan encamped, halting on its 
march from the Gulf of Peraia to 
Armenia; and it certainly made a 
most noble appearance, filling the eye 
with a multitude of grand objects, all 
uniting to form one magnificent 
whole. But though the outside be 
so beautiful, the inside is most detes- 
table. The heat is so intense, that, 
in the middle of the day there is no 
stirring out ; and even at night, the 
walls of the houses are so heated by 
the days sun, as to produce a disa- 
greeable heat to the IxKiy, at a foot, or 
even a yard distance from them.' 
However, I entered it with spirits, 
because I considered it as the last 
stage of the worst of my pilgrimage ; 
but, alas ! I was diuppomted in my 
expectation, for the Tigris was dried 
up by the intensity of the heat and an 
unusually long drought, and I v«ras 
obliged to take the matter with a pa- 
tient shrug, and accommodate my 
mind with a journey on horseback, 
which, thouffh not so long as that 
I had alreaify made^ was likely to be 
equally dangerous ; and which there- 
fore demancfed a fbll exertion of for^ 
titude and resolution. 

"It wss still the hot season of the 
year, and we were to travel through 
that country, over which the homd 
wind I have before mentioned sweeps 
its consuming blasts. It is called by 
the Turks aamiel^ is mentioned by. 
holy Job, nnder the name of the east 
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^vindl, and eztendfl iU favages all the 
way from the extreme end of the 
Gulf of Cambaya up- to MoauL It 
carries alone with it flakes of fire like 
threads of suk ; instantly strikes dead 
those that breathe it, and consumes 
them inwardly to ashes, the flesh soon 
beoominff Uack as a coal, and dtop- 
ping off Uie bones. Philosophers con- 
sider it a kind of electric fire, pro- 
ceeding from the aulpbureous or ni- 
treous exhalations, which are kindled 
by the agitations of the winds. The 
only possible means of escape finm 
its £Eital effects is to M flat on the 
mund, and thereby^ prevent the 
cbawing it in : to do uus, however, it 
is necessary first to see it, which is 
not always practicable. 

*' The ordinary heat of the cUmate 
b extremely dangerous to the blood 
and lun^ and even to the skin, 
which bhstersand peels from the flesh, 
nStcting the eyes so much that tra- 
vellers are obl^ed to wear a tnms- 
parent covering over thein to keep 
off the heat" 

A West Indian planter being snr- 
prised to see some of his produce in 
aajfety, which might have been stolen 
with impunity, asked a ne^ro watch- 
man, " Uow is it that this has not 
been stolen, seeing you are aH 
thieves ?" He was answered, ** No^ 
mawa ; the negura wfio go to wray- 
ers never teeveP^ This simple re- 
ply so affected the planter, who had 
been much prejudiced against the 
metliodists, that he immediately sent 
for Mr. Baxter, the missionary at 
Antigua, to instruct the slaves on his 
estate. 

A few years since an act was passed 
by the legislature of Jami^ca, probilnt- 
ing the missionaries from instructing 
the Negro slaves, and receiving them 
into their houses or chapels. Ac- 
cordingly, they dare not sufier any 
slave to attend their places of wor- 
ship. Frequently, however, while 
of free condition entered to 
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hear preaching, the slaves crowded 
ohout the doorsj which the act forbad 
them to enter, with looks of the most 
expressive sorrow, and words of the , 



most penetrating eloquence,— " Mam- 
sa, me no go to neaven now. — White 
men keep black men from serving 
God.—Buick man got no soul. — No- 
body teach black man now." If 
ever the words of Sterne had a mean- 
ing, '* I heard his chains, and the 
irop entered into my souV' it must 
have been on such an occasbn as 
this. 

Some people have had doubts re- 
specting the dejyth and soundness of 
Christian experience among the ne- 
groes. Allow me to ftimish a single 
instance from a multitude which 
miffht be recited. Soon after Mr. 
Qilbert began to preach, one Judy 
Athol went to hear him, " because," 
as she expressed herself "oderne- 
gurs ^. De word reach my heart" 
She instantly parted with all her 

^'ewels^ bracelets, fine muslins, and 
ace, and never desired them again. 
She entertained the preachers many 

Sears at her house, and truly adorned 
er Christian profession. Such was 
the confidence reposed in her, on 
account of her exemplary character, 
that Mn. A., upon wnose estate she 
lived, requestea her to become her 
housekeeper. But Judy declined 
the offer, alleging as a reason, that 
she could not ttien entertain her 
preachers, nor attend so constantly 
the means of grace. " After I had 
been some time on the island, Judy 
was taken ill. When her last mo- 
mehte were at hand, she despatohed 
a messenger for me, wkh a request 
that I would visit her in her affliction. 
I gladly -consented ; thinkingit a &> 
vourable opportunity of ascertaining 
the real state of Judy's mind, and 
the nature of her fritnre prospecto. 
Beinff introduced to the dying saint, 
•I said, ' Now, Judy, you have often 
told us how good your dear master 
Jesus has been to you. You were 
then in good health, but now you are 
dving, bow is it with you now'P 
Fausmg a few minutes^ she replied, 
* O MsSsa I my Massa Jesus always 
been good since I knew him: but 
now I d^ing, it all glory, elory.' In 
such a triumph died Judy Atibioir' 
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At Bakapuram, in Ae NcMtheni 
Cifcara, acnikl, only ei^ht years okl, 
who had been educated in (Jhristian- 
ity, wai ridiculed on account of his 
migion, by aoroe heathens older than 
huMcIf. In replv he repeated what 
lie had been taught lespectb^ God. 
"Show us your God," said the 
heathens. *'I cannot do thi^" an- 
•weied the child, " but I can show 
yottfv to you." Taking, up a stone, 
and daubing it with some resem- 
blance of a human fiice, he placed it 
tery gravely upon the ground, and 
nush^ it towards them with his 
foot — "There/' says he, "is such a 
God as you worship." But to whom 
will you liken me ; or what likeness 
will ve compare unto me, saith the 
Lard? I am Jehovah, fmd besides 
Bie there is no G^. — A just God, 
and yet a Saviour ! 

Kristno, a converted EKndoo^ made 
the following observation in a con- 
versation he had with some others, 
and which is a fine illustration of 
Epheaians, ch. ii. ver. 18—32. " The 
lundoos," said he, " when they have 
built a new housa consider it uncJean 
and untenantable till they have per- 
formed an ofifering, and then they 
take up their abode in it So GK)d ; 
he does not dwell in earthly temples, 
however magnificent; his residence 
is in the heart But how shall he 
dwell with man 1 The sacrifice of 
Christ miMt be offered: then the 
house, the heart, in which this sacri- 
fice is received, becomes the habita- 
tion of God through the spirit." Ex- 
cellent divinity ! How truly wise are 
those whom Uod teaches ! 

A ship in distress, somewhere near 
the Swin, was descried by some 
tishermen, who immediately went to 
asnst and relieve the' crew, whom 
tiiey took on board thdr smack. On 
her going down (for she sunk,) one 
of her crew jump«I on board, and 
rushed into the cabin, at the nsk of 
his life, to fetch something he had 
forgotten ; but great was their sur- 
pruie when they found this precious 
treasure a bible! 

A missMnaxy being once in com- 
VoL. 2. fl 



pany with some baptised Greentend- 
ers, expressed his wonder how they 
oonki formeily lead such a senseless 
iiie, void of all reflectbn. Upon this 
one of them answered as follows :--» 
" It is true we were ignorant hea^ 
ens, and knew nothing of a God oi 
a Saviour ; and indeed who diould 
tell us of hiffl till jou camel But 
thou must not imagine that no Green- 
hinder thinks about these thines. I 
myself have often thought a xaiah 
(a canoe or boat,) with all its tacUs 
and implements, does not grow into 
existence of itself but must be made 
by the labour and ingenuity of man ; 
and one that does not understand it 
would directly spoil it. Now the 
meanest bird nas for more skill di»> 
played in its structure than the bait 
kajaAi ^nd no man can make a binL 
But there is still for greater art shown 
in the formation of a man, than of 
any other cr^ture. Who was it 
that made him ? I bethought me he 
I proceeded from his parents, and they 
I hom their parents ; but ^me mmrt 
have been first parents : whence dUl 
they comel Common report in- 
forms me they grew out of the earth. 
But if so, why does it not still hap» 
pen that men grew out of the earth ? 
And from whence did this same 
earth itself, the sea, the sun, the 
moon, and stars, arise into existence 1 
Certainly there must be some Being 
who made all these things ; a Being 
that always was, and can never cease 
to be. He must be inexpressibly 
mora mighty, knowing, and wise, 
than the wisest man. He must be 
very good too ; for every thing that is 
made is good, useful, and necessaiy 
for us. Ah ! did I but know him, 
how would I love him, and honour 
him ! But who has seen him ?— 
who has conversed with him 1 None 
of us poor men. Yet there may be 
men too, who know something of 
him. Oh I could I but speak with 
them ! Therefore," said he, " as soon 
as ever I heard you speak of this 
great Being, I believed it directly 
with all my heart, because I had so 
long desired to hear it" 
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This testmumy wss oonfirmed by 
\hb others, with mora or less attendant 
eiwumstanoes. As, for instance, they 
miperadded, " A man is made quite 
differant from the beasts. The brutes 
have no understanding^, but thev 
■erve for food to each other, and all 
fiir the use of man. But man has 
wi intdligent soul, is subject to no 
creature in the world { and yet roan 
Is afraid of the future states There 
must be a Great Spirit that has the 
dominion oter us. Oh 1 did we but 
know himl Oh I had we but hira 
for oar fiiend !" 

The first preachers of Christian- 
ity were itinerants. And it must be 
owned, that however useful settled 
paston may be, that itinerating, when 
undertaken bv proper characters, is a 
most effectual way of spreading the 
gospel. Some who have been more 
attached to philosophy than religion, 
liave greatly opposed it ; but they 
ftirget that their great master, So^ 
crates, set an example of itinerant 
teaching ; for he had no particular 
tolace where to deliver his lectures \ 
but as the good of his countrymen, 
Bnd the reformation of their corrupt- 
ed monds, and not the aggregation 
of riches, were the objects of his 
study, he was present every where, 
and drew the attention of his audi- 
tors, either in the groves of Acade- 
mtts, the Lyceum, or on the banks of 
liissus. Thus, too, did a greater than 
Socrates go about doing good. He 
taught the most sublime truths, in- 
culcated the most suitable precepts ; 
and delivered the most important in- 
structions wherever he went. To 
1dm all places were alike ; on. the sea 
or on the land ; in the house of 
2accheus, or the family of Lazarus; 
in the splendid temple, or the hum- 
ble cottage ; in the crowded assem- 
bly, ot among the select few, his ob- 
ject was the same— 4;he gWy of Grod, 
and the happiness of man. ^'Blessed 
Saviour ! may thy gospel be freely 
preached unto all nations | and the 
Knowledge of thy truth be diffused 
throughout the universe ! Amen." 
Mr. Melville Home^ in his ser* 



mon before the Society fiir Missionf 

to Allien and the East, thus appHe« 

the text, Luke xi. 37. Meditation 

on the wonders of the cross, familiar^ 

ized and wrought by the Holy Spirit 

into the temper of our minds, would 

spread the spirit of mission fiir and 

wide among the clergy and laity. 

Our very women would cateh the 

sacred fire, and glory in the welfare 

of the cross. — Christian matrons ! 

from whose endeared and endearing 

lips we first heard of the wondrous 

babe of Bethlehem, and were taught 

to bend our knee to Jesus ; — ye who 

first teught these eagles how to soar, 

will ye now check their flight in the 

midst of heaven 7 " I am weary," 

said the ambitious Cornelia, " of be» 

ing called Sdpio's daughter. Do 

something, my sons, to style me the 

mother of the Gracchi I" And what 

more laudable can inspire you, than 

to be the mother of the missionaries, 

confessors, and martyrs of Jesus ? — 

G^ieretions yet unborn shall call 

you blessed. The churches of Asia 

and Africa, when they make grateful 

mention of their foundere, mil say, 

"Blessed be the womb which bare 

them, and the breaste which they 

have sudded V' 

Immolation oriikt Funeral PUe,-^ 
Extracted from a Letter from 
Mr. More, dated DigaL Septemr 
her 13, 1813. 

*' Yesterday, about half-past eleven, 
immediately after our morning w6>^ 
ship, a native came to inform me, 
that a woman was burning with her 
husband in a garden nearly adjoming 
oura. Lieutenant P. and myself in- 
stantly ranoff to the place, which was 
about a hundred and fifty yards from 
our native school-room, and about 
the same distance from the officer's 
residence who at present commands 
the station. By the time we arrived, 
the bodies were nearly consumed. 
Lieutenant Gilmore anerwanls in- 
formed Lieutenant P. that himself 
and Dr. Thornton were spectaton 
of the horrid scene. The persons 
who superintended the fire, throwing 
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on U clarified butter, and keeping it 
up with long poles, exhibited all the 
trnpearance of determined murderers ; 
while a vast concourse of spectators 
manifested great demonstrations of 
joy, assisted by the horrid clang of 
the instruments used on such occa- 
sions. The scene was calculated to 
strike the mind with inconceivable 
horror. The deceased was about six- 
teen years of age, and the wife about 
twelve. They were the son and 
daughter-in-law of Mootiram, a deal- 
er in sugar, of whom we have pur- 
chased that article since our resi- 
dence at Disah. I saw the unhappy 
^ther on the spot, and conversed 
with him on the evil of his conduct 
in this affair. His appearance indi- 
cated much distress ; but he did not 
attempt to vindicate his conduct, 
further than by saying that the girl 
was determined, and he could not 
prevent it.'* 

Account of a horrible Immolation 
in the neighbourhood of Scram- 
pore. 

" Towards the close of 1813, Ram- 
mohun Sena, a clerk in the Seram- 
pore printing-office, saw three women 
burnt to deatn in a pit at Yidya-vatee. 
^hen the blaze had ascended to a 
^reat height, the women leaped into 
the pit, amidst the sounds of music 
and the shouts of the surrounding 
multitude, and were instantly cover- 
ed by the burning combustibles. — 
They were the wives of a Telin^ 
rajah, who had left his &mily at this 
place while he went on a pilgrimage 
to Benares, where he died. Taking 
some trifle, which had been the ra- 
jah's, with them into the. fire they 
thus perished. At the time they 
plunged into the flaming pit, they 
nad on a profusion of gold ornaments. 
Yidya-vatee is about three miles 
nortn of Serampore." 

The Rut*ho Featital. 

" On the second day of June the 

bathing of the image of Jufunnat'ha 

took pmce, of which god the village 

of Muhesha, adjoining Seiampore, 



has a celebrated image. The ]and> 
ing-places on this occasion are crowd- 
ed vrith bathers, expecting great ad- 
vantages from ablutions performed 
on this auspicious day. At the ap- 
pointed hour, the god is brought out 
of the temple in the arms of five or 
six stout brahmuns (this is the case 
at Muhesha,) and carried to a brick 
elevation at a short distance, where 
the god is drawn up by a coid round 
his neck, and j^laced on a seat The 
brahmuns wait the arrival of the 
land-owner, and then perform the 
ceremony of ablution, repeating the 
proper formulas : the water is poured 
on the head of the god fVom the sa- 
cred conch through a cylinder havinfi^ 
a thousand perforations. During the 
act of bathing, ten thousand specta- 
tors are seen at once in the act of 
homage, some with hands raised ta 
the head, others prostrating them- 
selves, and others stretching their 
arms towards heaven; after which 
they retire and the god is carried 
back to the temple. 

'' On the 19th, the same god waa 
drawn up by the neck, and placed in 
his monstrous car, and then dragged 
by the crowd about a quarter of a 
mile, where the car remains for eight 
days for the mob to gaze at, while the 
god himself is carried in the arms of 
men to a neighbouring temple on a 
visit to his nephew, Radha-Bullubba. 
This year on account of the heavy 
rains, the people were comparatively 
few, and the car stuck fast in the 
mud, when some of the crowd began 
to attribute this disaster to the prayera 
of the native Christians. At length 
the brahmuns hit upon a lucky ex- 

gidient ; they brought out Radha- 
uUubba, and as soon as Jugunnat'lui, 
saw his nephew, the car rolled on, 
without further obstruction, assisted 
by the enthusiasm of the mob, whc^ 
equally with the god, felt please<| 
with the sight of this new miracle^ 
which they had not sense enough tQ 
attribute to their own increased e^ 
forts. 

^< On the 28th, the god returned tci 
hifl temple in the same order M liA 
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^ame out, and hen tlie fertivu l do- 
ted 

** A gmt ikir is lield at this fev- 
tifal, and lotlema, gaminff and every 
dbaoenitj ia practiaed in the pndncta 
of the temple which contains the 
god. The propiietoTs d these two 
temples leahze annually not less than 
two thousand rupees. 

** At the total wane of the moon, 
in this month, the image of^ Jusun- 
nat'ha is exhibited, after having been 
newly pdnted, when numbers so to 
the temple with offerings. For four- 
teen days preceding, the ffod remains 
in a state of uncleanness, having been 
touched by a shoodra painter, and 
durinff this time is neither fed nor 
worshipped." 

Account qf the Churuk^ or Swinging 
Fe»tital» 

" In May, 1813, this abominable 
festival was held, according to the 
annual custom, on the last day of the 
Hindoo year. There were fewer 
ffibbet-posts erected at Serampore, 
out amongst the swineers was one 
female. A man fell m>m a sta^ 
thirty cubits high and broke his 
hack ; and another fell from the 
swinging-post, but was not much 
hurt. Some days after the first 
swinging certain natives revived the 
cermonies. 

As Mr. Ward was pascdng through 
Calcutta, at this last period, he saw 
several Hindoos hanging by the heels 
over a slow fire, as an act of devo- 
tion. Several Hindoos employed in 
tile printing office apptied, this year, 
to Mr. Ward, for protection, to es- 
cape being dragged into these pre- 
tendedly voluntary practices. It 
seems that the landloras of the poor, 
and other men of property, insist 
upon certain of their tenants and de- 
pendants engaging in these practices, 
and that they expect, and compel by 
actual force, multitudes every year to 
join the companies of sunyasees in 
jMirading the streets, piercing their 
odes, tongues, &c. To avoid this 
compulsbn, many poor young men 
leave their houses and liide them- 



selves ; hot they aM sure of beinz 
beaten if eauffht, or of having thetr 
huts polled cbwn. The influenee 
and power of the rich have a great 
effect on the multitude in most ot the 
idolatroos festivals: when the lands 
md riches of the countiy were in 
fevrer hands^ this influence carried 
all before it : but it is still very wide- 
ly felt in compelling dependants to 
assist in pubhc shows, and to contri- 
bute towards the expense of splendid 
ceremonies. Through (fivine good- 
ness, however, the influence of com- 
merce, the more general diffusion of 
wealth, and the intercourse of Euro- 
pMiis, are raising the Hindoos from 
this state of abject dependence on 
their spiritual tyrants ; and thus pro- 
vidential events are operating vnth 
theffospel to produce a happy chan^ 
ontne sreat mass of the population^^ 
especiufy in the more enhghteneJ 
parts of Bengal. 



nature's uqbt insufficient, and 
revelation necessary. 
Sin not only introduced misery, 
but ignorance mto the world. Maa 
knows nothinff as he ought to know.. 
Left to himself he gropes in the dark,, 
and can neither find the way to hap- 
jnness nor heaven. Nay, as one ob- 
serves, " ask the wisest of men, and 
they win confess the weakness of rea- 
son, that after all its attainments, it 
fells infinitely short of perfection, and 
is far firom being commensurate to 
truth, or the nature of things." The 
most extraordinary geniuses have 
spent their whole lives in unwearied 
diligence, and yet never attained true 
wisdom. Pythagoras, till the fiftieth 
year of his age, was a scholar under 
the greatest masters in tiie world. 
DenHxritus spent no less than four- 
score vears in hard study. Plato at- 
tended the lectures of Socrates^ Ar- 
chytas, and Eurytas, for forty years, 
and Aristotle laboured more than 
twenty years under Plato. Here were 
persons of the most solid judgment 
and vast capacity, with mvincihfe 
study and application, and assisted 
with the kbouzs of all preceding agea^ 
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and yet fell infiniJEelj short of truth. 
How necessary, then, is divine reve- 
lation, to point out to US the right 
pathi TMs itf the only fftiide on 
which we can depend. And how 
thankful should we be, that unto us 
this invaluable blessing giveiil 



» _ _ 

Let us prove our gratitude by becom- 
ing the instruments of commiuiica^ 
ting it to others. 

OMNISCIENCE OF dOtt. 

The omniscience of God, as a 
modem writer observes, is a source of 
pleasing reflection to a good man : 
under tne struggle he maintains with 
his corrujption; under the reproaches 
of enemies, or the suspicions of 
Mends; under trouble; and when 
at a throne of grace imploring his 
blessing. But now useful may this 
reflection be as a check to sin, and as 
a motive to virtue 1 One of the 
heathen philosophers, therefore, re- 
commended it to his pupils, as the 
best means to induce and enable 
them to behave worthily, to imagine 
that some very distinguished oharao- 
ter was always looking upon them. 
But what was the eye of a Cato to 
the eye of Godl who would not 
approve themselves unto him 1 

Oh OBay these tlioaBhts posieBS iq/ ikieas^ 
Wbere'er I rove, wnere'er I rest s 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
OoQseat to slo, ftr God is (here) 

DR. OtXTEIV. 

A Mr. Da VIES, being under reH- 
gious impressions, felt much inclined 
to open nis mind to Dr. Owen. In 
the course of conversation, Dr. Owen 
said, " Young man, pray in what 
manner do you think to go to Godl" 
Mr. Davies answered, " Through 
the Mediator, sir ;" to which the Doc- 
tor replied, '* That is easily said ; but 
I assure you, it is another thing to 
^ to Grod through the Mediator, 
uian many who make use of the ex- 
pression are aware of, I myself 
preached some years, whffe I had but 
tety little, if any, acquaintance with 
access to God tnrough Christ, until , , _ 
the I^onl ma plea^id to visit m^ihewa? not '^ ashamed of the gospel 



with a sdre affliction, by which I W^ 
brought to the brink of the gravew 
and under which my mind Was filled 
with horror ; but God was snao/ody 
pleased to relieve my soul by a ww- 
erful application of Fs. cxxx, 4. ^Bot 
there IB a forgiveness with thee, that 
thou mayest be feared.' From thja 
text I received special light, peace, 
and comfert, in drawing near to God 
through the Mediator; and on thia 
text Ipreached immediately after iny- 
recovery." Perhaps to this exereis6 
of mind we owe hia excellent £xp<K 
sitioQ of that Psalm. 

THE COJ^YERTBD OSTLElt. 

Who can calculate the happy el^ 
fects often produced by public preach*, 
ingi A man who was engaged aji 
helper in the livery-stables of anorae-^ 
dealer in Surrey, waa of so profligate 
a turn, and his language and general 
conversation so bSsphemous, as ta 
become disgusting to his feUow-ser-^ 
vants, who objected to sleep in the 
same room witn himi, and requested 
their employer to remove hibk to an<K 
ther part of the house, which he com^ 
plied with. Returning one day from 
-an errand he had been sent upon, ha 
was] induced to go into a place of di-^ 
vine worship, during the time of ser-^ 
vice; and such was the impression 
made upon his mind by the discourses 
of the preadier, that, on his retunl 
home, he intimated to his master aii 
intention to leave his service, unlesa 
he consented to allow htm three dajna 
in each week to devote a put of thenar 
to religious public diuty ; adding^ that 
he had found a Master whose wageai 
far exceeded what he received ftonk 
him« £& diligent and faithful <£s^ 
charge of the duty entrusted to himt 
rendering him a faith^ servant, the- 
master readily consented to hi9 pro<s 
position^ and from that period a re-v 
forraaticm was visible in his conduct ^ 
abandoning a vkious and depiavedl 
course of fife, he became tlie admo^ 
nisher of his fellow-servants^ and 
showing them an example of wh^ 
they ought to be, demonstrated that( 
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«f Chiiflti &r it IB the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth/' 

PRATER. 

Lbt the main desires of the afflict- 
ed be for divine grace, which is ne- 
ver more necessary and useftd than 
in time of trouble, that the;r raay glo- 
rify God, and obtain their eminent 
end, the salvation of their souls by 
them. We are often very srdent in 
our prayers for trivial tnmgs, neg- 
lecting such as are most necessary 
and important ; as if a prisoner load- 
ed with irons should pasBbnotely en- 
treat that his chains might be suded, 
not loosed. How many spend their 
jealous i^ections in prayins for tern- 

Soral things, wherein th^ happiness 
oes not consist 1 One of the reasons 
why Grod heaps upon rebellious sin- 
ners the good thin^ of this life, is to 
tearh us how deiq)icab)e they are in 
his account — things, as it were, to be 
thrown away, whfle he oftens denies 
the petitions of his servants ooncem- 
ing temporal thin^. When Pelo- 
pidas interceded with Epaminondas, 
the wise governor of the Thebans, 
for the freedom of a base fellow, who 
for some crime was committed to 
prison, he denied hh request, but he 
presently released him on the appli^ 
cation of a vile and despicable per- 
son, assigning this reason, that it was 
a favour not worthy the dignity of Pe- 
lopidas, but suitable enough to the 
quality of the other petitioner;. 

THE PRAYERS OP THE WICKED AN- 
SWERED TO THEIR DESTRUCTION. 

Plutarch reports, that the Tyri- 
ans tied their gods with chains, be- 
cause certain persons dreamt that 
Apollo said he would leave their city 
and go to the party of Alexander, 
who then besieged the town. And 
Apollodorus tells us of some that tied 
the image of Saturn with bands of 
wool upon his feet. So^ says Bishop 
Saylor, some think that God is tied 
to their feet, and bound to be of their 
eide and the interest of their opinion ; 
end they think he can never go the 



enemy's party so long as they chune 
him with certain forms of words or 
disguises of their own ; and then all 
the success they have, and all the 
evil councils that are prosperous^ all 
the nosehiefs they do,^and all the 
ambitibu» destgns wfajch succeed,^ 
they reckon upon the account of their 
prayers ; and well they may, for their 
pmyem are sins^ and their desires- 
are eviL Some prayers are answered 
to> the destruction of the petitioner. 
Nero's- mother prayed passionately 
that her son might be emperor. Her 
prayer was answered; but Nero 
murdered her.. JnUan the apostate 
prayed and sacrificed, and inquired 
of aemons, and all that he might op- 
pose the camp of Christ He was 
neard too, in Ibat he caused much 
blood of Uie Christians to flow ;. but 
the efiect of his prayer was, that he 
^ed and died a professed enemy to 
Christ. The righteous too have 
sometimes diacevered much infirmity 
in their prayers. See Luke ix. 49 ta 
54, and Mat. xx. 21. They have 
not received, because they have asked 
amiss. God has sometimes answered 
the prayer of a wicked man to his 
ruin ; but he will not thus deaf with, 
his people. He knoweth their ne- 
cessities ; and as a father pitieth hb^ 
childsen, so he pitieth themi that fear 
Him. Let us not then be discon^ 
certed. If he answer not our sup- 
plication^ it is for wise ends. Let ue 
always take his word for our rule^ 
his promise for our encouragement, 
and persevere, knowing that he hath, 
said ne will withhold no good thing 
from them who walk uprightly. 

EJACULATORY PRAYER. 
We have in Scripture very re- 
markable instances of the success, 
which has attended ejactUatory prav'. 
er. — Observe Nehemiah; he stands 
before Ahasuerus, apprehensive of 
the monarch's displeasure, yet desir- 
ous to solicit him m behalf of Jerusa- 
lem. To be delivered from his feart 
and to obtain his desires, what method 
does he use 1 The mean and servile 
arts o/fliittei^lNo ; buttheooanly aodL 
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devout expedient of prayer. ** I pray- 
ed," says the patriot, "to God, to 
the Grod of Heaven." We cannot 
wippose that he fell on his knees, or 
spoke with his lips, while he continu- 
ed in the royal presence ; but he 
darted up his soul in silent supplica- 
tion. That supplication "pierced 
the cloudy" reached the Eternal 
throne, and returned not again till 
a blessinff was sent ; such as totaHy 
averted the wrath wlUch was dreaded, 
and pTOf^ured ftkvoqir and assistanoe 
much beyond what he expocted. 

When David heard that Ahitho- 
phel, the ablest politician iaiiis king- 
dom, had revolted to Absalom, sean- 
ble what a lose his affiiirs had sus- 
tained, and what an advantage the 
rebellious party had acquired, ne be- 
took himself to his God. He waited 
not for an opportunity of retirement ; 
but instantbr, and upon the spot, 
cried, " O Lord^ I pray tkeCf turn 
the counsel ofAkUhophel itUoJbotiah' 
neaa!" — A short address, but very 
efficacious. He who disappointeth 
the devices of the crafty sent a spirit 
of infatuation among the rebels, and 
Inclined them to reject the advice of 
that subtle statesman ; and that false 
step brought upon their horrid enter- 
prise the ruin it deserved, and cha- 
grined the wretched traitor even to 
zage, frenzy, and suicide. 

Amyntor, at a memorable period of 
his life, vras under great dbtress of 
conscience, and harassed by violent 
temptations. He made his case 
known to an experienced friend, who 
said, " Amyntor i you do not pray," 
Surprised at this, he replied, '* 1 pray, 
if such a thing be possible, too much. 
lean hardly tellhow many times in the 
day I bow my knee to God ; almost to 
the omission of my other duties, and 
the neglect of my necessary studies." 
**You mistake my meaning, dear 
Amyntor ; I do not refer you to the 
ceremony of the knee, but to the de- 
votion of the keofft^ which neglects 
. not any business, but intermmgles 
prayer with aUj. which in every 
pfaice looks unto the Lord ; and on 
^yery oocasioa Ulte up an iAdi^ent, 



longing soul for the supply of lad 
grace. This (added he, and spoke- 
with a peculiar emphasis ) this is the* 
prayer which all the devils in hell 
cannot withirtand." This, I would 
further observe, is the prayer which 
brings down somewhat of heaven- 
into the heart; in which I would 
myself desire to abound ; and would 
earnestly recommend to aU my ac- 
quaintances and reaifers. 

THE PRATERS OF THB RiaBT£OU» 
ANSWERED TO THEIR SALVA* 

.. TION. 

The AUnighty not only heara and 
answers the prayers^f his people, but 
ffcves them more than they ask.. 
When the philosopher ask^ a penny 
of Antigonus^ he told him it was too 
little {<of a king to give ; when he ask- 
ed a talent, he toM him it was too- 
much for a philosc^her to receive^ 
But the Giver of every good and pep* 
feet gift opens his liberal hand and 
bestows blesnngs of all kinds upon 
the sinful sons of men. It is true, 
indeed, that he bestows his fiivoura- 
in his own way and time. He de> 
lues us in one thing, that he may givo 
us another of greater importance.. 
Plato gave Diogenes a great vessel of 
wine when he asked but a little* 
The cynic thanked him, bat said^ 
"Tliou neither answerest to th& 
question thou art asked, nor givest 
accoiding as thou art desired; for 
when interrogated, how many ara 
two and two 7 thou answerest twen- 
ty." So says Bishop Taylor, it i». 
with Grod and us, in the intercourse 
of our prayers. We pray for health, 
and he gives us, it may be, a sickness, 
that comes into eternal life. We 
pray for necessary support for our 
persons and tamihes, and he gives ua 
more than we need. We b% for a 
removal of present sadness, and he 
gives us a cheerful spirit, a peaceful 
conscience, and a ioy in God as an. 
antepast of eternal rejoicings intha* 
kingdom of God. 

FAMILY PRATER. 

All. who wen aoquaiiited viUb 
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Mr. ReM unite in testifyinff thst 
thev never knew a minister who ej(- 
celled 80 much in the gift and npirit of 
pmyer. Many, doufatleaa, will have 
reason to bless God for ever for an 
(^portonity of joining him in this 
heavenly exercise. A pioiis man 
and woDoan of his acquaintance had 
an only son, whose name was Tho 
mas ; who, to the great grief of the 

Kirents, began to tarn out wild. Mr. 
ees went to lodge at the house, and 
the iather and mother, with many 
tears, informed him of the ungodh- 
ness of their son. The following 
morning, before the fiimilv prayer, 
Mr. Rabs took hold of tne young 
man's hand, and spoke reiy serious- 
ly and afiectionatdy to him respecting 
his salvation. In fitmily worship he 
prayed for him with great enlargement, 
and, amongst others, used the folfow- 
ing expression ^—" O hard, say to 
this Thomtu^ *be not fiuthless but 
believing.' " The words, to use his 
own expression, entered his heart 
like a sword, and a permanent change 
WBsefiected : he soon became a church 
member, and was an omam«>t to his 
Christian profesebn till death. A 
minister of the gospel, in the prind* 

giUty, son of an old friend of Mr. 
ees, has frequently related the fol- 
lowing anecdote, which I shall give 
in his own words. ^ "When Mr. 
Rees was on a visit at Llanbryn- 
mair, after he had gone to reside at 
Mynidd-bach, he called at my fa- 
ther's house on a certain ^j. about 
noon, a few weeks after the death <^ 
my mother. After some conversa- 
tion with my fother, he desired to 
have my fomiiy toffether ; he sat 
down in an el1)ow-<3iair, called the 
children (seven in number) to him, 
one by one, beginning at tms eldest ; 
with great aflection took the hand of 
esch, asked his namcj and qpdce a 
fow words according to the child's 
age. After reading a dumter, and 
explaining some parts of it, ne kneel- 
ed down and prayed, enlargin|^ par- 
ticularly for eacA individiuil m the 
fomily, meattoi^ag the names of such 
ai> hnd fjj k ript uw i MffWM, Thovh 



at that time I was only eleven yea» 
of age^ an impression wasmade upon 
my imnd, wnich time can never fol- 
ly emse." I believe the above ma3r 
M considered as a fair specimen 
of Mr. Rees's eeneral manner of visit- 
ing his friends. His custom in. 
praying in fiunilies was to mention 
the names of such in the family aa 
had scripture names; and he wa& 
scarcely pleased if his friends called 
thek children by any other. Per- 
haps it would not be prudent for 
many miniacera to attempt to imitate 
Mr. Rees in this : but by reason of 
his very uneommon gifts, he could do< 
it wiUi such propnety and gravity,, 
that it was scarcely possible the most 
inconsiderate person could remain un« 
afiected. Mr.Keesusedhisbestendea^ 
voun that none of his people shoukl 
live without family worship. He 
was once endeavouring to prevail 
with a young professor to begin to> 

Eray in his family. The person said 
e had a great tjesire of engaging in 
this work, but he feared he had not 
sufficient gifb to pray publidy. Mr. 
Rees said ne would write him a pmy- 
er if he would promise to use it. u» 
said be certainly wonU. The pray* 
er was composed, and the man die* 
voutly used it finr some time, both 
morning and evening ; but on one oc- 
casion, as be was reading his prayer, 
the candle went out; notwithstand* 
ing which, the good man proceeded 
with great comfort and enburgement : 
and he found no need of a written 
prayer ever after. 



PRATER AND PLAT. 

In the spring season at Bath, in 
the year 1760, subscription books 
were opened for prayers at the abbey, 
and gaming at the rooms. Attbeclos^ 
of the first day, the number of sub- 
scribers for prayers were twelve — and 
for gaming sixty-seven i The fbUow- 
ing lines were written on the ocaa^ 
sioa» — 

Thfr ehsKh and xsoQM the oOardsgr, 
OpeaHl tbebr books for paytxmA ilart 
Tbe Priest got twdve^ Hoyie tbajf-aeven t 
Stfvfnat On oMiftrHeB•9CBflCBe8ma^ 
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ihiniahmerUa praeHaed by the Bur- 
marUf aymmuiUeated by a €tenil&' 
man reaiderU thtre, 

" Every species of punishment of 
whieh tbe human mind can posfflbly 
oonceive, is continually practised in 
this country. The nature and de- 
free of the punishment depeaJs en- 
tirely upon the whim and caprice 
of the ruling power, who issues the 
mandate. However, there are some 
punishments more common than 
others ; but these again vary both in 
degree and kind, according to the 
crime, and the character aiKl sex of 
the criminal, except a departure from 
the general rule be made from anger 
or revenge, which is not unfreqoently 
the case. 

<' The following are some which 
frequently occur, and may be divided 
into three classes — capital, severe, and 
trivied punishments. 

"Among the first class may be 
placed beheading, crucifying, starva- 
tion, ripping open the body, sawing, 
piercing t)m)Ugh, starving to death, 
flogging upon the breasts to death, 
scorching to death by the rays of the 
sun, blowing up wiUi gunpowder or 
other combustible materials, pouring 
hot lead down the throat, scalding to 
death by plunging into hot oil, shoot- 
ing with nre-arms, or arrows, spearing 
to death, squeezing to death by pres- 
sing a nut of the oetel-tree between 
two bamboos, on each temple until 
the eyes and brains start out of the 
head, drowning, beating on the head 
to death with a large oidgel, giving 
to wild beasts, and roasting on a slow 
or quick fire. 

"Severe punishments are such as 
cutting off the hands, fiset, ears, nose, 
tongue, &c. extracting the eyes, 
flogging upon the breast, tying the 
arms with athin cord till it cuts down 
to the bone, hanging up by the heels, 
hanging up by the tips of the fingers, 
exposing to the rays of the sun, and 
banishment into mrests, fiom which 
ft is abnost impossible to escape. 



'* Among trivial ponisbments may 
be reckoned flogging, marking the 
crime in legible ^ancters upon the 
fiuse or breast of the criminal, and 
condemning him to perform the office 
of public executioner for life, squeez- 
ing the legs or arms between two 
bamboos, confinement in the stocks, 
with the legs extended as &r as pos- 
sible. Su<» punishment as hangmgi 
shooting, exposing in the pilloxy, 
burning the hands, condemning to a 
long confinement, and hard labour, 
are seldom practised ; b a nishment Sb 
not oflen heard of. 

" It often happens that several of 
the severe or trivial punishmente 
abovementioned are inflicted on a 
criminal previous to his being finally 
executed. Instances not unfrequently 
occur that a person, after being nailed 
by the hands and feet to a cross, ha0 
most of his members amputated, one 
by one, before he receives his mortal 
wound. Sometimes the punishment, 
though small in its kind, is continued 
as long as life remains ; and frequentlj^ 
se many various punishments of tri- 
vial nature are inflicted that death is 
the inevitable consequence; united 
together they form capital punish- 
ments, severe in the extreme, and 
horrid to reflect upon ; and yet these 
are the most common. 

" Frequently the innocent suffer 
vrith the guilty; as a wife for the 
fault of her husband, and children 
for the crime of their parents ; even 
a whole fiimily is extirpated for the 
fault of a single individual, and ser- 
vants are cut off for the crimes of their 
masters. These kinds of punish-^ 
ment, however, seldom occur but from 
sudden anger or revenge, except ii\ 
the case of deserters and persons; 
guilty of treason. 

" When a person of r(^al extract 
tion is to receive a capital punishment, 
it is generally done by drowning. In 
the first place the person is tied hands 
and feet, then sewed up in a red bag, 
which again is sometimes put into a 
jiar, and thus the culprit is put into the^ 
water with a weight sufficient to sink 
him. Tii^fl practice is resorted (a 
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because it k nokoned a ttn to fpill 
royal blood. 

"Women, comparatively ipeak- 
ing, are seldom the saljects of capital 
panishment ; when an instance of 
this kind occurs, it is generally for 
some very flagrant crime. When 
they are execated, it is generally done 
by knocking their brams oat with a 
large cudgel; but sometimes they are 
ripped open, or blown up, or given to 
a tiger or some other wild be»st. 

" The bodies of crinunals are al- 
ways exposed to public view for three 
days, after which they are shovelled 
into a hole and covered with earth, 
not being permitted the honour of 
beinff burnt 

''Criminal causes are frequently 
tried by ordeal before judgment is 
passed. 

^ '* I will now just relate what pu- 
nishments have been' inflicted merely 
in the town of Rangoon since my re- 
sidence in this country, a period of 
not more than four years. I witness- 
<-9d the execution of some of the cri- 
minals, and the others I saw imme- 
diately after. 

" One man had boiling lead poured 
down his (^roat, which immediately 
burst out from his neck, and various 
other parts of his body. . 

« Four or flve persons, after being 
nailed through their hands and feet 
to a scaflbid, had first their tongues 
cut out, then their mouths slit open 
from ear to ear, then their ears cut 
ofl^ and finally their bodies ripped 
open. 

" Six people were crucified. Their 
hands and feet were nailed to a scaf- 
fold ; their eyes were then extracted 
with a blunt hook ; and in this con- 
ditbn they were left to exiare ; two 
died in the course of four days ; the 
rest were liberated, but died of morti- 
fication the sixth or seventh day. 

''Four other persons were cruci- 
fied ; but instead of being nailed, 
they were tied with their hands and 
feet stretched at full length in an erect 
posture. In this position they were 
|o remain till death, and food was 
given them in order (o probng their 



miserable existence. In these kind* 
of pumshment, the legs and feet of 
the criminals swell and mmrtify at the 
expiration of three or four days. 
Some are said to live in this state for 
a fortnight, and expire at last from 
fttigiie and mortification. The four 
persons I saw were liberated at the 
end of three or four days. 

" Another man had a large bam- 
boo rtlh through his body^ which 
killed him instantly. 

" Two people had their bodies rip« 
ped up, suflicient to admit of the pro- 
trusion of a small part of the intes- 
tines; and, after being secured by 
cords in an erect posture upon bam- 
boo rafters, with the hands and feet 
at full stretch, were set adrift in the 
river to float up and dovm with the 
tide for public inspection. 

" I do not exactiy recollect how 
many have been beheaded, but there 
must have been upwards of twenty^ 

'* One man was sawn from the 
shoulder-bone downwards, till his 
bowels gushed out. 

" One woman was beat to death 
with a large cudgel 

"Two persons were simply cru- 
cified, and almost immediately libe- 
rated. 

" Five persons, consisting of a 
man, his wife, (far advanced m preg- 
nancy,) his child about five years of 
age, and two other men, were led to 
the place of executimi ; the men were 
sentenced to be crucified and jspened, 
and the women and child were to be 
stretched upon the ground and open- 
ed. Every thing was prepared, and 
the executioner was standing by ready 
to perform fiis bloody ofiSce, and even 
boasting that he was able to perform 
it neaUy, but a reprieve arriving, the 
execution was prevented. 

" Several amputations of hands and 
feet have taken place : some died 
from loss of blood, but the greater 
part survived. 

" These are most of the punish* 
ments I have seen or heard or during 
my residence at Rangoon ; but many 
other instances happened while I waa 
occasiopally absent of which I Im^ 
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iBol given a relation. As for the 
crimes for which these punishments 
were iuflictedt some appeared to de- 
serve death, others were of a trivial 
nature, and some of the victims were 
comptetely innocent" 

PATIENCE. 

An eminent and po{>ular minister 
jof the gospel of Christ had heen 
very successful in his preaching, but 
it pleased God to visit him with afflic- 
tion, and he ky on his couch for se- 
veral years. A younff man who offi- 
ciated for him during nis illness, one 
day called to see him, and was bold 
enough to ask him if he did not con- 
sider his illness a visitation of divine 
displeasure, seeing he lay so entire- 
ly useless 1 The venerable saint 
meekly replied, "Youns man, my 
patience shall speak louder than thy 
preaching." 

h-* TertuBian, writing of the excel- 
lency of patience, and reflecting upon 
himself now opposite his fiery nature 
was to that virtue, became deeply af- 
fected with grief and shame, and 
drew up his own arraignment and 
process for his impatience. 

PROMISES AMD PREACHING NOT 
ALWAYS EFFECTUAL. 

DiONYsius of Sidly, bein^ ex- 
tremely delighted with a minstrel 
that sung well, and played admirably 
on the wrp, promised to give him a 
great reward. This so encouraged 
the man tbit it made him play still 
better; but) when the music was 
done, and the man waited for the ful- 
filment of the promise, the king dis- 
missed him empty, telling him that 
he should carry away as much of 
the promised reward as himself did 
of the music, and that he had paid 
him sufficiently with the pleasure of 
the promise for the pleasure of the 
music; both their ears had been 
equally delighted, and the profits jiu^ 
none at all! So it is with many 
people hearing sermons : they admim 
the preacher, and he pleases their 
ear; but neither of them eet any 
good. The hearer forgets tbit aer- 



mon, and the preacher is little profited 
by unmeaning applause, while what 
he has said is not reduced to prac- 
tice. 

PREACHING. 

" If we would preach to purpose,'' 
says an old author, " we must bring 
our hearts as well as heads into tbe 
pulpit, and our lives must be consis- 
tent with our doctrines, or we shall 
undo by the one what we attempt to 
do by the other. It b said of ^neas 
Sylvius (afterwards called Pope Pius 
Secundus,) that what Sylvius did, 
Pius undid!" 

TAe wonderful Change produced 
by Preaching, 
Mr. John Livingstone, chaplain to 
the countess of Wigton, aged twenty- 
seven, was appointed to preach to a 
very large company that had been 
assembled to join in celebrating the 
Lord's Supper. After verjr great 
discouragenkent in his own min^ he 
came to the place appointed, and 
preached in the open air firom Ez^. 
xxxvi. 25, 26. W hen he was about 
to conclude, a heavy shower coming 
on, caused great confusion in so 
large an assembly, which gave him 
an occasion of addressing them tb 
the following efifect : ** If a few drops 
of rain so discompose you, how 
would you be confused and filled vHth 
horror and despair, if God should 
deal with you as you have deserved 1 
and thus he wiU deal with all the 
finally impenitent. God might justly 
rain fire and brimstone upon you, as 
he did upon Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The Son of God, by tabernacling in 
our nature, and obeying and sofifering 
in it, IB the only refuge and covert 
from the storm of divine wrath due 
to our fflns. His merits and media- 
tion are the alone shelter firom that 
storm ; and none but penitent b^ 
lievers have the benefit of it." Upon 
these topics he enlarged in a very 
pathetic strain for above an hour, 
vrith many earnest exhortations ana 
warnings, and with pressing entrea- 
tifii and persuasions. 
it is attested by an author of good 
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credit, with mit confidence, that 
near five hunared persons had at that 
time a discernible change wrought 

Xn them, the most of whom proved 
rwanis lively Christians. Amons 
other remarkable instances, the fof 
lowing is recorded : 

Three young gentlemen from 
Glasgow, who were on a journey to 
Edinbnrgh, to join in the diversions 
of that city, stopped at Shotts, to 
breakfast, and from curiosity, were 
induced to attend on the preaching. 
When they returned, several circum- 
stances indipated that their minds 
were deeply impressed by what they 
had heard. 

l*hey did nok^ however, speak to 
one another explicitly on the subject, 
but prootoeded on their joomey, vet, 
when they came to Edinburgh, toey 
had no inclinatioo to the diversion of 
the place, but aAef two days they »- 
tunned home^ stiU observing the same 
reserve as to what passed in their 
minds. After this tbey were retind, 
and seldom went abroad; at length 
one of them visited his oompaaion, 
and informed him of the change 
which had taken place in his views 
and purposes in coosequenoe of the 
sermon; and the oCba as frankly 
owned to him the ooneem that faie 
was brought under at the sane time. 
They then went togethear to the third, 
whom they found unpiessed in a si- 
milar manner; and so their pur- 
posed assodation in punnit of world- 
ly pleasures was chiu>^ for felfow- 
ship in prayer and religious exefcis- 
es ; ana their practice was suited to 
Iheir profession as long as they lived ; 
so that they were eminently usefiil ; 
and some of them were spared to an 
advanced age, a blessing to that 
neighbourhood. 



PERBBYSIIANC'E. 



These is nothing in religion insu- 
perable to the love of God andiof our 
souls. Love is not cold and idle, but 
ardent and ac^e in pursuit of its ob- 
ject. There are many proofii that 



resolute diliffence will overcome great 
obstacles to the deasns of men. De- 
mosthenes, the Athenian, was the 
most unqualified for an orator of a 
thousand ; his breath was so short, 
that he could not speak out a full 
sentence ; his voice and pronouncia- 
tion were so harsh, and his action so 
unsraceful and offensive to the most 
delicate senses, the eye and ear^ that 
the first time he spoke in a public as- 
sembly, he was entertained with de- 
rision, and the second with disdain, 
from the people ;. yet, by unwearied 
industry and exercise, he corrected 
his defects, and became the most elo- 
quent and perfect orator that ever 
nourished in Greece. Now can there 
be any height so difficult in reli^on 
but which a strong resolution joined 
with consequent endeavours, and the 
supematuru assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, vrill gradually attain. 

Whoever wishes to obtain the vie* 
tory must not be discouraged by vio- 
lent opposition. It is reported of 
Alexander, that when surrounded by 
his enemies and sorely wounded, he 
still maintsined his fortitude, and 
fought upon his knees. Spartaeus 
did the same, covering hunself with 
his buckler in one hand, and using 
his sword with the other. So the 
Christian, however wennded, must 
StiU persevere, fighting to the end .the 
good fight of fidth, ttut he may lay 
hold on eternal lifo. 

An able seaman, says Mr. Cecil, 
once said, to me, "In fierce ^itorms, 
we have but one resource, ve keep 
the ship m a certain position; we 
cannot act in any way but this ; we 
fix her head to the wind, and in this 
way we weather the stonn." This 
is a picture of the Christian; he 
endeavours to put himself in a certain 
position. My hope and help are in 
God ; he is mitbfuJ. The man who 
has learnt this piece of heavenly na- 
vigation shall weather the storms of 
time and of eternity." 

Thus, under the most discouraging 
ciicumstaDces, we must persevere^ 
casting, all our care on him who 
careth for us. 
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FERSBCUTION. 

The history of the Wufdeiuefl 
^ords us many shocking hmtances 
^f barbarity on the part of tiieir 
.CathoUc peiHecutots. Daniel Mon- 
^on, elder of the church of Aora, in 
Piedmont, after seeing his two sons 
beheaded, the vnSi and child of the 
one, and the two children of the 
<yther, massacred, was compelled to 
^any the heads of his sons upon his 
(tfioulders, to walk two hours bare-^ 
£)Dted, and was afterwards hanged. 
About jSftecn thousand men, w»> 
Men, and children, who had thrown 
QiemselTes on the duke's clemency, 
vrete confined for about nind moiitms 
fal fourteen casties in Piedmoiit^ with 
a scanty allowance of unwholesome 

bread and water. They lay on. bricks ♦- ., v „ . - , ^^ 

or^(>tten straw, and in such ciowds tan^ desth, or ^11; that loan haxdly 
that theair way infected; eigbtthou- wftlkalon^ a»d yet am able to travel 
uand died m conseoaence of these to heaven m one day ; that I stagger 
barbarities. Most of the surtiwui ttotoagh weakness, yet have moee 



Hmm D«nMtadt,'aiid Hamu, itrhBrt 
thty esUfeiiiihed fourteen ohurohcs, 
and whereseviit ministen and^sohw!- 
masteni were supported by King 
WiUittn. BeeJbnes'wHiatorpqfikB^ 
Waidevueaffor a particular account 
of these interesHu^ people. 

** As JoT^wful, yet always rejoi- 
cing." TUs is indeed a pai«doz{ 
but tlie IbUowiiig letter is an admin* 
Uefttsmplifioation ofit: — 

* I>ear brother, and fellow labouBQiy 
, ('This is to inlbrm you, I am sKk, 
yet in the sweet enjoyment of the 
best of health; to let }rou know I am 
▼ery bw, yrt sorpiringly exaked; 
that I am ezceediogly weak, yet 
stroi^r by &r than the wosid, Sa- 




part in vain, to induce tiKJm to /cfsake 
their reUgion. Tiio^^'^hodid apos- 
tatize, diJ^not^€^ai»th^g?88es8ions, 
but were c^nvev^ M a distant pro- 
vince. J* many o^Si however, the 
chUdre'' ^c** ^* pennitt^ to ac- 
comT»*ny tbejr/^rents to Switzerland, 
biyWere tafe^n away and dispersed 
%i PiednKV<^> Their pastors were 
also rejBO^ed from them, and eighty 
men Wfte forced to work in chains 
for ^hjee years in the citadel of Tu- 
rin. Even those t^ho were allowed 
to seek refuge in Switzerland en- 
dured great &rd8hips. They were 
made to travel in the severest wea- 
ther. Numbers died on the way, 
Whom their friends were not even 
permitted to remain and bury. Wo- 
men were seen lyhijZ hi the snow 
-with their in&nts stiff in their arms. 
Many expired at the very gates of 
Geneva. These wretched exiles, 
#hile they remained in Switzerland, 
Irere supported by the charitable con- 
tnbutions of the English and Dutch. 
Most of them afterwards obtained 
grounds m Wiitembeiig, 'Borlach,! 
Vol 3. 



I am as happy as any soul can cem- 
tain, and yet craving after more ; that 
Satan has often lM>ked at me, but 
dared not speak to me, either foodoc 
bad ; that 1 am as poor as a okunli 
mouse, and yet my estate increases 
ddily; that I have lost my appetite, 
and yet foed daily on marrow and 
fotness, with wines well refined;: Ibal 
I am wasted sadly, and yet thrive 
like a cedar of Lebanon ; that I «m 
nothing but a bag of bones, yet fioo- 
rnh like the palm-tree ; that I. have 
been occupied in great waters, and 
have gained much by trading : that 
I have been in' the furnace^ but none 
heated it but my matdhleiBs Leord. i 
have put my hand on thecoekatiioe' 
den, but he dared not come out; I 
have played on the -hole of the up, 
without one ating on my finger*} 
that I bid down wil3i 4he lion, bat 
arose with tii^hunb; that I have been 
preacSiing every day, yet^hwe^'iiat 
seen a pulpit thSs week ; tiiat my 
soul Idveii Jesus, because he k/tttw^i 
that I brou^t ttothing tn/o/tidt 
world, but 2ia]l carry Ciaid'^mt$ 
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that heaven ie eternally mine, but I 
tun not my own ; that my soul loveth 
B. and I know he bveth me. Goon, 
S. we shall at last reach the third 
lieavens, as sure as there ie a GKod." 

W.H. 

m 

fe*ARENTAL DUTY AKt AUTHORITY. 

The superiors in* the fiuoily must 
jDfesenre oraer and tianqiullky in it. 
The fire of discord tums a hoi«e into 
a little hell, full of the tormeatinj; pa». 
nonS) sorrow and anguish, disqain 
and despite) malioe and envy, tW 
blast the most flourishing £imiUei, 
But when religion that is pure and 
peaoeaMe governs the house, it turns 
It into a paradise, where the God of 
peace dwells and delighUi, and dis- 
penses the most precious firoits of his 
ttvour. Wisdom and watchfulness 
are reqmstte to maintein a harmo- 
nions agreement in fiunilies, wherein 
an persons of difierent and contrary 
tempers. Some are of such unnatuzal 
dispositions that they love jars and 
dissennons, as some plants thrive on 
the top of the Alps, where thgr are 
•continually exposed to storms. There 
<is such an irregularity in the disposi- 
tions of some, that between those 
persons there is fierce hatred where 
entire love is due. The discord be- 
tween brothers is deeply wounding 
and hardly curable. The reason of it 
Ab evident, for where by the law, of 
!|iatnre, ti^e dearest love is required 
•and expected, the not obtaining it is so 
injurious and provoking, that the ha- 
tnd in one is equal to the love to 
which the other does not correspond. 
The Spartan magistrates, celebrated 
in their wisdom and justice, being 
informed of frequent quarrels between 
two brothers, ukely to end in bloody 
contentions, they sent for their {a- 
tlier, and punished him, as more cul- 
pabte and guilty, in not timelj cor- 
netingthem. Ruling vrisdom m the 
ftther of the fiimily, so as to ooncili- 
«le tove with respect, severity mixed 
with sweetness (which rarely meet) is 
luwessary to prevent or compose dis- 
■amaoas in tlkose little common- 



PBETismcEafl. 
I RAYji heard of a good woman^ 
something inclined to pasraon, that 
used to say, "I must strive against 

else what will become of me when I 
am old 1" 



PRACTICE TO BE PREFERRED 
TO HEARING. 

It is doubtless a privil^e to be &- 

voured with opportunities of hearing 

the word ; but yet of how little avail 

is it, unless we practise what we 

hear ? Some are always hearing, but 

littie or no good effects are evident on 

Uieit temper and life. " A person," 

sajs Mr. Erskine, " who had been to 

pub&: worship, having returned home, 

perhaps somewhat sooner than usual, 

was asked ^y another of the ^unilv 

who had not \ieen there, ' Is all done r 

' No* ntpM he, 'all is said, but aU 

is not done.'' " 

THE TRIUMPH OP PIETY J 
Or, ihe Mpicua Books Destroyed. 
Some yean bef^jQ the revolution, 
a lady wIk wab a boo^Uer at Paris, 
attracted by tt»e Uputaito,n of Pathet 
Beauvegard, aK el^aueni preacher, 
went to the ^urc\ o?Notre\)ame to 
hear mm. Hw disc^urae wa^ parti- 
cularly levelled oamA irrelig<>us 
books ; and the lady had catiae enough 
to reproach herself on thu sc^^ 
having been in the habit ^f ^Uing 
many publications which were con* 
trary to good manners and to reSig^Q. 
Interest had blinded her, as it do^ 
many others in the same line of busi- 
ness ; but, penetrated by the sermon, 
she could no longer dissimulate that 
impious and licentious books are a 
draadful source of poison to the heart : 
and she was compelled to acknow- 
ledge that those wno print, or seU, or 
contribute to circulate them in any 
way whatever, are so many publie 
poisoners, whom Qod will one day 
call to an account for the evils they 
occasion. Impressed with these sen-* 
timents, she went to the preacher, 
I and with tears in her eyes, said to 
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Um, ** Yoa ham feodefed me a gnat 
•erviee^ by giving meto jee how col- 
phle I mtve been in eeUuig many 
anpiiMM books; and I entreat yon to 
Unish the good work yoa haws began, 
by taking the trouble to come to my 
waiehooae to examine all the boob 
which are in it, and to put aside all 
those which may be injurious to mo- 
rals or rdigion. Whatever it cost 
me, I am determined to make the sa- 
crifice. I had rather be deprived of 
apart of my property, than consent 
to lose my soul." Accordingly, Fa- 
ther Beauvegaid paid her a visit the 
next day, to examine her books. 
When he had separated the good firom 
Uie bad, she took the latter, and in 
hk presence cast than one after an- 
other into a great fire she had taken 
care to provide. 

The price of the works thus con- 
sumed, amounted, it is said, to about 
six thousand livres. She made the 
sacrifice without regret; and firom 
that time endeavoiued to sell no 
books but what might tend to coun- 
teract the evil done by others. ^ Per- 
haps every one will admire this ex- 
ample, but few, we fear, will go and 
dolikevrise. 



PRIDB. 

Demetbius, one of Alexander's 
successors, was either so proud and 
Sad^nfoi as not to allow those who 
had any a£BiirB to transact with him 
the liberty of speech, or else he 
treated them with so much rudeness 
as obliged them to quit his presence 
with disgust. He suffered the Athe- 
nian ambassadors to wait two whole 
^nan before he gave them audience. 
How unlike is tb^ conduct of God to 
that of such a man I He not only- 
commands, but invites us to come 
faito his presence, and promises us all 
things necessary for our real good. 
Let us then ^ boldly to his throne, 
seeing he giveth tiberaUy, and up- 
l»aideth not 

Pride b an evil that puts men upon 
«11 manner of evil Accius, the poet, 
though he was a dwarf, yet would be 
jictwed tall of statmia, Psapb^ « 



proud Libyan, would needs be a god f 
and having caught some birds, he 
taught them to speak and prattle, 
''the great jj^ Psaphon." 

Proud Smion, in Ludan, having* 
ffot a little w«dth, changed his name 
uom Simon to Simonides, bemuso 
there were so many beggars of hia 
kin-; and set the house on fire where^ 
in he was bom, because nobody 
should point at it 

THE NEW precept; 
Otj the Eleventh CommandTnerU. 
The eminent archbishop Ussher,, 
beinff once on a visit in Scotland, 
heard a great deal of the piety and 
devotion of the fimious Mr. Samuel 
Rutherford, who, he understood 
spent whole nights in prayer, espedr 
ally before the Sabbath. The bishops 
wished much to witness such extra-^ 
ordinary down-pouring of the S^arit ; 
but was utterly at a loss how to ac- 
complish his design. At lenflth it 
came into his inind to dress mmsdr 
like a pauper ; and on a Saturday 
evening, when' turning dark, iia< 
called at Mr. Rutherford s house, anil 
asked if he could get quarters for a 
night, since he could go to no other* 
house at so late an hour for that pur-, 
pose. Mr. Rutherford consented t» 
give the poor man a bed for a night, 
and desired him to sit down in the 
kitchen, which he did cheerfully. 
Mrs. Rutherford, according to custom 
on Saturday evening, that her ser^. 
vants miffht be prepured for the Sab- 
bath, called them together and exa-. 
mined them. In the course of exa-. 
mination that evening, she asked the 
stranger how many commandmenta 
there were 1 To which he ansvrer- 
ed eleven. Upon receivinji; this ah-, 
swer, she replied, "What a shame ia 
it for you! a man with gray hairs, 
living in a Christian country, not tor 
know how many commandmenta 
there are } There is not a child of 
six years old ui this parish but could 
answer this questbn properly." Sha 
troubled the poor man no more^ 
thinking him so very ignorant ; bu| 
liiment«4 hia condnion to bet ~ 
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yntM I and after giving hipr aome 
aiippei^.defliziNi a ferraat toabow him 
up stairs to a bed in a gaaet Tbia 
was the veiy situation in which he 
desirad to be placed, that he might 
hua Me. Rutherford at bis secret 
devotion. Howevor^ he wu diaap- 
peinted ; for that night that good 
laaU' went to bed, but did not &11 
arieep for flome hours. The stranger 
did not go to bed, but sat listening, 
always hoping to hear Mr. Ruther- 
ford at prayer ; and at iaiurth con- 
ctodini^ that all the fimuTy were 
aale^ the bishop thouj^ if be had 
been disappointed of bearing another 
offerii^ up his desires to God at the 
tfaonme of grace, he would embrace 
the opportunity himself, and poured 
out bis heart to God with so much 
liberty and enlargement, that Mr. 
Ruther&id, immemately below, over- 
beaid ; and getting up, put on his 
cletbes. Should tnuibaTe awakened- 
Mrs. Rol^erford, she could haveaus* 
pected notMng of hia design, seeing^ 
he rose commonly every day at thne 
o^cIock in the morning; and if she 
could have beard one at pmy er after- 
wards, she would naturally have con- 
dttded it was her husband. Mr. 
Rutherford went up stain, wad stood 
wailUng at the garret door till the 
bkhop concluded his devotion ; upon 
which he knocked gently at the door, 
and the other opened it with siuiMise, 
thinking none were witnesses to his 
devotion. Mr. Rutherford txtok him 
by the hand, saying, " Sir, I am per- 
suaded you can be none otiber than 
archbishop Ussha; and von must 
certainly preach for me ti»4ky, being 
now Sabbath morning." The tishop 
confessed who he was ; and after 
teiiing Mr. Rutherford what induced 
him to take such a step, said he would 
preach for him on ocmdition that he 
would not dlfloover wha he was. 
Siij^ union of seids, although of 
difiereat penmasions ! yet not mar- 
^elimiB ; God makes but two diatuic- 
tiona ainong mankiad, the rigfateoiis 
aatitkewickedi 

Mr. Rtttberfoid ftmiished> the 
tMop with a tiato trif hir own-eMhai) 



f and early ittlha'aorainf ha wentMil 
ta the fialdsf $ Iba olbee foUowedMoa 
and brought him is aa aistianga nihr 
Ulster passinff: by, who bad prmaiiodf 
to preaofa for luiib Mi& Ruliherftid 
found that the poor, mao had gone 
away^ before any of the fomiky warn 
out of bed. AnaT' domeatic wonfaiiy 
and bfcakfoat, the family went to<th0 
kirk, and the bishop intd forhia tea* 
(John ziiL 34.) " A. new oomnKuuk* 
ment I give unto ypoUy that ^e lo«» 
oneaaoUier;*' at suitable 8ub|ect for 
the occasion^. In the course of hia 
sermon, be observed ttiat this migiMr 
be reckoned the eleventh oommandK 
ment s upon which Mrs. Rutb^rfoid 
said to herself "thafeis^e anawtr 
the poor man gatve ma lost night}^ 
and baking up to the pnlpit^ aaid^ 
"It cannot be possible that tfaia ia 
hel!' After public worsfaia the 
stiBiige roinisteo and Mr. Rutberfosit 
spent tfae evening in mutual satisfoo!* 
tion ; and eariy on Monday morniiif 
the former went away in the drraa h»- 
CHUB in, and waa not disoovned; 

POPBRT.. 
The folbwing doeunieat vraa tasa^ 
ed by the Pope against a. person fop 
renouncing the enors of the diuich 
of Rome,ml7S6.^— 
Tbe Pope's curae^ bell^ book, and 
candle^ on a heretic! at Hamprsstoni. 
'^By the authority of (he MasaA 
Virgin Maxy^ of St; Peter and Vaxiif 
and oi^ the hioiy saints, we enoomnwK 
nicatS) we utterly curse and baa, 
commit and deliver to the dcvfl' of 
heli, Henry @oldne3ft, of Hamprea<^ 
toU) in the county gi Doiaet^ an a^ 
fomous heretic, tfatat hath, in spita of 
God and St. Petei^ whose chmuh 
this is, in spite of alk holy sainls, and 
in spite of our holy father the papa, 
(God^B viear hew on earth,) and oi 
the reverend and worainpAil the ea* 
none, mastMV, priests, jeanit^ and 
clerka of ow holy ehnrtth^ commit- 
ted the heinous crimes ef mfinkg» 
with the image»ef our holy saqi^ 
and' fefsaken on moet^ MPr reHgioaj^ 
and eominaea in heresy^, bnMq^ll0ii7i 
and^eoanipt luat. BxeeBiaiiiiiiaile« 
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J» he finally, and dpJivexed o?er to 
toe devil as a perpetual niale&ctor 
and schismatic. Accursed be he, 
and given soul and body to the devil 
Jo be buffeted.. Cuised be he in all 
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PR0FANBNE8B mUPBOTBD. 
A PEW y^ars ago. one of the stains 
which ply between two pnncbarci- 
ties was filled with a groBp wiach( 



w oe Duneted.. Cursed be he in all "«« '^m n«ed with a group wWchr 
holy cities and towns, in fields, andr^***^"*^' 'w^® heen drawn tom- 
ways, in houses and out of houses, ***®' ^7 mutual choice. In the com- 



ways, m houses and out of houses, 
and m all other jplaces, standing, ly- 
ing, or rising, walking, running, w^- 
mg, sleepmg, eating, drinking, and 
whatsoever he does besides. "We 
wparate him from the threshold; 
nom all the good prayers of the 
church; from the participation of 
iMMy mass ; fifom all sacraments, cha- 
pels, and altars ; from hdy bread and 
holy water; from all the merits of 
our holy priests and religious men, 
imd from all their cloisters ; tum all 
their pardons, privilegesL granta^ and 
immunities, all the holy fiithen 
(popes of Bone) have granted to 
them ; and we givo him over u^wly 
to the power of the devil ; and we 
pray to our Lady, and St Peter and 
Paul, and all holv saints, that all the 
senses of his body may &U him, and 
Aat he may have no feelings except 
he come openly tb our beloved priest 
at Stapehill, in time of mass, within 
tlnrty days from the third time of 
pronouncmg hereof by our dear 
priest there, and confess his heinous, 
heretical, and blasphemous crimes, 
and by true repentance make satis- 
faction to OUT Tiady, St. Peter, and 
^e worshipful company of our holy 
church of Rome, and suffer hhns^ 
to be buffeted, scourged, and spit upon, 
as our said dear priest, in Ms good- 
nessj holiness, and sanctity sh^ di- 
rect and prescribe. Given under the 
jeal of our holv church at Romei the 
tfenth day of August, in the year of 
olir Lord Christ, one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-eight, and in the 
erst year of our pontificate. C. R." 

«8th of October, 1758, pronomie- 
ed the first time. 

**15th of ditto, pronounced the 
second time. 

« m of ditto, pionounoedtin third 
tuna." 



pany was a young man of social tem- 
per, afihbie manners, and consideia-^ 
oh information. His accent was. 
barely sufficient to show that thfi En-^ 
gfish wnM not his native tongae^ and' 
a very slight peculiarity in the pnK 
nuBcution of the th^ ascertained 
him to be a HoHander. He had ear* 
ly entered into tiie military Kife ; had 
borne both a Dutch and Fi^ieh com- 
mission; had seen real service, hwli 
travelled, was master of the Enijlish 
language, and evinced by hia d^rt- 
ment that he was no stranger to thtf. 
; wciety of gentlemen. Hb had, how- 
;ever m a very high degree, a fiiult toa 
common among military men^ and too, 
absurd to find an advocate among meik 
of sense— he swore prafimely and in- 
CMsantfy. While the horsea wero. 
changing, a gentleman, who sat. oik. 
the same seat with him, took him .by 
the ajm^ and requested the fiivour of* 
his company in a short walk. Whea 
they were so fiur retnred as not to b» - 
overheard, the fiinnerobserved^ "Al- 
though I have not the honour of your 
acquaintance, I perceive^ si^ tilall 
your habits and feelings are those ot 
a gentieman ; and that nothing oaa 
he more repugnant to your fSrfie«k 
than givmg unnecessary pain to mT 
one of your company.*' &e started 
and rephed, « Most certainly, sirTl 
hope I have committed no offence of 
that sort P ^ 

« You wiUj^oB me,''wpliodthi> 
other, " for pointing out an mstancft 
m which you have not altogether 
avoided it.*' ^ 

" Sir,*' said he^ « I shair be mud^ 
your debtor fbr so firiendly an act :^ 
for, upon my honour, I cannot con- 
jecturem what I have transgressed.'* 
"If you, sb," continued the fermer,, 
" had a very dear fiiend, to whom you 
were under unspeakable obligationg|^ 

12* 
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■boaU ;au Dotbsdnpljwoandedbj 
taj dineipecl to him, oi eieii by 
heuing hi* name inCroduoec^ and nwd 
Willi a fteyneacj ni rapetition and a 
kvilv of air incompatiblfl with the m- 
gua line to bia chuaetrr T 






" Dndouhtedly, uul • ■> 
permit it; but I know not 
chargeable with indeconun to an; of 
JDUI frieada." 

" Su, m; God is my beat friend, to 
'- - ' mimdeiinfimteobligaliar 
^ 3u must recollect that ji 
haTe terj frequently, unce we cm 
menced ourJouiDe;, talen hla oaioe 
)n rain. T%v tiai given (o me, apd 
to othen of the wmpany, eicnida- 
ting pain." "8ir,"ana»eied he, with 
a *er; iDgenooua empbacie, " 1 have 
done wtong. I conlbw the impro[p- 
My. I aqi lahamed of a practice 
vhich I am aenaitilB hia no eic 
but I have imperccptibl; ^len 
it ) and I really swear without being 
cooadoua that I do ki. 1 will enike- 



itr;, thiiteeD himdied milea in 

length, and twelve bundred in breadtb. 
Notwitlutanding the opposition tiiey 
* lye met vrilh, they have from fiiat 
last maintaiiwd their independence, 
1 conqueror h«a subdued them ; they 
still dwell in the presence of all their 
^thren, and in the presence of all 
-, 3r enem iea. — What a striking proof 
is this of the truth of Scripture pro- 
phecy! Aa Biahop Newton observea, 
- ' isnneiB change with times. 
the nudem Italiaiis dege- 
nerated from tbe Goursge and virtue 
ef Ibe old Romans I Haw an the 
" li and EngBali polished and r»- 
from the baibaiians of the an- 
Qsuls and Britons 1 but theae 
people have continued the same witb. 
little or no Tariation I 



thank youlolonchmyelbowas often 

This was agreed upon. The horns 

■ounded, and the liavelle ■' 

tbeii places. In the space 
five nules, tbe officer's elbow w»« jog- 
ged every few seconda. He always 
colomed, but bowed end received 
tiie bint without the least symptom 
of displeasure, and in a few miles 
more aa laasteted his propen«iy to 
■wearing, that luit en oath was lieard 
fniD his lips for the rest, which 
the greater part of the journey. 



In' tbe parish where Mr. Hervey 
preached, when he was of Arminian 
^ntiments, there resided a plough- 



man, who usually attended the i 

try of the late Dr. Doddridge. .. _, 

Hervey being advised t^ bia physici- 



ui, for the benefit of hia h^th, to^ 
follow tbe plough, in order to smdl 
the freeh earth, frequently accompa- 
nied the ploughman in his rural aio- 
cation. One moraicg the ibllawin£ 
cooveraation passed t— 

Mr. BcTiey. My friend, I under-, 
stand you can speak the Uogoage of 

Phmghman. A little. Sir. 
AfV-. H. Then I will propoM voa 
- question :— What do you thicik ia- 
tbe hardest thing in rcUgion 7 ., 
PUnigh. 1 am a poor illiteiMe. 
an, and you, sir, are a minister : — I 
beg leave to return tbe quesliiH]. 

Mt. H. Then I coiKxive the hard. 

cat thing in religion is to renouitce 

ligftdfiuh. 

Phmglt. 1 do nut think so, ar. 

JUt, B. Tben will you give dm 

your ojnnioD. 

_ . Pfcu^ft- Why, or, the haidM 

.dd that sereTBl attempte thingin laligiaDia todenjrijg'Atasii*- 
'« been made to extirpate >ej/^ Youknint I do not cook la 
'hey an ^M «« •nKlhMrTMiaeidii but g)(.sTaj aalk. 



soBiFTUBE rsoPBEcr. 
How wonderfiillj is Scrutoie 
phined by Act*. The Aratsans, the 
descyndanta of Iiluaael, continue to 
this day enemiaa to the rest of the 
'world, anid am boib rol)ben by land 
and pirate* bf aea. As Uiey bar- 
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kftth with my fiimilT to Northampton 
to hear Dr. Dodtbidge. We rise 
eaiiy in the morning, and have prarer 
hefoie we wt out, in which 1 nn^ 
pleamire j—waUung there and hack, 
I find pfeasure ; — under Ihe sermon, 
I find deaauTB ; — ^when at the Loid*a 
table, 1 find pleasore ; — we read a 
portion of the Scripture, and go to 
player in the evening, in which I find 
pleasure ; but to thk moment I find 
It the hardest thing to deny righieoua' 

This simple recital of the poor man 
80 affected Mr. Hervey, that it proved 
a Messing to his soul, and the plough- 
man henoefivrth became his bosom 
fiknd. , 

PROCKAflTINATION DANGEROUS. 

It is reported of Thales^ one of 
the Grecian sages^ that being urged 
by his mother to alter his cmidition 
in life, he told her at first that it was 
too soon; and afterwards when she 
mged him again, he told her it was 
too hte. So says an old dhine, "ef- 
fisctual vocation is an espousal to 
Christ." All the tune of our life 
Ciod is uigin^ this U]^n us ; his mi- 
nisters are still workmg for Christ; 
if now we say it is too soon, for 
anght we knew, the very next mo- 
ment our sun may set, and then 
God will say it is too late. They 
who are never contracted to Christ 
on earth, shall never be united to Him 
in heaven. 

How justly will the vrilful neglect 
<tf salvaoon, so long and so compas- 
rionatelj offered to sinners, render 
the divme mercy inexorable to their 
players and tears at last. When a 
Roman gentleman, who was wont to 
revel in the night and sleep in the 
day, having vrasted a neat estate by 
luxury, petitioiied the Emperor Tibe- 
lins to relieve his poverty, he was 
diamiased with this upbraiding aa- 
answer. Sen egperfedtu e«,— yos 
axe riaen too late. He never opened 
his eyes to see his condition till it 
was past remedy. Tins is the sad 
c««e of many that waite the seasons 
of giioe, tad an canto oC thncl 



doty till upon the point of perishing^ 
and then address toemselves to God 
for hie &vour and pardon ; but are 
justly rejected with the reproaches of 
their obstinate ni^lect of salvation in 
the time of their lives. IdoubtnotUiat 
some are wonderfully converted and 
saved at last ; but these special mer- 
cies are like our Saviour's miraculous 
healing of the two blind persons as 
he was passing on that way, when 
graat numbers of the blind remained 
uncured. We read a |frodigiouB sto- 
ry in the Book of Kings, that a cap- 
tain and his fifty men commanded 
Eliasto come to the kin^, and imme- 
diately a tempest of lightning de- 
stroyed them. Now, who would 
think that another cantain and lus 
fifty men should be so desperate, hav- 
ing the ashes and relics of those nus- 
erable carcasses before their eyes, aa 
to make the same citation to the pro- 
phet '^ Yet they did, and provoked 
the justice of heaven to eonsume> 
them. And this madness is exem^ 
plified in thousands eveiy day ; for 
notwithstending they see sinners like 
themsdves cut off in iheic evil waya^ 
they continue onreformed^ as if they 
were fearless of heU— as ii resolved t» 
secure their own damnatbn. 



THE PHILOSOPHER AMD THE P00& 
WEAVSBS. 

Chilo, one of the Greek wise 
men, when he was at the point or 
death, called his friends to him, and 
said, he could find nothing to lepent. 
of in aU his past life : not one &ult^ 
except in a single instence, leaning » 
little too fiivourably to a friend ia 
judffnaent, 

A few yean ago two pious wea-- 
vers were conversing together, and 
complaining of the trouble whidi they 
found from vain and evil thoughto in 
the solemn duties of religion. Ano- 
ther person of the same business- 
overheard them, and, rushing forth^ 
said, " I always thought you two vile, 
hypocrites ; but now! know it tnm. 

four own confession. For my part 
never had such vain and wicfceit 
thpoghta in my life^" Om oC Um. 
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aea took ft vitde of money oqt of 
Mil poekok and put it into m Ikand, 
•dduBg, '*Thii ohdl be youfSj if aP 
tu yoo come fiom tlie ehtudi the 
next time, yoa eui ley you bed not 
one nun thought there.'* In a few 
days he oMne njfinft "Here Udm 
book your money, for i had not been 
five minntee in the chnioh befim I 
b^n to thfadc how many hNNOMi 
could be get np in it." 

VOTBBTT. 

PoTERTT ie always belter then 
pofimeneM* A poor man who le 
nonest and sood, elands on a iar 
more elerated' scale than the most 
opoient man wiio is base and in^* 
ous; Yet poverty is not deairabl% as 
it exposes to many inconvenienoes. 

We cannot, howerer, easify ao" 
count fijr the emgulazities of men. 
That whieh many dunk to be evil, 
cIlierB imagine to be good. What 
some aroid as unjdeasant^ othenseek 
as beneficial. Thus, fat instanoe, 
riches in general are sought after 
with avidi^, yet poverty mui been 
courted by some. 

Tubero, a Roman eonsuli son-in- 
law of Paulus) the eoiM|Qeror of Per* 
seuB, is celebrated fi>r his poverty, in 
which he seemed to glory, as well as 
the rest of his ftnmy. Sixteen of 
the Tuberos, wi^ twar wives and 
children, lived in a small bouse, and 
maintained themselves with the pro- 
duce of a little field, vduch tney 
cultivated with thmr own hands! 
But how many thousands of Christ- 
ians have endured poverty, rather 
than comply with the world ! Here, 
indeed, is a holy singularity. The 
riches of this wond beoMoe contempt- 
ible, if they impede our progress in 
the way to heaven. Ratner let me 
be yoot and obedient to the will of 
CfoQ, than to possess all the wealth 
of the universe and forget EQm ! 

THB Philistine's hbad; 

Or, the Infidel reproved. 

A oikT ymmg spark, of a deistieal 
tdm, tratlrilinff in a stage coach to 
London, fivoea his seatimsnte oate 



eumpany, by altempljjig to' ndieidsi 
file Senpturesj aiid among^ other 
topics^ made himself merrr with tl» 
story of David and GoUamj strong 
uigmg the impossibility of a yoifii,. 
like David, 'beinj; able to throw a 
stone with. sufAcient fbre^ to sink it 
into the giant's finehead; Ob this 
he appeafid to the company, and in 
particular to a grave gentteman of 
the denomination called Qjaaiken, 
who sat silent in one comer of the 
carriage. "Indeed, friend," replied 
he, " 1 do not think it at all impn>bar 
Ue,if the Philistine's Ae<Miifxiaa»a^ 

OS <A<3I&" 



PUN. 

Ptma are not wit, but many of 
them aio slrikanely pleaom^ The 
dose of pms ought to be Hsuted,. ae- 
cofding to the constitution to whoHi 
they are addressed; Ibr some thera 
are who cannot endure punning in n 
great d^giea The best ptutovoroU 
tered, was made by a meefe leamed^ 
man^" What," said he, "is IMMr^ 
JEST-Y, when deprived oC tha «»> 
tsmalsr 

PBEFBRBIENT NO SECDBITT AGAINST 

PAINr 

I BSLiETB the leamsd bishop ci 
London, Dr. Low^, upon wnom 
Mr. Cadogan used fire^ently tecaQ; 
did not question the. smoerity of his 
declaration on the fblkywingoocaskm.: 
The bishop had long been oonfined 
with the gout, and said, as he sat in 
pain, " Ah ! Mr. Cadogan^ see what 
a poor thing it is to be a bishop 
of London.'^ "Truly, n^ tor^* 
replied Mr. Cadogan, "I aiwaysi 
thought it was a very poor thing to 
be a bishop of London, if a man po»> 
sessed nothing better." It may be 
remarked, that such a reply cams; 
with a better grace, as it came froaa 
one who, in all probability, might 
have obtained a tsahopiic had he 
made it hieodigeet. 



PUntAUTIBB. 

An AbM, w1i(Khad no 



exdaimin^olie day to Boika«agHi|isl 




EinsiMrAiifjMO^ AlflicoOTBa. 



Ui 



^H^putatMm o6b«ifigyenr leained mea, 
U4 ai0 mioli ift reafilsf, thouU l» 
»nBftft,ltitn ia th«r epinioBS 1 UoIcml 
ttoe would itehikely appoae the 
doslnnft laid dpwn by the aposUeg 
and. the decmooB of couqcila, miut 
th^ net be obUgpd ta con&ss, that 
thd lu>lding several liyinga at the 
^ l a ffK* tuoe is anliil 1 I myself am 
ill holy onkn ; and^be itsudwith- 
<lttt Taaity, of one of iha beat Uaoi^ 
lies in Toiiraine. It becomes a man 
of high birth to endeavour to make a 
figure suitable to it ; yet I protest to 
you, that if I can get an abbeys tiie 
yearly income of which is only a 
tfaoussndi crowna, niy andntion will 
he satined; aind:be;assiue(i thatao* 
thing Bhidl^tempt me to altecmjr reao- 
IntionJ' Some time afiec tfaif^ an 
abtey of asven tfaouaand crowna a 
year being vacant^, his brother desir 
xed: it for him, and was gratified in 
hia request The winter following) 
he wot another of still greater Talue : 
anf a tlnrd being vacant, he solicited! 
very strongly for this also, and ob* 
tained it 6oiIeaa, hearing of these 
preferawnta, wait and pMdluafiiend 
a visit. ''Mi l'A^b6," said he, 
" where is now that seaaon of inno- 
oenoe and candour, in which ynu 
declared that; pluralista haaajcded 
ijbm soula greaUy 1"—" Ah, good 
BoUeau," repued the Abbd, " did you 
but know l^w much pluraUties con<- 
tribute towards- living well."-—" I am 
in no doubt of that," replied Boileau ; 
" but of what service are they, gpod: 
Abb4, towards dyij^g tpeUr> The 
•bove anecdote (Nnginall3r appeared in 
a book printed in Paris in li698, and 
was translated into English by Mr. 
liBolsman, the translator of (he 
<< TnHvela of the Jesuits." 



tind into the ma whoa near the 
shore. 

TBUE PHILOSOFHT. 

It is recorded of Siiljpo the phi* 
loaqphori that whan his eiiv waa dea' 
itmA, with hia wifo and children, 
aitt he alone escaped firom thefire,.^ 
bekig aaked whether he had lost any 
thing, he relied, " All my treaaurei^ 
are with m»~-justioe, vuti:w, tempo!': 
rame^ prudence, and this inviolable 
principle, not to esteem any thins a» 
my proper ^ooA that can be ta^en 
fronrae." Ilia mind wafr erect and. 
steadfostt und^ tha luina of his oauo* 
try. 

fi£STttAII«INQ POWERi 

SiJGH is the depzsavity of human 
nature, that were ft not for the re« 
etraining power of the Almiflhty, the 
wcdd would be. reduced to the great* 
iest distress and misery. It was a 
isti^inro and barbarous custmn among, 
the Pernans, that-upon the death of 
the onperor, for five days the empure 
waa led. without gowemmant And^ 
as upon r«movii[bz the stone firom the 
fobmoua cave of j^liolus, the winda 
bi^ out in their fiwy) so by taldngr 
away the authority of the laws, h^ 
cense was given to ail cq[|eciea of 
wickedness and thakipgdom thrown^ 
into the utmost ccnaifusion. All were: 
in arms, some to commit injuries^ 
others to revenge them; the chastity, 
of none waa secure, nor the estatea 
of any safo, uiil^ss defended; the 
bridle of foar was taken off; thera 
was no wickedAess that was not 
boldly committ0d. But when the new 
king waa proclaimed, all thiiigs were 
immediately reduped to order, that. 



DANGER OF POPOLABITY. 

PaaMMSTicns waa a king of 
Egypt He waa one of the twelve 
pmeea who shared the kmgdom 
among themsd.'ves; but, as he waa 
Mon poDidar than the rest, he waa 
htmrnkMi fiwnm. hif iVnninionff and fa- 



the advantage of government might 
be setofif by this experimental coiuu- 
sion and mischief of anarchy. Now^ 
if God, as one observes, left this per- 
verted world, and Satan, the pruoa 
of it, one day to tbfflr rage against^ 
hia people, did he ngt ahut it with, 
doors and bars, it would be Uke tho 
dduge overwhehmng ail, and not % 
ztooamt «f the saipts would be k%^^ 
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THE BABftEN PB0FE8B0R8 REPRO- 
▼ED. 

" What do ye more than otheip T' 
u a very important inqniiy for the 
Christian to conoder. The sublime 
doctrines, holy precepts, ddightfiil 
promises, and bright prospects of the 
Christian religion, all tend *to excite 
to diligence and aolavity. Yet how 
many who call themselves Christians 
aie outdone in many things, even by 
heathens ! These thin^ ought not 
so to be. An atheist being asked by 
a professor of ChiisliaEBitjr, how he 
ooukl quiet his conscience in so des- 
perate a state, feplied, " w much am 

^ I astonished as yourseU^ that, believ- 

* ing the Christian religion to be true, 
YOU can quiet your conscience in 
uving.so much like the worid. Did 
Useheve what you profess, I should 
think no care, no oilijgence, no zeal 
enough.'^ Reader, ^st thou be- 

'lieve>— then show thy faith by thy 

voj3ls. 

f PRoviDENCB acknowledged; 
Or^ the Great Emperor's Confession. 
**The bare lifht of nature," saith 
Dr. Barrow, <<hath discerned, that 
were it not iat such matters as these 
to spend a man's care and pains 
upon, this workl would be a lamenta- 
ble place to live in. There was, for 
instance, an emperor, great and 
mighty as ever wielded sceptre upon 
earth, whose excellent virtue coupled 
with vrisdom (inferior, perhaps, to 
none that any man ever, without 
special inspiration, had been endowed 
with,) and which qualified him with 
great advantage to examine and to 
judge aright of things here ; who, 
notwithstuiding all i& conveniences 
wbich lus royal estate and well set- 
tled prosperity might afford, and of 
whicn he had had the fullest experi- 
ence, nevertheless thus expressed 
himsdf : " What doth it concern me 
to live in a world without a Gtod, or 
▼oid of Providence 7" To govern the 
neatest emppe that ever was in the 
deepest cahn; to enjoy the largest af- 
Ppsaoe of wealth or spjjjNi^ur, of re- 



spect, or of plaasore ; tobekwed, to 
be dreaded, to be served, to be admnd 
by so many natkiM; to have the 
whole civil worid obseauious to his 
will and nod; all these things seemed 
vain and idle, not worthy of a man's 
regard, reflection, or chdce, if theiv 
were no Grod to worshij^ no provi> 
dence to observe, no piety to be exer- 
cised. So little worth a wise man's 
regard, common sense hath adjudged 
it to Uve without religion.* Leam 
henoe how extreme is the folly of 
atheism. 



DIVINE PRESERVATIpN DURING 
SLEEP. 

"I THINK," saysMr. Hervey, "it 
is referable only to a superint^ding. 
and vratchfiil Evidence that we are 
not hurried into the most pemidoua 
actions, when our imagination is heat- 
ed, and our reason stupified by 
dreams. We have sometimes heard 
of persons who, walking in their 
sleep, have thrown themselves head- 
long from a window and been dash- 
ed to death on the pebbles. And 
whence is it that such disastrous ac- 
cidents are only related as pieces of 
news, not experienced by ourselves 
or our femilies? Were our minds 
more sober in their operations, or 
more circumspect in their regards % 
No, verily; nothing could be more 
wild than their excursions ; and none 
could be more inattentive to their own 
welfare Therefore, if v)e have laid 
us dovm. and slept in peace^ it was 
because the Lord vouchsafed us th^ 
sweet refreshment : if we rose again 
in safety, it was because the Lord 
sustained us with his unremitted pro- 
tection. 

**WilI the candid reader excuse 
me, if I add a/ihort stoiy, or rather a 
matter of feet, suitable to the prece- 
ding remark? Two persons who 
baa been hunting together in the 
day, slept tocher 3ie folkiwing 
night One of them was renewing 
the pursuit in his dream ; and, hav» 
ing run the whole cirde of the chase^ 
caine, at lost, to the fell of tii^ st^ 



SKTBRTAINUra AHEODOTES. 
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Upon thifl^ he COM out wilh • deter- 
auiedaidoiir,/^ kUlhintt TU kiU 
^UmJ and immediately fiseb for the 
Juufe whieh he earned in hid pocket. 
£Be companion happening to be 
awake, and observing what passed, 
leaped from the bed. Being secuie 
fipom danger, and the moon shining 
into the room, he stood to view the 
event; whoti, to his inexpressible 
surprise the infatuated sportsman 
gave several deadly stabs in the very 
place where a moment before the 
thrpat and the life of his friend lay. 
This I mention as a proof that no> 
Ihin^ hinders ub, even nom beii^ as- 
sassms of others^ or murderers ofour- 
selves, amidst the mad sallies of sleep, 
only the preventing care of our hea- 
venly Father." 



THE UNHAPPY QUARREL. 

EpiPHANius relates, that Milesius 
and Peter, bbhojps of Alexandria, 
both confossors of the orthodox reU- 
cion, and both condemned to suffer, 
beinff together in prison, upon a 
■maU dinerence fell into so great a 
ifispute, that they drew a partition be- 
tween each other in the prison, and 
would not hold commumon in the 
same worship of Christ, for which, 
notwithstanding, thej bpth suffered. 
How lamentable is it, when Chris- 
tians a^ree in the grand and essen- 
tial pomts, they should dispute and 
uuarrel so much with each other about 
tilings of minor importance ! 



THE THREE QUESTIONS. 

Paul directs Christians to eram- 
incthemselves whether they be in the 
iaith,. and to prove their ownselves, 
to know whether or not they are le- 
{vobates. 

The precept is double, to show the 
necessity ana difficulty of the work ; 
lo show that it is not a superficial, but 
■eiious examination which will ena- 
ble a man to know whether he hath 
fidth or not. Climacus reports that 
the ancients used to keep, in a little 
book, a memorial of what they did 
Ruling the day% But oh! how few 



there are in these times that keep a 
diary of Grod's ^mercies, of spiritual' 
experiences^ and of their own infirmi- 
ties ! Seneca menfions a heathen, 
who every ni^Hbt asked himself three 
questions: What evil hast thou 
cured this dav? What vice hast 
thou withstood this day? In what 
respect art thou made better this day 1 
And shall not Chtiatians take pams 
to find out what God hath done, an! 
is doing in their hearts'! Strict self^ 
examination is the way to put an end 
to all your wranglinss, and to put 
youl in possession of a heaven on 
eartl^ 

THE Quaker's watch. 
A PERSON of the denomination of 
Gtuakers, once took his watch to thfe 
nmker, with the following words :-^ 
" Friend, I have once more brought 
mj erroneous watch, which vrants thy 
friendly care and protection : the last 
time he was at thy school, he was no 
wi^s benefitted by thy instruction. 
I find, by the inctex of his tongue, 
that he tells false, and that his mo- 
tions are waving and unsettled, which 
makes me believe he b not right in 
the inward man; I mean the main 
spring. I would have thee improve 
him, with thy adjusting tool of truth, 
diat if possible, thou mayest drive 
him from the enOr of his ways. 
Imagining his body to be foul, and 
the whole mass corrupted, purge him 
with thy cleannng stick, from all pcd- 
lution, so that he may vibrate and 
circulate according to truth. I will 
board him with thee a few days, and 
pay thee when thou requirest it In 
thy late bill, thou chargest me with 
the one eighth of a pound sterling, 
which I wul pay thee also. Friend, 
when thou conectest him, do it wiUi- 
out passi<m; lest, by severity, thou 
drivest him to destruction. I would 
have thee let him visit the sun's mo- 
tion, and leam him his true calcul»> 
tion table, and equation ; and when 
thou findest him conformable to thai, 
send him home with a just bill of 
moderation, and it shall he faithioUy 
lemitted tothee by thy true firiend.'' . 
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TION. 

Dr. QROSTsyoR's first wife was 
a moot devout and amiable woman; 
the Sunday after her death, the doc- 
tor expressed himaelffrom thepulpit, 
an the following mannrr r—I have 
^\ an irrepanhle loss, and no man 
can feel a loss of ^^ consoquenee 
more sensibi/ than myself; but the 
cross of a dying Jesus is my support 
I fly £rom oju death for refuge to ano- 
ther." How much superior was tha 
isfuge and happiness of the Christian 
divine to those of the heathen phi- 
losopher, Plin^f the younger, who 
ssys that, in similar .oistreBS, study 
-was his 
mitaie 



neglect ytourtaniMM, Mwr I 
itAfigenUy." The ^Iffiearwiia aitai^ 
Qed,andse«ned1obe«Htisfiid. Hera 
wa setftliaeicallRiey of nMlvelijDrioiii 
it teachea wto duny all migodhneaa, 
and to Kvo'soberly, rightMody, and 
godly in this pnMit woiid. Bro w 
iy, d&ligeiioe, aobrie^, qatatnesB, mm 
among its hap|iy fruitB. Ila warn 
are ways of piaMailtiMM and patfaa 
of peace. 

JReUgion valued, 

JBllan lejMirts of one NioMtratos^ 
thatbein|a ikilful aitifleer, and find- 
ing a cnnoos fieoo of aft, he Was*ao 
much taken <#ith it that a apMtator, 
behMdinghim v€tf intbut in viewing 



only «Brf! *a^ et injlr- S^^.^^^ ".^^ Sii wh5 
V*!~_!'.r^™ '"T!!?' Pleasuw he coulS take in fitting » 



quonmdam aero etiwui morUt turAo- 
hUf ad vnicum deloris tevametUum 
studiacoi^vgio. Lib. viii. lgp» 19. 

BEUOION. 

Thekg is, says fiishop Tayldr, an 
niiiversal crust of hypocrisy, that co- 
f«fs the ikeeof the greatest pert- of 
nankind ; but'trtie icHgion is open 
in its artidea, 'honest in its proaecu- 
Ikms, just in its conduct, mnocent 
irhen it is aocnsed, ignorant of ^ae- 
hood, sare in its truth, simple in its 

Swings, and, (as Julius GapitoUnus 
d of the emperor Verus) it is mo- 
Tvmi simpliiiwm^ et qrjue adutnbntre 



{Measure ne coma taKc-m gating 
ong upon aoch an object; He an- 
swered, "'Hadst4hoa myegrea,thon 
wouddstbeaamuch ravisbed aa Xam.*' 
So may wa em of carnal paiaons': — 
had they the hearts and dispositions 
of believem, they would be as much 
delighted with ail means of commu* 
nion with God, as they ar& and ae- 
count that t?ietr privile^ which now 
they esteem tbsir vexation. 

Religion not a mere external 
Ceremony* 

" Labour,** says Mr. Jackson, in 
the Morning Exerdses, " to know 
land understand well, and often 



mihU poeiit. it covers indeed a mul- 1 member, wherein -consists the life of 
-tilude of ains, by curing them, and true and real rdigion. There arc so 



obtaining pardon for them ; but it can 
■diasembw nothing of itself : it cannot 
tell or do a lie ; but it can become a 
■aacriilce : a good man can quit his 
^tile, but never his integrity. 
. Some time ago, a soldier was 
Inought under eoncem for the inter- 
est of his' soul, and becoming viaibly 
valkioQs, met with no little niKng 
ftma f¥om^ his comrades and officers. 
He was the> servant of one of the'htt- 
•fsr. At length his master asked 
turn, — " Richard, what good has your 
lelieieti done y^u^' The adUier 
anade this discreet ahswer : ** Sir, 
iMfore 1 was religious, I used to get 
drank; iMMrlftm aoib«r. 1 «Md to 



many things in the world that pretend 
to be religion, yet less deserve that 
name than the picture of a man, de- 
serves the name of a man, that it is 
an easy mistake to nourish an enemy 
to religion, instead of religion, unless 
vre be serious and cautious^ and more 
apt to .regard the characters which 
the Scriptures give of real religion, 
than has^ to take up the fbrms and 
landes of men instead of religion. I 
have read of a French lady, who ob- 
serving the glorious pomp and splen- 
dour of a«popish|mx^ion, cried out, 
How fine a reKgion is ours in com- 
parison of the Hugonots ! A speedi 
itdtingher age irnd quality) bttt in- 
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deed if lelig^ ^ cmuut in fluch 
IhingB^ the qu««tbn i have in hand 
Would M to' the ground, for there 
could then be no exeiciae of religion 
among those who would not admit of 
rach pompous wilemnities." 



JReliffion, Effect tf. 



At 



^ in Yorluhire, after a 

handsome coUectkm on the preceding 
evening had been made for the Mis- 
sionary Society, a poor man, whose 
wagesare about twenty-eight shillings 
per week, brought the next morning, 
at break&st-tiiTO, a donatbn of twen- 
ty guineas. The firiends hesitated to 
Rceive it ; doubting whe^r it was 
consistent with duty to his fiunily and 
the world to contribute such a sum : 
when he answered to the following 
effect: — "Before I knew the grace 
of our Lord, I was a poor drunlard. 
I never could save a shilling. My 
fiunHj were in beggary and rags ; — 
but smce it has pleased God to renew 
me by his mce, we have been indus- 
trious and mi|ral ; we have not spent 
many idle shillings : and .we have 
been enabled to nut something hito 
the bank ; and tbis I freely oner to 
the blessed cause of our Lord and 
Saviour.** This was the second do- 
nation of this same poor man, to the 
same amount! 

Advantages qf Religion, 

Treedom and felicity are insepara- 
ble: servitude is the fatal concomitant 
of vice. Whenaphilosopher was ask- 
ed what advantage he obtained t>y the 
study of philosophy, he replied, this 
among others, tnat if all the laws 
were cancelled, a philosopher would 
five as uniformly, according to the 
rules of decency and honei^, as be- 
fore. Of the real Christian, it may 
be truly said, that were he destitute of 
the restraint of penal laws, he would, 
both from choice and judgment, be 
holy in all manner of oanversation 
«nd godliness. 

Tfis tnUk iffReUgvm jrroted by its 
JSlfects, 

t The Romans had a hw, that every 
^ Vol, a. ' 



one should, wherever he went, wear * 
a badge of his trade in his hat, or 
outward vestment, that he might be 
known. ^ Thus the Christian is never 
to lay aside the badge of his holy pn>- 
fessbn ; but to let ms light shine and 
adorn the doctrines of God lus Saviour 
in all things, 

BEPfiNTANCE. 

Repentance is absolutely essen^ 
tial to the Christian character. Uenoe 
Tertullian said, " I am bom for no- 
thin^r but repentance.^' Yet he is 
certainly the happiest man whose life 
has not been stained with enormous 
crimes. To make work for repen- 
tance, to use a common expressioui 
is not to be commended, however safe 
we may be at last And therefore 
Demosthenes acted vrisely, who^ when 
tempted to unlawfid pleasures^ and 
finding the price was no less than 
three hundred pounclli of British mo- 
ney, said that he would not buy a re- 
Sentance at so dear a price. Alas ! 
ow many act a contrary part to the 
orator ; and by their prodigality, and 
love of the world, lay a foundatiflya 
for bitter remorse ana heavy su^er- 

ingj 

The Emperor Si^^und . having 
made fiiir promises, in a sore fit m 
sickness, or ammdment of life, asked 
Theodoricus, archbishop of Collon, 
how he might know whether his re- 
pentance was sincere, who replied, — 
" If you are as careful to penorm in 
your nealth, as you are rorward to 
promise in 3^ur sickness, you may 
safely draw that inference." 

Though true repentance be never 
too late, yet late repentance b sddom 
true. Millions are now in hell, who 
have pleased themselves with the 
thoughts of after-repentance. The 
Lord hath made a promise to late re- 
pentance ; but where hath he made a 
promise qf late repentance 1 Yea, 
what can be more just and equal, than 
that such ■ should seek and not find, 
who might have found but would not 
tetk ; and that he should shut his 
ears against their late jprayers, who 
have stopt their ean against his eaily 
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odbf The indtot inrnan wouU 
)iot iceeM an old man into tbeir u- 
mr. as Dabg uniH for aervloe ; and 
dMt thoQ think God will atte^ of thy 
dfT booea, when Satan hath aneked 
Mt all tha narrow 7 What lord, 
what master, would take anch into 
their aenrice, aa hafe all their days 
verged their enemies ; and is it rea- 
«nnhie to expect that Grod shonld do 
it 1 The Ciieassians, akind of mon- 
ml Christians, ue said to divide 
*tteir life between sin and deiretion, 
dedicating their yoadi to rapine and 
tfa^ eUage to Tspentanee; if this 
be thy ease, reader, I would not be in 
thy place for ten thMsand worids I 

1 hiTe read of a eektain neat man, 
that wiM admonished in ms siekness 
to repent: hot he refused to do It yet ; 
1^ if he should recover, Ins eompa- 
moMWoald laugh at him ; but grow- 
ing worse imd worse in point of 
health, his friends piesaed bun again 
to repent, but he then told them it 
^WBs too late, QiU jam judicahu 
§um et eondemndiu9 ; '* for now," 
•aid he, "I am judgedand condemn- 
ed." 



BETRSAT Dta^A^VDf AND PfiRSB- 
TERANCB ENCOURAGED. 

GONBALTO. protested to his soldieriL 
ahowing them Naples, that he had 
rather die one foot forwards, than 
have his life secured by one foot of re* 
treat. ^ Shall such a man as I am, 
flee 1" said the undaui^ted Nehemiah. 
Ha will couraseously venture life and 
limb, rather tnan by one foot of re- 
. treat, discredit his profession with the 
reproach of foarfulness. It was a 
brave and magnanimous speech of 
Luther, when dangers from op^osers 
thrrateoed him and his associates; 
*' Come," said hcL " let us sing the 
46th Psal^and let them do their 
worst." When Polycamwas four- 
score and six years old, ne sufiered 
martyrdom courageously, resolutely 
and undauntedly. When one of the 
andent inai^vTs was very, much 
threatened by his persecutors, he ris- 
pUed, ('There is noUiiqg of things 



visihie that I ietrt I wiU stand to 
my profession of the nsme of Christ, 
and contend earnestly for the feith 
onee defiversd to aamlB eaimt aa 
what wUL' 

BETIKEHENT. 

RsTiRBMENT is assoredly fevooni' 
Ue to the advancement of the bat 
ends of our being. There the aool 
has freer means of examining intoltn 
own state and its dependence npon 
God. It has moie unobatrncted lei- 
sore for enjoying with its Make^ 
oommonion, sweet communion, larflBi 
andhi^ U has ampler means far 
reiterating ihe oonsecneation of ite 
powers and fecuhiesto Him who gave 
them, than it could easily find in those 
broken snatches and uncertain inter- 
vals which busier scenes afford. BoC 
then we must be farootfht into a state 
and condition to reap benefit from re- 
treat. The paralytic might as rea- 
sonably expect to remove his disease, 
by changing his positioD, as the dia- 
oontented to aUay the unruly motions 
of a distempered mind, merely by 
retiring into the country. 

A great statesman, whom many of 
us remember, after having long mled 
a high official situation with nonoar 
and ability, b^gan et length imps' 
tiently to look forward to the happy 
period when he should be exonerated 
from the toils of office. He patheti- 
cally lamented the inoeasant interrup- 
tions which distracted him even m 
the intervals of public busineas. He 
repeatedly expeiaeed to a friend how 
aidently he longed to be dischaised 
from the oppressive weight of nis 
situation, and to consecrate his re- 
maining days to repose and literature. 
At length, one of those revolutioiis 
in party, which so many desire, and 
by which so few ai^ satisfied, taiBS- 
fened him to the scene of his wishes. 
He ilew to his ri^ral seat) but he soon 
found that the sources to which he 
had so long looked, feiled m their 
power of conferring the promised en- 
joyment; fa|s«mpMpaiEkyieldcNlhhn 
no gratiiScation, but what it had 
yielM him in toSKn, withont th&pre- 
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■ent dnwback ; theie be bad partK- 
ken of its vetiiaon, witbout tbe iiiciim- 
brahce of its soUtotte. His lumia- 
diyads, having no dispatches topresent 
and no votes to offer, soon grew insi- 
|nd. Tbe stiUness of retreat became 
insupportable; and hefhinkly declar- 
ed to tbe friend above aUqded to, 
that such was to him the blank of 
life, that the only leUef he ever felt, 
was to bear a rap at the door. Thouffh 
he had before guidly snatched the ut- 
ile leisure of a hurried life for read- 
ing, yet when lilb became all leisure, 
boScs had lost their power to interest 
Study could not fill a mind long kept 
4>n the stretch by great concerns, m 
which he himself liad been a prime 
mover. The history of other times 
€Ould not animate a spirit habitually 
quickened by a strong personal in- 
terest in actual events. There is a 
quality in our nature strongly indica- 
tive, that we were formed for active 
and useful purposes. These, though 
of a cabner kmd, may be ttill pur- 
sued in retirement under the influ- 
ence of tbe holy principle, powerfbl 
enough to fiU the neart which fimcies 
itself emptied of the world. Religion 
18 that motive yet auieting prin- 
ople, which alone deuivers a man 
jTom perturbation in the world and 
inanity in retirement ; without it, he 
wiU in one case be hurried into im- 
petuosity, or in the other be sunk 
wio stagnation. But religion long 
n^Iected, ''will not come when you 
do call for it." Perhaps the noble 
person did not calL 

REPROOF. 

Few things are, as one observes, 
inore difficult than to administer re- 
proof properly; but while the pvofes- 
fled servants of God sometimes need 
ieproo^ the ayowed servants of Sa- 
tan need it much more frequently, 
«nd on different grounds. One day, 
a person being in the room of a poor 
aged Chrbtiui woman, and lament- 
ing a want of fiminess to reprove the 
abandoned when travelling, sjid, as 
an excuse, bavingreoourse to that pas- 
Mge, "Cfive not that which is holy 




unto the dogs, neither cast yoor 
pearls befbreswine," she seriously and 
nastily replied, "O, sir! keen and 
just reproofe are no pearls ; were yoa 
to talk to a wicked coachman respect- 
ing the bve of Grod shed abroad in 
the heart by the Holy Ghost, and tbe 
pleasures of communion with GK)d, 
you would cast pearls before swine, 
but not in reproving sin." 

THE ROBBER DISARMED FT CHARITlT. 

A PIOUS hidy of Montpelire, who 
devoted the greater part of her pro- 
perty to the relief of objects in dis- 
tress, one day passins through a little 
wood, accompanied by her servant, 
was stopped by a man who presented 
a pistol to her, demanding her money 
or her life. The good laSy, without 
being terrified, looked on him with 
an air of kindness, and said, '< Aht 
my friend, jrou must be reduced to 
extremity, since you are determined 
to take a part which both draws on 
you the wrath of God, and exposea 
you continually to all the rigours of 
human justice. I wish I had where- 
with to supply your wants, and ex- 
tricate you from the dangerous sitUAi^ 
tion in which you are ; but I haye^ 
alas! only eighteen fiancs, which 
I have taken for my ioumey, and I 
offer you them with all my heart.'' 

The highwayman, looking upon 
her attentively, before he womd takft ' 
the money, vnshed to know who she 
was; and when she told hiiD» 
" Wretch that I am," said he, throw- 
ing himself at her feet, " { have many 
times experienced your boun^, and 
have never been denied relief when 
I have sought it of you ; and I was 
now upon the point of injuring yoa I 
Ah ! believe me, niy good lady, I did 
not know you, or I sEould not have 
molested you; for thoush I have ^ 
given but too great a proof that I am 
a robber, yet 1 am not a monster,—^ 
which I must be to ii\jure a person 
so charitable as you are. Go on, then i 
keep your money, and I will myself 
escort you out of the wood ; and if 
any one come to attack you, I will 

od yon at the haz^ of mjUkJ^ 
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The lady wu exoeediiiglj aflfectod, 
and endeavoured to represent to him 
hie danger, and to nige motives of 
honour and religion to induce him 
to quit so dreadful a way of life ; and 
promiBuig to do more for him another 
time, she again offered the oghteen 
fraocs ; butknowing that she wanted 
them for her journey, he would not 
aooept them ; till at last she prevailed 
on him to take nine of them, which 
■he threw to him on going out of the 
wood. 

DIVINE BEAUTIES NEGLECTED. 
' How many, like Felix, tremble, 
and are affected while hearing the 
word, but soon neglect or forget what 
they hearl '*I have somewhere," 
says one, "read of an excellent 
preacher, who described the awfiil 
solemnities of the final judgment with 
such pathetic strains of eloquence, 
and in a manner so moving, that some 
of his audience burst forUi into loud 
exclamations, as if the Judge himself 
had appeared, announolng the deci- 
sive sentence. In the he&ht of the 
commotion, the preacher bade them 
restrain their tears and cries, for he 
had one thing more to add, the most 
astonishing of tSL It was this ; that 
within a quarter of an hour, the im- 
pression of those great events which 
they now felt, would vanish, and 
they would return home unaffected 
by them to those sensible objects that 
commonly engrossed their attention." 
Alas ! this is too frequently the case ; 
and that even vrith the best " My 
soul," Baid David, "deaveth unto the 
dust;" we may therefore vrell add, 
" quicken thou me according to thy 

word." 

«>'■■ 

CLERICAL RB8IDEN0E. 

Clerical residence is certainly 
the grand turning point of clerical 
usefiunesa. Without residing u]^n 
{lis cure of souls, the best man livmg 
cannot do his duty. The question 
once asked by the brethren of David 
may be fiiirly put to the conscience <^ 
#ver^ non-resident dergyman, — 
'*Witti whom hast thou teft those 



few sheep in the wilderness T' It 
vnll not be denied, that the most 
solenm oaths have been taken, and 
the most sacred promises made ; and 
yet the •minister of GKkI, the very 
character who should be ready to ex- 
plain the nature of an oath, and 
show the tendency of a promise to 
others, is breaking these enga^ 
ments himself. The lamp which 
should illumine the sanctuary, is 
rarely seen within its walls. To 
compare great thinffs vnth small : as 
a country squire, f keep a flock of 
sheep ; no matter whether the Meri* 
no or the South Down. I am cu- 
rious in my wool, and pride myself 
upon my superior mutton. My 
shepherd once said to me, 'Please 
your honour, I can have a cottage, 
with a nice bit of garden, in the next 
village ; I will be sure to come early, 
and go home late ; may I live there T 
* Certainly not, my good man,' said 
I, ' if you wish to continue in my ser- 
vice. I will give you a small cottage 
in my own field ; but you want a 
garden : if the place smts you, live 
in it ; but if no^ leave the employ- 
ment and choose for yourself* Now, 
sir, ii my shepherd must be on the 
spot, to attena to his sheep, to watch 
over them, to administer medicine, to 
enlarge the fold, and change thepia- 
ture— how much more in a spintuai 
sense? Our Lord is said to have 
had compassion on the multitude^ 
because toey were as sheep having 
no shepherd. I fear that there are 
many such multitudes in the present 
day. 

SAYINGS OF THE MARTYRS PREVI- 
OUS TO THEIR EXECUTIONS. 

Dr. Huss, when the chain was 
put about him at the stake, said with 
a smiling countenance, ''My Lord 
Jesus Christ was bound with a hard* 
er chain than this for my sake ; and 
why should I be ashamed of tUs old 
rusty one T' 

Jerom of Pngue, observing flie 
executioners about to set fire to the 
wood behind his back, cried oot^ 
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lift 



^Bring thy tank IriAeri i^ffoim 
thy office befcnre mv fiioe. Hid I 
IfMured death I noiight have avoided it'' 
John Lambert, imit befine he ex- 
piied, lifted up sucn hands as he had, 
all flaming with fixe, and cried out to 



to suffer a most ynlib death 190a thi» 
cfossforme?" 



ArchbMu^ Cmuner, who signal 

the popish tenets onl^r thioi^ itei- 

of death, at his execution sau^ " Thisc 

is the hand that wrote^ and liiBiefoia 

the people with his dyii^ voice in i it shall fixst suffer punishment^''- Fiis- 

these words, "None but C&ist I none being applied to hinit he stietched< 



butChiist!" 

Geoiffe Wishart, at the stake, said, 
" This fire torments my bodyi but no 
whit abates my spirits." 
. Laurenoe Sandeis, when he came 
to the place of executioiL M to the 
ground and prayed ; and then arose 
and took the sUdiLO in his anns to 
wUch he was to be chained, and 
kissed it, saying, "Welcome the 
cross of Christ f welcomeeverlastiqg 
life!" 

Robert Feimr said, (after a peison 
liad been talking to him of the seve- 
nty and pdnliiuiess of the kind of 
death which he was to undeMo) "If 
you see me once to stir, while I siijfo 
thejiaitts of buniing, then, give op 
«iemt to tiie truth ef those doctnnea 
Ibr which I die;" and by the grace 
of God he was enabled to make good 
this assertion. 

John Bradford tanking his ftce to 
Jchn hni, a young man about twen* 
Igr years old, who sofieied with him» 
Mid, "Be of good comfort, brother,, 
lor we shall sup with the Loid this 
night :" he then anbraced the leedsi 
ABi repeated the Hh ch. Matt,, 13th 



BishoD Latimer, at hb eaocntion^ 
aiod to. BishoBjRidley, who suffered 
with him, " Woshall thw day, bro- 
ther, licht such a candle jm England 
as shaUnever be put out I" 

Binhi^ Ridley said to the smilbi as 
lie was knocking in the staple whic^ 
held the. ehaiix "Good man, hnosk 
it in hard;, ftrUie fleah wiU h»f» Us 
oourse>" 

John FhilwHv when he waacosie 
into SmiMifield, kneeled dbWA Wii 
said, "I wUl pay mnr vows in thee,, 

Smi^hfieldl" Being come to tho 
stake, he kissed it, and said, "l^hall 

1 disdain, to sotfer at this steke, when 
mj l<0rd ttlid Santas- lefiisod, not 



out his right hand into the flame till 
it was consumed, crym^witi^ a loud' 
voice, "This hand hath 



th 



and often repeating, ^^ This unworthy 
right hand f ^ 

That was a Christiaa expsessioi^ 
of one of the martyrs to his peiseca^ 
tors-^" You take a lift from ma thai. 
I cannot keep, and bestow a Hfe wponk 
me that J cannot kMe, which is as if' 
yoii should lob me cf countezs vad^ 
furnish me with gold." 

Ignatius, ibahis Epsstleto tte psi^- 
secutorsof die duuefa, ^oried, say* 
ing, ^The wild beasts may giindme^ 
as com between their teeth,, but I 
shall bv that become as choiBe biMMl' 
in the hand of n^ God.'^ 

It is reported ai Hooper, the nais 
tjrr, that when he was going to suffinr^ 
a certain ipenoa addrossed him, say-^. 
ing^ " O sir,, take care of yoursei^ 
for life is sweet and death is bitter.'^ 
" Ah, I know that," replied he I: "^bot^ 
the lift to coma is full of more sweet-- 
ness than this mortal lift }^ andt tha. 
death tacome is ftiU of more kittesK 
ness than this uncommon death.^' 

When Herod and Nioe^ attempts 
ed to turn Poljpeasp ^m the f&iHii^ 
by kudnuatiag that there was m^ 
evil lb calling Caesar lord, and^ii^iw^ 
ing sawifices to him, he replied,, that: 
he had served Jesus Ghi^ ftt maiqr- 
years, and had always found hknft. 
good master; that he- should ihens-- 
rare submit himself toallthetOBtuzM. 
thfl^shoukl inflkst, rathet'thaa>deny 
him ^ and when he waa tiiimteneis 
to be bumt, he Bsplied to the pvwon- 
sul, ^Thou tlosatenest ins v^ a 
fire that bums ftr auvhour; and then 
diss, but art ignorant of thn fire of^ 
the future ju^^^menti and eternal 
damnation reserved finr the ungodly^ 
But why do you make delays.? Or... 
lira what punishment you think f^*^ 
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It IS recorded conoeming (me of 
the mAityTB, that when he vtbb going 
to the stake, a nobleman besought 
him in a compassionate manner to 
ia^p care of his soul ;— *< So I wiU/' 
he re|^, '< finr I give my body to be 
burnt rather ^lao have my soul de- 
filed.'* 



SABBA.TH DAT. 

A TOENG man who had been em- 
ployed in a gentleman's garden in 
Suffolk, had a strong inclination to 
tiy his fortune near the metropolis. 
Accordingly he came to London, and 
soon got mto a situation at the west 
end oc the town, where he, in a few 
years, acquired so much property 
that be took some ground and enter- 
ed into business fi)r himsel£ Hehad 
been brought up in a religious man- 
ner, and m the strict observance of 
the sabbath ; but the love of the 
world now so fiir got the ascendency 
as to induce him to violate that sa- 
cred day, by selling various articles 
which his garden produced. Provi- 
dBUce, however, frowned upon him, 
80 that his prospects of great gain 
proved delusive. Bjr some unac- 
countable means, he feited of success 
in all his schemes, and in a short 
time became a bankrupt His sister, 
a pious young woman, who kept his 
house, told hmi her amnehensionB, 
^t the cause of his mismrtunes was 
the profanation of the sabbath,^ and 
strongly urged him to bisgin business 
again upon a small scale, ofifenng to 
lend him all she had (which was but 
thirty shillings) to buy a few neces- 
sary articles, upon this condition, 
that he should sell nothing on the 
Load's Day, but to devote it wholly 
to religion ; in which case, she told 
hknlie n^t hope for a divine bless- 
ing. He agreed to take her advice ; 
aM he S009 experienced the wisdom 
of it ; lor he qiucUy began to find 
]^ business wonderfully to prosper ; 
and^ in a few yean, rose to such af- 
fiuenoe as to purchase the ground he 
^b&red ; and to be able to oommu- 
m^ laiioly of his substanse^J^r 



the honoui of God, and finr the good 
of many. 

The Sabbath observed ; or. Nothings 
got by Sinning. 

Many weU-disposed people are un- 
dor strong temptations to neglect the 
due observation of the sabbeth day. 
A large fiunily, the litUe time they 
have to spare cm tlie week-days, the 
poverty ra their cireumstances, ail 
opemte as {xmerful incentives to ap- 
propriate this day to affidm which aro 
not lawful, forgetting that they who 
serve Qod have too good a master to 
leave them to want and VTietohedness. 
** I romonstrated," says one, '< with a 
poor old woman who kent open her 
shop on Sundays} I haa reason to 
believe she was pbus, though guihy 
of this sin. -She acknowledged it was 
vTTOng, and that oonsdence often w- 
provraher, but pleaded that she was 
a poor infirm old widow, without any 
support excepting that which she de- 
rived firom her iQiopjthat her bui^ 
ness on the week days would not 
mumtnifi her; and that she took as 
much money on the sabbath as on the 
other six days together. I told her 
nothmg was sained.by sin, nor any 
thing lost by obedience ; that ^e had 
trusted God with her eternal con- 
cerns, and surely might trust him 
with her t«nporal ; ai£[ tiiat he had 
promised to provide for his people; 
but, by breaking the sabbath, she took 
her anairs out of his hands ; no won- 
der therefore if she suffered disbrees. 
She acknowledged the truth of my 
remarks, and determined to shut tiie 
shop on the tiord's Day, vrhich she 
accordingly did. Some time after- 
wards, I asked her whether she was 
poorer once she left off selling on 
Sundays. ' No^' said she, ^Godhas 
diown me, blessed be his holy name! 
that he can provide for me abundant 
ly :— there is noffiing got by tinr 
ning f " 



8ANCTIFICATI0N. 

A FRIEND of Archlnshop Usher 
repeatedly urged him to vrrite hia^ 
t^^ughts gn sfkncdficatiKHii M^hich 9i 
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fength he enjpm^ to do ; but a oon- 
vklerable^ time elapong, the perform- 
Bnoe of his piomifle wtm importunate- 
-ly daimed. The bishop replied to 
thispurpoie :^" I have not written, 
wad yet I cannot charge myself with 
a breach of piomise ; for 1 began to 
"^^nnte, but when I came to treat of the 
new creature which Grod formeth by 
his Spirit in erery regenerate soul, 1 
found so little or it wrou{[ht in my- 
self, that I could speak of it only as 
narrots, or by rote, without the know- 
ledge of what I miffht have express- 
ed, and therefore I aunt not presume 
to proceed any further upon it" 
Upon this his friend stood amazed, 
to near such a humble confesdon from 
80 giadous, holy, and eminent a per- 
son. The bishop then added, " I 
must tell you, we do not weD under- 
stand what sanetifieation and the new 
creature are. It is no less than for 
a man to be brought to an entire re- 
ngnation of his own will to the will 
of God, and to live in the offering up 
of his soul continually in the flunes 
of love as a whole burnt offering to 
Olurist; and oh! how many virbo pro- 
fess Christianity are unacquainted ex- 
perimentally with this great work up- 
on their souls !" 



80RIPT0RE8. 

Luther said he would not take all 
the world for one leaf of the bible. 
" To apply ourselves to the vmtings 
of the wisest heathens,^ says ur. 
Bates, '* in order to our happiness, 
and to neglect the Scriptures, is to be 

'*' of worse folly than the barba- 
rous Indians at Mexico, who, thoush 
their woods abounded with wax, the 
labour of the bees, yet only made use 
of brands that afforded a little light 
with a great deal of smoke." 

The sacred omdea are not only the 
fountainsof troth; but in them we 
disoover the paUiof life. The know- 
ledge and praetiofc of these form the 
true Ghrislian ; and such, in the last 
day, who have known and kept the 
woro of Gbd, shall eseine that pun- 
ishment to which they sLgJl be expo^ 
9fA ^hfihfiw O0|;leeted and ~ 



it In the Peloponnesian war, when 
the Athenian army was defeated in 
Sicily, and the prisoners were order- 
ed to be put to death, such (^them as 
could repeat any verses of Euripides 
were saved, out of respect to that po- 
et, who was a citizen of Athens. So 
shall they be delivered from punish- 
ment who have hid Gkid's word in 
their hearts ; and made it the con- 
stant rule of their lives ; and that for 
hit sake, and through Him who was 
delivered for our onences and raised 
again for our justification. 

Search then diligently the word of 
eternal Ufe, enrich and ennoble as it 
is wi^ the chain, and the accomplish- 
ment of its prophecies, — with the 
spl«ulour of its miractes ; with the at- 
testation of its mar^s; the consis- 
tency of its doctrines ; the importanoe 
of its fects ; the plenitude of its pre- 
cepts; the treasury of its pnHuises ; 
the irradiations of the Spirit ; the 
abundance of its oonaolatione ; the 
peace it bestows ; the blessedness it 
announces ; the proportion of its 
parts ; the symmetry of the whole ; 
altogether presenting such a fund of 
instruction to the mind, of light to 
the path, of document to the conduct| 
of satisfikction to the heart, as demon-' 
straUy prove it to be the instrument 
of God ibr the salvation of man. 

SCRUPLES SOMETIMES UNNECESSARY. 

" Unto the pure," says the apostle 
to Titus, " all things are puie.*'^ 

'* I recollect the sense,'^ says Sau- 
rin, "which a celebrated bishop in 
the Isle of Cyprus gave these wordi 
in the first a^ or the church. I 
speak of Spindion. A traveller ex- 
hausted with the fetigue of his jour- 
ney waited up<^ him on a day which 
the church had set apart for festing. 
Spiridion instantly ordered some re-> 
freidiment for him, and invited him, 
by his own example,^ to eat " No, I 
must not eat,'* said the stranger, 
"because I am a Christian.'' *'ApA 
because you are a Christian," replied 
the bishop to bun, " you may eat 
without scruple, ajjfreeably to the do^ 
CB«on. of an apofltfe, unto the pii^ 
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all thing* 9fe fntmi* We otnnot 
be iffnomit of the shemeiul ahiue 
whkA some have made of this maxim. 
We know some have extended it 
even to the most essential articles of 
positive law, which no one can viirfate 
without sin. We know particalarly 
the insolence with which some plaee 
themsehres in the list of those purs 
persons of whom the apostle speaks, 
•ithouffh their gioss iffnoianoe and 
novel dignity may jnstnr plaoe thein 
in the opposite dass. But the abuae 
of a maxim oujght notto prevent the 
lawful use of it There aie some 
things wUch aie criminal or lawful 
acoofding to the dc^giee of knowledge 
and hohneas of hun who perfimns 
them. Untothe pure aUthinga art 
pure. Would you then knowJbow 
fiir to cany your acni]des in le^id 
to some steps 1 Examine sinonely 
and with rsctitude to what degree yon 
are pure in this respect. I mean, ex- 
amine sincerely and uprightly, whe- 
ther you be so ikr advuioed in Chris- 
tianity, as not to endanger yoor&ith 
and holiness by this st^*. 



to 



pnt The sick man kefit 
poasession, and daimed the benefit oif 
the law I but it was agreed that the 
sidL man was not withm the 



of the law; for the reason of makinf 
it was to give encoun^gement to such 
as should venture their fives to save 
the vessel; but this was a merit 
which he could never pretend to^ who 
neither staid in the ship i^xm that ac- 
count, nor oontributea any thing to 
its preservation. "Many persoius^ 
aaone observes, "areintheconditioa. 
of thu man ; though decent in their 
conduct yet they can claim nothing 
under Christianity aa a law, because 
they never acted on the reason of it.** 



THE UNFHOnTABLB SERYANT. 

** Know ye not," saith the apostle, 
'* that the unrighteoos cannot inherit 
the kmfldcm of Gk)d r' This is an 
awfid dedaralion ; but there is an- 
other class, who though not fimnd 
among the profligate part of mankind, 
yet may be justty stvled unjnofltable 
servants. Birth and educatbn, con- 
stitution and connection, necanity of 
character and love of gain, and many 
anch things, are suffiaent to produce 
a worldly decency of living.. Now 
as thu cuisB do not act from princi- 
ples of religion, tiiey certainly have 
no light to the levrards of it There 
was a law in Rome, that those who in 
a storm fbrsook the ahip» ahould ipir- 
feit the mopeity therein ; and the 
ah^ and laduigsmmldbekmff entire- 
ly to tboae who staid in it Inad^n- 
gerous tenmest, allthemarinem for- 
sook the ahip, exoept only one eiek 
passenger, woo by reason of his dii- 
eaae, was unable to get out and ea- uumuu 
«^ SoithappeMtheehipcanelirpiri^ 



Faitl^uL Servants, 

Mycytheus was a servant of Anax-- 
alus, tyrant of Ahe^um. He waa 
entrusted with the care of the king- 
dom and di the children of the &^ 
ceased |»iBoe, -and he exercised his 
power with such fidelity and moden^ 
tion, that he acquired the esteem of 
all the citizens, and at last restored the> 
kingdom to hia master'a childreBu 
when come to years of maturity^ ana 
retired to peace and aolitude with «. 
small portion. 

Panopion, a Roman, was saved 
fiKNn death, by the uncommon fidelity 
of his servant When the aiwaiwinifc 
came to murder him, as being pro- 
sinribed, the servant ex<^anged domes; 
with hu master, and let him escape 
by the back-door. He afterwaida 
went into his master's bed, and su^ 
fered himself to be killed as if hft 
were Panopion himself 



Mrs. 



8ervtMt eotwerted. 

— — ^ would often ooik 



verse with her servants on the con> 
cems of their souls, and administer 
reproof with mfldnesc^ encourage- 
ment, or tenderness, as their stat^ 
rsquired. The servant liiang wi^ 
her at the time of her death, remaikeA 
with tears, '< That she little ihoughi 
when she entered the ftmily,:thather 
master wouM have proved ner spirii^ 
ual father, and her dear miulrow hM- 
iiqinB."bt]tsQitwaa. 
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800FFEBS REPROYED. 
A SCOFFING infidel of considentble 
abilities, being once in company with 
9. person of weak intellects^ but a 
real Christian; and supposing, no 
doubt, that he should obtain an easy 
triumph, and display his ungodly wit, 
put the following question to him : " I 
imderstand, sir, that you expect to 
go to heaven wh<?n you die ; can you 
tell me what' sort of a place heaven 
far' " Yes, sir," repUed the Christ- 
ian ; " Skaven ia a prepared place 
for a prepared people ; and if your 
soul is not prepared lor it, with all 
your boasted wisdom, you will never 
enter there." 

For vain ^;>plauae tnuugress not Scriptare 

rules: 
A witty sinner is the worst of fools. 

Another of the same insolent tribe, 
once accosted a poor but pious wo- 
man, by saying, " So, I find you are 
one of those fools who believe in the 
BiWe !"— " Yes," said she, " and with 
good reason, while so many infidels 
exist to prove the truth of its testi- 
mony, that in every age there vrUl 
be a generation qf fools like you to 
blaspheme itT 

Infidels pride themselves in appear- 
ing to be very witty at the expense of 
revelation. They are not, however, 
always successful in their attempts ; 
£>r the Scripture, which is adapted to 
every case, hath provided a shield 
which rebuts the pointed arrow of 
their inveterate enemies. 

The following is very laconic, but 
worthy to be observed: — A rake 
went into a church, and tried to de- 
eoy a girl by saying, " Why do you 
attend to such stuff as these Scrip- 
tures T'— " Because," said she, " they 
tell me that in the last dayB there 
shall come such scofiers as you!" 
Well said, truly!! 

"WORTH OP THE SOUL. 

The soul of man is of infinite va- 
lue; it is^avTfid to recollect th» state 
to which it is reduced by sin. Igno^ 
xaQt, depraved, lebeUioUs, it is exposed 
to tbe wrath of an offended Qod. It 
naji however, under the ^vine &p 



vouTp he reeoiferedj and he who ii 
the mstrument of its recovery may 
be considered' as having the mgheet 
honour conferred upon him. But 
how few are there who aie striving 
in this great work! persons ingene^ 
ra], feigetting all others, seem to live 
01^ for themselves. 

Seneca says, " I would so live as if 
I knew I received my beinff only for 
the benefit of others." And can any 
pleasure be equal to that of doing 
goodi When one was about to 
construct a lighthouse; he was asked, 
what was his object. "My object," 
said he, " b to give light and to save 
life." Thus should we aU shine as 
lights in the world, that we may be 
the instruments of saving souls-m>m 
death, and hiding a multitude of sins. 

" I never had a sight of my soul," 
says the emperor AureUus, " and yet 
I have a great value for it, because it 
is discoverable by its operatioiM ; and 
by my constant experience of the 
power of God, I have a proof of his 
being, and a reason for my venerakr 
tion? 

How just is it that the soul should 
have the pre-eminence in all respecto 
above the body. The one fa the 
fading offspring of the earth, the 
other of a heavenly extraction, and 
incorruptible in its nature. When 
Pherecides, the Assyrian, first taught 
among the Grecians the doctrine of 
the soul's- immortality, hfa discourse 
so prevailed on Pythagoras of Samos, 
that it changed him finom an athleta in- 
to a philosopher. He that before whol- 
ly attended upon hfa body to make it 
excel in strength or afihty, that he 
might contend victoriously in the 
Oljrmpic games, then made it hfa bu- 
siness to unprove and advance hfa 
soul in knowledge and virtue. And 
if the glimmering appearances of thfa 
great truth were so powerfiil upon 
him, how much more should the clear 
uid certain discoveries of it be opera- 
tive to make us chieflv regard the 
interest of our immortal part ! 

It was said of Caligula, nee servum 
mdioremf nee deteriorem Domi- 
num i while a subject none moro 
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obedient, but when Mkaneed to th« 
tfazone, hie beeame (he xepioMh of the 
empiie. andphnie of the 'world. So, 
while tne bod^ mya the waactity and 
sovereignty or the mkul, it ie an aw- 
All inetmineiil; bvl if it usuip the 
«ewenmient, the tpirit it depreeeed in 
the most ignominioiu captivity, and 
man becxma like the beaeta that 



The LoM <f the Sonl, 

: (< The vanity of the purehaee, and 
tbe valfie of the km," aajv Dr. Bates, 
"is such, that no man, consdoos of 
■Im immortality in the next state, but 
snust acknowledge that he is an infi- 
nite kwer, and ptedigious fiiol, that 
gains the woffia 1^ the kss of his 
eonl. It is said of die ancient Ger- 
mans, that in their inMnmezce with 
the Romans, receiving silver fixr their 
■amber, that has no virtue but to 
draw stnews to it, they were amazed 
atthepiiee. And certainly the great 
Hempter cannot but wimder at the 
ibohsh exchange that men make, in 
givinff their immortal souls to him fi)r 
perismng vanities; and having this 
scornful advantage will mnch more 

S braid them hereafter, than ever he 
ured them here." 

Hence it was a good saying of one 
to a great lord upon his snowmg him 
lus stately house and pleasant gar- 
dens ; " Sir, you had need make sure 
of heaven, or elie when you die, you 
wiU be a very good loser. * Yes, and 
" what shall it profit a man if he gain 
tihe whde wond and lose his own 
Aooir 

ANECDOTE OF SOCRATES. 

When the disdi^ of Socrates 
brought rich presents to him, as 
pvooft of their regard and affection, 
there was* one who said, " I am poor, 
•nd having no |iropefty, I give you 
All I have, I give myself iq> uiito 
yoaJ* SochLtes answered, " Tho« 
oouldflt not have bnnuHlit me a mote 
acceptable ^leaent. 1 receive this 
1^ and will lestow tiwe back to 
ityM^ better than when I ledaved 
mftr'* You eainiiet car)^ «ny offifb 



Sg; to Christ, so pleasing as yourself 
e is your sole master. Soccates 
was but as a climroering taper amidst 
surrounding darkness : CluriiBt is the 
great sun of righteousness. He wUl 
teach you free^ and save you fully. 
You must, however, give yourself to 
him, not for a few years onlyj but fi>r 
ever. If you continue in his word 
and keep his covenant now, you shall 
hereafter dwell in his immediate inre- 
sence^ in the mansions of unsullied 
gkwy. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTES. 

A PIOUS minister being called, a 
few years ago, to preach a sermon for 
the benefit of the Sunday school in 
Northamptonshire, was led in his dis- 
course to insist much on the neces- 
sity of being clothed with the Re- 
deemer's robe of righteousness, as the 
only means by wmch men could h& 
delivered firom all that misery which 
awaited them as sinful creatures. 
While he was thus speaking, a "Ho* 
lent storm of thunder and faghtning 
came on, accompanied with &il aiKl 
rain. The lightning struck a tree in 
the church-yard, shivered in pieces, 
and drove a pert of it through one 
of the church vrindovra. Alarmed at 
the circumstance, the congregation 
-began to fly in all directions, seeking 
for refuge where it was the least like* 
ly to be found. The minister from 
this awfiil scene, took-tKx^sion to en- 
treat them to remain in the house of 
GK>d; reminding them, that if they 
were protected nrom their sins by the 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let storms, thunder, and light- 
ning, tempest, or even death itself 
come, they were perfectly safe. ^ 

In pursuing the discourse, his at- 
tention was attracted to one of tha 
Sunday school girls, who was stand'^. 
ing near Uie pulpit ; and who was so .. 
peculiaiiy affected, that an impression ■. 
came upon his mind, he had been,^, 
mstroment of commanicating son^. 
substentiftl good to the child. Thus 
impressed, £e made it a poinfr to call 
at tlie parent's house the next day i 
QDdtfter the cwitomary 8iipt|^pnh 
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he was told by her mother thftt the 
child had been that day duappointod, 
as f he had expected to go to the fiiir, 
but that a drcumstance nad occurred 
which woiUd |irevent her. " What ! 
my dear," said the minister, "are 
you fond of going to the fidrl" The 
child immediately reptied, "OK no, 
sir ; I don't want to go to the fiiir. I 
now only want to be clothed in that 
robe of righteousness which you were 
speaking of yesterchiy: and that I 
may see Jesus Christ." 

Struck with this delightful obser- 
vation, the good man entered hito 
conversation with the dear child; 
found her mind so sensibly wrought 
upon, that he had every reason to 
hope and beHevd a divine work had 
been begun upon her heart He left 
her, intending to repeat his visit the 
next day ; but he had scareely reach- 
ed his home before a messenger arri- 
ved to mform him, that this dear child 
of God had been found by her parent 
dead in the garden ! So quickly did 
the Lord call her to his glory. 

Oh, that all the young persons who 
read ' this, may seek for salvation 
through the Kedeemer's righteous- 
ness ! This alone will enable them, 
at the last day, to appear before the 
throne of Immanuel With joy; and, 
with this dear child, to sing eternal 
praises to Him, who hath loved them, 
and washed them from their sins in 
his own precious blood ! 

SCHOOLS NEED REFORM. 

*'I MIGHT redte," says Cotton 
Mather, " the complaint of Austin, 
*ihat little boys are taught in the 
schools the fil&y actions of the Pa- 
ffon gods ; or the complaint of Lu- 
ther, < that our schools are jwgan ra- 
ther than Christian ;' I might men- 
tion what a late author says, * I knew 
an aged and eminent sdioofanaster, 
who, after keejpin^ a school about fif- 
ty years, said, with a sad counte- 
nance, that it was a great trouble to 
him, that he had spent so much time 
in reading paean authors to his scho' 
lars.' It will be a happy circum- 
«lMice when our schoob ahall be 



purged, and only sueh authors lead 
as are at least inoffensive and hana- 
less." 

YOLUNTART SLAVERY. 

It -WW the cruel and craftf advice 
offered to the Athenians, to keep the 
subdued inhabitants of Egina from 
rebelling, to cut off their thumbs, 
that they might be incapable of man-' 
aging a spear, and by war obtauiing 
a victorious rescue from their tyran- 
ny, yet be fit to pull the oar in the 
sallies. It is an emblem of Satan's 
Sealing with bis slaves ; for, by the 
pleasures of sin, their hearts are 
weak, disabled from vigorous and 
holy resolutions to resist his power ; 
they cannot make use of the armour 
of Grod for their defence : and thdr 
lusts are strong, they are patient of 
his drudgery, constant at the oar, and 
fiiithful to their chains. " In medL- 
ness, matructine those that oppose 
themselves : if Grod peradventure may 
give them repentance to the acknow- 
ledgment of the truth, and that they 
may recover themselves out of the 
snare of the devil, by whom tkeyan 
taken cqpHve at hia mlU' 2 Tim. 
ii. 26. 

THE 0ON8C1ENTI0DS SOLDIERS* 

Such was the fidd&ty and peise- 
verance of the eminent prophet Da- 
niel, that a quiet ocmscience was more 
to him than a smiling king ; and in 
this we do well to Mow his ezam- 
le, and never to break the laws of 
"od to obey the ccmunandments of 
men. When Alexander was re- 
building the temple of Belus, he or- 
dered the Jewish soldiers who were 
in his army to work as the rest had 
done ; but they could not be prevail- 
ed upon to give their assistance, and 
excused themselves with saying, that 
as idolatry was forbidden by the 
tenets of their religion, the^ therefore 
were not allowed to asrist m building 
of a temple designed for idolatrous 
worship, and accordingly not one 
lent a hand on this occasion. They 
were punished for disobedience, but 
all to no purpose : so that atlast, Al- 
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cnnder, udnMng Jhm yeoBBwrniod, 
dMchaiged and lent them home. 
"ThiB delkate resolotion of the 
Jews/' as one obaerres, " ia a leaaon 
to many Chriatianai as it teaches 
them, that they are not allowed to 
join or assist in the commission of an 
actbn that is contrary to the iaw <^ 
God." 

T%e Dying Soldiers, and the Ne- 
groes Remark. 
It is the character of the nnrege- 
nerate, that "they live without hone 
and without God m the world." Uf 
the sacred Scriptures they are igno-| 
rant ; for divine ordinances they feel 
no regard; and to prayer they are 
utter strangers. But is this the ease 
among a people who profess Christi- 
anity, and who have been baptised in 
the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost? Alas I the natives of 
England, many of them, have not 
only been the promoters of vice at 
home, but set examples of it abroad, 
which the very heathens have been 
ashamed of. Some of our English 
inldiers were quartered on a settle- 
ment in Africa, where the climate 
was hot and unwholesome. They 
attended no place of worship^ nor had 
any clergyman with them. While 
they were in this situation, a fetal 
distemper broke out among them, and 
carried them off daily. A poor ne- 
gro, who was vritness to the case, 
and probably of their conduct, made 
this observation upon it: "The 
English never speak to Gpd Almigh- 
ty— GKid Almighty never speaks to 
tnem; so the devil comes to fetch 
them away." Were this poor negro 
in England, however, we could in- 
troduce him to some who do speak to 
Ood Almighty} and that not only 
for themselves, but on behalf of the 
tribes of Africa, as well as the poor 
benighted pagans in other parts of 
the world. 



the penon himself; an o0ence to 
God ; a disooorsgement to the prea- 
cher. Vespasian, when consul, ac- 
companied Neto into Greece ; but he 
offended the emperor by feUing asleep 
while be^ repeated one of his poetical 
compositions. How much more may 
the Supreme Governor of heaven 
and, earth be offended, in beholding 
his creatures careless when he calC 
fjfkox attention to the most important 
of all subjects, the interests of their 
inmortal souls! 



SLEEPING DURING PUBLIC WOR- 
SHIP. 

1*HE habit of sleeping in a place of 
worship is eveiy vray disgiacelhl to 



I SIN THE HEIGHT OF FOLLT. 

A SERIOUS Christian once asked a 
great backslider, whether he really 
had found more satisfaction in the 
indulgence of his lusts, and the full 
swintf of carnal pleasure, than he be- 
fore had done in the profession of the 
gospel, and in the hours he had for- 
meriy spent for God. He honestly 
rejmed, he had not : and that so fiur 
from being happy, he was not even 
untormented, except in a state of in- 
toxicated dissipation. It pleased God 
to restore him again, but not without 
such bitterness of soul, as all the 
mad pleasures he had pursued were 
but a poor compensation to him for. 
To whata wretched state does sin 
reduce men; that they must commit 
one sin In onler to bomish the reflec- 
tion of the effects of another ! 

" It is recorded of Marius," says 
Dr. Bates, "that after his overthrow 
by Sylla, he was always in conster- 
nation, as if he heaid the sound of 
the trumpets, and the noise . of the 
victorious army pursuing him. And 
his fears were no longer quiet than 
whikt charmed with wine or sleep ; 
he therefore was continually drunK, 
that he misht forget himself, his ene- 
my, and his da^fler." Thus men 
make a pitiful shift to forget their 
latter end ; and Tdiilst they ate fol- 
lowing either secular affidrs or sen- 
suaT pleasures, are unconcerned for 
what IS to be hereafter. 



STOICISM. 
The Stoics' universal recipe for the 
cure of afflictiim was to change their 
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Hf/frnkiDB of them, and orteem than 
iMt veal enk Thui PouidoiUQB, 
6» mucheanmeiidfid by TiiUy»)k>who 
m many yeais waa under teitniinff 
diieases, and aumved a continuM 
■death; being viaited by Pompe^. at 
Bhodea, he eBtertained him with a 
philosophical disooorae, and when 
his pauu were meat acute, he eaid, 
NikU agi» doior^ quanguam aia mo- 
leatiUf nunquam te eate an^fUebor 
vuUum — " in vain doat thou aamult 
me, pain ; though tiiou ait trouble- 
-aome, thou ahaU never Ibroe me to 
confeaa thou ait an eviL" Bui the 
felly of thia bowting ia viable : for 
though he might appear with acheer> 
fill countenanoe in the paiozram of 
Ua diseaae, to oommend lua fihiioBO- 
ph^, like a mountebank that awattowa 
poison to pot off hia droga, yet the 
leality of ma grief was evident t hia 
aenae was overcome, tbouffh his 
ton^e remained a stoic. If words 
^eouTd charm the sense not to leel 
pain, or compoae the mimi not to 
reaent afflictions, it would be a relief 
to give soft tiUea to them. But aince 
it is not fancy that makea them hard 
to bear, but their contrariety to na- 
ture, it is no relief to r e pre ac n t them 
otherwise than the^ are. All thoae 
aubtle notiona vamsh when sensible 
impiiessiena confbte them. 

THE SOVEBBIONTT OF GOD. 

NoTHiNO can be more true than 

that God is infinitely wise, merciful, 

and good, and yet that he haa per- 

'Hiitted guilt and misery to enter the 

world, when it ia evi^nt hia power 

isoM have prevented it. Toattem^, 

therefore, to explain and reconcile 

-the decrees of God with the agency 

of jnen, the analogy between God 

«nd an earthly, paient will not always 

liold. I remember, says one, a gen* 

tleman cmce said to me, " Would you, 

'If you weie God, create any beme to 

' aisery 4^ My gnawer mm, "When 

J am God I win taU ywL" ft is not 

'peoper,' theiefoi^ toaetvpllMhimian 

IMunieBs aa a ^kuid of slaiidafd and 

nodel from which God himaelf mnat 

'^V'hb egtioHte of right and wrong. | 

Vol. 8. U 



TU 0RATBFI7L BOVBREIONS. 

An eye-witness related the follow- 
ing anecdote : — ^When the field-mar- 
shal Prince Schwartzenberg observed 
the defeat of the French, after the 
three da^s fighting at licipsic, he 
was anxious to convey the titUnga 
himself to his sovereign, who, toge- 
ther with the emperor of Russia and 
the kinj^ of Prussia, were stationed 
on a height abput two miles from the 
field of battle. The field-marshal 
galloped at full speed, and saluting 
the emperor with his sword, ssi^ 
" Your M^eaty, the battle is at an 
end; the enemy is beaten at all 
pointa,— they fiyl— the victory is 
ours V* The emperor raised hia eyes 
to.heaven, and a tear was his answer ; 
but his majesty dismounting, and 
having deposited his hat ana swoid 
on the ground, fell on his knees, and 
aloud returned his thanks to God. 
This example was foUowed by the 
two other monarchs, who, having al^o 
kneeled, said, "Brother, the Lord is 
with you !'' At the same instant, all 
the officers in attendance, as weU na 
the ffoard, kneeled down, and for se- 
venu minutes a dead silence reigned ; 
after which more than a hundred 
voices cried, " The Lord is with us!" 
Tho sight of the three crowned 
heads, accompanied by a great num- 
ber of distinguished warriors, kned- 
inj^ under the canopy of heaven, and, 
with tears, praising the God (^bat- 
tles, was moat affecting. 

m 

900IIITT. 

That man ia formed for society 
then can be no doubt. The conduct 
of mankind is a practical expoaitjan 
of the various passages of Scrtptnse 
which xeibr to- this point "Man is 
bom in society," says Montesquian, 
^' and there he remaina/' "The 
tiack of a lAphmder on the snowy 
ahere," says Sefgoson, "giveajoy^to 
the loncy^y mariner; and the BMite 
sim ef'^ oordiality and kin^iaaB 
woidiaie made to him, awaken Ibe 
■MBoiy of pieaaorea which he.folt 
in aocielgr." A writer «f m voyage 
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lo tlie NofCb, after deierilNag a aonie 
of ithk sort, aajBi **We weze ex- 
tiemelj pleased to convene with 
men; sinoe in thirteen months we 
had seen no human creature*" The 
waitings of the iniant and the lan- 
gptM of the adult when alon<), the 
uvely joys of the one and the cheer- 
fulness of the other uiion the return 
of company, are a sufficient proof of 
its solid foundation in the irame of 
t>ur. nature. Aa to the moral and 
spintual advantages of society and 
tuiion they are innumerable. 

BiMPLlClTY IN INSTRUCTION THE 
RSST MEANS TO AOCOMPLISH 
ITS DBSION. 

Our heavenly Instructor, in order 
to accommodate his parables to the 
capacities of his audience, adopted 
the broad line of instruction con- 
veyed under a few strong features of 
general parallel, a few leading points 
of obvious coincidence, without at- 
tending to petty exactnessesi or 
■Cooping to trivial niceties of corre- 
apondence. We are not, therefore, to 
hunt after minute resemblanoefl^ nor 
to cavil at slight discrepancies. We 
should rather imitate his example, by 
confining our illustration to the more 
Important circumstances of likeness, 
Instead of raising such as are insigni- 
ficant into undue distinction. This 
critical elabomtion, this amplifpig 
Inode, which ramifies a general idea 
into all the minutis of parallel, would 
only serve to divert the attention, and 
■pht it into so many divisions that 
Ibe main object would be lost sight of. 

The author once heard a sermon, 
which had for its texV *' Ye are the 
valt of the earth." The {ireacher, a 
teidly good man, but wanting discre- 
tion, not contented with a simple ap- 
liOcation of the figure,— instead of a 
general aUuaion to the powerfully 
penetrating and correetinff nature of 
Ifaia mineral; instead of observing 
that salt vvas used in all the ancient 
■ftcrifioea, — indulged himself in a wide 
iinge, chendcal and culinary, of all 
4|ie ptoperties of salt, devoting a ae^ 



panto head to meh qoali^. A long 
mBcaasion on its antiseptic proper* 
ties,, its solutien and neutialusationy 
led to rather a inzorious exhibition 
of the idiahes it ooramuncatea to va* 
rioue vianda. On the whole, the dia* 
course seemed better adi^ited for an 
audience eompoaedof the authors of 
the Phannaoopeia, or a society of 
cooks, than fixr a plain untechnical 
congregation. 

MOTIVES TO SUBMISSION DRAWN 
FROM THE EXAMPLE OF THOSE 
WHO PRECEDED DS. 

The cpnsideKatUMi that others be- 
fore us have sufiercd in the cause of 
causes^ should be a aouice of happi- 
neaa under «U our wpoaition. Fbo* 
cion, the celebiated Athenian, though 
a man of great virtue^ waa condemiSd 
to death. He received the indigni- 
ties of the people with uncommon 
composure, ana when one of his 
friends lamented his fate, Phocion ex- 
claimed, " Tins is no more than what 
I expected $ this treatment the moat 
illustrbus citisens of Athens have 
received before me ;" and, as he sub- 
mitted to hia fate, he praved for the 
prosperity of ilthensi and bade his 
friends to tell his son Phocus not to 
remember the indignities which his 
father had received firom the Athe- 



TBE SWADDLERS. 

Once, as the Rev. J. Edwards was 
riding to a town where he was to 
preadi, he was joined b]ra gentleman 
travelling to the same place who de- 
sired his company. Mr. £. took the 
first opportui&ty of introducing reli- 
gioua discourse, upon which his com- 
panion said, "I think, sir, by your 
manner of talking, ^ou must be a 
awaddler" "I am, sir," replied Mr. 
E. The traveller expressed his sur- 
prise, and said, you appear to be a 
man of sense, and I am amazed that 
such a person can be a atoaddler ; 
for I undentand that the whole sect 
maintain this uncharitable tenet, that 
none but svaddlerg can be saved." 
— " Sir," said Mr. £.'* that ia veiy 
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Inie; wedomainteinit; and if you 
will do me the honour of comm^ to 
hear me at each a place thiaeyening, 
I think I can prove tha point to your 
perfect aatisfiiction. On which the 
atranger declaied he thought it imnoa- 
aible. This gave occasion for Mr. 
E. to display one of theprincipal 
traits in nis character. When the 
hour arrived, the gentleman bein^ 
present, he read the text-^Easek. zvl 
4 : " Thou wast not swaddled at all," 
&c From which, by accommoda- 
tion, he particularhr investigated the 
miserable state of man by nature, 
who, after all lus attempts to cover 
tiimself with a righteousness of his 
own, is not atDauUUed at all — ^not 
clothed, but as exposed as ever. Af- 
ter this, in his own energetic style, 
he indsted on the neoesdty of the sa- 
viour's righteousness, for the justifioa- 
tbn of guilty sinnem. The traveller 
was much pleased with the ingenuity 
of the thought;, and afterwarcb came 
to Mr. E., saying, "You have indeed 
proved your point ; and I join with 
you in the belief, that noM buttvad- 
dUfn can be aavedJ* 



SUPERSTITION ; OR THE DTOK'' 
DERFQL CANDLE. 

The following^ instance firom 
Weld's Travels m Canada, shows 
the ignorance and superstidon in 
which some of the Canadians are imp 
mersed. ** On the evening before we 
reached Ctuebec," says Mr, Wdd, 
"we stopped at the village of St. Au- 
gustin Calvaire, and after bavins 
strolled about for some time, retumea 
to the ferm-house where we had ta- 
ken up our ouarters fop the night. 
The peoj^e nad cooked some fish, 
that had just been caught, while we 
had been walking about, and every 
thing being ready on our return, we 
■flat down to supper by the light of a 
lamp which vras suspended m>m the 
«eihng. The gHmmering light, how- 
ever, that it Sflforded, scarcely ena- 
bling us to see what was en the tabk^ 
we complained of it to the man of the 
house, and the lamp was inconse? 
fiMDce tsimmed ; it was leplenlshed 



with oil ; tahen down and set on the 
table; still the light was Tery bad. 
"Sacra Dieul" exclaimed he. "but 
you shall not eat your fish in the 
dark," so sayings he stepped aside te 
a smell cupboard, took out a candle, 
and having lighted it, placed it beside 
us. All was going on well, when 
the wife, who nad been absent for a 
few minutes, suddenly returning, 
poured forth a vollejr of the most ter^ 
rible execrations against her poor hus^ 
band, for havins presumed to have 
acted as he had done. Unable to 
answer a single word, the fellow 
stood aghast, ignorant of what he 
had done to omnd her: \ we were 
quite at a loss also to know what 
could give rise to sucha sudden storm ; 
the wife, however, snatched up the 
candle, and hastily extinguishing it, 
addressed us in a plaintive tone of 
voice, and explainect the whole af^r.^ 
It was the holy candle— "La chan* 
delle benite," which her giddy hmK 
band had set on the table; it had 
been consecrated at a neighbouring 
church, and supposing there should 
be a tempest at any time, with thun<i 
der and lightning ever so terrible^ 
yet if the candle were but kept bum- 
iiig, while it lasted, the bouse, the 
bam, and every thing else belonging 
to it, were to be secured from danger. 
If any of the &mUy happened to be 
sick, the candle was to be lighted, 
and they were instantly to recover. 
It had been given to her that morn- 
ing by the pnest of the village, witl^ 
an assurance that it possessed the mi- 
raculous power of preserving the fa- 
mily from harm, and she was confix 
dent that what he told her was true^ 
To have contradicted the poor wo- 
man would have been useless; fo^ 
the sake of our ears, however, we 
endeavoured to pacify her, and that 
being accomplisned, we aat dovm to 
supper, and even made the most of 
our fish in the dark." 

SUPISIISTITION. 

AiUB LocuTUS was the name of i^ 
god among the Romansi who wa« 

deiM on m occMiaa ^lii C«diti]% 
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a |»Iebdan, inforioed tbe tribunei that, 
mssins fhtbugh ttie new street in 
the night, he heaid a voice move than 
human, near the temple of Veata, 
iHiich gave the Roraana notice that 
the Grania were coming affainst 
Itome ; but this information oeiag 
neglected on account of the mean- 
Acfls of the penBon, they sufibred 
very much from chat invasion } where- 
fore, to expiate the ofifence, th^ 
erected a temple in the new street to 
this fimcied deity, by the advice of 
CamilFus their deliverer. 

We may oecasionaily derive leMona 
6f instruction, even £fom the sitper- 
atlttons of the heathen. Here was 
a supposed information from heaven 
alighted, and slighted because of the 
meanness of the reporter of it Pub- 
Mb miseries ensued ; and when these 
^re at length surmounted) a peni- 
tetit disposition is disjriayed. and di- 
'Viiie honour paid to the fancied being 
vrhose counsel had been negksetedr 

How often have we reilised tohear 
HIM that speaketh from heaven 2 *' we 
Would none of his counsel, and- de- 
fljpised his reproof!" and how oiteo 
mve we severely su^ied by oar un- 
belief r "Christians, let the h^theas 



Coning rnie dar upon her at woik'*-^ 
"OkP* said she^ ''bieiKd be CM 
thai hath tent me this him/' Thejr 
call their apianing-wheds in thatcoun- 
try tunu, I perceived the diveraion 
of that innocent emplcj^ent had) 
worn off her trouble. That expres- 
sion of hers made such tm impression 
on my mind at the time, that I caiK 
not but lemember it ^ince for the re^ 
lief of others; Let tliat man or wo- 
man that is now afflicted and discon* 
solate, and who think they shall 
never have joy mone, take heart' fh>m» 
this narration, for time may come 
when God will also send them their 
turn. 



TEMPTATION. 

Trs Christian may sometimes be^ 
broueht so low through temptation 
and deaeitionj as k>ima|3ne he- must 
at last be east away. Of Mr. Q.it; 
is said, that he lay languishing in: 
distress ot mind for five years ; dti«* 
ring which he took no comfort ia 
meat er drli^ nor any pleasure in 
life p being under a aense of some^ 
backsliding, he was distressed as tf 
he had been in the deepest pit of hell. 



, , . J If be ate his fbod, it WMtfot fhnn any 

yeprove you and teach you pemtenee: appetite^ but with a view to defer hu 
„ji.^-._ *-^L __:i-„..i- u.- — *- damnation, thinking within himself 

that he must needs be lost so soon as 
his breath was out of his body. Yet 
ailer ail thia he waa aet at liberty, re- 
eled great consobtioUi and after* 
i^ard lived akegether a heavenly life. 
Let not the ten^ted believer then do* 
spond, nor thle returning backslider 
fear lest he should be rejected ; for 
thus saith Jehovah, " I will heal their 
beckslidings, I will love them freely, 
for mine anger is turned away ttm 
them." 



and henceforth p^ double hono«r to 
your heavenly Teacher, your true 
Aiu» Loeuhu." 

THE HA^PY TURN. 

il^HERE is no condition in this life 
80 mean, and none so high, but it is 
stibject to change ; so that it becomes 
ai wisfe man to foresee and prepare 
for it, that he may neither in prospe- 
rity be lifted up, nor in adversity be 
cast down ; but depend on the ^de 
and conduct of Grod, in all the vicissi- 
tudes of providence. " The prudent 
man foreseeth the evil, and hideth 
himself, but the suiiple pass on and 
are puYdshed." A certain gentlewo- 
man having sunk into a melancholy 
state of mind, got a wheel, a little 
pretty wheie^ that she could hang at 
Ber ^^^ afid put into her lapi and 
<femll|^ eknpleyea henelf in' tpinnfaig 
hdUr aftei hoar aid di^ aftep dig^ 



TYRANTS NEVER HAPPY. 

We know that whe% in Henry 



the Eighth or Edward the Sixih'tf 
day, some ffreat men ptdled down 
ehmchcs ani bitUt palaces, and rob* 
bed religion of its joat enooanu|e* 
ments and aclvanta^ i Ifae men £at 
did it were sacriiemoua ;; alnd we isni 
dao t^Qod haih been jntniahiDf 
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that great on ever ibce ; and hath 
displayed to so many geneiatioiifl of 
men, to three or lour deaoents of chil- 
dren, that thofle men could not be ea- 
teemed happy in their great fortunes 
against whom God was so angry that 
he would show his displeasure for a 
hundred years together. When He- 
rod had killed the babes of Bethle- 
hem, it was seven years before God 
called him to an account: but be that 
looks upon the end of that .man, woukl 
rather choose the fate of the oppres- 
sed babes than of the prevailing and 
triumphing tyrant It was forty years 
before Grod punished the Jewi^ for 
the execrable murder committed up- 
on the person of their kino, the £ic^ 
ly Jesus; and it was so long that 
when it did happen, many men attit- 
buted it to dieir killing St. James, 
tlieir bishop^ and seemed to foig^ the 
ffreater crime. We are to stand to 
ttie truth of God^s wiord, not to the 
event of things ; because God hath 
^ven us a rule, but hath left the 
judgment to himself ; aiid we die so 
quickly (and God measures all things 
try the standard of eternity, for one 
thousand years with God are but as 
one day) thac we are not competent 
to measure the times of God's account 
and the returns of judgment We 
are dead before thf arrow comes ;--< 
but the man escapes not unless his 
soul can die, or that God cannot pun- 
lA him. Such is their fate. They 
spend their days in plenty and in a 
moment descend into hell. In the 
mean time thev drink, and forget their 
sorrow ; but they are condemned}— 
they have drank their hemlock ; only 
the j^ison does not yet operato ; iite 
bait IS in their mouths, and they are 
spoftive, but the hook hath stuck 
their nostrils, and they shaH never 
escape the ruin. And let none oall 
the man fortunate^ merely because 
his execution was deferred for a few 
days, when the very deferring shall 
increase and aseertam the coiuemna* 
don. 

But if we should look under the 
t^axt of tjie prosperous and prevailing 
tpHfiA, we should 4|Dd, ev^p, ip^ the 



days of his joys, such allaysand abata- 
ments of lus pleasure, as may serva 
to represent mm miserable^ even in 
the hour of his prosperity, and in* 
dependent of his final infelicities.. 
How ofWn have we seen a young 
and healthy person warm and ruddy 
under a poor and thin garment, when 
at the same time an old riiji per- 
son hath been cold and paraljFtior 
under a load of sables and me sluna 
of foxes 1 It is the body that makea 
the clothes warm, not tlie clothes tfafr 
body : and the spirit of the man cre^ 
ates felicity and content, not any 
spoils of a rich fortune- wnppeds 
about a sickly and uneasy soul.. A|h>- 
polodorus was a traitor and a tyrant^, 
and the world wondered to see a bad 
man apparently so fortunate ; but^ 
they knew not that he nourished, 
acorpions in his breast,, and that. hi&, 
liver and his heart were eaten up with, 
spectres and images of death :: Ija. 
thoughts wero fiiU of interruptiOnfl^ 
his areams of illusions ; his fiwc/ 
was abused with real troubles and. 
fontastic images, imagining that ha 
saw the Scythians flaying mm alive^, 
^B daughters like pillars of fire dan-~ 
cuig round about a caldron in whiclv 
hin^elf was boiling, and that bis con^ 
science accused him of being the causae 
of all these evihu And aitbough all 
tyrants ma^ not have such aocusing\ 
and fantastic consciences, vet all ty-- 
rants shall die and come to judgment i 
and though such a man may m ft»r« 
ed, he is not at all to be envied.—^ 
*' Envy thou not the oppresaor, andE 
choose none of his ways^* 

THE thbesher's.qonfkssion ;: 

Or J Godliness True Happiness. 

Walking in the country^ says the 
Rev. Mr. J— ^~, Iwentintoafaani^ 
where I foundathreshcir athiswork^ 
I addressed; him in the words of So> 
lomon :. " in all labour there is profit'* 
X^eaning iipon his fiail, a^ with 
much energy, he answered, " No, sir^. 
that is tba troth, but there is one ex- 
ception to it: I have kuqg laboured 
in, the servioa of sin, but I got nk 
14* 
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vM% by m lAtantJ*^** Then jtn 
hiiom Bdi&etMnfl of theapostle'imean- 
irig, When he attad— * what fruit had 
ye thM in thoae things whereof /e 
aie ftowaabnmed Y " ^ Thank Gocl," 
eAid he, **l do ; and I also know, 
that now hefaig freed from un^ and 
hftvinf^ heoome a sefvant onto right- 
eoinneas, I have my fiuit unto holi- 
mss, and the end everlasting life.'* 
How ohanning to meet with mstan- 
oM of this kind! piety ibutid in a 
ham, is hetter than the most splendid 
pleasures found in a palace. 

lIlIAUB KOT TO BE COURTED, BUT 
TBE FROlffiSE ALWAYS TO BE RE* 
LtED ON. 

One of the English martyn was 
1^ alatoned at the thoughts of his Aof- 
&ring oh the morrow m the midst of 
a iSre, thut it seemed to him an ihi- 
possibUity that he should go through 
the conflict ; abd in order to try the 
experiment, bepUt his finger into the 
fiame of the candle, but foimd he 
Gbtlld not endure it ; and no wonder 
tULVB Mr. Ce6il, for that was not his 
call ; his dispensation did not require 
that he should voluntarily brins hmi- 
aelf into pain, and much less that he 
should do it in a spirit of unbelief 
iftut though he cotild not endure, in 
his own strength, even his finger in 
the flame, yet the next day he o6uld 
give up, in the strength of God, his 
whole body to tho fire; and, with 
heroic Constancy ahd Chri^an for- 
titude, could cheerfhlly reisisnhis life 
in the flames : for as our day is, so 
shall our strength be. In the world, 
we are taught to expect tribulation 
and temptation from every qoatter, 
though it will be our Christian duty, 
as well as prudence, to avoid them 
whenever we can. IM us bewaire of 
imitating the martyr in attempting to 
thrust our finger into the flame ; iMrt 
to whatever ctegree t)f sofl^ring G«d 
culls U9, it is enotigh thi^ He is fkith- 
M to his promise, and will pMfofltt 
it. 

yntiSiS PltODUOtV^S OF GOOIK 

I ttttcBBasBt aa^s Mi» 



soma yeuB agOj when I was a^ 
Shields^ I went mto a glass-house; 
and standing very attentive, I saw 
several masses of burning glass, of 
varioos forms. The workman took 
a piece of glass and put it into one 
furnace, then he put it into a second^ 
and th^ intoa tmrd. I said to him» 
'^ Why do you put this through t» 
manv fires T* He answered, '<0, 
sir, the first was not hot enough, nor 
the second, and^ thefef(»e, we put 
it into a third, and that will make it 
transparent." Thift furnished Mr. 
W. with a usefiil hint, that we must 
be tried, and exercised, with many 
fires, unUloui dToss be purged away, 
and wearemadefitforthe owner's tise. 

NSCfiSSITY OF DIVINE TEACHIMO 
ILLUflTRATBD. 

Man is totally ignorant of himself 
nntii he is taught by the Divine 
Sinxit Length of y^is, the acqui- 
sition of human knowled^ natural 
powers, afi leave him just where he 
was. Many awfiiL and striking in- 
stances Imght here be mentioned, ae 
exemplifying this «wful fitct; but a 
few shali suffice.. A^peor woman^ 
near fourscore yeam of age, onoe 
happened to fi>rget the Suikday, and 
went to spinnang that monung ae 
usual : on being remindedi 9oon a£> 
ter, whait day it was, she exdaime^ 
"I have lived all these years, and 
never sinned against €^ belbre;, 
and must I t&a against him now V*^ 
Another Woman professed to be uiib* 
der deep convictioni and went to e 
minister, crying aloud,, that she was a 
sinner ; but when he came to exa* 
mine her in what {>oint, though he 
WNit over and explained all the Ten 
Cemmandments, she would not own 
that she had broken one of them. 

Some time since the gentleman of 
A>«— .met at an inn, to concert mea« 
sures fer tiie refermati(m of the sab* 
bath. In the course of the debate 
upon reform, Mf . -— - took no« 
tice, that they had gone on to sevMi« 
ty yeais in their ittesctnt manner, 4nd 
lie oould». ^Mrefore, see no pfopnMgr 
iaiiipng.iinfiirm ttrau. 
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Power qf TVuitt. 

An infltanise of this has lailelj oc- 
curred in Iidaad, in the csm of tbe 
Rev. Mr. M. Crowlejri wJk)^ in 
seuchiiig the Scnptores witii ft view 
to lefute tlie Protestant docliiiMii^ has 
been led, fimn fuli nnbiaiaed convic- 
tion, to embrace them. The earns 
bappyefiects have uniformiy attend- 
ed a camfiil impartial etody of the 
word of God. This was zemaf kably 
verified in the reformation firom po- 
pery in the sixteenth century. I 
shall mention a lemarlabie instance 
of this from a worii lalely pablkhed.* 
In an act of the Bcottisb parilunent^ 
A. D. 15^ renewed 1535, prohibil. 
ing the importation of books eoitain- 
ing hereticai opinions, and the le- 
hMZsing and dupudne about them, 
an exception was ma& as lo chnrks 
in the sdio^ that they m%ht oon- 
ftrte them. In this device the pa- 
trons of the Romish chiaeh were 
outwitted, for a number of these 
derks vtrer^ by the perusal of the 
books, and bj^ the disputation eon- 
oeming them, mduoed to embnice the 
Protestant tenets. 

The persons employed in the first 
promulgation of tne gospel vrere a 
few fiahermen, with a publican and 
a tent-maker, without authority and 
power to force men to obecKence, and 
without the charms of eloquence to 
insinuate the belief of the doctrines 
they delivered; and with these dis- 
advantages they could never have 
conceived the thought, much less had 
courage, to attempt the great impossi- 
bility of converting the whole vrorld 
to Christ, and subjecting the heads of ^ 
princes, and the learned and the 
vHse, to the foot of a crucified person, 
without the divine assistance. 

They were without authority and 
power. Other re^ons wen estab- 
ushed in several nations, by persons 
of the greatest eminency and credit 
among Uiem. That of the FezsiaBs 
by Zoroaster,, that of the £lgyptians 



by liermea, that of the Grecians by 
Orpheu% that of the Romans by 
Numa, all kings, or of great reputa- 
tion for their wisdom and virtue^ 
and they were received without con- 
tradiction. For, being^ correspondent 
to the corrupt inclinations of men, it 
was not strange that the princes had 
either capacity to invent them, or 
IKiwer to nlant them.. And in later 
times, Manomet opened a way for his 
peligioB by his sword, and advanced 
it by oonqueirt. Now it is no won- 
der that a religion |k> pleasing to the 
lower appetit^ that ^ives license ta 
aU corrupt affections m the present 
lilc^ and promises a sensual paradise* 
suitfhle to beasts in the foture, should 
be eto h raced by thos? who were sub- 
ject to ius arms. But the apostles* 
were msaidY bom and educated^ 
without ettm and lepiitatiMi, denti- 
tute of all human stienolth, and had 
only A cnioified person for their iead-<> 
er. Christianity was exposed naked 
in the day of ifts birth, without any 
shelter fimm the secular powers. 

They had not the advantage of arii 
and eloquence to GCHnmend their reli^ 
gion. These is a kind of chann in 
rhetoric that makes things Appear 
otherwise than they are. The beat- 
canee it ruins, the wont it confirms^ 
Truth, though in itself invincible^ 
yet by it seems to be overeome; and 
error obtains a Idse triumph. We 
have a visible pnxif of this in the wri- 
tings of CelsiMB, Symmachus, C«3-^ 
lius, and others for Paganism, against 
Christianity. What a vast ctifier- 
enoe )a there between the lies and fil- 
thiness of the one, and the truth and 
sanctity of the other 1 Yet with 
what admirable addvess did they ma- 
nage that in£unous subject 1 AI* 
thmigh it seemed incapable of any 
de&nce, yet they gave soch eobuis 
to it, by the beauty of their expres- 
sions and iheir apparent reasonB, that 
it seemed plausible^ and Christianity,, 
notwithstanding its brightness wai 
purity, wasma&odioBs to the people. 



But the apostles were mast of them 
whoHy unlearned. St Paul himseir 
MdtiumledgSB {^ Col ii. 4.} thati bs: 
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wank JBBiitaw, and hbipMch 
DoC whatiM antieinff worasof 
nun*! wtMlom. A eradflBd Cbriit 
WW an their ilwlofiB. Now tben 
impotent deaueable penona wore 
employed to aobdiie the world to the 
erom of Chriat i and in that aeaaon 
when the Roman ampin waa at ita 
height, when tlie moet iwomia a^ 
irenttee wore need acainat all innofa- 
tfona^ when philoeopby pad eloquence 
were inthotf flower and ^igonri ao 
that troth, onlem adorned with the 
dreaa and aftiiica ef fclaehood, waa 
deipieed, and a meeease from God 
himaeU^ onlem eloiioentlT c u pf e y ed , 
had no force to iierwade. Tliefe- 
fore theapoatlee oebaaed the m eeif ee 
with a aenee ef their own 



▼AUJl OP 
It waa a epeech of a woman lap 
hooring onder liorffor of conecie n c e ; 
when wemai nUaleia and othen 
eame to oomlbit her— "Catt bade 
tine again; ifyoo can call baek time 
•gain, then there may he hope for 
me i hot time 18 gooe.** 

THB BAFFT VNlOIf. 

Ip in the choich of the &at-hom 
Chiialiane in the eaithly Jemaalem, 
the bond of charity waa ao Btriet, that 
it k laid "themoUtodeofbelieven 
wen of one heart, and one aool i" 
how moch move intimate and inee- 
ptnble ia the onion of the aaintain 
Jemaalem abofe where every one 
lovee another aa hunaelfl Itkre- 
eorded of Alexander, that entering 
with Hepheation hie fovoorite^ into 
the pavilion of the moUier of I^q% 
who was then hii prieoner, ahe bow- 
ed to the fotooiite, aa having agreat* 
or appearanoe of nugedy, thinkiTfg 
him to be Alexander. But being ap- 



toieof theholyknwof the WwwJg 
hot with the aame difforenoe aa ex- 
lata hetvreen the deacription of a atar 
and o coal, and ita beaoty in ita pio- 
per aapeet And wliere all ia lovei. • 
aUiaaeVght The act itaelf ia it» 
own raward. Aa that benign and 
phamnt afieetion ia enlaiged with 
mpect to the object, and ita degreea^ 
aQeh M the delight that leaolta fitom 
it In that fakaaed eocmty there M o 
fonatant reoaivingand mtoinin of 
love and Jogr. 



UNBELUP. 

UmBLiiTona are cot off ftom all 
cfadm to the benefits of Chikt'edeath. 
The kw of frith, like that of the 
Medm and Peniana, k onakeraUe* 
" He that heikveth not the Son ahall 
notaeelifr.'' Chriat dkd not to ex- 
[■ate final iniideKtv ; thukthemoital 
ain that actually oamns ;— it chaigee 
all their guilt upon siimeia; — it ren- 
ders' the aofferings of Christ froitlesft 
and inefibctnaltothem: for it i&not 
the preparation of a aovereign remedy 
that cmea the disease, bat the apnly- 
ing it Aa our sins were imputea ta 
him, upon the account of his uniaia 
with OS in nature, and his conaent tix^ 
be our aiuety| so hk righteouanesa k 
merittnioualy impoted to us, upon our 
unioQ "with him by a lively frith. 
The man that looked on the rainbow^ 
when he v^aa ready to be drowned^ 
what relkf v^aa it to liim, that Goa 
had promised not to drown the world^ 
when he most perish in the watenl 
So, though Christ hath purchaaed 
pardon for repenting believers, and a 
rainbow encompasses the throne of 
God, (Rev. iv. 3.) the sign of recon- 
ciliation, what advantage is this to 
the unbeliever, who dies in his ains^ 
and drops into the lake ofSiel It 



prised of her enor, she homUy ocg- k not from any defect of mercy vx 
fed hk pardon. To whom the gene- God, or xighteousness in Christ, bat 
wnnm kin» —nKoJ M v^ j« «^ — f^^ tl^ obsthiate rejection of it, that 



BOOS king repKed, ** Yoo dU not err, 
mother: this k ako Alexander." 
Soch was their aflection, that who- 
ever was taken of then^ the other 
waa taken in him, the km aacending 
w the greater, withoot degmding the 
|F»iter in the kP^ Thvki^^ 



many who have heard the gospel 
certainly and finally perish. 

UlfTHANKPULNESS REFROVBD. 
Nothing becomes os, as depenck 
ant <;ieitOEe%.8<t^ much a« gamodei 
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yti what mnkitudes at ddwn to their 
maalB widuNit ever unptori&fl the di- 
vuie bleftting, or ginng Goa thanks. 
A suikible reproof for this neglect 
was'TeDderad uaeful in the feUowkig 
instance: Mr.^ Bdcer, a mnlatto 
ipreadierfr in JJamaica, hefeie hft was 
oon^«ited, was sitting down to breaks 
fiiat with his wife and child, in a case- 
leMB maimer, without giving thanks to 
God for what they werogcnng to re- 
ceive. AnoJd hlinck man,, standing 
at the same time at the door, percei- 
ving their conduct, turned round to 
one who was near him^ and said, 
" Whence have these people eomeT 
I. oDuId wish to learn if they know 
that God made them^" Mr. B^. over- 
Iward this, got up and said, " Old 
auuti, can you read V* ** No," he xe- 
j^ied. " but I know tiiat both of you 
ean."-^'' As you cannot read, how 
dare yen thus reprimand me '{*' The 
^ man immediately humbled him- 
self; and said, "Master, if you wiU 
not be angiyj I vrill tett you where to 
search- the Seriptures, and you will 
iSmd there that you are not only to 
tiiank Gody but to return God love, 
prayer, and thanksgiving, for what 
you aie going to receive, in the name 
of Jesus Clknst." This made such 
an impression on his mindy that it led 
te his- eouveMion. 



SARIQIESS OF THE HUMAN UNDER- 
STANDING. 

"Now we may see," sa^ a ocrtain 
anther, " hew impossible it is for the 
natural understanding to discover the 
mystery of redemption, when those 
tul had the highest reputation fof 
'wisaom were icnorant of the creation. 
The philoiophen were divided in 
nothing more than in their account 
of the world's original. Some ima- 
^ned it to prooeed firom water, others 
fiom fire; some firom order, othen 
firom confhsion; some tobe firom eter- 
nity, othen in time. Ifthnsonl'beye 
be so weakened as not to see that 
Eternal Powor which is so apparent 
In ite eftete. nmoh less Qould tt pieioe 
into tlio will tad iwp dntffnwMtfJfflw 



of God, of which there is not thn 
least intimation or shadow in ther 
tyngs that are made.^ 

A late writer who makes greal 
pretensions to simerior wisdom^ <3<^it 
that " Jesus of Nazareth was a mioi 
constkuted m aU respecU I'Uce other 
mens subject to the same infirnutieS| 
the«aai6 igncrance^prejuddces. ana 
frailties." 

Porph3FTy>a Platonic j^osopher,. 
who excelled as in learning and elo- 
q[uence, so in malignity the most ^- 
nous enemies of Christianity; yet 
he. was, by irresistible evidence, com- 
pelled to acknowledge that Jesua 
Christ was a most pious and excel- 
lent person, and that, after his death, 
he ascended into heaven. 

THE ALLELUIA VICTORV. 

This word signifies, " Praise fhtf 
Lcaal/' or, "Praiae to the Lord:" 
and IS very proper to be constantqir 
used by us who are dependant crea^ 
tisres) and under such great oblisir 
tions to the Father of mercies,. Wfr 
have oftoi heard of prayer doing" 
wonders ; but instances also are not 
wantiaig of praise being accompaniod 
with signal events. The ancient Bri« 
tons, in the year 490, obtained a vic-^ 
tory over an army of the Picts and 
Saxons^ near Mold, in Flintshire. 
The Biitons, unarmed) having Gier* 
manus and Lupus at their head, 
when the Picte and Saxons came to 
the attack, the two commanders, 
Gideon-lHie, ordered their little army 
to shout AlUluia three times over, at 
the sound of whichi the enemy, being 
suddenly struek with terror, ran away 
in the greatest confusion, and left the 
Britons masters of the field. A stone 
monument, to perpetuate the remem- 
branee of this AJUelma victory, I 
believe, remains to this day in a neU. 
near Mold. 

TBI WORD IN SEASON* 
How various are the ways 1^ 
which God is pli^aied to work, in 
bringing hifpeople to himself I What 
•ppean to ps lit first as a casual <^ 
ctn m l B i i c c^ wf see to b^ h«i a^{^^qiat» 
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ment for the fulfilment of hii owd 

mirpoees. The Rer. Mr. Henry 

Enline, (&ther of the late Meens. 

E. and R. Enldne,) when liTin|Bf in a 

letiied house upon the border, in the 

north €/[ England, noticed, one day 

«■ he was wuking, a number of ]>eo- 

ple digging peats ; and upon coming 

to them, he obserred that " they were 

too meny." To which one of them 

replied, " Sir, we sup^xMe yon are a 

'mmister. and if you will condescend 

to preach a sermon, we will sit down 

ana be mve hearers/' — "I fear," 

•said Mr. firskine, *'you are not in a 

proper frame to hear a sermon." 

They, however, pressed it so much 

upon him, that he at last consented, 

and after retiring for a little while to 

« secret place, ne came forth and 

preached to about thirty people, 

which happily issued in toe conver- 

•sion of eleven. Let us learn from 

this to embrace every opportunity of 

using the talent GKm hath given us. 

Who can calculate the result? 

3read cast upon the water may some- 

, times be found, not after many, but 

; after few Aajb. 

B^. Philip Henry used to blame 
those whose inegnlar zeal in the 
profession of religion made them nie- 
gleet tiieir worldfy business. '* There 
was a pious woman," he observes, 
''who was convinced of this her 
ftuilt, by means of an intelligeht god- 
ly neigobour; who coming into the 
house and finding the woman fiir in 
the day in her closet, and the house 
«adly neglected, ^What,' saith he, 
''is there no fear of God in this 
house T This made a lasting im- 
pression on her mind. Thus 'A 
word sjpoken in due season, how good 

A gentleman asking a young per- 
son Iww she did, was answered, *' Ye- 
ly well."— " Then," said he, "you 
are in the right way to heaven, for 
none go tiiere but such as are very 
well." This gave rise to serious re- 
flections, for she went out and wept 
bitterly. Walking home with her 
brother, on parting she told him there 
F^no satisftrtion in l^wDMno 



I happiness, but in Christ, and that 
she wished him this happiness. Thv 
parting conversation was made tha 
means of his convenion to God. 

A good man, overwhelmed with 
trouM^ and unable either to extri- 
cate himself or procure a firiend in 
the hour of neoeanty, came to there- 
solution, as his last resource, of leav- 
ing his native country. There re- 
mained only one Lord's day more 
previous to his departure, and from 
an apprehension that it would be'tha 
last he should ever spend in his own 
land, it impressed nim vnth mora 
than usual solemnity. 

When at the .house of God, the 
text which the minister selected for 
the subject of his discourse waa 
Psahn xxxvii. 3.—** Trust in tha 
Lord, and do ffood ; so shah thoa 
dwell in the landj and verily thou shah 
be fed." On hearing these vrards ha 
found his attention particuliarly ar- 
rested, nor did he feel himseli leaa 
interested in the sermon, every sen* 
tence of which appeared peculiariy 
applicable to his circumstances^ ana 
led him to conclude the whole to \» 
the voice of Providence. 

Jmpraned with this conviction, he 
changed his purpose, and resolved to 
struggle against the torrent of adver- 
sity,''and await the good pleasure of 
his Grod concerning him. The ap- 
pointed time to favour him soon ar- 
rived.^ The Lord quickly turned his 
captivity like that of Job, and cau^ 
Ms latter end to be more blessed than 
his beginning. The text and the 
sermon so evidently fulfilled in hia 
experience will very naturally lead 
us to adopt that beautiful expressitm 
of Solomon— "A word spoken in 
due season, how good it is V* 

HORRORS OF WAR. 
Cai^lagTaHm qf Motoow^ \Uk 

Sept. 1813. 
Tbs French entered Moscow on 
the 14th oi September, but they poa- 
sessed only a heap of smoking ruins. 
A degree of mystery hang^s over tha 
confi^gprataon of tms ancient dty: 
wh9|t||j^ it was oocasioned by thouu 
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bi^h^t■^^t^^ or in conieqiieiifie of tbo 
deAnoe inads by Umn^ tnd the bom- 
budment of the Frendii k jet doubt- 
foL The &ct, however, m oertain, 
■nd the grand effects of Uiie deatnio- 
lion aie of tlie motteooeoting natuie. 
It is imnMobie^ however, to oontem- 
phte wniuNit honor, en event wUeh 
deprived 900,000 pen»DS of theff 
homes and poaicnwoni^ and consigned 
to the agoninng tortures of the 
flames many thousands of persons, 
lncladin|r a lai]^ number of sick and 
wonndea soUhen, who had bled in 
tile dsfence of their oountry. 

The retreat of the Freneh firom 
Moscow exhibits a picture of disaster 
and human misery dreadful and hor- 
rific almost beyond example. It is 
stated that the cold, from the 6th of 
November, was so intense that in a 
few di^s more than 90^000 horses 
perished : the cavabry was dismount- 
ed, and the baggage without the 
means of conveyance. From tibe 9th 
to the Idtfa of November, Buonaparte 
lost, without counting Uie kiUea and 
wounded, 11 generals, 343 officers, 
34,000 rank and file in prisoners, 350 
tneoes of cannon, and four stan^urds, 
besides baggaffe, &c. The total loss 
to France and her allies in this cam- 
paign has been estimated at 400,000 
men killed, disabled, and pisoners, 
and 5,900,0002 of property in equip- 
menti^ dbe. dec 

The k)S8 of the Russians in sol- 
diers (killed, wounded and priwmers) 
may be stated at 130,000, to vriack 
must be added 70,000 jpeisons burnt 
and destroyed in vanous ways at 
Moscow; the loss of Russian proper- 
tjr cannot be less than 106,100^0002. 
oevere as these sacrifices appear to 
be, the safisty and independence of 
Russia have been established; and 
we cannot sufficiently admire the 
patriotism and the coursge of all 
ranks, from theprince to the peasant, 
in their united determination, not 
only to resist, but to vanquish the 
oommon enemy. 

In a German publication, the loss 
«f men, during the late war, from 
4803 to 1813— m St DomingG^ Qabi- 



btia, RaMi>i Mand, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Gemaay, Ae. indoding 
the maritime war, eootagious disea* 
see^ faimne, Ac— ^ staled to amouni 
to the dreadful sum of Jive miUiang 
eight hundred thotuand I !I 

Oh! when will the time come that 
the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the eartti, and men shall learn 
war no more 1 Hasten, O Lord, this 
golden age I 

TTte BatOe qf Moekwa^ Itk SepL 
1813. 

This battle was fought at Moskwa, 
or, more property spodcinff, Borodi- 
no, for it was in the neighbourhood 
of the viUage of that name. The 
details of it need not be given here. 
The Russian amrjr was commanded 
by Prince Bragation, who was fully 
sensible that on the issue of it the 
neatest consequences depended. The 
battle was obstinately contested. It 
began at six in the morning, and 
larted till neariy the evening. The 
French were victorious, according to 
their own account, but the Russian 
statement dearly proved that victory, 
so fiur as it consisted in keeping pos- 
session of the field of battle, rested 
with the Russians. Buonaparte, in 
fiict retreated after the battle to Mo- 
jaisk, where his 18th bulletin, con- 
taining the account of the action was 
dated. The loss on both sides was 
immense The French lost above 
30,000 men, the Russians neariy 
50,000 ! Many generals M on both 
rides. 

The Battle qfSmolensko. llth Aug, 
1813. 

This town, which bv on the road 
to Moscow, was taken by storm, and 
the most dreadful carnage ensued. It 
was soon onfir^ andj to use^ the 
words of Buonaparte himself, " it af- 
forded the French a sight similar to 
that which an eruption of Vesuvius 
presents to an inhaHtant of Naples.'* 
The city was nearly destroyed and 
all the inhabitants who had not time 
to escape were massacred. Those 
who did escape fled towards Moscow, 
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tiuowiiis up mieg of defenee^ ex* 
peetiii^Uie vfipraach of tlw<oonqiMr« 
«rj wm> waf above thiee Jraaoied 
mIesdiBteiit 

When anidier was bnniffhl ke> 
fne Tjunafwa, a eomnaBder, £r mis- 
behaviour, aM pleaded he waold do 
ao no more, Lamaeiu anawened, Non 
Ueet in beUo bis peocare i — ^ no men 
must offend twice in war." 

How desirable then is peace ! It is 
VBOoided of a certain oavaiiBr, who 
had acted a signal part in the' war of 
thidgreai reMioii,aBd whoatletgth 
died fighting by the side of his lung, 
that when aJoae^ and paciiie about 
Us chamber, hs was frequent^ heard 
lo ingeminale the word peace. 
'^Feaoe!'' said he^ "dear .peace ! 
when ahall we know tbee agamr 
• An account of the waxs between 
■ff,Twianii and FiaBoe with the tenna 
of &Bir da r ati a p, since the one which 
commenced in 1110, ^and wUch een- 
timied two year»— lUl, one year — 
1161, twen^-five yeefs--'1311,jfifteen 
rjieai*— 1284, nineleen yearn — 1994, 
Ave yieanH*1332; twenty-one yeaf»-- 
18^, fifty-two y«ara^l432; ibrty- 
aiine years~]492, one month— 1612, 
two yean^l531, six y0aBih-1649, 
cue yeai^— 1557, two yeiuns— 1662, 
two yeax»--1687, two years— 1665, 
.cne year— -1689, ten years— 1702, 
eleven yearB-rl744ifeur yeanH^1756, 
ceven ye«r»— 1716|fle?en yean*-t^l79d, 
viitneyesws and las^, in 1808, near 
deren year% making within atpenod 
of 704 years, 270 years of war ; of 
which 27 have &Uen within the pre- 
aent reign. 

TBB WSBBTUBR OVBSmiOWN. 

It is awfiil to -reflect en the influ- 
ence whibh m^tt pleasures have had, 
not merely on the youngaiid unthink- 
ing, but on the wise and intelligent 
Eft of mankiiti. -Even . godd men 
ve fallen yictiois to- their pasoonS) 
and gone with sorrow to rae grave. 
^Samson the strongest man, and Ba- 
"vld the most pious, both slain by un- 
lawful e mb r a ce s . 3o we are 'told, 
that a nighty wiesllery who luid won 



a crown at O^miNis £>r contfw4nig 
proamnudyj waa obaeeved to tnm 
Ilia head aiad go inpsiwd with hi* 
fittc vfOD his ahodldor to behold a 
fior wuman that was oieseBt t and 
he kat the gkicy ef lus sHeogth, 
when he beeune eo weak that a fe- 
male eould tarn his head abooli 
which has adveisBry could not. 
" Than," says Bishop Taylor, "aie 
the follies and weakness of'^man, antf 
tey are dishaaanvable to religioiL 
namely, that a man ahould contend 
nobly sjid do handsome^, and then 
be taken in a base and diabmiourable 
astion, and ao,aa it were, mingle ve- 
nom with hb delioioaa ointment. 

MECSaSITT OF WATCHFULNESS. 

TvE.enre waa fomed far noble and 
deli^itfiil^ ]^nrpaBe% to. admire, to aur- 
vay, to iiliatmgiiiah, to goard, todiieot, 
to enjoy, fiut hewteftenis thisuse- 
ftd oigan diverted to bMe and sinful 
ends. £ven good man have found it 
tbeinlet of ev&lr.ao thattheyhave 
had occasion to psay, "torn away 
mine eyas finmi beholding vanity.^' 
How prodent then to imitate hafy 
Job^ in.mflddng<a rcoveoant with our 
eyes. Sei|HO would not venture to 
Mhold hiafiuz captive, but in thepfe- 
senoe of.her maumfulhusbana, to 
whom he honauiahly reatorad her. 
Ewen Alezander-theGfleat would not 
see the beautiful dau|o^teca«f DaiiiML 
lest thaoonqueros icflhe world should 
be tanpled'b^ their charaw. Zi^- 
SBS, . tlw Locfiui hwiiltttar, cidaned 
that the eriqie of amilteiy shoidd be 
muushed with the loss of tl« cfiea- 
der's eyes. But a gieater than these 
hath enjoined us to pluck out our 
awneyes if they offend, that is, to xe- 
stminand mortify its sinful luals. 

THB WORLD INSUEnCEBlIT TO 
MAXB SUN BAPPT. 

"The greatest vanity of this world,'* 
says BiMMp Ta^br, ** is ' lemaAable 
in this, that idl its jays summed up 
together are not Hg> OKNigh to ooon- 
terpoise Ihe evil ofoao sturp disease^ 
orto<iHaya sorrow." For imsgiBe 
aaangrcsliBhisioaBlBioii, tmOy* 
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tw^ rich ai Solonianj nctoriom m 
]>avid, beloved like Titos, learned as 
Tristmegistos, powerfbl ae aU the 
Roman neatosss; all this, and the 
xesulfn m «ll thtt^ give him no more 
pieasure in the midst of a fever or the 
tortoies of tiie stone, than if he were 
only lord of a Ittle dish, and a dish- 
ftu of fountain water. Indeed the 
exceifency of a holy oonsdenoe is a 
comfort and a magazine of joy so 
great, that it sweslenrtiiemost liitter 
portion in the world, and makes tor- 
tures and death not only tolerable bat 
ainiable ; and theieibre to part with 
this treasure whose ezoeUency is so 
great for the world^ whieh is so in- 
considerable and vam, as not to have 
la it leoompense enough for the sor- 
sows of a uiarp diseass^ is a bargain 
fttD be made by none but fools and 
BMMlmen. Antiochus Epiphanes^ 
and Herod the Great with hisgrand- 
ehild Agrifpa, are sad instances of 
this gveat truth ; to each of which it 
happened that the grandeur of their 
fortune^ the greatness of their posses- 
sions, and the increase of their estate, 
^wappeared, and expired like cam- 
phire, at their arrest by those several 
sharp diseases, which covered their 
head with cyjpress, and hid their 
crowns in an mglorious grave. 

THE WORLD RfiNOUNOBD. 

The precepts of Christianity may 
appear very severe to the devotees of 
this world. The restraints which it 
imposes may seem very unnecessary 
to them. But he who knows, that the 
world lieth in wickedness, that it is 
everyway prejudicial to the interests 
of the soul; that it hath ruined its 
thousands luid tens of thousands, sees 
nothing but kindness and mercy in 
the prohibitions of the Christian re- 
liflion, and that he only can be happy 
mio keepehimself uni^potted £ram the 
world. When Dicmysius of Syra- 
cuse invited Plato to come and wit- 
ness the splendour and festivity of his 
court, the Qredan sage replied, "phi- 
losophy vvill not allow Plato to visit 
Dionyslus." So when the world 
tomnts the Chri8tia%Jie caasay, "my 
VOL. 2L 15 



religion will net allow me to oom« 
ply with the world.'' And in this 
let it be remembered the Christiail 
foeb no TCgiel, for " this is the victory 
that ovenometh the world, even our 
faith." 

Such is the nature of divine graeci 
that it teaches us to renouaoe every 
ihing which u derogatory to the di- 
vine gtory and the interest of our own 
souls. Nor is this of a compulsonr 
nature^ but a vohmtary act. We 
are mayde willing in the day of divine 
power ; willing to leave the world, to 
oppose sin, to walk in the divine com- 
mands, and live to his praise. And 
can any thing be more reasonable 
than to nnounoe an evil for a good ; 
an enemy for a friend, a state of dan- 
ger for a state of safety. Aristippus 
cast his gold into the sea, sajrin^ " it 
is better these things perish by Aris- 
ti[ipus, than Anstippus by these 
things." So a Christian can say, " it 
is better give up the world, tluui to 
be conqu^ed and ruined by it." 

Grenuine foith influences us to de- 
ny ourselves, to renounce the world, 
to cherish holiness, to bear reproach, 
and to look beyond the pres^it scene 
to the world of light and eternal 
glory. Such an e&ct will be pro> 
duoed more or less on all who po»> 
sess this divine grace. The Marquis 
of Yico in Italy, when he was come 
to yeare and to the knowledge of Je- 
sus Christ, refused to be c3led the 
son and heir to a marquis, a cup- 
bearer to an emperor, and nephew to 
a pope, and enose rather to suffer 
aflliction, persecution, banishment, 
loss of lands, living, vrife, children, 
honours, and preferments, than to 
enjoy the sinful pleasures of Italy 
for a season ; esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than all the 
honours of the most brilliant connec- 
tions, and all the enjovments of the 
most ample fortune, for he had re- 
spect unto the recompense of the 
reward I 

Seneca, contemplating the beauty 
and greatness of those orbs of hght 
above, cast down his eyes to find out 
the euth hardly visible at that dis* 
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tanoe^ and breaks £Dfth into a plulo> 
•oplncal difldain : Is it this to which 
itkb great designs and vast denies of 
men are confined. Is it lor this, there 
is such distarbenoe of notions, wan, 
ftnd shedding of bloodi O IbDy, O 
f oiy, c^ deceived men ! to imainne 
great kingdoms in the compws of an 
atom, to raise armies, to divide a point 
of earth with theit sword ! It is i nst 
as if the ants should conceive a field 
to he several kingdoftas, and fiercely 
contend to enlarge their borders^ and 
celebrate a triumph in gaining a foot 
of earth, or a new province to their 
empire." And firom nence he excites 
men to ascend in thdr thooghts, and 
lake an intellectual possession of the 
material heavens, as most worthy of 
their minds. But the soul that is 
taised by fidth looks beyond the stanj 
heavens. How much more justly is 
it fiOed with noble wonder at the di- 
vine and truly great things in the spi- 

th( 
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ritual world, and looks cbwn on 
lower scene of thin^ and all that 
has the name of felicity here, as sor- 
did and vile. 



tiOYE OF THE WOBLD 
ISccLESiASTiCAL histofians relate 
ihat in the time of the persecution 
W Decius, the rich men among the 
Christians, were most easily and mi- 
serably foiled ; the love of the world 
was a dangerous snare in their hearts, 
of Uieir revolting back to pagan idol- 
atry and the bondage of Satan. And, 
ih the time of the Arian persecution 
how many who by thdr titles and 
office were specially obliged to be va- 
liant for the truth, ana to contend 
earnestly for the faith, yet did accom- 
modate their profession to their aspir- 
in^ambition and greedj avarice I The 
standard of their rehmon was the 
pith of the state : they nad a political 
fidth, and appeared either Orthodox 
or Ajrian, ais the public favour shone 
Upon truth or heresy* 

What are all eaithfy things when 
compared to those oi'^a heavenly na- 
ture 1 When one was asked, whe- 
ther he did not adnure the goodly 
^rtroctote of a stately house^ he an- 



swered, '•no! for,"8a]thhe, "Ihftvtf 
been at Rome, where more ma«mifi^ 
cent fiibiics are to be seen." Thu» 
when Satan would present the things 
^this world, as delightloi and engage 
ing, we can say they are of no vat* 
lue in our estimation, having seen by 
fidth the temple of Qod above, a house 
not made with handa^ eternal in the 
heavens* ■ . t 

YamiTt of the worlds 

It was the saying of a rich man^ 
though the people Imted and taunted 
him, yet when he came home and 
looked npon his chests, "Egomet 
mihi jdaudi domi." With how 
much better reasons do believers bear 
out external mjnries ! What | in- 
ward contentment, when they con^ 
fflder themsdves truly enriched with 
the favour of God! And as this 
makes them contemn the contempts 
that the world puts upon them, so 
likewise it breeds in them a n^led 
and disdain of those poor trifles, that 
the world admires. The sum of their 
desires is, that the rejrs of the love of 
God may shine constantly upon 
them. The favoureble aspect and 
large proffen of kings and princes 
would be unwelcome to them, if they 
should stand betwixt them and tte 
sight of that sun ; and truly they 
have reason. What are the nighest 
things the world affords? What are 
great honours, and jgreat estates, but 
great cares and gnefs, well dressed 
and coloured over with a show of 
pleasure, which promise contentment 
and perform nothing but vexation ? 
That they are not satisfying, is evi- 
dent ; fi)r the obtaining of much of 
them only whets the appetite, and 
teaches men to desire more. Nei- 
ther are they solid. Will not the 
pains of a gout, of a strangury, or 
some such malady (to say nothing of 
the pains of a ^lilty conscience) 
blast all these delights 7 What reHdb 
finds a man in Iturge revenues, and 
stately buildmgs, in hiffh preferments^ 
honourable titles, when . either hi^ 
body or his mind is in anguish ? And 
besktos the emptiness « all these 
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^ , yoa know they want one 
main point, continwuux. But the 
kmng kindness oi God poaeeflBes 
every requinte to make the loul 
happy. 

THE WORLD A. BEA 

We are all of us too prone to seek 
for ha{>piness in earthly things. We 
^nly imajjine that in change of sit- 
uation or cucumstances we snail have 
less care and fewer troubles ; forget- 
dnf that eveiy place, every situation, 
liath its pecuuar difficulties. Should 
worldly prosperity, however, attend 
us, as disciples of Christ we should 
Temember where we are; and that 
while in the worid we must expect 
to meet with tribulation. A fnend 
of the &moi]s Mr. J. Dod being 
raised from a mean estate to much 
worldly greatness, Mr. Dod sent him 
word tntd, " this was but like going 
out of a boat into a ship ; and he 
should remember, that wnile he was 
in the world, he was still on the sea.'* 
XiOt us then wisely prepare for diffir 
culties, and learn to cast all our cares 
on Him who holds the, winds in his 
£sts, who stills the waves of the sea, 
jmd who has promised to guide his 
people safe into the haVen of rest. 

THE PRESENT WORLD A STATE OF 
EXILE TO A GOOD MAN. 

A HOLT indifference of affection to 
present things, makes it eacr^ to part 
with them, anid death less ftarful to 
us. I>avid, though a kinff, declares, 
he was a stranger on eart^ not only 
with respect to his transient condi- 
tion, but nis inward disposition ; and 
that he was as a weaned child from 
the admired vanities of the world. 
Chrysoetom, in a letter to Ciriacus, 
who was tenderly sensible of his ba- 
Jiishment vrrote to him, " you now 
b^n to uunent my banishment^ but 
I Eave done so for a long time ; for 
flinoe I knew that heaven was my 
iXMiDtry, 1 have esteemed the whofe 
«arth a place of exile. Constantino- 
pkt tarn whence Iwn ejqpeUed, is as 



distant from paradise, as the desert to 
which they send me." 



MISCELLANEOrS. 

It is represented as the peeufiir 
glory of Theodoeios, that he seated 
malesty and love in the same throne, 
"But how distant is the neatest 
monarch in the world from me Son 
of the eternal God, the Prince of the 
kings of the earth ! Love brought 
him down from his throne in heaven, 
where he was adored by the angels^ 
and united him to our nature in our 
lowl^ state ; that we might be raised 
to his kingdom, and united to him in 
glory." 

One of the ancient Romans high« 
ly celebrates the astronomers ^vnio 
discovered the true causes of the 
eclipses of the sun and moon, and 
thereby freed the world from the 
double darkness of ignorance said 
fear; for before that discovery, men 
believed the obscuring of those great 
lights to be the fainting fits of nature, 
and mortal symptoms threatening an 
universal calamity. But what prayer 
and blessing is due to our Saviour, 
who hath ffiven lis inMible assoi 
ranee that the death of the rij^hteoua 
is not, as the heathen world imagin*- 
ed, an irrej^rable loss of life, but a 
short eclipsmg of this low and mean 
light that IS common tp sensitive crea^ 
tures, to be restored more excellent 
and permanent in heaven, wherp 
those stars shine in the divine pre» 
sence forever. " Thanks be to God 
which gives us the victoir throuffh 
our Liord Jesus Christ" This should 
render him infinitely precious to U8^ 
and inflame our hearts with desires 
equal to our obligations to serve him* 

The Psalmist indemnified himself 
bv an intercourse with the people of 
God for the inmij done him by the 
gieat. " I am," said he, " a comjpan-; 
ion of all them that fear thee, and of 
them that keep thy precepts. Suffer 
me to sanctify nere, the profiin* 
praise, which Ludan gave PompeT| 
** the gods are kir Cesar, but Cato U 
Sar Pompey.'' Yes, the appiobftliiMl 
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Qif C«to IB j>iefen^le to that of the 
gods ! I mean tiiOK imagbiarjgods 
who frequently usurp the lights of 
the true God. 

Is it a testimony of great military 
■kill in a general to range an army 
composed of divenB nations that have 
gnat antipathies between them, in 
that order which is necessaiy to se- 
cure a victorious bat^l And is it 
not a testimony of infinite providence 
to dispose all the hosts of heaven 
and earth, so as tiiat they should join 
saccessftilly for the preservation ot 
nature 1 It is astonishing that any 
riiould be of such a reprolMite mina, 
as not to be convinced by the sight of 
the world, a visible word, that more 
gloriously illustrates the perfections 
of the di^tor, than the sublimest 
eloquence, that oonceids what it de- 
signs to represent When Sophocles 
was accused by his ungratefiu sons, 
that his understanding having de- 
clined with his age, he was unnt to 
manage the affairs of his family, he 
made no other defence before the 
judges, but recited part of a tragedy 
newly composed by him, and left it 
to their decision, whether there was 
a fiiilure in bis intellectual powers. 
Upon which he was not only absolv- 
ed, but crowned with praises. 

A musical amateur of eminence, 
who had often observed Mr. Cado- 
gan's inattention to his performances, 
once said to him, '< come, 1' am deter- 
mined to make you feel the force of 
music; pay particular attention tp 
this piece.'' It was played. " Well, 
What do you say now T' "Why, just 
what I said before." "What! can 
you hear this, and not be charmed 1 
Well, I am quite surprised at your 
insensibility : tphere are your ears ?" 
"Bear with me, my lord !" replied 
Mr. Cadogan, " since I too have had 
my surprise. I have often from the 
pidpit set before you the most strik- 
ng and affecting truths: I have 
aoonded notes that have rused the 
^ead ; — I have snd, 'surely he wiU 
ftel* now; but you never seemed 
<^Knned with my mude) though in- 
finitely more interesting than yoma. 



— I too haye been ready to say, wkH 
astonishment, Whore are ywr eon 7^ 

God m more angi^ at a sin oem^ 
raitted by Ins servants, than at many 
by persons who are enemies ; andean 
uncivil answer from a son to a &ther, 
fitom an obliged poion to a bene&Q- 
tor, is a greater indecency, than if 
any enemy should storm ms houses 
or revile him to his &ce. Augustus 
Cesar taxed all the world, and God 
took no public notice of it ; but when 
David taxed and numbered a petty 
province, it was not to be expiatedl 
without a plague : because such per- 
sons, besiaes the direct dn, add the 
circumstance of ingratitude to God, 
who hath redeemed them from their 
vain conversation, and fi^m deatlv , 
and hell ; and consigned to them the 
inheritance of sone^ giving them hi» 
grace and Spirit, with many periods 
of comfort, and a certain hope, and 
visible earnest of immortality. No» 
thing is baser than that such a per- 
son, against his reason, against his 
mterest, against his God, against so- 
many obligations, against his general 
practice, against his very habits and. 
acquired inclinations, should do a dis> 
honourable action. 

To expect to give a just idea or 
Christianity by any quality as de- 
tached from the whole, would be to 
resemble a certaait Atfaeniaiij who 
having a palace to sell, took out a 
single brick from the wall, and pro* 
du^ k at the auction, as a eped- 
men of the edifice. 

The temperamentait hist is the root, 
from wheoee many odiers spring and 
are fed ; and the eradicating orthat^ 
takes away the strength and 1^ ef 
other i^ious affections. The king 
of S^ria comnwided his captadns not 
to ^ht against snull or great, but 
only against the kinr of Israel, and 
aftor he was slain, me victory over 
his anm^ wae presentty obtained. 
Let us dnect our zeal against the be- 
setting sin^ for alt tile servile luste 
must fell and die with that. When 
Mkhridates, tite king of Peiatus,^ * 
fieree i»placabie enemy of the R^ 
mtautf was killed^ their jey wae «ii|«^ 
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bennt in — crifiwMi and ieute, 
countiiig that an army of entmies 
were extinguished in his single death. 

" As often as I have been amoB* 
vain men," laid one, "I vetumed 
kome, lessamanthan I sfas hefbie." 
Real Christians can find no |ileasare 
in associating with the widud.-* 
Though in the present state they 
oannot be entirely secluded from 
them, yet they are desirous of a?^- 
ing ail inftimate eonneiion with 
Ihem. In moments of depression, 
die tempted Ghnsttan has found this 
abnost the oiriy evidence of gnu» he 
oould lay hold of. Weak perhaps in 
fidth, destitute ef any high enjoyment 
much harassed by the «iemy, he Wll 
still appeal to his Lord, and say, "do 
I not love ^em that iove thee, and 
have I not avoided them tl»t hate 
thee 7" This made a good woman 
at the point of death, say, *' O Loud, 
let me net so to hell, where the 
wicked are : tor thou knpwest I ne- 
ver loved their company here.** And 
what Christian will not join the 
Baalmist in aayinf, "depart from 
me, ye 'evil doers; mr I will keep the 
eommandments of my Qod.*' 

It is not ibr want of power that 
Grod spares the wicked, but because 
they are always in his hand& and he 
oan make them as susetable as they 
are sinful when he pleases., hisnot 



end will absolve Divine PrtiTidoaop 
&om all undue reflections upon the 
account of their temporal happiness. 

Dioclesian^ the last and the womi 
ef the Roman jpersecu&ig emperor^ 
observed, that the more he sooght t» 
blot out the name of Chris^ the moi» 
le^Ueitbeoune; and that whatewr 
ofChiist be thought to eradicate, it 
took the deeper root, and rose the 
higher in the hearts and lives of 
men. Those who have been^ as it 
were^ in the aims of God, are be 
men made of fire, walking in stubble t 
they consume and overcome all apgo^ 
sition^ nay^ difficulties are but as. 
vshet-stones to their fortitude. 

The Rev. Mr. M. was edncaM 
for the bar. His cenvexsioA fti9S» 
from the foOowing oireumstaBoe.. H» 
was desired one evening by some of 
his companion^ who were with bin 
at a coflm-hoose, to go and hear Mx^ 
John Wesknr, who they wef» iM 
was to pteaenin the neighbourhood ^ 
and then to return end exhibit bin 
manner and discoi^se tor their bot^ 
tertainment. H» w«it with that in- 
tention, and iast^ he entered Ihtt 
place, Mr; Westey named as his texl^ 
"prepare to laeet thy God." with * 
solenuuty of accent, which struck, 
hioi^ and which inspired a seriousnesn 
that incieassd as the good man patK 
ceaded in <;xhortiiig his hearers ft&io- 



decisive, irreversible judgmcal shall 
be pronounced and immeAately 20- 
fiioted upon them before the world. 
When an actor at Athens spoke 
with admimtion of riches, as themost 
valuable acquisition, *nd of the felici- 
ty of rich men, the peoplowere m an 
uproar at the imraorahfy of the 
speedi, and were ready to chase him 
fh»m thestage. But the poet Um- 
self appeared and desised diem to 
stop their fiiry till they saw the ca- 
lastrophej the wretched end ef that 
sordid miser. Thus we an apt to 
accuse the ways of 60^ when the 
wicked flourish, but we should stop 
«itf tiunultttous thoughtS| for their 



methodist." To which he answered*. 
"A^, gentleman, but ke has takent 
me oj^ and from that time he left 
their comj^any altoeelher^ and in Iik 
ture associated wim serious people^ 
and became himself a serious clu^ 
racter. 

It was Cicero's just censure of" 
Home», that whereas he should haiifr 
rabed eartlkto heaven by instructing 
men to liise according to the purity or 
the gods, he forced down heaven t» 
earth, and nepresented the gods ta 
live like men in this region of impii> 
rity. It is the highest slory of man . 
to be made the imase of God in nuK 
ral excellencies; and it is the vilest: 
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eMrtonefy to Qod to Muonhim 
oddiiaf to tfto inoige of 
aActitoiui. 

T%e CkriBtian Race. 

Among the West bidkiM, loine 
oenpoftedtobe goswiiftinrunniiiff 
that no hone can keep pace with 
them ; aind they have a constant rale 
in their diet, to eot no beast, or bird, 
or fiafa, that is slow in motion,£u)cying 
that it would transAne a sluciniishneas 
into them. The Christian life is, by 
the ipoetle^ compared to a race; and 
eaftluy things, fay an inseparabfe pro- 
perty of natore, so load and depeas 
the soul, thai it cannot with vigoor 
xan the race set before us. The be- 
Uever therefore, who contends for the 
hitfh prise of lua caUing, and is true 
to hk end, will be tes^ierate in ail 
tJ^s. Nay^ he wiU not only be 
circauMpect^ lest these things should 
interfc^ with his great design, bnt 
"^inm^J itkanage them in a subeervien- 
cjr to it ^^ 

Tie irn^ Balance. 
In the leign of kkig Charles I. the 
golds m iths of l^ndoi^^ Wl a cus- 
tom of weighing leveia^orte of tiieir 
precious metal befora the pniry ooon- 
cil:. On this occasion, ^th«^ nM^de «se 
of scales poised with suc^ exqt»aite 
luoety, that the beam would turn (O^e 
master of the company ajQSrme<]|) at 
the two-hundreth pert of a gnon. 



original design. " Tfaua it beosmesi 
a man oiten to consider the end of hiK 
being, that the course of his Ufo 



may have a direct tendency to it, and 
the more excellent our end is, ih» 
more constraining is the necessity to 
prosecute it It is of great e^caey 
to reflect upon ourselves^ whither da 
mr thoughU and desires tend 1 For 
what do I spend my stren^h and- 
consume my dajw 1 Will it be my 
last account, how much by my prur- 
dence and diUgenee I have exceeded 
others in temponl acquisitions 1" 10 
a general were at play while the ar- 
mies are eniniging, would it be a no- 
ble expbit for biim to win the gamoi 
while his armies for want of a con* 
ductor lost the victory? Will it be; 
profitable for a man to sain the world 
and loae his own soull Liet oon- 
seSsDce answer in truth. 

It has been observed of Phocim^ 
that he never appeared elated in 
prosperity or dejected in adversity i 
ne neves betrayed pusillanimity by a 
tear, or joy by a smile. 

It is said of Mr. William Fuller^ 
the banker in London, that in the* 
course of his life, and at his death, he: 
gave to the support of the cause of 
religion, in diferent ways, to the 



amount of sixty thousand pounds! 

When the neat Phyndan of soul» 
appeared in the lidness of time, he 
demonstratively proved hknself to. 

,^ ^, ^ ^. - . ,l» that divine person, whom pH>> 

i% the femous alton»y^neral,J p^^^ i^ to whose piwse, 

"^??« J'M''i'l*5?!L^ '^Pli' pwiiits had sung. He went about 
ed "I should be loth then to have 1 doimr cood ^.,1 hLi^ «ii »^»»^*»4r 
all my actions weighed in those 
scales/' With whom I heaitily con- 
GUf i says the pious Hervey, in rela- 
tion to myself. And since the bal 



ances of uie sanctuair, the balances 
in God^s hand, are mnnitely more ex- 
aet* O what need have we of the 
merits and righteonsDess of Christ to 
make us acceptable in his sight and 
passable in his esteem I 

It was pradent counsel that one of 
th6 ancients gave for composmg a 
book, that the author dequently re- 
flect Upon the title,^ that it maj 
Qonespood m «U the parts wtk m 



dwag good, and heded aUmann^of 
tojases, and every spedes of iniquity 
that could infect the soul. Wheni 
the Grecian painter Zeturw, p^resent- 
ed gratQitoUBly bi^ incompandile pic- 
tures, his vaniW wtompted him to< 



S' ve this reason for his oond^ ; "that 
s performances were above all 
prioe." But Jeaw bemg j;;<ord ^ 
aUf performed his mighty works 9i 
healing freely, and without a reward ; 
because it was impossible to propwe 
any to him, which could either nmit 
his fovour or daim his aooeptanc^j 
and we do not find that a sin^e pe»> 
SOD, amon^aU the QudtitudovwAklk 
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1m iMAled, was eo inieiMible of the hour was in vain. A plain honest 
wsith of the xamsdy or ^ignkj of penon, however, managed the argn- 
the j^yflician, as to nake him bo do- m^nt in a difleient manner ; by re^ 
graduig aa oner. He healed fox n»> tferring not so much to U^ical reason- 
Sbinff; «ad those whom he healed ling as to the work of the divine Spi 



ooold give him nothing but what his 
own boonty bad previously confexied 
upon than. 

Dr. Crow, chaplun to Bishop Gib- 
son, bequeathed him two thmisand 
five hundred pounds : but the bishop 
understanding the doctor had lett 
some poor relations, nobW resigned 
the whole l^aey in their favour. 

The worthy Mr. Thornton, of 
Glapham, it is said, expended annual- 
ly two thousand pounds in the dis- 
tribution of religious books only, and 
Us charities readied to the remotest 
part of tiie globe. John Baptist Jo- 
seph Languet, vicar of St Sulpioe at 
Paris, sometimes disbursed the sum 
of a million of fivres in charities, in a 
angle year. When there v^as a 
general dearth in 1725, he sold, in 
order to relieve the poor, his house- 
bold goods, his pictures, and some 
curious (Heces ot ftumiture that he 
had procured with great difBculty. 

while human reason is not to be 
despised, we must ever remember, it 
is not to be idolized. Man, in his 
present state, is a disordered bein^; 
his understanding is douded, and his 
reasoning powers are injured by the 
fWU- To suppose we can know every 
thing, and espedally divine things, 
by the mere enbrt of reason is absurd. 
Revelation, as it was necessary, so it 
has been vouchsafed to mankind; 
those therefbnre who take this as their 
mle, are certain to obtun true know- 
ledge ; but those who refbse it, must 
atm wander on in error.^ As £vine 
revdation is given, so divine influence 
is promised. As all systems^ both in 
ereation and Providenoe, are main- 
tained, and carried on by a constant 
supernatural enersv; so the mind 
lies dead, daik, and insensible, until 
it becomes the subject of divine ope- 
ntion. 

Several learned men tried to ptf- 
snade a great scholar to believe in 
ChnBlwiufty,,biit it iqnm. all thiar la* 



rit: so that at last the scholar ex- 
claimed, '* when I heard no more than 
humaii leaaon, I opposed it with hu- 
man reason \ but when I heard the 
Spirit, I was obliged to surrender." 
Thus it is that the wisest trusting to 
theb own wisdom are lost; while- 
those who are taught of the S^nrit, 
know the way of God in truth. 

It is of great importance how ptt>> 
rents act towards adr children. A 
vranton young lady once told her vi- 
dous mother, who was standing by 
her bed-side, " that it was too late t(> 
speak of God to her; for," says she^ 
y you have undone me, and I am go- 
in^ to hell befeie, and you wffl ces- 
tamly come after." Plato, seeing a 
child domg xmscbief in the streets, 
went immediatdy and corrected its. 
fktiier for it. That ftther who does 
not correct his child, when he doeft 
amiss, is himself justly corrected fat 
his fliult^ and it is the pattern of 
Gk)d's judicial proceedings : for as h» 
visits the iniquities of the fathera 
upon the children who imitate them ; 
80 he visits the iniauitied of the chil- 
dren upcm the fetners, who countC' 
nance tmd indulge them. 

It is too common with some pro- 
fessors, under a pretence of megmfy* 
ing the grace of God, to excuse their 
want of zeal, and their negligence in 
the duties of religion, by pleadings 
that thejT can do nothing witnout th» 
sensible influence of grace upon their 
mmds. 

I once heard a zealous minister 
(now with God) talking in his sleep,, 
which was a very cu^mair thii^ 
vnth him, and lamenting this dis- 
position in some professors, wluch he 
thus reproved, "I am a poor crear 
' ture, says one, and I can do nothing, 
says another, ^o, and I am airaia 
you do not waatt to do much, I know 
YOU have no strength of your own,, 
but how is it you do not cry to tb^ 
QtKODgfixc strength r 
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Philip, king of Macedon, being 
vuged to assist, by the credit and au- 
thaiity he had with the judges, a per* 

'ould be quite 



son whose reputation woi 
lost by the sentence that was gaiMS 
to be pronounced affainst him, ''I 
Itad rather,'' sa^s he, " that he should 
lose his reputation than I mine," 

T%« persevering Cynic. 
However a Christian may suffer 
from pdnful dispensations of Divme 
Provioence; however Gfod maj smite 
and chastise him; jet he can find 
h^ypiness no where but in hnn.^ It 
iseaid that Diogenes became a disci- 
ple of Antisthenes, who was at the 
nead of the Cynica Antisthenes at 
first refused to admit him into his 
house, and even struck him with a 
stick. Diogenes cahnly bore the re- 
buke and said, " Strike me, Antis- 
thenes; but never shall you iSnd a stick 
sufficientiy hard to remove me from 
your presence, whilst there is any 
thing to be learnt, any in&rmation 
to be gained from yoar conversation 
and acquaintance. Such firmness 
recommended him to Antisthenra, 



the appendix to a funeral sernion 
pleached by Dr. Ryland, on occasioD 
o( the death of the Rev. J. Symonds^ 
of Bedford, (1788,) who says tiiat he 
has firequentfy heard the above anec- 
dote repeated in conversation in the 
town and neighbourhood of Bedfoid, 
and with this addition, that the ju^ 
idiould say to the counsellora, " wdL 
this cordwainer has wound you w 
up) gentiemen !'' 

Seif-condemruUion. 
While the proud pharisee boasts of 
his fancied righteousness, and trusts 
in his own works for salvation, the 
true believer is deeply humbled under 
a view of his own unworthiness. He 
mourns over the mani&ld infirmities 
of his nature ; and knows that it is 
by grace alone he can be saved. Hia 
conduct indeed may be uniform, so 
that none can accuse him: yet he 
oondemns himself, and his imperfec- 
tion in all he does. A patriarch of 
Alexandria, being introduce to an 
old rel^ious person in his h^rmitagej 
asked him wnat he fi)und in that de- 
sert. To wluch he answered, " to 



and he became his most devoted pu- judge and condemn myself pexpetual- 
pil. So the Christian can say, taatlly; that is the employment of my 

. ^. * solitude;" the patriarch answered, 

"there is no other way." Now, 
though tiiere is no necessity to se> 
elude ourselves from society, or to 
retire into a wilderness ; yet tne only 
way to heaven is through the vaUey 
of aumiliation. It is thus only that 
we can appreciate the eospel of 
Christ, and see the suitameness of 
his righteousness, and the absolute 
necessity of his grace. Living and 
dying, therefore, this must be our 
language—" God be merdfid to me 4^ 
sinner f 



nothing shall ever separate him from 
f(\m who is the source of all his 
knowledge, and safety, and joy. 

77^ learned Cordwainer. 

It is credibly reported of l3ie Rev. 
ISTehemiah Cox, once pastor of the 
Church at Cranfield, in Bedfordshire, 
«nd author of a discourse on the co- 
venants, Sprinted in 1684,) that he 
followed tne business of a cordwainer, 
«nd was persecuted for preaching the 
gospel as a non-conformist. When 
Be came upon his trial at Bedford 
assizes, he first pleaded in Grreek, and 
then in Hebrew; upon which the 
judge calling for the indictment, 
wherein he was styled, " Nehemiidi 
Cox, cordwainer," expressed his sur- 
prise, and declared uiai none there 
could answer him; and, upon Mr. 
Cox aivuing that it was but feir that 
lie shomd pfead in what language he 
fileased, he was dismissed. 
^ We tooiscribe this anecdote fimn 



7%e Aged ChriaHan. 
An aged Christian in much dis- 
tress of mind was once comphiining to 
a friend, of his miserable condition; 
and among other things said, ^ that 
which troubles me most is, that God 
will be dishonoured by my fall.»» His • 
friend hastily caught at this, and used 
it for the purpose of comforting him ; 
'*«it thou careful ef the henour of 
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<3od9--«id dert tliim tiimk tlut God 
katlr na eaie of thee and of thy sahra- 
lion?" A soul foiaaken <^ God oares 
not what heoorafls of the honoBr of 
God ; therefoio be of good cheer : if 
God's heeft wefe not towards diee, 
iSiine would not be towafds God ; or 
towurds the lemembrance^of his name. 

Tkt tuUenHve ChdldreiL 

Perhaps more attention should be 
'paid to the rising generation in an ad- 
dress from the pmpit than what is 
evdinarily done. They may vnder 
the divine blessing receive more be- 
nefit than we susj^Bct. A child after 
being remarkably attentive to the ser- 
mon, was obfserved to weep whm 
going to bed, on the Lord's day even- 
ing. On being asked the cause, the 
litSe one replied, "because I am so 
wicked, and Jesus Christ has been so > 
eood to us as the minister said." — . 
Another child, six years old, Inving 
Iheard a minister preach on the minis- 
try of angels, said to her friends, " I 
am not afnid to go to bed now, 
(&0Ugh before very fearful,) for Mr. 
— said, *the angels watch over 
us while we are asleep,' " and tins 
actually cured her of her fears. Ano- 
l^r, about seven years old, hearing 
the same minister preach on secret 
wor8hip,went home and retired to her 
etoset, and ever since has continued 
to pray and read the scriptures in 
private. It is good, therefore, fer 
ehBdren to be under the word; the 
seed may be sown which i^iaU after- 
wards sprimr up and produce abun- 
dance<7fri£. ^ ^ 

Miss Dinah Dowdney of Portsea, 
who died at nine years of age, one 
day in her illness, said to her aunt, 
wtth whom she Kved, *'when I am 
dead, I should IJke Mr. Griffin to 
preach a sermen to chikiien to per- 
fiaade them to love Jesus Christ, to 
obey their parents, not to tell lies, but 
to think about dying, and going to 
heaven. I have been thinking," said 
she, '< what text I should like him to 
SVeach finMn— 3 Kirqn, iv. 26. You 
aie the Shunamite ; Mr. G. is the 
^fophet, Afld I Am the Shwiannte'a 




child. When I am dead, I dare mf 
you will be nievied. Thou^ you 
need not The prophet will come to 
see ^ou, and when he says, ' Ebw i» 
it with the child 1' you may say, * it n 
WELL.' 1 am sum it will th«i be well 
with me, for I shaJi be la heaven, sin^ 
in^ the pcaisesoff God. You ouffllt to 
thmkitwelltoo." Mr.G. aoooz 
fiilfiUed the wish of this pielis 

T%c Crown of TTiome, 

It was the custom of some heathen 
nations to bring tkeir sacrifices to the 
altars, crowned with garlands; but 
thorns were the garlands with which 
the great sacrifice, the Redeemer, wa» 
crowned. These thorns it b proba- 
ble, were vei^ painful aod fetched 
blood from his head, and formed a 
palt of the sufiTerinffli he endured for 
ois people. But if ne endured such 
pain and misery fat us, what shaJl 
we not endure fer him % for is it fit 
that the head should be crowned wilii 
thorns, and the members with rose- 
buds! Godfirey of Boulogne, first 
king of Jerusalem, refUsed to be 
crowned with a crown of gold, sfvf-- 
ing, " It became not a Christian 
there, to wear a crown of gold, where 
Christ, for our salvation, wore a 
crown of thorns.'* So it doth not be- 
come us as his followers to look fer 
great things here. " The servant 
is not greater than his k)rd ! If they 
have persecuted me they will alsoper- 
secute you." May we be enabled to 
endure the cross and despise the 
shame. Amen. 

Compassion. 

We are in&mied by a certain hkh 
torian, of two brothers, one of whom 
for a capital crime was condemned to 
die, but upon the appearance of the^ 
other, who had lost aa aim m the 
successful defence of his country, and 
the presentation of the renudni 
stump, the judbes were so a^t 
with a gra£eliir fscoUeclaon of 
past servKos, as finely for his sake to 
pardon his guiHylnrodier. 

Thus our exalted Aedeemer ap- 
pearing " on the throne as a Laxab 
thst htd beeo «hua," Aev. d. e,/^ with 
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wean of honour in fais fleBh, and tri- 
vmph in his eyes," olently but pow- 
^frfmy len^ids His heaTeniy Father 
•of his bitter snfferini^ and the im- 
portantdes^ of them, even the sal- 
nation of his peojple. Nor does he 
thos appear in tain. 

When the London apprentices 
came before Henry VIII. pleading 
pardon for their insurrection, the 
monarch, moved by such a sight, and 
their cry, "mercy, mercy,"' said, 
^ take them away, I cannot bear it !" 
If such a king cduld be moved by 
audi a plea, how forcible must the 
jiinner's plea be in the ears of Jesus 
Christ? 

Font of Conscience, 

The conscience that is now stupi- 
fied by sensuality will make furious 
reflections upon the folly of the sin- 
ner's choice, and be more tormenting 
than the infernal fiends. When Croe- 
sus, the rich king of Lydia, was 
Iwund to the stake, and the fire kin- 
dled for his burning, he lamentably 
called out, " Sohn^ Solon, SoUm r 
and being asked the reason of it, de- 
idared, that in the height of his pros- 
perity, that wise Grecian had advised 
nim to prepare for a revolution from 
his gloiy and greatness, into a miser- 
able state, and his neglect of that 
counsel was more tormenting than 
. the loss of Ms kingdom. How pier- 
cing will the remembrance be to lost 
aouu of their despising the instruc- 
tions^ warnings, and gracious methods 
of the divine wisdom, to have prevent- 
ed their ruin; that mercy tnat was 
■so often and so rebeUiousiy resisted. 
This wiU be the heU of aU hells! 



Oario&iiy Reproved, 

*' Vain curiosity ought not to be 
indulged ; and when it is, it seldom 
escapes punishment" 

Nitocris, a celebrated queen of Ba- 
bylon, ordered herself to be buried 
«ver one cX the {ptes of the dty, and i 
placed an inscnption on her tomb, 
which sigiiified, that her successor 
would ifiiKl great treasures within, if 
ewt th^ w«iia in need of money, 



but that their hiboanwiHiU be ISlw 
paid if ever they ventured to opea it 
without necessity. Cyrus opened il^ 
through curiosity, and was struck te 
find within theae vrords ! " If thy 
avaiioe had not been insatiabloi thoa 
never wouldst have violated the mon- 
uments of the dead." 

Caution to he used in judging 
others. 

In the primitive church as well as 
now, there was much difi^nce of 
opinion as to some non-essential and 
inferior things in religious services : 
we either lay too much stress on some 
things or too little on others. To 
cultivate the spirit of devotion is the 
great object: if the means which my 
brother uses in order to prosecute this^ 
are somewhat difierent from mine^ 
why should I judge him if we arrive 
at the same end 1 In defining the 
operation of religious principle, one 
observes, I am afraid of becoming an 
Albert Durer. Albert Durer gave 
rules for forming the perfect figure of 
a man. He marked and defined all 
the relations and proportions. AJ- 
bert Durer's man became the model 
of perfection in every academy in £u-> 
rope, and now every academy in Eu- 
rope has abandoned it, because it is 
supposed no such figure was ever 
found in nature. I am afiraid of re- 
ducinff the variety, which to a cer> 
tain degree, may be of Grod's own 
forming, to my notion of perfection. 
" You must maintain and cultivate a 
spirit of devotion." I say to all, " but 
be ye judges, as conscientious men, of 
the particular means suited to your 
dicumstances." 



7^ duty qf attending to our * 
Calling, 

Whatever be our condition in the 

£ resent world, our great object must 
B to serve Qod : whether we are 
rich or poor, masters or servants^ 
young or old, single or married, in 
private or public stations, tUs is the 
ffrand end we must keep in view. 
Nor is tiiere any state in lifb, heW- 
ever low md mean, that will exemfi 
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& ttum from his duty. Phidias was a 
fiunoas sculptor ; he excited the ad- 
niratioii of men, because he could 
ijhow his extraordinary skill not only 
in gold, and marble, and ivory, but in 
mean materials, in wood or ordinair 
rtone. Thus a Christian is to glon- 
fy his Grod and Saviour in the lowest 
as well as the highest station in life ; 
therefore, said me apostle, let every 
man wherein he is called therein 
abide with God. 

7%« Crucifix J or human Ceremoniet, 

Should any apply the Jewish 
tcience of ceremonies to the Christian 
reli^on, and pretend to set off the 
service and attract the eyes of fine 
folks in the world, they would op- 
pose the wise designs of Jesus Christ, 
which wiiis to supply the wants of the 
poor with the goods of the church. 
Into two extremes, both contrary to 
the spirit of Christianity, this science 
leads people ; they who can afibrd it, 
oppose the humiuty of Christ by a 
profusion of grandeur, all inconsist- 
ent with the simplicity of Christ ; 
they who cannot oppose the dignity 
of Christ, by applymg in his worship 
a kind of mean cast-off finery : thus 
a Greek bishop, who pretended he 
could not penorm public worship 
without a crucifix, and not being able 
to procure one, contrived to make one 
on the spot with two bits of broken 
lath ; as if the Grod he adored had 
been a finical being of small under- 
standing and great ostentation. How 
Uttle was the true glory of the church 
understood by this man ! The pro- 
phet Isaiah, indeed, speaks of its 
glory as superior to all others. — 
" iurise, shine ; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee." 

The Divine AUrUmtes the Object qf 
jF\iithjnot of Becuon, 

Man's i^oxance of the manner in 
which divme mysteries exist, is no 
sufficient plea for infidelity, when the 
scripture reveals that they do exist 
For reason, which is limited and re- 
stricted, cannot firame a conception 
that is commensozate to the essence 



and power of God. This will np- 
pear more clearly by considering the 
mysterious exoeueneifls of the cuvine 
nature, the certainty of which we 
believe, though the manner we can* 
not understand ; as that his essence 
and attributes are the same, without 
the least shadow of composition ; yet 
his wisdom and power are to our ap- 
prehensions^ distmct, and his mercy 
and justice in some manner opposite ; 
that his essence is entire in all places, 
yet not terminated in any ; that He 
IS above the heavens; and beneath 
the earth, yet hath no relation of high 
or low, distant or near ; that He pe- 
netrates all substances, but is mix- 
ed with none ; that He understands^ 
yet receives no ideas within himself; 
that He wills, yet has no motion that 
carries him out of himself; that in 
Him time hath no succession, that 
which is past is not gone, and tiiat 
which is luture, is not to come. That 
He loves without passion, is angry 
without disturbance, repents without 
change. The perfections of God are 
above the capacity of reason fully to 
understand, yet essential to the Deity. 
Here we must exalt &ith and abase 
reason. 

Security qf a Chrietian, 

How noble b ihe triumph of the 
Christian! Although exposed to 
manifold difficulties, and persecuted 
by powerful and dangerous enemies, 
yet he knows he is safe ; yea, even 
though death is before him, and be 
M a martyr to truth, he can still re- 
joice. 

Socrates, when unrighteously per- 
secuted to death, said of his enemies^ 
with a courage becoming the heart of 
a Christian, " They may kUl me, but 
they cannot hurt me.'* So a Chris- 
tian may truly say ; for nothing can 
eventually injure him, for his me is 
hid with Chnst in Grod. 

T^emptation, 

In whatever situation we are, or 
whatever progress we have made in 
the good way, we must not expect 
to be exempt firom temptations, xhe 
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tmtmf knows well how to sdapt 
them to our age, feelings, eonstkutaon, 
^WB, cuoaoMilanceB, and aenies. — 
We have^ howerer, the divine pro- 
mises of snppoit, so that the weak- 
est need not oespnur. Letus remem- 
ber that under the divine blessing, 
they will only be rendered protitable to 
humble us, but excite dependence, as 
well as fit us to sympathize with 
othen. 

Deceitfitlnets qf the Heart, 

" I find more solid truth in that one 
scripture," says the pious Halibur- 
ton, " which tells us that ' the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked,' than in many vo- 
lumes of idle and unscriptural no- 
tions reared up on the subtle aigu- 
ings of men, whose eyes have never 
been opened to see the plague of thdr 
own hearts, and who therefore run 
out in asserting such an ability, and 
power, and inclination to good in 
man, as neither scripture, nor the ex- 
perience of such as have their eyes 
m the least measure opened, admito 
of. However, if others will think 
that there are in them such good in- 
clinations, I will quit my part in 
them. Woful experience convin- 
ces me, and obliges me to acknow- 
ledge to my own shame, that I never 
looked towards the Loitl's way, save 
when he drew me. *' I was as a bul- 
lock unaccustomed to the yoke ;" I 
never went loujger in it than the 
force lasted : T mclined to sit down, 
and sat indeed down at every step : 
no great sign I had any heart to tne 
way ! I never got up again, but when 
the Lord's power was anew put forth. 
I all this while never went one step 
but with, a grudse: I frequently 
looked back to Soaom ; I have been 
as a backsliding heifer ; I was griev- 
ed for what I left behind. My heart 
clave to what my light had the great- 
est opposition to. Thus I was one 
of them that rebel against light. I 
often refused where the command 
was plainest When I was brooffht 
into a strait, I betook myself rather 
to any shift than to Christ. Sin bit 



me^ and yet I kved : my heart de- 
ceived me often ; and vet I trusted 
in it, rather thanin Goo. Grod d^t 
with me in a way of kindness ; but 
when he spake to me in my prosper* 
ity, I would not hear : He smote me ;. 
and I went on frowaidly : I never 
parted with any sin, till God beat 
me, and drove me from it, and hedeed 
in mj way. Surely this looks uke 
the heart, deceitful above all things, 
and desperately vricked.'* 



We were not sent into this world 
with orders to make ourselves misers 
able, but vrith abilities, and directions^ 
and helps, to search ont the best pos- 
sifaUities of happiness which remain 
to beings fidlen fiom that state of 
moral and mental reetitade in which 
man was created ; to make the bat 
of the ruins of that perfect worid 
whose beauty he had maned, and 
whose capacity of conferring felidty- 
he had nttally impaired. Human 
life, therefore, abounding as it does in 
blessings and mercies, is not the 
bHssfuI vision which yontfaffal fency 
images, or poetry fingns, or romance 
exhmits. It is in a considerable 
measure compounded of painftil and 
of dull realities, and not a splendid 
tissue of grand evento or brilliant 
exploite ; it is to some an almost un- 
wearied steto of penury, to many a 
series of cares and tronbles, to all a 
state of probation. But the prime* 
val punishment, the sentence of la- 
bour, jike the other inflictions of Him 
who in judgment remembers mercy, 
is transformed into a blessing. And 
whether we consider the manual in- 
dustry of the poor, or the intellectual 
exertums of the supericMr classes, we 
shall find that diligent oocupaticMi, if 
not criminaHy perverted from ite«Qd, 
is at once the instmment of virtue^ 
and the secret of happiness. Men 
cannot be safely trusted with a life 
of leisure. 

Bolineea nee^fvi to enter Beaven. 
If an unregeneiate body cannot 
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<Bttter tte kingclom of heaven, mtich 
len an unregenerate bouL An mfii^ 
room person in the civil law may be 
elcepted against, as not fit to be an 
heir; and shall the law of man be 
irarer than the law of God 1 Tibe- 
rius onoe ttdd to a person that re'' 
quested death, rather than long im- 
prisonment, " I am not yet reconciled 
to thee, that I should show thee such 
a &vour." And can wicked men, 
who are constantly insulting God, 
imagine that he can be so reconciled 
to them, aa either to take them to 
heaven, or even to annihilate them, 
and deliver them from all midery 
when they die 1 

Controversy.. 

Controversial discussions are not 
only harmless, but useiu], j^rovided 
t^uth be the inspiring motive, and 
charity the medium of conducting 
them. Truth is frequently beaten 
out by conflicting blows, when it 
mi^ht have contracted rust and im- 
purity by lying quiet, uninquired into 
and unassaileq. We are in danger 
of ^wing negligent about a truth 
which is never attacked, or of sur- 
rounding it with our own fiincfes, 
and appending to it our own excrea- 
cences ; while the assailant teaches 
even the friendly examiner to clear 
the principle of all foreign mixtures, 
aiid py givmg it more purity, to give 
it wider circulation. 

Inordinate Affection to the Worlds 
The pleasures of the world exceed- 
ingly unfit a man for the discharge 
of his duty toward God ; and those 
who are inordinately attached to 
them, seldom or ever set God before 
their eyes. Like children, who, 
when their minds are ardent for play, 
are very unwilling to go to school ; 
so when men's minds are set upon 
pleasure, their hearts are entirely 
afienated from every thing of a divine 
and holy nature. £ven Jerome com^ 
plains of himself, that though he was 
in a desolate wilderness, yet his &n- 
cv conveyed him to the dances of the 
Roman ladies. What must it be then 
Vol. a 16 



with persons fend of pleasuifes ! Let 
them, aa one observes, sequester 
thenuelves ever so much, yet their 
ftiides are filled with c(ttporeal re- 
semblances. Carnal fJea^ures make ' 
the heart fat, and so render the soul 
unable to en^pige in spiritual etiet* 
dses. As it is said of the dullest of 
all animals, that the heart is the &t-> ' 
test ; so it is with men fond of the 
world ; their heart is more indii^ 
posed towards QtoA and his ser- 
vices than any others. 

Dtfeetive Theology. 

A theoloffy which depresses the 
stendard, whiksh overlooks the ma* . 
tives^ which dilutes the doctrines, 
softens the precepts, lowers the sanc- 
tions, and mutilates the scheme 6f 
Christianity ; which meijges it in un- 
defined generalities ; which milkes it 
c<nisist m a system of morals that 
mi^ht be interwoven With almost any 
religion, (for there are few systems 
of leliffion which profess or teach 
immonuity,) a theolcgy which neither ' 
makes Jesus Christ the foundation, 
nor the fioly Spirit the elBicient 
agent, nor inward renovation a lead- 
ing {>rinciple, nor humility a distin* 
gnuishing characteristic ; which in-* ' 
sistoon a good heart, but demands not 
a renewed heart ; which inserto vir- 
tues into the stock of the old nature, 
but insists not on the necessity of a 
changed nature ;— such a theology is 
not that which the costly apparatus of 
Christianity was designed to present 
to us. But sudi a system is Socini- 
anism. 

" It is observable," says Dr. Bates, 
"that those who most excelled in 
natural wisdom were the greatest de- 
spisers of evangelical truth. The 
proud wits of the Worid chose rather 
to be masters of their own, than 
scholars to another. They made 
reason their supreme rule, and phi«^ 
losophy their highest principle, and 
would not believe what they could 
not comprehend. They represented 
Christians under scornful titles as' 
captives of a blind beUef, and derided 
their feith as the effect of felly ; and 
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rejected wvftaiioiH the onk niflVM to 
convey the knowIediiSQ of mvute m;>- 
teiietto theoi. TSbt presumed hy 
the light and etreogtn of their owql 
xeeiPi^ and viiftoe to acqiiiie felicity, 
wid lUghted th« doctniie that came 
from heaven to discover a clear way 
tfejither, and divine grace that was 
necessary to lead and assist them." 

The frreat linnsus had the fol- 
lowing inscription pbiced over the 
door of the hail in which he gave his 
lectoiies. " iniipettt eietto / Numen 
octee.** Live guiltl ess ( god <A>- 
fonwsyeu. 

We see the advantagea of those 
men that are puffed up v^th riches 
and honourai hut vre see not their 
tipihles and Teziatouk " I. wish* I 
wi^h*" sayaone, "that those who de- 
tile ochea, woi^:Conault with rich 
m0D; they vfould then, to he sure» 
be of another opinion." 

Merciea cieknowledgfid, 

^* Say ye ui^ your brethren ilmmi, 
and to your sistersi Rukanuih.** Ho- 
aea ii. 1. Say it, to brethren and to 
nsters, upon every oppertunity, and 
with the utmost importunity, that it 
may make impression upon their spi- 
xits, and not be as a seal set upon toe 
water, nor as rain fiilUog uf>on a xock, 
that leaves no sign behind it. 

The Grecians bein^ delivered out 
of servitude by Flamimus the Roman 
general, cried: out, " Soter, Soter," 
thatis, '' Saviour, Saviour," with such 
a, courage, that the very buds of the 
air, astonished thereat, fell to the 
ground. The people of Israel save 
such a bud shout at the return ofthe 
aik, that the earth rang aeain. A 
drowning man being pulled out of 
the water by Alpkonsits^ King of Ar- 
ragoHy andf rescued from so great a 
death, cried out (as soon as he came 
again to himself) by viray of thankful- 
ness, Arragon, ArragonJ Let us 
cry aloud, Ammit Rvhamah^ hitherto 
God hath he^us, who were ktdy 



(vrith those Ismelites in the wilder* 
ness) toiling qf our grai>et. Say 
^lefore wtth the Psalnust, "Be- 
cause thou hast delivered my soul 
from death, mine eyes firom teain, my 
feet from felling, I will walk before 
the Lord in the land of the living.'' 

Scriptureaf theuteof. 
A pious minister, conceiving that 
all his labours among the people of 
his charge were whcdly in vain, .was 
so extremely ^pieved and dejected 
that he determmed to leave his flock, 
and to preach his ferewell sermon ; 
but he was suddenly struck with the 
words, Luke z. 6. ** And if the son 
of peace be there, your peace shall 
rest upon it : if not^ it shall turn to 
you asain T He felt as if his Loid 
and l£kater had addressed him thus • 
" ungrateful servant, art thou not sa- 
tisfied with my pcomiBe, that my des- 
pised peace shall return to yonagainl 
Go on then to prodaim peace,'* — 
which accordingly he did, with re- 
newed vigour ana zeal. Thus, how 
useful dotn God render his own word 
in consoling and directing the minds 
of his people under their seasons of 
perplexity and sorrow^ 

Promista, 

And this is God's dealing with 
mankind ; he promises more than we 
could hope for ; and when he hath 
done that, he gives us more than he. 
hath promised. Grod hath promised 
to give to them that fear him, aH th«| 
they need, food and raiment ; but he 
adds out of the treasures of his metcf^ 
variety of food, and changes ..of rai* 
ment; some to get strength, and 
some to refresh; something for them 
that are in health, and something for 
the sick. And though skins of bulhL 
and stags, and foxes^ and bears, could . 
have drawn a veil thick enough to 
hide the apertures of sin and natural, 
shame, . and to defend us from heat 
and coid, yet when he addeth the 
fleeces, of the sheep and beavers, and 
the spoils of silk-worms, he hath jpnn 
claimed that although his promises 
ass the bounds of our certain ezpeo- 
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latioii, yet thrf aw not tihe HnlU of 
F-ldncui 



W« lovmg-kiDcbMB : and if he does 
mate tfaSui he hath nromifled, no man 
ean compfauB that lie did othetwiae, 
and did greater IhinffB than he mid. 
Thus Qod acta ; and thetefote eoal- 
ao mtttt we, imitating that exaip^ 
and tranflcribiBg that copy of divine 
truth, always remembering that His 
jtromueaare Yea and Amen, 

Mercy of Ood, 

God's mercies are above all his 
W(ak»f and ours teo. All his attri- 
Mites sit at the fe^ of mercy again. 
tML ix. 17. " Thou art a God 
leadjto pardon ;** or ratlwr, as in the 
annual, **a God of pardons;" in 
wluch last exTnression ^ Uieve is a 
very great emphasis, as it shows that 
mercy is essential unto God: and 
that he is tnoompaiable in foigiving 
iniquity, transgressioo, and sin. ^ 
a cucle begins every where and emis 
no where, so do the m^cies of God. 
When Alexander encamped before a 
dty, he used to set u^ a bght, to sive 
notice to those witmn tmit if raey 



from men, he sends fcr Uriah from 
the trmy, that he might iiave gone 
home to his wife. It is observed «f 
Cosar and Pompey, whose ambitiowi 
spirits a^ired to sovereign powdr, 
that they made use of some ensigmi 
of royalty to accustom the people iiy 
degrees to them, yet were crafty to 
hia(B their desi^. Gssar aometunca 
appeared publidy with a wreath of 
laurel on his head; but lest the pe6- 
ple from his wearing that appearance 
of a crown should be jealous of his 
intention, pretended it was only to 
supply hu want of hair, and cover 
his baldness. Pompey wore a white 
fillet curiously wrought about hisl^, 
un^r a pretence that his leg waa 
hurt, but in truth, because it was a 
diadem, a royal ornament, fat which 
be was reproached by some strict ob- 
servers. There are mnumerable arte 
used to cover men's respective sins. 
I shall only instance one that ia 
usually practised. How do nuu^r*^ 
like the crafty lapwing that flutterm 
distance from ito nest, appear 



at a , , .... 

I zealous ageinei the visible rins of 
others, that under the shadowy do- 
eo, uio^ aauuiu ■■»*« 4m««o. » » oeit th^ may hide their own 1 Their 



otherwise, no mercy was to be exnect. 
cd. But such is the merey ana pa- 
tieiiee of God to sinners, that he sets 
up light after light, and waits year 
after year* When they have done 
their worst against him, then he 
eomes with his heart full of love, and 
makes a proclamation of grace, that, 
if now at hst they will accept of mer- 
cy they shall have it 

It is the observation of Solomon, 
Cfod made man uprighij bvt hs 
mmght out many invention» i especi- 
ally to palliate and hide, or to excuse 
&ulto. Siii in its native deformity is 
floibul, that men employ a great deal 
of art and study, eitner to conceal it 
under a veil of darkness, or a deceit- 
ful mask of virtue, or by various ex- 
cuses to lessen ito guilt and ignominy. 
Adam made an apfon oft fig leaves to 
cdfver huk nakedmss, a resemblance 
of his care to hide his sbi ; David 
eoold not expect to deceive God ; but 



tottde hia adnkeiy with Baththebal We there find • 



words feathered with severe censure, 
fly abroad, wounding the reputation 
of others for less feults, thiBit they 
may not be suspected to be guilty oi 
worse sins secretly cherii^Md by theiiK 
•selves. 

Ceremonies. 

What is the shininff of the tma 
church 1 Doth a church shine^ 
when church service is raised from 
a decent and primitive simplicity,, 
and decorated with pompous ce« 
remonies, with rich furniture and 
Iniudy vestmente'' Is the churcK 
then beautiful '{ Yes, indeed; but 
all the question is, whether this be 
tfcKB proper genuine beauty or nc^ 
whetner this be not strange fire, aa 
the fire that Aaron's sons used, which 
became vain, and was taken aa 
strange firel Methinks it cannot 
be better decided than to refer it ta 
John in hia book of the Revelatimu 

of tff^ 
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■erenl womeii, the one riding in 
fltate amyed in purple, decked with 
gold and precious stones and pearls, 
Aev. xiL 3. the other in rich attiietoo 
but of another kind, chap xii. clothed 
with the sun, and a crown of twelve 
fltara on her head ; the decoration of 
the one was all earthly, the other all 
celestial. Why need she borrow Ueht 
and beauty from precious stones, that 
is clothed with the sun and crowned 
^ththe Stan 1 She wears no sub> 
lunary ornaments ; but, what is more 
noble, she treads upon them, and the 
moon is under her feet Now which 
of these two is the spouse of Christ? 
You can easily resolve the question ; 
the truth is, those things seem to 
deck religion, but they undo it« Ob> 
serve where they are most usedi and 
we shall find little or no Inibstanoe of 
devotion under them ; as we see in 
that apostate church of Rome. This 
painting is dishonourable to Christ's 
spouse ; and, besides, it spoils her na- 
tural complexion. The superstitious 
use o{ torches andlighte in toe church 
by day is a kind of shining, but sure- 
ly not commanded here. No, it is 
an afiront done both to the sun in the 
heavens and to the aun of rightebus- 
liess in the church. 

The last Judgment, 

Take away the hopes and fears of 
an hereafter, and what antidote is of 
ferce against the power of inherent 
lusts 1 What can disarm the world 
of its allurements') How can man 
▼oid of innocence, and full of impuri- 
ty, resist the delights of sin, when the 
inclinations from within are as strong 
as temptations from without ? How 
greedily will he perceive the advan- 
tages of this mortal condition, and 
strive to gratify all his sensual appe- 
tites ? The Romans, when the fear 
of Carthage that aspired ^to a supe- 
riority in empire, was removed, pre- 
sently degenerated from miUtaiy var 
lour and civil virtues, into aoitnesa 
and luxury. So if men were absol-- 
ved from the fear of a judgment to 
come, no restraint would be strong 
6P0ugh to bridle the impetuous re- 



solutiona of their depraved will. If 
there were no dread of punishment 
after death, there is no specws of 
ini<][uity thait would not be continued 
until death. Human laws^ however 
rigorous, would be found altogether 
insufficient to bind society together, 
and this world would be converted 
into a helL 

Neeetaity qf Vigilance ajgaitut th& 
Attacks of Satan, 

The activity and diligence of Sa- 
tan are eouai to his malice. The 
spirits of oarkness never slumber or 
sleep ; they are not capable of weak- 
ness or weariness as our faint fledi 
La. The gnnd adversary is restless 
in following his pernicious designs. 
What is recorded of Marcellus, the 
Roman general, is applicable to Sa- 
tan : if he obtains a victory, he fierce* 
ly insults and punues it ; and if he 
be repulsed, he returns afresh. His 
spite is never spent He tecmpted 
our Saviour with distrust of Grod's 
providence, with presumption and 
vain glory; and being imled in all 
attempts, it is said, he departed for a 
season, and afterwards made use of 
Peter as his instrument^ to make 
him decline his sufferings fiir the sal-, 
vation of men. 

The fiibled charioteer, who usurped 
his fiither's empire for a day, is not 
more illustrative of tfieir presump* 
tion, who virtually snatching the 
reins of government from God, would 
involve the earth in confusion and 
ruin, than the denial which the am- 
bitious supplicant received to his 
mad request, is applicable to the 
goodness of God in refiising to dele^ 
gate his power to his creatures. " My 
son, the very tenderness I show in, 
denying so ruinous a petition, is the- 
surest proof that I am indeed thy 
fether/ 

A friend B^pathisung with Pr. 
Kerr, of illadns, in his embarrass- 
ments and distress, and aolicitous to 
relieve it, forwarded to him hy Uie 
post of a letter, of which the fiSUow* 
ing is a copy, containing a banknoto 
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4>f five hundred pagodss (two hun- 
died pounds.) 

« 5th March, 1795. 
"A friend to ▼irtoe taktm thi» 
method of contributing to its relief. 
It will be sufficient satis&ction to 
him to know, by a line in the Cour- 
ier, that A. B. has received the fii- 
yoat of a Christian,^ 

The Blind American Pfeacher. 

** The first emotions which touch- 
ed my breast were those of minffled 
pity and vfneration. But ah ! how 
soon were all my feelings changed ! 
the lips of Plato were never more 
worthy of a prognostic swarm of bees 
than were the hps of this holy man ! 
It was a day of the administration of 
the sacmmentf and his subject of 
course was the passion of our Sa- 
viour. I had h^urd tiie subject han- 
dled a thousand times.: Ihadthouffhlt 
it exhausted long ago^ Little did I 
fluppose, that in the wild woods of 
America I was to meet with a man 
vhose eloquence would cive to this 
topic, a new and more suUiine pathos 
than I had ever before witnessed I 

*' As he descended from the pulpit 
to distribute the mystic symbcMs, 
there was a peculiar, a more than hu- 
man solemmty In his air and man- 
ner, which made my blood run cold, 
and my whole frame shiver ! 

" He then drew a picture of the 
«uflferin^s of our Saviour; his trial 
before Pilate; his ascent up Calvary ; 
his crucifixion, and his death. I 
l:new the whole history, but never 
until then,, bad I heard the circum- 
stances so selected, so arranged; and 
so coloured^ It was all new,, and I 
seemed to have heard it for the first 
l^me in my life ; his enunciation, was 
so delibente, that his voice trembled 
on every syllable, and every heart in 
tile assembly trembted in unison. His 
peculiar phrases^ had* that fbrce of de- 
scription, that the original scene ap- 
peared to be at that moment acting 
Wore our eyes! we saw the very 
ftces of the Jews, the sta^ng, fright- 
ful distortions of malice and mge I 
KTie sfLW thei bttff^ : . my scut ftiaqled 



withaflameofindignatioa; andnw* 
hands were invdunSunly and oonsntt- 
sivety clenched ! 

" But vdien he came to touch 0% 
the patience, the £>rgiving meekness^ 
of oar Scwiour ; whm he drew, to the- 
life his blessed eyes stieamtng in tearsb 
to heavei^ his v(Mce breathing to Qodi 
a soft and gentle prayer of pardon odi; 
his enemies^ * Father, finmve khem^ 
for they know not what tbejr do V — 
the voice of the preacher, which had: 
aU along faltered^ grew frdntor and 
fiunter, until his utterance being en- 
tirely obstructed by the force of hisu 
feelings, he raised his handkerchief 
to his eyes, and burst into a loud and. 
inepressiWe flood of grief The effect, 
is inconceivable, the whole house i»-- 
sounded with the mingled groans, ani^ 
sobs, and shrieks of tli^ congregation t 

" It was some time befose the tor- 
mult had subsided so fer as to permit 
him to proceed. Indeed, judnhfi by 
the usual but fellacious standaid at 
of my own weakness, I began to bQ» 
very uneasy for the situation of the^ 

EreacheTj for I could not conceive howr 
e would be able to let his auditors:, 
down from the height to which, hetr 
had wound them, without impairing^ 
the solemnity and dignity of his-sub<^ 
ject, or perhaps shocking themby the^ 
abruptness, of the fall. But, no: thor^ 
descent was as beautiful and sublTaie; 
as the elevation had been rapid andl 
enthusiastic. 

"The first sentence, vrilh whiclt. 
he broke the awful sUence, was a 
quotation from Rousseau, ' Socrate£t 
died like a philosopher, but Jesuft. 
Christ like a God !"» 

It is no less our interest, than our- 
duty,, to keep, the mind in a habitual 
posture of submission to the wilt o£" 
of Giod. "Adam,'* says Dr. Ham^ 
mond, *' after his expulsion^ wa8.ai. 
greater slave in the wilderness than: 
he had been inUie uiclosure." If th»» 
barbarian ambassadi?r.came expresslp 
to the Romans to negptiate fbr.hsfe 
country permissbn to be their ser^ 
vants, declaring tha,t a voluntary suIk. 
mission even to a foreign power, wast 
preferable to a wild and disorderly- 



m 



WBLfmOCmf HKMui, AXtl 






fk/6d&tA ; ^*^U m^y the ChviirtMii tri- 
iitt{A ill the peace end Mcurity to he 
obtained by a complete mibjogatbn 
to him who is emphatioally called the 
€M of order, 

tt ik the cAMervation of a eeftain 
]^ilotopher oonorarning aeneQel per- 
eons, that they hate reason in the 
fiunilty and habit, hot not in the nae 
and exercise. The consoienoe or un- 
derstandinff declares our dnty, that it 
is absolutely necessary to obey God ; 
and men assent to it in geneial ; hot 
when tMs principle is to be applied to 
practice in particolars that are nn- 
ffrateful to the corrapt wiU, lost 
OrawB a veil oyer it, that it may not 
appear to check the sensual inclina- 
tion. Whilst the mind, seduced by 
.tifte senses, is intent upon tbe jAeas- 
ing object, it does not simply tihd in- 
tensely consider the divine com- 
mand : hot conscience is brought 
undkBr the control of the tempestuous 
passions. The light of reason, as 
well as divine revelation, discovers 
that the blessed beginning, and hap- 
py end of man, is to be like God, and 
to enjoy hb love ; but when there is 
a competition between his fiivour, and 
the things of the world, the carnal 
heart suppresses the dictates of the 
mind, ana makes a blindfold choice of 
tilings present and sensible, as if man 
were all earth, and there was no 
spark of heaven in him. 

The heathens are charged by the 
apostle Paul, That they held the 
truth in unrighteousness. The no- 
tion of God as the supreme lawgiver, 
and to be obeyed according to the law 
impressed upon his conscience, was 
a natural truth, and should have 
reigned in tlieir hearts and lives: 
but they would not suffer it to exert 
its power in ordering their actions. 
There is a natural miracle seen in 
^rypt every year. When the river 
Ime overflows the plains, many liv- 
itlg creatures are hialf fonned, and 
part remains slimy earth without 
Cfe or motion^ 

Alten pan vl\^ ladia est pars altera tellus. 

Such monsters were the unright- 

eoua healhenB \ half men in their un:- 



detslandhig, and half mad in llieir 
filthy affections. And tb«n are ii^ 
■umeraUe such moiMters in the 
Christian W(»ld. 



tkriatian SkoL 

Christian zeal will pltmitit us to. 
every useful exertion, and if We do 
not always succeed, We must not de- 
spair ; " I will try and attenupt every 
tmng/* says Bratus, " 1 wfll never 
cease to recall my country from this 
state of setviiity. If the event be fk- 
voorable it will prove matter of joy t^ 
us all ; if not, yet I, notwithstandmg. 
shall rejoice.'* So the zealous ana 
active mind win never cease in the 
use of means for the happiness of 
mau, and theelory of God.^ If suc- 
cess be granted, he will rejoice abun- 
dantly, and if not,, still he wiH have 
Uie satis&ction of at leadt making tho 
generous attempt. NotMng can be 
more interesting and affecting than the 
discourse of our Lord with his disci- 
ples, recorded in Luke'xxxiv. 13, &c. 
" I have been intimate," says the ad- 
mirable Cowper, " with a man of fine 
taste, whocon&ssed tome, that though 
he could not subscribe to the truth 
of Christianity itself yet he never 
could read the above account of ouv 
Lord's appearance to the disciples, 
without being wonderfully afi^ted 
by it. What must they find then 
whose eye penetrates deeper than 

the letter r* 

Poverty is always better than pn>> 
faneness. — A poor man, who is ho< 
nest and good^ stands on a &r more 
elevated scale than the most opulent 
man who is base and impious. Yet 
poverty is not desirable, as it exposes 
to many inconveniences. 

We cannot however^ easily account 
for the singularity of men. That 
which many think an evil, others 
imiMnne to be a good« What some 
avMU as unj^easant, others seek as 
beneficial. Thus, for instance, richea 
in general are sought after with avi- 
dity yet poverty h^ been oourted bv 
some. Tubero, a Roman consul, 
son-in-law of Paulus, the coh^jueror 
of Femeu»} ia celebrated ioatlm, p(H 
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vertj, in which he Memed to gbry | My joyi Sat the future, be all firom 
II __ .!_ . *tt i. .. «. jjeaven, j ]|ave enough of eaithly 

things, and count them but I08& and 
dung, compared with the excellency 
of tM knowledge of Christ Jcsua my 
Xjoid. H it only with reapect to a 
iutuve life I value my firiend, with 
whom I hope to spend a pleasant and 
everlasting day 1 Farewell!" 

''Friends.'/ said Socrates, "theie 
is no friendl" And a friend is & 
changeable creature, saith anothevr 
all in changeable colours as the pea- 
cock, as often changed as moved. 
Besides, many friends are not more 
fickle than uJse; like deep ponda 
dear at the top, and all muday at the 
bottom. Fiae ergo: ted cut vide. 
Try before yon trust : and when yon 
have tried your utmost, trust not 
over &r, lest you cry out at lengthy tm 
Oueen Elizabeth did, " m trust, 1 
have found treason :" or Julius Cesar, 
when stabbed by Brutus amonff 
others, " what thou, my son Brutus 1" 
He was slain in the senate house,, 
with twcnty>three wounds, given, 
mostly by persons whose lives he had. 
preserved. 

It is reported of Agesilaus, that 
coming to help the king of Egypt in 
his distress he was despised by the 
Egyptians, because of the plainness of 
hb penran, and the homelmess of his 
attire ; for Uiey thought that they 
should see the king df Sparta suco 
an one as the king of JPersia wasj 
bravely habited and pompously attend- 
ed : so did the Jews expect a Messiah 
like one of the mighty monarchs of the 
earth ; and they are etrongly posses- 
sed with the fond conceit of an earthly 
kingdom. Hence when they saw 
Manomet arising in such power, they 
vvere ready to crv him up for the Mes- 
siah. The rieh hcUh many friendt^ 
saith Soldtnon i but the poor ie hated^ 
evenqf his own neighbourj Proy., 
xiv«20. Christ came to hb own ; bul 
his own received him not. It was 
once disputed among the Romans in 
their senato, whether Christ, having 
done many wonderful works, shoula 
be TCceived into the number of the 
godil BiHiheithistoMiadds^lbtt 



as weQastherestofhb&mily. Six 
teen of the Tubefos with their wives 
and children lived in a small house, 
and maintained themselves with the 
produce of a little field which they 
cultivated with their own hands. But 
how many thousands of Christians 
have endured poverty, rather than 
comply with the world. Here indeed 
IS a holy sinffularity. The riches of 
this world become contemptilde, if 
(hey impede our progress in the way 
to heaven. Rather let me be poor, 
and obedient to the will of God, than 
to possess all the wealth of the uni- 
vene, and forget him. 

The foUowiBg is part of a letter 
from a young mmiater, written two 
days before his death. 

" Never have I felt more of the 
efficacy of Ue blood of Christ than I 
do now; the atonement is so full, 
that there feniains no more conscience 
of sins ; henceis that bcddneas in the 
Lord. This is exoeUent doctrine; 
honourable to God, and supoorting 
to man! Preach it, my mend I 
Earnestly preach ! While I have 
life I will speak it; for it isa fiiithfbl 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation. 
Wfaenyou pray, be sure remember 
me. dome to see me, nor think it 
the melancholy entertainment of see- 
ingasicknnn. I am well; I am as I 
should be. Expect then to find me 
pleasant and cneerful; and yet I am 
ahnost sick — but it is only with the 
fear of beinjg^ welL I dread to go back 
to life again. I cannot bear health 
and prosperity ; no ; all is now well 
through infinite goodness. God has 
spoken peace, and that is enough. 
Qealth and long life in such a world 
as this, how burdensome the thought ! 
How good hfts this sickness been to 
me ; evermore shall I bless God for it. 
That wondrous being (whose name 
IS love) seems to be designing and 
dmng more for me than ever before ! 
How sweet are my hoars of solitude I 
in pfayer I meet nira-^in mediteticp 
I hold ham fest, and cannot let him 
go; but with Abraham eootinue 
with hi<o till he k«ye ^ speaking. 
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they declined to do it, became he 
preached poverty, and made choice of 
poor men to be Ua followers, audi as 
the world careth not for. 



OnuUteneyiffOiaraeter, 

Nothing can be more indecent and 
absurd tluin to pretend the rdiBition 
apd respect of disciples to such an 
holy master as Jesus Christ, and yet 
by disobedience to deny him. When 
the bloody spectacles of the gladia- 
tors were first brought to Athens, 
one of their wise men advised the 
masters of their prizes, that they 
should remove the statue and altar of 
tnercy out of the city, there beinff 
such an incongruity between the god- 
' dess they professed to worship, and 
that cruel sacnfice of men for the 
sport of the people. And would it 
not be more in character for those 
^ho are not afraid to violate his most 
lioly laws, and to contntdict Uie pat- 
tern of Christ, to give up their pro- 
fession, and to take some other more 
complying vnth their lusts. It is 
not the title of a Chzistian that sanc- 
tifies those who pollute i^nd delame 
it It is not the wearing the livery of 
Christ that can honour those who 
stain it by their fltthiness ; but it is 
an aggravation of their guilt. It is 
an inconceivable indignity *j the Sa- 
viour, and revives the old calumnies 
of the heathens, as if the gospel were 
H sanctuary for criminals when those 
that call him Lordf do not what he 
commands them. ' 

Self Reproach, - 

When a certain parent made liis 
wiD, he said, "" I leave such an estate 
to my eldest son, though he has been 
80 disobedient, and though I am 
fearful he will misapply it." Th»ao 
affected the son tnat he Durst into 
tears, and said, " God forbid I should," 
and from that time became a new 
iQs;n. 

Tht Report DiscredUed. 

It was the charge brought against 
the prophets and priests in Jeremiah's 
4ayi Im thay giied. '^ peace, peace,, 



when there was no pfSfos*" How^ 
awful is it when the mtnisters of the- 
sanctuary are unfeithiul to their 
charge^ and deceive the people to their 
ruin; when, instead of giving tlie 
sound of ahunn, they lull them in car^ 
nal security , till destruction and misery 
overtake them. A report once pre» 
vailed ii^ a certain town of Italy that 
the enemy was coming to storm H; 
upon which the inlubitants made a 
law that forbade such a report to be 
credited ; arid when the enemy really 
arrived, no one mentioned it, or took 
up arms in his own defence, and the 
town was easily taken. Thus it is 
with the impenitent; they axe taught 
to believe there is nodlmger, until at 
last they are swept away ^without 
remedy. 

St. Austin relates of Maroellinns^ 
that he hung Christ's jfncture, and 
the picture of Pythagoras t(«ether; 
and many there are, says Mr. Brooks^ 
not only in Home, but in England, 
yea, I am afraid in London, who join 
Chrint and their works together, 
Christ and their prayers together, 
Christ and their teacners to^ether^ 
Christ and their inoiiminr together, 
Christ and their alms tosether. 

No system demands obedience like 
' t^e gospe?, and no other system can 
f\nTush motives equal to it. This 
makes a Christian victorious over his 
temptations: the unsummed heaps 
of tfie miser's den, cannot draw forth 
hh soul to sin, even though opportu* 
nity should concur, for Gkxl is there : 
and in the language of a celebrated 
French author,* he saysj "I fear my 
God^ and I fear none but him ! r 
Christ concludes the whole trith that 
capital aphorism by which we are in- 
formed now iroposrabte it is to divide 
the affections between God and the 
world, or indeed any other object 
He must be' the supreme object both 
of love and worship, or Ke is not ouf 
God — " No servant can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will 
hold to one and despise the other : m 
cannot eeroe God and Mammoiu' 



ENTBRTAININO ANBCD0TE9;. 



189 



SBTvieea reworded. 

When a yaluoit wddMr lost bk 
arm in battle, his oomniander was so 
well pleased with him, that he pre- 
sentea him with an ann of gold as an 
honourable reward for his services. 

A pious Welsh minister many 
yeaiB ago being about to publish a 
sermon, previoudy consulted Mn. 
Hannah More, how many thousand 
copies he ouffht to print. Ete felt 
not a little shocked at her advising 
him to reduce his thousands to hun- 
dreds; scores she dared not to advise. 
As she had foreseen, not half a dozen 
wore sold, eiAsept a few charitably 
taken off his hands by his friends. 
At her return soon after from the 
metropolis, he hastened to her with 
air the ardour of impatience, and ae- 
Tiously inquired, whether she had ob- 
«nvea any material reformation at 
the court end oi the town, since the 
publication of his discourse! So 
true is the poet's maxim, 

"None bat an author Icnows an author's 

cares, 
Or fiuacy's fimdness for the dtdlA she bears." 

Cowper. 

Amyclas was the name of the mas- 
ter of the ship in which Cnaar em- 
barked in dii^uise. When Amyclas 
wished to put back to avoid a violent 
Morm, Cssar unveiling his head, dis- 
covered himself, and biddinjg the pilot 
pursue his v^age, exclaimed, C<b- 
JBarem vehia^ Cassarisqite fortunam ; 
You convey Cesar, and die fortunes 
of Cssar are at issue. 

The Youth converted. 

It is generally known that Mr. 
Whitfidd frequently preached in the 
open air. In Philadelphia, he often 
fltood on the outside steps of the 
court-house, and from that station 
addressed admiring thousands, who 
crowded the streets below. On one 
of these occasions, young« Rodgers, 
afterwards Dr. Rodgers, was not only 
present, but^ press^ as near to the 
person of his &vourite preacher as 
possible i and to testify nis respect, 
held a Ujitem for his accommodation. 
3oon after the sermon began, he 
Ncame §9 absorbed in ^ su^ect, 



that the lantern .fell from his hand^ 
and was dashed to {neoes; and that 
part of the audience in the imme- 
diate vicmily of the speaker's station 
were not a little discomposed by. the 
occurrence. 

A suboieqaent circumstance, con-^ 
nected with this event, and not less 
remarkaUe, is worthy of being re- 
corded. Mr. Whitficid, in the course 
of his fifth visit to Amenca, about the 
year 1754, on a journey fixnn the 
southward, called at St. George's in 
Delaware, where Mr. Rodgers was 
then settled in the gospel' ministnr, 
and spent some timewidi him. m 
the course g^ this visit, Mr. Rodgers, 
being one oay riding with his visi- 
tant, in a close carriage^ in which die 
latter usually traveUe4 asked him 
whether he recollected the occurrence 
of the little bo^, who was so much 
affected with his preaching as to let 
his lantern M: Mr. Wmtfield an- 
swered, " O yes ! I remember it wefl; 
and have often thought I wonki give 
any thing in my power to know who 
that little boy v^as, and what had be- 
come of him." Mr. Rodgers replied,, 
with a smile, " I am that little boy T' 
Mr. Whitfield, with tears of joy, 
started firom his seat, took him in his 
arms, and with strong emotions re- 
marked that he was ue fourteenth 
person then in the ministry whom he 
nad discovered in the course of that 
visit to America, of whose hopeful 
conversion he had been the instru-. 
ment. 

What are all earthly things when< 
compared to those ofa heavenly na- 
ture! When one was asked whe- 
ther he did not admire the goodly 
structure of a stately house, he an- 
swered, "No; for I have been, at 
Rome, where more magnificent fob- 
rics are to be seen." Thus when 
Satan would present the thinga of 
this world as delightful and engaging, 
we can say, they are of no value in 
our estimation, having seen by feith 
the temple of Qod above, a house, not 
made with hands, eternal ja Uie h«a-^ 
vens. 
. Some Cl^istiana have died wi^^ 
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I joy thin tbey liviBd, •ndtriamph- 
cd ower the hit enenqr with the ¥ocal 
mmmciCMn othenwUhfllento^ 
ihlMigi haf ^nJctty eommeiidfd their 
■pirite into hie hand. Some btiwe in- 
wudiefieshiiige and support; othen 
ezubemit jove and raviihiiients, ae 
if the light or fflorj ahined into them, 
<or the veil of fleeh were drawn, and 
^eir epirits wen preeent with the in- 
vdble world. Some of the mar^nw 
in their cradeit suflferingB felt euch 
in^preeaione of confidence and alacri- 
ty, ihat ae in the houae of Lamech 
there wen leoorded at the aame time 
two diacdrdant calling by the two 
hrothen ; Jnbal, the mventor of the 
harp and oigao, and liibal'^ain, the 
jfinit.artiiioeriBbraaaaiidiron. The 
4me practiaed on inatrmnepta of ma- 
aic, bnathingharmoniooa sounda and 
^meiodiee; the other need hammna 
and anvila, making noiae and tumult. 
80 in aome peraona whilst the heavieat 
strokes fell on their bodies, their aonls 
were jnv^ahed with joy and ejtuita- 

laoa 

SIR TBOBIAS MORE. 

A PERSON who had a auit in chan- 
cery, once eent Sir Thomas More 
two sUver flagons, not doubting of 
the aoceptabieneas of the present. 
On reoei^ng them, Sir Thomas called 
one of hk servants, and told him to 
flll those two vessels with the best 
wine in his cellar', and taming round 
to the servant who had presented 
them, "tell your master," replied the 
hiflexible ma^pstrate, "that if heap- 
proves my wine, I beg he would not 
span it !" 

Tlmeo DaiMuw etdtoaferentes. 

Such was his diligence in conduct- 
ing the business of a otfurt of chan- 
cery, that thodgh he feund it full of 
causes, yet befon he resigned the of- 
fiooj after determining one cause, and 
calling for the next, he was told that 
then was not another depending, 
^diich dicmnstanee heoidendtobe 
entered upon record. Thia gave 00- 
mon t0tli6 |Hlowinge{^gnm : 



No Morie guiu did remain ; 
Hm Mine dMD nerer JW^rebe seen. 
TUlJfDre 1)6 tbere again. 



DOCTOR BARROW. 

Tb£ celebrated Lord Rochester 
one day met Dr. Barrow in: the Park, 
and being determined aa he said, to^ 
put down ths maty meet qf dimnity^ 
accosted him \n taking off his hat, 
and, with a prowund b^, exclaimed, 
" Doctor, I am youn to my ahoe tie." 
The doctor, perceiving ms aim, re- 
turned the salute with equal ceremony , 
" My lord, I am yours to the ground'' 
His lordship then made a de^r con- 
gee, and aaid, ** Doctor, I am youn 
to the centn." Barrow nplied, with 
the same formality, " My lord, I am 
youn to the antipodea ;'^--on which 
Rochester made another attempt, by 
exclaiming, " Doctor, I am youn to- 
the lowest pit of hell." " Then, mv 
lord," said Barrow, "I leave. you,' 
and immediately walked away. 

It is related of Hobbes, " the phi- 
losopher of Mabnsbuiy," who was 
atheistically inclined, that he had the 
most dreadful u)pnhensions of death, 
which he called " taking a leap in the 
dark." Dr. Walls rektes of bun,, 
that discoursing one day with a lady 
in hiffh life, Hobbes told her, "that 
were lie the master of the world, he 
would ffive it all to live one day long-> 
er." Sne expressed her astonishment 
that a philosopher who had such ex- 
tennve knowledge, and so many 
fiiends to gratify or oblige, would not 
deny himself one day's gratification^ 
of hfe, if by that means He could be- 
queath to them such ample possess- 
ions. His answer was, " what shall 
I be the better for that, when I am 
deadi I say again, if I had the 
whole world to dispose of, I would^ 
give it to live one day." Howdiffinr- 
ent is the language of the real Christ-^ 
iani "Having a desire to depart 
and to be iirith Chmt, which is^r 
fte/tef"— fhv better than the highest 
enjoymeiils (jtMt cm be attamed isk 
^woii^i 
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